From: Austin, Christopher (NIH/NCATS) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=17597CABC42247548E596778304F781F-AUSTINC] 

Sent: 7/10/2020 12:33:40 PM 

To: Collins, Francis (NIH/OD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=410e1ca313f44ced9938e50d2ffOb6c2-collinsf]; Tabak, Lawrence (NIH/OD) 
[E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=02e22836b5ff4e9988e3770cfc7ee770-tabakl]; Schwetz, Tara (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0b1da1e9650d44fa9a9e2d94f24b5035-schwetzta]; Perez-Stable, Eliseo 
(NIH/NIMHD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=d06f5c7aad094f6685d9f1d260d46441-perezstable]; Corey MD, Larry 
[lcorey @fredhutch.org]; Gibbons, Gary (NIH/NHLBI) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b71b953b50a5495ca0f2869ab13bc407-gibbonsgh]; Hooper, Monica 
(NIH/NIMHD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b6d6c0a2a0304ca184b0c7 19bab8d080-hoopermw]; Denny, Joshua (NIH/OD) 
[E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cdb4626dabbb45aa8b8e5d21169344e6-dennyjc]; Mascola, John (NIH/VRC) 
[E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7f78b40a596b4ca4a2850a429d1ae3f2-jmascola]; Parker, Ashley (NIH/OD) 
[E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=306b2244466140faa95aaaafe06ebd70-parkeras]; Nelson Michael 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7c3323ab6a02468689fa2c51a87c43cc-NelsonMicha]; Anderson, James 
(NIH/OD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=73143d1860bc42458be254ca21573b23-andersonjm]; Clayton, Janine 
(NIH/OD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2453b3c2f90b40d1baabc775da03b5ad-claytonja]; Wilson, Dave (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7525ed7 759204341b78f96076898c011-wilsondr]; Fauci, Anthony 
(NIH/NIAID) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=df38103d75134f658ae2d356f0396b94-afauci] 

cc: Wood, Gretchen (NIH/OD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=549f390b39d044a8b5d1e0e1a8f76c1f-woodgs]; McManus, Ayanna (NIH/OD) 
[E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bcf06de08ba845249b9b36ad216e237e-amcmanus] 

Subject: RE: Vaccine trial enrollment Friday 5 PM 

Attachments: Moderna site considerations table_Mapping_2020.07.09.xIsx 


‘Viooper, Monica (NIH sie} ji bé : Denny, Joshua (NIH/OD) [E] 


: Mascola, John (NIH/VRC) {E]; Ree ANON Ls Ashley (NIH/OD) [E]} 
or Michael 
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sublect Vaccine trial enrollment cay 5 PM 
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Dear Colleagues, 


Last Saturday (yes, that was July 4, sorry) we gathered to talk about ways to enhance recruitment of volunteers for the 
Phase 3 vaccine trials — to be sure that maximum efforts are being made to include groups at highest risk. That would 

include older individuals, people with chronic illnesses, African-Americans, Latinx, and Native Americans. | sent a note 
the next day that summarized the plans we developed (attached here for reference). 


Meanwhile the COVPN was announced, and included a web site for volunteers to sign up and register their interest in 
possibly being contacted for participation. In just 24 yours, there were more than 30,000 sign-ups (including me and a 
few of you, | gather). 


Today | organized a call with Tony Fauci, John Mascola, Moncef Slaoui, Stephane Bancel (CEO, Moderna) and Stephen 


Hoge (President, Moderna); OAS _— 
pes p4,b5 | This all sounded encouraging. But | thi nk we might be able to make thiseven better. —™” . 


You should have a Zoom invite on your calendar for 5 PM tomorrow. | have invited Stephen Hoge and his associate 
Melanie lvarsson to join the call, and to make a ten minute presentation about their current plans. After that, | would 
like to have 5 minute presentations from Chris Austin (CTSAs), Eliseo Perez-Stable (NIMHD), Gary Gibbons (NHLBI), and 


assembled in to one slide deck for sharing screen.’ b5 


[Ti St te re reine ee renee eee ee eee Tete | ee 


Thanks for your willingness to pitch in here — it really matters. 


Best, Francis 
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From: Brodd, Lauren (NIH/OD) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=BA665DEA08E54171B3D6890C2518DDB9-LEPONELM] 

Sent: 7/10/2020 7:12:17 PM 

To: Parker, Ashley (NIH/OD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=306b2244466140faa95aaaafeO6ebd70-parkeras]; Melencio, Cheryl (FNIH) [T] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=279e14fa7428415bb86087d08b628e6f-melencioc] 

Subject: RE: Updated ACTIV Spreadsheet 


Thanks, Cheryl! And will do, Ashley. 


From: Parker, Ashley (NIH/OD) [E]! b6 


ee ttn 4 


Sent: Friday, July 10, 2020 2:22 PM 


Subject: RE: Updated ACTIV Spreadsheet Batrnenrevernnnanennnrnncanumunenvermscanamenemvcnecaniel 
Thanks, Cheryl! 


Lauren — can we please add Stephane to the versions you are collating? Stephane is added to the leadership team. 


Thanks! 
Ashley 


Subject: Updated ACTIV Spreadsheet 


| have updated the spreadsheet to include Stephane Bancel Moderna Therapeutics to the appropriate pages of the 
spreadsheet. 


Cheryl 


Cheryl Melencio 
Admnustrative Manager, Research Partnerships 


11400 Rockville Pike Suite 600 North Bethesda, MEI 204582 


Donate to the FNIN"s Pandemic Response Fund to combat COVID-19: {nib ore/pandemic 
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From: Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2D7E368A3137473BBCE161547A82F2DE-CLANE] 

Sent: 4/25/2020 9:11:21 PM 

To: Collins, Francis (NIH/OD) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=410e1ca313f44ced9938e50d2ffOb6c2-collinsf]; Wholley, David (FNIH) [T] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cd9e702fcf28414883d0b6996d677257-wholleyd]; Freire, Maria (FNIH) [T] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8598d551d1d3455eaf14854c83f41d84-freiremc]; Austin, Christopher 
(NIH/NCATS) [E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=17597cabc42247548e596778304f781f-austinc]; Tabak, Lawrence (NIH/OD) 
[E] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=02e22836b5ff4e9988e3770cfc7ee770-tabakl]; Parker, Ashley (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=306b2244466140faa95aaaafe06ebd70-parkeras] 

Subject: Re: Hever COVID-19 Teleconference - Additional slides The Gates Foundation 


Subject: FW: Hever COVID-19 Teleconlercnce: Additional slides The Gates Poundseon 


FYI. These were not discussed at the Hever meeting. Trevor just said a few brief words about antibody-based 
therapies. 


Fe 

From: Jill Payne ee PB 
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 6:51 AM 

To: Hever i ee ed be... | 


Subject: Hever COVID-19 Teleconference - Additional slides The Gates Foundation 
Importance: High 


APARO000001892 


The attached slides have been received by the Gates Foundation for background. 
Kind regards 


Jill Payne 
On behalf of Hever 


This email and the information it contains, is for the sole use of the address({s) only and may contain privileged or confidential 

information. Unauthorised use, disclosure, copying or transferring by any means is strictly prohibited. If you are not the addressee and are in 
possession of this e-mail, please delete it from your system(s) and notify us immediately. Under the Data Protection Act (1998) we draw your 
attention to the fact that distributing, publishing or reproducing e-mails that have been inadvertently received is strictly prohibited. The sender 
stakes no responsibility for any errors and error omissions. Copyright 2020 Europharm Management Education Ltd — All Rights Reserved 
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From: Bulletin Intelligence [HHS@Bulletinintelligence.com] 

Sent: 3/4/2021 12:36:21 PM 

To: Hail, Bill (HHS/ASPA) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfcfc3cfebe2406793416ead1ed9fa78-bill.hall.o]; Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d317f5626934585b3692a1823c1b522-mylesr] 

Subject: NIH News Briefing for Thursday, March 4, 2021 

Attachments: NiHNewsBriefing210304.doc 


Click to access online version optimized for diferent moblie platforms, audie version, and fully searchable archives of NIM 
News Sriefings. 
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FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 
OATE: THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2027 7:30 AM EST 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIH News 


«With $1B And Advanced Imaging, NIH Seeks Answers To COVID-19's Lingering Effects. 
* Fauci Discusses Lifting Of COVID-19 Restrictions In Texas, Mississippi In Interview. 
* Dr. Fauci: Texas And Mississippi Mask Mandate Rollbacks Are ‘lll-Advised’ And ‘Risky’. 
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° Fauch Trials Of Third Vaccine To Fight COVID Variants Will Start This Month. 

* Anthony Fauci Pleads: Don’t Declare Victory. 

* Fauci ls Giving His Coronavirus Model To The Smithsonian. 

« Biden Calls State Decisions To End Mask Mandates ‘Neanderthal Thinking’. 

° Biden Stands By May Timeline For Vaccines For All US Adults. 

« ingraham: Best Way To Respond To ‘Disappearing Goalposts’ Of Biden, Fauci is ‘Just ignore Them’. 

* As U.S. Covid Cases Stall, Top Health Officials Warn Variants Could ‘Hijack’ Nation’s Progress. 

* ‘When Will H End?’: How A Changing Virus Is Reshaping Scientists’ Views On COVID-19. 

* ALA Vaccination Site In Miami, Some Wonder Whether To Choose Newly Approved Johnson & Johnson 
Vaccine Or Pfizer One. 

«Plan To Ditch The Mask After Vaccination? Not So Fast. 

* Two Doses Of Pfizer And Moderna’s Covid-19 Vaccine Are Necessary, Officials Say, But Questions Stl Linger. 
« Florida Gov. DeSantis Slams Biden Over Pace Of School Reopenings: ‘Pathetic Failure Of Leadership’, 

® The Pandemic Is Ending, And So Should Fauci’s Public Appearances. 

« Biden’s COVID, Border Policies Prove He’s Serious About Neither. 

* Republicans And Democrats Tear New Divides As Senate Debates Covid-19 Deal And States Are Reopening. 
«Looming Trump Ban Ruling is A Distraction From Facebook’s Real Oversight Crisis. 

e Johnson & Johnson Vaccine Rollout Faces Potential Equity, Efficacy Concerns. 

* A Needed Vaccine Boost As States Clamor To Open Up. 

* NIH Launches Next Version Of Alzheimer's Precision Medicine Effort. 

* Targeted DNA Sequencing Informs Posttransplant Relapse Rates In MDS. 

* Health Agency ClOs See No Going Back From Pandemic Transformations. 

* Presence Of Pathogenic Variants Provide Rationale For Germiine Sequencing In Pediatric 
Rhabdomyosarcoma. 

¢ NIH: People With HIV Should Be Prioritized For COVID-19 Vaccination. 

«Widely Used Convalescent Plasma Treatment Doesn’t Stop COVID-19 Patients From Getting Sicker, Study 
Finds. 

«Vir, GSK To Halt Enroliment in U.S. COVID-719 Antibody Trial Sub-Study. 

* Vaping Marijuana Linked To Lung Injury in Teens, Study Says. 

« ‘Rerouting’ Brain Blood Flow: Old Technique Could Be New Advance Against Strokes. 

* Biden To Host Senators In Bipartisan Oval Office Meeting On Cancer. 

* Antibodies Fram South African Coronavirus Variant May Offer Cross-Protection, Researchers Find. 

* UK, 4 Nations Fast-track Review Of Modified COVID Vaccines. 

* Researcher Under Federal Investigation For Chinese Ties. 

* Biden is Picking Up The Work On Cancer He Started As Obama's VP. His Science Advisor Nominee Eric 
Lander Is Expected To Lead The Effort. 

«UC San Diego RADx Projects Receive NIH Funding. 

e Nonprofit Count Me In To Return Genomic Results To Patients With Rare Cancers. 


Health & Medical News 
* Biden Signs Off On Narrowing Of Eligibility For New Tranche Of Stimulus Payments. 
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° Jil Biden, Education Secretary Travel To Connecticut And Pennsylvania Amid Push To Reopen Schools. 

* Health Officials In Texas, Mississippi Urge Residents To Continue Taking Safety Precautions After Governors 
Lift COVID-19 Restrictions. 

« Analysis Says Texas Governor's Removal Of COVID-19 Restrictions May Be Politically Motivated. 

° Biden, GOP Governors Reportedly On Collision Course Over COVID-19 Restrictions. 

« CDC Reportedly Delaying Release Of Guidelines For People Who Have Been Vaccinated Against COVID-19. 
* Teachers, Child Care Workers Now Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine Under Biden Order. 

* Biden Launching Effort To Get Teachers Vaccinated, Reopen Schools. 

* CDC Warns Against Indoor Gatherings With Non-Househoid Members This St. Patrick’s Day. 

« Commentary: US Musi Also Focus On Developing Antimicrobial Drugs To Help Avert Another Pandemic. 

* CBS: COVID Takes Disproportionate Toll On Undocumented Women. 

* Scientists Study “Brain Fog” Reported In Some People Who Have Recovered From COVID-19. 

«FAA Updates Safety Alert To Recommend Airlines Follow Biden Mandate, CDC Guidance On Masks. 

* Super Bowl Was Not A COVID-19 Super-Spreader Event, Tampa Bay Health Officials Say. 

« Over 100 Undocumented Immigrants Who Tested Positive For COVID-19 Released By Border Patrol In Texas, 
Reports Say. 

« Number Of COVID-19 Fatalities In Oklahoma Increases By Roughly 2,500 As State Officials Begin Using CDC 
Count. 

* Number Of COVID-19 Deaths In Washington State Now Exceeds 5,000. 

* Some Children Have Symptoms Similar To Adult COVID-19 “Long Haulers.” 

* US Naval Academy Moves Almost 200 Midshipmen To Annapolis Hotels Following Increase In COVID-19 
Cases. 

¢ New Mexico Governor Signs Legislation Aimed At Economic Relief Amid Pandemic. 

* Strippers In Baltimore Can Return To Work After Mayor Lifts Ban On Adult Entertainment During Pandemic. 

° DC, Maryland, Virginia Adjusting COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Methods In Preparation For J&J Shots. 

« California Governor indicates MLB Ballparks Could Be Open For Every Game This Season. 

* Louisiana Governor Says People Should Take Whichever COVID-19 Vaccine Is Offered To Them. 

« Almost 1,500 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Went To Waste In Texas Due To Power Blackouts, Analysis Says. 

* Intelligencer Provides Guide For Businesses To Maintain Pandemic Safety Following Lifting Of Mask Mandates 
in Texas, Mississippi. 

«Los Angeles Mayor Has Not Requested Federal Aid To House Homeless People In Hotels Amid Pandemic. 

* New York Governor Eases Limits On Indoor, Qutdoor Gatherings. 

* Quidel Gets Green Light From FDA For Home-Use COVID-19 Diagnostic Test. 

* Major Pharmacy Chains Reportedly Collecting Customer Data During COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

« Palestinian Leadership Accused Of Sipshoning COVID-19 Vaccine Doses, Distributing Them To Senior Officials 
In Ruling Party. 

« Physicians, Politicians In india Welcome Efficacy Data For COVID-19 Vaccine Approved Without Completion 
Of Late-Stage Trial. 

« Passage Of COVID-19 Relief Bill in Senate Likely Delayed Until The Weekend. 

* Sen. Ron Johnson To Force Senate Clerk To Read Entire COVID-19 Relief Bill Out Loud. 

« Some Scientists Exploring Allernate Vaccine-Delivery Methods. 
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* Biden Administration's Efforts To Convince Merck, J&J To Collaborate On COVID-19 Vaccine Highlighied. 

« Some Rural Paris Of The US Lack Pharmacies To Deliver SARS-CoV-2 Vaccines Under Biden Administration 
Plan. 

«Merck, J&J Partnership To Produce More Than 100 Million COVID-19 Vaccine Doses By June, J&J CEO Says. 
° Mulli-State Review Group Authorizes J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« Report Says “Moderna Arm’ Is Not Worse With The Second COVID-19 Vaccine Dose. 

* mRNA Technology Has Helped Speed Development Of SARS-CoV-2 Vaccines, Bui Can Also Complicate 
Manufacturing. 

* Opinion: Public Health Officials Must Grapple With Sins Of Omission In COVID-19 Vaccine Messaging. 

* Efficacy Numbers For J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine Examined. 

« Editorial: Leaders Across US Must Work Harder To More Thoroughly, Equally Distribute COVID-19 Vaccines. 
* BioNTech Tapping Merck, Other Companies To Scale Up Production Of Tiny Lipid Spheres That Get COVID- 
19 Shots Inio Peopie’s Cells. 

* Merck Preparing To Launch New Trial For COVID-19 Drug From $425M Oncolmmune Buyout. 

« Some Republican Governors Make Clear They Will Not Abandon Mask Mandates. 

* COVID-19 Vaccine Registrations Spike In Texas County After Governor Lifts Safety Measures. 

« Opinion: We Need To Question Massive COVID-19 Aid Given To Some Governors. 

° Editorial: This ls Not The Time To Declare Victory Prematurely Against COVID-19. 

* Mississippi Governor Explains Why COVID-19 Restrictions Were No Longer Needed. 

* States Rapidly Expanding COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility As Supplies Increase. 

* California Clinics Say They Are Not Receiving Enough COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Inoculate Underserved 
Communities. 

¢ Nebraska To Continue To Focus On Providing COVIB-19 Vaccines To Older Residents. 

* Michigan Legislature Passes $4.2B COVID-19 Relief Plan Without Deal With Governor. 

° Only One Vaccinator Currently Participates In Wisconsin’s New COVID-19 Vaccine Registry. 

« Several California Counties Begin Reopening After COVID-19 Surge. 

* Pennsylvania To Administer First Shipment Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Teachers, School Siaff. 

« Telehealth Company, New York Health Department Partner To Provide COVID-19 Vaccines To Homebound 
People. 

« Missouri Legislators Introduce Bill To Limit Health Officials’ Powers To Close Businesses, Schools. 

* Massachusetts Teachers Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine March 11. 

* West Virginia Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility List To Include Residents Aged 50 to 64, Educators Aged 
40 And Older, Others. 

* Corrections Officer Sues New Mexico County Over COVID-19 Vaccination Mandate. 

« Michigan Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Those Aged 50 To 64, Residents With Certain Medical 
Conditions, Some Caregivers. 

* Rhode Island Subcommittee Approves Use Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 

e NYC Compirolier Says Mayor Should Give Up COVID-19 Emergency Powers. 

«LA County Reports COVID-19 Cases Among Healthcare Workers Have Decreased 94% Since Vaccination 
Began. 

« New York Family Struggled To Find Legal Assistance To File Suit Against State Nursing Home. 
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* Some States Disregard CDC Guidelines, Administer COVID-19 Vaccines Based On Age. 

«New Jersey Governor Says COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Will “Explode” By Easter. 

e North Carolina DHHS Urges Schools To Reopen. 

* North Carolina House Okays $7.78 COVID-19 Relief Plan. 

° Minnesota Receives First Shipment Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

« Judge Grants Temporary Injunction On Bills Limiting Kentucky Governor's COVID-19 Powers. 

* Kentucky Has Administered COVID-19 Vaccine To More Than 737K People. 

* Nearly Every Elderly Resident In Florida Key Upscale Community Has Received COVID-19 Vaccine. 
* Idaho House Passes Bill Defining When An Epidemic Qualifies As A Disaster. 

» Minnesota’s $242M COVID-19 Relief Package Not Enough To Meet Demands. 

* Alaska Expands COVID-19 Vaccination Eligibility To Include Residents Aged 55 To 64, People Over 16 Who 
Meet Certain Criteria. 

* Biden Administration Allows California To Use Medicaid Funding To Administer COVID-19 Testing To Low- 
Income Students. 

« Alabama’s Mask Mandate Set To Expire Friday. 

* Arizona Governor Orders Schools To Reopen By March 15. 

« Wisconsin Has Administered More Than 1.5M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

° Georgia Governor Announces Five New Mass COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Will Open This Month. 

* New York Governor Says Some States Are “Too Hasty” In Easing COVID-19 Restrictions. 

* indiana Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Those Aged 50 To 54. 

* Wisconsin Assembly Committee Holds Maskless Public Hearing. 

* CVS Offers COVID-19 Vaccine To Teachers Of Any Age In Florida. 

« Oregon Has Administered More Than 1M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

*NYC Health Commissioner Says COVID-19 Vaccines May Be Available To All Residents By Late April. 
* United, American Airlines To Begin Providing Chicago Workers J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«Pilots Delivering COVID-19 Vaccines Make Case For Early Vaccination. 

* Mutual Aid Groups, Formed To Address Temporary Pandemic Need, Now Face Challenges. 

« Opinion: Donald Trurnp Should Become Celebrity Vaccine Crusader. 

* Opinion: Coronavirus Pushes Competing Scientists To Be More Open, Willing To Share Work. 

« Certain North Carolina Smokers Will Soon Be Eligible To Receive COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Iinois Extends COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Include Smokers. 

* Opinion: Democrats Are Getting Significant Liberal Gains With Biden Stimulus. 

« Commentary: Pandemic May Be Risky Time To Raise The Minimum Wage. 

* Child Tax Credit In Biden’s COVID-19 Relief Bill Likely To Face GOP Opposition In Senate. 

« Dernocrats Are Seeking To Make Temporary Expansion Of Child Tax Credit Permanent. 

°e UCLA Study: Majority White Areas Got More PPP Money Than Majority Latino Areas. 

« Opinion: Not Increasing Minimum Wage Wil Hit Red States Hardest. 

° Analysis: Democrais’ Effort To Expand ACA in Relief Bill Will Slightly Expand Coverage Ai High Cosi. 
« Opinion: Biden Stimulus Bill ls “Another Carveout For The Abortion Industry.” 

* Opinion: Having Agreed To Narrowing Relief Payments, Biden Could Cut More From Stimulus Bil. 

« Opinion: Democrats’ Stimulus Package Likely To Hand Healthcare Indusiry Billlons. 
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* Biden Administration Will Shorichange Some Small Businesses With New Loan Rules. 

* Biden Says Obama Should Have Taken “Victory Lap’ After Passing 2009 Stimulus. 

* Opinion: Employers Must Accept One Of Two Objectionabie Alternatives To Provide Incentive For Workers To 
Receive Vaccine. 

° Opinion: COVID-19 Family Visiting Policies For Nursing Homes, Hospitals Must Be Reconsidered. 

« Opinion: Bridgeport City Council Should Abandon Pian To Prohibit Flavored Tobacco Products. 

* AstraZeneca Solid Moderna Stake For Over $7B in 2020, Report Shows. 

* Amazon Care's Clinical Provider Files Paperwork To Operate in 17 More States. 

* Ovid Sells Most Promising Drug To Continue Research On Rare Neurological Diseases. 

* Apple Working To Prove Apple Watch’s Medical Applications. 

* San Francisco Hires New Behavioral Health Czar To Manage Network Of Substance Use, Mental Healthcare 
Programs. 


Global Health News 

* UK Researchers To Test Colchicine As Treatment For People With Early-Stage SARS-CoV-2 Infection. 

* Indian COVID-19 Vaccine Found To Have An 81% Efficacy Rate. 

* UK Report Says Just One Dose Of Pfizer-BioNTech SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine Is 60-70% Effective At Preventing 
Symptomatic Disease In People Age 70 And Older. 

°e WHO's Global Trial Of Coronavirus Treatments Is Inert After Halting Of Last Arm Of Study. 

« Calls Grow In EU To Loosen COVID-19 Vaccination Program Red Tape. 

* Paris Court Considers Lawsuit Seeking Accountabillly For French Nursing Home Deaths. 

« More African Countries Receive COVID-19 Vaccines From COVAX. 

° Czechia Looks To European Neighbors For Hospital Beds For Patients With COVID-19. 

« Czechia, Slovakia Receive Additional 100,000 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses From EU Pariners. 

* Greece To Increase Enforce Of COVID-19 Lockdown Rules. 

* Austrian Officials Plan To Vaccinate Areas Hit Hard With South African Coronavirus Variant. 

*EU To Extend Pandemic Stimulus Safety Net Two More Years. 

* Seychelles Aims To Achieve Herd Immunity Against COVID-19 By Mid-March. 

* Latin America COVID-19 Vaccinations Slow To Start. 

* Belgium’s Biggest COVID-19 Vaccination Center Swamped With Demand After Technical Issues. 

* Slovakia’s Political Coalition In Turmoil After Prime Minister Orders Russian COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Hungary To Expand AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine To People Over 60. 

«EU, China Say They Will Launch COVID-19 Vaccine Passporis. 

° Britain Plans To Repair Government Finances With Tax Increases After Economy Recovers From Pandemic. 
«WHO Tear Leader Acknowledges Absence Of “Hard Facts Or Detailed Data” On Wuhan Lab Work. 

* Germans Sill Largely Hesifant To Get AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine Despite Efficacy Data. 

« North Korea’s Efforis To Contain COVID-19 Have Worsened Human Rights Abuses, UN Expert Warns. 

* Pope Francis’ Upcoming Visit To lrag Draws Concern About Crowds Spreading COVID-19. 

* Ecuador's Largest City Wants Direct Purchase Of COVID-19 Vaccines Amid National Government Delays. 
« Japan’s COVID-19 Contact Tracing App Plagued By Bugs, Problems. 

* Merkel, German Officials Reach Deal To Keep Lockdowns In Place Until March 28. 
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° Sao Paulo Forced To Shut Down Amid COVID-19 Surge While Buenos Aires Reopens. 

* COVID-19 Prevalence In England Failing At Slower Rate, Study Reveals. 

* Thailand's Tourism Reopening Plan Moves Forward As COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign Continues. 
+ Countries With High Obesity Rates Have Worse COVID-19 Mortality Rates, Report Finds. 


HHS in the News 

« Becerra’s Nomination For HHS Secretary Heads To The Senate Floor After Panel Voie Deadlocks. 

°* HHS Orders Texas To Expand COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Teachers, Child Care Providers. 

* Biden Struggling To Prevent Humanitarian Crisis Amid Spike In Unaccompanied Immigrant Children Crossing 
The Border. 

« USA Today Discusses Where Biden’s Cabinet Picks Stand In Confirmation Process. 

* Heritage Action Launches Ad Campaign Urging Three Democratic Senators To Vote Against Becerra’s 
Nomination For HHS Secretary. 

* Becerra Accused Of “Downplaying” China’s Human Rights Abuses In 1997. 

* California AG Reveals His Office Is Investigating Providence Health Over Allegations It Applies Religious 
Restrictions On Care. 

« Commentary: Becerra’s Diversion Of Medicaid Funds To Labor Unions Makes Him “Unfit” To Head HHS. 

* CDC Director Warns “Fatique” is Taking Hold As Drops in COVID-19 Cases, Deaths Plateau. 

* insurance Companies Launch Initiative Which Seeks To Vaccinate 2M Seniors Against COVID-19. 

«WHO: COVID-19 Cases increased By 7% Globally Last Week. 

« Many Companies Will Continue To Require Masks Despite Texas’ Decision To Lift Mandaie. 

« CBP Has Over 71,700 Unaccompanied immigrant Children In Custody, Data Show. 

° Biden White House Trying To Recover From Reopening Of Trump-Era Facilities For Migrant Children. 

« Cruz Says Biden's “Catch-And-Release” Policies Bring Abusive Human Traffickers, Death To US. 

° Opinion: Biden Has Created Crisis At Southern Border. 

* HHS Names Elizabeth Fowler As Head Of CMMI. 

* Transgender Rights Become A “Political Flash Point’ Under Biden. 

* Airlines Required To Collect Coniact Information For Travelers Traveling From Congo, Guinea To US Amid 
Ebola Outbreaks. 

° CDC Offers Advice To Teachers On Educating Students About Zombie Pandemic. 

* FDA Unable To Conduct More Than 1,000 Planned Inspections Of Foreign Manufacturing Plants Last Year 
Due To Pandemic. 

« Patients With ALS Reportedly Hopeful Due To Recent Developments. 

° Former HHS Official: US Would Curtail Inequity If Government Focused On Helping Children In Foster Care 
Find Permanent Families. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
* Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 
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« Granholm Says DOE Will Invest $40B In Clean Energy Projects. 

* Granholm: Texas Needs To “Link Up’ And Weatherize. 

* House Democrats’ Climate Change Bill Includes Goal Of 100% Clean Electricity By 2035. 
« Records Show Billlons In Transportation Earmarks Remain Unused. 

° Engineering Society Urges “Big And Bold” Infrastruciure Relief. 

« Farmers Await Policy Changes Under New Administration. 

* USPS Launches Second Phase Of Organizational Changes. 

* House Passes For The People Act 220-210. 

«Pentagon iG Releases Findings Of Probe Into Ex-White House Physician. 

* Transporiation IG Report Cites Chao For Misuse Of Office. 

*« Cuomo Apologizes For Acting “In A Way That Made People Feel Uncomfortable,” But Will Not Resign. 
¢ Trump Reportedly Considering 2024 Bid With New Running Mate. 

*Emmer Says Trump’s Involvement In GOP House Races Not “Helpful.” 

* FEC Asks Jordan To Explain Accounting Discrepancies. 

« Reed Reporiedly Planning New York Gubernatorial Run. 

* Scholars Call For Creation Of Federal “Social Housing Development Authority.” 


With $1B And Advanced Imaging, NIH Seeks Answers To COVID-19’s Lingering Effects. 


HealthImaging (3/3) reports, “Up to 30% of the 28 million COVID-19 cases recorded in the U.S. could lead to 
long-term symptoms.” The NIH “launched a number of new projects to understand the mechanisms behind these 
lingering symptoms, which include brain fog, fevers and headaches long after patients test negative.” NIH 
Director Francis Collins, MD, PhD, said to CBS, “There will be no stones left unturned.” 


Fauci Discusses Lifting Of COVID-19 Restrictions In Texas, Mississippi In Interview. 


(3/3, 409K}, NIAID Director Anthony Fauci discussed the lifting of COVID- 
19 restrictions in Texas and Mississippi. Fauci said, “Il don’t know why they're doing it, but ii certainly from a 


In an interview on CNN’s Out Front = 


public health standpoint is ill-advised.” He continued, “If you look at right now the curves of the diminution of 
infections that are going down, it’s reached the point where the last seven days, it's plateaued.” Fauci added, 
“What we don't need right now is another surge, so just pulling back on all of the public health guidelines that we 
know work...is inexplicable why you would want to pull back now.” 

Additional Source. CNN (3/4, Holcombe, 89.21M) reports Fauci added that he understands “the need to 
wani to get back to normality, but you’re only going to set yourself back if you just completely push aside the 
public health guidelines — particularly when we're dealing with anywhere from 55 to 70,000 infections per day in 
the United States.” 


Dr. Fauci: Texas And Mississippi Mask Mandate Rollbacks Are ‘Iil-Advised’ And ‘Risky’. 


Forbes (3/3, Porterfield, 10.33M) reporis NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci said it’s far too early for states to begin 
lifting mask-wearing orders, as ihe governors of Texas and Mississippi did this week, in ‘premature’ declarations 
of victory over the coronavirus pandemic that will likely lead to another surge of new coronavirus cases.” Lifting 
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“mask mandates ‘is really quite risky, Fauci...said during a virtual town hall held by the United Food and 
Commercial Workers International Union.” He “said that while the seven-day average of new infections in the two 
states slowed over the past few weeks, they have more recently plateaued.” Other health authorities “warned 
against reopening this week, with” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky “saying Monday she is ‘really worried’ about 
new virus variants.” 

Additional Source. The Boston Globe (3/3, Kaufman, 1.04M)} reports Fauci “said Wednesday it was ‘ill 
advised’ for states to relax measures in place to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and likened the current 
stage of the pandemic to a game of ‘tug of war,’ with variants of the virus emerging and governors rolling back 
restrictions while vaccinations are ramping up.” Fauci said, “The baseline that we're at right now between 60 and 
70,000 cases a day is unacceptably high for any significant pulling back on mitigation.” 


Fauci: Trials Of Third Vaccine To Fight COVID Variants Will Start This Month. 


The New York Post (3/3, O'Neill, 7.45M) reports, “Vaccine makers are developing a third shot to fight new, highly 
contagious COVID-19 variants ~ with clinical trials set fo start this month, Dr. Anthony Fauci said Wednesday.” 
Companies such as Moderna “are working hard to seek approval for ‘variant-specific’ booster jabs to protect 
against mutated virus strains such as the South African variant, the National institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases chief said during a White House briefing.” 


Anthony Fauci Pleads: Don’t Declare Victory. 


In a plece for Wired (3/3, 3.42M), edifor at large Steven Levy interviews NIAID director Dr. Anthony Fauci “about 
vaccines, masks, and how he’s been portrayed on Saturday Night Live.” For instance, when asked the length of 
efficacy of the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, Fauci said, “We know thai the antibody levels after 
vaccination iasts at ieast six months, and maybe much longer. The reason we don’t know how long is we've only 
been doing this for less than a year. “ 


Fauci Is Giving His Coronavirus Model To The Smithsonian. 


The New York Times (3/3, Waller, 20.6M) reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci donated his three- 
dimensional model of the coronavirus to the National Museum of American History on Tuesday. The museum is 
collecting items for a future exhibition called “In Sickness and in Health” to examine the history of US medicine. 
Dr. Fauci said, “| wanted to pick something that was really meaningful to me and imporiant because | used it so 
often.” 

AddRienal Source. Smithsonian (3/3, Ault, 7.41M) reports NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said “that it is an 
‘extraordinary and humbling honor’ to receive the Smithsonian Institution’s Great Americans award.” in a virtual 
ceremony and interview, Fauci called the Smithsonian “one of the great American institutions.” According to 
Smithsonian, Fauci’s “accomplishments since he began his career at the National Institutes of Health in 1968 are 
mind-bogaling.” 


Biden Calls State Decisions To End Mask Mandates ‘Neanderthal Thinking’. 


In a front-page article, the New York Times (3/3, A1, Moya, Robertson, Coulehan, Dobbins, 20.6M) reports thai 
on Wednesday, President Biden “strongly criticized the decisions by the governors of Texas and Mississippi to Iift 
statewide mask mandates, calling the plans ‘a big mistake’ that reflected ‘Neanderthal thinking,’ as his 
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administration iries fo manage the pandemic while state leaders set their own plans.” The piece mentions CDC 
Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

Additional Sources, USA Today (3/3, Groppe, Subramanian, 12.7M) reports the President “said it’s 
imporiant to listen to the recommendations of scientists, especially as the nation is on the cusp of turning things 
around with the coronavirus vaccines.” Biden is quoted as saying, “The last thing we need is Neanderthal 
thinking that, ‘In the meantime, everything's fine, take off your mask, forget it.’ ... It still matters.” Meanwhile, 
Walensky said, “Every individual is empowered to do the right thing here, regardless of what the states decide for 
personal health, for public health, for their health of their loved ones and communities. ... | would still encourage 
individuals to wear masks, to socially distance, and to do the right thing to protect their own health.” 

Bloomberg (3/3, Wingrove, Epstein, 3.57M) reports Biden also said, “It’s a big mistake.” He added, “| haope 
everyone has realized by now, these masks make a difference.” 

Reuters (3/3, Shalal, O'Donnell, Renshaw) reporis the President “said the increasing availability of 
vaccinations was making a difference in containing the pandemic, but it was critical to remain vigilant about 
wearing masks, washing hands and social distancing.” In response to Biden's comments, “Mississippi Governor 
Tate Reeves told Fox News Channel: ‘We no longer have a healthcare crisis in our state ... | wish the president 
would focus on trusting Americans rather than trying to insult Americans.” 

CNN (3/8, Klein, Sullivan, 89.21M) reporis Biden urged “all Americans to continue to follow guidelines 
despite the mixed messaging from some state officials.” He said, “It’s critical ~ critical, critical, critical ~ that they 
follow the science. ... And | know you all know that. | wish the heck some of our elected officials knew it.” 

ABC World News Tonigh 
“Neanderthal thinking.” Meanwhile, Fauci was shown saying, “I think thatis ill advised. It is really quite risky.” Dr. 


| (3/3, story 3, 3:05, Muir, 7.11M) also reported on Biden’s comments about 


Walensky was also quoted. 

ABC News (3/3, Ebbs, 2.44) reports, “Top Biden administration officials involved in COVID-19 response 
expressed disappoiniment Wednesday in state decisions to start reopening at a critical point in the pandemic, 
saying it’s more important than ever io keep wearing masks and preventing more cases of COVID-19 that could 
threaten the vaccine rollout.” Walensky said the US “is at a ‘critical nexus’ in the pandemic and that individuals 
have to keep wearing masks, distancing, and protecting themselves and others from the virus so cases don't go 
back up before more people can be vaccinated.” 

NBC News (3/3, Egan, 4.91M) reports the two governors’ moves “carne just one day after the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention warned that relaxing the guidelines could cause cases to trend upward again.” 
White House senior adviser for Covid-19 response, Andy Slavitt, “said Wednesday that the Biden administration 
was ‘using the absolute full extent of all of the areas where we have federal control’ to enforce health guidelines 
and that they were ‘actively being very, very clear on what we think needs to happen.” 

| (3/3, story 2, 2:30, O'Donnell, 
4.68M), NBC Nightly News = (3/3, story 5, 0:35, Holi, 5.82M), CNBC (3/3, Feuer, 7.34M), Politico (3/3, Leonard, 
6.73M), The Hill (3/3, Sullivan, 5.69M)}, Forbes (3/3, Durkee, 10.33M), NPR (3/3, Rascoe, 3.69M), Newsweek 
(3/3, Crisp, 2.67M), US News & World Report (3/3, Smith-Schoenwalder, 1.91M), the New York Post (3/3, 
O'Neill, Nelson, 7.45M), Newsday (NY) (3/3, Figueroa Hernandez, 776K), the Dallas Morning News (3/3, Smith, 
772K}, the Texas Tribune (3/3, Svitek, 258K}, the Washington Examiner (3/3, Lim, 888K), Axios (3/3, Rummler, 
1.26M), and National Review (3/3, Evans, 798K). 
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Biden Stands By May Timeline For Vaccines For All US Adults. 


The AP (2/3, Miller, Johnson, Lemire) reports on Tuesday, President Biden the US will have enough COVID-19 
vaccines “for all adults by the end of May — two months earlier than anticipated ~ and he pushed states to get at 
least one shot into the arms of teachers by the end of March to hasten school reopenings.” In spite of “the 
stepped-up pace of vaccine production, the work of inoculating Americans could extend well into the summer, 
officials said, depending both on the government's capacity to deliver doses and Americans’ willingness to roll up 
their sleeves.” The President's forecast “quickly raised expectations for when the nation could safely emerge 
from the pandemic, but even as he expressed optimism, Biden quickly tempered the outlook.” The article 
mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

Additional Sources. The Hill (3/3, Chalfant, Easley, 5.69M) reports “Biden dramatically changed 
expectations on the supply of vaccines and the trajectory of the country’s comeback from the coronavirus 
pandemic on Tuesday in announcing there will be enough coronavirus vaccines for all American adults by the 
end of May.” The article says, “On Wednesday, government officials described a process that seemed to 
surprise them for how swiftly it came together.” The previous estimate had been July. White House senior 
adviser on COVID-19 response Andy Slavitt said, “This is truly a story where there are no bad guys, there’s only 
good actors here. Everybody got together and found ways to bring forward the timeline so we can get Americans 
fully vaccinated and into a very different place and a very different part of the pandemic.” 

USA Today (3/4, Weise, 12.7M) reports vaccine experts welcome the “accelerated timeline for distribution,” 
but offer “sorne caution about whether the companies can reach their promised doses and delivery dates.” 
According to the article, “The process is complex, with so many variables that vaccine manufacturers can’t count 
on every batch making it through to the end.” 


Ingraham: Best Way To Respond To ‘Disappearing Goalposts’ Of Biden, Fauci Is ‘Just 
Ignore Them’. 


Fox News (3/3, Creitz, 23.99M) reports Laura Ingraham on Wednesday said Americans should respond to the 
“disappearing goalposts” set by President Biden and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci by just ignoring “them 
altogether.” The host of “The Ingraham Angle” said that Democrats are great at “identifying problems that in 
reality can never be solved, then promising to fix them, and then pushing policies that only make things worse, at 
which point the same Democrats simply demand that you sacrifice more of your money and your rights. Then 
rinse and repeat.” 


As U.S. Covid Cases Stall, Top Health Officials Warn Variants Could ‘Hijack’ Nation’s 
Progress. 


CNBC (3/3, Higgins-Dunn, 7.34M) reports the US “is at a ‘critical nexus’ in lis response to the coronavirus 
pandemic as highly transmissible varianis threaten to overturn the nation’s progress in a matter of weeks, even 
as more vaccines make their way into the arms of Americans, top health officials warned Wednesday.” The 
varianis’ emergence “has largely coincided with the sharp decline in daily new cases across the U_S. since 
January, but those figures have since stalled.” The “variant first identified in the U.K., known as B.1.1.7, ‘looms 
ready to hijack’ the nation’s success, Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
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Prevention, said Wednesday.” NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci on Wednesday noted the B.1.3514 variant first 
identified in South Africa could ‘moderately to severely’ reduce vaccine efficacy.” 


‘When Will It End?’: How A Changing Virus Is Reshaping Scientists’ Views On COVID-19. 


Reuters (3/3, Steenhuysen, Kelland) reports Chris Murray, the director of the Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation (HME), “had until recently been hopeful that the discovery of several effective vaccines could help 
countries achieve herd immunity [against SARS-CoV-2], or nearly eliminate transmission through a combination 
of inoculation and previous infection.” However, “in the last month, data from a vaccine trial in South Africa 
showed not only thai a rapidly-spreading coronavirus variant could dampen the effect of the vaccine, it could also 
evade natural immunity in people who had been previously infected.” Murray is now “updating his model to 
account for variants’ ability to escape natural immunity and expects to provide new projections as early as this 
week.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said that even after vaccination, he “still would want to wear a mask if there 
was a variant out there.” 


At A Vaccination Site In Miami, Some Wonder Whether To Choose Newly Approved 
Johnson & Johnson Vaccine Or Pfizer One. 


CNN (3/3, Flores, Weisfeldt, 89.21M) reports “those who showed up to a Miami vaccination site on Wednesday 
found themselves in the rare position where they got to choose which Covid-19 vaccine they would like to get: 
the newly FDA-approved Johnson & Johnson vaccine, or the Pfizer vaccine.” Florida’s “FEMA-supported 
vaccination sites ~ in Tampa, Orlando, Jacksonville and Miami ~ are now allowing people to choose between 
J&J and Pfizer, according to Jason Mahon, cornmunications director for the Florida Division of Emergency 
Management.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “urged Americans to take any of the three ‘highly efficacious’ 
coronavirus vaccines now available io them and not delay getting one vaccine over another.” 


Plan To Ditch The Mask After Vaccination? Not So Fast. 


The New York Times (3/3, Mandavilli, 20.6M) reports many Americans are wondering if they can stop wearing 
masks afier being vaccinated against SARS-CoV-2, but experts say it’s still unclear whether vaccinations stop 
people from spreading the virus, so for now, people who have been vaccinated should continue wearing masks 
and taking other precautions to limit the spread of the virus as they did before. Neelije van Doremalen, an expert 
in preclinical vaccine development at the NIH’s Rocky Mountain Laboratories in Montana, said the COVID-19 
vaccines “are under a lot more scrutiny than any of the previous vaccines ever have been.” Meanwhile, NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci said people who are immunized “should wear masks until we actually prove thal vaccines 
prevent transmission.” Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center vaccine development expert Larry Corey is 
quoted, 


Two Doses Of Pfizer And Moderna’s Covid-19 Vaccine Are Necessary, Officials Say, But 
Questions Still Linger. 


CNN (3/4, Christensen, 89.21M) reports, “The United States is holding firm to the strategy to administer two 
doses of the Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech Covid-19 vaccines a few weeks apart. Sul, the idea of expanding the 
supply by dispensing only one dose hasn't faded away.” With demand outpacing supply and data showing the 
effectiveness of Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines after one dose, some experis have called for the strategy, though 
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“that has not swayed vaccine makers, the US Food and Drug Administration or the CDC to shift toward single 
doses to cover more people sooner.” Former Surgeon General Dr. Jerome Adams “said in a tweet on Tuesday 
that the good protection available with one shoi ‘is better than great protection for a few.” NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “told CNN’s Erin Burnett on Wednesday that Adams’ tweets were not accounting for the impact of 
virus variants, which can decrease the amount of protection from vaccines.” 


Florida Gov. DeSantis Slams Biden Over Pace Of School Reopenings: ‘Pathetic Failure Of 
Leadership’. 


Fox News (3/3, Barrabi, 23.99M) reports Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R} “accused President Biden on Sunday of 
a ‘pathetic failure of leadership’ for the current pace of his nationwide push to reopen schools during the 
coronavirus pandernic.” DeSantis “accused Biden of prioritizing special interest groups over the well-being of 
students.” DeSantis said, “This is just purely being subservient to a special interest, and Biden has been one of 
the worst in It, because when he says, ‘My goal is to get 50% of the schools in person in 100 days,’ we've 
already had that.” In January, NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci said Biden’s goal to reopen schools ‘may not 
happen because there may be mitigating circumstances.” 


The Pandemic Is Ending, And So Should Fauci’s Public Appearances. 


Contributor Zachary Faria writes in the Washington Examiner (3/3, 888K) that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
‘is butting heads with South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem afier she said he was ‘wrong a lot.” However, “Noem is 
correct, and the sooner we stop hearing from Fauci, ihe better.” Faria adds, “Whatever benefits once resulted 
fromm Fauci's public appearances have long since evaporated. It's not just that he undermined his own value by 
lying about the effectiveness of masks In stopping the virus in March 2020.” Currently, “with cases plummeting 
across the country as vaccination efforts ramp up, there’s little reason to keep putting him in front of the camera.” 


Biden’s COVID, Border Policies Prove He’s Serious About Neither. 


In an opinion piece for The Hill (3/3, 5.69M), Dale Wilcox, executive director and general counsel at the 
Immigration Reform Law Institute, says “it has quickly become clear” that President Biden’s positions on 
immigration and the US pandemic response “are hopelessly intertwined, in opposition to each other, and 
destined to fail.” Wilcox says the Administration can deploy NIAID Director Anthony “Fauci and other like-minded 
allies in the media to defend it, but it doesn’t take a Ph.D in immunology to see the obvious: Containing and 
defeating a challenge like COVID-19 is made significantly more difficult when foreign nationals fram 
underdeveloped countries are allowed to pour into the country en masse.” 


Republicans And Democrats Tear New Divides As Senate Debates Covid-19 Deal And 
States Are Reopening. 


While House reporter Stephen Collinson writes in an analysis in CNN (3/4, 89.21M) that many Republican 


leaders still act “as though the pandemic is more a platform for political grandstanding than the worst national 
crisis since World War Ul,” and “new ideological divides are being exposed with President Joe Biden’s huge 
Covid-19 relief bill coring up in the Senate on Thursday.” Collinson says, “The broader GOP's tendency to put 
political goals over the recommendations of government scientists, a holdover from the Trump era, is also 
evident as battle lines are drawn in Washington over the $1.9 trilllon Covid-19 relief plan.” He adds that the “fresh 
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rush by GOP governors in Texas, Mississippi and elsewhere to ditch precautions thai eased a horrific post- 
holiday spike in infections” demonstrates “the politicization of the pandemic,” quoting NIAID Director Dr. Anthony 
Fauci as saying, “It just is inexplicable why you would want to pull back now.” 


Looming Trump Ban Ruling Is A Distraction From Facebook’s Real Oversight Crisis. 


Contributor Marietje Shaake writes in an opinion in USA Today (3/4, 12.7M) that the Facebook Oversight Board’s 
decision on whether to reinstate former President Donald Trump’s account “has been breathlessly followed by 
some journalists as if it were a Supreme Court ruling; which | wish it was, because independent oversight over 
the outsized power of Facebook is desperately needed.” She adds that these “internal Facebook processes 
should not distract from the need for independent, external oversight based on democratically mandated rules.” 
As a “founding member of a body called the Real Facebook Oversight Board,” Shaake says “the fact that Steve 
Bannon, who suggested the beheading of Dr. Fauci, is still a welcome member of the Facebook club is why our 
work is not done.” 


Johnson & Johnson Vaccine Rollout Faces Potential Equity, Efficacy Concerns. 


US News & World Report (3/3, Cirruzzo, 1.91M) reporis Johnson & Johnson's COVID-19 vaccine “looks to be a 
valuable tool as the U.S. aims for herd immunity against COVID-19, but providers may be challenged by 
questions of equity and a perception that the shot Is less effective than its counterparts.” According to the article, 
“Experts and officials have expressed concern thai the efficacy of the J&J vaccine may be called into question, 
leading people to regard if as inferior’ to vaccines from Moderna and Pfizer. However, “as White House adviser 
Dr. Anthony Fauci noted, vaccines have not been compared head to head.” 


A Needed Vaccine Boost As States Clamor To Open Up. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (3/3, 855K) says in an editorial thai moves by many states to remove COVID-19 
restrictions make it “even more imperative to quickly vaccinate a critical mass of the population.” The editorial 
notes, “Herd immunity requires vaccination rates of 70 to 90%, according to Dr. Anthony Fauci.” The editorial 
adds that the news that Johnson & Johnson and Merck “will tearn up to produce the newly approved J&J vaccine 
more quickly” is “an example of whai a presidency can achieve working behind the scenes to administer to the 
nation’s needs.” 


NIH Launches Next Version Of Alzheimer’s Precision Medicine Effort. 


Health IT Analytics (3/3, Kent) reports, “NIH has launched the next version of the Accelerating Medicines 
Parinership Alzheimer’s disease program (AMP AD 2.0), an effort to enable precision medicine treatments for 
Alzheimer's.” Richard J. Hodes, MD, director of the National Institute on Aging (NIA), part of NIH, said, “AMP AD 
has helped transform the way we learn about the disease process and identify new targets for treatment.” This 
“effort is managed through the Foundation for the NIH (FNIH),” and “FNIH’s steering committee management will 
be ied by an AMP AD executive committee made up of leaders from NIA, industry, the FDA, and non-profit 
research, advocacy, and care organizations.” 


Targeted DNA Sequencing Informs Posttransplant Relapse Rates In MDS. 
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Onclive (3/3, Seymour) reports, “Targeted DNA sequencing prior to transplant can be used to determine which 
patienis with myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) are at high risk for posttransplant relapse and should forego 
reduced-iniensity conditioning in lieu of myeloablative conditioning, according to findings from a study published 
in JCO Precision Oncology.” The findings indicate that “patients with a positive mutational profile had a higher 3- 
year relapse rate compared with patients without detectable mutations, at 40% and 11%, respectively (P = .022) 
and a decreased 3-year overall survival (OS) rate, af 55% and 79%, respectively (P = .045).” Lead study author 
Laura W. Dillon, PhD, of the National Human Genome Research Institute, and co-investigators, wrote, “Analysis 
of larger MDS cohorts using broad nexi-generation sequencing panels will have to be performed to define the 
mutations with greatest prognostic significance at the pre-allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplant limepoint.” 


Health Agency ClOs See No Going Back From Pandemic Transformations. 


Federal News Network (3/3, Heckman, 220) reports, “Health care agencies on the front lines of responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic have seen their roles — and their infrastructure — go through rapid transformations.” For 
instance, “Department of Health and Human Resources ClO Perryn Ashmore said the push to telework a year 
ago gave HHS an opportunity to flex investments in remote capabilities it made years before the pandemic.” In 
addition, “HHS Acting Chief Data Officer Kevin Duvall said increased cloud capabilities have given the agency 
added flexibility that ‘allows missions and technology to be more aligned.” Meanwhile, “Andrea Norris, director of 
the Center for Information Technology and CIO for the National Institutes of Health, said NIH staff easily adapted 
to remote work.” 


Presence Of Pathogenic Variants Provide Rationale For Germline Sequencing In Pediatric 
Rhabdomyosarcoma. 


OncLive (3/3, Hergert} reports researchers found “pathogenic germline variants identified among children and 
young adults with rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) suggest that all children with RMS should undergo germiine 
sequencing to utilize available surveillance guidelines and inform potential gene-specific therapy options.” The 
findings were published in JCO Precision Oncology. The lead study author was Jung Kim, PhD, a staff scientist 
at the National Cancer Institute. 


NIH: People With HIV Should Be Prioritized For COVID-19 Vaccination. 


Healio (3/3, Dreisbach, 40K) reports, “The NIH said people with HIV should be considered a high-risk group 
when making decisions about COVID-19 vaccine priority.” This “recommendation was part of the NIH’s updated 
interim guidance for COVID-19 and HIV.” 


Widely Used Convalescent Plasma Treatment Doesn’t Stop COVID-19 Patients From Getting 
Sicker, Study Finds. 


USA Today (3/3, Weintraub, 12.7M) reports, “The federal government discontinued a research trial of 
convalescent plasma for COVID-19 saying the blood product from recovered patients doesn’t prevent at-risk 
people visiting emergency rooms from getting sicker.” The FDA “authorized the emergency use of convalescent 
plasma last summer for hospitalized patients during the pandemic, though it said further research would be 
needed to confirm its effectiveness.” A NIH trial “was stopped early Tuesday, because an independent group of 
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reviewers determined it was not providing benefit to COVID-19 patients treated and released from emergency 
rooms.” 


Vir, GSK To Halt Enrollment In U.S. COVID-19 Antibody Trial Sub-Study. 


Reuters (3/3, Khandekar, Aripaka) reports Vir Biotechnology and GlaxoSmithKline announced “they would pause 
enrollment into a study testing their experimental’ antibody treatment for patients with COVID-19, “which is a part 
of a large U.S. trial.” The companies are now waiting “for more data from this sub-study after an independent 
panel found that while their drug, VIR-7831, met the criteria to move into the next stage of testing and was safe 
to use, there was lack of evidence to support how well It would work.” 

Additional Sources. FierceBiotech (3/3, Adams, 4K) reports the independent data monitoring board 
“recommends that the VIR-7831 arm of the trial ‘be closed to enrollment while the data mature.” According to the 
article, “The so-called ACTIV-3 program, started in December last year, was part of a new sub-trial with the 
National institutes of Health (NIH) assessing the med in hospitalized adults with COVID-19.” 

The San Francisco Business Times (3/3, Leuty, Subscription Publication, 895K) reports Vir's shares “lost 
around a third of their value Wednesday after” Vir and GlaxoSmithKline disclosed the news. 

Also reporting are Bloomberg (3/3, Lauerman, 3.57M), Endpoints News (3/3, Blankenship), and BioPharma 
Dive (3/3, Gardner). 


Vaping Marijuana Linked To Lung Injury In Teens, Study Says. 


CNN (3/3, LaMotte, 89.21M) reports, “Teens are about twice as likely to report ‘wheezing or whistling’ in the 
chest after vaping marijuana than after smoking cigarettes or using e-cigarettes, a new study has found.” 
According to CNN, “Vaping weed is associated with a dangerous, newly identified lung disease called EVALI,” 
which “was first identified by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in August 2019.” The study 
(3/3), published in the Journal of Adolescent Health, was “a national longitudinal study of the health impact of 
tobacco use administered by the National institutes of Health and the US Food and Drug Administration.” 
Additional Sources. Forbes (3/3, Gajewski, 10.33M) reports, “While smoking cigarettes, e-cigarettes and 
cannabis were ail linked with some respiratory symptoms, such as dry cough, most of the associations weren't 


significant after conirolling for vaping cannabis — a result thai goes against a lot of preconceived beliefs.” 

HealthDay (3/3, 11K) reports that according to the CDC, “4 out of 5 patients with EVALI had vaped 
cannabis, versus only about 16% who said they were only vaping nicotine.” American Lung Association chief 
medical officer Dr. Albert Rizzo “says that vaping products remain largely unregulated, despite promises by the 
[FDA] to enforce product standards among e-cigarette manufacturers.” 


‘Rerouting’ Brain Blood Flow: Old Technique Could Be New Advance Against Strokes. 


HealthDay (3/3, Norton, 11K) reports that for the treatment of patients with stroke due to intracranial 
atherosclerosis, physicians “are testing a decades-old surgical technique” called 
encephaloduroarteriosynangiosis (EDAS). In their “preliminary study of 28 patients treated with EDAS,” 
investigators “found that three — just under 11% — had another stroke in the next two years.” The findings were 
published online in the journal Neurosurgery. The study author said there are plans for a “larger trial at multiple 
U.S. medical centers funded by the National Institutes of Health.” 
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Biden To Host Senators In Bipartisan Oval Office Meeting On Cancer. 


Bloomberg (3/3, Sink, 3.57M) reporis President Joe Biden was scheduled to “host a bipartisan Oval Office 
meeting on cancer Wednesday, his first move as president to reinvigorate efforts he made during Barack 
Obama’s administration.” First Lady Dr. “Jill Biden has listed the fight among her top policy priorities, and 
addressed the National Cancer Institute last month.” 

Adaftional Sources. Fox News (3/3, Singman, 23.99M) reports President “Biden was in charge of 
President Obama’s ‘Cancer Moonshot initiative launched in 2016 to double the rate of progress and advances in 
cancer prevention, diagnosis and treatment.” According to the NCI, “the Cancer Moonshot had three ‘ambitious 
goals’: ‘To accelerate scientific discovery in cancer, foster greater collaboration, and improve the sharing of 
data.” At the Obama Administration’s end, “Biden put out an executive summary highlighting the task force’s 
progress, which included establishing a National Institutes of Health oublic-private partnership for accelerating 
cancer therapies, making clinical research trials more accessible to cancer patients, studying types of 
technologies and therapies that could deliver more targeted doses of radiation to tumor cells, and more.” 

Reuters (3/3, Shalal) reports, “Biden, whose son Beau died of brain cancer in 2015 at age 46, said the 
battle against cancer was deeply personal for him — and many Americans.” Biden said, “I think we're on the cusp 
of some real breakthroughs across the board on cancer.” 

The Hill (3/3, Samuels, 5.69M} reports, “Attendees at Wednesday's meeting included Vice President Harris 
and lawmakers in both parties who were part of efforis to pass the 21st Century Cures Act during the Obama 
administration.” This Slegisiation authorized billions of dollars in funding for the National Institutes of Health to 
conduct research on cancer and other diseases.” 


Antibodies From South African Coronavirus Variant May Offer Cross-Protection, 
Researchers Find. 


The Hill (8/3, Castronuovo, 5.69M) reports, “South African scientists said Wednesday that antibodies frorn the 
coronavirus variant first found in the country may offer protection against additional strains of the virus.” 
According to a Reuters report, “Alex Sigal of the Africa Health Research Institute said at a news conference that 
based on studies of patients who were infected with the 507Y.V2 variant of the virus that causes COVID-19, 
vaccines designed specifically for the strain ‘might be cross-protective to other variants.” Last week, “both Pfizer 
and Moderna, two of the three drug manufacturers whose coronavirus vaccines are approved for emergency use 
in the U.S. by the Food and Drug Administration, announced...that they had begun testing boaster shots of their 
vaccine to protect against South African variants.” At the time, Moderna said “it had already shipped dases of its 
booster to the National Institutes of Health for a phase one clinical trial that will be led and funded by the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.” 


UK, 4 Nations Fast-track Review Of Modified COVID Vaccines. 


The AP (3/4, Kirka) reports “regulators in the U.K. and four other countries have announced new rules to fast- 
track the development of modified COVID-19 vaccines fo ensure drugmakers can move swiftly to target 
emerging variants of the disease.” Previously authorized COVID-19 “vaccines that are modified to combat new 
varianis ‘will not need a brand new approval or ‘lengthy’ clinical studies,’ Britain’s Medicines and Healthcare 
Producis Regulatory Agency said Thursday.” The updated guidance “was issued jointly by regulators in the ULK., 
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Australia, Canada, Singapore and Switzerland.” The AP adds that “Moderna said Feb. 24 that it had shipped a 
variani-specific vaccine candidaie to the U.S. National Institutes of Health for review.” 


Researcher Under Federal Investigation For Chinese Ties. 


The AP (3/3) reports, “A former scientist at The Jackson Laboratory in Farmington, Connecticut, is being 
investigated by the FBI for failing to disclose financial affiliations with Chinese research institutions when 
requesting grant funding from the U.S. government.” An FBI affidavit filed in federal court says that “Yijun Ruan 
was listed as the primary investigator on 17 Jackson Lab research projects that received over $15 million in 
funding from the National Institutes of Health from 2014 through 2020.” 

Additional Source. The Portland (ME) Press Herald (3/3, Doyle, 174K) also covers the story. 


Biden Is Picking Up The Work On Cancer He Started As Obama’s VP. His Science Advisor 
Nominee Eric Lander Is Expected To Lead The Effort. 


Kimberly Leonard writes for Business Insider (3/3, 2.74M) that President Biden “has jump-started efforts to 
bolster research on cancer treatments and cures, picking up from where he left off as Barack Obama’s vice 
president.” During “a White House meeting on Wednesday afternoon with a bipartisan group of nine lawmakers, 
Biden laid out his plans, including how the nominee to be his top science advisor, Eric Lander ~ a world-famous 
geneticist - would spearhead the effort, lawmakers told Insider.” The piece says the NCI “receives more than 
$6.5 billion in funding each year, much of which goes toward medical-research grants.” 


UC San Diego RADx Projects Receive NIH Funding. 


Homeland Preparedness News (3/3, Clark} reports, “The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has earmarked 
funding totaling nearly $33 milllon over four years for five University of Califomia San Diego Rapid Acceleration 
of Diagnostics (RADx) projects.” This “RADx initiative seeks to expedite the development, commercialization, 
and implementation of technologies for COVID-79 testing.” 


Nonprofit Count Me In To Return Genomic Results To Patients With Rare Cancers. 


GenomeWeb (3/3) reports, “With a $16 million National Cancer Institute grant in hand, the Broad Institute, the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, and nonprofit cancer research organization Count Me In are developing workflows 
to involve patients with rare mutations more directly in studies about their diseases.” According to the article, 
“The centerpiece of this new initiative is a plan to return patient-specific resulis of germline and somatic 
sequencing in two rare cancers, osteosarcoma and leiomyosarcoma.” 


Health & Medical News 


Biden Signs Off On Narrowing Of Eligibility For New Tranche Of Stimulus Payments. 


The Washington Post (3/3, A1, Werner, Stein, 10.52M) reports that President Biden “has agreed to narrow 
eligibility for a new round of $1,400 stimulus paymenis in his $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief bill, under pressure 
from moderate Senate Democrats who've pushed for more ‘targeted’ spending in the bill.” Onder the new 
structure, the checks “would phase out faster for those at higher income levels, cormpared to the way the cireci 
payments were structured in Biden’s initial proposal and the version of the bill passed by the House on 
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Saturday.” The change “comes as the Senate prepares to take an initial procedural vote to move forward on the 
bil as early as Wednesday afternoon.” 

The Wall Street Journal (3/8, Ai, Peterson, Duehren, Rubin, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that 
centrist Democrats in the Senate were expected to win the modest change to the package but that Democratic 
leaders had rejecied a similar effort to reduce the amount of weekly federal unemployment benefits included in 
the stimulus legislation. 

Also reporting are ABC World News Tonight = (3/3, story 5, 0:45, Muir, 7.71M), the CBS Evening News = 
(3/3, story 6, 1:15, O'Donnell, 4.68M), USA Today (3/3, Wu, 12.7M)}, the Los Angeles Times (3/3, Wire, 3.37M}, 
Bloomberg (3/3, Litvan, Wasson, 3.57M), the New York Times (3/3, Ai, Cochrane, 20.6M), TIME (3/3, Barone, 
18.1M), the AP (3/3, Fram), CNN (3/3, Fox, 89.21M}, Politico (/3, Everett, Emma, 6.73M)}, The Hill (3/3, Carney, 
5.69M)}, and Roll Call (3/3, Shutt, 130K). 


Jill Biden, Education Secretary Travel To Connecticut And Pennsylvania Amid Push To 
Reopen Schools. 


The New York Times (3/3, Rogers, Green, 20.6M) reports “the Biden administration began an aggressive push 
on Wednesday to drum up support for reopening schools, putting on a show of unity with the leaders of teachers 
unions.” One “day after President Biden announced a new federal program to give teachers nationwide access to 
at least a first dose of the vaccine by the end of March, the administration sought to position itself as intent on 
opening schools as soon as possible while also addressing the concerns of teachers that their fears were being 
ignored.” In order “to carry the message, the White House dispatched the first lady, Jill Biden, and the newly 
confirmed education secretary, Miguel Cardona, on a trip to Connecticut and Pennsylvania to emphasize that 
teachers should no longer fear returning unprotected to the classroom.” 

The AP (3/3, Supervilie} reports JH Biden and “Cardona went back to school Wednesday in a public push to 
show districts that have yet to transition back to in-person learning that it can be done safely during the 
pandemic.” The first lady said, “Teachers want to be back. ... We want to be back. I'm a teacher. | am teaching 
virtually.” The first lady “and Cardona spent about an hour visiting classrooms and other areas ai Benjamin 
Franklin Elementary School in Meriden, Connecticut.” 

USA Today (3/3, Rink, 12.7M) reports “much of what Biden and Carcona...were doing in Erie County, 
Pennsylvania, and earlier,” in the Connecticut elementary school was “making the Biden administration case that 
school districts can reopen safely during the pandemic.” On Tuesday, President “Biden said...he is pushing 
states to administer at least one coronavirus vaccination to every teacher, school employee and child-care 
worker by the end of March.” Cardona “said the president's directive will be ‘my top priority.” 

The Hill (3/3, Chalfant, 5.69M) reports Cardona said, “We must continue to reapen America’s schools for in- 
person learning as quickly and as safely as possible. The president recognizes this which is why he took bold 
action yesierday to get teachers and school staff vaccinated quickly.” 

ABC World News Tonigh = (3/3, story 4, 2:05, Muir, 7.11M) also reported on the story. 

Many Teachers Wi Not Receive Second COVID-19 Vaccine Dose Until A Month Before End 
Of School Year Under Sigen Plan. The Washington Post (3/3, Balingjit, Meckler, St. George, 10.52M) 
reports President Biden’s pledge to make COVID-19 vaccinations available to all teachers and daycare workers 


by the end of the month “was met with mixed emotions.” Union leaders praised it, while others say it “comes far 
too late.” Under Biden's timeline, many teachers “would not get their second dose until mid-April,” while in many 
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places, the school year ends in May. Many states “that have not prioritized teachers for vaccination” reopened 
schools before anyone had access to vaccination. 


Health Officials In Texas, Mississippi Urge Residents To Continue Taking Safety 
Precautions After Governors Lift COVID-19 Restrictions. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Shepherd, 10.52M) reporis that earlier this week, “Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) ended 
his state’s mask mandate and boasted in all-caps on Twitter that ‘Texas is OPEN 100%. EVERYTHING.” 
However, “public health experts and local officials in Texas and in Mississippi, where Gov. Tate Reeves (R) 
announced similar plans Tuesday, had a starkly different message for residents: Wear masks anyway and keep 
practicing social distancing.” This “backlash against Abbott's and Reeves’s moves is fueled by concerns they 
might set back the battle against the coronavirus.” 


Analysis Says Texas Governor’s Removal Of COVID-19 Restrictions May Be Politically 
Motivated. 


In an analysis, CNN (3/3, Wolf, 89.21M) reports that the governors of Texas and Mississippi lifted mask 
mandates “the day after the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention director pleaded with Americans and 
policymakers not to let up as infection rates fall and vaccination rates rise.” The piece wonders what prompted 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott's (R} move, and says, “The truth may be more political maneuvering than Neanderthal 
thinking, which is more sinister. There are smart people in Texas who know better. The governor just didn’t talk 
to thern. That Abbott, still reeling fram the power and water shortages that called his leadership into question last 
week, reportedly didn’t consult his state’s chief medical officer before ending the mask mandate makes it hard to 
see the decision as anything but political.” 

HuffPost (3/3, Visser, 363K) also covers the story. 


Biden, GOP Governors Reportedly On Collision Course Over COVID-19 Restrictions. 


Politico (3/3, Cancryn, Kumar, 6.73M) reports, “The White House is on a collision course with red state governors 
over mask mandates and other coronavirus restrictions, testing the bipartisan unity that President Joe Biden has 
tried to tap in curbing Covid.” On Wednesday, top officials in the Biden Administration urged the “residents of 
Texas and Mississippi to remain vigilant, fearing that plans by those states’ governors to Iift public health 
precautions will seed a resurgence of the virus.” Meanwhile, Biden called these moves “Neanderthal thinking.” 


CDC Reportedly Delaying Release Of Guidelines For People Who Have Been Vaccinated 
Against COVID-19. 

Politico (3/3, Banco, 8.73M) reports the CDC “will not be releasing lis guidance for vaccinated Americans on 
Thursday as originally planned, according to two senior administration officials with knowledge of the situation.” 
Following several “meetings and calls with senior officials on the White House's Covid-19 task force and the 
Department of Health and Human Services over the last two days, the CDC was told to ‘hold off on releasing’ the 
recommendations, one of those sources said. The reason is still unclear but one senior administration official 
said the guidelines were still being finalized.” 


Teachers, Child Care Workers Now Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine Under Biden Order. 
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ABC News (3/3, Flaherty, 2.44M) reports, “Teachers and child care staff are now being offered vaccine 
appoiniments ai some 9,000 pharmacy locations nationwide, even if their state hasn't declared then eligible yet.” 
This effort “to get every educator their first vaccine dose this month is part of President Joe Biden’s latest 
directive aimed at prying open classrooms by using a federally run prograrn thai ships doses directly to 
pharmacies.” 


Biden Launching Effort To Get Teachers Vaccinated, Reopen Schools. 


Politico (3/2, Korecki, Stratford, 6.73M)} reported that President Biden “is tapping a federal agency to facilitate 
vaccinations for teachers and child care workers.” Biden “is using his bully pulpit to push states to get shots into 
teachers’ arms by the end of the month. The administration is even considering creating a ‘school reopening’ 
czar.” In addition, “newly-minted Education secretary Miguel Cardona will launch his tenure on Wednesday with 
a visit to elernentary schools that have successfully reopened, in a high-profile event with First Lady Jill Biden.” 


CDC Warns Against Indoor Gatherings With Non-Household Members This St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

Fox News (3/3, Rivas, 23.99M) reports the CDC “is advising against close, indoor gatherings with non-household 
members ahead of St. Patrick’s Day, in an effort to prevent further coronavirus spread.” The CDC warned that 
attending such gatherings raises the risk of becoming Infected with COVID-19 and spreading it. 


Commentary: US Must Also Focus On Developing Antimicrobial Drugs To Help Avert 
Another Pandemic. 


Michelle McMurry-Heath, a physician-scientist and president and CEO of the Biotechnology Innovation 
Organization, writes in a STAT (3/3, McMurry-Heath, 262K) op-ed that itis entirely possible “another devastating 
pandemic” could occur on the heels of COVID-19. For some time now, “the antibiotics used to fight various 
bacterial infections have grown gradually less effective. lf current trends continue, these antibiotics could stop 
working altogether in the near future, leaving humanity vulnerable to deadly, drug-resistant ‘superbugs.” 
McMurry-Heath says averting “this public health threat will require an aggressive, federally backed effort fo 
develop new and more potent antibiotics. As the Biden administration begins thinking about pandemic 
preparedness, it should focus on jump-starting innovation in developing new antimicrobial drugs.” 


CBS: COVID Takes Disproportionate Toll On Undocumented Women. 


The CBS Evening News = (3/3, story 8, 2:15, O'Donnell, 4.68M) reported that “women shoulder the COVID 


burden and Latina women are among the hardest hit,” with “unemployment among Latinas more than tripled.” 
New data also “reveals a third of Latinas with families say they are behind on their rent, and one in five didn’t 
have enough to eat. Particularly hard hil, the millions of those women who are undocumented.” CBS’ Lilla 
Luciano added that “the pandemic hit the service industry hard, eliminating jobs in restauranis, housekeeping, 
and child care.” Luciano said that without access to unemployment benefits, stimulus, disability, or rental 
assistance, “for many undocurnented women, their only safety net” is their children. 


Scientists Study “Brain Fog” Reported In Some People Who Have Recovered From COVID- 
19. 
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ABC News (3/3, Malim, 2.44) reports researchers are studying reports of “brain fog” in people who have 
recovered from COViID-19. ABC News adds, “While scientisis still don’t know for sure what causes brain fog, 
they're zeroing in on a few theories.” A research letter published in JAMA Neurology suggests that brain fog 
might be caused by megakaryocytes “taking up precious space” in the brain, “leaving less room for blood to pass 
to the brain.” Another theory, “according to Adrienne A. Boire, MD, PhD, a Neuro-Oncologist & Neurologist at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, fis that] people who experience brain fog may have inflammation in the 
brain evidenced by a protein called ‘cytokines’ swirling around the tissue thai surrounds the brain and spinal 
cord. ... Now, researchers like Boire say they're finding these proteins in cerebrospinal fluid.” 


FAA Updates Safety Alert To Recommend Airlines Follow Biden Mandate, CDC Guidance 
On Masks. 


Fox News (3/3, Leggate, 23.99) reporis that on Wednesday, “the FAA updated its coronavirus Safety Alert for 
Operators...to recommend that airlines follow President Joe Biden’s mask mandate for airplanes and the latest 
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” The updated document reads in part, “The CDC 
and FAA are providing this additional occupational health and safety guidance for air carriers and their crews to 
reduce crewmembers’ risk of exposure to COVID-19 and decrease the risk of transmission of COVID-19 on 
board aircraft and fo destination communities through air travel.” 


Super Bowl Was Not A COVID-19 Super-Spreader Event, Tampa Bay Health Officials Say. 


USA Today (3/3, Reyes, 12.7M) reports health officials in Hillsborough County, Florida “have determined thai 
official events held around Super Bow! 55 resulted in 57 total COVID-19 cases, despite the thousands of fans 
who traveled to Tampa to” attend “the game and surrounding events.” During a press conference, “Hillsborough 
County chief epidemiologist Michael Wiese said there were 53 confirmed COVID-19 cases in the state of Florida 
linked to the Super Bowl, while four out-of-state cases were tracked to the event.” Tampa Bay Sports 
Commission Executive Director Rob Higgins said, “The Super Bowl was not a super-spreader.” 

The Hill (3/3, Gstalter, 5.69M) reports similarly that “health officials in Tampa Bay said Wednesday thai last 
month’s Super Bow! LV was not a coronavirus super-spreader event.” Still, “the overall case rate and percent 
positivity did rise slightly in Hillsborough County, home to the Raymond James Stadium.” 


Over 100 Undocumented Immigrants Who Tested Positive For COVID-19 Released By 
Border Patrol In Texas, Reports Say. 


The New York Post (3/3, Moore, 7.45M) reports over “100 illegai immigrants who tested positive for the 
coronavirus — after their arrival in Texas since late January — have been released by the Border Patrol into the 
Lone Star State and are free to travel to other paris of the US, according to reports.” Felipe Romero, a 
spokesperson “for the border city of Brownsville, told Fox News that they are telling the [immigrants] who tested 
positive fo follow Ceniers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines to quarantine and maintain social 
distance, but that Brownsville doesn’t have the authority to stop them from traveling to the rest of the country.” 
Romero “said the 108 positives account for 6.3 percent of the total [immigrants] who received rapid tests at the 
city’s main bus terminal.” 
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The Washington Examiner (3/3, Lee, 888K} reports the 108 immigrants represent 6.3% of all immigrants 
“who have passed through” Brownsville’s main bus station “after being released there by Border Patrol since 
rapid-testing started on Jan. 25.” 

Sen. Cotton, Rep. Greene Accuse Siden Of Creating “Superspreader” Event After Release 
Of immigranis Who Tested Positive For COVID-19. Fox News (3/3, Phillips, 23.99M) reports Sen. Tom 
Cotton (R-AR) and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) “accused President Biden of causing a ‘superspreader’ 
event afier 108 [immigrants] who were released by Border Patrol into the U.S. tested positive for Covid-19 since 
January.” Cotton said on Twiller, “President Biden’s border crisis is a superspreader event.” Greene wrote on the 
social media site, “@JoeBiden is treating America just like @andrewcuomoa treated nursing homes. ... 

#impeach Biden.” 


Number Of COVID-19 Fatalities In Oklahoma Increases By Roughly 2,500 As State Officials 
Begin Using CDC Count. 


The AP (3/3) reports the number of COVID-19 deaths in Oklahoma “jumped by about 2,500 Wednesday as the 
state health department began using the count reported by the” CDC. The state’s health department “reported 

7,035 deaths using the CDC's number that is based on death certificates.” On Tuesday, the health department 
“had reported 4,534 COVID deaths.” 


Number Of COVID-19 Deaths In Washington State Now Exceeds 5,000. 


The AP (3/3) reports “Washington state has surpassed 5,000 deaths from the coronavirus, a milestone that 
comes a few days after the one-year anniversary of the first known virus death in the U.S.” Washington “state 
reported 799 new COVID-19 cases and 24 more deaths Wednesday, which brought its totals to 342,236 known 
infections and 5,012 deaths from the virus.” 


Some Children Have Symptoms Similar To Adult COVID-19 “Long Haulers.” 


Kaiser Health News (3/3, Rodriguez} reports some children infected with SARS-CoV-2 “develop serious and 
potentially long-term problems,” similar to the adults who have been called “long haulers.” Kaiser Health News 
adds, “In response, pediairic hospitals are creating clinics to provide a one-stop shap for care and to catch any 
anomalies that could otherwise go unnoticed.” 


US Naval Academy Moves Almost 200 Midshipmen To Annapolis Hotels Following Increase 
In COVID-19 Cases. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Lumpkin, 10.52M) reporis the US “Naval Academy moved nearly 200 midshipmen to 
hotels in downtown Annapolis this week following an uptick of coronavirus cases.” Authorities “said the students 
were moved off campus to create more quarantine and isolation space in Bancroft Hall, the academy's dormitory 
complex.” The move “came afier the academy enacted a ‘restriction of movement order on Sunday, confining 
studenis to their rooms and shifting to virtual classes for at least 10 days, officials said.” 


New Mexico Governor Signs Legislation Aimed At Economic Relief Amid Pandemic. 


The AP (34, Lee} reporis New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D} “has signed economic relief legislation 
that provides $600 rebates fo low-income workers and a tax holiday for restaurants that have been hobbled by 
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aggressive pandemic health restrictions.” A newly signed bill “provides a four month holiday from gross receipts 
taxes on sales and business services for business operators al resiaurants, bars, food trucks, small breweries, 
wineries and craft distilleries.” Another bill “expands an emergency loan program for businesses that lost income 
after the pandemic hit in 2020.” 


Strippers In Baltimore Can Return To Work After Mayor Lifts Ban On Adult Entertainment 
During Pandemic. 


The Baltimore Sun (3/3, Opilo, 629K) reports “Baltimore’s strippers can return to their poles after prevailing in a 
fight against a city ban on adult entertainment during the coronavirus pandemic.” Baltimore “Mayor Brandon 
Scott agreed to lift the ban, according to the attorneys who filed a lawsuit against the city last week on behalf of 
TC Entertainment, owner of The Penthouse Club.” The lawsuit “alleged the club’s First Amendment right to free 
speech was violated by the ban.” 


DC, Maryland, Virginia Adjusting COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Methods In Preparation For 
J&J Shots. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Portnoy, Zauzmer, Tan, 10.52M) reports “Virginia, Maryland and the District 
continued to adjust their methods and practices Wednesday for distributing coronavirus vaccines as they prepare 
to receive tens of thousands of doses of the new Johnson & Johnson shot.” Next week, DC “will scrap its 
problem-riddled vaccine sign-up website in favor of a preregistration system similar to those in Virginia and paris 
of Maryland.” Meanwhile, beginning “Friday in Virginia, health depariments and hospitals will hold large-scale 
vaccination clinics, fueled by 69,000 doses of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine.” 


California Governor Indicates MLB Ballparks Could Be Open For Every Game This Season. 


The Los Angeles Times (3/3, Shaikin, 3.37M) reports “California’s major league baliparks were closed to fans for 
every game last season, but Gov. Gavin Newsom indicated Wednesday that they could be open to fans for every 
game this season.” Newsom said Wednesday, “We're working on the final details. ... We’ve been working very 
closely with Major League Baseball and others across the spectrum.” He added, “We have confidence that when 
you look forward to April, fo opening day...and where we are likely to be if we all do our jobs, if we don’t let our 
guard down and spike the ball — wrong sport - then | have all the confidence in the world that fans will be back 
safely, in a lot of these outdoor venues.” 


Louisiana Governor Says People Should Take Whichever COVID-19 Vaccine Is Offered To 
Them. 


The Baton Rouge (LA) Advocate (3/3, Mitchell, 255K) says that “with three coronavirus vaccines available, each 
with their own set of potential side effects and methods of development that can raise morality concerns, how 
does a person choose which one to take?” Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards (DB) “and health officiais say people 
shouldn't choose ai all, but rather take whichever one is offered.” People will not “be able to go io a vaccine site 
and ‘be given a menu’ to choose among vaccines, the governor said.” 


Almost 1,500 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Went To Waste In Texas Due To Power Blackouts, 
Analysis Says. 
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The Houston Chronicle (3/3, Dempsey, Rubio, 982K) reports “widespread power outages are now the leading 
cause of COVID-19 vaccines going to waste in Texas.” The winter storm that hii Texas “hindered the state’s 
pandemic response by causing a sharp increase in vaccine doses that went to waste.” During the last “two 
weeks, more than 2,000 doses in Texas went io waste, with nearly 1,500 losses blamed on the blackouts, 
according to a Housion Chronicle analysis of data from the Department of State Health Services.” 


Intelligencer Provides Guide For Businesses To Maintain Pandemic Safety Following Lifting 
Of Mask Mandates In Texas, Mississippi. 


The Intelligencer (3/3, Stieb, 1.38M)} reports that “on Wednesday, the governors of Texas and Mississippi 
announced that they would lift mandates requiring face coverings to be worn in public and businesses to open at 
limited capacity.” The Intelligencer provides a “guide” to how businesses will “keep some level of pandemic 
safety” despite the loosening of COVID-19 restrictions. Based on an executive order from Texas Gov. Greg 
“Abbott, companies will be able io set their own capacity limits and require face coverings ‘at their discretion.” 
Meanwhile, Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves’ (R) “order this week essentially replaces all executive orders with 
‘recommendations,’ encouraging, but not mandating, the wearing of face coverings in public.” 


Los Angeles Mayor Has Not Requested Federal Aid To House Homeless People In Hotels 
Amid Pandemic. 


The Los Angeles Times (3/3, Oreskes, Smith, 3.37M) reporis “Los Angeles has not received millions of dollars in 
federal aid it may be owed to house homeless peopie in hotels during the COVID-19 pandemic because, nearly 
a year into the crisis, Mayor Eric Garcetti’s administration hasn’t asked for the money yet.” US, state, and local 
“officials say the city hasn't requested reimbursement from the Federal Emergency Management Agency for 
portions of the estimated $59 million it has spent on Project Roomkey, which has been sheltering homeless 
people in hotel rooms since shortly after the pandemic began last year.” Los Angeles “has sharply scaled back 
the hotel program in recent months, leading advocates and lawyers for the homeless to say the Garcetti 
administration is showing a lack of political will to protect some of L.A.’s most vulnerable residenis.” 


New York Governor Eases Limits On Indoor, Outdoor Gatherings. 


The New York Post (3/3, Hogan, Hicks, 7.45M) reports New York “Gov. Andrew Cuomo will relax some of the 
state’s limits on indoor and outdoor gatherings as officials prepare to receive the first shipments of the new 
Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vaccine, which they hope will dramatically speed efforis to inoculate New 
Yorkers.” Now, “groups of up fo 100 people will...be allowed indoors and 200 people outdoors, provided quests 
wear masks and are spaced apart under the new state guidelines, which were outlined by top Cuomo aide 
Robert Mujica, the state’s budget director.” Those restrictions “would be boosted to 150 people indoors and 500 
people outdoors if attendees submit evidence of a recent coronavirus fest.” 


Quidel Gets Green Light From FDA For Home-Use COVID-19 Diagnostic Test. 


The San Diego Union-Tribune (3/3, Freeman, 587K) reporis “San Diego's Quidel Corp. got the green light this 
week for its home-use COVID-19 diagnostic test with a prescription.” The FDA “on Monday granied Emergency 
Use Authorization for the QuickVue At-Home COVID-19 Test for people with symptoms and a docior’s approval. 
The antigen test delivers results in 10 minutes.” 
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Major Pharmacy Chains Reportedly Collecting Customer Data During COVID-19 
Vaccinations. 


The Daily Caller (3/3, Housman, 375K} reports “major pharmacy chains aren't making huge sums of cash by 
helping to distribute COVID-19 vaccines, but they are reportedly figuring out how to take advantage of the 
situation in other ways.” CVS, Walgreens, “and Walmart are all collecting large amounts of customer data when 
people go to their pharmacies to get COVID-19 shots, according to [a] report from The Wall Street Journal 
published Tuesday.” Phone numbers, emails, “medical information and more is reportedly being scooped up by 
the corporations, and it’s being used to perfect targeted marketing and promotional material.” 


Palestinian Leadership Accused Of Siphoning COVID-19 Vaccine Doses, Distributing Them 
To Senior Officials In Ruling Party. 


The New York Times (3/3, Kingsley, Rasgon, 20.6M) reports “the vast majority of Palestinians living in the 
occupied territories have yet to be vaccinated against the coronavirus.” However, “among Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank, questions are now being asked of their own leadership, which has been accused of 
siphoning some of the few doses allocated for Palestinians and distributing them to the senior ranks of the ruling 
party, allies in the media and even to family members of top dignitaries.” The Palestinian Authority has in secret 
“diverted same of the thousands of vaccines it has received to some senior members of the ruling party in the 
West Bank who have no formal role in government, according to two senior Palestinian officials and a senior 
official from the party, Fatah.” 

The AP (3/3, Krauss) reports that the authority “has repeatedly said that its first vaccines would go to 
medical workers and elderly patients...but to date it has only acquired enough doses to inoculate 6,000 people in 
a population of nearly 5 million.” 


Physicians, Politicians In India Welcome Efficacy Data For COVID-19 Vaccine Approved 
Without Completion Of Late-Stage Trial. 


Reuters (3/4, Das) reports “Indian doctors and politicians on Thursday welcomed efficacy data for a state-backed 
coronavirus vaccine that was given emergency approval in January without the completion of a late-stage inal, 
making people reluctant to receive the shot.” Government data indicate “only 10% of about 12.6 million people 
immunised in India have taken the COVAXIN shot, which was found to be 81% effective in an interim analysis of 
the late-stage trial, its developer Bharat Biotech said on Wednesday.” Many Indian physicians “and opposition 
polilicians had rejected COVAXIN because it was approved by the drug regulator only on the basis of data from 
intermediate trials.” 


Passage Of COVID-19 Relief Bill In Senate Likely Delayed Until The Weekend. 


Bloomberg (3/4, Wasson, Litvan, 3.57M) reports “the Senate enters the final stages of debating President Joe 
Biden’s $1.9 trillion pandemic relief bill on Thursday, with passage in the chamber likely pushed off until the 
weekend.” Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer had originally “planned to kick off the process Wednesday 
night bul lacked an official cost estimate on the latest version of the bill, which has been trimmed down from the 
House-passed measure.” Beyond “stripping out a minimum-wage increase to comply with Senate rules, Biden 
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agreed to moderate Democrats’ demands for tightening eligibility for $1,400 stimulus checks, which will also 
affect the Congressional Budget Office’s calculation of the overall price tag.” 


Sen. Ron Johnson To Force Senate Clerk To Read Entire COVID-19 Relief Bill Out Loud. 


The New York Daily News (3/8, Goldiner, 2.51M) reports Sen. Ron Johnson (R-W1 “vowed Wednesday to force 
the Senate clerk to read out loud the entire text of the $1.9 trillon COVID relief bill, all 600 pages of It, in an effort 
to delay the passage of the legislation.” During “an interview on WISN News/Talk 1120, Johnson told the 
Milwaukee radio station that he wanted to show thai the American Rescue Plan ‘...is not a relief (bi) and that it’s 
a Democratic boondoggie.” 


Some Scientists Exploring Alternate Vaccine-Delivery Methods. 


The Wail Street Journal (3/3, Douglas, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} reports some scientists are researching 
new ways to deliver vaccines that do not involve syringes or needles. For example, Enesi Pharma Ltd. is 
developing technology to implant a very small tube under the skin to deliver vaccines to people. 


Biden Administration’s Efforts To Convince Merck, J&J To Collaborate On COVID-19 
Vaccine Highlighted. 


CNN (3/3, Diamond, 89.21M) reports, “President Joe Biden’s coronavirus response team learned...his first week 
in office” that Johnson & Johnson “was millions of doses behind its production schedule” for its one-shot 
coronavirus vaccine. Preliminary conversations “about a vaccine manufacturing parinership between the 
pharmaceutical giant and its competitor, Merck...were ‘incremental and going nowhere fast,” and “Johnson & 
Johnson seemed reluctant to commit to a large-scale deal with Merck, the officials said.” However, “that changed 
when Jeff Zienis, the White House’s coronavirus czar, called Johnson & Johnson's CEO Alex Gorsky on a 
Sunday in early February and urged the company to meet the moment.” Discussions that began during the 
Trump Administration helped to “open the door to a deal between the two pharmaceutical competitors,” which 
Biden on Tuesday “said will speed the production of Johnson & Johnson's vaccine and ensure the US has 
enough vaccine supply for every adult in America by the end of May.” 


Some Rural Parts Of The US Lack Pharmacies To Deliver SARS-CoV-2 Vaccines Under 
Biden Administration Plan. 


Kaiser Health News (3/3, Hawryluk)} reports while the Biden Administration is pushing to use pharmacies fo 
distribute SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, “significant areas of the country lack brick-and-moriar pharmacies capabie of 
administering the protective shois.” According to “a recent analysis by the Rural Policy Research Institute...111 
rural counties, mostly between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains, have no pharmacy thal can give 
the vaccines.” 


Merck, J&J Partnership To Produce More Than 100 Million COVID-19 Vaccine Doses By 
June, J&J CEO Says. 


Forbes (3/3, Japsen, 10.33M) reports Johnson & Johnson CEO Alex Gorsky said Wednesday that the 
company’s COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing deal with Merck will help it reach more than 100 million doses 
produced for the US by June. He said, “That's our goal. ... Qur engineers and our scientists are working hand in 
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hand with the Merck supply chain as we speak io make this possible. We're very confident that...in the coming 
months we'll be able to accelerate.” Gorsky’s comments “come a day after the Biden White House announced 
rival drug maker Merck, which has a long history of vaccine development, would collaborate with Johnson & 
Johnson to expand production of J&J’s Covid-79 vaccine.” Under the parinership, HHS said it “will collaborate 
with Merck to repurpose some of its existing Merck facilities for rapid large-scale manufacturing of vaccines and 
therapeutics for use in public health ernergencies including the current pandemic.” 


Multi-State Review Group Authorizes J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (3/3) reports the Wester States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup has authorized Johnson & 
Johnson's COVID-19 vaccine, “Washington Gov. Jay inslee announced Wednesday.” According to the article, 
“The group — comprised of public health experis from Washington, California, Oregon and Nevada — was created 
last year to independently review the safety and efficacy of any coronavirus vaccine approved by the FDA before 
any distribution occurs in those staies.” 


Report Says “Moderna Arm” Is Not Worse With The Second COVID-19 Vaccine Dose. 


USA Today (3/3, Weise, 12.7M) reports people who experience an itchy red rash after receiving the first dose of 
Moderna’s SARS-CoV-2 vaccine are not likely to have a worse reaction when receiving a second dase, and 
many do not have any reaction ai all, according to a paper published in the New England Journal of Medicine. 
The reaction dubbed “Moderna arm” has raised concerns among some recipients, but Dr. Kim Blumenthal of 
Harvard Medical School said, “We're encouraging people who've had this reaction to go in and get their second 
shot.” 


mRNA Technology Has Helped Speed Development Of SARS-CoV-2 Vaccines, But Can Also 
Complicate Manufacturing. 

The Wall Street Journal (3/3, Hopkins, Eastwood, Moriarty, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Pfizer and 
BioNTech'’s mRNA vaccine technology helped them develop a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine quickly, but the technology 
also makes it difficult to scale production. 


Opinion: Public Health Officials Must Grapple With Sins Of Omission In COVID-19 Vaccine 
Messaging. 

Columnist Tyler Cowen writes in an opinion in Bloomberg (3/3, 3.57M) that the FDA and CDC “worry much more 
about sins of commission than aboui sins of omission.” He asserts the way US public health officials talk about 
vaccination against COVID-19 “reflects an asymmetric treatment of errors of commission and omission” as well. 
He explains that “public health officials are afraid if they tell people to relax, some Americans will take more risk, 
and more deaths will result,” but “Hf getting vaccinated is not seen as a significant life improvement, people will be 
less likely to get vaccinated.” 


Efficacy Numbers For J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine Examined. 


The New York Times (3/3, Zimmer, Collins, 20.6M) reports the FDA granted Johnson & Johnson's COVID-19 
vaccine emergency use authorization based in a large part on a clinical trial the company ran to measure its 
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efficacy. The article examines the concept of vaccine efficacy and examines the numbers thal J&J’s vaccine 
achieved in clinical trials. 


Editorial: Leaders Across US Must Work Harder To More Thoroughly, Equally Distribute 
COVID-19 Vaccines. 


USA Today (3/3, 12.7M) says in an editorial that six weeks into President Biden's term, even with three COVID- 
19 “vaccines now available after emergency approval Saturday of the single-dose Johnson & Johnson shot, it’s 
stil another thing to get it in people’s arms.” The editorial argues that “leaders at all levels need to be more 
imaginative about more thoroughly and equally distributing the vaccine.” The editorial adds, “Biden should also 
set a more aspirational, if risky, goal of 2 to 3 million vaccines a day, something that could deliver the nation herd 
immunity by summer.” 


BioNTech Tapping Merck, Other Companies To Scale Up Production Of Tiny Lipid Spheres 
That Get COVID-19 Shots Into People’s Cells. 


Bloomberg (3/4, Loh, 3.57M) says the world “can’t get enough of" the tiny lipid spheres that bring MRNA COVID- 
19 vaccine doses into people’s cells. BioNTech SE is “tapping big German chemical companies like Merck KGaA 
and Evonik Industries AG to vastly scale up production of the materials, a crucial step if it and partner Pfizer Inc. 
are to make good on plans to ship 2 billion doses of their Covid-19 vaccine this year.” 


Merck Preparing To Launch New Trial For COVID-19 Drug From $425M Oncolmmune 
Buyout. 


FierceBiotech (3/3, Adams, 4K) reports, “Merck will no longer be able to supply the experimental COVID-19 drug 
from its $425 million buyout of Oncoimmune to the U.S. government, from which it was granted a $356 million 
contract, as the FDA demanded more data.” Nick Karisonis, senior vice president of clinical research for 
infectious diseases and vaccines at Merck Research Laboratories, recently “told Bloomberg that it ‘is preparing 
to launch a fresh clinical trial? to address the FDA's concerns, although it did not specify what they were.” The 
blotech believes the “med, now known as MK-7710 (formerly CD24Fc},” which “was initially used in allogeneic 
hematopoietic stem-cell transplant patients,” can “be used to help certain COVID-19 patients.” 


Some Republican Governors Make Clear They Will Not Abandon Mask Mandates. 

Reuters (3/3, Borter) reports several Republican governors “have made clear they are not abandoning their mask 
mandates despite political pressure.” 

COVID-19 Vaccine Registrations Spike In Texas County After Governor Lifts Safety 
Measures. 


The Houston Chronicle (3/3, Garcia, Wu, 982K) reports Harris County saw a spike in COVID-19 vaccine 
registrations afler Texas Gov. Greg Abboit’s (R} announcement of plans “to fully reopen restaurants and bars, 
and lft the mask mandate.” Since Tuesday morning, 25,000 people have signed up for inoculation at Harris 
County Public Health — “more than double the 12,000 that usually sign up in a day.” 


Opinion: We Need To Question Massive COVID-19 Aid Given To Some Governors. 
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In her Washington Post (@/3, 10.52M) column, Jennifer Rubin cites Texas Gov. Greg Abbott's (R) announcement 
that Texas will lift its mask mandate as well as the fact that the state “ranks a miserable 45th among states and 
territories in terms of the percentage of the population that has been vaccinated.” She arques, “At some point, we 
need to question the efficacy of giving massive amounts of covid-19 aid to governors who deliberately make it 
harder to control and wipe out the pandemic.” Rubin adds that “some portion of the relief needs to be conditioned 
on maintenance of basic precautions. Maybe that should be included as a facior in the formula to dispense state 
and local aid.” 


Editorial: This ls Not The Time To Declare Victory Prematurely Against COVID-19. 


In an editorial, the Baltimore Sun (3/3, 629K) writes, “Better to attack teachers unions or governors or local health 
officials or whomever than to face facts that this deadly plague requires us to wear masks, keep social distances, 
wash hands frequently, avoid crowds and self-isolate.” The paper adds, “None of this ts fun. ... But here we are 
making steady progress, with vaccines slowly working their way into arms.” The Sun concludes, “This isn’t the 
time to declare victory prematurely.” 


Mississippi Governor Explains Why COVID-19 Restrictions Were No Longer Needed. 


Fox Business (3/3, Perry, 3.06M) reports that on “Cavuto: Coast io Coast,” Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves (R) 
said “the declining number of Mississippians in hospital beds and ICUs... meant the [COVID-19] restrictions were 
no longer needed.” Host Neil Cavuto asked him “if he was worried it was too soon to IMft restrictions.” Reeves 
responded, “If the sentence begins with...’Are you worried,’ then the answer's always going to be yes.” He 
added, “But my rhetorical question back is: ‘ff not now, when?” 

The Hill (3/3, Sullivan, 5.69M) reports, “President Biden said allowing Mississippians to decide how to 
protect themselves is ‘neanderthal thinking.” Reeves pushed back by saying, “Mississippians don't need 
handlers.” 


States Rapidly Expanding COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility As Supplies Increase. 


The AP (3/4, Pratt, Webber) says, “Buoyed by a surge in vaccine shipments, states and cities are rapidly 
expanding eligibility for COVID-19 shots to teachers, Americans 50 and over and others as the U.S. races to 
beat back the virus and reopen businesses and schools.” The article provides a description of several states’ 
vaccination plans. 


California Clinics Say They Are Not Receiving Enough COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To 
Inoculate Underserved Communities. 


The AP (3/3, Taxin, Har} reports that in California, “officials at community health centers that serve as the safety 
net for the poor...say they are not receiving enough doses for their patients — the very al-risk residenis the state 
needs to vaccinate.” 

The San Jose Mercury News (3/3, Krieger, 432K} reports that on Wednesday, California’s HHS Secretary 
Dr. Mark Ghaly announced the state “will dedicate 40% of its COVID-19 vaccine supplies to people at the bottom 
20% of the state’s socioeconomic ladder.” 

The New York Times (3/3, Hubler, 20.6M) and Newsweek (3/3, Fallert, 2.67M) also cover the story. 
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Nebraska To Continue To Focus On Providing COVID-19 Vaccines To Older Residents. 


The AP (3/3, Schulte) reports that on Wednesday, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts (R} announced thai “health 
officials will keep their focus on vaccinating older residents during the next phase of the state’s coronavirus 
response.” 

The Omaha (NE) World-Herald (3/3, Anderson, Hammel, 509K} says, “When local health departments in 
Nebraska move into the next phase of vaccination, they will put 90% of COVID-19 vaccines into the arms of 
people age[d] 50-64 and give up to 10% to people with high-risk medical conditions.” 


Michigan Legislature Passes $4.2B COVID-19 Relief Plan Without Deal With Governor. 


The AP (3/3, Eqgert) reports that on Wednesday, Michigan’s Legislature “approved a $4.2 billion coronavirus 
relief plan without a deal with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.” The plan “would release billions in federal funds for 
vaccine distribution, testing, rental assistance and a 15% boost in food assistance benefits.” Additionally, state 
funds “would be used to partially fund [a] pay increase, boost school funding and provide $427 million in 
business relief.” 

The Detroit Free Press (3/3, Boucher, 2.16M) reports, “More than $1 billion...does come with strings 
attached - GOP measures aimed at stripping emergency powers from the state health department director, and 
ostensibly Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.” 


Only One Vaccinator Currently Participates In Wisconsin’s New COVID-19 Vaccine Registry. 


The AP (3/3, Bauer, Richmond) reports, “Wisconsin launched an online regisiry Wednesday where people can 
sign up to receive the coronavirus vaccine if they are eligible and appointments are available near where they 
live, but so far, only one health department is participating.” The community clinic in Janesville is the lone 
vaccinator. 


Several California Counties Begin Reopening After COVID-19 Surge. 


The Los Angeles Times (3/3, Dolan, 3.37M) reports California is making “the widest reopening of businesses, 
schools and public spaces since...the fall and winter.” Eighteen counties have exited the purple tler, and nine 
more counties could join them “as early as next week.” Additionally, “L.A. and Orange counties are mere decimal 
points...from doing the same,” allowing business to reopen with limited capacity. 


Pennsylvania To Administer First Shipment Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Teachers, 
School Staff. 


The AP (2/3, Levy) reports, “Teachers and school staff will receive the first doses delivered to Pennsylvania of 
the newly approved one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine, under Gov. Tom Wolfs plan released Wednesday.” 
The Allentown (PA) Morning Call (3/3, Sheehan, Turner, Merlin, 460K} also covers the story. 


Telehealth Company, New York Health Department Partner To Provide COVID-19 Vaccines 
To Homebound People. 


Reuters (2/3, Spalding) reports thai on Wednesday, Ro, a telehealth company, announced it is partnering with 
New York’s health department “to vaccinate people who can’t leave their homes against COVID-19." Through ihe 
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program, homebound people “can make a vaccine appointment online, and a vaccinaior will be sent to their 
home to give thern a COVID-19 shot.” 


Missouri Legislators Introduce Bill To Limit Health Officials’ Powers To Close Businesses, 
Schools. 


The AP (3/3, Salter, Ballentine) reports, “Local health officials in Missouri would be prevented from ordering 
businesses and schools to close for more than 15 days during an emergency without getting permission of 
elected officeholders under a Republican bill that got initial backing Wednesday.” Those opposing the bill “arqued 
that the bill places too much value on keeping businesses open over public health.” 


Massachusetts Teachers Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine March 11. 


The AP (3/3) reports thai on Wednesday, Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker (R) announced that teachers will be 
eligible for COVID-19 vaccines beginning March 11. 

The Boston Globe (3/3, Gans, Stout, 1.04M) says that in addition to “K-12 educators, other school staff, and 
child-care workers” will be able to sign up for state appointments. Baker’s announcement “came on the heels of a 
new federal directive that led CVS to open its own vaccine appointment system to educators Wednesday 
morning, including those in Massachusetts.” 

The Boston Herald (3/3, Sobey, 327K} and US News & World Report (3/3, Lardieri, 1.91M) also cover the 
story. 


West Virginia Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility List To Include Residents Aged 50 to 
64, Educators Aged 40 And Older, Others. 


The AP (3/3, Raby) reports that on Wednesday, West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice (R)} said “the state has lowered 
the age limit for COVID-79 vaccinations to all residents 50 and older.” He also announced “that education 
workers who are at least age 40” and “anyone over age 16 with certain medical conditions” are eligible for the 
vaccine. 


Corrections Officer Sues New Mexico County Over COVID-19 Vaccination Mandate. 


The AP (3/3, Bryan) reports Isaac Legaretia, a corrections officer in Dona Ana County, New Mexico, is suing the 
county “over a requirement that first responders and other employees be vaccinated.” The complaint alleges 
“hat a directive forcing Dona Ana County employees to take vaccines that are not yet fully approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration violates federal law.” 

According to Newsweek (3/3, Colarossi, 2.67M), “Legareita is now seeking a temporary restraining order 
and preliminary injunction from threats of losing his job as a consequence for refusing the vaccine.” 


Michigan Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Those Aged 50 To 64, Residents With 
Certain Medical Conditions, Some Caregivers. 


The AP (2/3, Eggert} reporis that on Wednesday, Michigan announced “everyone age[d] 50 to 64 can start 
getting COVID-19 vaccinations on March 22 and that those in that group with certain medical conditions can 
begin being immunized next week.” Meanwhile, “people age[d] 50 or older with medical condilions or disabilities, 
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and caregiver family members and guardians who care for children with special health care needs” will become 
eligible on Monday. 

The Detroit Free Press (3/3, Shamus, Boucher, Hall, 2.16M)} reports Michigan is using the ADA definition to 
determine “who is considered disabled and therefore eligible for a vaccine.” 

The Detroit News (3/3, LeBlanc, Ramirez, Bouffard, 1.16M) and MLive (MI) (3/3, Lawler, 828K) also report. 


Rhode Island Subcommittee Approves Use Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (3/3) reports, “The Rhade Island COVID-19 vaccine subcommiliee on Wednesday unanimously 
approved the use of Johnson & Johnson’s single-dose vaccine in the state.” 


NYC Comptroiler Says Mayor Should Give Up COVID-19 Emergency Powers. 


The New York Post (3/3, Campanile, 7.45M) reports that on Wednesday, New York City Comptroller Scoit 
Stringer (D) said “Mayor Bill de Blasio should practice what he preaches by scrapping the coronavirus 
emergency powers he invoked last year to fast-track billions of dollars in spending that ‘circumvented’ oversight.” 


LA County Reports COVID-19 Cases Among Healthcare Workers Have Decreased 94% 
Since Vaccination Began. 


The New York Times (3/3, Sullivan, 20.6M) says, “Reporis of new virus cases among health care workers in [Los 
Angeles] county have fallen by 94 percent since late November, just before [COVID-19] vaccination began.” The 
county said that by the end of February, 69% of healthcare workers “had received at least one shot of vaccine.” 


New York Family Struggled To Find Legal Assistance To File Suit Against State Nursing 
Home. 


In an article co-published with the Daily Poster, Newsweek (3/3, Warner, 2.67M) covers the story of a New York 
family that struggled to find help in bringing a lawsuit against the nursing home where their mother was a 
resident before passing away from COVID-19. Vivian Rivera-Zayas and her family were turned away by multiple 
law firms “because the Cuomo administration had recently pushed through a law shielding nursing home owners 
and operators from legal liability for their actions during the pandemic.” An attorney specializing in nursing home 
negligence cases, Brett Leitner, eventually took their case. Lefiner thought Vivian and her sister “had a chance 
despite the liability shield, because he believed the facility hadn't taken proper precautions in response to a 
coronavirus warning notice sent to health care facilities across the country by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.” 

Fox News (3/3, Fordham, 23.99M) reporis Rivera-Zayas “and her sister Alexa Rivera co-founded the group 
Voices for Seniors as part of their mission ‘to change the system so our seniors are treated with respect and 
accountability.” 


Some States Disregard CDC Guidelines, Administer COVID-19 Vaccines Based On Age. 


NPR (3/3, Leon, 3.69M) reports, “A number of states are breaking with federal guidelines and starting to 
vaccinate people by age group, drawing criticism from essential workers and people with underlying conditions 
who are getting bumped back in line.” 
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New Jersey Governor Says COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Will “Explode” By Easter. 


The AP (2/3, Catalini) reports that on Wednesday, New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D) said the siate’s COVID-19 
vaccine supply “will ‘explode’ around Easter.” 


North Carolina DHHS Urges Schools To Reopen. 


The AP (3/3, Anderson, Robertson) reporis the North Carolina DHHS “called Wednesday on all K-12 public 
schools to offer in-person instruction ‘to the fullest extent possible.” 


North Carolina House Okays $1.7B COVID-19 Relief Plan. 


The AP (3/3, Roberison) reports, “The North Carolina House voted unanimously Wednesday to distribute 
another 51.7 billion in federal COVID-19 relief funds, with most going toward virus testing and prevention, public 
university campuses, child-care assistance and transportation projects.” 


Minnesota Receives First Shipment Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (3/3, Karnowski) reports that on Wednesday, Minnesota received its first shipment of the J&J COVID-19 
vaccine. The shipment included 45,200 doses. 

The Minneapolis Star Tribune (3/3, Johnson, 855K) and the Washington Examiner (3/3, McCiallen, 888K) 
also cover the story. 


Judge Grants Temporary Injunction On Bills Limiting Kentucky Governor’s COVID-19 
Powers. 


The AP (3/3, Schreiner) reports, “A Kentucky judge temporarily blocked new Republican-backed laws that 
threatened to invalidate executive orders by the Democratic governor to slow the spread of COVID-19, saying 
the measures could create an atmosphere of chaos in the state’s pandemic response.” Republican legislators 
“argue the governor overreached and acted unilaterally with coronavirus-related restrictions on businesses and 
individuals.” 

The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (3/3, Sonka, 554K) also covers the story. 


Kentucky Has Administered COVID-19 Vaccine To More Than 731K People. 

The AP (3/3) reports that on Wednesday, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D) said the state “has vaccinated more 
than 731,000 people for COVID-19 as the siaie continues to battle the coronavirus pandemic.” 

Nearly Every Elderly Resident In Florida Key Upscale Community Has Received COVID-19 
Vaccine. 


The Hill (3/3, Polus, 5.69M) reporis, “Nearly every elderly resident of an upscale community in the Florida Key 
was vaccinated against COVID-19 by mid-January, as the rest of the state struggled to obtain vaccines, the 
Miami Herald reports.” The Herald says many of the residents of the Key Largo community are “political donors, 
notably members of the Florida Republican Party who have given money to Gov. Ron DeSantis.” 


idaho House Passes Bill Defining When An Epidemic Qualifies As A Disaster. 
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The AP (3/3, Boone) reports, “The idaho House has passed legislation io define how severe an epidemic must 
be before it can qualify as a disaster.” The bill is “part of a package of bills designed to shifi power from the 
governor’s office to the state Legisiature.” Under the legislation, the COVID-19 pandemic would not qualify as a 
disaster. 


Minnesota’s $242M COVID-19 Relief Package Not Enough To Meet Demands. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (3/3, Van Berkel, 855K) reports, “Minnesota is in the midst of distributing dollars 
from a $242 million aid package for businesses and nonprofits beleaquered by lost sales and state restrictions 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.” However, county officials “say requests from businesses and nonprofits far 
outweigh what they have been able to provide.” 


Alaska Expands COVID-19 Vaccination Eligibility To Include Residents Aged 55 To 64, 
People Over 16 Who Meet Certain Criteria. 


The AP (3/3) reports that on Wednesday, Alaska expanded its COVID-19 eligibility list to include residents aged 
55 to 64 “and people 16 and older who meet certain criteria,” such as “being considered an essential worker, 
living in a multigenerational household, being at or at possible high risk for severe illness from COVID-19 or living 
in communities lacking in water and sewer systems.” 

The Anchorage (AK) Daily News (3/3, Krakow, 461K) reports that in Anchorage, Alaskans aged 40 and 
older “can now get vaccinated through Southcentral Foundation,” which “receives its allotment from the Indian 
Health Service,” allowing it to decide vaccine eligibility. 


Biden Administration Allows California To Use Medicaid Funding To Administer COVID-19 
Testing To Low-Income Students. 


The Los Angeles Daily News (3/3, Lee, 256K) reports that on Wednesday, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) 
announced the state “will use Medicaid funding to help pay for coronavirus testing of low-income students, after 
receiving the OK from President Joe Biden’s administration.” 


Alabama’s Mask Mandate Set To Expire Friday. 


The Anniston (AL) Star (3/3, Locketie, Writer, 57K} reporis Alabama's mask mandate “is set to expire Friday 
evening.” Gov. Kay Ivey (R) has yet to announce if she will extend the mandate. 


Arizona Governor Orders Schools To Reopen By March 15. 


The Hill (3/3, Williams, 5.69M) reports, “Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey (R) issued an executive order on Wednesday 
ordering schools to return to in-person, teacher-led instruction by March 15.” 

The Arizona Republic (3/3, Leingang, 1.05M) says, “Students could still opt to attend classes online if their 
parent or guardian thinks that is best.” 

According to the Washington Examiner (3/3, Dima, 888K}, Ducey “also ordered the Arizona Depariment of 
Health Services to ‘update’ fis ‘schools dashboard to reflect the metrics used by the Centers for Disease Control’ 
for the reopening of education centers.” 

Axios (3/3, Knutson, 1.26M) also covers the stary. 
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Wisconsin Has Administered More Than 1.5M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (3/3, Carson, 844K} reports that as of Wednesday, state daia show Wisconsin 
nas administered more than 1.5 million COVID-19 vaccine doses. 


Georgia Governor Announces Five New Mass COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Will Open This 
Month. 


The AP (3/3, Amy) reports Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R} announced that the “government will open five more 
mass-vaccination sites later this month.” The sites, located “in Columbus, Emerson, Sandersville, Savannah and 
Valdosia,” will begin opening March 17. 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (3/3, Bluestein, 1.46M) also covers the story. 


New York Governor Says Some States Are “Too Hasty” In Easing COVID-19 Restrictions. 


Fox Business (3/3, Betz, 3.06M) reports that on Wednesday, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) “argued that 
‘some states’ are being too hasty in relaxing restrictions as COVID cases continue to decline.” 


Indiana Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Those Aged 50 To 54. 


The Indianapolis Star (3/3, Rudavsky, 662K) reports that Indiana residents aged 50 to 54 are now eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccines. 


Wisconsin Assembly Committee Holds Maskless Public Hearing. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (3/3, Beck, 844K) reporis that on Wednesday, the Wisconsin Assembly 
Committee on Constitution and Ethics “held a public hearing on bills that would bar government officials and 
employers from mandating COVID-19 vaccinations and prohibit public health depariments from closing church 
buildings during a public health emergency, among other measures.” Attendees were nol required to wear 
masks, which led Democratic legislators to “say the behavior...discourages people from participating in the 
democratic process.” 


CVS Offers COVID-19 Vaccine To Teachers Of Any Age In Florida. 


The AP (3/8, Licon, Spencer) reports CVS “is vaccinating Florida teachers under age 50, circumventing state 
orders that continue to limit coronavirus inoculations to those over that age.” The pharmacy chain “said it is 
following Biden administration guidelines released this week, which are broader for educators than Florida’s. ... 
The federal guidelines allow day care workers, preschool teachers and educators in elementary, middie and high 
schools fo be vaccinated with no age limit.” 

According to The Hill (3/3, Williams, 5.69M), the CDC “said on its website that the Federal Retail Pharmacy 
Program will priorilize teachers and staff in pre-K-12 schools and child care programs during the month of 
March.” 


Oregon Has Administered More Than 1M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (3/3) reports that on Wednesday, the Oregon Health Authority said the state has administered 1,019,767 
COVID-19 vaccine doses. 
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NYC Health Commissioner Says COVID-19 Vaccines May Be Available To All Residents By 
Late April. 


Bloomberg (3/3, LaVito, 3.57M) reports, “New York City could be able to offer Covid-19 vaccines to all residents 
by late April, the city’s health commissioner said Wednesday in an interview with Bloomberg News.” 


United, American Airlines To Begin Providing Chicago Workers J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (3/3, Rucinski} reports, “American Airlines and United Airlines on Thursday will begin providing workers 
with Johnson & Johnson’s single-shot COVID-19 vaccine at Chicago's O'Hare airport, according to letters sent to 
Chicago-based employees.” At this point, “US. airlines are noi requiring employee vaccinations but are strongly 
encouraging them.” 


Pilots Delivering COVID-19 Vaccines Make Case For Early Vaccination. 


STAT (3/3, Rapopori, 262K) reports, “Thousands of UPS and FedEx pilots have flown around the globe for 
months to deliver doses of Covid-19 vaccines, their landings broadcast as breaking news in the historic 
vaccination effort.” However, “many of those pilots have yet to receive the vaccines they're transporting, because 
the aviation industry's attempt to get freight pilots vaccinated early has siruggied to gain traction as states take 
varying approaches to who can get immunized at each stage of the rollout.” These “pilots are testing positive for 
the virus at a significantly higher rate than the general U.S. population,” and the industry has started a “full-court 
press ai the” CDC, as “organizations representing pilots and airline trade groups sent the agency a letter making 
their case for early vaccination in December.” 


Mutual Aid Groups, Formed To Address Temporary Pandemic Need, Now Face Challenges. 


The New York Times (3/3, de Freyias-Tamura, 20.6M) reports, “A year ago, as the pandemic engulfed New 
York, mutual aid groups” formed quickly “as stopgaps meant to help tide people over during the worst of ithe 
crisis.” Now, “even as the pandemic begins to subside, the economic and public health damage it has inflicted 
persists, especially in less well-off corners of the city that have been particularly hard hit by an outbreak that has 
disproportionately hurt poor people and communities of color.” Such “mutual aid groups that were formed largely 
ad hoc to address temporary needs are now facing challenges they are not well equipped to take on: recruiting 
and retaining a sufficient number of volunteers, securing enough donations of money and goads to keep going 
and finding space to serve people.” 


Opinion: Donald Trump Should Become Celebrity Vaccine Crusader. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Times (3/3, 20.6M)}, editorial board member Michelle Cottle writes, “There’s 
still too much vaccine hesitancy in the land.” Cottle adds, “As of Monday, 42 percent of Republicans said they did 
not intend to get vaccinated, according to polling by Civigs.” According to Coitle, the “obvious solution” is to 
“have Donald Trump become a celebrity vaccine crusader.” 


Opinion: Coronavirus Pushes Competing Scientists To Be More Open, Willing To Share 
Work. 
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In an opinion piece for STAT (3/3, 262K), Tulane University professor of history Walter lsaacson writes about “a 
fierce but fruitful eight-year, cross-country competition’ between “Feng Zhang, a gene-editing researcher at the 
Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard,” and “Jennifer Doudna, a biochemist at the University of California, 
Berkeley.” These scientists “have been eniangled in a complex and bitter battle over patenis and prizes,” but “the 
urgency that Doudna and Zhang and their colleagues felt about defeating the coronavirus pushed them to be 
more open and willing to share their work.” According to Isaacson, “The ultimate goal for both teams is to create 
CRISPR-based coronavirus tests that would be like a home pregnancy test: cheap, disposable, fast, and simple, 
something you could buy at the corner drugstore and use in the privacy of your home.” 


Certain North Carolina Smokers Will Soon Be Eligible To Receive COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (3/8, Aldridge, 396K) reports, “Norih Carolina residents who currently smoke 
or who have smoked al least 100 cigarettes will soon be eligible to get the COVID-19 vaccine — prompting 
confusion and frustration from some.” According to the NC Department of Health and Human Services, “current 
and former smokers, defined as ‘having smoked at least 100 cigarettes in their lifetime,’ are included in the 
medical conditions category.” This “rule is based on guidelines frorn the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.” 


Illinois Extends COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Include Smokers. 


Fox News (3/3, Rivas, 23.99M} reports, “IHinois has joined several states in expanding COVID-19 vaccine 
eligibility to now include smokers, in line with federal health guidance.” Illinois’ “Phase 1b eligibility, including 
those aged 65-plus and frontline essential workers, expanded on Feb. 25 to allow those with underlying 
conditions like obesity, diabetes, heart conditions and smoking to receive the vaccine.” According to the CDC, 
“these conditions heighten the risk of severe COVID-19, and after Phase 1b, vaccines should go to those aged 
65 to 74, additional essential workers and those aged 16 to 64 with high-risk conditions.” 


Opinion: Democrats Are Getting Significant Liberal Gains With Biden Stimulus. 


Inan article for Bloomberg Opinion (3/3), columnist Jonathan Bernstein writes, “The $1.9 trillon pandemic relief 
bill is arriving at the Senate floor, and it appears that Democrats have ihe votes.” Bernstein writes, “Much of the 
money in itis short-term relief: another round of direct checks, an extension of enhanced unemployment 
benefiis, money to hard-hit businesses and state and local governments, and spending on fighting the 
coronavirus. But even with an increase in the minimum wage siripped out, there are still significant liberal gains 
on Obamacare and other health-care policy items, on direct support to fight poverty, and in other areas.” 


Commentary: Pandemic May Be Risky Time To Raise The Minimum Wage. 


in an article for the Wall Street Journal (3/3, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), chief economic commentator Grep 
ip writes that a pandemic might be a risky time to hike the minimum wage to $15 an hour. ip writes that while 
research shows raising the minimum wage doesn’t hurl job creation, there is little precedent for the current 
situation. 


Child Tax Credit In Biden’s COVID-19 Relief Bill Likely To Face GOP Opposition In Senate. 
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USA Today (3/3, Wu, 12.7M) reports that Democrats’ $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill “includes a proposed 
change to the tax code aimed at pulling millions of children out of poverty, but ils likely to see Republican 
objections as the Senate considers President Joe Biden's plan this week.” Democrats “want to increase the child 
tax credit up to $3,600 per child under age 6 and $3,000 for children up to age 17 for one year to help combat 
the economic damage of the pandemic.” Republicans “have derided proposals such as the tax credit as not 
relevant in a COVID-79 relief package and oppose efforts to make if permanent.” 


Democrats Are Seeking To Make Temporary Expansion Of Child Tax Credit Permanent. 


The Wall Street Journal (3/3, Rubin, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that Democrats are seeking to 
expand the child tax credit permanently by including a short-term bump in the coronavirus stimulus package and 
then underscoring the dangers of jetting it expire at deadline. And Republicans like Brian Riedel at the Manhattan 
Institute say that has worked historically. 


UCLA Study: Majority White Areas Got More PPP Money Than Majority Latino Areas. 


The Los Angeles Times (3/3, Reyes Velarde, 3.37M) reporis a study by UCLA researchers found that majority 
white areas of California received more money from the Paycheck Protection Program than majority Latino 
areas. Rodrigo Dominguez-Villegas, director of research for the UCLA Latino Policy and Politics Initiative said 
the disparities were “primarily because the loans, which are awarded to businesses affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic, were distributed on a first-come, first-served basis by big banks. ... Larger businesses that had 
relationships with the big banks were better equipped to get the loans than smaller Latino businesses with fewer 
banking ties and less knowledge about how to apply, he said.” According to the study, “the disproportionate 
amount of PPP money going to wealthier, whiter areas may make economic and racial disparities worse across 
California.” 


Opinion: Not Increasing Minimum Wage Will Hit Red States Hardest. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (3/3, 10.52M}, columnist Greg Sargent writes, “If there is one thing 
that the debate over the minimum wage has revealed, it's how extraordinarily prevalent low-wage labor is in the 
United States today. And this underscores what an epic policy failure it will be if the minimum-wage hike is not 
included in the Senate version of President Biden’s economic rescue bill, which now looks all but ceriain. A new 
analysis from the Brookings Institution...underscores this with depressing clarity: It finds that approximately 24 
million people would see their wages rise if the federal minimum wage were lifted to $15 per hour by 2025, as the 
current proposal would do.” Sargent writes, “Of the 23.8 million people whose 2019 wages would be Iifted with a 
federal hike, around 12.4 million reside in the 22 siates with two Republican senators, Brookings found.” 


Analysis: Democrats’ Effort To Expand ACA In Relief Bill Will Slightly Expand Coverage At 
High Cost. 


in an analysis for the Washington Post (3/3, 10.52M), National Reporter Paige Winfield Cunningham writes, 
“Expanding Obamacare subsidies ~ as congressional Democrats are trying to do within their coronavirus relief 
package — will help lower the nation’s persistently high uninsured rate. But not by much. And at a hefly cost.” 
Cunningham writes, “The Congressional Budget Office estimated the stimulus provision, which increases 
subsidies for private plans purchased on HealthCare.gov, would cost $34.2 billion to get 1.7 million more people 
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into the individual marketplaces. Of those, 1.3 million would be previously uninsured, while the rest would be 
people transitioning to marketplace plans from some other type of health coverage.” 


Opinion: Biden Stimulus Bill ls “Another Carveout For The Abortion Industry.” 


In an op-ed for the Washington Times (3/3, 626K), March for Life Action President Torn McClusky writes, “As we 
continue to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, a relief bill that should have served to unify America around the 
shared mission of rebuilding what was lost has turned into a bailout for the abortion industry. Congress is 
allowing taxpayer dollars to flow to abortionists through poorly written grants, unrestricted bailouts and billions in 
foreign aid. The writers of this critical legislation could have prevented these abuses; instead, the bill has become 
another carveout for the abortion industry.” 


Opinion: Having Agreed To Narrowing Relief Payments, Biden Could Cut More From 
Stimulus Bill. 


Columnist Henry Olsen writes in the Washington Post (3/3, 10.52M) that while President Biden has agreed to 
“narrowing the eligibility of some upper-middle-income families to receive the $1,400 per person stimulus checks” 
in the COVID-19 relief bill, he “could do a lot more to cut this bloated and wasteful package while still providing 
relief for those who need it.” Olsen writes that while “Americans want to be generous to those in need,” they “da 
not want to bail out the rich or throw money at those who have already been helped. Approving the bill as it is 


currently written will clearly do the latter, not the former.” 


Opinion: Democrats’ Stimulus Package Likely To Hand Healthcare Industry Billions. 


in an article for TIME (3/3, 18.1M), politics writer Abigail Abrams writes that Dernocrats “spent months in 2020 
debating huge, transformative solutions to America’s broken health care system. They promised to take on the 
health insurance industry, lower costs, and ensure that no family would go broke paying for the care they needed 
~ and that was even before a once-in-a-century pandemic highlighted the health care system’s existing flaws.” 
Abrams writes, “But now, with Democrats holding unified control of Washington, the first piece of major 
legislation likely to land on President Joe Biden’s desk is set fo hand the industry billions while doing little to 
control prices or address other stumbling blocks that prevent people from accessing health care.” 


Biden Administration Will Shortchange Some Small Businesses With New Loan Rules. 


Politico (3/3, Warmbrodt, 8.73M) reports that new Biden Administration rules “overhauling the way small 
business loans are doled out will potentially leave thousands of sole proprietorships and the self-employed on 
the sidelines, despite the presidents pledge to give them better access to pandemic aid.” The Small Business 
Administration “quietly decided that the benefits that President Joe Biden promised to ‘one-person businesses’ 
won't be available to many of those who have already received aid from the program.” The agency “concedes 
those businesses were shorichanged under earlier rules — some received as little as $1 because of the way 
loans were calculated — but says it isn’t able to let PPP borrowers increase existing loans. That means the more 
favorable new rules will only be available to new loan applicants.” 


Biden Says Obama Should Have Taken “Victory Lap” After Passing 2009 Stimulus. 
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Bloomberg (3/3, Epstein, Cook, 3.57M) reports that President Biden “said Wednesday that the Obama 
administration paid a political price for not more openly and loudly celebrating passage of its 2009 stimulus, 
suggesting he won't make the same mistake with his $1.9 trilllon pandemic relief bill.” Former President “Barack 
Obama ‘was so modest about taking a ‘victory lap’ after he signed the 2009 legislation to help the nation recover 
from the financial crisis, Biden told House Democrats in a video meeting.” 


Opinion: Employers Must Accept One Of Two Objectionable Alternatives To Provide 
Incentive For Workers To Receive Vaccine. 


in an opinion piece for Bloomberg Law (3/4, Subscription Publication, 4K), R. Anthony Prather, partner at Barnes 
& Thornburg LLP, says “a number of employers have moved forward with incentive offers to encourage 
employees to get vaccinated” against COVID-19. Such “incentives include offers of paid time off and bonus 
paymenis ranging from $75 to $500.” Prather says that “as a result of the practical and legal issues associated 
with” offering de mimimis incentives and offering paid time off and bonus payments, “employers are faced with 
the necessity of accepting one of two equally objectionable alternatives to incentivize employees to get 
vaccinated.” 


Opinion: COVID-19 Family Visiting Policies For Nursing Homes, Hospitals Must Be 
Reconsidered. 


In an opinion piece for Newsweek (3/4, 2.67M), Diana J. Mason, Senior Policy Service Professor at the Center 
for Health Policy and Media Engagement at George Washington University School of Nursing, Kristi Westphain, 
post-doctoral fellow in the Department of Bioethics at the Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine, 
and Shawn Kennedy, Editor in Chief of the American Journal of Nursing, write that one “misstep” In how the US 
has responded to the COVID-19 pandemic “-~ one that has yet to be corrected — is the highly restrictive visiting 
policies of hospitals and nursing homes.” The authors say “these policies have devastated family-centered care 
with dire consequences for patients and their families.” They write that “It is time to reconsider family visiting 
policies in hospitals and nursing homes.” 


Opinion: Bridgeport City Council Should Abandon Plan To Prohibit Flavored Tobacco 
Products. 


In a Connecticut Post (3/3, 310K} op-ed, New England Convenience Store and Energy Marketers Association 
Director Jonathan Shaer criticizes Bridgeport’s proposed ordinance to ban the sale of flavored tobacco products 
as “a dangerous, ill-conceived policy that has failed by every measure elsewhere.” Shaer contends, “Such an 
overzealous ban would unnecessarily impact adults and do extreme harm to almost 150 smail businesses in 
Bridgeport while doing nothing to protect youth from illegally accessing vape and tobacco. The City Council 
would be wise to abandon this concept immediaiely.” In discussing the issue, Shaer notes that “according to the 
latest Ceniers for Disease Control and Prevention National Youth Tobacco Survey, 20 percent of high school- 
aged youth report having used a vape product in the past 30 days, while only 4.9 percent report having used a 
cigaretie ~ the lowest rate in decades.” 


AstraZeneca Sold Moderna Stake For Over $1B In 2020, Report Shows. 
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The New York Post (3/3, Manskar, 7.45M) reports, “AstraZeneca sold its stake in Moderna for more than $71 
billion last year as the upstart biotech firm’s COVID-19 vaccine thrust it into the spotlighi.” The pharma giant 
“quietly revealed the move in tts February annual report, which said the Moderna sale accounted for ‘a large 
proportion’ of the roughly $1.4 billion it raked in selling part of its equity portfolio last year.” 


Amazon Care’s Clinical Provider Files Paperwork To Operate In 17 More States. 


STAT (3/3, Brodwin, 262K) reports Amazon Care’s clinical provider “is quietly gearing up to do business in 17 
additional states.” Amazon Care is the company’s “virtual-first medical platform,” and for the past few years, 
“Amazon has contracted with a Washington-based medical practice called Care Medical to offer staff in 
Washington state a combination of virtual and in-person visits through Amazon Care.” Last month, “Care Medical 
filed paperwork to start doing business in” many states, including Alaska, Georgia, Hawaii, Maine, and Maryland. 


Ovid Sells Most Promising Drug To Continue Research On Rare Neurological Diseases. 


STAT (3/3, Garde, 262K) reporis Ovid Therapeutics “is trading its most promising drug for enough cash fo fund 
its ambitions in rare neurological diseases.” Ovid is “selling its rights to a late-stage treatment [soticlestal] to 
Japanese pharma giant Takeda” for “$196 million up front ~ an amount thal exceeds the company’s entire 
market value as of Tuesday's close.” Soticiesiat “has demonstrated promise as a treatment for rare diseases, 
including Dravet syndrome and Lennox-Gasiaut syndrome, that cause epileptic seizures.” 


Apple Working To Prove Apple Watch’s Medical Applications. 


STAT (3/3, Aguilar, 262K) reports, “Apple has marketed its Watch for years as a tool to monitor and improve your 
health — and is working on a growing number of research projects to prove the device’s medical applications can 
be useful in both peaple’s everyday lives and in clinical contexts.” STAT outlines some of these research projecis 
and their results so far. 


San Francisco Hires New Behavioral Health Czar To Manage Network Of Substance Use, 
Mental Healthcare Programs. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (3/3, Thadani, 2.44M) reporis San Francisco has hired Dr. Hillary Kunins as the 
new Behavioral Health Services director at the Depariment of Public Health, where she will manage the city’s 
“sprawling network of substance use and mental health care programs.” The article adds that this is “a critical 
pasition that has been held by acting directors for the last two years amid a deadly drug epidemic and an often 
crowded psychiairic emergency room.” According to the article, “About 700 people died of an overdose in 2020, 
a nearly 60% jump over the year prior, mostly due to fentanyl.” 


Global Health News | 


UK Researchers To Test Colchicine As Treatment For People With Early-Stage SARS-CoV-2 
Infection. 


Reuters (3/3, Aripaka) reports researchers at the University of Oxford announced that “colchicine will be tested in 
a iarge UK study looking into potential’ treatments for people with early-stage SARS-CoV-2 infection. The 
PRINCIPLE trial is backed by the UK government and “Is assessing drugs thal may be used at home in the first 
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14 days of [SARS-CoV-2] infection to help patients recover quicker and ward off the need for further intervention 
or hospilalisation.” 


Indian COVID-19 Vaccine Found To Have An 81% Efficacy Rate. 


Bloomberg (3/3, Kay, 3.57M) reporis, “An Indian coronavirus vaccine that generated controversy when it was 
granted ernergency approval before finishing fis final stage [of] testing has shown to provide strong protection 
against Covid-19 in an interim analysis of an advanced clinical trial.” Covaxin, “which was co-developed by 
Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech International Lid. and the Indian Council of Medical Research, showed an 
efficacy rate of 81% in those without prior infection after a second dose.” According to the article, “The findings 
cement Bharati Biotech’s claims of the vaccine being safe and may help overcome vaccine hesitancy as India 
rolis out one of the world’s biggest inoculation programs to contain its massive outbreak. The daia is also a 
rebuttal for critics who had questioned the unprecedented haste with which the indigenously produced shot was 
approved in early January and deployed among India’s frontline health care workers even before providing any 
Phase 3 trial data.” 


UK Report Says Just One Dose Of Pfizer-BioNTech SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine Is 60-70% 
Effective At Preventing Symptomatic Disease In People Age 70 And Older. 


The Los Angeles Times (3/3, Healy, 3.37M) reports researchers in the UK “found that just one dose of the Pfizer- 
BioNTech vaccine was 60% to 70% effective ai preventing symptomatic disease in people age 70 and older,” 
according to a preliminary report from Public Health England. The article adds, “That protection started 10 to 13 
days after receiving the shot and lasted for more than six weeks.” 


WHO’s Global Trial Of Coronavirus Treatments Is Inert After Halting Of Last Arm Of Study. 


Science (3/3, Kupferschmidt, 484K) reports, “The World Health Organization’s (WHO's) Solidarity frial, set up last 
year to quickly test potential COVID-19 therapies with tens of thousands of patients, produced headlines in 
October 2020 when it showed that four candidate treatments offer little benefit,” but “it hasn’t launched any new 
tests” since then. On January 27, the plug was pulled “on the study's only remaining arm, which tested the 
antiviral remdesivir.” According to the article, “Solidarity and the United Kingdom's Recovery trial, which both 
launched in March 2020, are the largest COVID-19 treatment trials worldwide.” 


Calls Grow In EU To Loosen COVID-19 Vaccination Program Red Tape. 


The AP (3/3, Jordans) reporis that many European Union nations, who have seen their national vaccine 
campaign lag “far behind that of Israel, Britain and the United States,” are increasingly calling for a change to “to 
ditch the rulebook, or at least rewrite it a bit.” Now, many European countries are starting to loosen age 
restrictions, find new ways of administering vaccines, and cul red tape to catch up to other nations. 


Paris Court Considers Lawsuit Seeking Accountability For French Nursing Home Deaths. 


The AP (2/3, Chariton} reports a Paris court is weighing a lawsuit “trying to figure out who can be held 
accountable after the virus claimed the lives of tens of thousands of French nursing home residents, and families 
were locked out and left in the dark about what was happening fo their loved ones.” While “defense lawyers 
sought to dismiss the legal effort as frivolous and shaky on procedural grounds, frustrated families in the 
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courtroom gasped and sighed.” This week’s “hearing was the first step in a likely years-long legal marathon.” 
Families in France “hope it will shine a light on what went wrong last year as the virus devastated France’s oldest 
generation and deprived their children and grandchildren of a chance to help or even say goodbye.” 


More African Countries Receive COVID-19 Vaccines From COVAX. 


The AP (3/3, Anna, Ssuuna, Odula) reporis, “More African countries received the long-awaited first deliveries of 
COVID-19 vaccines on Wednesday, with Kenya and Rwanda benefiting from the global COVAX initiative that 
aims to ensure doses for the world’s low-and middle-income nations.” As of now, “Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, 
Angola and Congo also have received their first vaccine doses via COVAX, with several other countries including 
Mali, Senegal, Malawi and Uganda set to receive them this week.” 

Reuters (3/3, Mohammed, Uwiringlyimana) reporis, “Kenya received over a million doses of the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine on Wednesday, while Rwanda said it was the first in Africa to secure shots from 
Pfizer, as efforts to inoculate the world’s poorest nations accelerated.” The country’s “batch, which arrived on a 
Qatar Airways passenger flight, is the first of an initial allocation of 3.56 million doses by the global COVAX 
facility.” 


Czechia Looks To European Neighbors For Hospital Beds For Patients With COVID-19. 


The AP (3/3, Janicek) says, “With hospitals in some parts of the Czech Republic filled up, the country turned to 
Germany and other European couniries with a request for help.” Czech Republic “Interior Minister Jan Hamacek 
said on Wednesday neighboring Germany has offered dozens of beds in its hospitals to treat Czech COVID-19 
patients.” He also said “that Switzerland was another country ready to help with 20 beds in its hospitals while 
offering to take care of the transport of the patients.” Additionally, “talks were also underway with Poland to 
provide around 200 beds.” 


Czechia, Slovakia Receive Additional 100,000 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses From EU Partners. 


Reuters (3/3, Miller) reports, “The Czech Republic and Slovakia, both under severe pressure from the 
coronavirus pandemic, will each receive an extra 100,000 doses of Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine from their European 
Union partners.” 


Greece To Increase Enforce Of COVID-19 Lockdown Rules. 


The AP (3/3) reports, “Authorities in Greece said Wednesday that police will target people making false exercise 
claims to bypass stay-at-home orders as part of tougher new restrictions.” Greece’s “Civil Protection chief Nikos 
Hardalias said that starting Thursday, permission to visit banks and supermarkets would only be permitted for a 

2-kilometer radius of each person’s home, while those wishing to exercise could not use their vehicles or public 

transport for that outing.” 


Austrian Officials Plan To Vaccinate Areas Hit Hard With South African Coronavirus Variant. 


The AP (3/3) reports, “Austrian officials said Wednesday that they plan to offer vaccinations to most residents in 
a district that has seen significant numbers of infections with the South African coronavirus variant.” 


EU To Extend Pandemic Stimulus Safety Net Two More Years. 
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The AP (3/3, Cook) reports, “The European Union is set to extend for around two more years the economic 
safety net it putin place to help save businesses and jobs from the impact of restrictions imposed to halt the 
spread of the coronavirus.” Last year, the “European Commission activated a ‘general escape clause’ in the euro 
single currency rule book, allowing the bloc’s 27 governments to pour billions into emergency health care, tax 
relief and ailing businesses like airlines.” 


Seychelles Aims To Achieve Herd Immunity Against COVID-19 By Mid-March. 


The AP (3/3, Chetty} reports, “The Indian Ocean island nation of Seychelles had one of the world’s first COVID- 
19 vaccine rollouts, and this month if aims to again break ground by reaching so-called ‘herd immunity.” Given 
that “the country depends heavily on tourism...some workers in the tourism industry were among the first to 
receive them, along with health workers.” As of the end of last month, “about 44% of those vaccinated had gotlen 
a second shot.” Notably, Seychelles “has benefited from so-called vaccine diplomacy...with 50,000 doses of the 
Chinese-made Sinopharm vaccine donated by the United Arab Emirates,” and another 50,000 doses donated by 
India. 


Latin America COVID-19 Vaccinations Slow To Start. 


Reuters (3/3, Boadie) reporis, “COVID-19 vaccines are helping reduce infections in North America but in Latin 
America vaccinations have hardly begun, fueling the risk of new variants emerging that could endanger 
everyone, the Pan American Health Organization said on Wednesday.” 


Belgium’s Biggest COVID-19 Vaccination Center Swamped With Demand After Technical 
Issues. 


Reuters (3/3, Herman) reports, “Belgium’s biggest COVID-19 vaccination centre was overwhelmed on 
Wednesday by hundreds of Belgians queuing to get inoculated, after computer problems when the centre 
opened last week kept people from receiving invitations and being processed.” 


Slovakia’s Political Coalition In Turmoil After Prime Minister Orders Russian COVID-19 
Vaccines. 


Reuters (3/3, Lopatka) reports, “Slovakia’s four-party coalition was in turmoil on Wednesday after Prime Minister 
Igor Matovic bypassed his partners and ordered in shipments of the Russian Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine.” 
The current four-party “coalition has frequently disagreed over how to tackle the pandemic, and Matovic made 
his decision despite demands from his party's partners not to use the Russian vaccine uniil lis registered by the 
European Union's medicines watchdog EMA.” 


Hungary To Expand AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine To People Over 60. 


Reuters (3/3, Than, Komuves) reports, “Hungary plans to extend the use of AstraZeneca’s coronavirus vaccine 
fo people older than 60 after data showed its efficacy in the group, Surgeon General Cecilia Muller said on 
Wednesday as the country ramped up Its inoculation campaign.” 


EU, China Say They Will Launch COVID-19 Vaccine Passports. 
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The Wall Street Journal (3/3, Douglas, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} reports that support is growing for 
COVID-19 vaccine passports, as both ihe European Union and China said they plan to pursue such a system. 

EU Si Several Months Away From Launching COVID-193 Vaccine Passport. Bloomberg (3/3, 
Chrysoloras, 3.57M) reports, “The European Union is still months away from issuing Covid-79 immunity 
certificates, raising the risk of another lost tourism season for the bloc’s aviation and hospitality industries.” 
Developing “a digital platform to authenticate travelers’ health status could take three to four months, according 
to a briefing note circulated to national delegations in Brussels on Tuesday.” Additionally, “there are legal 
hurdles, the challenge of agreeing the scope of the program, and resolving thorny medical questions.” 


Britain Plans To Repair Government Finances With Tax Increases After Economy Recovers 
From Pandemic. 


The Wall Street Journal (3/3, Douglas, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that Britain is the first major 
economy to make plans to address the damage to government finances caused by the COVID-719 pandemic, 
announcing it will increase taxes after the economy recovers. 

WSJournal: Johnson’s Post-Pandemic Fiscal Policy Wil Lead To Wasteful Spending. in an 
editorial, the Wall Street Journal (3/3, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) criticizes British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson's plan to offset the negative growth effects from a post-pandemic tax hike with industrial policy, saying it 
will likely only take money from productive entrepreneurs to inefficiently spend on wasteful public works projects. 


WHO Team Leader Acknowledges Absence Of “Hard Facts Or Detailed Data” On Wuhan 
Lab Work. 


The Washington Examiner (3/3, Dunleavy, 888K) reports that Peter Ben Embarek, “the head of the World Health 
Organization group that investigated the origins of the novel coronavirus, says they didn’t get ‘hard facts or 
detailed data’ on the work done at the Wuhan Institute of Virology.” 


Germans Still Largely Hesitant To Get AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine Despite Efficacy 
Data. 


CBS News (3/3, 5.39M)} reports that Germany is lagging in its COVID-19 vaccination campaign, in part because 
“many have chosen to wait for one vaccine over another, instead of just getling the shot that is most available.” 
In particular, Germans are largely hesitant to get the AstraZeneca vaccine, “despite new, real-world data from 
the U.K. that suggests the shot is actually more effective than the Pfizer vaccine in preventing hospitalization.” In 
response, “Chancellor Angela Merkel has now come out to defend the AstraZeneca vaccine.” 


North Korea’s Efforts To Contain COVID-19 Have Worsened Human Rights Abuses, UN 
Expert Warns. 


Reuters (3/3, Nebehay} reports, “Drastic measures taken by North Korea to contain coronavirus have 
exacerbated human rights abuses and economic hardship for its citizens, including reporis of starvation, United 
Nations investigator [Tomas Ojea Quintana] says.” He explained, “The further isolation of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea with the outside world during the COVID-19 pandemic appears to exacerbaie 
entrenched human rights violations.” 
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Pope Francis’ Upcoming Visit To Iraq Draws Concern About Crowds Spreading COVID-19. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Harlan, Loveluck, 10.52M) says that when “Pope Francis embarks this week [to Iraq] 
on his first trip abroad since the pandemic began,” he may offer “some hope that global figures, once they are 
armed with the mighty power of inoculation, might be able to travel again widely.” However, “some health experts 
say that in venturing to a country with far fewer resources to manage the pandemic, the pope’s March 5-8 trip is 
nonetheless risky.” The visit “could spur crowds — and increase transmission of the virus — in a nation that is 
nominally under curfew, has a brittle health system and where only a minimal batch of Chinese-made vaccine 
doses have arrived.” 


Ecuador’s Largest City Wants Direct Purchase Of COVID-19 Vaccines Amid National 
Government Delays. 


Reuters (3/3, Valencia) reports, “Authorities in Ecuador's largest city of Guayaquil said on Wednesday they will 
negotiate the direct purchase of three coronavirus vaccines to speed up the immunization process given the slow 
progress of the national government's rollout since January.” 


Japan’s COVID-19 Contact Tracing App Plagued By Bugs, Problems. 


Bloomberg (3/3, Reidy, 3.57M) reporis, “Organizers for the Tokyo Olympics are asking athletes and teams to 
install a smartphone app that tracks their movements to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus when they 
arrive in Japan,” but the software, called Cocoa, has been plagued by bugs and problems. So far the contact 
tracing app “has seen 25 million downloads, or about one-fifth of the population.” However, “ii was recently 
discovered that for more than four months...the Android version of the app failed to notify close contacts of 
confirmed coronavirus cases.” 


Merkel, German Officials Reach Deal To Keep Lockdowns In Place Until March 28. 


The Hill (3/3, Bowden, 5.69M) reports, “German officiais agreed to extend lockdown measures through most of 
March after a seven-hour meeting on Wednesday, according to Bloomberg.” German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and several “other top officials were reportedly unable to agree on a path to reopen Germany's economy during 
the negoliations, a person familiar told Bloomberg, while agreeing that lockdown measures would remain in 
place until March 28." 


Sao Paulo Forced To Shut Down Amid COVID-19 Surge While Buenos Aires Reopens. 


The AP (3/3, Savarese, Rey} reports, “A swell of COVID-19 cases is” forcing Sao Paulo to shut down while 
Buenos Aires in neighboring Argentina starts to reopen. According to the article, this divergence reflects “how 
those that loosen restrictions despite warnings from scientists see a spike in the pandemic while others that keep 
social distancing measures in place are able to reopen their economies sooner.” 

Reuters (3/3, Fonseca) also reporis. 


COVID-19 Prevalence In England Falling At Slower Rate, Study Reveals. 


Reuters (2/3, Smout} reports, “The prevalence of COVID-19 infections in England has dropped since January, 
but the rate of decline has slowed and cases might be on the rise in some areas, researchers at Imperial College 
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London said on Thursday.” Investigators “said that national prevalence was 0.49%, down two-thirds from the 
1.57% recorded in January, but added that compared to interim findings for February, estimated prevalence had 
risen in London and the South-East, as well as the East and West Midlands.” 


Thailand’s Tourism Reopening Plan Moves Forward As COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign 
Continues. 


Bloomberg (3/3, Thanthong-Knighit, 3.57M) reports, “Thailand's tourism reopening plans are gaining momentum 
as authorities roll out a national inoculation program and look into coronavirus vaccine passporis and quarantine 
waivers.” Thailand’s “Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-Ocha this week ordered officials to study vaccine certificates 
for international travel after signaling the tourism-reliant nation is open to scrapping the two-week quarantine for 
inoculated visitors.” Thailand’s “tourism industry wanis mandatory quaraniines to be lifted from as early as July 1 
so the nation can open to potentially millions of vaccinated travelers.” 


Countries With High Obesity Rates Have Worse COVID-19 Mortality Rates, Report Finds. 


Bloomberg (3/4, Gretler, 3.57M) reports, “Countries where more than half of adulis are overweight have recorded 
Covid-19 mortality rates in excess of 10 times those in other nations, according to” World Obesity Federation 
findings. The research indicated that 2.2 million of the 2.5 million pandemic deaths reported by the end of 
February “were in countries above the 50% threshold,” which suggests “obese people should be included in 
priority groups for testing and vaccinations.” 

CNN International (3/4, Mascarenhas) reports, “In the US, close to three-quarters of the population is either 
overweight or obese, according to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” 


Becerra’s Nomination For HHS Secretary Heads To The Senate Floor After Panel Vote 
Deadlocks. 


The Los Angeles Times (3/3, Wire, 3.37M) reports California Attorney General Xavier Becerra’s (D) nomination 
for HHS Secretary is heading “to the Senate floor after the Finance Committee deadlocked Wednesday in a 
party-line vote.” According to Senaie rules, Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-NY) is now allowed “to bring 
the nomination to the full Senate. After two hearings failed to stymie Becerra’s progress or convince Democrats 
not to support him, he appeared on track for approval.” 

Bloomberg Law (3/3, Stein, Subscription Publication, 4) reports thai the vote was 14-14 along party lines. 
The article says, “Becerra’s nomination will now need four hours of debate and a majority vote by the Senate in 
order for it to be brought up for a final vote, according to Finance Committee spokesman Taylor Harvey.” Becerra 
“could face a close confirmation vote, particularly because as California’s atlorney general he sparred with the 
Trump administration over key questions on Obamacare and abortion.” 

Politico (2/3, Ollstein, 6.73M)} reports that the committee's vote “reflected the sharp partisan divisions 
around Becerra...who’s drawn fire from conservatives eager to make his confirmation a political liability for 
Democrats facing reelection next year.” 
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Reuters (3/3, Lawder) reports that the vote raises “questions about Democrats’ ability to overcome 
Republican opposition to” Becerra. The article says his “fate will depend on Senate Democrats’ ability to stick 
together and suppori him, possibly with a tie-breaking vole by Vice President Kamala Harris.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are Fox News (3/3, Blitzer, 23.99M), The Hill (3/3, Sullivan, 
5.69M)}, the San Francisco Chronicle (3/3, Kopan, 2.44M}, the Sacramento (CA) Bee (3/3, Irby, 579K}, the 
Washington Examiner (3/3, Morrison, 888K), the Washington Times (3/3, Richardson, 626K), the Daily Caller 
(3/3, Housman, 375K), Inside Health Policy (3/3, Lotven, Subscription Publication}, National Review (3/3, Evans, 
798K}, Healthcare Dive (3/3, Muchmore), and HealthLeaders Media (3/3, O'Brien, 178K). 


HHS Orders Texas To Expand COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility To Teachers, Child Care 
Providers. 


The San Antonio Express-News (3/3, Picon, 685K) reports, “State health officials said they received a letter 
Tuesday night from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ordering them to expand eligibility to 
people who work in preschool, primary and secondary schools, as well as Head Start programs...and those who 
work for licensed child care providers.” In the letter, Acting HHS Secretary Norris Cochran said the “agency ‘has 
determined that teachers, school staff and child care workers hold jobs that are critical to the continued 
functioning of society and are at potential occupational risk of exposure’ to the virus.” 

The Texas Tribune (3/3, Swaby, 258K), the Austin (TX) American Statesman (3/3, Cobler, Subscription 
Publication, 261K}, and the Lubbock (TX) Avalanche-Journal (3/3, Dotray, 99) also cover the story. 


Biden Struggling To Prevent Humanitarian Crisis Amid Spike In Unaccompanied Immigrant 
Children Crossing The Border. 


Bloomberg (3/4, Fabian, Epstein, Courtney, 3.57M) reports President “Biden is struggling to head off a potential 
humaniiarian and political crisis on the U.S. southern border, where a spike in [immigrant] crossings — particularly 
by unaccompanied children ~ threatens to overwhelm government shelters.” White House officials briefed the 
President “earlier this week on the surge, and the administration has held multiple briefings with House and 
Senate lawmakers on the situation, according to congressional aides.” At the end of January, “about 5,100 
children and teenagers were in the custody of” HHS’ “Office of Refugee Resettlement, which runs the shelters.” 
HHS Secretary Nominee Xavier Becerra “still hasn't won Senate confirmation, though Cindy Huang was recently 
installed as the new director of ORR.” 


USA Today Discusses Where Biden’s Cabinet Picks Stand In Confirmation Process. 


USA Today (3/3, Santucci, 12.7M) reports on all of President “Biden's cabinet picks and where they stand in the 
confirmation process.” HHS Secretary Nominee Xavier Becerra “was the first of Biden’s nominees not to emerge 
from his committee hearing with a favorable vole.” According io USA Today, “the Finance Committee deadlocked 
14-14, and he awaits action from the majority leader on whether io advance to a full Senate vote.” He “will be the 
first Latino to head the Department of Health and Human Services if confirmed.” Meanwhile, the nominee to 
become the Presidential Science Adviser and Director of the Office of Science and Technology, Eric Lander, is 
awaiting a committee confirmation hearing. 
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Heritage Action Launches Ad Campaign Urging Three Democratic Senators To Vote Against 
Becerra’s Nomination For HHS Secretary. 


The Washington Times (3/3, Richardson, 626K) reports that on Wednesday, Heritage Action for America 
launched “a two-state ad campaign urging three swing-volte Senate Democrats to vote against Health and 
Human Services nominee Xavier Becerra, calling him ‘radical and unqualified.” This $500,000 ad buy “targets 
Sen. Joe Manchin jl of West Virginia and Arizona Sens. Mark Kelly and Kyrsten Sinema with ads calling on the 
senators to vote ‘no’ on President Biden’s pick to head the Health and Human Services Depariment.” 


Becerra Accused Of “Downplaying” China’s Human Rights Abuses In 1997. 


The Washington Examiner (3/3, Rowan, 888K) reporis that California Attorney General Xavier Becerra (D), 
President Biden's nominee for HHS Secretary, “once downplayed China’s human rights abuses amid a push to 
expand trade with the communist country.” In 1997, during his tenure as a congressman from California, 
“Becerra helped lead a delegation of more than 20 House members on an economic mission to China. The trip 
came on the heels of a 1996 tour of Cuba where Becerra met with strongman Fidel Castro, a decision that 
provoked controversy among Cuban-American lawmakers.” Following the trip to China, Becerra acknowledged 
that “the country neeced to improve its record,” but “said that China has a ‘different perspective’ on the issue.” 


California AG Reveals His Office Is Investigating Providence Health Over Allegations It 
Applies Religious Restrictions On Care. 


Michael Hiltzik writes in his Los Angeles Times (3/3, Hiltzik, 3.37M) column that earlier this week, California 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra (D} revealed “his office is investigating whether the Catholic healthcare chain 
Providence Health has violated its legal commitments by applying religious restrictions on care at one of Orange 
County's prernier hospitals.” In a letter to Providence, Becerra requested “a heap of documentation fram” the 
chain “about tts dealings with Hoag Memorial Hospital, a Newport Beach medical center with which it has 
partnered since 2016 and is now in an acrimonious dispute.” This move “follows a confidential complaint that 
several doctors at Hoag Memorial Hospital in Newport Beach filed with his office in October.” Hiltzik mentions 
that Becerra Is currently awaiting confirmation as President Biden’s HHS Secretary. 


Commentary: Becerra’s Diversion Of Medicaid Funds To Labor Unions Makes Him “Unfit” 
To Head HHS. 


Maxford Nelsen, director of labor policy for the Freedom Foundation, writes in a National Review (3/3, 798K) op- 
ed that President Biden’s nominee for HHS Secretary, California Attorney General Xavier Becerra (D}, told 
senators during his confirmation hearing that “he would ‘strengthen Medicaid’ if confirmed.” However, in his 
current post, Becerra “worked to perpetuate the diversion of hundreds of millions of dollars in Medicaid paymenis 
from home-care aides to labor unions that backed his political campaigns.” Nelsen argues that “Becerra’s actions 
make it quite clear that, as HHS secretary, he’d place the interesis of labor unions above the interests of home- 
care workers. And that alone makes him unfit to run the country’s largest bureaucracy.” 


CDC Director Warns “Fatigue” Is Taking Hold As Drops In COVID-19 Cases, Deaths Plateau. 


GADB0000001354 


Fox News (3/3, Hein, 23.99M) reports recent drops in COVID-19 “cases, hospitalizations and deaihs are showing 
signs of stalling, the direcior of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) warned on Wednesday, 
adding that the country is at a ‘critical nexus’ in the pandemic.” CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky added, “On 
the one hand, cases in the country are leveling off at rates just on the cusp of the potential to resurge, and the 
8.1.1.7 hyper-transmissible variant moves ready to hijack our success to date. And on the other hand, stamina 
has worn thin, fatigue is winning and the exact measures we've taken to stop the pandemic are now too often 
being flagrantly ignored.” The article says this warning comes in the wake of some siates lifting COVID-19 
restrictions. 

NPR (3/3, Breslow, 3.69M} also covers the story. 


Insurance Companies Launch Initiative Which Seeks To Vaccinate 2M Seniors Against 
COVID-19. 


CNBC (3/3, Lovelace, 7.34M) reports Andy Slavitt, President Biden's senior advisor on the COVID-19 pandemic, 
announced that “more than a dozen health insurers are launching a pilot program aimed at getting 2 million 
American seniors vaccinated as quickly as possible.” The Vaccine Community Connectors pilot program “is 
designed to educate seniors on the vaccines, help schedule appointments for shots and arrange transportation.” 
NPR (3/3, Treisman, 3.69M) reports that this “new initiative by more than a dozen health insurance 
providers is aiming to promote health equity by making it easier for seniors from underserved populations to get 
vaccinated.” The piece adds that during Wednesday's briefing, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
“varned...ihat recent progress in slowing the pandemic appears to be stalling. The most recent seven-day 
average of new cases stands at 66,000, an increase of 3.5% over the previous seven days.” In addition, “the 
most recent seven-day average of deaths increased 2.2% over that period to slightly more than 2,000 deaths a 
day.” 
Politico (3/3, Luthi, 6.73M) also covers the story. 


WHO: COVID-19 Cases Increased By 7% Globally Last Week. 


CNBC (3/8, Feuer, 7.34M) reporis “World Health Organization officials said Wednesday that scientists are trying 
fo understand why Covid-19 cases are suddenly ticking up across much of the world after weeks of falling 
infections.” Last week, “there were 2.6 million new cases reported across the world...up 7% from the prior week, 
the WHO said in its weekly epidemiological update that reflects data received as of Sunday morning.” That 
increase “follows six conseculive weeks of declining new cases all over the world.” CDC Director Rochelle 
Walensky “has been warning for days that the decline in daily new cases in the U.S. has stalled out and ticked 
upward.” 

Forbes (3/3, Walsh, 10.33M) reports the increase in cases is “a reversal WHO officials called a ‘stern 
warning as some countries greet the arrival of vaccines by loosening restrictions that reduce the spread of the 
disease.” The number of “cases grew in India, Brazil and parts of Europe last week, and case counts remained 
fairly stable in the United States, according to WHO figures.” 


Many Companies Will Continue To Require Masks Despite Texas’ Decision To Lift Mandate. 
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The New York Times (3/3, Friedrnan, 20.6M) reporis, “A day after Gov. Greg Abbott said he would Irft Texas’s 
mask requirement and allow businesses to fully reopen, several companies said they would continue to require 
face coverings in the state.” 

According to CNN (3/3, Meyersohn, 69.21M), these companies include Best Buy, CVS, GM, JCPenney, 
Kroger, Macy's, Target, Toyota, and Walgreens, arnong others. 

The Wall Street Journal (3/3, Terlep, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says Life Time Fitness inc., 
Albertsons Cos, and a number of restaurants, however, do not plan on implementing a mask requirement. 

USA Today (3/3, Guynn, 12.7M} reporis, “Some businesses say they will continue to abide by guidelines 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that shield their frontline workers from exposure to 
COVID-19." 

The Hill (3/3, Kelley, 5.69M) reports CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky “told states not to use the 
nationwide progress as a justification for reopening prematurely, especially as new COVID-19 mutations circle 
through states.” 

Bloomberg (3/3, Clough, Holman, Bhasin, 3.57M) reports Retail Industry Leaders Association spokesman 
Jason Brewer said, “Relaxing common-sense, non-intrusive safety protocols like wearing masks is a mistake.” 
He added that “store workers may be put in an uncomfortable position of having to enforce federally supported 
policies that conflict with state guidance.” 

Among other outlets covering the story are the Washington Post (3/3, Shammas, Wan, Fowler, Moravec, 
10.52M), the AP (3/3, Bleiberg, Weber), NBC Nightly News = (3/3, story 6, 1:45, Halt, 5.82M), the Austin (TX) 
American Statesman (3/3, Moreno-Lozano, Subscription Publication, 261K), the Cincinnati Enquirer (3/3, 


Coolidge, 223K), the Dallas Morning News (3/3, Barragan, 772K), Newsweek (3/3, Fung, 2.67M), and the 
Washington Examiner (3/3, Dima, 888K). 


CBP Has Over 1,700 Unaccompanied Immigrant Children In Custody, Data Show. 


NBC News (3/4, Ainsley, Soboroff, 4.91M) reports US “Customs and Border Protection had 1,763 
unaccompanied [immigrant] children in its custody as of Tuesday, 625 of whom had been held more than 72 
hours, the legal limit for holding children in CBP’s border processing facilities, according to internal CBP data 
obtained by NBC News.” The data “showed that 95 of the 625 who had been wailing more than 72 hours for 
transfer to custody of HHS “were under 13 years old.” President “Biden was briefed about the spike in 
unaccompanied [immigrant] children Tuesday at the White House, where he was iold that this year’s surge could 
top the record of 76,000 unaccompanied children who crossed the border in 2019." 

CNN (3/3, Alvarez, 89.21M) reporis that Customs and Border Protection documents “dated Tuesday show a 
growing trend of unaccompanied children coming into US custody at levels beyond the Health and Human 
Services Department's ability to house them, given limited shelter capacity due to the coronavirus pandemic.” On 
average, “over the last 21 days the US Border Patrol, part of Customs and Border Protection, arrested around 
340 children who crossed the US-Mexico border alone, according to preliminary data outlined in the document.” 

The Hill (3/3, Budryk, 5.69) also reports. 


Biden White House Trying To Recover From Reopening Of Trump-Era Facilities For Migrant 
Children. 
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Newsweek (3/3, Carrasquillo, 2.67M) reports, “When Joe and Jil Biden sat for an interview on Friday with 
Univision, one of the mosi recognizable Spanish-language networks in the country, the president wanted to talk 
about the COVID-19 relief package making its way through Congress, and vaccination rates in communities of 
color.” What the White House “wanted to avoid was the topic of immigration, Univision sources familiar with the 
weeks-long planning for the interview said.” But that “becarne increasingly untenable after a botched rollout of 
the reopening of Trump-era migrant facilities for kids forced the Biden administration to defend tiself from attacks 
across the political spectrum, and persistent questions from reporters on whether there was already a nascent 
border crisis so early in his term.” 


Cruz Says Biden’s “Catch-And-Release” Policies Bring Abusive Human Traffickers, Death 
To US. 


The Washington Times (3/3, Emst, 626K) reports Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) “said Wednesday that President Biden’s 
‘catch-and-release’ policies are a giant magnet for death, destruction, and human traffickers who abuse 
children.” Cruz “blasted the White House for its departure from former President Trump’s immigration policies 
and framed it as a craven political move despite the resulting chaos.” Cruz said, “During the Trump presidency, 
the news media couldn't stop covering ‘kids in cages.” He added, “Well, Joe Biden is expanding the cages 
because their policies are resulting in a whole lot more little boys and little girls being brought in by violent human 
traffickers who physically abuse these kids, who sexually abuse these kids.” 


Opinion: Biden Has Created Crisis At Southern Border. 


In an opinion piece for Politico (3/8, 6.73M), contributing editor Rich Lowry says President Biden has created a 


crisis “at the southern border.” Lowry says Biden’s “rhetoric during the campaign suggesting an open-handed 
approach to migrants coming to the U.S., and his early moves io undo’ former President “Donald Trump’s border 
policies are creating a migrant surge that risks running out of control.” Lowry writes that Trump “had actually 
gotten a handle on the border, which in 2014 and 2019 had spun out of control, creating a major humanitarian 
debacie. Call it what you will, 4 crisis, or a challenge, or something else, but Biden is on a path to heediessly 
repeat this experience.” 


HHS Names Elizabeth Fowler As Head Of CMMI. 


Healthcare Finance News (3/3, Lagasse, 93K) reports that HHS “has announced additional Biden Administration 
appoiniments, including the naming of Elizabeth Fowler to lead the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Innovation as director and deputy administrator.” As CMMI head, Fowler “will be tasked with directing and 
running payment models that are centered around value.” Fowler, “who has held leadership positions at HHS, 
helped to draft the Affordable Care Aci, which President Joe Biden has vowed fo strengthen in part by 
establishing a government-run plan to compete alongside private health insurance offerings.” 


Transgender Rights Become A “Political Flash Point” Under Biden. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Viser, Sotomayor, Schmidt, 10.52M) reports that President Biden’s “little-noticed but 
sweeping effori fo remake transgender rights in America [has] in turn sparked a conservative backlash and fed 
into Republicans’ efforis to portray Democrais as extrerne on social issues.” The Post goes on to report that “the 
intensifying battle...reflects the tension over a range of issues that have little to do with Biden’s specific policies 
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but reflect a belief that his presidency represents broader forces in American life.” However, “it is Biden’s push to 
expand transgender rights thai is emerging as a focal poini for a Republican Party that remains divided on a host 
of other issues,” despite growing public suppori suggested in recent polls. Fewer than “2 percent of US. high 
school students identify as transgender, according to data published in 2019 by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.” 


Airlines Required To Collect Contact Information For Travelers Traveling From Congo, 
Guinea To US Amid Ebola Outbreaks. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Aratani, 10.52M) reporis US health authorities “said this week that airlines will be 
required to collect contact information for travelers coming to the United States from Congo and Guinea, two 
countries that have experienced recent outbreaks of the Ebola virus.” Authorities “say the information will allow 
them to monitor and identify anyone who develops symptoms so they can be isolated and treated.” Furthermore, 
“health officials will be able to warn those who may have been exposed.” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said, 
“Timely public health follow-up requires health officials fo have immediate access to accurate and complete 
contact information for travelers as they arrive in the United States.” 


CDC Offers Advice To Teachers On Educating Students About Zombie Pandemic. 


Newsweek (3/3, Browne, 2.67M) reports, “The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) offers 
advice to teachers on how to educate pupils about a zombie pandemic.” A “tongue-in-cheek section of the 
national health organization’s website provides school teachers, scout leaders, and public health officials with the 
information they need to handle a situation in which the dead come back to life.” Although “the CDC admits the 
scenario is fictitious,” it “says the advice is still useful for teaching legitimate emergency preparedness skills.” 


FDA Unable To Conduct More Than 1,000 Planned Inspections Of Foreign Manufacturing 
Plants Last Year Due To Pandemic. 


Bloomberg Law (3/3, Edney, Subscription Publication, 4K) reporis the US FDA “was unable to conduct more 
than 1,000 planned inspections’ of foreign manufacturing planis in the year that ended September 30 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, according to a report by the Government Accountability Office. According to the article, 
“The agency typically conducts about 1,500 domestic and international surveillance inspections annually.” 


Patients With ALS Reportedly Hopeful Due To Recent Developments. 


USA Today (3/3, O'Donnell, 12.7M) reports on several positive developmenis in the treatment of patients with 
ALS. The article adds that many “are hopeful that Amylyx’s AMX0035, which got a $2.2 million grant from the 
$111 million ice Bucket Challenge, will be approved by the” FDA. Acting FDA Commissioner Dr. Janet 
Woodcock said ALS rernains a priority at the agency. Meanwhile, a new clinical trial is testing multiple treatments 
for patients with ALS, and “record levels of federal research funding are planned this year.” 


Former HHS Official: US Would Curtail Inequity If Government Focused On Helping 
Children In Foster Care Find Permanent Families. 


The Daily Signal (3/3, Hall, 48K} reporis the US “would reduce ‘economic inequity and ‘race inequity’ if the 
federal government focused more on helping foster care children find a permanent family and create a life where 
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they don’t rely on the government, a former Health and Human Services official in the Trump administration 
says.” Lynn Johnson, who served as Assistant Secretary for Family Support in HHS’ Administration for Children 
and Families, said, “We would move kids so they're not spending two decades in our [foster care] sysiem.” 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

Google To Stop Selling Ads Based On Your Specific Web Browsing 

Democrats To Change Eligibility For Stimulus Checks In Covid-19 Aid Bill 
Amazon In Talks To Carry Many NFL Games Exclusively On Prime Video 

The Billionaire Behind The Biggest US Tax Fraud Case Ever Filed 

Museums Launch Covid-19 Exhibits: Virus-Shaped Pifiatas, ‘Happy Hour’ Masks 
Sands To Sell Las Vegas Properties For $6.25 Billion To Apollo Global, REIT 


New York Times: 

Biden Calls State Decisions To End Mask Mandates ‘Neanderthal Thinking’ 
Democrats Narrow Stimulus Payments As Biden Works To Keep Aid Plan On Track 
Germany Places Far-Right AfD Party Under Surveillance For Extremism 
Congressman Harassed Staff And Got Drunk As White House Doctor, Watchdog Says 
Cuomo, Contrite Over Sexual Harassment Accusations, Refuses To Resign 

Inspector General’s Report Cites Elaine Chao For Using Office To Help Family 


Washington Post: 

Guard General Cites Pentagon In Riot Delays 

GOP United By Biden’s Transgender Rights Push 

Deal Set To Tighten Stimulus Payments 

In Italy, The Virus Devastates A Generation 

Ethics Concerns On Transportation Secretary Led to DOJ Referral, Internal Watchdog Says 
A Crossroads For Community Colleges Rises As Rolls Drop 


Financial Times: 

Sunak Delivers Spend Now, Tax Later Budget To Kickstart UK Economy 
German Regulator Files Criminal Complaint Against Greensill Bank 
Exxon Vs Activists: Can Disenchanted Investors Force Change? 
Germany's Intelligence Agency To Spy On Far-Right Political Party 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 
ABC: Threats Against Capitol; Cuomo-Allegations; Biden-Staies Reopening; Biden-Schools; Biden-COVID 
Relief; lrag-US Troops Attacked; Flooding: Tiger Woods; Grandparents Go Viral On TikTok. 
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CBS: Threats Against Capitol; Biden-States Reopening; Cuomo-Allegations: irag-US Troops Attacked; 
Pentagon-White House Physician Report; Biden-COVID Relief; California-Crash Kills 13; COVID-Undocumented 
Women; Chicago-Search Warrant Changes; Buckingham Palace-Meghan Markle; NYC-Woman Raises Money 
For Kids To Get Laptops. 

NBC: Threais Against Capitol; Cuomo-Allegations; lraq-US Troops Attacked; Biden-COVID Relief; Biden-Siates 
Reopening; COVID-Masks; Mississippi-Water Issues; California~Crash Kills 13; Falsified Medical Records; 
Pandemic Anxiety; Restaurant Workers Use Money To Help Community. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Threats Against Capitol ~- 9 minutes, 20 seconds 
Cuomo-Allegations — 8 minutes, 0 seconds 
Biden-States Reopening — 6 minutes, 10 seconds 
lrag-US Troops Attacked — 5 minutes, 25 seconds 
Biden-COVID Relief ~ 3 minutes, 0 seconds 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Sam 8ee: “Last month the Biden Administration called the number of women leaving the workforce a national 
emergency. ... ln December of 2079, women outnumbered men in the US workforce. Unfortunately, just like my 
friendship with Justin Timberlake, some things have to end.” 


Trevor Noah: “Let's kick things off with the coronavirus pandemic, which at this point is a lot like ‘Grey's 
Anatomy’: A lot of people think it’s over when it’s still very much with us.” 


frevor Noak: “Why are things reopening all of a sudden? Corona is not over yet! Texas is still getting over 
7,000 new cases a day, but their governor got vaccinated and now he’s like, ‘Get those clubs back open. i'ma 
get ltr” 


Yreavor Noah: [On the Trump hotel in DC tripling room rates in preparation for March 4] “Let's move on to the 
President of the United States: Donald J. Trump. Oh, I'm sorry. You think Joe Biden was inaugurated in January, 
sheeple? Well, maybe you've been reading the wrong internet message boards. And you're going to find out the 
truth tomorrow! ... Honestly, | don’t even blame Trump. lf 1 was him, | would milk...this thing. I'd be charging my 
guests for [things] they didn’t even buy. (Hotel Guest) ‘Wait a minute, | never bought a Toblerone.’ (Trump) ‘|! 
guess the Dems siole that, too. | feel your pain.” 


Fraver Noah: “These QAnon people have no one to blame but themselves at this point. | mean, they've been 
proven wrong time and time again, but they just keep moving Trump’s ‘inauguration day’ a little further back. And 
in a way, | understand: The deeper you fall into something, the less you want fo admit you were duped, which 
makes you even more desperate to keep the fantasy going. | mean, thal’s why I'm sure the next Kanye album is 
going to be great again. ft has to be.” 


GADB0000001354 


Trevor Noah: “in the meantime, though, it looks like Washington will have to prepare for more riots. | mean, 
they might just end up becoming part of the DC experience. ‘You guys just missed the 2:00 insurrection, but the 
4:30 PM will be starting shortly so stick around. And just remember, do not feed the Capitol rioters, okay?” 


Trevor Noah: “One of President Biden’s top priorities in his first month in office has been passing a coronavirus 
relief bill, which makes sense. | mean, people spent an entire year having to smell their own breaths. The least 
they can get in return is some compensation. Unfortunately, though, to actually get the bill passed, he needs the 
support of the United States Senate, and they’re about as supportive as a YouTube comments section.” 


Jimiry Agmeael: “Security forces are on high alert at the Capitol tonight thanks to a QAnon prophecy that says 
tomorrow is the day Donaid Trump will return to the White House. ... How many more times are these people 
gonna prepare for a victory that doesn’t come? | don’t know who ‘Q’ js, but he’s definitely a Clippers fan.” 


Jimmy Aimiumel: “Make no mistake, I'll bet anything on it, Donald Trump will not be in the White House 
tomorrow. He'll be at Mar-a-Lago, berating the maid for only leaving one McNugget on his pillow.” 


Jirrnny Aimuyrel: “The former vice poodie wrote an op-ed in which he said, among other things, that the 
election was ‘marked by significant voling irregularities.’ He cited multiple claims of voter fraud — no proof, of 
course, but multiple claims. Pence has been exiled to Siberia after refusing to interfere with the election results, 
after he didn’t do what Trump told him to do. So now he wants back In. Who is he writing this for? | mean, what 
good does this do? He knows Trump can’t read.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “Did you know one of the reasons Democrats did so well in Georgia was because of a push 
called ‘souls fo the polls’? This was a thing that encouraged Black voters to vote after church on Sunday. It 
massively increased turnout for voters. So what did Republicans pass in the Georgia house’? A bill that limits 
voting on Sundays. You can’t make this up. | mean, weil, it’s the Lord’s day, we can’t have people exercising 
their constitutional right to vote on that day! But we will keep the golf courses open. Right? Yes, okay, good.” 


Sfephen Colbert: “Hey, remember how there was an insurrection back in January? Capitol Police are warning 
it could come back, because of a QAnon theory claiming the ex-President will return to power tomorrow, March 
4, Now, I’m no psychologist, but you could say they're suffering from ‘March madness.’ Also, they're clinically 
insane.” 


Stephen Colsert: “Where there’s a will, there’s a way to cash in, because the former President's hotel in 
Washingion, DC has been jacking up prices around March 4. Sounds cynical, but they are offering premium 
services: If you’re exhausted from travel, you can just call the front desk and ask the concierge io hang Mike 
Pence.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Ultimately, Q supporters are just going to have to face facts that their guy lost in the highest 
voter turnout in US history. Republicans have accepted it. They looked at voter turnout and realized itis time to 
stop voter turnout.” 
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Jirnny Fallon: “Yeah, the governor is saying Texas will be 100% open and no masks. Texans were like, ‘Fix 
our electrical grid? And the governor's like, ‘Okay, no masks itis.” 


Jimny Fallon: “it came out today that if Trump runs again in 2024, he might choose a Black or female running 
mate. Yeah, afler watching how it ended for the last VP, i'm sure lots of people wanna be considered.” 


Seth Meyers: “Former Trump White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany joined Fox News yesterday as 
an on-air commentator, so it’s kind of like her old job. Except now she’ll be on Fox a little less.” 


James Carden: “Here is big pandemic news out of Texas: Governor Greg Abbott has declared an end to all 
COVID restrictions in the state. Businesses are now completely open, and even the mask mandate has been 
lifted. To which most Texans replied, ‘What mask mandate?” 


James Corden: “Texas is doing this over the objection of health officials. | guess this is why they say, ‘Don't 
mess with Texas.’ Because they are [freaking] crazy. By the way, Mississippi announced similar plans a short 
while later, but c’mon. Its Mississippi. Nobody cares.” 


James Corden: “This afternoon, President Biden spoke forcefully about all this, slamming Texas and 
Mississippi for ‘neanderthal thinking.’ Thai’s right people, we've officially hit ‘neanderthal levels’ on the malarkey 
scale.” 


Jamies Corden: “According to a new study, roughly one-third of Americans think that the political divide is so 
deep in this country that they would support splitting up the United States into like-minded ‘regions.’ America’s 
getting divorced? Which means in a couple of months, America is going to fly to Jamaica to get her groove 
back.” 


National News 


Granholm Says DOE Will Invest $40B In Clean Energy Projects. 


Reuters (3/3, Gardner) reports that on Wednesday, Energy Secretary Granhoim “said...she is ready to use $40 
billion in her departmeni's loan program office that went mostly unused In the last four years to boost the 
transition to clean energy. ‘| am ready to rev those engines back up so that we can spur the next generation of 
innovation and deployment,’ Granholm said during the virtually-held CERAWeek conference.” According to 
Reuters, Granholm “said Jigar Shah, an expert in clean energy finance, will head the department's loan 
programs office.” Reuters reports that Shah was “most recenily co-founder and president of Generate Capiial, 
were he helped entrepreneurs speed decarbonization,” and “also financed SuntEdison, a solar energy financing 
company.” Granholm said of Shah, “He’s going to help us put together an indomitable portfolio of investments for 
American taxpayers, that will help us tackle climate change and create jobs.” 

(3/3, 2.63M), Granhoim said that President Biden “has said when 
he hears the words climate change, he thinks of jobs, and the opportunity here for Americans in every pocket of 


in an appearance on ABC’s The Vie Ea 
the country to experience both the benefits of cost reduction as a result of clean energy, as well as jobs, is so 


exciting. i's why I’m so honored to be part of this, because the mission here is about deploying clean energy and 
about creating jobs all over the country, all kinds of jobs for all kinds of people.” 
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Granholm: Texas Needs To “Link Up” And Weatherize. 


Asked on ABC's The View } 
future, Energy Secretary Granholm said, “It would be wise, | think, for Texas to consider at least linking up to the 


(3/3, 2.63M) about preventing energy crises like Texas’ power grid failure in the 


rest of the national grid so we can help them in their time of need. The second thing is that they got word back in 
2011 that they had to winterize their system, that climate change is upon us, and these weird weather events will 
continue to happen. Every other part of the country is weatherized, or at least has taken it upon themselves to 
make sure that this wouldn't happen in really tough times and, unfortunately, Texas has not done that.” 


House Democrats’ Climate Change Bill Includes Goal Of 100% Clean Electricity By 2035. 


Politico (3/3, Adragna, 6.73M) reports that Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce Committee have 
“unveiled a template of their plan to combat climate change this Congress that would take a sector-by-sector 
approach to eliminate carbon dioxide and reach nel-zero emissions by 2050.” The 981-page bill “calls for a 
federal clean energy standard that sets an interim goal of 80 percent clean electricity by 2030 and 100 percent 
by 2035.” Politico says the billis “in line with the goals laid out by President Joe Biden and as part of his Build 
Back Better agenda.” 


Records Show Billions In Transportation Earmarks Remain Unused. 


The Washington Post (3/3, Duncan, 10.82M) reports that “as House Democrats prepare to bring back earmarks,” 
Federal Highway Administration records show that “billions of dollars tagged for lawmakers’ favored 
transportation projects before a decade-old ban sits unspent.” According to the records, “as of October 2019, 
about $2.4 billion in 3,600 earmarks at least 10 years old had yet to be fully spent. Of those, about 300 earmarks 
worth about $400 million had never been tapped.” State transportation officials “point to the unspent money as 
an exarnple of the system’s inefficiencies, tying up resources they otherwise would have used long ago.” 


Engineering Society Urges “Big And Bold” Infrastructure Relief. 


The AP (3/3, Yen) reports that the American Society of Civil Engineers released its “Infrastructure Report Card” 
on Wednesday, giving the country’s infrastructure a C- “for its deteriorating roads, public transit and starm water 
systems due to years of inaction from the federal government.” The ASCE “called for ‘big and bold’ relief, 
estimating it would cost $5.9 trillion over the next decade to bring roads, bridges and airports to a safe and 
sustainable level,” about $2.6 trillion higher “than what government and the private sector already spend.” 
Transportation Secretary Buttigieg said the “report card is a warning and a call to action. A generation of 
disinvesiment is catching up to us.” 


Farmers Await Policy Changes Under New Administration. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (3/8, Condon, 855K) reports that after 2020 “almost killed” several farming 
operations across the Midwest, the “new year brings new reasons for optimism for Minnesota's agricultural 
producers, fueled by a booming export market with China and forecasts for a sirong 2021 harvest.” However, “a 
new Democratic adminisiration in Washington has farmers wondering what's in store from” President Biden and 
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack, arnid the Administration’s signals “that the fight against climate change will be a 
guiding focus of its agriculture policy.” 


GADB0000001354 


USPS Launches Second Phase Of Organizational Changes. 


The Hill (2/3, Willams, 5.69M) reporis that the USPS “announced on Wednesday the start of its next phase of 
organizational changes over the next two months.” Postmaster General Louis DeJoy “said in a statement that 
this second phase of changes will consolidate 67 service districis into 50 districts” and “realign its logistics and 
processing operations to add an additional division, bringing the total to 13.” USPS “also said it will offer its 
voluntary early retirement option, effective April 30, to most of lis non-bargaining employees at fis headquariers, 
area and district offices as part of a reduction in workforce.” DeJoy said the second phase will “strengthen our 
mission and commiiment to serve the American people by improving efficiency and streamlining decision making 
throughout the organization.” 


House Passes For The People Act 220-210. 


The AP (3/4, Slodysko) reports, “House Democrats passed sweeping voting and ethics legislation over 
unanimous Republican opposition, advancing to the Senate what would be the largest overhaul of the U.S. 
election law in at least a generation.” H.R. 1, “which touches on virtually every aspect of the electoral process, 
was approved Wednesday night on a near party-line 220-210 vote. It would restrict partisan gerrymandering of 
congressional disiricts, strike down hurdles to voting and bring transparency to a murky campaign finance 
system that allows wealthy donors to anonymously bankroll political causes.” 

The New York Times (3/3, Fandas, 20.6M) says Democrats “pushed through a sweeping expansion of 
federal voting rights on Wednesday over unified Republican opposition, opening a new front in a raging national 
debate about elections aimed ai countering G.O.P. attempts to clamp down on ballot access.” The Times calls 
the bill “the most significant enhancement of federal voting protections since the 1960s." CNN (3/3, Foran, 
Grayer, 89.21M) reports on its website, “The legislation is largely ihe same as the version that passed during the 
last Congress. Notable changes, however, include revisions that Democrais say will make it safer and easier to 
vote amid the coronavirus pandemic as well as measures to protect against foreign interference in elections.” 

USA Today (3/3, Behrmann, 12.7M) reports the so-called For The People Act “had no chance of becoming 
law when Republicans controlled the Senate,” with then-Senate Majority Leader McConnell “calling it a ‘terrible 
bil and not giving it any floor time. Now with a 50-50 Senate, and Senate Democrais in contral, it has somewhat 
of a higher chance of making it to President Joe Biden's desk.” Politico (3/3, Ferris, 8.73M) reports, “The Senate, 


now in Democratic control, is expected to take up the bill, which will force Republicans — particularly those up for 
resiection in 2022 ~ on the record on the issue.” 

Greg Sargent wrote earlier in the Washington Post (3/3, 10.52M) that H.R. 1 could not “pass the Senate as 
long as the legislative fillbuster remains. Which is why it was welcome” when Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN}) “came 
out in support of ending the filibuster if itis necessary io pass measures defending voting rights.” Klobuchar 
“notes that the spread of new GOP anii-voting bills boosis the need for Democrats to enact HR 1 — and thai 
increases the pressure to end or alter the Senate filibuster.” She “bluntly described the central question as one 
over whether Democrats will allow themselves fo be steamrolled by a Republican exercise of power.” Kiobuchar, 
Sargent adds, “now seems to get this. How many other Democrats do?” 

E.J. Dionne writes in the Washington Post (3/3, 10.52M}, “President Biden has had a great start,” bul “a 
crisis is lurking.” Dionne says an “inescapable confrontation” is coming “over the For the People Act, and, later, 
the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. ... lf Democrats who continue to defend the filibuster...don’t 
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accept lifting it on behaif of political reform, they will be asking their party io commit political suicide in the face of 
the GOP’s discriminatory, anti-voter drive. They will be maiming democracy, too.” The Wall Street Journal (3/4, 
Hughes, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) and the Los Angeles Times (3/3, 3.37M) also have reports. 

SCOTUS Ruling On Arizona Voting Restrictions Could Limit VRA. The New York Times (3/3, 
Epstein, Wines, 20.6M) reports that the Supreme Court's ullimate decision on a lawsuit seeking to overturn a 
restrictive Arizona voting law “could have a major impact on states’ ability to curtail voting rights.” While the 
“issue before the court are Arizona laws forbidding third-party collection of ballots...and another requiring election 
officials to discard ballots cast at the wrong precinct,” according to the Times, “the broader question is the fuiure 
of the Voting Rights Act, and whether states will be allowed to restrict voting access unimpeded.” If the High 
Court rules in favor of Republicans, “ii could give the party’s lawmakers wide latitude to enact voting restrictions” 
that Democrats have “argued would disproportionately curtail voting access io people of color.” 


Pentagon IG Releases Findings Of Probe Into Ex-White House Physician. 


The AP (3/3, Lemire) reports that “the Department of Defense inspector general released a scathing report 
Wednesday on the conduct of Rep. Ronny Jackson (R-TX), “when he worked as a top White House physician” 
for former Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump. The years-iong investigation into allegations regarding 
his conduct “concluded that Jackson made ‘sexual and denigrating’ comments about a female subordinate, 
violated the policy on drinking alcohol on a presidential trip and took prescription-strength sleeping medication 
that prompted worries from his colleagues about his ability to provide proper medical care.” The probe included 
interviews with 78 witnesses and a review “a host of White House documents.” The Washington Post (3/3, 
Horton, 10.52M) reporis that “out of 60 people interviewed about Jackson’s command climate, only 13 had 
positive experiences to share, investigators said in the report.” The inspector general “recommended the Navy 
secretary take ‘appropriate action.” Navy spokesperson Cmdr. Courtney Hilson said the Navy is reviewing the 
report. 

USA Today (3/3, Brown, 12.7M) reports that “the report is rife with comments that describe a toxic and 
dysfunctional work environment under Jackson,” who was “elevated to the top medical position by Obama in 
2013” and resigned in 2019, “afier which he launched a campaign for Congress.” The report also “noted that 
White House counsel was present in all interviews with witnesses, which investigators argued had a ‘potential 
chilling effect’ that would ‘prevent us from receiving accurate testimony.” 

CNN (3/3, Liptak, Zeleny, Klein, 89.21M) reports on its website that Jackson’s “upward trajectory was 
heiped along by a relatively positive reputation among White House aides and the presidenis they served, who 
viewed Jackson as reliable and friendly.” However, Politico (3/3, Bender, 6.73M) reports that Jackson “stirred 
public controversy while caring for Trump amid charges he provided overly glowing reports on the president's 
health. And his alleged behavior also later sank his nomination to be Trump’s secretary of Veterans of Affairs.” 


Jackson said in a statermeni on Wednesday that the report was “a political hit job because | stood with" Trump. 


The New York Times (3/3, Edmondson, Shear, 20.6M) and the CBS Evening News! = (3/3, siory 5, 0:20, 


O'Donnell, 4.68M) provide additional coverage. 


Transportation IG Report Cites Chao For Misuse Of Office. 


The New York Times (3/3, Lipton, Forsythe, 20.6M)} reports that the Transportation Department’s inspector 
general released a 44-page report on Wednesday detailing multiple examples of former Transportation Secretary 


GADB0000001354 


Elaine Chao using her office to benefit “her family’s shipping business, which is run by her sister and has 
extensive business ties with China.” The report disclosed thai both the Justice Depariment’s criminal and public 
integrity divisions declined to investigate the matter despite ethics concerns raised by multiple staff members. 
Politico (3/3, Mintz, Snyder, 6.73M) reports that the report alleges that Chao’s misuse included “exiensive 
planning to include relatives on an official trip to China and requiring her public affairs staff help market a book 
written by her father.” Reuters (3/3, Shepardson) reporis that the probe also “included allegations that Chao 
directed staff to research or purchase personal items for her online using her personal credit card or performed 


other personal errands for her or her father,” and that “Chao had tasked political appoiniees to contact Harneland 
Security (DHS) officials on behalf of a foreign student who was the recipient of Chao family philanthropy.” 

The Washington Post (3/3, Laris, 10.52M} reports that the inspector general’s office “said it had looked into 
allegations that Chao had improperly steered resources to Kentucky, which her husband,” Senate Minority 
Leader McConnell, “represenis in the Senate, but did not find evidence of that.” A spokesperson for Chao “and 
her supporters poinied to areas where the inspector general did not find wrongdoing as an endorsement of her 
approach to governance.” The Wall Street Journal (3/3, Mann, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) provides similar 
coverage. 


Cuomo Apologizes For Acting “In A Way That Made People Feel Uncomfortable,” But Will 
Not Resign. 


The New York Times (3/3, McKinley, Ferré-Sadurni, 20.6M) reports, “In his first public remarks since a sexual 
harassment scandal enveloped his administration,’ New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D)} “said on Wednesday that 
he was embarrassed by his actions and apologized, but that he would not resign from office.” Cuomo “sought to 
quell the outrage over his actions regarding three young women — including accusations of sexual harassment 
from two former aides, and another of unwanted touching and kissing at a wedding — as a growing chorus of his 
fellow Democrats called for him to step aside.” 

The AP (3/3, Villeneuve, Sisak} reports Cuomo “apologized and said that he ‘learned an important lesson’ 
about his behavior around women.” Cuomo said, “| now understand thal | acted in a way that made people feel 
uncomfortabie. It was unintentional and | truly and deeply apologize for iL.” When asked “about calls for him to 
step aside, the third-term governor said: ‘| wasn’t elected by politicians, | was elected by the people of the state 
of New York. I'm not going to resign.” 

B (3/3, story 2, 3:15, Muir, 
7.11M}, Stephanie Ramos reported, “After a week out of the public eye,” the “embattled” governor “emerged to 


All three broadcast networks covered the story. On ABC World News Tonight 


deliver one of his trademark COVID briefings and when if was over, he addressed the sexual harassment 
allegations threatening to derail his career. ... Two former aides accused the govermor of sexual 
harassment...and a third woman...said the governor took her face in his hands and asked io kiss her.” Jericka 


Duncan said on the CBS Evening News = (3/3, story 3, 2:35, O'Donnell, 4.68M), “Pushing back against calls to 
step aside, [Cuomo] publicly addressed the sexual harassment firestorm involving three wornen.” 


Anne Thompson said on NBC Nightly News = (3/3, story 2, 2:10, Holt, 5.82M) that the “apoioay [was] 
rejecied by his accusers. Former aide Charlotte Bennett's attorney called the press conference ‘full of falsehoods 
and inaccurate information.’ Lindsey Boylan tweeted, ‘How can New Yorkers trust you to lead our state if you 
don't know when you’ve been inappropriate with your own staff?” 
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USA Today (3/3, Campbell, 12.7M) reporis Cuomo “said Wednesday he will not cede to a growing number 
of calls for his resignation amid a sexual harassment scandal, pleading for residents to wait for an investigation 
to conclude before forming their opinions.” The New York Post (3/3, Hogan, Golding, 7.45M) reporis Cuomo said 
he “feels ‘awful and ‘embarrassed’ about the multiple sexual harassment allegations against him — but insisted, 
‘Tm not going to resign.” The New York Daily News (3/3, Slattery, 2.51M) reporis, “The embattled governor, 
whose briefings were considered must-see TV for much of the COVID crisis, had not taken questions from the 
press in over a week as his administration became embroiled in multiple scandals.” 

James Hohmann writes in the Washington Post (3/3, 10.52M), “The urge to identify a foil to Former 
President Donald] Trump, to elevate an antidote fo his erratic covid-19 response, was so strong” that Cuorno 
“emerged as the unlikely anti-Trump, despite his manifest flaws.” Hohmann adds that politicians too often “find 
themselves cast as heroes or villains when they are neither. Often the truth is somewhere in between.” 

Reuters (3/3, Caspani, Borter}, Bloomberg (3/3, Sherman, Clukey, 3.57M), the Washington Post (3/3, 
Scherer, Dawsey, 10.52M), the Wall Street Journal (3/3, Vielkind, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), Axios (3/3, 
1.26M), Politico (3/3, LeVine, Everett, 6.73M), The Hill (3/8, Choi, 5.69M), and the CNN (3/3, Krieg, Vitagliano, 
89.21M)} and Fox News (3/3, Flood, 23.99M) websites are among the other outlets covering the story, and the 


Washington Post (3/3, Stevenson, 10.52M) also profiles New York Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul (D), who would 
succeed Cuomo if he leaves office early. 


Trump Reportedly Considering 2024 Bid With New Running Mate. 


Bloomberg (3/3, Jacobs, Parker, Niquette, 3.57M) reports former President Donald Trump “is telling allies he’s 
strongly considering another run for president in 2024 ~ and close advisers want him to choose someone other 
than former Vice President Mike Pence for his ticket, according to people familiar with the discussions.” 
Bloomberg says Trump has privately “discussed alternatives to Pence as he takes stock of who he believes 
stood with him at the end of his term and who didn’t,” according to two sources. Trump’s advisers “have 
discussed identifying a Black or female running mate for his next run,” with South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem (R) 
and Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC) among the possibilities. 

Kemp Says He Would “Absolutely” Support Trump if He is GOP Nominee. The hill (3/3, Folley, 
5.69M) reporis Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) “said that he will ‘absolutely’ support” Trump if Trump “became the 


Republican Party's presidential nominee, even after recent comments from Trump voicing regret over backing 
Kemp in 2018.” Kemp tald Fox News’ Neil Cavuto, “Absolutely, I’m going to support the nominee.” 

Pompeo indicates Ne May Run For President if Trump Does Not. Fox News (3/3, 23.99M) reports 
on its website, “Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declined Wednesday to rule oui a run for the White 
House” if Trump “does not seek the office in 2024,” telling Sean Hannity that “he was ‘always up for a fight.”” 


Emmer Says Trump’s Involvement In GOP House Races Not “Helpful.” 


Politico (3/3, Leonard, 6.73M} reports National Republican Congressional Committee Chairman Rep. Tom 
Emmer (R-MN) said that former President Donaid Trump “should back down on attempting to primary GOP 
lawmakers who voted to impeach him.” Emmer said, “He can do whatever he wants. But | would tell him that it’s 
probably better for us that we keep these people and we make sure thal we have a majorily that can be 
sustained going forward. That's not gonna be helpful.” 
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The Hill (3/3, Easley, 5.69M)} reporis Emmier said “he has not spoken to Trump directly about staying out of 
primary races involving the 10 House Republicans that voied to impeach Trump. Bui he said that he believes 
Trump will listen to Republican National Committee chainvoman Ronna McDaniel and other GOP leaders telling 
him ‘that’s not going to be helpful.” 


FEC Asks Jordan To Explain Accounting Discrepancies. 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer (3/3, Eaton, 1.22M) reports the Federal Election Commission on Tuesday asked 
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH) “to explain large accounting discrepancies between reports it fled several years ago 
and corrected reports the committee filed earlier this year. The campaign says no money was ever missing from 
its accounts, and blames the inconsistencies on troubles adjusting to skyrocketing donations as Jordan’s national 
profile grew.” 


Reed Reportedly Planning New York Gubernatorial Run. 


Axios (3/3, Treene, 1.26M) reporis Rep. Tom Reed (R-NY) “has begun hiring staffers to work on a campaign for 
governor of New York, a clear sign he’s nearing a bid.” Reed told Axios, “We want to hit the ground running, so 
we're talking to people that want to be part of that effort.” Axios says Reed “has already brought on a former 
Senate aide to run communications for his expected campaign, and has lined up others to help prepare him.” 


Scholars Call For Creation Of Federal “Social Housing Development Authority.” 


in an op-ed for the New York Times (3/3, 20.6M), Glanpaolo Bajocchi of the Urban Democracy Lab at New York 
University, and H. Jacob Carlson of Brown University’s Population Studies and Training Center, argue for “the 
creation of the Social Housing Development Authorily, a federal agency that would purchase distressed real 
estate, ensure itis livable and environmentally sound, and finance its transfer to the so-called social housing 
secior, including tenant cooperatives, community land trusts, nonprofits or public housing.” 


Copyright 2621 by Bulletin Intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television pragrams, radio broadcasts, social-media platforms and 
additional forrns of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to the respective platform's terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 

creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.com, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 
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From: Bulletin Intelligence [HHS@Bulletinintelligence.com] 

Sent: 3/1/2021 12:46:43 PM 

To: Hail, Bill (HHS/ASPA) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfcfc3cfebe2406793416ead1ed9fa78-bill.hall.o]; Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d317f5626934585b3692a1823c1b522-mylesr] 

Subject: NIH News Briefing for Monday, March 1, 2021 

Attachments: NiHNewsBriefing210301.doc 


Click to access online version optimized for diferent mobile platforms, audio version, and fully searchable archives of NIM 
News Briefings. 


GADB0000001361 


| | 


FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 


DATE: MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2027 7:30 AM EST 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIH News 


« Collins Interviewed About J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 
* NIH Head Apologizes For Structural Racism In Biomedical Research. 
* US. Authorizes J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine, Making li Third Available. 
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* People Who've Had COVID-19 Might Only Need To Get Vaccinated Once, Studies Suggest. 

« There’s Good Covid-19 News, Including A Third Vaccine’s Approval. But Don’t Ease Up On Safety Measures, 
Fauci Warns. 

« Spotlight On Coronavirus Vaccines Overshadows Furious Effort To Find New Treatments. 

° Everything Old is New Again: Repurposing Drugs To Treat Covid-19. 

« inside ‘Post-Covid’ Clinics: How Specialized Centers Are Trying To Treat Long-Haulers. 

* Fauci Touts Efficacy Of Three COVID-19 Vaccines, Says More J&J Doses Will Be Available By The End Of 
March. 

* Fauci Highlights Importance Of US Approval Of Third COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Fauci Discusses COVID-19 Resirictions, Vaccine Efficacy During Interview. 

« Fauci Says People Should Stop Comparing COVID-19 Vaccines Because All Three Are Safe, Efficacious. 

¢ Dr. Fauci Outlines What Schools Need For in-Person Teaching To Return. 

* SNL Dreams Up A Fauci-Hosted Game Show Where Contestanis Vie For The Vaccine. 

° Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Accuses Dr. Fauci, Without Evidence, Of Profiting From COVID Vaccines. 

« Bill Maher Says Fauci Is ‘Always A Downer. 

* Fauci Falls Silent Following New York Nursing Home Scandal After Repeatedly Praising Cuomo Response. 
« J&I’s COVID-19 Shot Gets CDC Panel Backing; Vaccine Near Shipping. 

° US. Health Officials Caution Governors Against Easing Restrictions, Warning That A Recent Plunge In Virus 
Cases ‘May Be Stalling.’ 

* Biden Says He’s Launching Campaign on Vaccine Safety, Efficacy. 

* Federal Scientists Plead For Pandemic Controls As infection Declines Stall. 

* New Fears Of Next Coronavirus Wave As Case Declines Slow And Variants Grow. 

« Scientists Get Serious About Mixing And Matching COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* South Dakota Governor Defends State’s COVID-19 Response. 

* Countries Call On Drug Companies To Share Vaccine Know-How. 

«Mutant Coronavirus Variants Are A Growing Threat. Vaccinations, Mask Wearing Are Essential. 

* How This Summer Could Bring The Pandemic Relief We're Longing For. 

« Texas Proved Groupthink Can Kill People. The Covid Vaccine Proves Diversity Saves People. 

° Tucker Carlson: Americans Have Been Lied To By COVID Response Leaders. 

« America Is Getting Closer To Normalcy — It’s Absurd To Paint It Any Other Way. 

* Kamala Harris ls Facing The Consequences Of Her Dangerous Anti-Vaccine Rhetoric. 

* COVID Vaccines Save Lives. Get One Even If Your Own Life Isn't Back To Normal Overnight. 

* Fauci Says He ‘Would Have No Hesitancy Whatsoever’ Taking The Newly Authorized Johnson & Johnson 
Vaccine. 

«|ts ‘Too Premature’ To Relax COVID-19 Restrictions Because It Could Lead To A ‘Rebound’ Of Cases, Fauci 
Says. 

* FDA Grants Emergency Authorization For Johnson & Johnsor’s One-Shot COVID Vaccine. 

° The Bidens Announce initiatives On Health inequity And DARPA-Like Research For Cancer. 

«NCI Study Finds That People With SARS-CoV-2 Antibodies May Have A Low Risk Of Future Infection. 

* New Miniseries: 50 Years Of The National Cancer Act. 

* Pandemic Pushed National Cancer Institute To Commercial Software For Telemedicine, ClO Says. 


GADB0000001361 


* FDA Concussion Test Approval Signals Broad Advances In The Field. 

* Giorgio Trinchieri, MD, On Fecal Microbiota Transplant To Promote Immunotherapy Response. 

ein Black Adults, Lifetime Discrimination Associated With Increased Risk For Incident Hypertension, Research 
indicates. 

° Antiviral Drugs On Shelf Get Faster Covid Testing Under NIH Plan. 

« intermittent Fasting And Why When You Eat Makes A Difference. 

*Kunle Odunsi: 50 Years From Now Disparities ~ And Metastatic Disease ~ Will Be Gone. 

* Thermo Fisher Completes $450M Acquisition Of San Diego COVID Test Maker Mesa Biotech. 

* Hate Crimes Against Asian Americans Are On The Rise. Here’s What Activists, Lawmakers And Police Are 
Doing To Stop The Violence. 

« Batty Funding For The Coronavirus: China Should Get No More U.S. Dollars For Dangerous Research. 

* A Look At The Future Of Targeted Therapy. 

« Regenstrief To implement COVID-19 Dataset Codes With ONC Funds. 


Health & Medical News 


* US Opening Mass COVID-19 Vaccine Sites, But These Fail To Account For People In Remote Areas, Vaccine 
Skeptics. 

+ Demand For COVID-19 Testing in The US Plunges, Raising Some Concern. 

e Some States Have Not Given People With Underlying Conditions Priority For COVID-19 Vaccines, Leaving 
Many in Limbo. 

* Biden Touts New Weekend Vaccination Record. 

« Biden Administration Purchases 100,000 Doses Of Lilly’s Antibody Treatment For COVID-19. 

° Expert Says Approval Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Will Not Significantly Alter Available Number Of Doses 
immediately. 

» Some Native American Tribes Still In “Legal Limbo” With Respect To COVID-19 Relief Funding From Feds. 

* CDC, Other Federal Agencies Push Back Against GAO Probe Of COVID-19 Data Collection. 

* Slaviit Says Almost 50% Of Americans Aged 65+ Have Received First Dose Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Surge In COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Could Help To Address “Persistent Racial Disparity.” 

* Senate Dems Want CDC To Track The Race And Ethnicity Of Those Who Have Received COVID-19 Vaccines. 
* Nebraska Officials Find First Cases Of California Coronavirus Variant in State. 

«Two US Navy Warships In Mideast Face COVID-19 Outbreaks. 

* COVID-19 Pandemic Partially Responsible For Recent Increase In Fatalities Linked To Avalanches, Experts 
Say. 

° Detroit Whole Foods Market Store Reports 23 Cases Of COVID-19 Among Employees. 

«US Lacks Data To Support Arab Americans’ COVID-19 Concerns. 

* Native American Leaders in California Fear COVID-19 Fatalities Being Undercounted Bue To Racial 
Misclassification. 

* UK Coronavirus Variant Could Be In Every County in Ohio, Official Says. 

* Latino People in Los Angeles County Dying From COVID-19 At Three Times The Rate Of White People, Data 
Show. 
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* COVID-19 Cases, Fatalities In US Nursing Homes Have Fallen “Significantly” Since December Amid Vaccine 
Rollout. 

* Some Los Angeles Communities “Barely Felt” Recent COVID-19 Surge. 

« Community Pharmacists Frustrated About Receiving Fewer COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Proportionally Than 
Major Chains. 

« Officials In Breakaway Territories Asking Russia For Doses Of Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine For Contested 
Regions. 

* Analysis: Most Significant Thing Trump Said At CPAC Was People Should Get A COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Mobile Clinic Bringing COVID-19 Vaccine To California Farmworkers. 

* Connecticut Expecis Massive Demand As Vaccine Eligibility Expands On Monday. 

« Testing, Distancing To Remain Important As COVID-19 Cases Decline, Experts Say. 

* UnitedHealth Launches Pop-Up COVID-19 Antibody Treatment Center. 

* OMS Says Group Health Plans Must Cover COVID-19 Diagnostic Testing. 

° CDC Facing Pressure To Prioritize COVID-19 Vaccinations For People With Developmental Disabilities. 

« Opinion: GOP Putting Politics Over Helping Americans With COVID-19 Aid Opposition. 

* People in US Without Connection To A Hospital Scramble To Find COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« Seniors Without Tech Skills Missing Out On Potentially Lifesaving COVID-19 Vaccines. 

° Getling Coronavirus Vaccine May Help Protect Others, Experis Say. 

* Some Health Officials Offer “Selfie Stations” To Encourage Vaccinations. 

* Oxford Scientists Working To Modify Astrazeneca COVID-19 Vaccine For New Variants. 

* Census Survey Finds Younger Black Americans Most Reluctant To Receive Vaccine. 

* COVID-19 Vaccines Bringing New Technologies That Could Change How Future Vaccines Are Developed. 
« Moderna Completes Enrollment For COVID-19 Vaccine Trial in Adolescents. 

*NYC To Invest in Rapid COVID-19 Tests. 

* Nearly 10% Of North Dakotans Have Received Both Doses Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«More Than 50% Of Wisconsinites Aged 65 And Older Have Received At Least One Dose Of The COVID-19 
Vaccine. 

« Okiahoma Administered More Than 1M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

° Federal Judge Requires Buffalo Detention Center To Provide COVID-19 Vaccine To Some Detainees. 

« San Francisco Parents Launch Recall Against School Board Members For Prioritizing Social Justice issues. 
* Only 5% Of Federal Inmates Received Home Confinement Despite Instructions To Quickly Grant It To Certain 
Individuals. 

* University Of Maryland Ends “Sequester-In-Place,” Plans To Resume In-Person Classes Monday. 

* DC Public School Officials Warn Not Al Students Are Guaranteed An In-Person Slot This Academic Year. 

« Coronavirus Testing Down By One-Third In DC Region, Raising Concern Among Health Experis. 
«Wyoming To Lift COVID-19 Restrictions On Personal Care Businesses. 

«White Maryland Residents Have Received Four Times As Many COVID-19 Vaccine Doses As Black, Latino 
Residents, 

« COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Stolen; Two Children Improperly Vaccinated In Tennessee. 

* Nebraska To Release Plan To Provide COVID-19 Vaccine To Residents With Certain Underlying Health 
Conditions. 
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* Some State GOP Legislators Promoting Misinformation Regarding COVID-19. 

* Errors In COVID-19 Case Counts Found In Nevada’s Prison System. 

* Maine Governor Announces Age-Based COVID-19 Vaccine Approach. 

«indianapolis To Relax COVID-19 Restrictions In Bars, Restaurants On Monday. 

* indiana House, Senate Passed “Considerably Different” Proposais To Expand Legisiature’s Emergency 
Powers. 

* Georgia Governor Says Professors Will Not Be Included Among Other Teachers Eligible For COVID-19 
Vaccines. 

* Georgia Legislators Could Strip Local Boards’ Public Health Powers. 

* Fraud Hindering States’ Pandemic-Related Jobless Programs. 

« COVID-19 Mentioned During Debate About Assisted Suicide In Connecticut. 

e North Carolina Governor Vetoes Bil Forcing K-12 Public Schools To Reopen. 

« California Governor Expects To Begin Administering J&J COVID-19 Vaccine This Week. 

* Greensboro To Receive 3,000 COVID-719 Vaccines Daily As Part Of Federal Pilot Program. 

« Anti-Vaxxers Protest Outside COVID-19 Vaccination Site At Dodger Stadium. 

* Oregon Governor Says All Residents Will Be Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine By July 1. 

« Maine Hospitals Prep For New Surge Of COVID-19 Vaccine Demand After State Expands Eligibility List. 

° South Carolina Governor Lifts Ceriain COVID-19 Restrictions. 

* Texas Expects More Than 200K Initial Doses Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* lowa To Launch New COVID-19 Scheduling Website Called “Vaccine Navigators.” 

* Massachusetts Governor Says Pooled Testing For COVID-19 is Path To “Next Normal.” 

* South Carolina DHEC, Home Health Agency Pariner To Deliver COVID-19 Vaccines To Homebound People 
Aged 65+. 

* DOJ Files Appeal Of Judge’s Ruling Declaring CDC Eviction Moratoriurn Unconstitutional. 

* Coloradans Aged 60 To 64, Those With Two Or More Chronic Health Conditions Will Be Eligible For COVID-19 
Vaccines March 5. 

* Michiganders Turn To Facebook To Find Heip With COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments. 

« Republicans Seek investigation into Michigan Governor's Handling Of COVID-19 Nursing Home Deaths. 

° Breakdown Of Expenses Shows How Connecticut Spent $2B On COVID-19 Pandemic. 

« Arkansas Governor Lifts Most COVID-19 Safety Restrictions. 

* New Mexico Governor Signs $200M Pandemic Relief Measure To Help Businesses. 

* Utah Cancels More Than 7,000 Vaccine Appointments After Registration Error. 

* San Francisco, San Mateo Counties Halt One Medical’s COVID-19 Vaccine Supply After It Inoculated Ineligible 
People. 

« Advocaies Worry Paperwork Issues Will Make it More Difficult For Californians With Disabilities To Access 
COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« SCOTUS Excuses California Churches From COVID-19 Restrictions. 

° UC Health Sysiern Says Blue Shield Sought “Expansive” Medical Data In Exchange For COVID-19 Vaccine 
Doses. 

* Disability Advocates Concerned Minnesota’s COVID-19 Vaccine Plan Does Not Include Certain High-Risk 
individuals. 
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° Pennsylvania Stil Unsure When it Will Move To Next Phase Of COVID-19 Vaccination Plan. 

« Maine Plans To Order 11,500 J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

° LA County Teachers, Some Essential Workers Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine On Monday. 

« Opinion: Maryland Governor Needs To Fix COVID-19 Vaccine inequities. 

° Maryland Legisiators Consider Bill Mandating State Inspections Afler Out-Of-State Owners Purchase Nursing 
Homes. 

« World’s Largest Meat Packer To Offer COVID-19 Vaccinations To 8,500 US Workers. 

* Experts Say Opening Windows Could Make Schools Safer During The COVID-19 Pandemic Allowing Them To 
Resume In-Person Classes. 

* Opinion: Scientific Community Will Never Agree On Whether Viruses Are Alive. 

«Families Of California Prisoners Say Officials Failed To Inform Them When Loved Ones Were Hospitalized For 
COVID-19. 

« Refusal By Younger Military Members To Take COVID-19 Vaccine Is Warning For Health Officials. 

° Advocates Say State, Federal Officials Waffle Over Vaccination Responsibility For ICE Detainees. 
«NYTimes: Even With New Vaccine Approval, Hurdles May Continue To Prevent Widespread Vaccination. 

* Perspective: Any Further Surge in COVID-19 Will Affect Care For Patients With Cancer. 

« Hospitals Warn Cyberattacks Are Affecting Their Operations, Hitting The Bottom Line. 

° Biden Administration Prepares To Launch Long-Sought Infrastructure Package. 

* House Passes Biden’s Rescue Plan Without GOP Support. 

* Opinion: Without More Aid, State And Local Governments Will Be Forced To Cinch Belts Tighter. 

* Report: US Hospitals Face Up To $122B In Lost Revenue From Pandemic. 

* Opinion: Democrats’ COVID-19 Relief Bill Would Mainly Subsidize Healthcare For The Rich. 

* Biden’s Stimulus Package Could Trigger Billlons In Cuts To Medicare, Other Programs: CBO. 

* 20 Nations Concerned About Uneven Distribution Of COVID-19 Vaccines Globally. 

e NYTimes: US Should Play International Role Boosting COVID-19 Vaccine Access In Low-Income Countries. 
«Indiana Health Officials Allowing Smokers On COVID-19 Vaccine Waitlists Over Teachers. 

* Biden Planning Virtual Meeting With Mexican President On Monday. 

« J&J To Ship First Batch Of COVID-19 Vaccine To States On Monday. 

° Remote Learning Allowing Some Black Students To Thrive. 

* Eurofins Announces Launch Of Prescription-Free At-Home COVID-19 PCR Test. 

* Single Dase Of Pfizer's COVID-19 Vaccine Provides Significant Protection For Those Who Have Recovered 
From COVID-19, Studies Suggest. 

* Sales Of Hemp-Derived Compound Are Booming In Several States Amid Questions Over Legality. 

* Florida Sees Flurry Of Marijuana Bills Proposed Ahead Of Legislative Session. 

* Scientists Say Early Signs Of Alzheimer’s Disease And Parkinson’s Disease May Be Visible In The Eyes. 

¢ Humanity’s Existence Threatened By Falling Sperm Counts Due To Chemical Exposures, Epidemiologist 
Contends In New Book. 

* Virginia Joins Small Number Of States Working To Modernize Laws Criminalizing HIV Exposure. 

« Georgia House Passes Bill That Requires Physicians, Dentists To Undergo Sexual Misconduct Training. 

* Cigna Agrees To Buy Telehealth Provider MDLive For Undisclosed Amount. 

« Bipartisan Bills To Reform Telehealth, Coordinate SDOH Gain Support In Congress. 
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* People Who Smoke Even Occasionally Are 27% More Likely To Suffer Certain Type Of Stroke Than 
Nonsmokers, Research Indicates. 

* Due To Lack Of Information, Dozens Of E-Cigaretie Users No Longer Able To Continue Participation In Juul 
Litigation, Court Rules. 

° Charleston County School District Files Suit Against Juul. 

« Boulder County Public Health Holding Virtual Meeting To Discuss Secondhand Smoke Protections. 

* E-Cigarettes Help Smokers Quit Traditional Cigarettes, Public Health England Study Suggests. 

* Opinion: Menthol Cigarettes Driving African-American Health Disparities. 

* Administration Does Not Have To Wait On Lawmakers To Make Buprenorphine Prescription Rule Changes 
Permanent, Report Says. 


Global Health News 

«UK To Test Children For COVID-19 As Part Of School Reopening Plan. 

* South Africa Agrees To J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Deal, Will Ease Restrictions. 

* Philippines Begins Administering Sinovac Vaccine. 

* EU Countries Struggling To Secure More COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

* Mexican State Eases COVID-19 Restrictions Ahead Of Spring Break. 

«Panama Agrees To Buy 2M Additional Doses Of Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* india Expands Vaccination Campaign To Elderly, Peopie With Medical Conditions. 

« Russian Scientists Say Sputnik V Vaccine Performs Well Against Coronavirus Mutations. 

* Experts Concerned About Pope Francis’ Visit To Iraq Amid COVID-19 Surge. 

« Germany Imposes Restrictions On Travelers Arriving From Border With Northeastern France. 

° Growing Concern About Pandemic’s Mental Health Impact On Children In Germany. 

«Israel Plans To Vaccinate Tens Of Thousands Of Palestinians. 

» Mexico’s COVID-19 Death Toll May Exceed 220,000. 

» Canada Approves AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* US Praises Tanzania For Acknowledging COVID-19 Resurgence. 

* Ivory Coast Becomes Second Country To Get COVID-19 Shots From COVAX Program. 

* England To Provide All Households With School Children Weekly COVID-19 Tests. 

¢ Australia Receives 300,000 Doses Of Astrazeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«More Than 20 Million People In UK Have Received First COVID-19 Vaccine Dose. 

* New Zealand Imposes Seven-Day Lockdown On Auckland. 

* Philippines Receives First Shipment Of Sinovac’s COVID-19 Vaccine From China. 

* Romania Ships First Donation Of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine To Moldova. 

« Several German States Call For Unused AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Be Given To Younger 
People. 

« Vietnam Plans To Buy 150M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

* Brasilia Governor Orders 24-Hour Lockdown Amid Surge In COVID-19 Cases. 

* South Korea Starts Reviewing Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 Vaccine For Approval. 

* Israel’s COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign Leads To Steep Drop-Off In Severe COVID-19 Cases. 
* Debate Grows On Whether Olympic Athletes Should Get Priority Access To COVID-19 Vaccines. 


GADB0000001361 


* COVID-19 Genomics UK Consortlum Has Become Global Model For Analyzing Pandemic Genomes. 

* Opinion: Brazil's COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Painfully Slow Despite Country’s Prior Disease Control Success. 
* British Airways Owner Calling For Digital Health Certificates For Passengers. 

« European Commission Backs Away From Claim Apple Working With WHO On Vaccine Passports. 

* Coronaviruses Identified In Southeast Asia, Japan Suggest Pandemic May Not Have Originated In China. 
« China Pledges 400,000 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Afghanistan. 

* Germany Coins Over 1,200 New Words To Describe Rules, Realities Of Pandemic. 

* UN Warns Over 16M People In Yemen Will Go Hungry This Year. 

* Chinese Scientists Find Milder, Highly Transmissible Strains Of African Swine Fever. 

* AstraZeneca Reaches Deal To Market Junshi Bio's Anti-PD-1 Cancer Drug In China. 

«Under WHO Recommendations, Vaping May Be Banned In UK. 


HHS in the News 

* GOP Senators Seek To Sink Becerra’s Nomination For HHS Secretary. 

* Progressive Groups Wondering Whether Biden’s Nominees Of Color Are Facing More Scrutiny Than Others. 
* Fact Check Concludes Becerra Sued The Feds Over A Contraceptive Mandate, And The Nuns Were Later 
Allowed To Join The Suit. 

« Variation In Prices Hospitals Negotiate With Insurers {s “Astounding.” 

° Columnist Calls Ted Cruz’s Criticism Of Becerra “Ridiculous.” 

« Op-Ed Says Opposition To Biden’s Nominees is Not Based On Sexism Or Racism. 

e Cruz Says Becerra Is Unqualified To Lead HHS Because He Is Not A Physician. 

« Biden Administration Forms Partnership With Businesses To Push For Safety Precautions, COVID-19 
Vaccinations. 

«US COVID-19 Hospitalizations, Cases, And Deaths Fall. 

° J&J Plans To Test COVID-19 Vaccine In infants, Pregnant Women. 

» Governors Lift COVID-19 Restrictions Despite Spike From Virus Variants. 

« Opinion: US Needs To Include Information From Agencies Like CIA To Spot Next Pandemic. 

* As Thousands Of Immigrant Children Flood Southern Border, Biden Comes Under Fire For Resumption Of 
Trump-Era Policies. 

* Attorneys Hopeful Biden Task Force Will Resolve Issues In Immigrant Family Separation Case. 

* Opinion: Stephen Miller Hypocritical In Accusing Biden Of Cruel Immigration Policy. 

e CDC Announces New Travel Restrictions For People Traveling To US From Countries Affected By Ebola 
Outbreak, 

° Rand Paul Faces Criticism Over Trans “Gender Mutilation” Comments During Levine’s Confirmation Hearing. 
« Columnist Says Rachel Levine’s Nomination Is “Historic” And “Necessary.” 

* Commentary Says Rand Paul's Comments During Levine’s Confirmation Hearing Reveal Misconceptions About 
Transgender Medicine. 

* Hospitals Increasingly Billing Medicare Inpatient Stays At Highest Level, OIG Report Warns. 

* CDC Advisory Panel To Mull Whether People Who Have Recovered From COVID-19 Require Only A Single 
Vaccine Dose. 

© CDC Scientist: US “Nowhere Close” To Herd immunity From COVID-19. 
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National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
° Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

e White House Defends Passage Of Relief Bill Without Republican Support. 

* Biden Revives Bipartisan White House Meetings. 

* Harris Lists Marshall Among Her Black Historical Influences. 

« Psaki Says President Supports “Independent Review” After Second Former Staffer Accuses Cuomo Of Sexual 
Harassment. 

« SCOTUS To Consider Federal Protections For Minority Voters. 

° Beshear Unconcerned About Disagreements Over Issues In Democratic Party. 

* Wealthy Wisconsin Resident Facing Uphill Battle For Senate Nomination. 

* Trump Adviser Pierson Eyes Bid For TX6 Vacancy. 

* Serve America Movement Stepping Up Activities. 

* Lawmakers Discuss Recall Effort Against Newsom. 

* Crist Considering Run For Florida Governor As A Democrat. 

«NYC Democratic Organizations Staying Quiet On Mayoral Race. 

« Trump Criticizes Biden Administration, Teases 2024 Bid As He Showcases Control Of GOP At CPAC. 
« Capehart Blasts Greene Speech Opposing Equality Act. 


eo, 


Collins Interviewed About J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 


CNN’s Situation Room = (2/26, 554K) aired an interview with NIH Director Francis Collins. Collins discussed the 


Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine, saying, “This is really good news for the world.” 


NIH Head Apologizes For Structural Racism In Biomedical Research. 


Bloomberg Law (2/26, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reporied in a paywalled article, “National 
institutes of Health Director Francis S. Callins apologized for structural racism that has sidelined Black and other 
disadvantaged scientists in biomedical research and vowed to make changes.” During an advisory panel meeting 
Friday, Collins said, “NIH has long supported such programs to improve the diversity of the workforce with a goal 
of harnessing the complete intellectual capital of the nation. But | want to say to you, quite frankly, those efforts 
have not been sufficient.” Collins added, “To those individuals in the biomedical research enterprise who have 
endured disadvantages due to structural racism, | am truly sorry.” 


U.S. Authorizes J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine, Making It Third Available. 


Reuters (2/27, Steenhuysen) reported the US FDA “on Saturday authorized Johnson & Johnson's single-dose 
COVID-19 vaccine, enabling millions more Americans to be vaccinated in the coming weeks and setting the 
vaccine up for additional approvals around the world.” The “vaccine is the third authorized in the United States, 
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following ones from Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna, both of which require iwo doses.” Acting FDA Commissioner 
Dr. Janet Woodcock said that the agency believes “people should take the vaccine they are able to access.” 

Additional Sources. The Washington Post (2/27, Ai, McGinley, Johnson, 10.52M) reported on its front 
page that it is “a singular scientific achievement thal few would have predicted a year ago” that health authorities 
have three effective vaccines. 

The New York Times (2/27, Weiland, LaFraniere, 20.6M) reported the authorization “arrived at a critical 
moment, as the steep decline in coronavirus cases seems to have plateaued and millions of Americans are on 
wailing lists for shots.” According to the arlicle, “Johnson & Johnson has pledged to provide” 100 million doses of 
its vaccine to the US “by the end of June,” and “when combined with the 600 million doses from the two-shot 
vaccines made by Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna slated to arrive by the end of July, there will be more than 
enough shots to cover any American adult who wants one.” However, “health officials are concerned that even 
with strong data to support it, sorne people may perceive Johnson & Johnson’s shot as an inferior option.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/27, Loftus, Burton, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported that in clinical trials, 
Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine was not as protective as the vaccines made by Pfizer or Moderna. 

USA Today (2/27, Weintraub, Culver, 12.7M) reported, “President Joe Biden in a staternent said Saturday's 
authorization means ‘there’s a light at the end of the tunnel’ but again stressed the importance of mitigation 
measures like hand washing and social distancing.” Former acting CDC Director Dr. Richard Besser “applauded 
the FDA’s decision, but cautioned against complacency.” According to the article, “An advisory committee to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will meet Sunday and Monday to discuss how the J&J vaccine 
should be used.” CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky “will then review the vaccine, and it should be ready for 
distribution early next week.” 

The AP (2/27, Neergaard, Perrone) reported NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins told the AP on Saturday, “This 
is really good news. ... The most important thing we can do right now Is to get as many shots in as many arms as 
we can.” J&J is currently “testing two doses of its vaccine in a separate large study.” According to the article, 
“Collins said ifa second dose eventually is deemed better, people who got one earlier would be offered another.” 

ABC News (2/28, Ebbs, Flaherty, 2.44M) reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “said...that the nation 
now has three ‘highly effective’ vaccines.” Fauci told reporters on Friday, “Importantly, each of them are very 
effective against severe disease and virtually all [of] them say that you look at the data and it’s clear that you get 
essentially no hospitalizations, or deaths. And this is very good news.” 

CBS News (2/28, Hayes, 5.39M) reporis former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb “said Americans 
should be ‘confident’ about taking the COVID-19 vaccine developed by Johnson & Johnson, with millions of 
doses set to join the fight against the coronavirus in the coming days.” During an interview on “Face the Nation,” 
Gottlieb said, “There is more and more evidence that these vaccines are preventing transmission of infection, 
which makes them an even more important public health foal. ... | think people should be confident about taking 
it. And it will be in the market this week.” 

Among other sources covering the story were CNN (2/27, Christensen, 89.21M}, NBC News (2/27, Miller, 
Edwards, 4.91M), CNBC (2/27, Lovelace, 7.34M), Fox Business (2/27, Ruiz, 3.06M), NPR (2/27, Hensley, 
3.69M), Forbes (2/27, Rosenbaum, 10.33M)}, Newsweek (2/27, Fink, 2.67M), Bloomberg Law (2/28, Griffin, 
Subscription Publication, 4), The Hill (2/27, Weixel, 5.69M)}, Politico (2/27, Owermohle, 6.73M), Axios (2/27, 
Chen, 1.26M), the Financial Times (2/27, Stacey, Subscription Publication, 1.48M), the HuffPost (2/27, Ruiz- 
Grossman, 363K), the Washington Examiner (2/27, Morrison, 888K}, the Washington Times (2/27, Howell, 
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626K), ihe New York Daily News (2/27, Goldiner, 2.51M), the New York Post (2/27, Klein, 7.45M), the Boston 
Herald (2/27, Cohan, 327K), the Daily Caller (2/27, Housman, 375K), FiercePharma (2/26, Sagonowsky, 12K}, 
Endpoints News (2/28, Carroll), BioPharma Dive (2/27, Pagliarulo), MedCity News (2/28, Viniuan), and STAT 
(2/27, Branswell, Cohrs, 262K). 


People Who’ve Had COVID-19 Might Only Need To Get Vaccinated Once, Studies Suggest. 


USA Today (2/27, Weintraub, 12.7M)} reported, “Six recent studies suggest that peaple who've already corne 
down with COVID-19 might not need to get a second vaccine dose.” Research examining the immune response 
shows “that while a first shot gives people who've recovered from COVID-19 a huge boost, the second shot 
makes little difference.” NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins wrote in his weekly blog, “While much more research is 
needed — and | am definitely not suggesting a change in the current recommendations right now — the results 
raise the possibility that one dose might be enough for someone who's been infected with SARS-CoV-2 and 
already generated antibodies against the virus.” 


There’s Good Covid-19 News, Including A Third Vaccine’s Approval. But Don’t Ease Up On 
Safety Measures, Fauci Warns. 


CNN (2/28, Vera, Yan, Maxouris, 89.21M} reports hospitalizations for people with COVID-19 are dropping, as are 
the number of cases and deaths. In spite of “that progress, Dr. Anthony Fauci warns some Americans are easing 
up on safety measures too soon — threatening the same posi-dip surges we suffered in 2020.” He said, “Just look 
historically at the...early spring of 2020 or the summer of 2020, when we staried to pull back prematurely. We 
saw the rebound.” The article mentions that NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins commented on the FDA’s approval 
of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine, saying, “To have a third vaccine that meets the expectations of an 
{emergency use authorization) for safety and effectiveness at preventing severe disease and death from COVID- 
19 brings us one step closer to protecting the American public, staying ahead of concerning viral variants, and 
finding our way out of the pandemic.” 


Spotlight On Coronavirus Vaccines Overshadows Furious Effort To Find New Treatments. 


The Orange County (CA) Register (2/28, 594K) reports the US FDA “has approved just one drug to treat COVID- 
19. and its effects are modest.” While the search for COVID-19 treatments has “suffered” from “the lack of laser- 
focus and high-level organization that propelled shots so swiftly into arms, developing therapeutics that can tame 
COVID-19 is vital io saving lives, researchers say.” In April, “the National Institutes of Health launched the 
Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines (ACTIV) initiative, a public-private partnership to 
speed development of the most promising treatments and vaccines.” The article adds, “The past year has, 
indeed, been traumatic, bul the chances of surviving COVID-19 have significantly improved since the dawn of 
the pandemic, wrote NIH Director Francis S. Collins in a recent blog post.” 


Everything Old Ils New Again: Repurposing Drugs To Treat Covid-19. 


CNN (2/27, Kane, Gupta, 89.21M) reported, “When Covid-19 became a pandemic last year, the race was on to 
find any treatment that could help against the novel virus that gravely sickened and even killed some, while 
leaving others completely unscathed.” Dr. David Faigenbaum, an immunologist at the University of Pennsylvania, 
said, “The advaniage of drug repurposing is that that drug is already approved. It’s already gone through the 
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reguiatory process to show thai il’s safe and effective for something. So if you can find additional uses for that 
drug, you already know there’s a good safety profile.” NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins “said that the government 
has thrown fis weight behind repurposed drugs.” He “said he worked with indusiry to set up a public-private 
partnership, called ACTIV: Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines.” 


Inside ‘Post-Covid’ Clinics: How Specialized Centers Are Trying To Treat Long-Haulers. 


NBC News (3/1, Edwards, 4.91M) “surveyed dozens of ‘post-Covid’ clinics across the country to find out how 
they're helping” those with Post-Acute Sequelae of SARS-CoV-2 infection (PASC) to recover. The 64 clinics 
surveyed “have seen nearly 10,000 patients — likely just a sliver of the true number of people affected by a 
condition only recently given a name by the National Institutes of Health.” According to the article, “NIH 
researchers hope to provide answers now that Congress has approved $1.15 billion to study long-term 
symptoms of Covid-19.” NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins said, “28 millon people in the United States have had 
Covid. ... even 1 percent of them have chronic, long-term consequences, that’s a whole lot of people. We need 
to find out everything we can about how to help them.” 


Fauci Touts Efficacy Of Three COVID-19 Vaccines, Says More J&J Doses Will Be Available 
By The End Of March. 


On CBS’ Face The Nation = (2/28, 78K}, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci was asked about the pace of 
production for Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine. Fauci said, “As soon as the EUA is essentially 
formalized when doses can come out, you'll see a few million dases, literally a handful. But by the end of March, 
there will be 20 million, and then a total of 100 million as we get probably to June, as we get half way through the 
year.” Asked if this vaccine is “inferior,” Fauci stated, “No — you can’t say that. We now have, Margaret, clearly 
three highly efficacious vaccines. They're highly efficacious in many ways, including preventing severe or critical 
disease. If you look at all three of them, they're really very good. ... So | think rather than parsing out subgroups 
here, let's look at the totality of this. We have a really good vaccine.” 

Additional Sources. CBS News (2/28, Quinn, 5.39M) reports during the interview, Fauci “warned...that 
Americans shouldn't get complacent about following mitigation measures to combat the spread of the 
coronavirus, as the number of new cases is leveling off despite more Americans receiving vaccines.” He said, 
“We don’t want to continue to prevent people from doing what they want to do. But let’s get down to a goad level. 
... Let's get many, many more people vaccinated. And then you could pull back on those types of public health 
measures. But right now, as we're going down and plateauing, is not the time to declare victory because we're 
not victorious yet.” 

Politico (2/28, Forgey, 6.73M) reporis Fauci also “said South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noern’s criticism of him at 
the Conservative Poiitical Action Conference was ‘not really helpful’ to the nation’s recovery from the coronavirus 
pandemic.” During “her CPAC address, Noem boasted that her administration focused on hospital capacity 
rather than Covid-19 case numbers. ‘| don’t know if you agree with me, but Dr. Fauci is wrong a lot.” Fauci 
added, “It is not really helpful. Because sometimes you think things are going well, and just take a look at the 
numbers. They don’ille. ... ’m sure that you can get a standing ovation by saying ?’'m wrong.” 

Newsweek (2/28, Czachor, 2.67M) also covers the story. 


Fauci Highlights Importance Of US Approval Of Third COVID-19 Vaccine. 
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On CNN’s State Of The Union = (2/28, 826K}, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said now thal the FDA has 
approved Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine, the US has “three important tools” against the virus. He 
added that “we have three big, big important fools now and we’re going to hopefully ulilize them as efficaciously 


as possible.” 

Additional Sources. CNN (2/28, Duster, 89.21M) reports that during the interview, Fauci “urged 
Americans to take any of the three ‘highly efficacious’ coronavirus vaccines now available to them and not delay 
getting one vaccine over another.” He said, “If | were not vaccinated now and | had a choice of getting a J&J 
vaccine now or waiting for another vaccine, | would take whatever vaccine would be available to me as quickly 
as possible for the simple reason of what | said a moment ago, we want to get as many people vaccinated as 
quickly and expeditiously as possible.” 

Fox News (2/28, Aitken, 23.99M) reports Fauci also mentioned that “the CDC is working on 
recommendations for individuals that have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccines, with some recent 
studies offering a promising measure to determine when states can relax overall restrictions.” He said, “The CDC 
will be coming out within the next few weeks, maybe even sooner, with some guidelines. ... But one of the things 
that | think is going to become clear is that if you have adults who are vaccinated — that are doubly vaccinated 
and protected ~ that you can do things we weren't talking about before.” He added, “You can have dinner in a 
home without masks on. You can have friends who are doubly vaccinated and protected together with you. ... So 
you can start doing things essentially in the horne setting where you are not out in the community.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are The Hill (2/28, Bowden, 5.69M}, Newsweek (2/28, 
Hearnow, 2.67M) and the New York Post (2/28, Salo, 7.45M). 


Fauci Discusses COVID-19 Restrictions, Vaccine Efficacy During Interview. 


On NBC's Meet The Press = (2/28, 3.16M), NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci discussed the fact that several 
states are lifting COVID-19 restrictions. Fauci said, “When you start io see a decline in number of cases, if you 


prematurely lift the restrictions, we have a few examples of the rebound back. Our baseline of daily infections 
now, even though it's way down from where it was...is down to around 70,000. That baseline is foo high, Chuck. 
Once you start pulling back, the thing you don’t want is to have a plateauing al a level so high that inevitably 
things are going to go back up. That’s the reason why ~ we understand the need and the desire, understandably, 
to want to pull back because things are going in the right direction.” However, it is “really too premature right now 
to be pulling back too much.” 

Adaftional Sources. NBC News (2/28, Kamisar, 4.91M) reports that during the interview, “Fauci 
said...this weekend's emergency approval of the Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vaccine now gives the nation 
three ‘highly efficacious vaccines’ on the market that provide significant protection from Covid-19, and urged 
Americans to take whichever is available io them when they become eligible.” He added that “he would take any 
of the three approved vaccines — from Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson — because all provide sirong 
protection from severe disease related to the coronavirus.” Fauci stated, “Ail three of them are really quite good, 
and people should take the one thai’s most available to them.” 

Reuters (2/28, Sullivan) reports that J&J’s “vaccine is expected io get final approval for widespread use on 
Sunday, and shipments are expected io begin Sunday or Monday.” Pfizer's and Moderna’s “vaccines showed 
higher efficacy rates in trials that used two doses versus J&J’s single-shot vaccine.” But “Fauci and other experts 
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say direct comparison is difficult because the trials had different goals and J&J’s was conducied while more 
contagious new variants of the virus were circulating.” 

CNBC (2/28, Higgins, 7.34M) reports Fauci also indicated “there are studies already underway studying 
vaccine safety for younger children.” He said, “lf you project realistically, when we will be able to get enough data 
to be able to say that elementary school children will be able fo be vaccinated, | would think that would be, at the 
earliest, the end of the year, and very likely the first quarter of 2022.” 

The Hill (2/28, Bowden, 5.69M)} reports Fauci added that “for the high school kids, it looks like sometime this 
fall. ... ?m not sure it's exactly be on the first day the school opens bui pretty close to that.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are Bloomberg (2/28, 3.57M), CNBC (2/28, Newburger, 
7.34M}, the Boston Herald (2/28, Sobey, 327K}, Axios (2/28, Ailassan, 1.26M), and the Washington Times (2/28, 
Sherfinski, 626K). 


Fauci Says People Should Stop Comparing COVID-19 Vaccines Because All Three Are Safe, 
Efficacious. 


On ABC’s This Week E (2/28, 1.96M)}, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci addressed concerns about Johnson & 
Johnson's COVID-19 vaccine not being as efficacious as Moderna’s and Pfizer's, saying, “We've got to get away 
from that chain of thought for the following reason. The only way you really know the difference between 
vaccines is by comparing them head to head. We have three highly efficacious vaccines that are safe and 
efficacious, that’s the bottom line, and the J&J, if you look at them particularly in things that we really care about, 
that are important, it's got greater than 85 percent efficacy after severe disease and critical disease, and there 
were no deaths or hospitalizations in any of the countries that were tested. Remember, they tested in the United 
States, in South Africa, and in South America. This is a good vaccine.” 

AddRienal Sources. The Hill (2/28, Choi, 5.69M) reports Fauci added, “I think we need to pull away from 
this comparing and parsing numbers until you compare them head-to-head. Just be really grateful that we have 
three really efficacious vaccines.” He also said, “The mosi important thing from a public health standpoint is to 
get as many people vaccinated as quickly as and as expeditiously as possible.” 

The New York Post (2/28, Salo, 7.45M) also covers the siory. 


Dr. Fauci Outlines What Schools Need For In-Person Teaching To Return. 


Newsweek (2/26, Dutton, 2.67M) reported that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “has ouilined the steps he 
believes schools need to take for in-person teaching to return.” He told Newsweek during an interview, “Teachers 
are high priority to get vaccinated as essential workers and schools need adequate infrastructure in place to be 
safe for staff and children. ... They need resources to be able to obviously get masks for all the children, to be 
able to upgrade the ventilation systems, to get the proper personal protective equipment.” 


SNL Dreams Up A Fauci-Hosted Game Show Where Contestants Vie For The Vaccine. 

The Washington Post (2/28, Andrews, 10.52M) reports Saturday's episode of “Saturday Night Live” featured a 
cold open in which “Dr. Anthony S. Fauci (Kate McKinnon) hosis a show tilled ‘So You Think You Can Get the 
Vaccine.” During the garne show, “contestants present arguments for why they should get the coronavirus 
vaccine.” 
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AddRional Sources. NBC News (2/28, Romero, 4.91M) reports that in the same episode, during the 
‘“Neekend Update” segment, “Michael Che celebrated the emergence of a new vaccine, from New Jersey-based 
Johnson & Johnson, that on Saturday achieved emergency use authorization from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.” 

Also reporting are the New York Times (2/28, ltzkoff, 20.6M), USA Today (2/27, Trepany, 12.7M)}, CNN 
(2/28, Pallotta, 89.27M), Fox News (2/28, Stimson, 23.99M), the Boston Globe (2/28, Larson, 1.04M), The Hill 
(2/28, Bowden, 5.69M}, Newsweek (2/28, Rahman, 2.67M), and the HuffPost (2/28, Papenfuss, 363K). 


Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Accuses Dr. Fauci, Without Evidence, Of Profiting From COVID 
Vaccines. 


Newsweek (2/28, Carbonara, 2.67M) reports Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has accused Dr. Anthony Fauci of abusing 
his positionas director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases to acquire half the patent rights 
to Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine, adding that he “will get royalties on it.” Fauci denied the accusation, saying itis 
“completely and totally incorrect. | don’t have any idea why he said that but | can fell you that it’s absolutely, 
unequivocally and completely incorrect.” 


Bill Maher Says Fauci Is ‘Always A Downer’. 


The Washington Examiner (2/27, Halaschak, 888K) reported, “Talk show host Bill Maher said he wishes there 
was more optimism going around now that COVID-19 is on the decline and vaccinations are rolling out.” The 
host of Real Time with Bil Maher on HBO “targeted Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, saying he is ‘always a downer.” 

Additional Sources. Fox News (2/27, Wulfsohn, 23.99M) reported Maher “cited the sharp decline in 
COVID cases and the encouraging developments with the vaccines, including the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
that appears to be imminently approved by the FDA in addition to Pfizer and Moderna.” 

The Washington Times (2/27, Blake, 626K) reported Maher “said during a panel discussion on the show 
that he believed ‘constant gloon’ about the coronavirus is counterproductive, joking that ‘it's always a new strain 
from Satan that’s coming.” 


Fauci Falls Silent Following New York Nursing Home Scandal After Repeatedly Praising 
Cuomo Response. 


The Washington Examiner (2/26, Colton, 888K) reported, “Dr. Anthony Fauci heaped praise on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo on mulliple occasions for his response to the coronavirus in the past year, yet has remained silent since 
it was revealed his office allegediy covered up thousands of nursing home deaths.” For instance, in March, Fauci 
told Vanity Fair, “New York has been hit particularly hard, and they've suffered greatly. They've responded, | 
think, in an extraordinarily powerful way.” 


J&J’s COVID-19 Shot Gets CDC Panel Backing; Vaccine Near Shipping. 


Reuters (2/28, O'Donnell) reports a US CDC “advisory panel voted unanimously on Sunday to recommend 
Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 shot for widespread use, and U.S. officials said initial shiprmenis would start on 
Sunday.” Following US FDA authorization, “the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted 12- 
0 to recommend the vaccine from J&J as appropriate for Americans 18 and older.” According to the article, 
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“State and local public health authorities will use [FDA] and CDC guidance as they administer the first 3.9 million 
doses, which will be shipped through distribution partner McKesson Corp.” 

Adedional Sources. Politico (2/28, Ehley, 6.73M) reports, “CDC Director Rochelle Walensky signed off 
on the recommendation shorily after the vote.” 


The Washington Post (2/28, Sun, 10.52M) reporis that Walensky called the vaccine “another milestone 
toward an end to the pandemic.” 

The CBS Weekend News = (2/28, 6:19 p.m. ET, story 3, Duncan, 8.27M) reported, “The race to vaccinate 
America is getting a big boost; a third vaccine approved this weekend is about to ship out.” Transportation 


Correspondent Errol Barnett reported from Louisville, Kentucky, where “a fleet of UPS aircraft [is] among those 
set to distribute this Johnson & Johnson vaccine nationwide. It is the IHeral shot in the arm the country needs to 
get as many people vaccinated as soon as possible.” 


ABC World News Tonight £ (2/28, 6:36 p.m. ET, story 2, Johnson, 2.71M) reported J&J is “expected to 
begin sending out nearly four million doses in just a matter of hours.” ABC added that the shipments will increase 
“the number of availabie doses this week by up to 26 percent.” 

NBC Nightly New = (2/28, 6:42 p.m. ET, story 1, Snow, 2.28M) reported NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
said all three authorized vaccines “are really quite good. If you go to a place and you have J&J and that's 


available now, | would take it. | personally would do the same thing.” 

Bloomberg (2/28, LaVito, Wingrove, 3.57M) reports the Biden Administration “will begin on Sunday to ship 
3.9 million doses that are already available, with the first deliveries arriving as early as Tuesday, according to 
senior administration officials who held 4 briefing call on condition on anonymity.” The doses “will be shipped 
through every distribution channel, including to states on a per-capita basis and directly to pharmacies and 
community health centers, the officials said.” 

CNBC (2/28, Feuer, 7.34M) reports CDC National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
Director Nancy Messonnier said on Friday, “! expect lots of considerations state health deparimenis are having 
around these vaccines is more about the ease of use of the J&J vaccine and how it might be better suited for 
some populations.” 

NPR (2/28, Greenfieldboyce, 3.69M) reports CDC’s Sara Oliver said, “The logistics of this particular vaccine 
may make it more acceptable to a wide variety of stakeholders. ... This is a single-dose vaccine with more 
convenient storage, and does not require dilution.” 


Reuters (2/28, Shalal, Harte) reports, “Senior Biden administration officials said on Sunday...they hoped to 
boost lagging vaccination rales among minorities.” The officials said measures are being prepared to boost low 
“vaccination rates among Black and brown Americans,” and “sought to assure minorities that the vaccines were 
safe.” 

The New York Post (2/28, Salo, 7.45M) reports J&J’s “vaccine could be shipped out to states as early as 
Monday — with more than 164,000 doses allocated for New York in the first round of deliveries.” New York “is on 
course to get 164,800 doses of the vaccine this week, according to the” CDC. 

The Washington Times (2/28, Howell, 626K) reports the J&J shot “will accelerate’ the vaccination 
“campaign by protecting against severe disease with a single dose.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are the Wall Street Journal (2/28, Loftus, Subscription 
Publication, 8.41M), USA Today (2/28, Groppe, 12.7M), NBC News (2/28, Edwards, 4.91M), CBS News (2/27, 
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McNamara, 5.39M), CNN (2/28, Christensen, $9.21M)}, a separate CNN (3/1, Maxouris, 89.21M) article, The Hill 
(2/28, Weixel, 5.69M), and the Daily Caller (2/28, Datoc, 375K). 


U.S. Health Officials Caution Governors Against Easing Restrictions, Warning That A 
Recent Plunge In Virus Cases ‘May Be Stalling.’ 


The New York Times (2/26, A1, Stolberg, 20.6M) reported “the federal government warned impatient governors 
against relaxing pandemic control measures on Friday, saying that a recent sleep drop in U.S. coronavirus cases 
and deaths ‘may be stalling’ and ‘potentially leveling off at stil a very high number’ — a worrisome development 
that comes as more cases of concerning new variants have been found and could suggest that a return to 
normaicy is not yet quite as near as many Americans had hoped.” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said ata 
White House briefing, “Things are tenuous. ... Now is not the time to relax restrictions.” Walensky’s “warning was 
bolstered by” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci, “as the Biden administration scrambled to stay ahead of any new 
wave.” 

Additional Sources. The Wall Street Journal (2/27, Abbott, Ansari, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) 
reported that although COVID-19 fatalities, cases, and hospitalizations dropped significantly in recent weeks, the 
US’ progress in battling COVID-19 is still fragile, according to public health experts. 

Bloomberg (2/26, Wingrove, Shah, 3.57M) reporied “states should maintain Covid-19 restrictions such as 
mask wearing and capacity limitations as case numbers halt their decline, the head of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention said Friday, citing the circulation of new variants and infection rates that remain 
alarmingly high.” Walensky “said the more contagious B.1.1.7 variant, first found in the U.K., now accounts for an 
estimated 10% of current U.S. cases, and that variants in California and New York also appear to spread more 
easily.” Meanwhile, Fauci said, “lf we plateau at 70,000, we are at that very precarious position that we were right 
before the fall surge, where anything that could perturb that could give us another surge.” 

Reuters (2/26, Mason, O'Donnell) reported “Walensky told reporters the number of cases had been 
increasing for the past three days compared to the prior week and that declines in hospitalizations and deaths 
were also ‘potentially leveling off at still a very high number.” Walensky said, “Cases, hospital admissions, and 
deaths all remain very high and the recent shift in the pandemic must be taken extremely seriously.” NIH is 
mentioned. 

ABC News (2/26, Flaherty, 2.44M) reported Fauci said a seven-day case average of 70,000 “is not there. 
Not even close. ... You've got to get way down in test positivity at the same time that you scale up the vaccine.” 
He “said he wants to see where the numbers go in the next week or so before advising people to loosen 
restrictions.” 

STAT (2/28, Facher, 262K) reporied CDC epidemiologist Adam MacNeil said, “We have to assume, in the 
absence of other information, that these variants probably could exist throughout the entire U.S.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story were NBC News (2/26, Ingram, 4.91M), CNBC (2/26, 
Higgins-Dunn, 7.34M), Fox News (2/26, Hein, 23.99M), the Boston Globe (2/26, Prignano, 1.04M), Forbes (2/26, 
Durkee, 10.33M), The Hill (2/26, Sullivan, 5.69M), NPR (2/26, Treisman, 3.69M), US News & World Report (2/26, 
Smith-Schoenwaider, 1.91M), the New York Post (2/26, Musumeci, 7.45M), and the Washington Times (2/26, 
Howell, 626K). 


Biden Says He’s Launching Campaign on Vaccine Safety, Efficacy. 
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Bloomberg (2/26, Parker, Wingrove, 3.57M) reported thal on Friday, during a visit to Houston, Texas, President 
Biden “said his administration would undertake a major effort to reassure Americans of the safety and 
effectiveness of coronavirus vaccines, in order to overcome reticence among some people to take the shots that 
could end the pandemic.” He stated, “We're going to launch a massive campaign to educate people about the 
vaccines. ... That they are safe and effective and they can go and get those vaccines and be good.” About 25% 
“of Americans say they won't take a dose of the coronavirus vaccines, and there is a partisan divide on the issue 
~- much as around public health quidance to wear masks and take other precautions against infection.” The 
article mentioned NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

Adaftional Source. Axios (2/26, Knutson, 1.26M) reported that Biden also said “it’s not the time to relax’ 
coronavirus mitigation efforts and warned that the number of cases and hospitalizations could rise again as new 
variants of the virus emerge.” The President was echoing “CDC director Rochelle Walensky, who said earlier on 
Friday that while the U.S. has seen a recent drop in cases and hospitalizations, ‘these declines follow the highest 
peak we have experienced in the pandemic.” 


Federal Scientists Plead For Pandemic Controls As Infection Declines Stall. 


In a front-page article, the New York Times (2/26, A1, Stolberg, 20.6M) reported that on Friday, NIAID Director 
Dr. Anthony Fauci and CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky warned against lifting COVID-19 restrictions, 
“saying that a recent steep drop in coronavirus cases and deaths in the United States may be leveling off ata 
very high nurnber ~ a shift that the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said ‘must be 
taken extremely seriously.” Their pleas “came as the Biden administration scrambled to stay ahead of a possible 
fourth surge of infections and the spread of worrisome variants, which officials say account for a rising 
percentage of cases in the country.” Along with Andy Slavitt, a senior health adviser for the Biden Administration, 
these officials “made clear that vaccination, and doubling down on public health measures that stem the spread 
of the virus, like wearing masks and social distancing, were the only path oui of the pandemic.” 


New Fears Of Next Coronavirus Wave As Case Declines Slow And Variants Grow. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/27, Lin, 3.37M) reported US authorities “are expressing worry that the decline in daily 
new coronavirus cases nationwide is starting to flatten as one of the variants, from the U.K., is on the rise.” 
Officials “warned states against relaxing COVID-19 restrictions, saying the nation remains at a precarious point 
that could tip into a fourth surge before more people get vaccinated.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said on 
Friday, “We are at that very precarious position that we were right before the fall surge — where anything that 
could perturb that could give us another surge.” The mast recent figures show declines in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations “may be stalling, potentially leveling off at still a very high number,” CDC Director Rochelle 
Walensky said. 


Scientists Get Serious About Mixing And Matching COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/27, Healy, 3.37M) reported, “Two vaccines are currently being rolled out across the 
United States,” but “making sure people get the right vaccine at the right time has turned out to be a greater 
logistical challenge than initially expected.” UK health officials proposed delaying “second doses for up to 12 
weeks so thal more people could get at least some protection,” and the government later “acknowledged that in 
exceptional circumstances, mismatched doses may be given to people who arrive for their second dose and 
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discover that the vaccine they originally had is not availabie.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said that he didn’t 
“think you mix and match without results showing it’s very effective and safe.” However, “this month, a team of 
vaccinologists from Oxford University began recruiting 800 or so people age 50 or older for a complex study to 
see whether vaccine switching could actually work.” 


South Dakota Governor Defends State’s COVID-19 Response. 


The Hill (2/27, Castronuovo, 5.69M) reported, “South Dakota Gav. Kristi Noem (R) in her address at the 
Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) on Saturday touted her state’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, while criticizing other state leaders for resorting to restrictive measures to combat the virus.” 

Additional Sources. According to Fox News (2/27, Creitz, 23.99M), Noem “ripped New York Gov. 
Cuomo as an ironic media darling and [NIAID Director] Dr. Anthony Fauci as being chronically proven wrong in 
his prescriptions and predictions.” She also said Fauci “routinely offered flawed guidance and predictions.” 

The Washington Post (2/28, Kornfield, 10.52M) reports, “On Sunday, Fauci said on CBS’s ‘Face the Nation’ 
that Noem's remarks were ‘unforiunate’ and ‘not very helpful, especially while more contagious variants are 
proliferating in the United States and the nation is ramping up a massive vaccination effort.” 

Other outlets covering the story include Vox (2/28, Rupar, 1.88M), Politico (2/27, Leonard, 6.73M) and the 
Washington Examiner (2/27, Miller, 888K). 


Countries Call On Drug Companies To Share Vaccine Know-How. 


The AP (3/1, Hinnant)} reports on three factories that it “found on three continents whose owners say they could 
start producing hundreds of milllons of COVID-19 vaccines on short notice if only they had the blueprints and 
technical know-how. But that knowledge belongs to” Pfizer, Moderna, and AstraZeneca, and these “factories are 
all still awaiting responses.” Governments and aid groups across Africa and Southeast Asia, “as well as the 
WHO, are calling on pharmaceutical companies to share their patent information more broadly to meet a 
yawning global shortfall.” The pharmaceutical companies “say they are negotiating contracts and exclusive 
licensing deals with producers on a case-by-case basis because they need to protect their intellectual properly 
and ensure safely,” but critics argue that “this plecemeal approach is just too siow at a time of urgent need to 
stop the virus before it mutates into even deadlier forms.” The article quotes NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Mutant Coronavirus Variants Are A Growing Threat. Vaccinations, Mask Wearing Are 
Essential. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/26, Lin, Healy, 3.37M) reported that “while emerging coronavirus varianis remain a 
threat, health experis said they are hopeful that rising vaccination raies and continued wearing of masks can 
blunt the potential for a new wave.” There are “concerns about whether the immunity offered by vaccines will be 
less effective against some coronavirus variants, including the strain first identified in South Africa, B.1.351, and 
the homegrown California strain, B.1.427/8.1.429." Vaccine manufacturers “have begun working on booster 
shots that would be a better match for the new variants.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said the rise of the 
varianis made it all the more essential that people get vaccinated as soon as they can.” 


How This Summer Could Bring The Pandemic Relief We’re Longing For. 
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The Washington Post (2/26, A1, Wan, 10.52M) reported on its front page that “there is a good chance that by 
summer, American Ife will look and feel very different.” A number of “aspects of life will be reminiscent of a time 
before the coronavirus ~ as long as vaccinations continue fo increase and Americans stay careful during the 
spring, when more highly transmissible variants could prolferate and lead fo an increase in cases, according to 
interviews with more than a dozen epidemiologisis, modelers and virologisis.” One reason for optimism is that 
“cases, hospitalizations and deaths have fallen steeply the past few weeks in the United States and worldwide.” 
NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “predicted [last] month that all American adults will probably be eligible to receive a 
vaccine by late May or early June.” 


Texas Proved Groupthink Can Kill People. The Covid Vaccine Proves Diversity Saves 
People. 


Ina piece for Forbes (2/27, 10.33M), contributor Joan Michelson wrote about “groupthink” and Its relationship to 


the recent electric crisis in Teas. Michelson said that COVID-19 vaccines “are the product of innovative thinking, 
with allegiance only to facts and science.” According to Michelson, “At least three of the primary innovators 
responsible for developing these life-saving vaccines are women,” including Dr. Kizzmekia Corbitt, “the key 
scientist al the National Institutes of Health (NIH) on the vaccine.” Michelson added that in December, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci mentioned Corbitt’s work when discussing the Moderna vaccine. 


Tucker Carlson: Americans Have Been Lied To By COVID Response Leaders. 


Tucker Carlson wrote in a commentary for Fox News (2/26, 23.99M)}, “Our public health experts are scrambling 
to avoid humiliation...and there is a lot of it waiting for them. If that means isolating the most vulnerable members 
of our society even more than they have already been isolated, then that is the cost. It is collateral damage. It’s a 
price they're willing to pay because they don’t pay it.” Carlson went on to criticize NIAID Director Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo (DB). 


America Is Getting Closer To Normalcy — It’s Absurd To Paint It Any Other Way. 


The New York Post (2/27, 7.45M) wrote in an editorial that new COVID-19 cases in the US “are a quarter what 
they were six weeks ago, with the daily numbers dropping 15 percent to 25 percent a week. It’s time for the 
country to start moving rapidly to normalcy — restoring jobs and restoring lives. Caution is still in order, but only 
that.” The President's chief medical adviser, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, “says the worst of the pandemic 
‘might be’ behind us,” but “he’s also telling Americans they'll need to wear masks (maybe two at a time) at least 
through 2022 ~ even if they get vaccinated.” The Post said, “This is absurd: Our leaders should be nonstop 
pushing reluctant Americans to get jabbed so we can ail get on with our lives.” 


Kamala Harris Is Facing The Consequences Of Her Dangerous Anti-Vaccine Rhetoric. 


in an editorial, the Washington Examiner (2/28, 888K) says, “For months, health experts warned that distributing 
the coronavirus vaccines would be the easier part of the immunization process. The hard part would come later, 
when millions of people on the fence would need to be convinced to get a vaccine.” However, numerous 
Democrats disregarded “this warning when the vaccines were in clinical trials because they were on track to be 
approved by the ‘wrong’ administration.” The Examiner adds that Vice President Harris “shares a large part of 
the blame. She openly questioned whether people should trust the vaccine during the 2020 presidential 
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campaign, suggesting that the only reason the Trump administration would roll out the vaccines so quickly was 
because former President Donald Trump wanted to win reelection.” The Examiner concludes by saying Harris 
“thought she could get away with playing politics with public health. Now, the whole couniry will suffer for it.” 
NIAID Director Anthony Fauci is mentioned. 


COVID Vaccines Save Lives. Get One Even If Your Own Life Isn’t Back To Normal 
Overnight. 


Dr. Thomas K. Lew writes in an opinion in USA Today (3/1, 12.7M) that he has seen many posis attempting “to 
poke holes in the logic of COVID-19 vaccines “with innocuous sounding questions: After the shot, can you still 
get COVID-19? Can you still pass the virus? Do yau siill need to wear a mask and socially distance?” He argues 
that it would be “faulty reasoning” to not get the vaccine based on ithe answers to these questions, “especially 
now that the Food and Drug Administration has authorized the Johnson & Johnson one-shot vaccine.” 
Furthermore, he adds, “With all the impressive effectiveness data, Dr. Anthony Fauci recently said it is safe for 
vaccinated individuals to meet for dinner ~ and that he intends to invite his daughter over and give her a big hug 
when she’s fully vaccinated.” 


Fauci Says He ‘Would Have No Hesitancy Whatsoever’ Taking The Newly Authorized 
Johnson & Johnson Vaccine. 


Yelena Dzhanova writes for Business Insider (2/28, 2.74M) that on Sunday, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 

“said he trusts the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, the latest to get authorized for emergency use by the Food and 

Drug Administration.” He stated, “I think people need to get vaccinated as quickly and as expeditiously as 

possible. And if |] would go to a place where they had J&J, | would have no hesitancy whatsoever to take it.” 
AdgdRional Source. Mother Jones (2/28, 889K) also covers the story. 


It’s ‘Too Premature’ To Relax COVID-19 Restrictions Because It Could Lead To A ‘Rebound’ 
Of Cases, Fauci Says. 
Connor Perrett writes for Business Insider (2/28, 2.74M) that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “warned Sunday 
that ‘H's really too premature’ to relax efforis io mitigate the spread of COVID-19." He said, “We've been in this 
situation before. ... When you start to see a decline in the number of cases, if you prematurely lift the restrictions, 
we have a few examples of the rebound back.” 

Additional Source. Talking Points Memo (2/28, 77K) also covers the story. 


FDA Grants Emergency Authorization For Johnson & Johnson’s One-Shot COVID Vaccine. 


Daniel Politi writes for Slate (2/28, 653K) that on Friday, the FDA granted emergency authorization for a third 
COVID-19 vaccine, giving “the all-clear for Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine for emergency use. This vaccine 
stands apart from the others because itis the first that has been authorized that requires only one shot.” The 
piece mentions Acting FDA Commissioner Dr. Janet Woodcock and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


The Bidens Announce Initiatives On Health Inequity And DARPA-Like Research For Cancer. 


Cancer Letter (2/26, Ong) reported, “On a visit to Virginia Commonwealth University Massey Cancer Center Feb. 
24, first lady Jill Biden issued an unprecedenied presidential call to action on reducing health inequities — 


GADB0000001361 


specifically, cancer disparities — in demonstration of the White House’s effort to reach and engage underserved 
communities.” In addition, “NCI Director Ned Sharpless also spoke at the Richmond event.” According to Cancer 
Letter, “I's unclear whether [Dr. Eric] Lander’s new, powerful role as Biden's top science advisor and cabinet 
member impacts NCi,” and “it’s also uncertain how the NIH research portfolio may be affected.” 


NCI Study Finds That People With SARS-CoV-2 Antibodies May Have A Low Risk Of Future 
Infection. 


Cancer Letter (2/26) reported, “An NCI study demonstrated that people who have had evidence of a prior 
infection with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, appear to be well protected against being 
reinfected with the virus, at least for a few months.” The findings were published in JAMA Internal Medicine. 
Study coauthor and NCi Director Ned Sharpless said, “We hope that these results, in combination with those of 
other studies, will inform future public health efforts and help in setting policy.” 


New Miniseries: 50 Years Of The National Cancer Act. 


GovernmentClO (2/26) reported, “HealthCast dives into the history and progress of legislation that kicked off 
decades of cancer care research and innovation.” HealthCast has a “special six-episode series with the National 
Cancer Institute to honor the 50th anniversary of the National Cancer Act.” The “introductory episode includes an 
overview of the legislation’s impact from NCI Director Dr. Ned Sharpless. “ 


Pandemic Pushed National Cancer Institute To Commercial Software For Telemedicine, ClO 
Says. 


FedScoop (2/26, Mitchell} reported, “Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the National Cancer Institute relied on 
‘expensive and not user-friendly’ custom systems for its telemedicine.” However, “as the need to see patients 
remotely grew over the past year, the institute turned fo commercial software that could more easily support ifs 
scaling needs, ClO Jeff Shilling said.” 


FDA Concussion Test Approval Signals Broad Advances In The Field. 


Medical Device and Diagnostic Industry (2/26, Goth, 147K) reported, “The U.S. FDA’s January approval of 
Abbott's hand-held blood plasma test for mild traumatic brain injury is ‘an important first step’ In enabling quick 
quantified analysis of suspected concussions without waiting for imaging to be done and read ~ and also a vital 
exemplar of a public/private research and development TBI ecosystem that has matured and coalesced in the 
past decade.” Jessica Gill, Ph.D., acting scientific director of the National institutes of Health’s National Institute 
of Nursing Research, “and her colleagues in the research community are now focusing on when certain proteins 
are present, and at what levels, at different points after a suspected TBI.” 


Giorgio Trinchieri, MD, On Fecal Microbiota Transplant To Promote Immunotherapy 
Response. 


Cancer Network (2/26) reporied, “A new study suggesis that for patients with cancers that do not respond to 

immunotherapy, adjusting the composition of microorganisms in the intestines, or the gut microbiome, through 
the use of a fecal transplant may help induce responses.” To speak about the study results, “CancerNetwork® 
was joined by Giorgio Trinchieri, MD, chief of the Laboratory of Integrative Cancer immunology in the National 
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Cancer Institute’s Center for Cancer Research.” Trinchieri explained, “A fecal microbiota transplant is a 
procedure used quite often in medicine for certain infectious disease, and lis basically a transfer of fecal 
preparation from a healthy individual, or in our case with cancer, a patient who has survived treatment.” 


In Black Adults, Lifetime Discrimination Associated With Increased Risk For Incident 
Hypertension, Research Indicates. 


Healio (2/26, Burba, 40K) reporied, “Lifetime discrimination was associated with elevated risk for incident 
hypertension in Black adults, according to findings published in the Journal of the American Heart Association.” 
Researchers, including “Alana T. Forde, PhD, MPH, Stadtman Tenure-Track Investigator and NIH Distinguished 
Scholar in the division of intramural research of the NiH’s National Institute on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities,” wrote, “Despite the variation in reporting of discrimination across race/ethnicity in the United States, 
with Black, Hispanic and Asian participants reporting more discrimination than their white counterparts, studies of 
the relation between discrimination and hypertension development in multiethnic samples residing in the United 
States remain scarce.” 


Antiviral Drugs On Shelf Get Faster Covid Testing Under NIH Plan. 


Bloomberg Law (2/26, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reporied in a paywalled article, “Drug researchers 
will soon be able to screen tens of thousands of existing compounds from multiple drug Hbraries to see how well 
they work against Covid-19 under an NIH tool in development.” This week, NIH “issued a contract to test existing 
antivirals against the SARS-CoV-2 virus in a high-level biocontainment laboratory.” According to Bloomberg Law, 
“The National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS)}, the NIH unit that solicited the coniract, is 
charged with delivering effective treatments to patients quickly.” 


Intermittent Fasting And Why When You Eat Makes A Difference. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Bubnoff, 10.52M) reported, “Although the research is still mixed, the timing of eating 
seems to matter for body weight and health.” In fact, some “studies suggest significant potential benefits from 
fasting every other day or so ~ or, on a daily basis, eating only when we would normally be awake, within a 
window of 12 hours or fewer — 4a practice known as time-restricted eating.” According to the Post, “One of the first 
hints that pauses in eating might be healthy carne from a 2003 mouse study led by neuroscientist Mark Mattson, 
at that time at the National Institute on Aging.” 


Kunle Odunsi: 50 Years From Now Disparities — And Metastatic Disease — Will Be Gone. 


Cancer Letter (2/26) reported, “On Monday, March 1, Adekunle ‘Kunle’ Odunsi will become the director of the 
University of Chicago Comprehensive Cancer Center — and the second Black director of an NCI-designated 
cancer center.” Robert Winn, a guest editor for the Cancer Letter and “director of VCU Massey Cancer Center, 
spoke with Odunsi.” Odunsi said, “Importanily, lei’s again extend the discussion to the issue of diversity, 50 years 
from now, just like Rev. Martin Luther King said in the famous, ‘l have a dream’ speech, | would also like to say 
that | have a dream, that 50 years from now disparities in health care would have disappeared.” 


Thermo Fisher Completes $450M Acquisition Of San Diego COVID Test Maker Mesa 
Biotech. 
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The San Diego Union-Tribune (2/27, Freeman, 587i) reporied that Mesa Biotech, “a privaiely held San Diego 
company that developed one of the first rapid COVID-19 diagnostic tests to get regulatory approval, has been 
acquired by life sciences giant Thermo Fisher Scientific for $450 million in cash.” In March, Mesa “received 
emergency use authorization from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for its Accula molecular COVID-19 test 
sysiem.” The company’s “patented technology, developed at Los Alarnos National Lab with the help of National 
Institutes of Health grants, is specifically designed for use outside the centralized labs.” 


Hate Crimes Against Asian Americans Are On The Rise. Here’s What Activists, Lawmakers 
And Police Are Doing To Stop The Violence. 


USA Today (2/27, Abdollah, Hughes, 12.7M) reporied, “Asian Americans across the United States are reporting 
@ significant increase in hate crimes, harassment and discrimination tied to the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.” Over “a year after these attacks began, the pandemic has galvanized Asian Americans, many of 
whom have long fell invisible, to speak out about the hatred and racism being directed their way.” According to 
USA Today, “Pacific Islanders rank third in terms of coronavirus deaths, behind Native Americans and Black 
Americans.” USA Today added “that according to one of the few existing research reports on anti-Asian hate 
published this January in the U.S. National Library of Medicine, Asian Americans have a relatively higher chance 
than Blacks or Latinos to experience hate crimes perpetrated by non-white offenders.” 


Batty Funding For The Coronavirus: China Should Get No More U.S. Dollars For Dangerous 
Research. 


The Washington Times (2/28, 626K) editorializes that “U.S. tax dollars helped fund bat virology in China which 
likely unleashed the deadly coronavirus pandemic,” and warns that “money for the risky research could flow 
again” because China’s Wuhan institute of Virology is eligible for US funding through January 2024, according to 
the National Institutes of Health. The lab’s “research was funded by a $600,000 grant from EcoHeailth Alliance, a 
U.S. nonprofit organization, which reportedly has received $3.7 million in federal money since 2014.” The Times 
concludes, “the possibility that the funding could resume is more disturbing still. President Biden must make 
certain that doesn’t happen.” 


A Look At The Future Of Targeted Therapy. 


Ina piece for Future of Personal Health (2/253, Timothy Cannon, M.D., Director, Molecular Tumor Board 
Program, Co-Director, Gastroiniestinal Cancer Program, Inova Schar Cancer Institute, wrote, “During my medical 
training 15 years ago, the oncology paradigm was a one-size-fits-all approach for cancer.” Cannon added, “To 
test precision medicines, ihe clinical irlal system needed to be modernized; the one-trial-for-one-drug-in-one- 
disease model was inadequate.” According to Cannon, “The American Society of Clinical Oncology and the 
National Cancer Institute (NCI) have taken the lead with large trials (TAPUR and NCI-Match) that have enroiled 
thousands of cancer patients within the pasi five years.” 


Regenstrief To Implement COVID-19 Dataset Codes With ONC Funds. 


EHR Intelligence (2/26, Jason) reported, “Regensirief institute announced it would develop and add COVID-19 
standardized codes to the Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes (LOINC) dataset to enhance 
mapping services and upgrade health IT infrastructure.” After they received “roughly $2 million in funding from 
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the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) and the National Library of 
Medicine (NLM), health IT professionals at Regenstrief said they intend to boost LOINC standards adoption to 
increase interoperability between public health organizations and health systems.” Since the coronavirus started 
“to spread in early 2020, leaders at LOINC worked with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC} 
and public health labs to create codes to collect and share COVID-19 testing resulis.” 


Mealth & Medical News 


US Opening Mass COVID-19 Vaccine Sites, But These Fail To Account For People In 
Remote Areas, Vaccine Skeptics. 


The New York Times (2/28, Goodnough, Capozziello, 20.6M) reports that as the US’ coronavirus vaccine supply 
is “expected to swell over the nexi few months, states and cities are rushing to open mass vaccination sites 
capable of injecting thousands of shots a day into the arms of Americans, an approach the Biden administration 
has seized on as crucial for reaching herd immunity in a nation of 330 million.” Yet, “while the sites are 
accelerating vaccination to help meet the current overwhelming demand, there are clear signs they won't be able 
to address a different challenge lying ahead: the many Americans who are more difficult to reach and who may 
be reluctant to get the shots.” 


Demand For COVID-19 Testing In The US Plunges, Raising Some Concern. 


The AP (2/27, Perrone) reported that only “five weeks ago, Los Angeles County was conducting more than 
350,000 weekly coronavirus tests, including at a massive drive-thru site at Dodger Stadium, as health workers 
raced to contain the worst COVID-19 hotspot in the U.S.” At present, however, “county officials say testing has 
nearly collapsed. More than 180 government-supported sites are operating at only a third of their capacity.” Many 
parts of ihe US “are seeing plummeting demand, shuttering testing sites or even trying to return supplies.” Some 
experts contend it is crucial to maintain a high level of testing, especially given the growing number of variants, 
but others say the fact that most testing in the US failed to produce instant results made the process less useful. 


Some States Have Not Given People With Underlying Conditions Priority For COVID-19 
Vaccines, Leaving Many In Limbo. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Sun, Stanley-Becker, 10.52M) reporied that some “81 million adults have conditions 
that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention identifies as posing an increased risk for severe covid-19, 
the iliness caused by the coronavirus.” The agency has “designated thai group a vaccination priority — after 
health-care workers, nursing home residents and staff, older adults and some front-line essential workers.” 
However, “those recommendations have plainly become unworkable, as states veer from federal guidelines and 
chart their own paths, offen in seemingly random ways. The result: Access to a shot can depend on what side of 
a state line you live on.” 


Biden Touts New Weekend Vaccination Record. 


Axios (2/28, Rummier, 1.26M) reports that in a new weekend record for daily COVID vaccinations, “just over 2.4 
milion coronavirus vaccinations were reported to the CDC on Sunday, matching Saturday’s record-high for 
inoculations as seen in Bloomberg’s vaccine tracker.” President Biden on Sunday tweeted, “The more people 
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that get vaccinated, the faster we will beat this pandemic. That’s why one of my first goals is to administer 100 
million COVID-19 vaccine shois in our first 100 days. I’m proud to say we're over hallway to our goal and weeks 
ahead of schedule.” 


Biden Administration Purchases 100,000 Doses Of Lilly’s Antibody Treatment For COVID- 
19. 

The Hill (2/26, Weixel, 5.69M) reported that on Friday, the Biden Administration said it had reached a deal “to 
purchase 100,000 doses of Ell Lilly’s monoclonal antibody cockiail that was recently authorized by the Food anc 
Drug Administration.” This “move will increase the available supply of one of the few proven treatments for 
people with COVID-19. The antibody drugs are authorized for use in patients who are at high risk of becorning 
seriously fll bui are not yet hospitalized.” 


Expert Says Approval Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Will Not Significantly Alter Available 
Number Of Doses Immediately. 
On CNN Newsroom = 


Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota, said the approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID- 


(2/26, 868K), Michael Osterholm, epidemiologist and director of the Center for Infectious 


19 vaccine candidate would “surely add to the vaccine availability, but unfortunately, the amount that’s going to 
be provided in the next few weeks is just a start. We clearly need much, much more vaccine than we have right 
now, particularly as we're going into this possible surge with the B.1.1.7 or UK variant which very well could 
cause a surge of cases in the next four to 12 weeks. So, it’s a good thing. We welcome it.” 


Some Native American Tribes Still In “Legal Limbo” With Respect To COVID-19 Relief 
Funding From Feds. 


The AP (2/26, Fonseca) reported that almost “a year after Congress passed a coronavirus relief bill, some Native 
American tribes remain in legal limbo over what’s been distributed.” This “issue didn’t become any clearer for 
three tribes that argued during a federal court hearing this week that they were shortchanged under the formula 
used to dole out a portion of the $8 billion set aside for tribes.” The article said, “The Shawnee Tribe in Oklahoma 
and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians in Florida were among those given the minimum $100,000 because U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development data showed they had a population of zero.” 

in a separate article, the AP (2/27, Fernando) reported that in contrast to “federally recognized tribes, the 
Chinook Nation doesn't have a political relationship with the United States, which would make it eligible for 
federal coronavirus relief funding for state, local and iribal governments.” The piece added, “Hundreds of irlbes 
lack the designation, which they say leaves them struggling to help their members and less equipped to cormnbat 
a pandemic that’s disproportionately affected Native Americans and other people of color.” 


CDC, Other Federal Agencies Push Back Against GAO Probe Of COVID-19 Data Collection. 


Politico (2/26, Banco, 6.73M) reports, “An ongoing Government Accountability Office probe of the federal 
government's disparate and confusing methods of collecting, analyzing and publishing vital Covid-19 data is 
already drawing pushback from health agencies.” The article said the GAO will probably “recommend that the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other major health agencies centralize their efforts to track the 
virus and its impact on Americans, according to three senior Biden officials with knowledge of the waichdog’s 
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review.” These data guide policymaking and help “federal agencies track how the pandemic is affecting statistics 
like life expectancy, whether vaccines are working and are being distributed equitably, and how new varianis are 
spreading throughout the country.” 


Slavitt Says Almost 50% Of Americans Aged 65+ Have Received First Dose Of COVID-19 
Vaccine. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/26, Siddiqui, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported that almost 50% of Americans 
aged 65 and older have received their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, according to White House senior 
adviser Andy Siavitt. 

Forbes (2/25, Durkee, 10.33M) reported that the United States “has doubled its pace of vaccinations since 
President Joe Biden took office, White House Covid-19 response team advisor Andy Slavilt said at a briefing 
Friday, and delivered more than 50 million shots in 37 days, which was ahead of the Biden administration’s 
target.” About 50% “of Americans over age 65 have now gotten at least one shot,” as have “nearly 60% of those 
over 75, the White House advisor said, up from only 8% of Americans over 65 and 14% of over-75s who had 
been vaccinated six weeks ago.” 

The New York Post (2/28, Musumeci, 7.45M) also covered the story. 


Surge In COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Could Help To Address “Persistent Racial Disparity.” 


Bloomberg (2/27, Wingrove, 3.57M) reported, “The Biden administration is struggling to address a persistent 
racial disparity in the U.S. coronavirus vaccination campaign that has seen White Americans receive a 
disproportionate share of shois, even in places that have large minority populations.” A haphazard “approach in 
states to both administering vaccines and reporting data on who is inoculated has left the federal government 
with significant blind spots and only partial control over who gets a shot.” The article said the Administration’s 
new move to ship some vaccines directly to pharmacies and cornmunity health centers, as well as an expected 
surge in vaccine supply, could help to address this disparity. 


Senate Dems Want CDC To Track The Race And Ethnicity Of Those Who Have Received 
COVID-19 Vaccines. 


HuffPost (2/26, Ruiz, 363K) reported that Democrats in Congress want “the Biden administration to release data 
on the race and ethnicity of people who have received a COVID-19 vaccine to ensure equitable distribution.” On 
Thursday, 10 senators wrote to the CDC, saying that if is “critical” for federal databases to “track ‘robust 
demographic information to ensure at-risk communities are being vaccinated appropriately.” They stated, “Black, 
Hispanic, and Native American communities have been disproportionately harmed by the COVID-19 pandernic, 
and yel, they are being vaccinated at significantly lower rates.” 


Nebraska Officials Find First Cases Of California Coronavirus Variant In State. 


The AP (2/27) reported “Nebraska health officials said Saturday they have found the first known cases in the 
state of a California variant of COVID-19." Health officials “said in a news release that the variant has been 
identified by the Nebraska Public Health Lab in 13 cases in four diferent jurisdictions of the state.” Nine cases 
were found “in Douglas County, two in the Public Health Solutions district...one in the East Central district...and 
one in Lancaster County.” 


GADB0000001361 


Nebraska Officials identify State’s First Case Of UK Coranavirus Variant. The Omaha (NE) 
World-Herald (2/26, Anderson, 509K) reported “Nebraska’s first known case of a COVID-19 variant initially 
identified in the United Kingdom has been confirmed in Douglas County, health officials announced Friday 
afternoon.” The coronavirus variant, called “B.1.1.7, was identified through genomic sequencing at the Nebraska 
Public Health Lab on the University of Nebraska Medical Center campus in Omaha.” The variant was found “in a 
sample from a woman in her 20s.” 


Two US Navy Warships In Mideast Face COVID-19 Outbreaks. 


The AP (2/26, Garnbrell} reported “two U.S. Navy warships operating in the Mideast have been struck by 
coronavirus outbreaks, authorities said Friday, with both returning to port in Bahrain.” Twelve “troops aboard the 
USS San Diego, an amphibious transport dock, tested positive for COVID-19, said Cmdr. Rebecca Rebarich, a 
spokeswoman for the Bahrain-based 5th Fleet.” Meanwhile, “the guided-missile cruiser USS Philippine Sea also 
has ‘confirmed several cases of COVID-19," she said.” 

The Hill (2/26, Castronuovo, 5.69M) reported that “the Navy added that medical personnel [are] conducting 
contact tracing to determine the origin of the outbreak on the ships.” Currently, the USS San Diego is “docked in 
Bahrain, with the Navy explaining that all ‘positive cases have been isolated on board, and the ship remains in a 
restricted COVID bubble.” 


COVID-19 Pandemic Partially Responsible For Recent Increase In Fatalities Linked To 
Avalanches, Experts Say. 


CNN (2/28, Elassar, 89.21M) reports some experts say the COVID-19 pandemic is partially responsible for a 
recent increase in fatalities linked to avalanches. During “this winter season, 33 people have died in US 
avalanches, according to the Colorado Avalanche Information Center (CAIC).” With the “pandemic still raging 
across the US, more people than ever are heading to the mountains to enjoy nature and avoid crowds.” US 
Forest Service’s National Avalanche Center Director Karl Birkeland said, “The pandemic has definitely increased 
the number of people going into the backcountry, which increased our exposure to potential avalanche 
accidents.” 


Detroit Whole Foods Market Store Reports 23 Cases Of COVID-19 Among Employees. 


The AP (2/28) reported “a Whole Foods Market store in Detroit is receiving rapid COVID-19 testing for ail of its 
196 employees after 23 of them tested positive for the coronavirus.” The COVID-19 “outbreak hit the store in 
Detroit's Midtown, the city’s chief public health officer, Denise Fair, said Thursday.” Fair said, “We have received 
a commitment from Whole Foods that no workers or close contacts of any employee who has tested positive will 
be allowed back fo work until they have produced a negative test result.” 

The Detroit Free Press (2/26, Selasky, 2.16M) reported the Detroit Health Depariment said, “Upon being 
informed of positive cases alt Whole Foods, the Detroit Health Department team acted immediately to address 
this outbreak by offering rapid testing to all employees.” 

The Detroit News (2/26, Ramirez, Hicks, 1.16M)} reported Fair “said the health depariment has not had any 
reports of any customers being infected.” 


US Lacks Data To Support Arab Americans’ COVID-19 Concerns. 
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USA Today (2/28, Ramirez, 12.7M) reports “Arab Americans and their advocates fear alarming rates of COVID- 
19 infection and deaths in their communities — but there is litle data fo back up these concerns because most 
are categorized as ‘white’ by the federal government.” Arab Americans are not able “to self-identify as such on 
the census and other government forms.” Therefore, “official health care data can be hard to come by, and 
experis and community leaders are forced to rely on patchwork, offen self-compiled data.” The probiem “has 
been exacerbated by COVID-19 in a community facing numerous risk factors for the virus, including large 
numbers of immigrants and refugees, poverty, multigenerational households and high rates of hypertension, 
diabetes and heari disease.” 


Native American Leaders In California Fear COVID-19 Fatalities Being Undercounted Due To 
Racial Misclassification. 


USA Today (2/27, Cimini, 12.7M) reported “Native American leaders across California said COVID-19 deaths 
have shrouded their communities, yet state figures show few American Indian people have died here compared 
with other states with significant Indigenous populations.” Experts and leaders “fear deaths in their communities 
have been undercounted because of a long history of Native Americans being racially misclassified.” 
Misclassification “can bar native people from getting the help and resources they actually need, they said.” The 
IHS is mentioned. 


UK Coronavirus Variant Could Be In Every County In Ohio, Official Says. 


The Columbus (OH) Dispatch (2/26, Ludlow, 526K) reported, “Warning a more-contagious variant of COVID-19 
could be cropping up in every county, Gov. Mike DeWine rattled off examples of vaccination appointments and 
doses available across the state on Friday and urged older Ohioans to get them in their arms.” The CDC 
“increased the number of confirmed cases in Ohio of the virus variant first detected in the United Kingdom from 
11 to 19 late Thursday.” The governor asked Ohio Department of Health Chief Medical Officer Bruce “Vanderhoff 
if the variant could be assumed to be in every Ohio county. ‘Absolutely, Vanderhoff said.” 


Latino People In Los Angeles County Dying From COVID-19 At Three Times The Rate Of 
White People, Data Show. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/26, Lin, 3.37M) reported that “even as the daily toll of COVID-19 deaths declines, 
Latino residents of Los Angeles County are still dying at three times the rate of white residents, according to data 
released Wednesday.” Los Angeles “County is averaging about 111 new reporied COVID-19 deaths a day over 
the past seven days, less than half the rate of the peak of 241 deaths a day recorded in early January, according 
to a Times analysis.” During the latest “14-day period for which data is available, Latinos in L.A. County were 
dying at a rate of 25 a day per 100,000 Latino residents,” which is “still worse than the rate among whites or 
Asian Americans during any other similar period of the entire pandemic.” 


COVID-19 Cases, Fatalities In US Nursing Homes Have Fallen “Significantly” Since 
December Amid Vaccine Rollout. 


USA Today (2/26, Alltucker, Fraser, 12.7M) reported “the number of COVID-19 cases and deaths at America’s 
nursing homes [has] dropped significantly since December as millions of vaccine doses have been shot into the 
arms of residents and staff.” The weekly COVID-19 infection rate “at nursing homes plummeted 89% from early 
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December through the second week of February.” Meanwhile, “the nationwide case rate dropped 58% and 
remains higher than figures reported before late October.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/26, Kamp, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporied there is increasing evidence 
that COVID-19 vaccination efforts in the US are reducing fatalities in nursing homes. 


Some Los Angeles Communities “Barely Felt” Recent COVID-19 Surge. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/28, Smith, 3.37M)} reports that while “the winter surge of COVID-19 brutalized much of 
Los Angeles County, sending case rates and deaths skyrocketing for weeks,” in some communities, “the 
pandemic’s wrath was barely fell.” In West Hollywood, Malibu, and Playa del Rey, “infection rates actually fell, or 
increased much less than elsewhere, according to a Times data analysis of more than 300 neighborhoods and 
cities across the county,” which “can be explained by some obvious demographic factors, such as Malibu’s low 
housing density and West Hollywood’s large population of singles able to work from home.” However, residents 
and city officials “also point to other factors they believe helped keep the pandemic under control: sea breezes, 
easy access to open space for exercising, a strong culture of mask compliance and, crucially, limited contact with 
other people.” 


Community Pharmacists Frustrated About Receiving Fewer COVID-19 Vaccine Doses 
Proportionally Than Major Chains. 


USA Today (3/1, Bomey, 12.7M) reports “CVS and Walgreens and big-box stores like Walmart and Kroger have 
been getting the lion’s share of [COVID-19] vaccines from the initial allotment devoted to retail pharmacies, 
independent pharmacists say.” However, “community pharmacies, they argue, can play a critical role in 
delivering COVID-19 shots, so they're frustrated that they aren’t receiving as many vaccines proportionally as 
major chains are getting from the federal, state and local governments.” Independent pharmacisis “say their 
personal relationships with their customers are crucial to a successful vaccine rollout, and they reject the 
suggestion that they don’t have the technology necessary to [handle] the scheduling process.” 


Officials In Breakaway Territories Asking Russia For Doses Of Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine 
For Contested Regions. 


Politico Europe (2/26, Kuznetsov, 15K) reported that “in recent months, Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova have 
seen authorities of breakaway territories ask Russia to send its Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine to those contested 
regions. In some cases, those requests have already been granted.” In territories held by rebels “in Ukraine’s 
Donbass ~ which have been occupied by Russian-backed separatist forces since 2014 — residents have been 
receiving the Sputnik vaccine since early February.” The vaccine “has been arriving from Russia in regular 
vehicle convoys carrying humanitarian aid, according to Rodion Miroshnik, a rebel representative at the irilateral 
peace negotiations between Russia, Ukraine and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE).” 


Analysis: Most Significant Thing Trump Said At CPAC Was People Should Get A COVID-19 
Vaccine. 


In an analysis, the Washington Post (2/26, Blake, 10.52M) says thai “perhaps the most significant thing” former 
President Donald Trump said on Sunday at the Conservative Political Action Conference “was something he 
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avoided forcefully advocating for when he actually commanded the most powerful office in the world: Get a 
coronavirus vaccine.” Trump said, “We took care of a lot of people — including, | quess, on December 2ist, we 
took care of Joe Biden, because he got his shot, he got his vaccine. ... It shows you how unpainful that vaccine 
shot is.” Trump added, “So everybody, go get your shot.” According to the Post, “Trump’s urging of people to get 
the vaccine should be a message thal sticks frorn this speech — because little else in the speech broke new 
ground, but also because it’s news that could actually matter in the near term.” 


Mobile Clinic Bringing COVID-19 Vaccine To California Farmworkers. 


The AP (2/28) reports “about 1,000” farmworkers in Morgan Hill, California “lined up for the coronavirus vaccine 
ata mobile clinic that organizers hope will be a model for outreach to a community that’s been disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19.” Santa Clara County’s “first mobile vaccine clinic targeted farmworkers to comply with 
newly expanded siate eligibillly that includes workers in the education sector, emergency services, and in food 
and agriculture,” and “officials expect to move nexi to a location in agricultural Gilroy.” 


Connecticut Expects Massive Demand As Vaccine Eligibility Expands On Monday. 


The AP (2/28) reports Connecticut health officials “expect an avalanche of requests for appointments as the state 
on Monday opens up vaccines to everyone 55 and older as well as school teachers and other school staff.” 
Acting Department of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Deidre Gifford on Sunday warned that “delays are likely,” 
even though the state expanded capacity, and “asked people 55 and older to wait a few days to make an 
appoiniment.” Gifford added that “new appointments will become available each week and this will help reduce 
stress on the system in the early days of the” rollout. 


Testing, Distancing To Remain Important As COVID-19 Cases Decline, Experts Say. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/28, Carlson, 855K) reports “doctors and public health officials say the 
importance of finding and isolating asymptomatic carriers will re-emerge as a top priority for ending the 
pandemic” as more people are vaccinated and cases decline. In Minnesota, “advocates of routine asymptomatic 
testing say it remains critical that schools and organizations can access cheap and quick ways to regularly test 
their students or employees,” and the Minnesota Health Department says “testing, along with social distancing, 
masking and other basic pandemic steps, will remain important for months to come.” 


UnitedHealth Launches Pop-Up COVID-19 Antibody Treatment Center. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/28, Snowbeck, 855K} reports “UnitedHealth Group has launched a temporary 
infusion center in Minnetonka,” Minnesota, where the insurer will “provide antibody treaiments that could help a 
subset of COVID-19 patients avoid hospitalizations.” The “dedicated space for antibody infusions fits with its 
broader push into direct patient care,” and Dr. Dan Griffin, a senior infectious disease fellow at UnitedHealth 
Group, said he expects “that there will be more clinics that there will be a need for.” 


CMS Says Group Health Plans Must Cover COVID-19 Diagnostic Testing. 


Modern Healthcare (2/26, Brady, Subscription Publication, 215K} reported that the Biden Administration on 
Friday “made clear that private group health plans and issuers cannot deny coverage or impose cost-sharing for 
COVID-19 diagnostic testing, regardless of whether the patient is experiencing sympioms or has been exposed 
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to the virus.” According to CMS, “the new guidance should make it easier for people to access COVID-19 
diagnostic testing.” For instance, the agency “said people can get tested for COVID-19 before visiting a family 
member and pay no additional out-of-pocket costs.” Additionally, “providers can get reimbursed for COVID-19 
diagnostic testing and vaccine administration through the Health Resources and Services Administration COVID- 
19 Uninsured Prograrn.” 


CDC Facing Pressure To Prioritize COVID-19 Vaccinations For People With Developmental 
Disabilities. 

Disability Scoop (3/1, Diament) reports “the Centers for Disease Control is facing pressure to prioritize people 
with developmental disabilities in lis recormmendations for COVID-19 vaccines.” In a letter iast month, “16 
advocacy groups called for people with developmental disabilities who are living independenily in the community 
or with family to be added to group 1B in the CDC's recommendations for the vaccine rollout.” The letter said 
“individuals with IDD are at significantly higher risk cormpared to the general population, regardless of their living 
situation,” and warned that there is “significant variability in how individuals with IDD are prioritized in vaccine 
allocation frameworks.” 


Opinion: GOP Putting Politics Over Helping Americans With COVID-19 Aid Opposition. 


Radio host Dean Obeidallah writes in a CNN (2/28, 89.21M) op-ed that Republicans sent a “clear message” on 
Sunday “when nota single House Republican voted for President Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion pandemic aid 
package.” Obeidallah argues the GOP's rejection of the pandemic aid is not based on policy but on “lies and 
hypocrisy.” He concludes that the “Republican Party's own cold calculations have concluded that opposing this 
measure is good for them politically,” and claims the party is “more concerned with rejecting Democratic 
proposals than with helping Americans in need.” 


People In US Without Connection To A Hospital Scramble To Find COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/28, Findell, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports many of the hospitals and clinics 
in the US have given priority for COVID-19 vaccinations to their own patients, leaving people who don't have a 
physician affilated with the medical facility scrambling to find shots. That also leaves people in communities 
without hospitals virtually unable to access the vaccines. 


Seniors Without Tech Skills Missing Out On Potentially Lifesaving COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The New York Times (2/28, Browning, 20.6M) reports, “The chaotic vaccine rollout has come with a maze of 
confusing registration pages and clunky health care websites.” In addition, the “technological savvy required to 
navigate the text alerts, push notifications and email reminders that are second nature to the digital generation 
has pul colder adults...who need the vaccine the most, at a disadvantage. As a result, seniors who lack tech skills 
are missing out on potentially lifesaving shots.” 


Getting Coronavirus Vaccine May Help Protect Others, Experts Say. 


The Washington Post (2/27, Bever, 10.52M)} reported that health experis “say the coronavirus vaccines may do 
more than protect recipients from covid-19." Researchers “say people who are vaccinaied and still contract the 
virus may carry fess of it and also shed less of it— meaning those whom they expose to it may not become as 
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sick.” There “isn’t a iot of evidence yet fo support this hypothesis, but researchers say it is likely the case based 
largely on observations in animal studies, as well as some preliminary research in hurnans.” 


Some Health Officials Offer “Selfie Stations” To Encourage Vaccinations. 


The Washington Post (2/27, Kornfield, 10.52M) reported that while Americans “are divided over ‘vaccine selfie’ 
etiquetie,” public health experts “hope photos of people being safely vaccinated will encourage their vaccine- 
hesitant social media connections to do the same.” While critics argue that posting a vaccine selfie “highlights 
inequities...as people with better access to health care have had an easier time getting vaccinated,” public 
officials have been “sharing their vaccinations publicly to reassure others,” including President Biden and Vice 
President Harris and celebrities. Meanwhile, “offering selfie stations, or spaces that are decorated at vaccination 
sites to allow people to pose and post from those locations, is one method officials have used to encourage 
posts.” 


Oxford Scientists Working To Modify AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine For New Variants. 


CBS News (2/27, D'Agata, 5.39M) reported the World Health Organization in February authorized “the Oxford- 
AstraZeneca vaccine to be used internationally, and it is already being distributed in countries around the world 
to help fight COVID-19." However, “AstraZeneca is awaiting the results of clinical trials in America, which it 
expects to wrap up in the coming weeks, before it makes its application to the FDA.” Meanwhile, “buoyed by the 
fact that their vaccine is relatively easy to update, scientists at Britain’s Oxford University are madifying it in a 
preemptive strike to prevent new coronavirus variants, including the variant first discovered in South Africa, from 
taking hold.” 

Contributor Sally Pipes wrote in Fortune (2/26, 3.68M) that the FDA “has signaled it won't approve 


AstraZzeneca’s vaccine without more clinical trial data from here in the U.S.” She added, “This foot-dragging is 
indefensible,” arguing that the “benefits of immediately approving the AstraZeneca vaccine would far outweigh 
any potential harms.” 


Census Survey Finds Younger Black Americans Most Reluctant To Receive Vaccine. 

The Wall Street Journal (2/26, Linke, Meigar, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} reporied the Census Bureau's 
latest national survey of 80,000 people found Black adults under age 40 were the group most likely to say they 
would definitely not get vaccinated against COVID-19, with more than double the response rate of white and 
Hispanic respondents in the same age group. 


COVID-19 Vaccines Bringing New Technologies That Could Change How Future Vaccines 
Are Developed. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/28, A1, Loftus, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporis that experts say the 
development of COVID-19 vaccines has led to many new vaccine technologies that will change how future 
vaccines against other diseases are developed. Johnson & Johnson's recently approved vaccine, for example, 
uses viral-vector technology. 


Moderna Completes Enrollment For COVID-19 Vaccine Trial In Adolescents. 
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Fox News (2/26, Hein, 23.99M) reported that Moderna “completed enroliment for a Phase 2/3 study of its 
COVID-19 vaccine in adolescents ages 12 to 17.” On Thursday, the company “said it had completed enrollment 
of 3,000 participants.” 


NYC To Invest In Rapid COVID-19 Tests. 


The Wail Street Journal (2/28, West, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports New York City plans to invest in a 
rapid COVID-19 test that was used to reopen Columbia University’s campus. The team behind the test is 
expected to seek emergency-use approval from the FDA this week. 


Nearly 10% Of North Dakotans Have Received Both Doses Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/27) reported 9.5% of North Dakotans “have received the full two-dose series of a COVID-19 vaccine.” 
Meanwhile, 17.3% of residents have received at least one dose. 


More Than 50% Of Wisconsinites Aged 65 And Older Have Received At Least One Dose Of 
The COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/27) reported 51.3% of Wisconsin residents aged 65 and older “have received at least one dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.” Wisconsin “is on track to begin vaccinating teachers, child care workers and other eligible 
groups as planned Monday.” 


Oklahoma Administered More Than 1M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (2/26) reported, “More than 1 million doses of the coronavirus vaccine have been administered in 
Oklahoma, state health officials announced on Friday.” This includes “federal doses administered through the 
Indian Health Service and U.S. Department of Veteran's Affairs.” 


Federal Judge Requires Buffalo Detention Center To Provide COVID-19 Vaccine To Some 
Detainees. 

The AP (2/27) reported, “More than 40 people held at the Buffalo Federal Detention Facility in Batavia were 
being held in isolation or under monitoring as of Friday after testing positive ffor COVID-19], according io U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement.” A US District Court Judge “is requiring the facility to come up with a 
plan to give vaccinations to detainees who would otherwise be eligible under state guidelines.” 


San Francisco Parents Launch Recall Against School Board Members For Prioritizing 
Social Justice Issues. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/28, Lazo, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporis parents in the San Francisco area 
are launching a recall against three members of the city’s school board, claiming they gave priorily to social 
justice issues over plans to reopen schools. 


Only 5% Of Federal Inmates Received Home Confinement Despite Instructions To Quickly 
Grant It To Certain Individuals. 


On the front page, the New York Times (2/27, Ai, Rabin, 20.6M) said that when the pandemic commenced, 
“federal prisons were told to move quickly to grant home confinement to medically vulnerable inmates who did 
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not pose a risk fo the public.” However, of the 151,735 individuals currently serving federal sentences, only 7,850 
“have been granted home confinement — about 5 percent.” 


University Of Maryland Ends “Sequester-In-Place,” Plans To Resume In-Person Classes 
Monday. 


The Washington Post (2/27, Anderson, 10.52M} reported, “The University of Maryland has ended a one-week 
‘sequester-in-place’ order for students living on its College Park campus, saying that coronavirus infections are 
now contained enough to allow in-person teaching to resume Monday.” 


DC Public School Officials Warn Not All Students Are Guaranteed An In-Person Slot This 
Academic Year. 


The Washington Post (2/27, Stein, 10.52M) reported, “After a month of in-person learning for about 20 percent of 
D.C. public school students, demand is growing for expanded access to classroom instruction for the fourth term 
of the academic year, which begins in late April.” Officials “said that they willleave such decisions up fo individual 
schools.” As a result, “a District student who wants to return to in-person instruction will not be guaranteed a slot 
this academic year.” 

Fairfax County Public Schools To Reopen Using Hybrid Model. CNN (2/28, Bash, Nolan, 
89.21M) reports Fairfax County Public Schools “will open their classroom doors for the first time in almost a 
year.” The district will utilize “a hybrid model — students in each grade will be in the school just two days a week.” 
The district's superintendent “says that is the most this large suburban Washington, DC, school district can do 
while still following US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines for safe school re-opening.” 


Coronavirus Testing Down By One-Third In DC Region, Raising Concern Among Health 
Experts. 


The Washington Post (2/28, Portnoy, Chason, 10.52M) reports that COVID-19 testing “is down by at least a third 
from its peak during the winter holidays in the greater Washington region, sparking concern among public health 
experis who worry that lower testing numbers mean officials could be late to recognize a future surge in cases or 
the next vaccine-resistant variant.” 


Wyoming To Lift COVID-19 Restrictions On Personal Care Businesses. 


The AP (2/26) reported, “Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon has announced plans io lift all coronavirus restrictions on 
personal care businesses.” On Thursday, he said “the changes will go into effect on Monday for hair and nail 
salons, barber shops, tatioo and massage parlors and other cosmetology businesses, the Casper Star-Tribune 
reported.” 


White Maryland Residents Have Received Four Times As Many COVID-19 Vaccine Doses As 
Black, Latino Residents. 


The Baltimore Sun (2/26, Ruiz, Knezevich, Campbell, 629K) reported, “White Marylanders have received more 
than four times as many doses of coronavirus vaccine as Black residents, state data shows.” The article added 
that Black and Latino residents’ difficulty in getting access to the vaccine “magnified the inequalities of the 
pandemic, and critics say the state’s vaccine program has contributed to them.” 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Stolen; Two Children Improperly Vaccinated In Tennessee. 


The AP (2/26, Kruesi, Sainz) reported top health officials in Tennessee “revealed Friday that the state has 
requested federal law enforcement investigate alleged theft of coronavirus vaccine doses” in Shelby County. 
Officials “also announced that a volunteer in Shelby County improperly vaccinated two children despite the shot 
not being cleared for young minors.” 


Nebraska To Release Plan To Provide COVID-19 Vaccine To Residents With Certain 
Underlying Health Conditions. 


The AP (2/26, Schulte) reported, “Nebraska officials expect to release a plan in the next two weeks for 
vaccinating residents with underlying health conditions after they were removed from the high-priority group of 
senior citizens who are eligible for a coronavirus vaccine right now, the state’s chief medical officer said Friday.” 
According to this official, “the plan will likely give priority to people on dialysis, who have lung problems or whose 
immune systems are compromised, such as cancer patients and recent organ transplant recipients.” 


Some State GOP Legislators Promoting Misinformation Regarding COVID-19. 


The AP (2/28, Smyth, Bohrer) reports, “Some GOP state lawmakers are using their platform to promote false 
information about the [COVID-19] virus, the steps needed to limit iis spread and the vaccines that will pull the 
nation out of the pandemic.” 


Errors In COVID-19 Case Counts Found In Nevada’s Prison System. 


The AP (2/27) reported Nevada’s prison systern and DHHS “released a joint statement on Friday that said errors 
were found in data posted to the state coronavirus dashboard, which tracks cases and deaths in state facilities.” 
The article added, “Records obtained by the Las Vegas Review-Journal said the errors caused cumulative case 
counis among prisoners and staff to drop by 268 since iasi week.” 

The Hill (2/27, Jenkins, 5.69M) said state officials “are placing blame on data entry errors for inaccurately 
reported COVID-19 case counts.” 


Maine Governor Announces Age-Based COVID-19 Vaccine Approach. 


The AP (2/26, Sharp) reported that on Friday, Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D) announced “the state is expanding 
eligibility to those 60 and older nexi week, and the state will use an age-based approach moving forward.” On 
Wednesday, people aged 60 and older will become eligible, “followed by those 50 and older in April, 40 and older 
in May, and 30 and older in June.” 


Indianapolis To Relax COVID-19 Restrictions In Bars, Restaurants On Monday. 


The AP (2/26) reported Indianapolis will relax COVID-19 restrictions ahead of the Big Ten and NCAA men’s 
basketball iournaments. Beginning Monday, bars will be able to operate ai 50% capacity. Meanwhile, 
restaurants’ indoor capacity will increase to 75%. 


Indiana House, Senate Passed “Considerably Different” Proposals To Expand Legislature’s 
Emergency Powers. 
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The AP (2/27, Davies) reported the Indiana House and Senaie “have passed considerably different proposals 
aimed ai giving legislators more say over emergency orders issued by the governor and local health officials.” 
The proposals pursue “ways to force the governor to call lawmakers into a special session if extended 
emergency orders continue after the legislative session has ended for the year.” 


Georgia Governor Says Professors Will Not Be Included Among Other Teachers Eligible For 
COVID-19 Vaccines. 


Behind a paywail, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (2/26, Stirgus, 1.46M)} reported that on Thursday, Georgia 
Gov. Brian Kemp (R) announced “college professors will not be included among the expanded list of groups 
eligible to get the COVID-19 vaccine, although teachers can soon get the shots.” 


Georgia Legislators Could Strip Local Boards’ Public Health Powers. 


The AP (2/26, Amy) reported, “Georgia lawmakers are considering a reorganization of the public health system 
that would strip power from county boards of health and give it to the state public health commissioner, saying 
the COVID-19 pandemic has underlined the need for a more centralized structure.” 


Fraud Hindering States’ Pandemic-Related Jobless Programs. 


The AP (2/28, Mulvihill, Welsh-Huggins) reports, “States are being hammered with a new wave of fraud as they 
scramble to update security systems and block scammers who already have siphoned billions of dollars from 
pandemic-related jobless programs.” 


COVID-19 Mentioned During Debate About Assisted Suicide In Connecticut. 


The AP (2/26, Haigh) reported that in Connecticut, proponenis of an effort “to allow physicians to prescribe 
medication to terminally ill patients seeking to end their lives said Friday the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted 
the need for such a law.” Meanwhile, opponents “argued...it's the absolute wrong time to bring up the bill again.” 


North Carolina Governor Vetoes Bill Forcing K-12 Public Schools To Reopen. 


The AP (2/26, Anderson) reported North Carolina Gav. Roy Coaper (D) “rejected a bill that would cornpel the 
state's 115 K-12 public school districts to reopen with at least partial in-person instruction, while also allowing 
parents the option of keeping their kids learning remotely.” He “has called on school boards that haven't yet done 
so to transition to in-person instruction but opposed the statewide mandate that would’ve required them to 
reopen with about two weeks notice.” 


California Governor Expects To Begin Administering J&J COVID-19 Vaccine This Week. 


The AP (2/26, Thompson, Har) reported California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) said he expects the state to begin 
administering the new Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine this week. He also expects California “to receive 
more than 71.1 million of the single-dose shots in the next three weeks.” However, distribution “is conlingent upon 
federal Food and Drug Administration and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention action.” 


Greensboro To Receive 3,000 COVID-19 Vaccines Daily As Part Of Federal Pilot Program. 
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The AP (2/26, Anderson) reported the federal government plans io include Greensboro, North Carolina in a “pilot 
program of communiiy vaccination centers.” Beginning March 10, the “site will receive about 3,000 vaccines per 
day.” 


Anti-Vaxxers Protest Outside COVID-19 Vaccination Site At Dodger Stadium. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/27, Wigglesworth, 3.37M) said, “A handful of protesters demonstrated outside the 
vaccine distribution site at Dodger Stadium on Saturday, but authorities reported no major issues.” 


Oregon Governor Says All Residents Will Be Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine By July 1. 


The AP (2/26, Cline) reported Oregon Gov. Kate Brown (D) announced all residents aged 16 and oider will be 
eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine “no later than July 1.” She presented the new eligibility timeline in its entirety at 
a news conference on Friday. 


Maine Hospitals Prep For New Surge Of COVID-19 Vaccine Demand After State Expands 
Eligibility List. 

The Bangor (ME) Daily News (2/27, Andrews, Piper, 178K) reported, “Maine hospitals anticipate another surge in 
demand for COVID-19 vaccines after state officials announced residents aged 60 and older would be next in line 
far shots, an extension to a greater population than previously anticipated.” However, DHHS Commissioner 
Jeanne Lambrew said some “Mainers in their 60 may not be able to book appoiniments right away, as several 
providers indicated they would continue giving vaccines to those 70 and up first.” 


South Carolina Governor Lifts Certain COVID-19 Restrictions. 

Columbia (SC) State (2/26, Bohatch, Bustos, 330K) reporied, “South Carolina’s restaurants will be allowed to 
serve alcohol after 11 p.m. starting Monday after Gov. Henry McMaster lifted his months-long rule aimed at 
reducing the COVID-19 spread in the state.” He “also lifted a rule that prevents events from having more than 
250 people in attendance unless the Department of Commerce grants an exemption.” 


Texas Expects More Than 200K Initial Doses Of J&J COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Texas Tribune (2/27, Oxner, 258K) reporied that the Texas Department of State Health Services said the 
state “could initially receive more than 200,000 doses’ of the new Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine. 
However, there is no timeline indicating when the doses would arrive. 

The Dallas Morning News (2/27, Grigsby, 772K} reported Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins said ihe county 
will receive 6,000 doses of the new vaccine in the coming week. 


lowa To Launch New COVID-19 Scheduling Website Called “Vaccine Navigators.” 


The Washington Examiner (2/26, Stroka, 888K) reported a new website was scheduled to go live Friday that “will 
connect lowans with providers for scheduling vaccines after putting in their zip codes and provide information in 
several languages.” In addition, as of Friday, “vaccine navigators” were expected to begin contacting “seniors 
who have reached out to area agencies allempting to get vaccination appointments.” 


Massachusetts Governor Says Pooled Testing For COVID-19 Is Path To “Next Normal.” 
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The Boston Herald (2/26, Dwinell, 327K} reported 159 school disiricts out of 400 in Massachusetts “have rolled 
out pooled testing’ for COVID-19. Gov. Charlie Baker (R) said this testing at schools is “the path to the ‘next 
normal.” He praised Newburyport County’s testing program and “urged others to come see how it's being pul to 
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South Carolina DHEC, Home Health Agency Partner To Deliver COVID-19 Vaccines To 
Homebound People Aged 65+. 


The Charleston (SC) Post and Courier (2/28, Wildeman, Adcox, 299K) reported, “The $.C. Department of Health 
and Environmental Control says it has a plan to deliver the coronavirus vaccine to people 65 and older who are 
stuck at home.” DHEC is parinering with Agape Care, a home health agency, “to deliver the Moderna vaccine to 
people in rural Jasper and Hampton counties.” The agency expects to have a statewide program in place by 
April. 


DOJ Files Appeal Of Judge’s Ruling Declaring CDC Eviction Moratorium Unconstitutional. 


Reuters (2/27, Hurley) reporied, “The US. Justice Depariment said on Saturday it will appeal a judge’s ruling 
that the nationwide eviction moratorium during the COVID-19 pandemic is unlawful.” 

According to CNN (2/27, Schneider, 89.271M), “The ruling punctuated a legal effort that began when a group 
of Texas landlords and property owners sued the CDC and the Department of Health and Human Services in 
October over the Eviction Moratorium Order that was issued by the Trump administration in September, putting a 
temporary halt on evictions during the pandemic.” 

Politico (2/28, O'Donnell, 6.73M) says Assistant Attorney General Brian Boynton argued the decision “does 
not extend beyond the particular plaintiffs in that case, and it does not prohibit the application of the CDC’s 
eviction moratorium to other parties.” 


Coloradans Aged 60 To 64, Those With Two Or More Chronic Health Conditions Will Be 
Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccines March 5. 


The Denver Post (2/26, Wingerter, 660K) reported, “Coloradans age[d] 60 to 64 and people with two or more 
chronic health conditions will be able io get their COVID-19 vaccines starting March 5, but essential workers in 
fields other than agriculture and grocery stores will have to wail longer than anticipated.” 


Michiganders Turn To Facebook To Find Help With COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments. 


The Detroit Free Press (2/26, Shamus, 2.16M) reported Michiganders are turning to Facebook pages to hunt 
down COVID-19 vaccination appointmenis. Katie Monaghan, a 27-year-old manufacturing engineer, “started the 
state’s first vaccine hunters Facebook group on Feb. 11.” She said, “The vast majority of the work we do right 
now is connecting eligible people to appointments and helping them navigate the somewhat fragmented system 
of getting an appointment.” 


Republicans Seek Investigation Into Michigan Governor’s Handling Of COVID-19 Nursing 
Home Deaths. 


Fox News (2/26, Keene, 23.99M) reported Republican legislators from Michigan sent a letter io US Attorney 
General Monty Wilkinson and Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel (D) calling for an investigation into 
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Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s (D) “handling of nursing homes and other long-ierm care facilities during the 
coronavirus pandemic.” They “pointed out that COVID-19 infections and deaths...” have soared’ over the past 
year and that Whitmer’s administration had ‘been questioned about unintended consequences’ of her policies.” 


Breakdown Of Expenses Shows How Connecticut Spent $2B On COVID-19 Pandemic. 


The Hartford (CT) Courant (2/26, Blair, 438K} reporied, “Connecticut has spent more than $2 billion responding 
to the coronavirus pandemic thus far, according to recent estimates from Gov. Ned Lamont’s budget office.” The 
Courant provided a breakdown of these expenses to indicate where the money has been spent. 


Arkansas Governor Lifts Most COVID-19 Safety Restrictions. 


The AP (2/26, DeMillo) reported that on Friday, Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R) “lifted most of the safety 
restrictions imposed to curb the spread of the coronavirus, except for a mask mandate he said would remain in 
place until al least the end of March.” 


New Mexico Governor Signs $200M Pandemic Relief Measure To Help Businesses. 


The AP (2/26) reported New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) signed legislation that “will provide some 
relief to businesses that lost money in 2020 amid the pandemic and emergency health restrictions.” [t “will make 
available $200 million in grants and will be underwritten by a state job creation fund.” 


Utah Cancels More Than 7,000 Vaccine Appointments After Registration Error. 


The AP (2/28) reports, “Utah is canceling about 7,200 coronavirus vaccine appointments after an error in the 
state health department’s registration website allowed people without qualifying conditions to register for the 
shots.” 


San Francisco, San Mateo Counties Halt One Medical’s COVID-19 Vaccine Supply After It 
Inoculated Ineligible People. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/26, Seidman, 3.37M) reported San Francisco and San Mateo counties have stopped 
supplying COVID-19 vaccines to One Medical after it “allegedly inoculated ineligible people.” The company “was 
supposed to inoculaie healthcare workers as defined in the state vaccination program’s Phase 1A.” However, a 
report provided in February showed “a number of doses” were adminisiered “to people whose staius as 
heaithcare workers could not be verified.” 


Advocates Worry Paperwork Issues Will Make It More Difficult For Californians With 
Disabilities To Access COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/26, Shalby, 3.37M) said, “As California prepares to open up eligibility to millions of 
people with disabilities or underlying health conditions, confusion over paperwork could become a big problem at 
the front of the vaccine line.” Advocacy groups for people with disabilities fear “potential barriers could make it 
more difficult to access the system.” 


SCOTUS Excuses California Churches From COVID-19 Restrictions. 
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The Wall Street Journal (2/26, Bravin, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporied the US Supreme Court excused 
five California churches from COVID-19 safely restrictions prohibiting indoor gatherings. 


UC Health System Says Blue Shield Sought “Expansive” Medical Data In Exchange For 
COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/26, Gutierrez, 3.37M) reported, “Biue Shield of California initially sought an 
‘expansive’ amount of medical data from the University of California Health system in exchange for vaccine 
doses under the state’s revamped allocation plan.” A UC Health spokeswoman said “the contract was revised to 
‘limit access just to vaccination records and only by federal and state agencies and their contraciors.” 


Disability Advocates Concerned Minnesota’s COVID-19 Vaccine Plan Does Not Include 
Certain High-Risk Individuals. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/26, Howatt, 855K) reported, “Concerns were raised Friday that people with 
some chronic conditions and disabilities were not included in Minnesota’s new COVID-19 vaccine plan that is set 
to begin in April.” Officials from the Department of Health and the governor's office met with disability advocates 
to discuss these concerns, however, “no agreement was reached on altering the state's plans.” 


Pennsylvania Still Unsure When It Will Move To Next Phase Of COVID-19 Vaccination Plan. 
The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (2/26, Guza, 245K) reported, “There remains no estimate on when Pennsylvania 


will move to the next phase of its vaccination plan, which includes a slew of essential workers as well as first 
responders and teachers, a health official said Friday.” 


Maine Plans To Order 11,500 J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The Portland (ME) Press Herald (2/27, Routhier, 174K) reported Maine plans “to order 11,500 doses of the new 
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine” to allocate among “hospitals, independent pharmacies, emergency 
medical services and outpatient groups.” 


LA County Teachers, Some Essential Workers Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine On Monday. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/28, Megerian, 3.37M) reports, “Teachers and workers in child care, emergency 
services and food and agriculture will be eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccinations in Los Angeles County 
starting Monday.” 


Opinion: Maryland Governor Needs To Fix COVID-19 Vaccine Inequities. 


ina Washington Post (2/27, 10.52M) op-ed, former Baltimore City Health Commissioners Joshua Sharfstein, 
Leana Wen, and Peter Beilenson contended that Maryland’s “confusing” vaccine rollout “is raising serious 
concerns of transparency and fairness,” given that counties across the state “vary widely in the proportion of 
vaccinated residents.” They lamented that Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) “has responded with a series of 
perplexing statements thai neither shed light on what's happening nor reflect a commitment to fixing the 
problem.” 
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Maryland Legislators Consider Bill Mandating State Inspections After Out-Of-State Owners 
Purchase Nursing Homes. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Tan, Chason, 10.52M) reported, “Maryland lawmakers are considering a bill that 
would mandate state inspections afier out-of-state owners purchase nursing homes.” Health Facilities 
Association of Maryland president Joseph DeMattos “said he is ‘actively working to support the inspection bill’s 
passage, even though he said that in his experience, most new operators invest significant amounts in the 
facilities they purchase.” This measure is one of several legislators “are weighing this session to improve 
conditions at long-term care facilities in Maryland, where 31,000 residenis and siaff have contracted coronavirus 
since March and nearly 3,500 have died.” 


Worild’s Largest Meat Packer To Offer COVID-19 Vaccinations To 8,500 US Workers. 


Bloomberg (2/28, Almeida, 3.57M) reports, “The world’s largest meat packer JBS SA will offer Covid-19 vaccines 
to about 8,500 workers at its American subsidiaries.” Employees of JBS USA and Pilgrim’s Pride Corp., “the 
U_S.’s second-largest chicken producer, will be offered the shot in eight states, the company said in a staternent 
on Saturday.” Some vaccinations “will be administered on site, like in Greeley, Colorado, while others will be 
provided to the company’s workers through local health departmenis.” 


Experts Say Opening Windows Could Make Schools Safer During The COVID-19 Pandemic 
Allowing Them To Resume In-Person Classes. 


The New York Times (2/26, Bartzokas, Gréndahi, Patanjall, Peyton, Saget, Syam, 20.6M) reported the CDC is 
urging school districts to resume in-person classes as soon as possible, but teachers and parents “have raised 
questions about the quality of ventilation available in public school classrooms to protect against the 
coronavirus.” Experts say that opening windows could be key in making schools safer and thus allowing them to 
resume in-person classes. 


Opinion: Scientific Community Will Never Agree On Whether Viruses Are Alive. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Times (2/26, 20.6M), science columnisi Carl Zimmer wrote that the “frenzy 
of research has revealed a lot about SARS-CoV-2, but huge questions remain. Looming over them is the biggest 
question of all: Is the coronavirus alive? Scientists have been arguing over whether viruses are alive for about a 
century, ever since the pathogens came to light. Writing last month in the journal Frontiers in Microbiology, two 
microbiologists at University College Cork named Hugh Harris and Colin Hill took stock of the debate. They could 
see no end to it. ‘The scientific community will never fully agree on the living nature of viruses,’ they declared.” 


Families Of California Prisoners Say Officials Failed To Inform Them When Loved Ones 
Were Hospitalized For COVID-19. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/28, Miller, 3.37M) reports, “As the pandemic has ravaged California prisons, some 
families say that officials have failed to inform them when their loved ones have been hospitalized with the virus 
~— receiving a call only when it might already be too late to say thelr goodbyes, act as surrogaie decision-makers 
or provide critical ernotional support.” State law “requires the California Depariment of Carrections and 
Rehabilitation to use ‘all reasonable means’ to notify an inmate's designated contacts in the case of a death, 
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serious illness or serious injury.” The law “does not say when exactly the prison must aleri families — the CDCR’s 
operations manual says ‘as soon as possible’ — or what's deemed a serious iliness.” 


Refusal By Younger Military Members To Take COVID-19 Vaccine Is Warning For Health 
Officials. 


The New York Times (2/27, Steinhauer, 20.6M) reporied that a “broad swath of members of the military” are 
“declining to get the shot, which for now is optional among personnel. They cite an array of political and health- 
related concerns.” The reluctance “among younger troops is a warning to civilian health officials about the 
potential hole in the broad-scale immunity that medical professionals say is needed for Americans to reclaim 
their collective lives.” The vaccine, “unlike many other inoculations, is not required by the military ai this time 
because it has been approved for emergency use by the Food and Drug Administration. Once it becomes a 
standard, approved vaccine, the military can order troops to take the shot.” 


Advocates Say State, Federal Officials Waffle Over Vaccination Responsibility For ICE 
Detainees. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/27, Castillo, 3.37M) reported that advocates for immigrants “say state and federal 
officials have waffled over who is responsible for vaccinating the roughly 1,500 detainees in the care of ICE.” ICE 
spokesperson Alexx Pons “said in a statement that the number of vaccine doses needed for detainees was 
reported to Department of Homeland Security planners earlier in the pandemic, but the DHS did not receive any 
direct allocation of vaccines for detainees.” Vaccines “received by detention facilities could be administered by 
medical personnel contracted or employed by ICE.” 


NYTimes: Even With New Vaccine Approval, Hurdies May Continue To Prevent Widespread 
Vaccination. 


In an editorial, the New York Times (2/27, 20.6M) said that the FDA authorized “a single-dose shot made by 
Johnson & Johnson ~ while Pfizer and Moderna are promising to greatly expand the supply of their shots, to 
roughly 100 million total doses per month, by early spring.” The Times editorialized that if the “vaccines make 
their way inio arms quickly, the nation could be on fis way to a relatively pleasant summer and something 
approaching normal by autumn.” However, the Times argued this “will require clearing additional hurdles so that 
everyone who needs to be vaccinated gets vaccinated.” 


Perspective: Any Further Surge In COVID-19 Will Affect Care For Patients With Cancer. 


in a perspective for the Washington Post (2/26, 10.52M), oncologist Jalal Baig wrote, “In oncology, we are 
reminded daily that covid-19 is far more than just a disease of the lungs. Apart from being a perpetual risk to 
highly vulnerable cancer patients, the coronavirus has overrun health-care systems and thus frustrated efforts fo 
diagnose and treat cancer. As unchecked covid-19 infections filled up the nation’s hospital beds during the 
devasiating winter surge, we reached a disturbing phase in which acutely ill cancer patients were unable to get 
the medical care they needed.” Baig argued, “Coronavirus vaccines promise fo radically alter this country’s 
pandemic narrative as soon as the fall. But until then, any further surges in America’s hospitals will hamstring 
their ability to care for the sickest cancer patients. This all may be exacerbated by the looming threat from 
coronavirus variants that may be more transmissible, deadlier or resistant to vaccines.” 
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Hospitals Warn Cyberattacks Are Affecting Their Operations, Hitting The Bottom Line. 


The Wail Street Journal (2/28, Evans, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported that hospitals are warning that 
cyberaltacks are affecting their operations and their bottorn line, adding pressure to a sector already battered by 
the coronavirus pandemic. For example, the Journal said, a malware atiack in late September against Universal 
Health Services cost the hospital chain $67 million. 


Biden Administration Prepares To Launch Long-Sought Infrastructure Package. 


The AP (2/28, Freking, Yen, Boak} reports, “Looking beyond the $1.9 trillion COVID relief bill, President Joe 
Biden and lawmakers are laying the groundwork for another top legislative priority — a long-sought boost io the 
nation’s roads, bridges and other infrastructure that could run into Republican resistance fo a hefty price tag.” 
Biden and his team “have begun discussions on the possible outlines of an infrastructure package with members 
of Congress, particularly mindful that Texas’ recent struggles with power outages and water shortages after a 
brutal winter storm present an opportunity for agreement on sustained spending on infrastructure.” Republicans 
“say H the White House approach on the COVID relief bill - which passed the House Saturday on a near party- 
line vote and now heads to the Senate ~ is a sign of things to corne for Biden's plan on infrastructure and other 
initiatives, it could be a difficult road ahead in Congress.” 


House Passes Biden’s Rescue Plan Without GOP Support. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Werner, Stein, 10.52M) reporied that “shorily after 2 a.m. Saturday,” the House of 
Representatives in a 219-212 vote “approved President Biden's $1.9 trillion stimulus plan early Saturday and 
sent it to the Senate, as Democrats defied united GOP opposition to advance the massive relief package aimed 
at stabilizing the economy and boosting coronavirus vaccinations and testing.” The Post adds Republicans 
“unanimously opposed the bill, a strikingly partisan outcome just a month afer the new president was 
inaugurated with calls for bipartisanship and unity,” while “all but two Democrats voted in favor.” 

The New York Times (2/26, A1, Cochrane, Tankersley, 20.6M) said the bill “would provide $1,400 direct 
payments to individuals earning up to $75,000 a year and to couples earning up to $150,000,” and “expand a 
weekly federal unemployment benefit that is set to lapse in mid-March, increasing the payments to $400 a week 
from $300 and extending them through the end of August.” The Times added the bill would “increase the child 
tax credit; provide more than $50 billion for vaccine distribution, testing and tracing; and allocate nearly $200 
billion to primary and secondary schools and $350 billion to state, local and tribal governments,” although 
Republican lawrnakers “argued that the measure was too costly and too broad in scope.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/26, Duehren, Peterson, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) also reported that most 
Republicans expressed opposition to the package, especially provisions for school funding and assistance to 
state and local governments, arguing the economy is already beginning to show signs of recovery. House 
Minority Leader McCarthy said the bill is a gift to Democrais’ political allies. 

Also reporting were the AP (2/26, Fram), Reuters (2/26, Cowan), CNBC (2/27, Calia, 7.34M), Politico (2/26, 
Emma, Ferris, 6.73M), Politico (2/27, Leonard, 6.73M), The Hill (2/27, Marcos, Brufke, 5.69M), HuffPost (2/27, 
363K}, the Washington Times (2/27, Sherfinski, 626K}, and Roll Call (2/26, Lerman, Krawzak, 130K). 
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Opinion: Without More Aid, State And Local Governments Will Be Forced To Cinch Belts 
Tighter. 


Writing for the Los Angeles Times (2/26, 3.37M), columnist Michael Hiltzik said, “For sorne reason, the fiscal 
crisis engulfing states and localities due to the COVID-19 pandemic has the power to cloud Republicans’ minds. 
There could be no other explanation for the resolute disdain shown by the GOP congressional caucus toward the 
$350-billion provision of state and local aid in President Biden’s $1.9-trillion pandemic relief proposal.” Hiltzik 
argued, “The U.S. economy appears to have gotten through the worst of the pandemic in surprisingly good 
shape. Bui it’s living on a knife edge. Without more aid, state and local governments will be forced to draw their 
belts tighter. That means fewer municipal workers, more deferred maintenance of roads and bridges, and less 
disposable income for everybody. The time will come when the economy can stand on its own two feet without 
more infusions of federal capital, but we’re not there yet.” 


Report: US Hospitals Face Up To $122B In Lost Revenue From Pandemic. 


Bloomberg (2/26, Coleman-Lochner, 3.57M) reported behind a paywall that US hospitals “face up to $122 billion 
in lost revenue this year as the pandemic continues iis rampage, threatening to push more critical-care centers 
into bankruptcy or out of business entirely.” Even a “best-case scenario would cost hospitals $53 billion of 
revenue, Hall & Associates report for the American Hospital Association.” 


Opinion: Democrats’ COVID-19 Relief Bill Would Mainly Subsidize Healthcare For The Rich. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Post (2/27, 7.45M), Brian Blase, former special assistant to President 
Trump at the National Economic Council, wrote, “Democrats’ holy grail is reducing income inequality. So it’s 
ironic that they are considering a bill io expand ObamaCare that will primarily benefit richer households and 
nealth-insurance companies.” Blase argued, “Once again, the Democrats appear ready to unilaterally pass a law 
that ratchets up our already unsustainable health-care spending, inflating health-care prices and health- 
insurance premiums. This time it would also worsen income inequality.” 


Biden’s Stimulus Package Could Trigger Billions In Cuts To Medicare, Other Programs: 
CBO. 


Fox Business (2/26, Henney, 3.06M) reported that President Biden's $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief bill “could 
automatically trigger billions of dollars in cuts to Medicare and other federal programs, according to new findings 
published by the Congressional Budget Office.” in a letter to House Minority Leader McCarthy, “the non-partisan 
agency estimated that Medicare would see a $36 billion cut, while up to $90 billion would be slashed from other 
spending programs.” That's “because congressional Democrais are using a tactic known as budget reconciliation 
to muscle through the aid package using a simple majority, allowing them to avoid a Senate Republican 
filibuster.” 

Also reporting is the Washington Times (2/26, Sherfinski, 626K). 


G20 Nations Concerned About Uneven Distribution Of COVID-19 Vaccines Globally. 


The AP (2/26, Barry} reporied, “The uneven distribution of vaccines beiween wealthier and poorer countries is a 
key concern of Group of 20 nations as leaders consider how to create even footing for recovery from the 
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pandemic both in economic and health terms, Haly’s economic minister [Daniele Franco] said Friday.” He said, 
‘Ne will not get back to our normal lives until the virus is eradicated in all countries.” Franco “added that the 
ministers and governors agreed on the necessity of a ‘bold and global response aimed at curbing the virus 
diffusion everywhere.” 


NYTimes: US Should Play International Role Boosting COVID-19 Vaccine Access In Low- 
Income Countries. 


In an editorial, the New York Times (2/28, 20.6M) emphasizes two claims: “the pandemic will not be vanquished 
anywhere until itis vanquished everywhere,” and that estimates suggest “only 7 percent of low-income countries 
had vaccinated anyone at all as of Feb. 18.” In this context, the Times examines how the US should engage in 
more vaccine-related diplomacy. The Times concludes, “President Biden has assured Americans that most will 
be vaccinated by the end of summer. He should also assure them that it is very much in their interest, for 
reasons of morality, common sense and national interest, to be at the forefront of the global war against that 
vicious litte spiked blob.” 


Indiana Health Officials Allowing Smokers On COVID-19 Vaccine Waitlists Over Teachers. 


Newsweek (2/26, Fallert, 2.67M) reported, “Indiana state health officials are permitting smokers on COVID-19 
vaccine waitlists over teachers, angering school professionals.” An Indiana State Department of Health 
spokesperson “said in an email to WISH-TV in response to the move’ that “according to the [Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention], smokers and people suffering severe obesity are at higher risk of severe illness or 
death and therefore can be considered for standby list,” adding, “We follow the CDC’s recommendations.” 


Biden Planning Virtual Meeting With Mexican President On Monday. 


The AP (3/1, Boak, Stevenson, Spagat) reports President “Biden is planning a virtual meeting Monday with 
Mexican President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador ~ a chance for the pair to talk more fully about [immigration], 
confronting the coronavirus and cooperating on economic and national security issues.” Lopez Obrador “has said 
he intends during the meeting to propose to Biden a new Bracero-style immigrant labor prograrn that could bring 
600,000 to 800,000 Mexican and Central American immigrants a year to work legally in the United States.” The 
AP adds that “Border Patrol agents are apprehending an average of more than 200 children crossing the border 
without a parent per day, but nearly all 7,100 beds for immigrant children maintained by the Department of 
Health and Human Services are full.” 

Reuters (2/28, Spetainick, Graharn, Daniel} reports, “Lopez Obrador is expected to ask...Biden to consider 
sharing part of the U.S. coronavirus vaccine supply with its poorer southern neighbor when the two leaders hold 
a virtual summit on Monday, U.S. and Mexican officials said.” 


J&J To Ship First Batch Of COVID-19 Vaccine To States On Monday. 


ABC News (3/1, Pereira, 2.44M) reports “Johnson & Johnson will ship the first baich of iis coronavirus vaccine to 
states and pharrnacies on Monday, just two days after the U.S. Food and Drug Administration gave Emergency 
Use Authorization.” J&J “said it planned to roll out 3.9 million doses to state and local governmenis based on the 
size of the local adult population as well as federal distribution sites and select pharmacies.” Unlike Pfizer's and 
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Moderna’s vaccines, “which require two doses for full immunization, the J&J vaccines only need one dose, 
according to the FDA.” 


Remote Learning Allowing Some Black Students To Thrive. 


NPR (3/1, Miler, 3.69M) reporis that for some Black studenis, “remote learning during the pandemic has offered 
an escape.” NPR says that for Black children, “learning from home has given them a chance to thrive.” However, 
“hat hasn’t been every student's experience. Between mental health struggles, limited Internet access and 
reduced child care options, distance learning isn’t working for a lot of families.” 


Eurofins Announces Launch Of Prescription-Free At-Home COVID-19 PCR Test. 


Reuters (3/1, Morland) reports “Eurofins Scientific announced on Monday the launch of a prescription-free at- 
home COVID-19 PCR test, as the French laboratories and diagnostics company eyed further growth.” Eurofins 
“said the nasal swab test could be ordered online for $99 or bought at pharmacies across the United States.” 
Eurofins “specified that although the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) had authorized the at-home test 
under an emergency use authorization, it had not cleared or approved the product.” 


Single Dose Of Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine Provides Significant Protection For Those Who 
Have Recovered From COVID-19, Studies Suggest. 


CNN (2/26, Howard, 89.21M)} reported, “Just one dose of Pfizer/BioNTech’s coronavirus vaccine can induce a 
strong enough immune response in people who have already had Covid-19 that it could protect from future 
disease, according to two new papers published in the journal The Lancet on Thursday.” One paper “found that 
in those who had a previous natural infection, vaccination increased their antibody levels more than 140-fold.” 
The second paper “found that peaple with previous coronavirus infection appeared to generate stronger immune 
responses to one dose of vaccine compared with those who had not been previously infected.” 


Sales Of Hemp-Derived Compound Are Booming In Several States Amid Questions Over 
Legality. 

On its front page, the New York Times (2/27, A1, Richtel, 20.6M} reported the rise of the chemical compound 
Delia-8-THC, which is extracted from hemp, “is a case study in how industrious cannabis entrepreneurs are 
pulling apart hernp and marijuana to create myriad new product lines with different marketing angles.” The article 
added that “entrepreneurs also believe they have found a way to take advantage of the country’s fractured and 
convoluted laws on recreational marijuana use,” but federal agencies “are still considering their options for 
enforcement and regulation.” Under federal law, “Delta-8-THC from hemp is not” outlawed, and “experts in the 
cannabis industry said Delta 8 sales had indeed exploded.” 


Florida Sees Flurry Of Marijuana Bills Proposed Ahead Of Legislative Session. 


The AP (2/25, Yoganathan) reported that Florida “could further broaden access to marijuana under a siew of bills 
proposed ahead of this year’s legislative session that include tweaks to medical cannabis rules and even 
longshot measures to legalize recreational use.” The bills “come alongside a separate move to put recreational 
use before voters as a state constitutional amendment in 2022, following the success of a ballot measure 
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approving medical marijuana in 2016.” The Make It Legal advocacy group “says it must collect about 200,000 
more signatures; 766,000 are needed to pul the issue before voters.” 


Scientists Say Early Signs Of Alzheimer’s Disease And Parkinson’s Disease May Be Visible 
In The Eyes. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Brown, 10.52M) reported scientists are studying how Alzheimer’s disease and 
Parkinson’s disease can change the retina, which “contains layers of neurons that seem to experience 
neurodegenerative disease along with their cousins inside the skull.” As a result, clinicians may be able to 
diagnose these diseases earlier by analyzing pictures of the retina. The Washington Post added, “Catching the 
warning signs of neurodegenerative disease earlier could give patients more time to plan for the future — whether 
that's making caregiving arrangements, spending more time with family or writing the Great American novel.” 


Humanity’s Existence Threatened By Falling Sperm Counts Due To Chemical Exposures, 
Epidemiologist Contends In New Book. 


USA Today (2/27, Hauck, 12.7M} reported, “Humanity is facing not only a coronavirus pandemic and a climate 
crisis, its existence is also threatened by falling sperm counts due to chemical exposures, a new book authored 
by a prominent epidemiologist,” warns “Shanna Swan, an environmental and reproductive epidemiologist at the 
leahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York.” In fact, “sperm counts among men in North America, 
Europe, Australia and New Zealand declined more than 59% between 1973 and 2011, according to a meta- 
analysis Swan co-authored” four years ago, and “al the current rate, half of men in those countries would have 
no sperm by 2045, while many others would have very low counts, Swan told USA TODAY Saturday.” Swan’s 
book “argues chemicals pervasive in our world are interfering with the hormones in our bodies and contributing to 
adverse reproductive health outcomes in men and women.” 


Virginia Joins Small Number Of States Working To Modernize Laws Criminalizing HIV 
Exposure. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Schmidt, 10.52M) reported, “At the height of the AIDS epidemic, as fear and 
misinformation about the disease swept across the country, staie legislators passed a flurry of laws that 
criminalized attempis to knowingly expose people to HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.” According to the Post, 
“many of these laws are still on the books, even as medical advancements have made it possible for people with 
HIV to live full lives and prevent transmission.” Various “health officials, including at the CDC, say these laws are 
causing more harm than good.” Now, the state of “Virginia is joining a small but growing number of states 
seeking to modemize these laws.” 


Georgia House Passes Bill That Requires Physicians, Dentists To Undergo Sexual 
Misconduct Training. 


The AP (2/28) reported, “Doctors in Georgia could soon be required fo undergo sexual misconduct training under 
a bill that passed the state House on Friday.” The bill “would require that physicians and dentists undergo a one- 
lime training on sexual misconduct that lasis at least three hours,” and “that medical schools build sexual 
misconduct training into their curriculum.” 
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Cigna Agrees To Buy Telehealth Provider MDLive For Undisclosed Amount. 


Bloomberg (2/26, Tozzi, 3.57M) reported that Cigna “has agreed to buy MDLive, a closely held telehealth 
provider, to expand the health-care giant's virtual care offerings, the companies said Friday.” The deal “is 
expected to close in the second quarier of 2021. No terms were disclosed.” Also reporting were FierceHealthcare 
(2/26, Minemyer, 150K}, Forbes (2/26, Japsen, 10.33M), MedCity News (2/26, Vaidya}, and STAT (2/26, 
Brodwin, 262K). 


Bipartisan Bills To Reform Telehealth, Coordinate SDOH Gain Support In Congress. 


Healthcare IT News (2/26, Miliard, 2K} reported that different pieces of legisiation “supporting expansion of 
technology-enabied access to care were the focus on Capitol Hill this week, with bipartisan bills that provide 
funding for connected social care networks and call for telehealth requlatory reform gained support on separate 
tracks.” The Leveraging Integrated Networks in Communities (LINC) to Address Social Needs Act “would offer 
one-time seed funding for states to help establish communication between social service providers and 
healthcare organizations for referral, capacity management, and outcome tracking between social service 
providers and healthcare organizations.” On Tuesday, “meanwhile, Senators Tim Scott, R-South Carolina, Brian 
Schatz, D-Hawaii, and Jeanne Shaheen, D-New Hampshire, reintroduced the Telehealth Modernization Act.” 


People Who Smoke Even Occasionally Are 27% More Likely To Suffer Certain Type Of 
Stroke Than Nonsmokers, Research Indicates. 


The Washington Post (2/26, Searing, 10.52M) reported, “People who smoke even occasionally are more likely 
than nonsmokers to have a serious type of stroke caused by a ruptured blood vessel ~ 27 percent more likely if 
they smoke up to 20 packs a year, according to research published in the journal Stroke.” According to the CDC, 
“the average American smoker...smokes 14 cigareties daily, which means about 255 packs a year.” 


Due To Lack Of Information, Dozens Of E-Cigarette Users No Longer Able To Continue 
Participation In Juul Litigation, Court Rules. 


Bloomberg Law (2/26, Barash, Subscription Publication, 4K) reported in a paywalled article, “Some 84 current 
and former electronic cigaretie users who failed to provide required fact sheets about themselves can’t continue 
to participate in consolidated federal litigation alleging Juul Labs Inc. falsely advertised to teens, a federal court in 
California ruled.” These “cases were previously dismissed without finality, but Juul asked the court to convert the 
dismissals and make them permanent.” 


Charleston County School District Files Suit Against Juul. 


The Charleston (SC) Post and Courier (2/26, Parker, 299K) reported, “Charleston County Schoo! District is 
joining a growing number of school systems and other groups resorting to legal action to stop the spread of e- 
cigarettes among teenagers.” Officials from the district “filled suit independently on Feb. 25, accusing Juul Labs, 
which is part of Philip Morris USA's Altria Group, of purposefully marketing a dangerous product to children and 
seeking monetary relief.” A February 2020 CDC “report found more than 2,800 people across the couniry were 
hospllalized because of lung complications tied to e-cigarettes, with 68 deaths.” Further, “findings published by 
the FDA in April 2020 warned against using any vape products containing vitamin E acetate or similar additives.” 
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Boulder County Public Health Holding Virtual Meeting To Discuss Secondhand Smoke 
Protections. 


The Longmont (CO) Times-Call (2/26, Fryar) reported, “Boulder County Public Health Is inviting people who 
reside or own 4 business in unincorporated Boulder County to join county health officials in a Monday night 
virtual meeting to discuss secondhand smoke protections.” Officials from Public Health “said the health 
department's Tobacco Education and Prevention Program needs the feedback from those unincorporated-county 
residenis and businesses about a set of updates to county smoking restrictions inside, and immediately outside, 
the entrances to businesses and publicly accessed facilities located outside Boulder Couniy’s cities and towns.” 


E-Cigarettes Help Smokers Quit Traditional Cigarettes, Public Health England Study 
Suggests. 


Inside Sources (2/28, McGrady) reports a new study by Public Health England “adds to the growing mountain of 
evidence thal vaping, e-cigaretites, and ‘heat-not-burn’ alternatives are effective tools for getting cigarette 
smokers to quit,” and “reconfirms that health risks from vaping are 95 percent lower than traditional combustible 
cigarettes.” The study also “found more than 50,000 smokers stopped smoking in 2017 through the aid of a 
vaping product,” even though 38% “of smokers still erroneously believe vaping is as harmful as traditional 
smoking” and 15% believe it is more harmful. 


Opinion: Menthol Cigarettes Driving African-American Health Disparities. 


Theresa Zubretsky, community engagement coordinator for Capital District Tobacco-Free Communities, writes in 
the Albany (NY) Times Union (2/28, 315K} on the “African American men and women battling tirelessly to end 
the death and disease” brought by the “tobacco industry's relentless and targeted marketing of menthol 
cigarettes to the Black community.” Zubretsky argues that menthol cigarettes are a “significant contributor’ to 
health disparities in heart disease, cancer, and stroke, citing a 2013 Food and Drug Administration report 
showing “that the cooling and anesthetic effect of menthol allows smokers to inhale more deeply and hold the 
smoke in the lungs longer.” She concludes that it is “long past time to end the sale of menthol-flavored tobacco 
products.” 


Administration Does Not Have To Wait On Lawmakers To Make Buprenorphine Prescription 
Rule Changes Permanent, Report Says. 


Forbes (2/28, 10.33M) contributor Graison Dangor says buprenorphine, “a key treatment for opioid addiction, will 
become harder to prescribe once temporarily rules for telehealth expire, but a new report says that ihe Biden 
administration can make the change permanent without Congress.” The decision to loosen buprenorphine 
prescription “rules is pegged to the Secretary of Health and Human Services’ declaration on a public health 
emergency.” Congress has the ability io “pass legislation making the changes permanent,” but the Biden 
Administration “does not have to wait for Congress to act, according io a report released Tuesday by researchers 
at George Washington University.” The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration is 
mentioned, 


Global Health News 
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UK To Test Children For COVID-19 As Part Of School Reopening Plan. 


The Hill (2/28, Choi, 5.69M) reports British officials announced Sunday that “families with school children will be 
given free coronavirus test kits beginning on March 8 as part of the country’s school reopening plan.” The tests 
will be provided bi-weekly and “regardless of whether or not someone is experiencing symptorns.” UK Education 
Secretary Gavin Williamson explained testing the children will provide “another layer of reassurance fo parents 
and education staff that schools are as safe as possible.” 


South Africa Agrees To J&J COVID-19 Vaccine Deal, Will Ease Restrictions. 


Reuters (2/28, Winning) reports South African President Cyril Ramaphosa said on Sunday that the country has 
agreed to acquire 11 million units of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine, and will ease restrictions due to 
declining cases. The country’s “cases have fallen below 2,000, from a peak above 20,000 last month during a 
second wave of infections.” Additionally, Ramaphosa expects “2.8 million of the J&J doses...delivered in the 
second quarter, with the rest spread throughout the year.” 


Philippines Begins Administering Sinovac Vaccine. 


Bloomberg (3/1, Calonzo, 3.57M)} reports the Philippines on Monday began administering COVID-19 
vaccinations “using Sinovac Biotech Lid. doses donated by China,” while “planning to further reopen the 
economy that suffered its worst slump last year once inoculations pick up.” The country “is among the last in the 
region to begin inoculations against Covid-19, with Malaysia and Thailand starting days before, while Singapore 
and Indonesia even earlier.” It also “has the second-worst outbreak in Southeast Asia, with daily infections rising 
above 2,000 again in the past days.” 

However, Reuters (3/1, Lema, Morales) reports the country “has a challenge not only to ensure supply of 


vaccines, but to convince its people to take them, amid concerns over safety.” 
Also reporting is the AP (2/28, Gomez). 


EU Countries Struggling To Secure More COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The New York Times (2/28, Stevis-Gridneff, 20.6M) reporis European nations are “trading with one another, 
weighing purchases frorn Russia and China, and fielding offers from middlemen ranging from real to outright 
frauds” as they seek to acquire more COVID-19 vaccine doses. Due to the increasing competition, “an immense 
black — or at least gray — market has arisen, with pitches from around the world at often exorbitant prices.” 
What's more, stumbles in early rollout efforts “have turned vaccine politics toxic,” with former member Britain 
“forging ahead with its vaccination and reopening plans, while E.U. societies remain under lockdown amid a new 
surge of dangerous variants, their economies sinking deeper into recession.” 


Mexican State Eases COVID-19 Restrictions Ahead Of Spring Break. 


The Washington Post (2/26, McMahon, 10.52M) reported, “The Mexican siate of Quintana Roo is softening its 
coronavirus restrictions following a decrease in confirmed covid-19 cases in the area, officials announced 
Thursday on Twitter.” The whole “state, which includes the major tourist destinations of Cancun, Tulum and 
Piaya del Carmen, will begin to permit hotels, restaurants, shops, theaters and theme parks to operate at 6O 
percent capacity next week.” Prior “limits on hotel and restaurant capacities were 30 percent.” The change 
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comes just before the region’s “busy spring break season and despite the Centers for Disease Contro! and 
Prevention’s January warning for Americans not to visit Mexico because of ‘very high’ levels of the coronavirus.” 


Panama Agrees To Buy 2M Additional Doses Of Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (2/28, Moreno) reports Panama’s Health Ministry on Sunday “authorized the purchase of nearly 2 million 
shots of Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine for close to $24 million,” in addition to the 3 million doses the country has 
already agreed to purchase. The country “has so far received three shipments of the Pfizer Inc/BioNtech vaccine 
with nearly 158,000 doses, and is also due to receive vaccines through the World Health Organization's COVAX 
program.” 


India Expands Vaccination Campaign To Elderly, People With Medical Conditions. 


The AP (2/28, Ghosal) reports India has expanded its COVID-19 vaccination program to include “people older 
than 60, as well as those over 45 who have ailmenis such as heart disease or diabetes that make them 
vulnerable to serious COVID-19 illness.” The doses will be distributed “for free at government hospitals and will 
also be sold at over 10,000 private hospitals at a fixed price of 250 rupees, or $3.40, per shot.” 


Russian Scientists Say Sputnik V Vaccine Performs Well Against Coronavirus Mutations. 


Reuters (2/27, lvanova) reporied, “A Russian tral testing the effectiveness of revaccination with the Sputnik V 
shot to protect against new mutations of the coronavirus Is producing strong results, researchers said on 
Saturday.” President Viadimir Putin recently “ordered a review by March 15 of Russian-produced vaccines for 
their effectiveness against new variants spreading in different parts of the world.” The results, which will be 
published soon, offer “the first indication of how the tests are going.” 


Experts Concerned About Pope Francis’ Visit To Iraq Amid COVID-19 Surge. 


The AP (2/28, Winfield, Kullab) reports, “Infectious disease experts are expressing concern about Pope Francis’ 
upcoming trip to iraq, given a sharp rise in coronavirus infections there, a fragile health care system and the 
unavoidable likelihood that Iraqis will crowd to see him.” For now, “no one wants to tell Francis to cail it off, and 
the Iraqi government has every interest in showing off its relative stability by welcoming the first pope to the 
birthplace of Abraham.” 


Germany Imposes Restrictions On Travelers Arriving From Border With Northeastern 
France. 


The AP (2/28, Jordans) reports, “Germany announced Sunday that travelers from France's northeastern Moselle 
region will face additional restrictions because of the high rate of variant coronavirus cases there.” 


Growing Concern About Pandemic’s Mental Health Impact On Children In Germany. 


The AP (2/27, Grieshaber} reported, “Psychiatrists, psychologisis and pediatricians in Germany have voiced 
growing alarm that school closings, social restrictions and other precautions are magnifying the fear, disruption 
and stress of the pandemic among Germany’s 13.7 million children and teenagers, raising the prospect of a 
future mental health crisis.” Recent survey data from the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf 
indicates “that about one child in three is suffering from pandermic-relaied anxiety or depression or is exhibiting 
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psychosomatic symptoms like headaches or sitornach aches.” Moreover, “children from poorer and immigrant 
families are disproportionately affected, according to the survey.” 


israel Plans To Vaccinate Tens Of Thousands Of Palestinians. 


The AP (2/28, Federman) reports, “israel on Sunday announced plans to vaccinate tens of thousands of 
Palestinians who work inside israel and tis West Bank settlemenis, at a time of vast disparities in access to 
vaccines between the Israeli and Palestinian populations.” 

The Washington Post (2/28, Hendrix, Rubin, Brulllard, 10.52M) says as “Israel’s fastest-in-ihe world vaccine 
campaign...reached half its clizens as of Sunday,” the country is showing “how mass inoculation can bend the 
trajectory of the coronavirus pandemic.” 

Wall Street Journal (2/28, Schwariz, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)}, Bloomberg (2/28, Hodali, 3.57M), 
Reuters (2/28, Ayyub), and The Hill (2/28, Bowden, 5.69M) also report. 


Mexico’s COVID-19 Death Toll May Exceed 220,000. 


The AP (2/27) reported that in Mexico, “excess death statistics, which have not been updated since the end of 
2020, suggest the real death toll is probably well over 220,000 even before the surge of cases in January.” 


Canada Approves AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The New York Times (2/26, Austen, 20.6M) reported, “Canada’s drug regulator authorized the AstraZeneca 
vaccine on Friday as well as a version of it developed by the Serum Institute of India.” 

According to Reuters (2/26, Martell, Gordon), “Canada has ordered 20 million doses of the vaccine from 
AstraZeneca, and is due to receive 1.9 million through COVAX.” The initial 500,000 doses are expected to arrive 


this week. 
The AP (2/28, Gilles}, Bloomberg (2/26, Bolongaro, 3.57M), The Hill (2/26, Willlams, 5.69M), and Politico 
(2/26, Blatchford, Allan, 6.73M) also reported. 


US Praises Tanzania For Acknowledging COVID-19 Resurgence. 

The AP (2/26, Anna) reported US Ambassador Donald Wright “praised Tanzania on Friday for finally 
acknowledging the resurgence of COVID-19 after claiming for months it had defeated the pandemic through 
prayer.” Wright said, “It has become clear that the virus variant has arrived in Tanzania. ... !ve been encouraged 
by recent statements from the Ministry of Health acknowledging COVID-19 as a public health priority in Tanzania 
and urging citizens to take basic precautions.” However, the AP added that Wrighi “urged the country to share 
infection data and accept vaccines.” 


Ivory Coast Becomes Second Country To Get COVID-19 Shots From COVAX Program. 


The AP (2/26, N'gotta) reported, “Ivory Coast on Friday became the second country in the worid to receive a 
shipment of COVID-719 vaccines from the global COVAX initiative, with 504,000 doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine made by the Serum Institute of India.” 

Also reporting were Bloomberg (2/26, Bassompierre, 3.57M) and Reuters (2/28). 


England To Provide All Households With School Children Weekly COVID-19 Tests. 


GADB0000001361 


Reuters (2/27, Davey) reporied, “All households in England with school or college aged children will be offered 
two rapid COVID-19 tests per person per week to support the government's priorily to get young people back in 
the classroom, the health ministry said on Sunday.” 


Australia Receives 300,000 Doses Of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuiers (2/27, Kelly} reported, “Australia received 300,000 doses of the AstraZeneca PLC vaccine on Sunday, 
more than doubling the amount of all vaccines shipped to the country so far and allowing the government to 
ramp up its COVID-19 immunisation drive.” 


More Than 20 Million People In UK Have Received First COVID-19 Vaccine Dose. 


Reuters (2/28, Schomberg) reports, “More than 20 million people across the United Kingdom have now received 
their first COVID-19 vaccine shot, daia showed on Sunday as the country made more progress with Europe's 
fastest vaccination programme.” 


New Zealand Imposes Seven-Day Lockdown On Auckland. 


Reuters (2/28, Kelly) reports that a new seven-day lockdown in Auckland announced late on Saturday by New 
Zealand “Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern was prompted by the case of a person who had been infectious for a 
week but not in isolation.” She said, “It is more than likely there will be additional cases in the community.” Ardem 
later said, “Despite our best efforts to date, recent cases have gone to work when they shouldn’t have,” adding 
that there will be “police action over breaches of the rules on self-isolating.” 

Reuters (2/27) reported in a separate, earlier article. 


Philippines Receives First Shipment Of Sinovac’s COVID-19 Vaccine From China. 


Reuters (2/28, Cruz) reports, “The Philippines received its initial batch of [Sinovac’s] COVID-19 vaccine doses on 
Sunday in a shipment donated by China...but President Rodrigo Duterte will not be arnong the first to be 
vaccinated.” However, “Duterte, who turns 77 next month, told a news briefing that, though he wants to be 
vaccinated, his doctor wants a different Chinese brand of vaccine for him.” The leader's “comment emphasises 
the lack of support the Philippines’ faces as it launches Its inoculation drive.” A poll “showed that less than a third 


of Filipinos are willing to be vaccinated because of perceptions over potential side-effecis.” 


Romania Ships First Donation Of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine To Moldova. 


Reuters (2/27, Marinas, Tanas) reported, “Romania shipped its first donation of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine to neighbouring Moldova on Saturday to allow Moldova to start vaccinating frontline medical workers.” 
Both “Moldova and neighbouring Ukraine, two of Europe’s poorest countries, have lagged behind the rest of the 
continent in the scramble for vaccines and welcomed donations from friendly governments.” 


Several German States Call For Unused AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Be Given 
To Younger People. 


Reuters (2/28, Schueize) reports, “Several German states called on Sunday for unused AstraZeneca coronavirus 
vaccines io be given to younger people, as worries about side effecis and efficacy, as well as a recommendation 
it be used only for under 65s, have meant low take-up of available doses.” Recenily, “the German health ministry 
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said...it had administered only 15% of the AstraZeneca shots it has available, confirming concerns that Germans 
were being selective, slowing vaccination efforts.” 


Vietnam Plans To Buy 150M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


Reuters (2/27, Vu, Nguyen, Kolodyazhnyy) reported, “Vietnam plans to acquire 150 million doses for its COVID- 
19 vaccination programme, as the health ministry said a medical panel had recommended if approve Russia’s 
Sputnik V vaccine and the Moderna vaccine for use in the Southeast Asian country.” These “150 million doses 
will include both those directly purchased and doses obtained via the COVAX vaccine-sharing scheme, 
according to a ruling posted on the government's website.” 


Brasilia Governor Orders 24-Hour Lockdown Amid Surge In COVID-19 Cases. 


Reuiers (2/26, Boadle) reported, “The governor of Brazil's capital city, Brasilia, decreed a 24-hour lockdown for 
all but essential services on Friday to curb a worsening COVID-19 outbreak that has filled its intensive care 
wards to the brim.” 


South Korea Starts Reviewing Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 Vaccine For Approval. 


Reuters (2/26, Kim, Cha) reported, “South Korean has begun a review of Johnson & Johnson’s coronavirus 
vaccine after the U.S. pharmaceutical firm submitied an application for approval, the government said on 
Saturday.” 


Israel’s COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign Leads To Steep Drop-Off In Severe COVID-19 
Cases. 


The Hill (2/26, Wilson, 5.69M) reported, “A mass vaccination campaign in Israel that targeted older residents lec 
to a steep drop-off in the number of coronavirus cases requiring patients to go on a veniilator.” Prior to the 
vaccination campaign starting, “about six times as many patients over the age of 70 required ventilation io assist 
breathing as those under the age of 50.” Half way through “February, when more than 8 in 10 older Israelis had 
been vaccinated, that ratio dropped to just a 2 to 1 margin.” 


Debate Grows On Whether Olympic Athletes Should Get Priority Access To COVID-19 
Vaccines. 

The New York Times (2/28, A1, Keh, 20.6M) reports debate is ongoing whether Olympic athletes should get 
priority access to COVID-19 vaccines, in order to increase ihe chances the summer games are held this year in 
Tokyo. With this in mind, “A growing number of countries, a group as diverse as India, Hungary and Israel, have 
announced that they will push their Olympians to the front of their vaccination lines.” However, “ethics experts 
are split on the propriety — and the global health consequences ~ of Olympic line jumping.” 


COVID-19 Genomics UK Consortium Has Become Global Model For Analyzing Pandemic 


Genomes. 


Bloomberg (2/28, Paton, 3.57M) reporis that “the Covid-19 Genomics U.K. Consortium has become a global 
model for analyzing genomes for signs that the coronavirus is gaining power to spread — or to kill.” 
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Opinion: Brazil’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Painfully Slow Despite Country’s Prior Disease 
Control Success. 


New York Times (2/28, 20.6M) contributing opinion writer Vanessa Barbara writes that Brazil “has a 
distinguished track record of vaccinations and disease control,” but the country’s COVID vaccine rollout “has 
been painfully slow, inconsistent and marred by shoriages.” Barbara says from the start of the pandemic, 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro’s government “downplayed the seriousness of the pandemic.” Amid “public 
pressure,” his government “started to plan a vaccination program. But it focused on a single manufacturer, 
AstraZeneca, whose vaccine trials ended up taking longer than others.” Bolsonaro, Barbara concludes, “through 
ineptitude and malice, has squandered the couniry’s resources to ruinous effect.” 


British Airways Owner Calling For Digital Health Certificates For Passengers. 


NPR (2/26, Neuman, 3.69M} reported that International Airlines Group, “the owner of British Airways, is calling 
for digital health passes for passengers as a step toward getting airlines back in the sky after devastating losses 
due fo the COVID-19 pandemic.” On this front, “the International Air Transport Association recently said tis ‘IATA 
Travel Pass’ ~ a smartphone app that verifies that a passenger has had a negative coronavirus test or has been 
vaccinated “ should be ready ‘within weeks.” Vinoop Goel, |ATA’s regional director of airports and extemal 
relations, explained, “The key issue is one of confidence. ... Passengers need to be confident that the testing 
they've taken is accurate and will allow them fo enter the country ... And then governments need to have the 
confidence that the tests is one which Is accurate.” 


European Commission Backs Away From Claim Apple Working With WHO On Vaccine 
Passports. 


Bloomberg (2/26, Delfs, 3.57M) reported, “The European Commission is backing away from claims that Apple 
Inc. is talking to the World Health Organization about developing vaccine passporis, an argument that its 
president, Ursula von der Leyen, had used to encourage governments fo take matters into their own hands.” 


Coronaviruses Identified In Southeast Asia, Japan Suggest Pandemic May Not Have 
Originated In China. 


The Wall Street Journal (3/1, McKay, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports at least four studies have 
identified coronaviruses related io SARS-CoV-2 in animal species in Southeast Asia and Japan, indicating thai 
these pathogens were more widespread than previously known. The Journal says these studies demonstrate 
why the WHO team investigating the viruses’ origins have suggested investigating other countries besides 
China. 


China Pledges 400,000 COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To Afghanistan. 


Reuiers (3/1, Sediqi) reporis, “China has pledged to deliver 400,000 doses of Sinopharm’s COVID-19 vaccine to 
Afghanistan, Afghan officials said on Monday, in a boost for an immunisation campaign begun last week.” 


Germany Coins Over 1,200 New Words To Describe Rules, Realities Of Pandemic. 
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The Washington Post (2/26, Beck, 10.52M) reported Germans have coined more than 1,200 words “to describe 
the rules and realities of life in the time of the coronavirus.” in German, “the rate and number of words added 
during the pandemic have no precedents in recent times.” 


UN Warns Over 16M People In Yemen Will Go Hungry This Year. 


The AP (2/28, Magdy} reporis, “A U.N. humanitarian agency on Sunday warned that more than 16 million people 
in Yemen would go hungry this year, with already some half a million people in the war-torn country living in 
famine-like conditions.” The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs “said the risk of large-scale 
famine in the Arab worid’s poorest country ‘has never been more acute,’ adding that the years-long conflict, 
economic decline, and institutional collapse created enormous humanitarian needs in all sectors.” 


Chinese Scientists Find Milder, Highly Transmissible Strains Of African Swine Fever. 


Bloomberg (3/1, 3.57M) reporis researchers at China’s Harbin Veterinary Research Institute “have discovered 
new strains of African swine fever that are milder but highly transmissible.” The strains “were found during a six- 
month surveillance of seven Chinese provinces last year.” Their findinas were published last week. 


AstraZeneca Reaches Deal To Market Junshi Bio’s Anti-PD-1 Cancer Drug In China. 


Bloomberg (2/28, 3.57M) reports AstraZeneca “has reached a deal with Shanghai Junshi Biosciences Co. to 
market the Chinese biotech firm’s cancer drug, the latest tie-up that sees a global pharmaceutical giant selling 
China’s home-grown cancer therapies.” The agreement grants AstraZeneca “the right to market Junshi’s antl- 
PD-1 cancer drug toripalimab for urothelial carcinoma across China, and for other cancer types in some areas, 
according to a news release from Junshi.” 


Under WHO Recommendations, Vaping May Be Banned In UK. 


The Daily Mail (UK) (2/28, Greep, 4.11M)} reports, “Vaping could be banned in the UK following 
recommendations set out by the World Health Organisation.” The WHO has laid “out plans to prohibit e- 
cigareties due to fears users could replace ingredients with other harmful substances, The Sun on Sunday 
reports.” 

The Daily Mirror (UK) (2/28, Coles, 439K) also reports. 


LULU A 


GOP Senators Seek To Sink Becerra’s Nomination For HHS Secretary. 


The Hill (2/26, Bolton, 5.69M)} reported that GOP Senate lawmakers “are setting their sights on Caltfornia 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra, President Biden’s choice to head the Department of Health and Human 
Services, as their next target in the battle over Biden's Cabinet.” They are “on the cusp of quashing Neera 
Tanden’s nomination to head the White House budget office,” and “are looking for their next scalp and see 
Becerra as a tough vote for Democrats.” Republicans contend “Becerra, a Democrat who served for 24 years in 
the House before becoming California’s attorney general in 2017, lacks the medical or administrative background 
needed to lead the nation’s health agencies in the midst of a pandemic.” 
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Progressive Groups Wondering Whether Biden’s Nominees Of Color Are Facing More 
Scrutiny Than Others. 


CNN (2/27, Reston, 89.21M) reported, “President Joe Biden succeeded in nominating the most racially diverse 
slate of Cabinet nominees in history.” However, “the slow and contentious process of gelling some of his top 
picks confirmed is leading progressive groups to question whether his nominees of color are facing a higher level 
of scrutiny than White male nominees of past administrations.” For instance, Biden’s pick for HHS Secretary, 
“Mavier Becerra, the son of a Mexican immigrant who became California’s first Latino attorney general, is facing 
questions about his qualifications...because he is not a physician — even though the previous HHS secretary, 
under President Donald Trump, Alex Azar, also was not a doctor.” 


Fact Check Concludes Becerra Sued The Feds Over A Contraceptive Mandate, And The 
Nuns Were Later Allowed To Join The Suit. 


CNN (2/27, Lybrand, 89.21M) reported that California Attorney General Xavier Becerra, President Biden’s 
nominee for HHS Secretary, “laced a good deal of criticism from Senate Republicans during his confirmation 
hearing last week over his qualifications, his stance on abortion and several lawsuits he took part in recently.” 
Becerra was accused of spending “an inordinate amount of time and effort suing pro-life organizations, like the 
Little Sisters of the Poor.” Becerra responded that he “never sued the nun - any nuns.” The article said Becerra 
and “several other state attorneys general did not originally file a lawsuit against a group of nuns, but did sue the 
federal government over a rule designed to exempt groups like the Little Sisters of the Poor from the 2011 
mandate that required employers to cover contraceptives for their employees.” Subsequenily, the nuns were 
allowed “to join the federal government as defendants in the case.” 


Variation In Prices Hospitals Negotiate With Insurers Is “Astounding.” 


The Philadelphia Inquirer (2/28, Brubaker} reports a federal rule now requires “hospitals to publish thousands of 
rates — long kept secret — that they have negotiated with insurers.” According to the Inquirer, “The goal is to help 
consumers shop for care. But the variation in prices is astounding.” The Inquirer adds, “Xavier Becerra, President 
Joe Biden’s pick to lead the U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Services, promised ‘robust enforcement of 
the rule before a Senate committee last week.” According to one expert, “federal regulators are telling consumers 
that after they find a price they should go to a Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services web site to find out 
the quality of a hospital.” 


Columnist Calls Ted Cruz’s Criticism Of Becerra “Ridiculous.” 


Doyle McManus writes in his Los Angeles Times (2/28, 3.37M) column that Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) “said 
something unusually ridiculous last week, even for a senator whose response to a disaster in his state was fo 
head for Cancun.” Elaborating on “why he plans to vote against confirming President Biden’s nominee for 
secretary of Health and Human Services, Cruz complained thal Xavier Becerra ‘has no background in virology.” 
McManus said “Becerra isn’t being nominated to perform surgery on members of Congress — or even to decipher 
viruses. He’s being hired to run federal health policy — to negotiate with other politicians, write regulations and 
manage a sprawling bureaucracy.” Therefore, his “resume as a longtime U.S. congressman followed by a stint 
as atiorney general of California looks pretly good.” 
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Op-Ed Says Opposition To Biden’s Nominees Is Not Based On Sexism Or Racism. 


Julie Norman, PAD, a lecturer in the deparimeni of political science at University College London (UCL) and 
deputy director of UCL’s Centre on US Politics, wrote in The Hill (2/27, 5.69M) that some “of President Biden’s 
Cabinet nominees are experiencing tough confirmation hearings in the Senate. Many Republicans and even 
some Democrats have voiced opposition to Office of Management and Budget (OMB) pick Neera Tanden, and 
nominees such as Deb Haaland for secretary of the Interior and Xavier Becerra for secretary of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) will most likely be approved by slim partisan margins.” Norman said these nominees are 
qualified people, “and depending on one’s politics, the opposition to their nominations is regrettable.” Yel, “even 
more regrettable is the assumption thai such opposition is based in racism or sexism, as some Democrats and 
activist groups have maintained.” 


Cruz Says Becerra Is Unqualified To Lead HHS Because He Is Not A Physician. 


Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) wrote in the Daily Caller (2/26, 375K) that what the US “needs in its next Secretary of HHS 
is someone with extensive healthcare experience who can continue the successful implementation of a 
nationwide COVID-19 vaccination program. Successfully achieving this goal is critical to ensuring that we 
eradicate this virus, and to get Americans safely back to work and children safely back into the classroom.” In 
spite of “the gravity of the healthcare crisis facing our country right now, President Biden has nominated a trial 
lawyer - someone who lacks the necessary experience and skills to serve as Secretary of HHS. That nominee, 
Aavier Becerra, is not a medical dactor and he possesses no medical training.” 


Biden Administration Forms Partnership With Businesses To Push For Safety Precautions, 
COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


Bloomberg (2/26, Wingrove, Shah, 3.57M) reported that on Friday, the Biden Administration said it had formed “a 
partnership...with national business groups to urge the private sector to reduce the spread of Covid-19 and 
encourage vaccinations.” According to White House adviser Andy Slavitt, the Administration “will partner with the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce; leaders of the Black, Latino and Asian business community; the Business 
Roundtable and the National Association of Manufacturers on the efforis.” This “campaign will urge businesses 
across the U.S. to require masks and social distancing, to reduce barriers to vaccinations and to offer paid time 
off and bonuses for employees who get vaccinated, Slavitt said.” 

NBC News (2/26, Pettypiece, 4.91M) reported that this “push comes as officials say they are seeing a 
troubling trend in the number of cases in the U.S. in recent days.” Following “weeks of declines, the number of 
new cases appears io be plaieauing at just under 70,000 a day and there has been a slight uptick in the number 
of deaths this week. CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said the agency is discouraging states from lifting 
restrictions at this point given the elevated nurnbers across the U.S.” 


US COVID-19 Hospitalizations, Cases, And Deaths Fail. 


(2/28, 6:21 p.m. ET, story 4, Duncan, 8.27M), Jericka Duncan reported on “good 
news on COVID’'s front lines. The number of people in hospitals with COVID-19 has fallen below 50,000 for the 


first time in nearly four months.” Cases “have slowed but” are “still nearing 30 million. And deaths have reached 
513,000." Lilia Luciano added the “mood” in California “is optimistic as COVID cases are starting to take a nose 
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dive. The number of Californians in the ICU hasn’t been this low since November but people are still worried 
about what is next.” Meanwhile, “California’s hospitalizations are down 65 percent.” Fatalities are “down 45 
percent in the last month, mirroring national numbers that may be leveling off.” Former FDA Commissioner Scolt 
Gottlieb said, “We have time to get a better toolbox for the fall to take care of the variants.” 


J&J Plans To Test COVID-19 Vaccine In Infants, Pregnant Women. 


The New York Times (2/28, Kolata, 20.6M) reporis Johnson & Johnson “plans to test its coronavirus vaccine in 
infanis and even in newborns, as well as in pregnant women and in people who have compromised immune 
sysiems.” According to the Times, “The bold plan for expanded clinical trials met with the approval of Dr. Ofer 
Levy, director of the Precision Vaccines Program at Harvard’s Boston Children’s Hospital and a member of the 
Food and Drug Administration advisory committee that reviewed the company’s vaccine data.” 


Governors Lift COVID-19 Restrictions Despite Spike From Virus Variants. 


The Hill (2/28, Sullivan, 5.69M) reports, “Governors across the country are lifting coronavirus restrictions, 
including mask mandates and capacity limits, despite warning signs ahead of a new spike from virus variants.” 
CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky “said at a White House briefing that data indicates recent declines in cases 
‘may be stalling’ in a ‘very concerning shift in the trajectory.” She added, “Now is not the time to relax 
restrictions.” 


Opinion: US Needs To Include Information From Agencies Like CIA To Spot Next Pandemic. 


In an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal (2/28, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), former FDA 
Commissioner Scott Gottlieb writes that the US will need to rely on information from outside the public health 
arena, including from intelligence agencies like the CIA, to detect early issues like the coronavirus outbreak in 
China. 


As Thousands Of Immigrant Children Flood Southern Border, Biden Comes Under Fire For 
Resumption Of Trump-Era Policies. 


The New York Times (2/26, A1, Jordan, 20.6M) reported that thousands of unaccompanied immigrant children 
“have been making their way to the southwestern border in recent weeks, presenting a new chailenge for the 
Biden administration as it strives to create a humanitarian approach to unauthorized immigration.” Most of the 
children, “who are arriving from Central America by the hundreds each day, are being placed under Covid-19 
quarantine for 10 days and then shuttled to shelters around the country — prompting complaints that President 
Biden is returning to one of the most controversial practices of the Trump administration, the extended detention 
of fim]migrant children.” In the last week, the Border Patrol “intercepted more than 2,000 young [im|migrants 
traveling without adults, most of them in their teens but some as young as 6.” 

Also reporting were the Washington Post (2/26, Miroff, 10.52M), CBS News (2/27, Montoya-Galvez, 5.39M)}, 
Fox News (2/26, Shaw, 23.99M)}, National Review (2/26, Evans, 798K}, the Wail Street Journal (2/26, Hackman, 
Subscription Publication, 8.41M), and the Washington Examiner (2/26, Giaritelli, 888K). 


Attorneys Hopeful Biden Task Force Will Resolve Issues In Immigrant Family Separation 
Case. 
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The San Diego Union-Tribune (2/26, 5871) reported thai a new Biden Administration task force “that will focus 
on reuniying [imlmigrant families separated at the border under Trump-era policies is expected to resolve many 
of the lingering issues being ligated in a landmark San Diego-based case, attorneys said in a hearing Friday.” 
Specifics “are still short on the Interagency Task Force on the Reunification of Families, which was created with 
an executive order on Feb. 2.” But Lee Gelernt, “lead attorney with the American Civil Liberties Union 
representing parents, told a judge he is ‘hopeful.’” 


Opinion: Stephen Miller Hypocritical In Accusing Biden Of Cruel Immigration Policy. 


in. an opinion piece for the Arizona Republic (2/28, 1.05M), columnist Elvia Diaz writes, “Stephen Miller burst into 
the national scene to declare the Biden administration’s immigration policies are cruel and inhumane. Can you 
believe it? The quy who masterminded ripping babies from their mothers, caging children and denying detained 
immigrants even a toothbrush is now accusing Biden of cruelty and inhumane treatment.” Diaz argues, “Miller 
lashed out at Biden not out of concern for foreign children fleeing persecution or starvation or both. He’s angry 
that the U.S. isn’t automatically shutting the door at them and return them to an uncertain fate that often has 
meant rape and death.” 


CDC Announces New Travel Restrictions For People Traveling To US From Countries 
Affected By Ebola Outbreak. 


The Hill (2/27, Lonas, 5.69M) reported the CDC “announced new travel measures for those coming to the United 
States from countries that have been hit with an Ebola outbreak.” Under the new measures, people traveling 
from the Democratic Republic of Congo or Guinea “will be redirected to six U.S. airports so the CDC can track 
and follow up with them.” 

Reuters (2/27, Maria Shibu, Singh) reported the CDC “said it was closely following’ the Ebola outbreaks in 
the two countries. Also reporting were CNN (2/27, Holcombe, Mascarenhas, Fox, 89.21M), CBS News (2/26, 
Erickson, Rangel, O'Keefe, 5.39M), and Axios (2/27, Knutson, 1.26M). 


Rand Paul Faces Criticism Over Trans “Gender Mutilation” Comments During Levine’s 
Confirmation Hearing. 


NBC News (2/26, Yurcaba, 4.91M) reporied, “Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., compared gender-affirming surgery to 
‘genital mutilation’ during confirmation hearings Thursday for Dr. Rachel Levine, President Joe Biden’s nominee 
for assistant secretary of health.” He made the comment while “questioning Levine about transition-related care 
for transgender youth when he said that ‘genital mutilation is considered particularly egregious because. ..it is 
nearly always carried out on minors and is a violation of the rights of children.” The article said LGBTQ rights 
advocates quickly “condemned Paul’s comments and praised Levine's testimony.” One expert “said Paul’s 
language was hurtful to Levine and all the trans peopie watching her hearing.” 


Columnist Says Rachel Levine’s Nomination Is “Historic” And “Necessary.” 


Monica Hesse wrote in her Washington Post (2/26, 10.52M) column that Dr. Rachel Levine, whom President 
Biden nominated to be assistant secretary of health, “came to her confirmation hearing prepared to politely 
discuss matters such as the covid pandemic, the opioid epidemic, behavioral health and racial disparities in 
medical treatment.” But Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) “seemed more interested in talking about children’s genitals.” 
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Hesse argued that “Levine’s nomination is historic’ and “necessary,” and “as Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.} 
pointed out at the beginning of the hearing, we should have a government that represents the vast breadih of 
humanity.” 


Commentary Says Rand Paul’s Comments During Levine’s Confirmation Hearing Reveal 
Misconceptions About Transgender Medicine. 


Sai Shanthanand Rajagopal, a researcher at the Center for Gender Surgery at Boston Children’s Hospital, and 
Henna Hundal, a public health graduate student at McGill University and a researcher at the Max Bell School of 
Public Policy, wrote in a STAT (2/26, 262K} op-ed that during “a tense exchange on Thursday during the Senate 
confirmation hearing of Dr. Rachel Levine, President Biden’s nominee for assistant secretary of health, Sen. 
Rand Paul exposed his lack of understanding about — or perhaps prejudice against — transgender youth.” The 
authors said, “Paul’s line of questioning reflects a wider set of misconceptions around transgender medicine — 
namely, that there is an epidemic of youth hastily undergoing sex changes that they later come to regret.” 


Hospitals Increasingly Billing Medicare Inpatient Stays At Highest Level, OIG Report Warns. 


RevCycle Intelligence (2/26, LaPointe) said a new HHS Office of the Inspector General report found “hospitals 
have increasingly billed inpatient stays at the highest severity level, causing concern about Medicare spending.” 
The analysis of Medicare Pari A claims from FY 2014 to FY 2019 “showed a nearly 20 percent increase in the 
number of inpatient stays at the highest - and most expensive — severity level during the period,” accounting “for 
almost haif of all Medicare spending on inpatient stays.” To address the issue, OIG recommended that the 
“Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) conduct targeted reviews of MS-DRGs and stays that are 
vulnerable to upcoding, as well as the hospitals that frequently bill them.” 


CDC Advisory Panel To Mull Whether People Who Have Recovered From COVID-19 Require 
Only A Single Vaccine Dose. 


Bloomberg Law (2/26, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reported that on Monday, the CDC’s vaccine 
advisory panel will mull “whether people who have recovered from Covid-19 have enough antibodies that they 
only need a single dose of Pfizer inc. or Moderna Inc.'s shot,” according to Nancy Messonnier, director of the 
CDC's National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. 


CDC Scientist: US “Nowhere Close” To Herd Immunity From COVID-19. 


CNBC (2/26, Miao, 7.34M) reported the US “is ‘nowhere close’ to achieving herd immunity from Covid, and more 
transmissible variants mean even more people will need to get vaccinated to reach it, a CDC scientist said 
Friday.” CDC epidemiologist Adam MacNeil said, “Currently we know that the majority of the U.S. population is 
not immune to SARS-CoV-2 and variants may cause this portion of the population that is not immune to 
increase.” In order “to reach the threshold of herd immunity while batiling new, more contagious virus strains, a 
higher proportion of the population needs to get vaccinated, MacNeil said at a Food and Drug Administration 
meeting.” 


National Front Page News 
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Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


New York Times: 


In Statehouses, Stolen-Election Myth Fuels a GOP Drive To Rewrite Rules 
Cuomo Is Accused Of Sexual Harassment By A 2nd Former Aide 
Vulnerable Inmates Left In Prison As Covid Rages 

Broadway Is Dark. London Is Quiet. But In Australia, It's Showtime. 
Washington Post: 

Libya Caught In Power Play 

FDA Backs Vaccine By J&J 

US Allies Hedge Bets After Era Of Trumpism 

Trump Looks To Cement Himself As His Party’s Future 


Climate Change Imperils A Lifeline 
Baron Put Mission First And Raised Post’s Profile 


Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News: 

ABC: FDA-J&J Vaccine; US-Vaccines; Biden-COVID Relief; Jamal Khashoggi Report; Severe Weather; Nigeria- 
Missing Girls; Arrest In Yale Student's Death; Lady Gaga’s Dogs Returned; Allanta-Plane Crash; Oakland-Theft 
Incidence; Antarclica-lceberg; Texas-Healthcare Workers Deliver Baby. 

CBS: Biden-COVID Relief; FDA-J&J Vaccine; US-Vaccines; Jamal Khashoggi Report; Biden-immigration Policy; 
Texas-Severe Weather; Montana-Car Crash; Lady Gaga's Dogs Returned; UK-Thomas Moore Funeral: 
California-Healthcare Workers; Chicago-Car Jackings: NASA-Mars Mission. 

NBC: FDA-J&J Vaccine; US-Vaccines; Expert Comments-Vaccines; Biden-COVID Relief; FBI-Capitol 
Investigation; US-Asian American Violence; DEA-Drug Cartel Manhunt; Jamal Khashoggi Report: Montana-Car 
Crash; Tiger Woods-Recovery; Lady Gaga’s Dogs Returned; California-Virtual Court Appearance Controversy; 
NFL Player Helps Man’s Recovery. 

Network TV At A Glance: 

Biden-COVID Relief — 7 minutes, 35 seconds 

Jamal Khashoggi Report — 4 minutes, 50 seconds 

FDA-J&J Vaccine - 4 minutes, 35 seconds 

US-Vaccines — 3 minutes, 50 seconds 

Montana-Car Crash — 45 seconds 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Jaf Olver: “But we're actually going to start right here at home, with New York’s governor, Andrew Cuomo, a 
man whose face, build, and general demeanor always seem to scream ‘business Frankenstein.” 


Jaf Oliver: “Underreporting nursing home deaths ~ you'd expect that less from a transparent democracy, and 
more from an authoritarian regime like North Korea, which to this day has yel to report a single case of 


GADB0000001361 


coronavirus. | assume their state media is claiming thai the virus was repelled from the country after Kim Jong-un 
breathed fire on it.” 


Joly Olver: “Even before the current scandals, there was something gross about Cuomo’s glee in his public 
adulation last year, from his constant appearances with his brother on CNN, to him co-signing on the term 
‘Cuomosexuals’ — the only sexual orientation, by the way, that it's completely acceptable to discriminate against.” 


Jaf Oliver: “Okay, the thing is, it's hard to follow the facts if the people in charge of those facts are actively 
withholding them from you. As far as advice goes, that's basically as useful as a bully saying ‘stop hitting 
yourself,’ in that in both cases, yeah, I'd actually really like to. The thing is, some [jerk] won’t let me.” 


eee acetic te tecaneviaientes 


White House Defends Passage Of Relief Bill Without Republican Support. 


CNN (2/28, Cole, Main, Roberison, 89.21M) reports on its website that the White House and congressional 
Democrats this weekend “defended the House's passage of President Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
package without any Republican support, arguing the Senate must now move quickly on the proposal to address 
the economic crisis caused by the pandemic.” 

Vice President Harris said in an interview on MSNBC’s Politics Nation = (2/27, 920K), “What we need to do 
is pass the American Rescue Plan so we can get the $1,400 checks to folks so we can save our small 


businesses, so that we can pass the child tax credit so that families can lift half of the American children living in 
poverty out of poverty. Let's extend the unemployment benefits. Let’s do all of these things, partnering together, 
so that we can get through this moment of crisis because I’m telling you, | have faith, | belleve in our ability to get 
through this and to be better on the other side, if we all work together to lift folks up and to lift ourselves up when 
we have the opportunity.” 

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki told CNN’s State Of The Union = (2/28, 7.07M), “l think there have 
been more Republicans in the House and Senate sitting in the Oval Office over the last month having a 


discussion, having a debate at times with the President about what they want to see in this package, what we 
can work together on, than perhaps over the last four years.” She added, “The President has been open to 
hearing good ideas. Hearing good ideas from Republicans and Democrats on how to make it better.” However, 
Psaki added the American Rescue Plan Act “is going to address is how we're going to help people bridge 
through this period of time, get them direct checks, reopen schools and get vaccines in the arms of Americans. 
We have not seen a substantive big proposal in response back from Republicans. This is the scope of the 
problem and the scope of the kind of package that we need to pass io address that.” 


On Fox News Sunday = (2/28, 1.14M), Psaki stated, “The focus of the package is getting direct checks to 
the American people, getting vaccines in the arms of Americans and ensuring that people who need help at this 
very difficult time can get it,” while also helping people and schools and businesses pian for the future. She 
continued, “This package is meant to of course provide immediate direct relief, but also provide a bridge to help 
us all get through this crisis.” Psaki added the White House has “noi yet reviewed” Senate Budget Chairman 
Bernie Sanders’ proposal for raising the minimum wage to $15 per hour, “but the President supports exactly what 
Senator Sanders does, which is increasing the minimum wage of the American people, for workers who are just 


GADB0000001361 


trying to make ends meet, and he thinks that’s long overdue. We are going io have to spend ihe next several 
days or even weeks figuring out what ithe best path forward is, but he’s committed to doing that.” 

Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI), on ABC’s This Week = (2/28, 3.08M), said, “We need to get the massive COVID 
bill passed and we know we'll have to do it without Republican support.” She continued, “It's on Republicans why 


we're having a hard time getting the COVID bill done in Congress, not across the country.” Hirono added, “I 
support raising the minimum wage in the COVID bill. That’s a huge pari of economic recovery, the people who 
are suffering most from the minimum wage, and what's happening In the pandemic are the essential workers, 
many of them are women and many of them are getting paid very low wages — $7.25 is $15,000 a year: that’s 
poverty level.” 

Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA), on Fox News Sunday. | (2/28, 1.14M), discussed some the criticisms about 
unrelated spending in the stimulus bill. Warner said, “Some of the things you referenced were invesiments in 


mass transit systems that around the country are about 90 percent down in terms of user ridership. | don’t think 
we ought to completely destroy mass transit during this nonuse during COVID. in terms of the $15 for 
corporations penalty, I'd be concerned there about those corporations then outsourcing that to smaller 
enterprises that wouldn’t be a penalty. I'm hoping in this package, we can narrow some of the checks fo those 
most in need and potentially put some broadband investment here. Broadband, | think, is absolutely linked to 
COVID.” 

Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE), on CNN's State Of The Union = (2/28, 1.19M), discussed the efforts to make the 
stimulus bill bipartisan. Coons said, “There were ten Republican senators who were the first senators to sit down 
in the Oval Office with President Biden. This bill has the support not just of 76% of all Americans, but 60% of all 
Republicans in recent polling. So as Senator Cassidy said, we should listen to our voters.” Coons added, “I think 
President Biden challenged us to do two things, to deliver relief to the American people to this ongoing pandemic 
and to find ways to work across the aisle. The urgency of this issue means that he’s moving ahead and we're 
moving ahead with this $1.9 trillion bill that has broad support amongst voters of all backgrounds and parties.” 

Sen, Sherrod Brown (D-OH), on NBC’s Meet The Press = (2/28, 3.16M), said, “! always like bipartisanship. 


it’s how | get elected in a state like Ohio, which is trending more conservative Republican. It’s how we get things 
done. This is a bipartisan plan that President Biden put out there and the House has passed.” He continued that 
the legislation has “overwhelming support among the public. Overwhelming support arnong Republicans on 
cutting the rate of poverty through an income tax credit and child tax credit in half, in opening our schools and 
putting money in people’s pockets with unemployment, with the $1,400. All those things are very bipartisan. Just 
because Senate Republicans don’t support it doesn’t make it partisan. Whai’s bipartisan is the public support for 
it to go big.” The Hill (2/28, Bowden, 5.69M) also reports Brown “pledged Sunday that Democrats would ‘find a 
way’ to pass an increase of the federal minimum wage.” 

While a nearly 2,100-word Washington Post (2/28, A1, Siegel, 10.52M) article reports that the Federal 
Reserve has been a “surprising ally” for the relief bill, with Fed Chair Jerome Powell “waving off concerns about 
an over-torqued economy producing long-feared inflation, saying the job market has a long way to heal before 
such fears are justified,” The Hill (2/28, Carney, 5.69M) reports the legislation is “facing a potential woodchipper 
in the Senate as lawmakers consider making changes to ihe mammoth bill.” 

in addition, the Wall Street Journal (2/28, Hughes, Duehren, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} says 
Democrats “face emerging divisions” in the Senate over the size of direct assistance checks and raising the 
minimum wage, and the Washington Times (2/28, Sherfinski, 626K) reports the Senate Republicans “who made 
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a $618 billion counter-offer to the White House said talks with Mr. Biden’s administration have essentially ground 
to a halt.” 

Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA), on CNN's State Of The Union = (2/28, 1.49M}, said he has “no clue” how the 
legislation “will come out of the Senate.” Cassidy added, “Republicans have not been involved. | Hstened 


to...Psaki talking about how we’ve been listened to. | started laughing. That is such a joke.” He continued the 
White House “pui forward a package which reflects the interests of the Democratic constituencies that elected 
the President. Yes, it has things for broader Americans, but much of it is only for those - $772 million for the San 
Francisco transit sysiem. Where did that come from?” 


Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL), on Fox News Sunday = (2/28, 1.14M), discussed what he would remove from the 
stimulus bill. Scott said, “That's pretty easy; boy, that’s pretty easy. Do we need to pay for bridges? It does not 
have anything to do with COVID. Do we need to pay for tunnels for Silicon Valley? | mean, if you look at what 
they're doing, if we're focused on COVID, let’s take care of the people who lost their job, let's help our 
businesses, let’s make sure that we have plenty of tests and make sure we have plenty of vaccines that get oui 
quickly.” He also criticized funds for state and municipal governments. 

Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH}, on ABC’s This Week. 


people’s hornes, that’s going to be popular but that doesn’t mean that this is the right bill. [t's $1.9 billion, more 


than half of it won't even be spent in this calendar year. How could it be about COVID relief? So, it just doesn’t 
make any sense.” He added that the bill has “a number of things...that have nothing to do with COVID relief. A 
bridge in New York. Hundreds of millions of dollars for the arts and so on. Things that have nothing do with 
COVID. Even the child tax credit won't occur until next year. ifs just not targeted.” Portman continued, “We have 
a Republican alternative, we've been talking with the President and people about it. We've gotten no response.” 

House Minority Leader McCarthy, on Fox News’ Sunday Morning Futures = (2/28, 1.3M), said, “It's just 
unbelievable. This thing is just so corrupt, so costly. And you look at it, #’s so liberal. Think about it for one 
moment. We have done five other COVID bills and every single one of those was bipartisan. The Biden 
Administration’s become the most partisan administration in modern history. We siill have a trillion dollars sitting 
out there that was supposed to be sent to the economy. The money in this bill for schools, 95 percent of it won't 
even go out this fiscal year. Two-thirds of it won't go out of until 2023. | mean, the real focus here should be 
putting back to work, back to school, and back to health. This bill does not do it.” 

Meanwhile, Fox Business (2/27, McFall, 3.06M) reported on its website that “frustrated” Rep. Paul Gosar 
(R-AZ) on Saturday “submitted an amendment that slashed non rellef spending and offered $10,000 stimulus 
checks instead.” In a statement, Gosar said that his amendment would “prioritize $10,000 stimulus checks to 
Americans most affected by COVID-19 and lockdowns,” but Democrats “instead...chose foreign aid, Big Tech 
transit, and Pelosi’s political priorities over direct relief to American citizens.” 


However, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D}, on CBS’ Face The Nation = 


(2/28, 2.6M), said, “Every county 
judge, executive, and every mayor across Kentucky, whether Democrat or Republican or Independent, they'll tell 
you they desperately need this assistance, that COVID has hit especially our localities in deeply impactful ways, 
and that this gives us the ability to make up for some of that harm. On the state level, this gives us an opportunity 
to stimulate our economy while not having to borrow and go into debt. i's whai every economist, atleast on the 
state level, would tell you is exacily where we should be.” He added, “We've gol a decision to make. Are we 
going to be FDR or are we going to be Herbert Hoover? Do we want to make the decisions to get us out of this 
recession more quickly, which benefits every family, Democrat or Republican?” 
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Bill Gates, on CNN’s Fareed Zakaria GPs = (2/28, 1.11M), said, “The government always has a hard time 
targeting exacily the people who are in need and particularly if you are designing programs very quickly. There is 
no doubt there is some number of people who really are still suffering. You know, say its 15 percent out there. 
The other 85 percent had the benefit of last year’s stimulus activities, and actually, the poverty rate is down, 
income levels are up. So if will be tricky when you want to move fast to be targeted. If you add this stimulus to 
the next round, the build back better, that makes at least a few commentators worry about inflationary pressure. 
So | know there is a lot of good things in the stimulus bill, and the build back better will have a lot of fantastic 
climate-related stuff in it. But | hope we can target it better. And we are definitely geiting to levels that those 
inflationary worries aren’t crazy.” 

sanders, Wyden “Abandoning” Plans To Use Tax Policy To Raise Minimum Wage, Sources 
Say. The Washington Post (2/28, Stein, 10.52M) reports that Senate Finance Chairman Ron Wyden and Senate 
Budget Chairman Bernie Sanders “are abandoning a backup plan to increase the minimum wage through a 
corporate tax penalty, after encountering numerous practical and political challenges in drafting their proposal 
over the weekend, according to two people familiar with the internal deliberations.” The Post adds the decision 
comes as “economisis and tax experts have said that the tax oullined by Sanders and Wyden could be easily 
avoided and difficult to implement, with large corporations able to reclassify workers as contractors to avoid 
potential penalties.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/28, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) editorializes that although efforts to raise 
the federal minimum wage coniinue, if “makes little sense in a country as large and economically diverse as the 
United States.” However, James Downie writes in his Washington Post (2/28, 10.52M)} column that since 
Democrats “are not inclined to fire the parllamentarian...or to overrule her” on including the minimum wage in the 
relief bill, their “only other option...would be reforming the anti-democratic legislative filibuster.” He adds this is “a 
tall mountain, but one Democrais should try to climb, because Americans deserve — and want — a higher 
minimum wage.” Downie says a $15 minimum wage is “more than good politics” and “more than good policy.” It 
is “a test of whether Democrats can deliver on the trust voters have placed with them to overcome Washington 
dysfunction and move the country forward.” 


Biden Revives Bipartisan White House Meetings. 


The Hill (2/28, Chalfant, Parnes, 5.69M) reports, President Biden has revived “bipartisan meetings at the White 
House that diminished under his predecessor, trying to find common ground with Republicans even as they 
remain far apart on issues related to the next round of coronavirus relief.” White House spokesman Michael Gwin 
said Biden is “glad to welcome lawmakers from both parties to the White House fo work towards finding common 
ground on the challenges we face, and he’ll continue to do so throughout his time in office.” The Hill adds, “The 
meetings are another example of a return to more traditional governing under Biden and he is expected to make 
them a reguiar occurrence.” But, “the real test will be whether that engagement yields any results.” 


Harris Lists Marshall Among Her Black Historical Influences. 


| (2/27, 920K) who was important to her 
“as a Black historic figure.” Among the figures the Vice President named was Thurgood Marshall. Harris said, “I 


Vice President was asked in an interview on MSNBC’s Politics Nation 


grew up, as you know, a child of the civil righis movement, my parents were active in the civil rights movement,” 
with the Vice President adding that Marshall, “together with Charles Hamilton Houston and Constance Baker 
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Motley, they understood the power they had as attorneys, as lawyers, to translate the passion from the streets io 
the courtroorns of our country.” 


Psaki Says President Supports “Independent Review” After Second Former Staffer Accuses 
Cuomo Of Sexual Harassment. 


Politico (2/28, Forgey, 6.73M) reports White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki on Sunday “said President Joe 
Biden supports an ‘independent review’ of the sexual harassmeni accusations leveled against” New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo (D) last week “by a pair of former aides — adding that ii was personally difficult for her to read the 
(2/28, 1.07M), Psaki 
said that the President “has been consistent that he believes that every woman should be heard, should be 


latest account of alleged misconduct by the governor.” On CNN’s State Of The Union Ea 


treated with respect and with dignity. Charlotte [Bennett] should be treated with respect and dignity. So should 
Lindsey [Boylan]. There should be an independent review locking into these allegations and that’s certainly 
something he supports and we believe should move forward as quickly as possibile.” 

On the CBS Weekend News = (2/28, 6:18 p.m. ET, story 3, Duncan, 8.27M) Ed O'Keefe described the 
President as “a long time ally of Cuomo.” According to The Hill (2/28, 5.69M), “Psaki’s comments come as the 


governor faces calls for an investigation into his actions as well as for his resignation from Republicans.” 

in addition, the AP (2/28, Matthews, Villeneuve) reporis a spokesperson for Senate Majority Leader said 
Schumer “has long believed sexual harassment is never acceptable and must not be tolerated, and that 
allegations should be thoroughly and independently investigated.” Fox News (2/28, Betz, 23.99M) reports on its 
website that House Speaker Pelosi “broke her silence Sunday almost 24 hours after a second woman brought 
sexual harassment allegations against New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, calling both of the women’s charges 
‘credible.” In a statement, Pelosi said, “The women who have come forward with serious and credible charges 
against Governor Cuomo deserve to be heard and to be treated with dignity.” Pelosi added, “The independent 
investigation must have due process and respect for everyone involved.” 

Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI), on ABC’s This Week © 
these kind of allegations of reprehensible, inexcusable behavior is to listen to the, mainly, women who come 


(2/28, 3.08M), said, “The proper response for any of 


forward because it takes great courage for them io come forward, to listen to them and then to do the appropriate 
investigation and corroboration of the allegations. In the case of Governor Cuomo, it seems to me that the New 
York attorney general would be the independent entity to conduct such an investigation.” The Hill (2/28, Bowden, 


5.69M) reporis Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) “joined the growing number of lawmakers from the state 
calling for Cuomo to face an investigation that is not initiated or controlled by one of his appointees.” 

Cuomo Agrees To independent investigation info Sexual Narassment Allegations. The New 
York Times (2/28, Rubinstein, 20.6M} says Cuomo on Sunday “sought to stem the growing political fallout over 
fresh allegations of sexual harassment, acknowledging that he may have mace inappropriate remarks that could 
‘have been misinterpreted as an unwanted flirtation’ to a young female aide during private meetings last spring,” 
which “seemed to reflect the gravity of’ the accusations “as well as the potential darnage that they could cause to 
Mr. Cuomo, a third-ierm Democrat.” The Times adds Cuomo “also repeaied his calls for an independent 
investigation of his own behavior, though the decision over who would oversee that inquiry has already proved 
torturous.” 

The Washington Post (2/27, Knowles, Wang, 10.52M) reporis Cuomo initially “selected a former federal 
judge to conduct the review, but a chorus of lawmakers quickly questioned the independence of that inquiry, 
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calling on the New York attorney general io step in.” The Wall Street Journal (2/28, Vielkind, Subscription 
Publication, 8.41M) reports New York State Attorney General Letitia James (DB) on Sunday “asked for an official 
referral from the governor before beginning an investigation,” but “said that Mr. Cuomo’s proposals for reviewing 
the allegations were unacceptable.” 

According to Bloomberg (2/28, Banjo, Yang, Larson, 3.57M), Cuomo’s office had “said on Sunday that the 
governor would allow James to select a ‘qualified private lawyer’ to conduct a review,” which “would be overseen 
by the attorney general and afforded the ability to call witnesses, subpoena documenis, and conduct a full 
independent investigation” Politico New York (2/28, Mahoney} reports Cuomo’s newest offer “came after New 
York’s top legislative leaders, both Democrats, made it clear on Saiurday nighi that they supported an 
independent investigation, and that governor's original proposal didn’t fit that description.” 

On ABC World News Tonigh F (2/28, 6:40 p.m. ET, story 3, Johnson, 2.71M), Stephanie Ramos said the 
investigation “comes after the New York Times published accusations made by 25-year-old former aide Charlotte 


Bennett. She reportedly says Cuomo asked her questions that were sexual in nature last spring, including 
whether she ever had sex with older men. According to the paper, Bennett reported the encounter tio Cuomo’s 
chief of staff, and told her parents and friends about it at the time. One friend asking if Cuomo had been physical. 
Bennett reportedly texting back, ‘no, but it was like the most explicit it could be.’ Cuomo says he ‘never made 
advances toward Ms. Bennett nor did | ever intend to act in any way that was inappropriate, and | trying to be a 
mentor fo her.’ Bennett's accusations coming the sarne week as another former aide, Linsey Boylan, who 
detailed allegations of sexual harassment including an unwanied kiss, something Cuomo denied in December.” 

Bloomberg (2/28, Beckwith, Clukey, 3.57M) says that less than a year afier his “bravura performances in 
daily coronavirus briefings led to talk of a presidential run,” Cuomo “finds himself facing multiple scandals and 
rumblings of a primary challenge.” Per Bloomberg, “The cascading incidents add to the political weight around 
Cuomo’s neck.” On NBC Nightly New = (2/28, 6:51 p.m. ET, story 3, Snow, 2.28M), Kathy Park said Cuomo is 
also “under investigation for the way he handled the crisis in nursing homes.” 


in addition, Politico New York (2/28, Mahoney) says the new allegations “certainly provide fodder for those 
hoping to take an immediate harder line against the governor,” and Axios (2/28, Goba, Treene, McCammond, 
1.26M) asserts they “are trouble for Democrats far beyond Albany and New York,” who will “now...nhave to show 
whether they walk the ‘#MeToo’ talk.” 

Karen Tumulty writes in the Washington Post (2/28, 10.52M), “It is starting to look as if the question will 
soon be not if but when New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo will be forced to resign.” Cuomo, “who uniil all of this 
began unraveling was seen as one of his party's top presidential prospects for 2024, is up for reelection next 
year and may seek to move past ail of this by declaring he will not run again. But | doubt that will be enough.” 
There are “growing calls” for Cuomo’s resignation, “though more prominent voices, especially feminist ones, held 
their fire after the first accuser surfaced.” Tumulty says those who have called for an independent investigation 
“are absolutely right, though there will no doubt be a round of whataboutism if the allegations are borne out. 
Democrats will point out that Donald Trump was elected and survived in office despite being accused of sexual 
misconduct by dozens of women.” A Wall Street Journal (2/28, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) editorial says 
Cuomo “deserves a fair investigation of the facis without a rush to judgment, even if he refused to offer others 
the same due process.” 


SCOTUS To Consider Federal Protections For Minority Voters. 
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The Washington Post (2/28, Barnes, 10.52M) reports the Supreme Court on Tuesday will consider “how federal 
law protects minority voters as states across the nation race to revamp their regulations.” The cases before the 
Court “involve two voting regulations from Arizona that are in common use across the country. One throws out 
the ballots of those who vote in the wrong precinct. The other restricis who may collect ballots cast early for 
delivery to polling places, a practice then-President Donaid Trump denounced as ‘ballot harvesting.” But, the 
Post says “the greater impact will be the test that the increasingly conservative court develops for proving 
violations of the VRA, as new laws are proposed and siate legislatures begin redrawing congressional and 
legislative disiricts following the 2020 Census.” 

The AP (2/28, Sherman) reports, “The high court’s consideration comes as Republican officials in the state 
and around the country have proposed more than 150 measures, following last year’s elections, to restrict voting 
access thai civil rights groups say would disproportionately affect Black and Hispanic voters. A broad Supreme 
Court ruling would make it harder to fight those efforts in court.” The New York Times (2/28, Liptak, 20.6M) calls 
the case the Courts “most important election case in almost a decade,” while a Wall Street Journal (2/28, 
Subscription Publication, 3.41M) editorial says the case “offers an opportunity to restore the Voting Rights Act to 
its original purpose.” 

Charles M. Blow writes in the New York Times (2/28, Blow, 20.6M) that “when it comes to voter 
suppression, ignoble intentions are always draped in noble language. Those who seek to impede others from 
voting, in some cases to strip them of the right, often say that they are doing so to ensure the sanctity, integrity or 
purity of the vote.” But, “the defilement against which they rail is the voting power of the racial minority, the young 
~ in their eyes, naive and liberally indoctrinated — and the dyed-in-the-wool Democrats.” Blow adds, “They can 
use all manner of euphemism to make it sound honorable, but it is not. This is an electoral fleecing in plain sight, 
one targeting people of color.” 

Scott Says Voting Measures Should Guarantee No Fraud. Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL), on Fox News 
Sunday = (2/28, 1.14M), discussed how several Republican state legislatures have introduced new voting 


restrictions. Asked specifically about the measures in Georgia, Scott said, “We need to create a process that 
people can get out the vole, but we’ve also got to create a process where there is no fraud. People should not 
feel that their vote is ever diluted, so should you have ballot boxes that are unmonitored, no. Should you have 
your vote in by election night, yes. Should you keep counting the votes once we see the results quickly, yes. 
There are some basic things we should do, but we should create a process where people get to vote, but make 
sure no vote is ever diluted.” 


Beshear Unconcerned About Disagreements Over Issues In Democratic Party. 


Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D), on CBS’ Face The Nation = (2/28, 2.6M), discussed the split in the 
Democratic Pariy between the progressives and moderates. Beshear said, “| believe our party, like others, has 


lots of different people with lots of different views, but the ability to discuss those in a way where we don’t make 
enemies out of one another is what's so important inside our party or for our country ai large. And people are 
passionate about the views they have. But we also have to be respectful of one another to make sure that whai 
brings us together isn’t who we dislike, but it's what we stand for. And so when those debates are occurring, if 
they're actually on issues, then we're moving in the right direction even if there is disagreement on those issues. 
Pm highly concerned that what is bringing too many people together in our country is who they dislike and not 
what they actually stand for.” 
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Wealthy Wisconsin Resident Facing Uphill Battle For Senate Nomination. 


The Wail Street Journal (2/28, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports the February 17th announcement by Alex 
Lasry, son of Milwaukee Bucks owner and major Democratic fundraiser Marc Lasry, thal he is running to unseat 
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-W1) has drawn rare bipartisan agreement from the National Republican Senatorial 
Committee and Wisconsin elected officials who portray Lasry as atternpting to buy a Senate seat. 


Trump Adviser Pierson Eyes Bid For TX6 Vacancy. 


The Hill (2/28, Wilson, Weaver, 5.69M)} reports former Trump sirategist Katrina Pierson may run for the US 
House seat left vacant by the death of Ron Wright (R-TX). Sources “said they expected Pierson to receive 
Trump’s backing,” which will be “a huge boost.” She will face off against Wrights widow, Susan Wright: former 
DHHS member Sery Kim: and state Rep. Jake Ellzey (R). In a text message to The Hill on Sunday, Pierson said, 
“There is a lot of exciternent about my potential candidacy. ... | remain committed to furthering the America First 
agenda.” She added that she will make her “final decision within the next 48 hours.” 


Serve America Movement Stepping Up Activities. 


Axios (2/28, Markay, 1.26M) reports the centrist Serve America Movement (SAM) organization “is running 
candidates in a handful of states,” including Virginia, Texas, California, lowa, Pennsylvania, and Florida in 2021 
and 2022. Former Philip Morris executive Charles W. Wall has donated about $3.4 million to the national SAM 
office, representing about three-quarters of its total fundraising. According to Axios, the “outsized financial 
influence” of Wall “underscores the challenge of overcoming extreme partisan rancor with a process-focused 
political movement.” Axios adds, “Centrist political movements generally draw more backing from wealthy and 
corporate interests than grassroots donors, who tend to be more ideologically driven.” 


Lawmakers Discuss Recall Effort Against Newsom. 


Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA), on CNN’s State Of The Union = (2/28, 1.19M), discussed the recall effort against 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D). Bass said, “| do think that it’s a threat. | think it’s very sad. | think it’s 


inappropriate. He does not deserve to be recalled. | believe that he has done the best he could. He's having 
difficulties in the state because you have places in our state where people are COVID deniers. | am hoping that 
the recall does not qualify. And if it does, we will do everything we can to defeat it.” 


Rep. Devin Nunes (R-CA), on Fox News’ Sunday Morning Futures © (2/28, 1.34M), said, “I think it depends 
on if the people in California actually begin to receive real information. lf they found out that the Speaker of the 
House was getting her hair done when other people couldr’t get their hair done during COVID, if they find out the 
governor was having certain places that were open while others were closed; some people were ealing outside 
while he was eating inside at one of the nicest restaurants in California, without wearing a mask, without social 
distancing. ... | think those types of issues if the independent voter, the people that don’t pay attention fo politics 
learn about the corruption of the Democratic party and Socialist party in California, | think as long as there’s one 
Republican that runs on the ballot, we'll have to rally behind one, | think they'll have a very good chance of 
winning.” 


Crist Considering Run For Florida Governor As A Democrat. 
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Politico (2/28, Fineout, 6.73M) reporis Rep. Charlie Crist (D-FL), who previously served as the siate’s Republican 
governor, is consulting with ailles on running for Florida governor as a Democrat in 2022. He is likely to face a 
competition for the nomination from Agricultural Commissioner Nikki Fried. Florida Democrats appear skeptical 
of Crist'’s success in unseating Gov. Ron DeSantis (R-FL), with newly-elected DNC member Thomas Kennedy 
quoted as saying, “| don’t think a former Republican governor — who has lost statewide before and, quite frankly, 
hasn't been at the forefront of the battles that have roiled this county in the last four years — is going to be able to 
take on what's going to be a really tough race.” 


NYC Democratic Organizations Staying Quiet On Mayoral Race. 


Politico (2/28, Goldenberg, Anuta, 6.73M) reports Democratic organizations in Queens, the Bronx, and Brooklyn 
all indicated they will decline “to get behind any of the contenders’ in the race for New York City mayor ahead of 
the June 22 primary. Politico says, “Given the messy landscape, the leaders have decided to focus on other 
elections this year: Surrogate court contests, City Council faceoffs and the race for comptroller.” South Brooklyn- 
based lobbyist George Fontas said, “An endorsement of one [mayoral] candidate at this juncture, when they're 
all viable candidates, could cause a major fracture in the county parties and they don’t want fo do that.” 
According to Politico “The abdication by the county parties — which at one time had viable organizations in three 
of the city's five boroughs ~ marks another demonstration of the local Democratic organizations’ recession from 
their once-powerful role at the center of New York City politics.” 


Trump Criticizes Biden Administration, Teases 2024 Bid As He Showcases Control Of GOP 
At CPAC. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/28, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports former President Trump in his speech on 
Sunday to the Conservative Political Action Conference “took aim at President Biden’s early moves on 
immigration and Covid-19, left open the prospect of another run at the presidency and cast himself as the GOP 
standard-bearer in the former president's first major public remarks since leaving office.” 

The Washington Post (2/28, Weigel, Scherer, 10.52M) reports the speech “before an ebullient 
crowd...marked Trump’s first political speech since leaving the White House.” According to the Post, “lt was 
staged as a public declaration of Trump's intention to play a dominant political role in controlling the GOP 
through the 2022 election — and to potentially set himself up for a third campaign for the White House.” Axios 
(2/28, Treene, Rummier, 1.26M) reports Trump said he will not start a third party because “we have the 
Republican party.” According to Axios, Trump “aims to cement himself as Republicans’ “presumptive 2024 
nominee” as his top contenders — including former members of his administration — face the challenge of running 
against the GOP’s most popular politician.” 

The New York Times (2/28, Haberman, 20.6M) also reports Trump “ominously listed the names of 
Republicans he is targeting for defeat.” The Times says he “read a sort of hit list of every congressional 
Republican who voted to impeach him, all but vowing revenge,” and he “took special care to single out” Senate 
Minority Leader McConnell and House Conference Chair Liz Cheney. The Times adds that while Trump 
“repeatedly” crilicized the Biden Administration, “many of the Republicans who spoke at the conference here said 
strikingly little about President Biden or the nearly $2 trillion stimulus measure the House passed early Saturday, 
which congressional Republicans uniformly opposed.” 
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On the lead CBS Weekend News = (2/28, 6:16 p.m. ET, story 1, Duncan, 8.27M)} segment, senior White 
House and political correspondent Ed O'Keefe said Biden “is home in Delaware for part of the weekend and 


aides said they don’t plan to respond every time Trump speaks out but the former President's political activity is 
unique.” On NBC Nightly New = (2/28, 6:45 p.m. ET, story 2, Snow, 2.28M), Kate Snow said Trump “broke with 
historical precedent, attacking his successor.” Kelly O'Donnell added, “That brazen criticism another breach of 


the past President's code that a new leader deserves silence for a lime to govern. But those norms never 
constrained Donald Trump.” 

According to the Orlando (FL) Sentinel (2/28, Lemongello, Gillespie, 599K), Trump “spent much of the 
speech criticizing the Biden Administration for its policies on immigration, energy and other issues, which he 
called ‘a destructive agenda,’ and said he would work to elect strong Republican leaders to regain control of 
Congress.” The Sentinel also reports Trump “called for eliminating early voting and mail-in ballots for everyone 
except the sick and citizens overseas.” 


in addition, the lead ABC World News Tonigh = (2/28, 6:32 p.m. ET, story 1, Johnson, 2.71M) broadcast 
highlighted that Trump “repeat[ed] his false claims of election fraud” while addressing the “largely maskless 


crowd’ at the conference in Florida, as does Reuters (2/28, Renshaw), which reporis he “repeated his fraudulent 


claims he won the 2020 election,” and USA Today (2/28, Jackson, 12.7M)}, which reports that “as he did before 
leaving office, Trump repeatedly made unfounded claims about his election loss to Biden, falsely declaring the 
system was ‘rigged’ against him, even though such claims were ciled as evidence of his guill in his Senate trial.” 

Fox News (2/28, Olson, 23.99M) reports on its website that while his speech was “the final address of 
CPAC, which began on Thursday evening,” Trump “was about one hour late for the start time of his speech.” The 
Hill (2/28, Choi, 5.69M) reports CNN and MSNBC “did not air’ Trump’s speech, but Fox News “and other 
conservative outlets such as Newsmax and OANN carried his remarks live.” 

Meanwhile, the New York Times (2/28, Plott, 20.6M) says the “defiantly pro-Trump mood at CPAC 
represented a culmination of a cycle that began in 2015, when Republican leaders publicly supported Mr. 
Trump’s nomination for president while privately presuming a landslide defeat and subsequent irrelevance.” 
Politico (2/28, Siders, 6.73M) says that based on the conversations that took place at CPAC, the GOP “has 
evolved into the party of precisely two ideas: re-liligating Trump’s defeat and seething over the de-platforming of 
the former president and his supporters.” 

Trump Says Ne Has “Tremendous” GOP Support For 2024 Presidential Sid. Trump was asked 
on Fox News The Next Revolution (2/28) about the chances he will run again in 2024. Trump said, “lf you look at 
whai just came out of the Republican Party, and even separately CPAC, if you look at the kind of numbers, the 
support is tremendous. But we'll have to see. Look, | got more votes than any sitting president in history, almost 
75 million votes.” 

Meanwhile, RNC Chair Ronna McDaniel, on CBS’ Face The Nation = (2/28, 3M), said Trump’s role in the 
GOF is “up to the voters, and the voters are saying overwhelmingly they agree with what President Trump did in 


office. As you see Joe Biden strip away energy independence and cancel the Keystone pipeline, as you see Joe 
Biden say, I'm going to prioritize opening our borders over opening our schools, opening our economies, when 
you see the vaccine rollout thai started under Operation Warp Speed in less than a year. These are the iypes of 
things that voters are saying they saw happen in the Trump administration and now they're seeing the Biden 
administration strip those things away.” She added on CBS’ Face The Nation = (2/28, 2.6M) that while she does 
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not know if Trump will run for president in 2024, “he’s committed to helping us win back majorities in 2022, which 
is, of course, what I'm focused on right now.” 

Trump Wins CPAC Straw Poll Buf Only 64% Support A 2024 Sid. The New York Times (2/28, 
Plott, Goldmacher, 20.6M) reports Trump “was able to celebrate being a winner again on Sunday, after he 
captured the 2024 presidential straw poll of the Conservative Political Action Conference, while Gov. Ron 
DeSantis of Florida finished first in a second 2024 straw poll covering a field of potential candidates that did not 
include Mr. Trump,” but “in a surprise bit of downbeat news for Mr. Trump, only 68 percent of those at the 
conference said they wanted the former president to run again in 2024.” The Times adds 95% insiead “said they 
wanted the Republican Party to advance Mr. Trump’s policies and agenda than endorsed him running again, 
even as the mere mention of Mr. Trump’s name earned loud applause throughout the three-day gathering of 
activists.” 

Some Republicans Vocally Critical OF GOP Adoration Of Trump. Politico (2/28, Forgey, 6.73M) 
reports Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA) on Sunday “warned that the GOP’s continued embrace of Donald Trump would 


cost Republicans elections up and down the ballot in the coming years, and predicted that the former president 
“We've got to win in two years, we've got to win in four years. If we do that, we’ll do that by speaking to those 
issues important to the American people, and there's a lot of issues important fo them right now, not by putting 
one person on a pedestal and making that one person our focal point. If we speak fo those issues, to those 
families, to those individuals, we win. That's where our focus should be.” He added, “If we plan to win in 2022 
and 2024, we have to listen to the voters. Not just those who really like President Trump, but also thase who 
perhaps are less sure. If we do, If we speak to the voters who are less sure who went from President Trump to 
President Biden, we win. lf we don’t, we lose.” 

Politico (2/28, Forgey, 6.73M) reports that Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL), the chair of the National Republican 
Senatorial Commitee, on Sunday “declined to call the GOP the party of former President Donald Trump and 
acknowledged...Biden was ‘absolutely’ the legitimate winner of the 2020 White House race.” However, USA 
Today (2/28, Brown, 12.7M) says Scott was among the Republican lawmakers who “objected to the official 
Electoral College voie count on Jan. 5,” and he “still said that claims of widespread voter fraud should be 


appreciated as legitimate grievances.” On Fox News Sunda 
especially in Florida, almost every day and they're focused on what the Biden administration is doing. They don't 
like open borders, they don’t like killing the Keystone pipeline, they don’t like men-women sporting events. Those 
are things that bother peaple...so I'm going to make sure that in 2022, when we have our next elections, we are 
going to vote on job growth, secure borders, we're going to vote on supporting our law enforcement, school 
choice. That's where we're going to win.” 

The Hill (2/28, Choi, 5.69M) reports Sen. Rob Poriman (R-OH) on Sunday “argued that despite... Trump’s 
continued popularity among the GOP, the Republican Party’s ‘policies are whai’s even more popular.” On ABC’s 


This Week = (2/28, 3.08M}, Portman conceded Trump is “very popular among Republicans; the polling all shows 
that. | do think the policies are more popular and that’s why Republicans did pretty well in 2020, other than at the 
presidential level.” 

Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), on CBS’ Face The Nation = (2/28, 2.6M), said Trump remains a force in the 
GOP. Kinzinger added, “I think certainly he’s got a number of people that follow him and are motivated by him 


and compelled by hirn because there’s been no competing alternative vision. To win a narrative in a party, you 
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have to preseni a competing alternative narrative. When you only hear from Donald Trump and when people 
walk around in fear of his tweets or his comments or they use his fear to win reelection, of course he’s going to 
motivate people. Bul that’s why, when | launched Country1si.com with a ‘ist,’ that’s all about fighting for the 
narrative in the Republican Party for an optimistic, brighter future again; one we can be proud of, and one, where 
when we talk about things, we actually teach young people how to do politics in a way that we used to remember 
and appreciate.” 

in addition, Politico (2/28, Cohen, 8.73M) reporis Al Cardenas, the former head of the American 


Conservative Union, which runs CPAC, in a Sunday appearance on MSNBC “called this years ongoing event a 
coronation of...Trump,” and dubbed him “the great whiner.” 

Trumo-Free Republican Super PAC Formed. The Washington Post (2/27, Dawsey, 10.52M) reports 
allies of Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), including some of his advisers, are starting super PAC Americans Keeping 
Couniry First “to collect large sums of money to support Republicans willing to buck former president Donald 
Trump, the latest sign of the pariy’s deepening internecine war.” They will also create a related nonprofit 
organization to “build a grass roots army,” according to documents reviewed by the Post. Dan Eberhart, a 
Republican donor who has been critical of Trump, is quoted as saying, “Anyone with a stake in rebuilding the 
economy and addressing tough policy challenges is going to come down on the side of establishment 
Republicans.” 


Capehart Blasts Greene Speech Opposing Equality Act. 


Jonathan Capehart writes in the Washington Post (2/27, 10.52M) that Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene’s (R-GA) 
speech on the House opposing the Equality Act was “a five-minute transphobic tirade masquerading as 
feminism.” Capehart argues, “The Equality Act was made to protect me and other LGBTQ Americans from 
people like Greene, people who are always trying to reduce our lives to bedrooms, bathrooms or locker roorns 
rather than deal with the complex lives of real people who must endure their hatred.” LGBTQ Americans, he 
adds, “deserve equal protection under all the federal laws that secure the safety and dignity of ourselves and our 
families. Besides, we pay taxes and are part of the sturdy fabric of this nation, from your essential workers fo 
your secretary of transportation.” 


Copyright 2021 by Bulletin intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and focal television programs, radio broadcasis, social-media platforms and 
additional farms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin Intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, iInstagrarn and others, is subject to the respective platform’s terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NIH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.corn, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 
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* Hospital Group Decries “Slow Pace” Of US COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

* COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Has Reportedly Been Siow Inside Nursing Hornes. 

° Taiwan Welcomes Visit Of US Ambassador To UN. 

« Counties With In-Person University Classes Experienced Significant Increase In SARS-CoV-2 Cases, CDC 
Study Says. 

« Giroir To Remain In His Trump Administration Position Until Day Before Inauguration Day. 

* Giroir Says HHS “Very Confident” Better COVID-19 Testing System For Congress Will Be In Place Before 
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« Late Night Political Humor. 
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* Trump Says “A New Administration Will Be Inaugurated On January 20.” 
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U.S. Records Its Deadliest Day Of The Pandemic While Eyes Are Fixed On Mob Storming 
Capitol. 


The Washington Post (1/7, Firozi, Dupree, Kornfield, 10.52M) reports that “after angry rioters and supporiers of 
President Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol in a last stand for the outgoing president, the United States has tailled 
its deadliest day of the coronavirus pandemic for the second straight day.” On Thursday, over “4,000 people died 
of covid-19 in the United States, the first time the toll has exceeded that milestone, following a record day 
Wednesday of 3,915 deaths.” The US’ “death toll will continue to surge through January after Americans have 
gathered and traveled during the holidays, said” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci. Meanwhile, HHS “Secretary Alex 
Azar tweeted that the agency was ‘committed to a peaceful and orderly transition of power over the next 13 
days.” NIH Director Francis Collins is quoted by the Post. 
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Additional Sources. The New York Times (1/7, Nagourney, Robertson, Smith, 20.6M) reports that on 
Wednesday, “the daily death toll in New Hampshire, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania also set records.” Some staies 
“reported single-day case records, while ilinois became one of five states that have now recorded their millionth 
case since the pandemic began.” The Times adds that US Surgeon General Jerome Adams “said states need 
not adhere too rigidly to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines about whom to vaccinate 
first.” 

Bloomberg (1/7, Levin, 3.57M) reporis COVID-19 “deaths in the U.S. are likely io maintain a near-record 
pace al least through the month as mounting hospiializations offset any positive effect from the halting siari fo 
inoculations.” The country “will end January averaging about 2,600 deaths a day, according to the latest forecast 
updated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Wednesday, a figure based on projections from 36 
different models.” 

The AP (1/7, Johnson, Pane) reporis “the virus is surging in several states, with California hit particularly 
hard, reporting on Thursday a record two-day total of 1,042 coronavirus deaths.” Rising “caseloads there are 
threatening to force hospitals to ration care and essentially decide who lives and who dies.” 

CNN (1/7, Holcombe, Andone, 89.21M) reports Thursday marked “the third day in a row of record daily 
deaths from the disease, according to data from Johns Hopkins University, while the number of people who have 
been infected topped more than 21.56 million.” The CDC’s “most recent forecast projected there will be between 
405,000 and 438,000 deaths by the end of the month.” 

CNBC (1/7, Feuer, 7.34M)} reports “top officials at the CDC, including Dr. Nancy Messonnier, director of the 
CDC's National Center for immunization and Respiratory Diseases, have said they expect the [vaccine] rollout to 
pick up speed this month.” 

Vox (1/7, Scott, 1.88M)} reports CDC “Director Robert Redfield warned at the beginning of December that 
the US could see as many as 450,000 Covid-19 deaths by February. Yet there’s been no significant federal 
mobilization to combat the surge.” 

The Intelligencer (1/7, Stieb, 1.3M) reports “a new, more virulent COVID strain — which is not resistant to the 
vaccine — has spread rapidly throughout the United Kingdom and has been detected in at least eight states.” 
Former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb “predicted last week that the more contagious strain could account for 
the ‘majority’ of new cases in the U.S. by March.” 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh Ei (1/7, story 6, 0:30, Muir, 
7.47M), the CBS Evening New: = (i/?, story 9, 7:40, O'Donnell, 4.61M)}, The Hill (1/7, Sullivan, 5.69M), US 
News & World Report (1/7, Smith-Schoenwalder, 1.91M}, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (1/7, Darnell, 1.46), 
and the Financial Times (4/7, Wells, Subscription Publication, 1.48M)}. 

COVID-19 Hospitalizations Continue To increase in US. The Atlantic (1/7, 3.53M) says in an 
analysis that “in the first week of 2021, the United States reported more cases of COVID-19 than at any other 


paint in the pandemic so far, and ihe second-highest number of deaths.” Data-reporting slowdowns during the 
holiday season “are likely still affecting most metrics — most notably reported tests, which are still well below pre- 
holiday levels.” Meanwhile, “hospitalizations, our most stable metric through the holidays, continue to march 
upward.” 


More Infectious COVID Variant Likely Widespread In The U.S., Experts Say. 
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HealthDay (1/7, Foster, Mundell, 11K) reports the more contagious coronavirus variant discovered in the UK “is 
showing signs that itis spreading widely throughout the United States, health officials and experis said this 
week.” NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins told the Washington Post Wednesday that he would be surprised ff the 
number of cases reported in the US “doesn’t grow pretty rapidly.” Greg Armstrong, the leader of the CDC’s strain 
surveillance program, agreed, saying, “Here ai the CDC, we're definitely taking this seriously, and we're 
assuming for now thai this variant is more transmissible.” 


Gene Therapy Beats Premature-Aging Syndrome In Mice. 


Science (1/8, Kaiser, 484K} reporis findings from a mouse study published in Nature “have inspired hope for 
treating children born with progeria, a rare, fatal, genetic disease that causes symptoms much like early aging.” 
The article adds, “In mice with a progéria-causing mutation, a cousin of the celebrated genome editor known as 
CRISPR corrected the DNA mistake, preventing the heart damage typical of the disease.” Harvard University's 
David Liu led a group that “teamed up with Vanderbill University cardiologist Jonathan Brown and Francis 
Collins, director of the National institutes of Health, whose group was one of two that identified the progeria 
mutation in 2003.” 


Fauci Strikes Hopeful Tone In Speech To Missouri University. 


The AP (4/7, Salter) reports, “The coronavirus pandemic will get worse before it gets better, but vaccinations ‘will 
be the real gateway’ to a return to normal, Dr. Anthony Fauci told a group of Missouri scientists and students 
Thursday.” Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, “spoke remotely during the Washington University 
School of Medicine’s “Grand Rounds’ forum.” The live lecture “allows experts to discuss clinical problerns and 
new research,” 

Additional Source. Fauci told Axios (1/7, Drage O'Reilly, 1.26M) that while the impact of coronavirus 
mutations on the first round of vaccines’ efficacy “could be an issue,” it is unlikely to hurt the vaccination efforts 
due to the “plug-and-play” aspect of mRNA vaccine technology. “Because there’s now a large amount of data 
about the mRNA-based vaccine platform, ‘it is ikely the FDA would consider it merely a strain change, which 
doesn’t require starting from square one,’ he says.” 


Fauci Says U.S. Needs More Time To ‘Catch Up’ On Vaccine Rollout. 


NPR (1/7, King, 3.69M) publishes the highlights of an interview on NPR’s Morning Edition with NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci who “said Thursday that the vaccines’ initial rollout has been slow because it came during the 
holiday period.” Dr. Fauci said, “! think it would be fair to just observe what happens in the next couple of weeks. 
if we don’t catch up on what the original goal was, then we really need to make some changes about what we're 
doing.” He “also said that a more contagious variant of the virus first identified in the United Kingdom and now 
spreading in the U.S. underscores the need to follow public health measures like mask wearing and social 
distancing.” In addition, Fauci “said that while the U.K. has implemented a lockdown, he doesn’t see ‘any 
enthusiasm for similar nationwide measures in this country.” 

Additional Source, The New York Times (1/7, Zraick, Robbins, 20.6M) covers Fauci’s NPR interview as 
well. 


Fauci Says Vaccine Rollout’s “Bumps And Hiccups” Won’t Last Long. 
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Axios (1/7, Drage O'Reilly, 1.26M) reports, “Despite the slow roll out of vaccines so far, NIAID director Anthony 
Fauci says the COVID-19 vaccination carnpaign will ramp up fast enough that Americans should see ‘a degree of 
normality in the fall.” President-elect Biden” is planning a program that will have ‘much more interaction between 
the federal government and the states than there are right now’ in order to reach his goal of 1 million vaccines a 
day for 100 days, Fauci tells Axios.” Millions of available vaccine doses “haven't been administered, raising 
questions about whai went wrong with Operation Warp Speed.” 

Additional Source. The Daily Caller (1/7, Safi, 375K) also reports. 


People Without Symptoms Spread Virus In More Than Half Of Cases, CDC Model Finds. 


The Washington Post (1/7, Guarino, 10.52M) reports, “People with no symptoms transmit more than half of all 
cases of the novel coronavirus, according to a model developed by” CDC researchers. According to the model, 
59% of transmissions come from asymptomatic people. The findings were published in JAMA Network Open. 
Additional Sources. The New York Daily News (1/8, Braine, 2.51M) reports on the study and says NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci previously “emphasized how easy it was to get the virus, even from someone without 
symptoms.” 
NBC Nightly News : 


= (4/7, story 11, 1:20, Holt, 5.91M) also reported on the story. 


Pfizer/BioNTech Vaccine Appears Effective Against Mutation In New Coronavirus Variants — 
Study. 


Reuters (1/7, Erman) reports, “Pfizer inc and BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine appeared to work against a key 
mutation in the highly transmissible new variants of the coronavirus discovered in the UK and South Africa, 
according to a” not-yet peer reviewed study conducted by Pfizer with the University of Texas Medical Branch. 
The research “indicated the vaccine was effective in neutralizing virus with the so-called N501Y mutation of the 
spike protein,” which “could be responsible for greater transmissibility.” Experts were also concerned the new 
variant “could also make the virus escape antibody neutralization elicited by the vaccine, said Phil Dormitzer, one 
of Pfizer’s top viral vaccine scientists.” 

Additional Sources. The Washington Post (1/8, Johnson, 10.52M) reports NIAID Vaccine Research 
Center Director John Mascola said there was a “major effort within NIH fo work with the companies to do these 
exact tests...happening as we speak.” Mascola added, “One clear scientific message is that we need to track and 
study these variants in great detail... A variant can emerge in a population and become dominant in a matter of 
weeks or months.” 

The AP (1/8, Neergaard) reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “recently said vaccines are designed to 
recognize multiple parts of the spike protein, making it unlikely a single mutation could be enough to black them,” 
but researchers “around the world are conducting research with different vaccines to find out.” 

CBS News (1/8, 5.39M) reporis that Fauci added, “You always have to take these things seriously, follow 
them closely, and hope there will not be a problem. But, if there is, you have to adjusi to it. And now we have the 
technology to do that pretty easily.” 

ABC News (1/8, Salzman, 2.44M) also covers the story. 


US Sees Five Deadliest Days Since Covid-19 Pandemic’s Start In Last Two Weeks. 
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CNN (478, Maxouris, 89.21M) reports, “In just less than two weeks, the US recorded its five deadliest days since 
the Covid-19 pandemic’s start — with more than 4,000 virus-related deaths reported Thursday.” Furthermore, it 
will be months before vaccinations are “widespread enough to make a meaningful impact in the pandemic’s 
course, experts have warned.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said the rollout of COVID-19 vaccines will need 
weeks to “caich up on what the original goal was” after delays in delivering on what health officials promised. 


CDC Reports Over 50 Cases Of UK Coronavirus Strain In US. 


Fox News (1/7, Rivas, 23.99M)} reports “over 50 cases of the more contagious, mutated coronavirus strain first 
detected in the U.K. have been ideniified across the U.S., according to the” CDC. In a Wednesday update, “the 
CDC listed 26 cases in California, two in Colorado, 22 in Florida, one in Georgia and an additional case in New 
York, for a total of 52 cases.” On Thursday, however, Pennsylvania’s health department “said that it had a 
confirmed case of the variant as well.” During a recent interview, NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said it’s clear the 
mutated U.K. strain will start cropping up in other states.” 


COVID Vaccine Hesitancy Is Highest In Rural America, Survey Shows. 


US News & World Report (1/7, Cirruzzo, 1.91M) says, “More than a third of rural residents are hesitant to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine, survey results” from the Kaiser Family Foundation’s COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor project 
show, “placing them alongside Republicans and Black adults as among the groups most wary of getting 
vaccinated.” The survey shows “that 15% of rural residents said they would ‘probably not gel a safe and free 
vaccine if available and 20% would ‘definitely not get 11.” Meanwhile, 68% of rural Americans “said they trust the 
Food and Drug Administration, while 66% said they trust the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 64% 
trust their local health department, 59% trust government expert Dr. Anthony Fauci and 55% said they trust their 
state government.” 


The COVID-19 Virus Is Mutating. What Does That Mean For Vaccines? 


TIME (1/7, Park, 18.1M) reports COVID-19 is celebrating the second year of “its invasion of the world’s 
population with yet more mutated forms that help it to spread more easily from person to person.” A coronavirus 
strain first discovered in the United Kingdom “has already raised alarms about whether the COVID-19 virus is 
now escaping from the protection that vaccines just being rolled out now might provide.” NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “says that his teams are sequencing and studying the new variants to better understand what 
effect they might have on disease, how close they might be fo causing more severe illness and, more importantly 
as more people get vaccinated, whether ihe new variants can escape the protection of the vaccines we know 
work today.” 


Virus Variant Found In Pa.; State Urges Elementary Schools To Bring Back Students. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer (1/7, McDaniel, Hanna, McCarthy) reporis “Pennsylvania education officiais on 
Thursday encouraged school districts to bring elementary school students back io classrooms with hybrid 
learning models as soon as this month, a recommendation that drew immediate backlash from the state’s largest 
teachers’ union.” SUH, itis “up fo school districts to decide when to bring students inio classrooms.” However, 
“the state’s top health and education officials said the benefiis of in-person education for certain students 
outweighed the risks of spreading the coronavirus — despite ongoing substantial community spread in every 
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county in the commonwealth.” The Inquirer adds that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “predicted that the [(COVID- 
19] surge will worsen in January and that the national death toll, now above 364,000, will continue rapidly rising.” 


Are We At The Beginning Of The End Of COVID-19? The Tricky Road To Herd Immunity, 
Explained. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer (1/8, Avril} reports that the possibility of life in the US returning io normal after 
achieving herd immunity has been “made all the more complicated by the emergence of two variants of the 
coronavirus that seem to spread more rapidly, one of which is already in the U.S.” The Inquirer “spoke to three 
researchers who study the spread of infectious disease: Temple University epidemiologist Abby Rudolph, Drew 
University biologist Brianne Barker, and Pennsylvania State University biologist Maciej Boni.” NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “has estimated that the threshold for herd immunity from COVID may now be above 80.” 


Science Advocates’ Wishlist For The Biden Administration. 


The Scientist (1/7, Heidt, 157K) reporis President Trump’s “first budget proposal in February 2017...called for 
deep funding cuts at several scientific agencies, most notably the National institutes of Health and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. Congress ultimately rejected those cuts and instead dedicated more funds to 
research and development, but it set a precedent for how Trump would priorilize scientific endeavors during the 
course of his term.” The article says as “Joe Biden prepares to assume office, scientisis are looking ahead to 
what the next four years may bring. The Scientist spoke to seven researchers and science policy advocates 
about their priorities for the new administration and what policies they would most like to see reversed.” The 
piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Chris Reed: On Pandemic Response, An A For The Scientists, An F For Governments. 


ina commentary for the San Diego Union-Tribune (1/7, 587K), Deputy Editorial and Opinion Editor Chris Reed 
writes that American and German scientists deserve an “A” grade for their quick development of COVID-19 
vaccines, while the US federal and state governments deserve an “F” for botching distribution of those vaccines. 
Reed writes, “Maybe the next time we have a pandemic, the scientists should be in charge of the paperwork and 
the logistics, not just the vaccine research — at least if the goai...is keeping people alive.” He adds that NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci this week “expressed not astonishment but extreme dismay at how little progress had 
been made in the United States in getting people vaccinated.” 


NHGRI Sets Plan to Diversify Genomics Workforce. 


GenomeWeb (1/7) reports, “The National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) on Thursday released a" 
document, “detailing lis plans to enhance the diversity of the genomics workforce by 2030.” NHGRI Director Eric 
Green stated, “To reach its full potential, the field of genomics requires a workforce that better reflects the 
diversity of the US population. ... Our new action agenda aims to bring both short- and long-term changes that 
wil make genomics 4 more inclusive discipline.” In an accompanying commentary published in the American 
Journal of Human Genetics, NHGRI Senior Advisor to the Director on Genomics and Health Disparities Vence 
Bonham and Green “wrote that allhough the NHGRI has priorilized funding programs fo increase the number of 
genomics-irained researchers from diverse groups, the genomics research workforce has seen limited growth in 
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the number of independent researchers from underrepresented backgrounds.” They added that the problem is 
connected to “many broader societal issues related to inequities, health disparities, and injustices.” 


Scientists Identify Changes In Toxic Tau At Various Stages Of Alzheimer’s Disease. 


Neurology Today (1/7, Talan} reports scientists at Harvard Medical School “identified post-transiational 
modifications of toxic tau protein in the autopsy tissue of patients diagnosed and confirmed postmortem with 
Alzheimer’s disease by using novel high-resolution proteomics mapping technology.” The findings were 
published in the December issue of Cell. National Institute on Aging Division of Neuroscience Director Eliezer 
Masliah, MD, said, “This study is important and timely and provides an explanation for the heterogeneity of AD 
based on defined and very specific molecular changes or PTMs in tau microtube binding domains [MTBs]. ... 
Nevertheless, this paper seems to provide sirong evidence supporting a role PTM has on tau-related pathologies 
in AD heterogeneity.” 


Are Female Researchers Better Off with Male Mentors? Why Leading Scientists Say No. 


Neurology Today (1/6, Cajigal) reports, “New research suggests mentors who are men have greater impact on 
the success of young women scientisis than female mentors,” but the study “generated a barrage of criticism 
from both women and women scientists — including neurologists — for what many say is good reason.” The 
findings were published on November 17 in Nature Communications. National Institute of Neurological Disorders 
and Stroke Deputy Director Nina F. Schor, MD, PhD, FAAN, said, “The methods do not stand up. ... This is not 
based on emotion or politics, bui the fact that the methods of this study are noi scientifically sound.” The article 
adds, “Dr. Schor said she was surprised the low survey response raie of 8 percent passed muster with the 
journal” and “aiso said it is not clear that the authors the researchers identified as mentors are in fact mentors.” 


NIH Studying Vaccines’ Effectiveness Against New Covid Strains. 


Bloomberg Law (1/8, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports, “NIH scientists are studying whether 
Covid-19 vaccines will provide the same level of protection against new strains of the virus as they do against 
earlier strains, the agency's lead scientist on coronavirus said.” NIAID Coronavirus Vaccine Program Scientific 
Lead Kizzmekia S. Corbett said she’s “noi as alarmed as the media would have us think” by the emergence of 
the new coronavirus strains in South Africa and the UK. 

Additional Source. Bloomberg (1/8, Baumann, 3.57M) reports Corbett “made her comments Thursday 
night during an event on vaccines hosted by BlackDoctor.org.” 


PET Scans Reveal Vascular Inflammation. 


MedPage Today (1/7, Walsh, 183K) reports, “Positron emission tomography (PET) provided objective evidence 
of response to treatment with tocilizumab (Actemra) in giant cell arteritis, according to” NIH researchers, 
including the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases’ Kaitlin A. Quinn, MD. Ina 
study “of 25 patients with active vasculitis, vascular inflammation was decreased over a median time of 1.1 years 
during treatment with tocilizumab using 18F-fluorodeoxyglucose (FDG) PET,” the study revealed. The findings 
were published online in the journal Rheumatology. 


Children’s National Hospital, NIH Launch COVID-19 Diagnostics Al Challenge. 


GADB0000001408 


Becker's Hospital Review (1/7, Adams, 97K) reports, “Washington, D.C.-based Children’s National Hospital is 
partnering with the National institutes of Health and tech firm NVIDIA to launch a challenge in which participants 
will develop artificial intelligence tools to improve the detection of COVID-19 in the lungs, the hospital announced 
Jan. 7.” Participanis “will use a mulll-institutional, multinational NIH dataset that houses data on patients with a 
diverse range of age, gender and disease severity to create Al-powered imaging models to help clinicians better 
identify and treat COVID-19 infection in patients’ lungs.” 


NIAID Begins Phase 2/3 Clinical Trial Of Two Antibody Therapies For Mild Or Moderate 
COVID-19 Cases. 


Homeland Preparedness News (1/7, Galford) reports, “ACTIV-2, a study sponsored by the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), has begun phase 2/3 trials to evaluate two monoclonal antibody 
therapies that could help those with mild or moderate cases of COVID-19.” The twin antibodies, which were 
developed by Brii Biosciences, “utilize synthetic versions of the antibodies humans naturally produce to bind to 
viruses and prevent them from infecting cells.” 


Effective COVID-19 Drug Treatments Remain Frustratingly Elusive A Year Into The 
Pandemic. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer (1/8, McCullough) reports, “Therapeutic options for COVID-19 remain limited, 
reinforcing the vital importance of the new vaccines.” Remdesivir, the only drug to receive full FDA approval as a 
COVID-19 treatment, “has shown modest benefit, at best, in hospitalized patients.” Meanwhile, “two ‘monocional 
antibodies’ ~ synthetic versions of the body’s own disease-fighting antibodies — have raised hopes for keeping 
high-risk patients out of the hospital, but the National institutes of Health treatment guidelines say there arer’t 
enough data to recommend them.” The FDA “was criticized in August when it authorized emergency use of 
convalescent plasma for COVID-19,” and “the NIH guidelines do not recommend plasma for any patients.” 


Opinion: ‘Long’ COVID’s Not Waiting For Vaccine. 


In-an opinion in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (1/7, 1.46M), Emory University School of Medicine Associate 
Professor of Emergency Medicine Jeffrey Siegelman writes that he has suffered “from months of debilitating 
symptoms” after contracting COVID-19 “with no end in sight.” Siegelman adds, “Frustratingly, treatment for these 
symptoms is an exercise in trial-and-error, with the National Institutes of Health and others only just beginning to 
call for research on understanding the many forms of long COVID and how to treat them.” He urges Americans 
to follow social distancing guidelines, conciuding that “the vaccine that we've walied for... might not make a 
difference if you're already disabled from long COVID.” 


Gov. Hogan And The COVID Vaccine Blame Game. 


The Baltimore Sun (1/7, 629K) editorializes, “Gov. Larry Hogan says he doesn’t want to blame anyone for the 
slow rollout of the state’s COVID-719 vaccination program. At one point, Maryland was ranked dead last in getting 
people the shots to protect against the deadly coronavirus. Not a good look for a state that's home to one of the 
top medical systems in the world, the National Institutes of Health and many individual leaders in COVID 
research.” The Sun editorial board writes, “While Mr. Hogan doesn’t want to point fingers, somebody needs to be 
held accountable for making sure as many people as possible are getting vaccinated. I's a matter of saving 
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lives, and ultimately the buck stops at the top. We suspect Mr. Hogan, who was slow io react to concerns, knows 
this and that it contributed to the revamped rollout plan he revealed Tuesday.” 


Colorado Researchers Received Almost Half A Billion Dollars In 2020 NIH Grants. 


The Denver Business Journal (1/7, Nelson, Subscription Publication, 873K) reports in a paywailled article that 
researchers in Colorado received almost $500 million dollars in grants from the National Institutes of Health in 
2020. According to the article, “The University of Colorado Denver received the majority of health research 
grants, including $1.8 million for projects specific to Covid-19.” 


Dems’ Control Of The Government Paves Way For Liberal Priorities Such As Larger 
Stimulus Checks, More COVID-19 Relief And Healthcare Reform. 


Bloomberg (1/7, Egkolfopoulou, 3.57M) reports Democrats are getting ready “to take control of the U.S. Senate, 
House and presidency, paving the way for Joe Biden to bring his legislative agenda to life and reshape the 
American economy.” The article goes on to discuss “some of the key issues related to personal finances that 
Biden and the Democrats are likely to take up once they formally assume power.” Among them are larger 
stimulus checks, additional COVID-19 relief, higher income taxes, healthcare reform, student loan debt, and the 
minimum wage. 


Feds Getting Ready To Begin Next Round Of PPP Lending. 


The New York Times (1/7, Cowley, 20.6M)} reports, “The federal government released updated rules for lenders 
just before midnight on Wednesday for the next round of Paycheck Protection Program lending, but it did not set 
a date for when it expects to begin taking applications.” Banks expect “the program could restart as soon as next 
week.” The stimulus package which Congress approved in December “included $284 billion for new loans 
through the small-business relief program, which ended in August after distributing $523 billion to more than five 
million businesses.” During “this next round, the hardesi-hit [businesses] — those whose sales have dropped at 
least 25 percent from before the pandemic — can qualify for a second loan. First-time borrowers will also be 
eligible for loans.” 


Treasury Unveils $25B COVID-19 Rental Assistance Program. 


The Hill (1/7, Lane, 5.89M) reports, “The Treasury Department has launched a $25 billion rental assistance 
program with funds fram the $800 billion coronavirus relief package enacted last week, the department 
announced Thursday.” State and other “governments covering more than 200,000 people are now eligible to 
apply for aid allocated to help struggling Americans cover rent and prevent landlords from racking up debt on 
tenants.” According to Treasury, these entities can apply for funding for up to 15 months of rent for tenants. 


Professors Say Eviction Crisis Is Also About Records Which Will Haunt Millions Of 
Americans For Years. 


Sociology professor Barbara Kiviat and law professor Sara Sternberg Greene write in the New York Times (1/7, 
20.6M), “Millions of Americans have fallen behind on rent during the Covid-19 pandemic, prompting the passage 
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of eviction moratoriums and rental assistance plans.” However, “as policymakers have struggled to meet the 
needs of tenants and landlords, they've largely overlooked a crucial fact: The looming eviction crisis isn’t just 
about falling behind on rent and losing one’s home to eviction. lf’s also about the records of those evenis, 
captured in court documents and credit reports, that will haunt millions of Americans for years to come.” 


IRS Sending Stimulus Payments In The Form Of Prepaid Debit Cards To Some 8M 
Americans. 


Bloomberg (1/7, Davison, 3.57M) reports the IRS is sending some “8 million of the $600 payments approved in 
recent stimulus legislation as prepaid debit cards.” These “cards will go to some of the individuals who didn’t 
receive their stimulus payment by direct deposit in the past week. The IRS has already sent more than $100 
billion of the roughly $164 billion of the second round of stimulus payments approved by Congress in late 
December.” 

Politico (1/7, Becker, 6.73M) reports the IRS “also made some changes to how it will deliver the cards, after 
people complained last year that they threw away prepaid debit cards with the up to $1,200-per-person 
payments authorized by the CARES Act.” This time, “envelopes containing this latest round of debit cards will 
prominently feature the Treasury Department seal, the department and the IRS said.” 


Florida Sets New Record For Number Of COVID-19 Cases In One Day. 


The AP (1/7, Farrington, Lush) reports “Florida broke iis record for the highest single-day number of coronavirus 
cases since the pandemic began, tallying 19,816 new cases on Thursday, while the state’s death toll reached 
22,400." State data “on Thursday showed the totals surpassed the previous single-day record, which was 17,783 
cases on Wednesday.” So far, “about 1.4 million people in Florida have contracted” coronavirus. 


Colorado Confirms Two New Cases Of New Coronavirus Variant, One Potential Case. 


The Denver Post (1/7, Searnan, 680K) reports “two more people in Colorado have confirmed cases of the new, 
more contagious variant of coronavirus, including a staff member at a skilled nursing facility in Aurora.” The 
cases bring “the state’s total to three.” Colorado “officials also are investigating a potential fourth case of the new 
strain in another staffer” of the Veterans Community Living Center at Fitzsimons. 


Arizona Reports Over 9,900 COVID-19 Cases, Almost 300 Fatalities. 


The Arizona Republic (1/7, Steinbach, 1.05M)} says “Arizona reported more than 9,900 new COVID-19 cases and 
nearly 300 new known deaths on Thursday as hospitals are overloaded by an unprecedented and growing 
number of patients with the virus.” Arizona’s “seven-day new-case average ranks highest nationwide for the third 
day in a row, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s COVID Data Tracker as of 
Wednesday.” The state’s “rate of new positive cases over the last seven days was 118.3 cases per 100,000 
people.” 


Average Number Of Daily COVID-19 Cases Hits New High In Greater DC Region. 


The Washington Post (1/7, Chason, Portnoy, 10.52M) reports “the number of new coronavirus infections 
continued to rise Thursday across the greater Washington region as the average number of receni daily cases 
set a record.” Maryland, Virginia, and DC “added 8,617 new daily cases — the third-most in a single day since the 
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start of the pandemic — sending the seven-day average soaring to 7,725." Itis “the eighth consecutive day the 
recent average has risen across the region.” 


Number Of COVID-19 Cases Among Workers At Two In-N-Out Locations In Colorado Grows 
To 145. 


The Denver Post (1/7, Shapiro, 660K} reports “recently opened In-N-Out Burger restaurants, the scon-lo-open 
Meow Wolf and Pueblo’s public safety departments are among the most notable seitings in Coloraco’s latest 
COVID-19 outbreak report, released by state health officials Wednesday.” According to the Post, “the Aurora In- 
N-Oul outbreak was declared Dec. 17, with 62 siaff members now confirmed to have tested positive for the 
virus.” State officials “confirmed the Colorado Springs location’s outbreak on Dec. 6 and there have been 83 
positive employee cases.” The “number of employee COVID-19 cases between the two In-N-Out locations grew 
to 145 from 122 over the last week, with most of the growth coming at the Aurora restaurant.” 


Connecticut Confirms State’s First Two Cases Of New Coronavirus Variant. 


The AP (1/7, Haigh) reports “the first two known cases of a new, more contagious variant of the coronavirus have 
been detected in Connecticut, the governor said Thursday.” The two individuals, “described as between ages 15 
and 25, live in New Haven County and each had traveled recently outside the state, one to Ireland and one to 
New York state.” However, “genetic sequencing showed the cases are unrelated, the governor's office said.” It is 
“believed there are likely more cases in the state.” 

Fox News (1/7, Hein, 23.99M) reports both patients “developed symptoms within three to four days of 
returning to Connecticut, Gov. Ned Lamont announced on Twitter Thursday.” The governor “said the cases were 
discovered as part of a state health department enhanced surveillance testing strategy being run in collaboration 
with Yale University and The Jackson Laboratory.” 

The Hartford (CT) Courant (1/7, Brindley, Putterman, 438K) also reports on the story. 


Texas Reports First Case Of New Coronavirus Variant In State. 


The AP (1/7, Veriuno, Lozano} says “Texas reported its first known case of a person infected with the new 
variant of the coronavirus on Thursday.” The infected individual “was identified as a Houston-area man who is 
between 30 and 40-years old who has no travel history.” Authorities “said he was in stable condition and would 
remain in isolation until cleared by local health officials.” 

Fox News (1/7, Rivas, 23.99M) reporis “the state health commissioner noted the case likely arose from 
ongoing community circulation.” Texas Department of State Health Services Commissioner John Hellerstedt 
said, “The fact that this person had no travel history suggests this variant is already circulating in Texas. ... 
Genetic variations are the norm among viruses, and it’s not surprising that it arrived here given how rapidly it 
spreads.” 

The Houston Chronicle (1/7, Jordan, 982K) also reports on the siory. 


Patients With COVID-19 “Dying In Unprecedented Numbers” In California As Medical 
Facilities Feel The Strain. 


The AP (4/7, Thompson} reports “California Gov. Gavin Newsom's administration and the state’s hospital 
association are at odds over how best to create space for critically ill coronavirus patients at already strained 
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medical facilities that soon could be overwhelmed by the expected surge of new cases from holiday gatherings.” 
State health officials “reported Thursday 583 new deaths and a record two-day total of 1,042.” A COVID-19 
“surge following Halloween and Thanksdaiving produced record hospitalizations and now the most seriously ill of 
those patients are dying in unprecedented numbers.” 

iCU Availability At Hospitais in Calffornia’s Bay Area Drops To Lowest Level Yet. The San 
Francisco Chronicle (4/7, Ho, 2.44M) reports ICU availability at hospitals in California’s Bay Area “fell to the 
lowest levels yet, dropping from 7.4% to just 3.5% as of Wednesday, according to state data.” Overall in 
California, “intensive care unit capacity remained at 0%, including in the two hardesi hit regions, Southern 
California and San Joaquin Valley.” In the Sacramento region, ICU capacity dropped “from 11.1% to 9.2%, and 
ticked up slightly in the Northern California region from 24.4% to 25.4%.” 

Mlemo Tells Los Angeles County's Ambulance Crews To Nof Transport Patients f 
Resuscitation is Unsuccessful in The Field. The New York Times (1/7, Fink, 20.6M) reports that “with 
hospitals in Los Angeles County swamped with Covid-19 patients, a memo that went out to the county’s 
ambulance crews last week caused public alarm and prompted explanations from medics on social media about 
their care practices.” In the memo, “the county Emergency Medical Services Agency instructed the crews not to 
transport most adult patients whose hearts had stopped beating to a hospital if resuscitation in the field was 
unsuccessful or if the patients met established criteria for declaring death.” The memo “was needed ‘due to the 
severe impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on E.M.S. and 9-1-1 receiving hospitals, Dr. Marianne Gausche-Hill, 
the agency’s medical director, wrote in the directive.” 

COVID-18 Deaths Overwhelming California Funeral Homes, Causing Officials To Use 
Refrigerated Trucks To Nofd Corpses. The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Lin, Money, Seidman, 3.37M) reports 
“the intensity of the pandemic continues to worsen, with the rising COVID-19 death toll overwhelming funeral 
homes and causing state officials io send refrigerated trucks across California to hold corpses.” The National 
Guard was “called to Los Angeles County to help with the temporary storage of bodies at the county medical 
examiner-coroner’s office, relieving pressure on hospital morgues and private mortuaries that have run out of 
storage space for bodies.” According to the Times, “many hospital morgues are now filled with bodies, and 
officials are trying to move them for temporary storage at the county medical examiner-coroner’s office.” 


Roughly One In Five COVID-19 Tests Performed In Los Angeles County Are Positive. 


The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Money, Lin, Ormseth, 3.37M) reports roughly one in five “coronavirus tests 
performed daily in Los Angeles County are coming back positive, an astounding rate that officials say illustrates 
the pandemic’s continued rampage through the region and foreshadows grave consequences for an already 
beleaguered healthcare system.” Around the beginning of November, “only about 1 of every 25 testis confirmed 
an infection.” 


Health Leaders In Los Angeles County Concerned About COVID-19 Spread, Call For 
immediate Behavioral Changes. 

The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Lin, Money, 3.37M) reports “worried Los Angeles County health leaders said 
Wednesday that the region was rapidly losing its battle against COVID-19 as the virus spread unchecked, adding 
that only immediate and decisive changes in behavior can prevent a steep rise in deaths as a post-holiday surge 
hits and hospitals can’t treai all who are sick.” Los Angeles County Public Health Director Barbara Ferrer said, 
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“Today, lm more troubled than ever before. ... This is a health crisis of epic proportions and we need everyone — 
| mean everyone — to use the tools right in front of them to help us drive down transmission of this deadly virus.” 


Study Finds COVID-19 Immunity Remains Strong Eight Months After Infection. 


The Washington Post (1/7, Achenbach, 10.52M) reports that about 90% of the participants in a study published 
in the journal Science retained “a robust immune response to the coronavirus for at least eight months after an 
infection.” The Post says the question of “whether people can get reinfected, and if so, how quickly” has 
remained one of the biggest concerns over the virus, with “isolated reports” of second cases, “and the new study 
bolsters the case that Immunity usually persists.” The study, which included nearly 200 patients, “also saw that 
multiple elements of the immune system — not just antibodies — continued to be effective at recognizing and 
responding to the virus.” The study’s authors “said they believe their findings would apply to the United Kingdom 
variant as well as the more cornmon coronavirus.” 


Some Scientists Concerned That Mob Scene At Capitol May Have Been A COVID-19 Super- 
Spreader Event. 


The New York Times (1/7, Mandavilli, 20.6M)} reports that “some scientists” are concerned that “the mob that 
stormed the Capitol on Wednesday” may have created a COVID-19 “super-spreader event.” Anne Rimoin, an 
epidemiologist at UCLA, said, “It has all the elements of what we warn people about. People yelling and 
screaming, chanting, exerting themselves — all of those things provide opportunity for the virus to spread, and 
this virus takes those opportunities.” 

The Hill (41/7, Hou, 5.69M) reports that before the “rioters stormed into the Capitol building,” many people “in 
the crowd attended a rally put on by the president and gathered outside the Capitol. Many videos and photos of 
the people at the Capitol have surfaced, often showing people without masks or face coverings and standing in 
close proximity to others who were also maskless.” According to the Hil, the events “could have been a 
superspreader event.” 


New Study Sheds Light On Likelihood Of Coronavirus Infection On Flights. 


The New York Times (1/7, Carey, 20.6M) reports, “Given the variables, infectious disease specialists have had a 
hard time determining the risks of flying” amid the pandemic. However, “a study published on Wednesday 
provides some clarity.” Afler an “18-hour flight from Dubai landed in Auckland, New Zealand, in September, local 
health authorities discovered evidence of” a COVID-19 “outbreak that most likely occurred during the trip.” Using 
seat maps and genetic analysis, the study “determined thai one passenger initiated a chain of infection that 
spread to four others en route.” 


Pennsylvania Confirms State’s First Case Of Coronavirus Variant First Detected In UK. 


Fox News (1/7, Hein, 23.99M) reports “Pennsylvania has confirmed iis first case of the U.K. coronavirus variant 
in a Dauphin County resident who had known international exposure.” The individual, “who was not identified by 
name, age or sex, had mild symptoms that resolved while isolating at home.” Contact “tracing was performed 
and a case investigation was conducted, a news release posted Thursday said.” 


GADB0000001408 


The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (1/7, Guza, 245K} reporis Secretary of Health Rachel Levine “said the stale 
Department of Health has been working with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to screen for the 
new variant, regularly sending 10 to 35 random samples of covid-79 tests to the federal lab in Adlanta.” 

The Allentown (PA) Morning Call (1/7, Greiss, 460K) also reports on the story. 


New Mexico Launches Hotline For COVID-19 Vaccine Registration Questions. 


The AP (1/7) reports that on Thursday, New Mexico “launched a new hotline to answer questions related to 
vaccine registration, as the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in the state neared 152,000." New Mexico’s 
“Health Depariment in recent weeks created a website where people can register to get the vaccine once it 
becomes more widely available. So far, nearly 300,000 people have signed up.” New Mexico “officials said 
callers to the new hoiline — 1-855-600-3453 — can ask questions about the registration process or get help 
signing up.” 

The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (1/7, McKay, 188K) reporis “the call center is intended to help people who 
have had trouble registering for the vaccine online or can’t access the internet.” State residenis “have reported 
mixed success with the website — cvvaccine.nmhealth.org ~ set up to manage the vaccinations.” 


Kentucky Governor Announces Budget Plan For Economy Hit Hard By COVID-19. 


The AP (4/7, Schreiner) reports Gov. Andy Beshear (D) “proposed an infusion of aid into Kentucky's coronavirus- 
battered economy on Thursday evening, announcing an ambitious budget plan that includes down-payments on 
his long-running goals of raising salaries for teachers and boosting public education funding.” The governor 
“urged the GOP-led legislature to quickly pass a separate virus relief bill,” which “includes $220 million in aid for 
small businesses, $20 million for non-profit organizations and $100.9 million to help repay a federal loan that 
kept the state’s unemployment insurance program afloat.” In a different response to COVID-19, “Beshear said he 
will allocate $48 million of federai virus aid to help some of Kentucky's unemployed workers.” 


Massachusetts Has Nearly Doubled Number Of COVID-19 Vaccinations In A Week. 


The Boston Herald (4/7, Tiernan, 327K) reporis almost “140,000 Massachusetts residenis — mostly coronavirus- 
facing health care workers but also inmates — have received their coronavirus vaccines, almost twice the number 
state health officials reported last week.” Out of the people “vaccinated since Dec. 15, 60% ~ or 171,983 ~ work 
in hospitals on the froni lines of the pandemic.” A Thursday report “revealed 261 inmates were the first of the 
state's roughly 8,500 prisoners who are fourth in line to receive shots under Phase 1 of the state's three-phase 
distribution plan.” 


COVID-19 Testing Still “A Roller Coaster Ride” In Massachusetts; Providers Say It Could 
Become More Challenging. 


The Boston Globe (1/7, Lazar, 1.04M) reports COVID-19 “testing throughout Massachusetts continued to be a 
roller coaster ride through the first days of the new year, marked by high demand, hard-to-come-by 
appointments, and an average turnaround time that at one point was more than three days.” Healthcare 
“oroviders say there are even more challenges on the horizon.” For example, “some taxed testing centers will 
soon have to juggle a massive vaccine rollout along with an already overwhelmed testing program.” 
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Massachusetts Governor Backs Off Nurse Staffing Mandates In ICUs At A Number Of 
Hospitals. 


The Boston Herald (1/7, Tiernan, 327K) reporis Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker (R) and his administration are 
“backing off nurse staffing mandaies in intensive-care units at some hospitals as coronavirus cases have more 
than doubled since Thanksgiving and daily case reporis continue to shatter records.” Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Marylou Sudders “said...nursing mandates would be dropped ‘effective immediately in hospitals 
with ‘severe capacity constraints.” The governor “said the easing of mandates around nurse staffing levels in 
over-streiched ICUs is ‘crucial to ensuring that they can continue to provide the care to ail the patients who need 
it as we battle this pandemic.” 


California Officials Tell Health Departments To Expand COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization. 


The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Shalby, 3.37M) reports that “in an effort to avoid wasting COVID-19 vaccine and 
help speed up the vaccine rollout,” California officials are “instructing local health departments and providers to 
expand vaccine prioritization to cornmunity healthcare workers, public health field staff, primary care clinics, 
specialty clinics, laboratory workers, dental clinics and pharmacy staff.” California officials have “also told officials 
that if a surplus remains even after all those eligible to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccine under 
expanded criteria have been granted access, they should move to Tier 1 of the next phase of distribution, which 
has not yet officially taken effect.” 


Minnesota Legislators, Parents Call For Mask Requirement For Youth Athletes To Be 
Dropped. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (4/7, Klauda, La Vaque, 855K) reports “a state order requiring high school and 
youth athletes to wear masks while practicing and competing is not going over well with 4 group of Minnesota 
state legislators and supporters of the Let Them Play MN Facebook group.” A letter dated January 6 “signed by 
30 members of the Minnesota House of Representatives to Gov. Tim Walz urged that the mask requirement be 
dropped.” Citing WHO and CDC quidance, “they said wearing a mask while participating poses ‘a potential 
health risk to participants and may cause more harm than the intended good.” A number of parents have taken 
“to social media to make similar claims.” 


Prison Officials In North Carolina Mull Rewards For Inmates Who Take COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (1/7, Anderson} reports “North Carolina prison officials are considering offering rewards to inmates who 
accept a coronavirus vaccine that will soon become available to them.” Commissioner of Prisons Todd Iishee 
“said at a Thursday news conference that the Department of Public Safety is considering offering prisoners a 
greater number of guesi visitations and other perks if they choose to gel vaccinated.” Ishee said, “We try to 
identify privileges that offenders want, so we're gonna kind of anchor things around that. ... We’ve got a number 
of options, but we have not gotten that far into the decision-making process. But | think it’s very likely that we will 
put together some type of incentive package to encourage higher levels of participation.” 


Editorial Calls For Improvements In Virginia’s COVID-19 Vaccine Capabilities. 
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In an editorial, the Richmond (VA) Times-Dispaich (1/7, 4071} says “there is no time for cairn. Virginia must 
improve its COVID-19 vaccine capabilities.” Officials in Virginia “have been criticized for a slow-moving rollout of 
the initial baich of 482,000 doses.” The virus’ spread “is outpacing the administration of the vaccine.” The Times- 
Dispatch says, “While we respect the complexities of this rollout and we arnplify the governor's message to be 
patient, these vaccines are too valuable. We cannot afford fo underutilize them.” 


Ohio Governor Says Teachers, School Staff Will Receive COVID-19 Vaccines Starting 
February 1. 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer (1/7, Bamforth, 1.22M)} reports “Ohio teachers and school staff will be vaccinated” for 
COVID-19 “beginning Feb. 1, Gov. Mike DeWine said on Thursday, but first superintendenis must sign a 
document stating intent to be in bulidings in-person by March 1.” Although “this can be in a hybrid or fully in- 
person plan, DeWine said...the signed agreement will define expectations that come with the vaccinations.” The 
move “to vaccinate educators and staff is so students can return to in-person education, DeWine previously 
said.” 


Many Classrooms In California Reportedly Will Remain Virtual For Months. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (1/7, Tucker, 2.44M) reports “many parents and public officials throughout 
California supported pushing the state’s 1.4 million teachers and other education workers toward the front of the 
vaccine line, belleving that would finally allow schools to reopen.” However, the California “teacher's unions ~— as 
well as San Francisco’s — have said vaccinations won't be enough and are calling for additional measures not 
endorsed by public health experis as necessary for students and staff to safely return to the classroom.” Rather 
than “reopening, it's looking more likely that many, if not most classrooms will remain in virtual mode for months, 
if not until the fall, despite the vaccine.” 


California Nurses Pushed “To The Brink Of Burnout” As Hospitals Are Allowed To Bypass 
Nurse-To-Patient Ratios Law. 


The AP (188, Rodriguez) reports, “Overwhelmed with COVID-19 patients in” California, many “nurses already 
stretched thin are now caring for more patients than typically allowed under state law after the state began 
issuing waivers that allow hospitals to temporarily bypass a strict nurse-to-patient ratios law - a move they say is 
pushing them to the brink of burnout and affecting patient care.” Gov. Gavin Newsom's (D) “Department of Public 
Health began issuing temporary waivers of the law for a second time in December after another surge left 
hospliais in Southern California and the agricultural San Joaquin Valley with what is considered no intensive care 
capacity because of a lack of staffing.” 


Private Healthcare Workers Face Difficulties In Receiving Vaccines. 


The Wall Street Journal (4/7, Wernau, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that many private physicians and 
healthcare workers without hospital associations have yet to receive the COVID vaccine, lacking information 
from authorities on how to find shots. According to the American Medical Association, around 54% of US 
physicians work in a private practice. 


Bayer To Support CureVac’s Coronavirus Vaccine Development. 
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The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Bender, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that Bayer is backing CureVac’s 
coronavirus vaccine development with its expertise in developing drugs, dealing with regulators, and managing 
supply chains. According to CureVac, Bayer is also considering ways to help with manufacturing. 


Tocilizumab Or Sarilumab Improves Survival Rates In Critically Ill Patients With COVID-19, 
Study Indicates. 


Reuters (1/7, Kelland) reports researchers at Imperial College London found treating critically ill patients with 
COVID-19 with tocilizumab or sarilumab “significantly improves survival rates and reduces the amount of time 
patients need intensive care.” The findings were shared on medRxiv. 

Bloomberg (1/7, Kresge, 3.57M) reports the researchers found that 27% of patients who received the 
arthritis drugs died in the hospital compared to 36% who did not receive them. The irial “also raised hopes in the 
ULK., which helped fund the research, that using the arthritis medicines will ease the strain as a surge of virus 
cases swamps its health sysiern.” 

The Financial Times (1/7, Gross, Subscription Publication, 1.48M) also covers the story. 


Moderna CEO Says COVID-19 Vaccine Should Offer Immunity For “A Couple Of Years.” 


Reuters (1/7, Blamont, White) reports, “Moderna’s COVID-19 mRNA vaccine is likely to offer protection of up toa 
couple of years, its chief executive said on Thursday, even though more data is still needed to make a definitive 
assessment.” Speaking at an event, Stephane Bancel said, “The nightmare scenario that was described in the 
media in the spring with a vaccine only working a month or two ts, | think, out of the window.” He “added his 
company was about to prove that its vaccine would also be effective against variants of the coronavirus seen in 
Britain and South Africa.” 

Also covering the story are Fox News (1/7, Hein, 23.99M)} and the New York Post (1/7, Manskar, 7.45M). 


Sanofi Considering How It Could Help Produce COVID-19 Vaccine From Competitors. 


Reuters (1/7, Blamont} reports that French pharmaceutical company Sanofi “is considering how it can help 
produce COVID-19 vaccines devised by other drugmakers, a spokesman said on Thursday.” He “did not say 
which exact manufacturing steps could be performed nor if Sanofi was already halding talks with cornpetitors.” 
Vaccine production “requires multiple stages, from research to filling and packing.” 


Brazilian Researchers Find Sinovac Coronavirus Vaccine Is 78% Effective. 


Reuters (1/7, Simoes) reports on Thursday, researchers said that Sinovac Biotech’s coronavirus vaccine “was 
78% effective in a late-stage Brazilian trial and entirely prevented severe COVID-19 cases.” The 78% rate “was 
below preliminary findings from Turkish researchers and lacked detailed data provided on U.S. and European 
vaccines.” The article adds that Brazil and indonesia “are preparing to roll out the vaccine, called CoronaVac, 
this month,” while “Turkey, Chile, Singapore, Ukraine and Thailand have also struck supply deals with Sinovac.” 

The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Pearson, Magalhaes, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports the trial was 
conducted by the Butantan Institute in Sao Paulo. 

The New York Times (1/7, Wee, 20.8M) reports that “in anticipation of approval, the vaccine, called 
CoronaVac, has already been shipped around the world as countries prepare for mass inoculation campaigns.” 
Sinovac already “has sold more than 300 million doses.” 
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The New York Times (1/7, Wee, Londofio, 20.6M) says that “unlike players from the United States, Chinese 
vaccine makers had to think globally almost from the start...because the outbreak had been largely stamped out 
in Ching.” Chinese companies “have signed agreements with af least 15 countries and regions, providing early 
access io doses” in recent months, and “regulators in other countries thal are conducting trials” for Sinovac have 
anticipated Brazil's results “because it had the biggest number of volunteers, at 12,476.” Officials in Brazil “said 
they were hopeful’ of emergency approval “within days,” as the country “approaches a grim milestone: 200,000 
deaths from the virus.” 

The AP (1/7, Savarese) and The Hill (1/7, Hellmann, 5.69M) also cover the story. 


Pharma Companies Advised To Expect More Adverse Event Reports And Related Lawsuits. 


FiercePharma (1/7, Sagonowsky, 12K) reports that with COVID-19 vaccines, “pharma companies of ail stripes 
should brace not only for a wave of adverse event reports, experts say, but for lawsuits that could follow.” 
Companies are advised to “step up efforts to gather as much ‘quality information’ as they can to quickly identify 
serious safety concerns.” It is also the case that many of those receiving the vaccines early are “vulnerable 
people” who are ‘likely on multiple medications.” 


Scientists Identify Mutation That Might Make Coronavirus Vaccines Less Effective. 


STAT (1/7, Joseph, 262) reporis scientisis have identified a mutation, known as E484, in a coronavirus variant 
found in South Africa and another variant found in Brazil that “changes a part of the virus that...antibodies get 
trained to recognize after” infection or vaccination. The article adds, “Lab studies show that the change could 
make people’s antibodies less effective at neutralizing the virus,” so the mutation raises “the possibility that the 
vaccines would be less effective, not that they won’t work at all.” The scientists shared their findings on bioRxiv. 


Stem Cells May Hasten COVID-19 Recovery, Lead To Fewer Deaths, Study Suggests. 


The Miami Herald (1/7, Cohen, 6471) reports University of Miami Miller School of Medicine researchers hope a 
swifter recovery from the most severe symptoms of COVID-19 and fewer COVID-19 related deaths “are a lasting 
result of a study UM led that used stem cells derived from umbilical cords to combat COVID.” The findings were 
published in the Stem Ceils Transiational Medicine journal. According to the article, “The randomized conirolled 
trial showed umbilical cord-derived mesenchymal stem cell infusions can safely reduce the risk of death and 
quicken recovery time for COVID-19 patients suffering the most severe conditions, according to the published 
resulis.” 


CDC Grants HealthPartners $2M To Monitor Safety Of COVID-19 Vaccine For Pregnant 
Women, Babies. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (1/7, Snowbeck, 855K} reports that the Centers for Disease Conirol and 
Prevention has granted $2 million to a research division al the HealthPariners Institute “to monitor the safety of 
new COVID-19 vaccines for pregnant women and their babies.” HealthPartners “will jointly lead the project with a 
researcher at Yale University.” 


Miami Physician Dies Two Weeks After Receiving Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine. 
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The Miami Herald (1/7, Vassalo, 647) reports Gregory Michael, a 56-year-old obstetrician-gynecologist in Miami 
Beach, “died Sunday about two weeks after he received a COVID-19 vaccine.” The Miami native “ran his own 
private practice at Mount Sinai Medical Center in Miami Beach for 12 years, according to his website.” The CDC 
“and the Miami-Dade Medical Exarniner’s Office are investigating the death.” According to the article, “Pfizer, the 
manufacturer of the vaccine Michael received Dec. 18, said Michael died of a ‘highly unusual clinical case of 
severe thrombocytopenia, a condition that decreases the body's ability to clot blood and stop internal bleeding.” 

Among other sources covering the story are the South Florida Sun Sentinel (1/7, Boryga, 525K}, the Daily 
Caller (1/7, Ruane, 375K), the New York Daily News (4/7, Schladebeck, 2.51M), and the New York Post (1/7, 
Salo, 7.45M). 


Primary Care Physicians Are “Being Driven Crazy” By Questions About When Patients Can 
Receive COVID-19 Vaccine, Physician Says. 


Fox News (1/7, Rivas, 23.99M)} reports cardiologist and primary care physician Dr. Thomas Lee, who practices ai 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, “told top editors of [the New England Journal of Medicine] that he and 
other primary care physicians are ‘being driven crazy’ by patients’ calls and emails about when they will be able 
to receive the coronavirus vaccine.” Lee said, “One thing that primary care physicians like me are being driven 
crazy by, are, we're getting emails and calls from patients saying, When can | get vaccinated?” Lee “said that 
while some organizations can offer an explanation, detailing how patients can expect communication, others 
have ye to sort that issue out.” 


Portland Hospitals Forced To Throw Out Three Dozen COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (1/7) reports, “Two Portland hospitais threw out more than three dozen doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 
altogether and siate health officials were initially not aware of the wasted shots, according to a report.” The 
doses wasted by Oregon Health & Science Universily and Legacy Health “reflect just 0.07% the vaccines 
administered in Oregon so far.” 


Next Phase Of COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Reportedly Will Be Less Simple. 


The Atlantic (1/7, Zhang, 3.53M) reports,, “Since mid-December, the U.S. has distributed 21.4 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines; less than one-third have actually made it into people’s arms.” Although many of the many 
and varied problems are getting worked oul, the article says that “the initial vaccine rollout is simpler than the 
phases to come because it targets hospitals and long-term-care facilities, where the relatively small number of 
eligible people are already concentrated.” The article adds, “Finding and scheduling people in the next priority 
groups will bring a new tangle of logistics, for which the country is still not prepared.” 


Unemployment Claims Slipped To 787K Last Week. 


The AP (1/7, Rugaber) reporis the Labor Department said Thursday that initial claims for unemployment aid “fell 
slightly to 787,000” last week, “evidence of a job market stumbling in the face of the viral pandemic and the 
damage it has inflicted on the economy for nearly 10 months.” 

The New York Times (1/7, Cohen, 20.6M) says the fact that new claims for benefits “remained high last 
week” is “the latest evidence that the pandemic-racked economy still has a lot of lost ground to make up in the 
new year.” 


GADB0000001408 


The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Morath, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) provides similar coverage, as do 
Reuters (1/7, Mutikani} and The Hill (1/7, Lane, 5.69M)}. 


Physicians Call For National Hi-Fi Mask Initiative. 


Abraar Karan and Ranu Dhillon, physicians at Brignam and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School, 
writes in STAT (1/7, Daughton, 262K}, “It will likely be months before enough Americans are vaccinated to stop 
the spread of SARS-CoV-2,” so to help slow the spread of “a more-infectious variant, called B.1.1.7,” Americans 
should wear a mask “in two high-risk scenarios ... being indoors with others outside of your immediate social 
bubble, in places like grocery stores, indoor mails, restaurants, churches, public transporiation, and the like; and 
being outside in a crowd.” But since “high-filtration (hi-fi) masks like N95 masks are the best protection against 
these small particles,” the US “need[s] a National Hi-Fi Mask Initiative” to boost production of these masks. 


Former EPA Scientist Urges National Plan For Wastewater-Based Epidemiology. 


Christian Daughton, who retired from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Research and 
Development. writes at STAT (71/7, 262K), about “wastewater-based epiderniology (WBE) which has been used 
“in Europe for tracking illicit drug use, and...for a variety of uses,” but in the US “it has not been embraced al any 
level of government.” Daughton argues that it should be used “for early warming of the emergence and spread of 
local Covid-19 infection.” Daughton calls for “a national strategic plan for wastewater-based epidemiolagy.” 


Demand From Patients With COVID-19 Stressing Oxygen Supplies. 


Kaiser Health News (1/7, Bichell, Weber) reports that demand from patients with COVID-19 “has stressed the 
infrastructure for delivering” oxygen “to hospitals and their patients.” The problem is “multiple weak links in the 
pandemic supply chain” including limits “on the availability of both the portable cylinders that hold oxygen and the 
concentrators that pull oxygen from the air.” 


Walgreens Loses Foot Traffic, Still Beats Estimates For Quarterly Results. 


The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Maidenberg, Terlep, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Walgreens Boots 
Alliance executives on Thursday said pharmacy foot traffic has suffered as COVID-19 precautions thwart the 
seasonal flu and Americans forgo routine medical care and avoid stores. Walgreens reporied first-quarter 
earings that beat Wall Street estimates. Sales for the quarter rose year-on-year. Pharmacy sales in the US 
were up single-digits on a comparable basis. However, the company’s Boots UK branch faced challenges linked 
to the coronavirus, included depressed traffic at shops after stricter restrictions were pul in place in Novernber. 


Expert Says FDA Ignored Its Own Data In Warning Against Delaying Second Shot For 
Covid-19 Vaccine. 


Inside Health Policy (1/7, Lienhard, Subscription Publication) reporis behind a paywail that “a pharmaceutical 
prescribing expert tells Inside Health Policy that FDA ignored its own data when it warned earlier this week that 
allowing patients io go longer than the authorized three to four weeks between COVID-19 vaccine inoculations is 
not supported by current scientific evidence.” 
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State Health Officials Say Federal Government “Overpromised And Underdelivered” On 
Vaccines. 


CNN (1/7, Thomas, Langmaid, 89.21M) reports that the US “government ‘overpromised and underdelivered’ on 
coronavirus vaccine expeciations, leaving states understaffed and without enough money to immunize their 
residents quickly, state health officials said Thursday.” Dr. Steven Stack, “commissioner of the Kentucky 
Department for Public Health, told a briefing sponsored by the Association of State and Territorial Health 
Officials: “We only got a third of what we thought we were going to get based on the initial modeling.” The federal 
government “confused states and the public by promising millions more doses than were actually delivered.” 


CDC Says It Has Administered Nearly 6M First Doses Of COVID-19 Vaccines. 


Reuters (1/7, Roy) reports that the CDC “said it had administered 5,919,418 first doses of COVID-19 vaccines in 
the country as of Thursday morning and distributed 21,419,800 doses.” The “tally of vaccine doses distributed 
and the number of people who received the first dose are for both Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech, vaccines as of 
9:00 a.m. ET on Thursday, the agency said.” 


CDC Awards Contract To LabCorp To Study COVID-19 Virus Variants. 


Bloomberg Law (1/7, Lin, Subscription Publication, 4K} reporis behind a paywall that LabCorp “has been 
awarded a contract from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to provide genomic sequencing of 
samples of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.” 


Opinion: Trump Has Taken Essentially Same Approach To Violence As He Has To Virus. 


inan analysis for the Washington Post (1/7, 10.52M)}, National Correspondent Philip Bump writes, “On 
Wednesday, a violent mob stormed the U.S. Capitol to prevent Congress from finalizing President-elect Joe 
Biden's victory in the 2020 presidential contest. Four people died during the tumult, including a woman who was 
shot by law enforcernent as she tried to climb through a broken window. The mob had been incited to action by 
months of rhetoric from President Trump and the conservative media claiming that the results of the election 
were suspect.” Bump writes, “Also Wednesday, five people were reported to have died in the District as a less- 
immediate result of Trump’s decision-making. They were a small part of the nearly 3,800 people nationally who 
died of covid-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus that emerged in the United States last year.” 
Bump argues, “As the violence unfolded at the Capitol on Wednesday, Trump did nothing to intervene. As the 
virus has spread across the United States over the past few months, he has generally taken the same 
approach.” 


States Scramble To Vaccinate Residents As COVID-19 Rages Across Country. 


The Washington Times (1/7, Howell, 628K) reports that the coronavirus “is on the rampage in the waning days of 
the Trump era, killing more than 3,000 people per day and sending states into a scramble to vaccinate people at 
stadiums, fire departments and elsewhere.” Arizona “has emerged as a hot spot, with the most cases per 
100,000 residents in the country over the past seven days, while the situation in Southern California has gotien 
so bad that responders in Los Angeles County told EMS workers to preserve supply of oxygen by delivering the 
minimum amount necessary to keep patients at 90% saturation.” Texas “reported its first known case of a fast- 
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spreading U.K. variant on Thursday, and U.S. hospitals are more taxed than ever, with more than 132,000 
patienis admitted for COVID-19 as of Wednesday.” 


New York City Weighing Legal Options To Challenge State Rules That Have Stopped 
Coronavirus Doses From Being Used. 


Bloomberg (1/7, Goldman, 3.57M} reporis New York City is considering “legal options to challenge state 
vaccination rules that have left thousands of Covid-19 doses unused.” The article adds, “Now that every eligible 
worker in the city’s 11 public hospitals who wants to be vaccinated has received a shot, Mayor Bill de Blasio is 
pushing Governor Andrew Cuomo to give the city the freedom to expand eligibility for police, firefighters, 
correction officers and people over 75 to get inoculated,” but Gov. Cuomo is resisting. Peter Ajeman, a 
spokesman for Gov. Cuomo, said, “The rules of the COVID vaccine distribution have been clear for many weeks 
and agreed to by virtually all credible federal and state leaders. The first priority is 1A, healthcare workers who 
are on the front lines.” 


New Mexico High Court Weighs Whether State Should Compensate Businesses Over Virus 
Rules. 


The AP (1/7, Lee) reports, “In final written arguments published Thursday, New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham’s administration urged the state Supreme Court to reject demands that businesses be compensated for 
losses linked to pandemic-related public health orders.” Attorneys “representing the governor's office and state 
Health Depariment say that enforcement of public health orders derives for a long-standing principle that 
property rights contain an inherent limitation not to use property in a manner that endangers others.” A coalition 
of businesses “says pandemic restrictions have effectively seized private property from businesses that might 
otherwise have taken their own precautions against the spread of COVID-19.” 


Some Nebraskans 75 And Older Already Getting Vaccine Shots; State Says Online 
Registration To Launch Soon. 


The Lincoln (NE) Journal Star (1/7, Olberding, 245K) reports, “While people age 75 and older in eastern 
Nebraska continue to wait and wonder when the COVID-19 vaccine will be available to them, areas of outstate 
Nebraska already have started vaccinating people in that group.” Myra Stoney, “health director for the Southwest 
Nebraska Department of Public Health based in McCook, said if started vaccinating people in the 75-plus age 
group this week.” Stoney “said vaccinations for those in the state’s designated Phase 1A group — health care 
workers and residents of long-term care centers — are mostly complete in her disirict.” 

Meanwhile, the AP (1/7, Funk) reports that Nebraskans “who want to register for a coronavirus vaccination 
should be able to do so online or by phone soon, state officials said Thursday.” Officials with the Nebraska 
Deparirment of Health and Human Services “said they plan to launch their new registration website in about two 
weeks and a telephone holline in roughly 10 days.” The system “will allow people to register for a vaccine even if 
they aren't eligibie right away, said Angie Ling, the department's incident commander for the pandemic.” 

The Omaha (NE) World-Herald (1/7, Anderson, 509K) also reports. 


California Governor’s Plan To Reopen Schools Clashes With Surging Pandemic. 
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The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Myers, 3.37M) reports, “With 7 in 3 students testing positive for the coronavirus in 
some Los Angeles neighborhoods, Gov. Gavin Newsom’s push to reopen campuses is clashing with the reality 
of a raging pandemic as many school districts opt for January shutdowns and superintendents call for clearer 
guidance on when il will be safe to unlock their campus doors.” Superintendents “from seven of the state’s 
largest school districts on Wednesday called on Newsom to set a clear and mandated state standard for 
reopening campuses.” They also “faulted Newsom’s plan for seeming to rely on funds that would otherwise go 
toward important existing education programs.” 


Californians Urged To Stay Home; Out-Of-State Travelers Urged To Stay Away. 


The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Money, Lin-li, 3.37M) reports Californians “are being urged to stay close to home — 
and residents of other states to stay out —- under a new travel advisory issued in hopes of curtailing the raging 
spread of the coronavirus.” Under the “updated guidance from the California Department of Public Health, issued 
Wednesday, Californians are told to eschew traveling anywhere in the state that’s more than 120 miles from their 
residences, unless doing so is essential.” Travelers “from other states or countries are also ‘strongly 
discouraged’ from coming to California, except for essential purposes.” 


FDA Says Curative COVID-19 Test Used In California At Risk For False Negatives. 


The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Lau, Nelson, 3.37M) reports that a COVID test made by Silicon Valley-based 
Curative used “in Los Angeles and other parts of California may be producing inaccurate results, according to a 
warning’ from the FDA issued Monday. The FDA’s guidance “warns healthcare providers and patients thal...the 
oral-swab tests...carries a ‘risk of false results, particularly faise negative results.” The FDA advises the use of 
the test only on “symptomatic individuals within 14 days of COVID-19 symptom onset.” The Times says the 
“warning appears to sharply contradict” Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti (D), who has disagreed with testing only 
symptomatic individuals, and raises “new questions about the accuracy of the city’s reported COVID-19 positivity 
rates.” 


The Palm Springs (CA) Desert Sun (1/7, Hayden, 220K) reports as well. 


HHS To Provide Illinois With $843M For COVID-19 Testing, Vaccinations. 


Crain’s Chicago Business (IL) (1/6, 175K) reports with coverage from Modern Healthcare that HHS “is doling out 
more than $22 billion to states and local jurisdictions by Jan. 19 to support COVID-19 containment and lagging 
vaccination rollouts, the federal government announced Wednesday.” [llinois and the city of Chicago, “which is 
responsible for its own pandemic response, are getting a total of $843 million.” More than $729 million “will aid 
testing, contact tracing and other mitigation efforts, while $114.5 million will support vaccination campaigns.” 


Michigan Ranks 11th In Number Of COVID-19 Vaccinations Given, CDC Data Show. 


The Detroit News (1/7, Bouffard, 1.46M) reporis that CDC data released on Wecinesday “show that 35 states 
have administered more vaccine doses than Michigan, despite state officials’ claims on Wednesday that the 
state ranks 11th for the number of initial shots given.” At a Wednesday afternoon press briefing, Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun, “Michigan’s chief medical executive, said she'd spoken with the CDC just moments before and was told 
that the state ranked 5Sth-best in the state for the number of vaccines administered.” But that ranking “wasn’t 
borne out in the numbers posted by the CDC Wednesday night.” 
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Minnesota Administers COVID-19 Vaccinations To More Than 91,000 Residents. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (1/7, Olson, 855K) reports, “More than 91,000 Minnesotans have received first 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine amid a pandemic that has caused 5,572 deaths and 429,570 diagnosed infections in 
the state.” The casualty totals “include 44 deaths reported Thursday by the Minnesota Department of Health 
along with 2,004 newly confirmed infections with the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19.” 


Pennsylvania County Official Lashes Out At Trump Administration Over Vaccine Delays. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer (1/7, Kummer} reporis that Camden County “has hired 50 people to administer COVID- 
19 vaccines to health-care workers and has a facility ready to inject up to 500 people a day. One major problem: 
it has no doses to give.” Louis Cappelli Jr., director of he Camden County Board of Directors, lashed out 
Thursday ai ithe Trump administration, blaming it for whai he said was a lack of coordination and leadership.” 


Wisconsin Lawmakers, Governor Wrangle Over COVID-19 Bill As Statewide Death Toll Tops 
5K. 


The AP (41/7, Bauer} reports that the Republican-controlled Wisconsin Assembly on Thursday “passed a doomed 
COVID-19 response bill that Senate Republicans and Democratic Gov. Tony Evers oppose, and there’s no sign 
of an agreement on a plan to combat the virus that has killed more than 5,000 people in the state.” Evers and 
Assembly Democrats “have their own proposals that Republicans do not support.” The Legislature “hasn't 
passed anything related to the pandemic since April, and recent talks between Evers and Republican leaders 
failed to result in a deal.” 


Massachusetts Governor Extends Coronavirus Restrictions On Businesses For Two Weeks. 


The Boston Globe (1/7, Andersen, 1.04M)} reports that Gov. Charlie Baker (R) “said Thursday that the state is 
extending by two weeks the capacity restrictions on various industries to combat the spread of COVID-19, as 
Connecticut announced that two cases of the new, highly contagious coronavirus variant have been identified in 
that state.” For most businesses, “he said, capacity limits will remain at 25 percent. Indoor and outdoor gathering 
limits will remain 25 people outside and 10 people inside, including for events.” 

The Boston Business Journal (1/7, Ryan, Bartlett, Subscription Publication, 881K) reporis behind a paywall 


Georgia State University Researchers Get $600K Grant From HHS. 


The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (1/7, Miller, 1.46M) reports, “Researchers in Georgia State University’s School 
of Public Health and Emory University’s School of Medicine have received a $600,000 grant from the U.S. 
Depariment of Health and Human Services’ Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality to help nursing homes 
implement practices to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and stop the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 
according to a press release.” The funding “allows the public health team from the School of Public Health’s 
Cenier for Leadership in Disability to collaborate with researchers from Emory University’s School of Medicine 
and Geriatric Workforce Enhancement Program to form Georgia's National Nursing Home COVID-19 Action 
Network.” 
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Kansas Expects To Finish Giving Vaccinations To Nursing Home Residents, Health 
Workers By End Of Month. 


The AP (1/7, Hollingsworth, Hanna) reporis that Kansas “expects to finish giving COVID-19 vaccines to long- 
term care residents and health care workers by the end of this month and has moved people aged 65 and older 
into the next group to receive the shots.” Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly on Thursday “announced new details 
about the order in which her state’s residents will be eligible for inoculations, and making people aged 65 to 74 
years an earlier priority was the biggest shift.” 


West Virginia Now Administering Second COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


NPR (41/7, Noguchi, 3.69M) reports, “Having delivered vaccine io health workers and completed a first-round of 
shots at ail its long-term care facilities, the state [of West Virginia] is now administering second doses and 
moving on to other populations, including people age 80 and over, and teachers who are 50 and older.” 
AHCAINCAL president and CEO Mark Parkinson said that “states eager to speed up the process should take 
note of the gubernatorial leadership in states like West Virginia and Connecticut that are doing weil.” Parkinson 
added, “What | would be doing if | was governor is | would be on speed dial with the CEQs of CVS and 
Walgreens every single day.” 


Florida Senator Calls For Congressional Probe Into Nursing Home That Allegedly Gave 
COVID-19 Vaccines To Wealthy Donors. 


Politico (1/7, Fineout, Sarkissian, 6.73M) reports that Sen. Rick Scott (R-FL) on Thursday “called for a 
congressional investigation into what he called ‘vaccine distribution mismanagement,’ following multiple reports 
that a West Palm Beach nursing home and assisied-living facility steered highly sought after vaccine shots to its 
board members and major donors.” Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) already “has been under fire for the burnpy rollout of 
vaccinations in Florida due to the Republican governor’s insistence that those 65 or older be among the first to 
get inoculated with one of the Covid-19 vaccines.” But Scott’s “decision to wade into the controversy, even in a 
limited fashion, marks yet another instance in which the former Florida governor and his successor in 
Tallahassee have taken shots — some of them subtie, some of them not so subtle ~ at each other.” 

Fox News (1/7, Phillips, 23.99M) reporis that in calling for the investigation, Scott described the nursing 
home's actions “absolutely disgusting.” 


San Antonio Officials Counting On State Supplying Second Dose Of COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The San Antonio Express-News (1/7, Garcia, 685K) reports, “Only about 322 Bexar County residents have been 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19, which means they've already received their second dose.” That “leaves more 
than 39,000 people in the San Antonio area — mostly front-line health care workers and nursing home residenis — 
stil in need of the second dose to get full protection against the coronavirus.” Local officials “are counting on the 
state’s promise that enough vaccine will be available by the time the second dose is due despite limited supply.” 


Pennsylvania Officials Reverse Course, Call For Return To In-Person Instruction For 
Schools. 
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The AP (1/7, Rubinkam) reporis that Pennsylvania schools “should consider a return to in-person instruction for 
elemeniary-age students, state health and education officials said Thursday, a change from previous slate 
guidance that recommended online-only education in areas where the coronavirus is raging.” Since the 
academic year began, state officials “have urged virtual instruction in counties with a ‘substantial’ level of 
communily transmission — a number thal rose rapidly as the virus surged this fall and winter.” State officials “now 
want schools to consider bringing elementary studenis back to the classroom, saying that’s where they belong.” 


CDC: Florida Among States That Have Delivered Fewer Than One Fourth Of Their COVID-19 
Vaccines. 


CNN (4/7, Holcombe, 89.21M) reports that Florida “has put state health centers in charge of rolling out Covid-19 
vaccines, and with some opting for less organized plans, it’s left seniors to deal with crashing websites, jammed 
phone lines and nights spent waiting in line.” As of Tuesday, “about 19 million doses had been distributed 
nationally and 4.8 million administered, according to the latest data from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.” Florida “is among 12 states that have administered fewer than a quarter of their vaccines.” 


Powerful Synthetic Opioid Fentanyl Played Major Role In Higher Number Of Deaths Among 
Homeless Population In L.A. County, Report Says. 


The Los Angeles Times (1/7, Smith, 3.37M) reports, “A sharp rise in deaths of homeless people starting in the 
spring of 2020 was driven by drug overdoses involving fentanyl, a report released Thursday by the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health concluded.” During “the first seven months of 2020, 926 homeless people 
died in L.A. County, an increase of 26% over the same period in 2019.” Data indicate “drug overdoses were 
responsible for just under 30% of homeless deaths in 2020, by far the leading cause.” The article says, 
“Methamphetamine, determined to be involved in nearly two-thirds of those deaths, remained the dominant 
contributor,” however, “the presence of the powerful synthetic opioid fentanyl in the mix of drugs generally found 
in @ person’s system more than doubled to 41%.” 


US Toughens Ban On Female Genital Mutilation. 


Reuiers (1/7, Batha) reports the US “has toughened its ban on the ‘abhorrent practice’ of female genital 
mutilation in @ move campaigners hope will bolster efforts to end an ancient nite forced on millions of girls 
worldwide.” Already, the US has “outlawed the widely condemned ritual, which dates back more than 2,000 
years, but its first ban hit an unexpected legal roadblock so ii moved to tighten the wording this week.” The article 
adds that the law which President Trump signed “on Tuesday says the United States should lead the way, calling 
FGM ‘a form of child abuse, gender discrimination, and violence.” 


Analysis Examines Failure Of Haven, The Joint Venture Between Amazon, JPMorgan And 
Berkshire. 

The Wail Street Journal (1/7, Herrera, Benoit, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporis according to existing and 
former employees at Haven, Amazon, JPMorgan Chase, and Berkshire Hathaway, the joint venture between 
these behemoths failed due to several central challenges such as high employee turnover, unanticipated 
compeiiion and a lack of transparency in the healthcare industry, particularly with respect fo costs. 


GADB0000001408 


Pregnant, Postpartum Black Women 45% More Likely To Die In The Hospital, Have Higher 
Heart Attack Risk, Study Finds. 


The Chicago Tribune (1/7, Bowen, 2.03M) reporis a study published in the Journal of the American Heart 
Association last month found that “Black women have the highest risk of pregnancy-related heart problems, even 
when adjusting for socioeconomic differences.” For the study, researchers examined the “health records for 46 
million hospitalizations of pregnant or postpartum women between 2007 and 2017. They found that Black women 
were 57% more likely to have a stroke, 45% more likely to die in the hospital and 23% more likely to have a heart 
attack.” The article adds that in December, HHS unveiled “a plan to improve maternal health that includes getting 
blood pressure under control for 80% of reproductive-age women.” 


UnitedHealth Group Subsidiary Indicted On Antitrust Charges. 


The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Kendall, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporis a federal district court in Texas 
has indicted UnitedHealth Group subsidiary Surgical Care Affiliates on antitrust charges. Authorities allege the 
unit had long-term deals with rivals not to poach top-level employees from each other. 


Study Indicates Identical Twins Are Not Genetically The Same. 


The AP (4/7, Larson) reports, “Identical twins are not exactly genetically the same,” according to a study 
published in Nature Genetics. For the study, researchers “in Iceland sequenced DNA from 387 pairs of identical 
twins — those derived from a single ferilized egg — as well as from their parents, children and spouses.” This 
“allowed them to find ‘early mutations that separate identical twins,’ said Kari Stefansson, a geneticist at the 
University of iceland and the company deCODE genetics.” Data show that “on average, identical twins have 5.2 
of these early genetic differences,” however, “about 15% of identical twin pairs have more genetic differences, 
some of them up to 100, said Stefansson.” 

The Scientist (1/7, Offord, 157K) also reports on the story. 


BioNTech Uses mRNA Technology To Prevent Disease Progression In Mice Models Of 
Multiple Sclerosis. 


STAT (1/7, Garde, 262K) reports following the success of Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna in developing mRNA- 
based vaccines to protect against coronavirus, scientisis are wondering if similar technolagy could be used to 
treat patients with autoimmune disorders. In a study published in Science, BioNTech used mRNA sirands 
“encased in a fatty envelope” to prevent disease progression in mice models of multiple sclerosis. 


Experts Warn That Federal Appeals Court Decision Could Curtail “Skinny Labeling” And In 
Turn Access To Many Generic Drugs. 


STAT (1/7, Silverman, 262K) reporis a federal appeals court is being asked fo review a panel decision made last 
October that experts say could impact the availability of many generic drugs. The panel's decision “threw into 
doubt a long-standing premise known as skinny labeling,” which “refers to a move by a generic company to seek 
reguiatory approval io market its medicine for a specific use, but not other patented uses for which a brand-name 
drug is prescribed.” Experis say that if the practice of skinny labeling is curtailed, then access to many generic 
drugs could be reduced. 
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Sarepta Therapeutics Announces Mixed Results From First Clinical Trial Testing Gene 
Therapy For Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. 


STAT (1/7, Feuerstein, 262K) reporis Sarepta Therapeutics “announced mixed results frorn the first randomized 
clinical trial of its gene therapy for Duchenne muscular dystrophy, raising questions about the path forward for 
the one-time, potentially curative treatment.” In the trial, a single infusion of SRP-9001 “produced large increases 
in a crucial muscle protein typically missing in children born with Duchenne,” however, “the increases failed to 
coincide with statistically significant improvements in muscle function for all patients after one year.” 

BioPharma Dive (1/7, Gardner} reports, “Executives had in recent months suggested they could discuss an 
accelerated approval with the Food and Drug Administration, should this trial and a separate, smaller study now 
underway succeed.” The company “will continue the trial to a second stage, and will wait for that smailer study to 
read out results before meeting with the FDA.” However, “the unexpectedly negative findings will weigh on the 
value investors put in Sarepta’s gene therapy work.” 


Global Health News 


Western European Countries Lag US, Britain In COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Dalton, Sylvers, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports coronavirus vaccination 
efforts in Europe are going slowly, leading to criticism of France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Italy, which have 
all vaccinated far fewer people than have Germany, the UK, and the US. 


Coronavirus In Europe Passes 25 Million Cases, With 559K Deaths. 


Reuters (1/7, Abraham) reports, “Coronavirus cases in Europe surpassed 25 million on Thursday, according to a 
Reuters tally, with several countries reinstating or extending lockdowns.” According to Reuters, Europe has had 
“al leasi 25,016,506 cases and 559,863 deaths since the siart of the pandemic.” Europe, says Reuters, has one 
“tenth of the world’s population,” and “nearly 30% of global cases and deaths.” Germany “extended its 
nationwide lockdown until the end of January,” while Haly extended its restrictions to January 15, and Greece 
“amposed a strict lockdown from Jan. 3 to dan. 14." 


WHO Europe Director Urges Stronger Measures To Control Spread Of Coronavirus. 


CNN (1/7, Braithwaite, 89.21M) reports, “The World Health Organization (WHO) has called on European 
countries to intensHy coronavirus measures” as “WHO Europe director Hans Kluge said Thursday that further 
measures were needed to ‘flatten the steep vertical line’ of rising cases.” Kluge said that given the growing 
spread of the UK variant, “without increased control to slow its spread, there will be an increased impact on 
already stressed and pressurized health facilities.” 


Johnson: Nearly 1.5M People Have Been Vaccinated In The UK. 


Reuters (1/7, Schornberg, Holden) reports on Thursday, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said thai nearly “1.5 
million people have been vaccinated against COVID-19” in Britain, and “that the government was increasing the 
number of places where people could get vaccinated and the number of people who could give the vaccination.” 
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Head Of England’s NHS Says Everyone Will Get Second Dose Of Coronavirus Vaccine. 


Reuters (1/7, James, Schomberg) reports that Simon Stevens, Chief Executive of the England’s National Health 
Service (NHS), “reassured people that they would get their second COVID vaccinations after some appointments 
were cancelled in order to prioritise giving oul more initial doses of the shot.” Stevens said, “People will get their 
second jabs (shots), whether that’s Pfizer or Astrazeneca.” Stevens also said “that ihe reprioritisation of shots 
would mean that twice as many people would be offered first doses of the vaccine over the next several weeks.” 

FDA Adviser Qoposes UK Pian To Delay Second Dose. ABC News (1/7, Ordonez, Woodruff, 
2.44M)} reports, “The U.K. plans to postpone giving the required second dose of their authorized vaccines by up 
to 12 weeks — an attempt to hasten distribution of the first dose.” Dr. Paul Offit, a member of the Food and Drug 
Adrminisiration’s Vaccine Advisory Committee, called ita “Bad idea,” because, he said, “You're disrupiing a 
program.” Offit added, “it’s making a mistake to just delay the second dose because it sends a subtle message 
that the second dose perhaps isn’t so important — whereas it’s critically important because that is what gives you 
the protection, and likely longer-lerm protection, you need from these vaccines.” 


UK Working With Pfizer And AstraZeneca To Boost Supplies Of Coronavirus Vaccines. 


Reuters (1/7, Smout)} reports on Thursday, UK Health Minister Matt Hancock said that “the government is 
working with both Pfizer and AstraZeneca to increase supplies” of their coronavirus vaccines as part of its 
“ambitious target to inoculate more than 13 millon people who are elderly, vulnerable or frontline workers by mid- 
February.” Hancock said, “The manufacturers are doing a brillant job, and they're delivering io the schedule 
that’s agreed, bul that schedule is the amount of vaccine that we have ... we expect to see that amount of 
vaccine being delivered going up.” 


England’s NHS To Use London Field Hospital Built In Spring For Pandemic. 


The AP (41/7) reports that NHS England Chief Executive Simon Stevens said Thursday that the NHS “will from 
next week employ a little-used field hospital specially built” at the ExCel London, and “a few hundred beds for 
non-COVID patients are expected to be available at first.” The hospital “was one of several built in the spring to 
help during the pandemic,” but “they were barely used and were mothballed.” 


UK To Ban Travelers From Southern African Countries For Two Weeks. 


Reuters (1/7) reports, “The United Kingdom said on Thursday it would extend a ban on travellers entering 


England to southern African countries in a measure to prevent the spread of a new COVID-19 variant identified 
in South Africa.” The ban will be imposed for two weeks beginning Saturday. 


French PM Announces Further Closings. 


Reuters (1/7, Kar-Gupta, Blamont) reporis that French Prime Minister Jean Castex “said restaurants, cinemas 
and museums would remain closed throughout January and ski resoris might not reopen before the February 
holidays.” Castex also said “that he could not rule out a further nationwide tightening of measures.” 

French Health Minister Says Labs Are Tracking New Coronavirus Variants. Reuters (1/7, Kar- 
Gupta) reporis, “French Health Minister Olivier Veran said on Thursday that all laboraiories had been mobilised 


to track the new variants of the coronavirus in France.” 
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France Focused On Allaying Public Concerns About Coronavirus Vaccine. The Washington 
Post (1/7, Noack, 10.52M) reports that “France had by Sunday only adminisiered about 500 doses of the Pfizer- 
BioNTech vaccine,” and 19,500 by Wednesday, compared to “more than 370,000 in Germany.” The slow rollout 
in France “was blamed largely on bureaucratic obstacles. But those obstacles were no accident.” They were part 
of an effort io respond to “public concerns” about the vaccine, and include “multiple layers of precautions — 
mandating that recipienis engage in an often time-consuming consultation process before getting a shot, which 
could only be administered by a doctor or a health worker under direct supervision of a doctor.” France Is also 
“moving ahead with plans to form a vaccine council of 35 ordinary French citizens.” 


Merkel Says Worst Months In Pandemic May Be Ahead. 


Bloomberg (1/7, Blackman, Kresge, 3.57M) reporis that German Chancellor Angela Merkel “warned that ‘the 
most difficult months’ in the fight against the coronavirus pandemic still lie ahead.” But, added Merkel, “there is a 
glimmer of hope in that vaccines are now available.” 


WHO’s O’Brien Says COVAX To Start Delivering Vaccines By End Of January Or Early 
February. 


Reuters (1/7, Miller) reports, “Poorer nations could start receiving COVID-19 vaccines as soon as this month 
from a World Health Organization-backed programme aiming to divvy up shots fairly to help end the pandemic, 
WHO immunization director Kate O’Brien said on Thursday.” O’Brien also said that the “COVA facility has 
raised $6 billion of the $7 billion that it has sought in 2021 to help finance deliveries to 92 developing nations with 
limited or no means to buy vaccines on their own.” O’Brien added, “The facilily has access to over 2 billion doses 
of vaccine,” and, she said, “We will start to deliver those vaccines probably by the end of January, and if not, 
then certainly by early February and mid-February.” 


WHO Europe Director Says Report On Italy’s Coronavirus Response Should Have Been 
Shared With Government Before Publication. 


The AP (1/7, Winfield) reporis the World Health Organization Europe Director Dr. Hans Kiuge on Thursday 
“denied...ihat Italian officials pressured it to spike a report into Htaly’s coronavirus response but said the U.N. 
agency should have shared the document with Italy’s government before publishing it.” Kluge “said the agency's 
procedures had been ‘overlooked, as he sought to explain WHO's decision to pull the report from its website a 
day after it was posted May 13.” Meanwhile, “the report’s lead coordinator...has said an ltalian WHO official 
pressured him to falsify the date of the pandemic plan.” The WHO had earlier “said the report was removed 
because it contained unspecified factual inaccuracies’ and wasn’t reposted because a different review process 
was adopted instead.” 


Israel, Pfizer Enter New Agreement To Help Complete Coronavirus Inoculations By March. 


The New York Times (1/7, Rasgon, 20.6M) reports, “In a boost to Israel’s vaccination campaign, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu announced on Thursday that he had reached an agreement with Pfizer that will enable all 
Israelis above age 16 to be inoculated against Covid-19 by the end of March.” Netanyahu “made the remarks 
hours before Israel was set to tighten its current lockdown in hopes of siaving off the new, highly transmissible 
variant of the coronavirus,” and said, “We are going to be the first country to beat the coronavirus.” The Times 
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says, “The vow came after days in which health officials warned that Israel's supply of vaccines was dwindling.” 
Over 18% “of Israel's population has already received the first dose...a rate that has far outsiripped the rest of 
the world and buoyed Mr. Netanyahu’s battered domestic image.” 

israel’s Vaccine Rollout Raises Questions Over Obligations To Palestinians. The Wall Street 
Journal (1/7, Schwariz, Lieber, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that experts are questioning whether 
israel has an obligation to provide COVID vaccines to Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has projected that the country will immunize fis entire adult population by 
the end of March, while the West Bank and Gaza, which rely on outside aid, are awaiting assistance from the 
World Health Organization’s Covax program, which is expected to launch in March ai the earliest. 


South Africa Announces Purchase Of 1.5M Doses Of AstraZeneca Vaccine. 


The AP (1/7, Meldrum) reports that South Africa “will import 1.5 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine to 
inoculate the country’s health workers,” in its “first announcement of the purchase of a COVID-19 vaccine.” The 
doses are to come from the Serum Institute of India, with 1 million in January and the remainder in February. 


Lebanon Imposes 25 Day Lockdown. 


The AP (1/7) reports on Thursday, “Lebanon began a 25-day nationwide lockdown...as infections hit a 
record...and patients overwhelm the health care sector.” The lockdown, the country’s third since February, 
“closes most businesses and limits traffic” and “reduces the number of flights at the country’s only international 
airport.” 


South Africa Announces Deal For 1.5M Doses Of AstraZeneca-Oxford Coronavirus Vaccine. 


The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Steinhauser, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports on Thursday, South Africa 
announced that it will receive 1 million doses of the AstraZeneca-Oxford coronavirus vaccine in January from the 
Serum Institute of India, and 500,000 in February. South Africa decided to bypass its own regulatory procedures 
to speed the distribution of the vaccine. One reason is that none of the makers had applied for approval in South 
Africa. 

Top Pharmacy Chains Plan To Offer inoculations. Reuters (1/7, Dludla) reports, “South Africa’s two 
biggest pharmacy chains Clicks Group and Dis-Chem Pharmacies said they plan to offer COVID-19 shots at 


their stores and provide storage and distribution facilities in the vaccine rollout programme once the government 
provides more details.” So far, Health Minister Mkhize has only “said...that the country plans to vaccinate 40 
million people within a year to achieve herd immunity.” 

Kenya To Begin Receiving Coronavirus Vaccine Next Month. 


The AP (1/7, Odula) reporis, “Kenya’s health minister says the country is expected to start receiving 24 million 
doses next month of the COVID-19 vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University.” The vaccine is 
“being obtained through the COVA facility.” 


Brazil Passes 200,000 Reported Deaths From COVID-19. 
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Bloomberg (1/7, Leite, Aragaki, 3.57M) reports, “Brazil's coronavirus death toll passed 200,000" as “Brazil’s 
Health Ministry reported 1,524 deaths” as well as 87,843 new cases. Meanwhile, “Brazil has yet to even approve 
the use of a vaccine.” 

The AP (1/7, Savarese, Jeantet) reports that Brazilians filled the beaches over Christmas and New Years as 
Summer began Dec. 21st, and “intensive-care units in many cities are once again slammed with COVID-19 
patients.” 


Argentina’s New Restrictions To Be Announced Friday. 


Reuters (1/7, Ctaola, Raszewski) reports on Thursday, Argentina announced there would be new restrictions on 
movement “during night hours’ after reporting 13,441 new cases on Wednesday, “up dramatically from 5,200 
reported a month earlier.” The measures are to be announced on Friday. 


Mexican Official Travels To Argentina To Discuss Sputnik V. 


Reuters (1/7, Esposito) reports that Mexico’s Deputy Health Minister Hugo Lopez-Gatell “traveled to Buenos 
Aires to discuss COVID-19 vaccines with Argentine President Alberto Fernandez, whose government has begun 
administering Russia’s Sputnik V.” 


Canadian Officials Face Consequences Of Traveling While Advising Others Not To. 


The New York Times (1/7, Porter, 20.6M) reports, “More than a dozen Canadian politicians have been pilloried 
and punished since New Year's Eve for taking tropical vacations and family trips outside of the couniry while 
most of the nation has hunkered under lockdowns.” The Times says that “Canadians have been seething over 
the past week, as one repentant politician after another apologized for taking trips out of the couniry.” The 
officials have also “faced political consequences, losing ministerial posts and spats on important political 
committees.” They have been found in ail parties. 


Japanese PM Announces State Of Emergency For Tokyo Area. 


The Washington Post (1/7, Denyer, 10.52M) reports, “Japan’s leaders believed they had found a way to live with 
the coronavirus and keep the economy open, relying on widespread mask-wearing and sensible precautions 
without resorting to mandatory lockdowns.” On Thursday, “Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga reluctantly declared a 
state of emergency in the Tokyo area.” The restrictions “include asking restaurants and bars to close early, 
requesting residents to refrain from non-urgent outings, and limiting attendance at sports and other events to 
5,000 people, at least until Feb. 7.” 


Many Australian Citizens Still Abroad Due To Closed Border, Limited Flights. 


The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Glynn, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that with the controls adopted by 
Australia, with 28,500 reported cases, to combat the coronavirus, nearly 10 months after closing its border last 
March, around 39,000 Australians remain overseas, while 430,000 have returned home. To help, the 
government has subsidized some Qantas Airways flights, and lent money to those who could not afford flights. 
Australia imposes Three-day Lockdown in Srisbane. Reuters (1/7, Packham, Jose) reports that 
“Australia’s Queensiand state will enforce a three-day lockdown in Brisbane, the state capital, from Friday 


evening after a quarantine hotel worker tested positive for the more contagious variant of COVID-19 that has 
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emerged in Britain.” Under the lockdown, “Brisbane's more than 2 millon residents must wear masks and can go 
outside only for one of four essential reasons — grocery shopping, work, exercise or medical treatment.” 


Research Suggests Three Times As Many As Reported May Have Been Infected With 
Coronavirus In Wuhan, China. 


Reuiers (1/7, Stanway) reports on research indicating that “the number of people who have been infected with 
COVID-19 in the Chinese city of Wuhan...could be around three times the official figure.” The researchers, wha 
live in Wuhan, “analysed blood samples from more than 60,000 healthy individuals taken from locations across 
China from March to May 2020.” The analysis showed “that 1.68% of those from Wuhan contained antibodies for 
SARS-CoV-2...compared to 0.59% in surrounding Hubei province and 0.38% in the rest of China.” The findings 
were published in PLOS Neglecied Tropical Diseases. 


UK Professor Offers Ideas For Addressing Coronavirus. 


Christina Pagel, professor of operational research and director of the Clinical Operational Research Unit at 
University College London, writes in the Washington Post (1/7, Pagel, 10.52M), about the UK response to the 
new coronavirus variant, saying that “the new lockdown should be enough to slow growth, but given the higher 
infectiousness of the new variant, it is very possible this will be not be enough to actually drive new cases down.” 
To do that, Pagel argues that “isolating new cases and their contacts through effective contact tracing is crucial.” 
She also calls for “paying essential workers to isolate for 10 days and offering accommodations where needed,” 
for “stricter border controls,” including “an enforced 14-day quarantine,” and for “rampfing] up vaccination to the 
whole population as quickly as possible.” 


Rights Experts Warn South Africa’s Plan To Capture Babies’ Biometrics Could Be Risky 
Without Tough Safeguards. 


Reuters (1/7, Harrisberg) reports, “Plans to photograph and fingerprint every baby born in South Africa fora 
digital register could lead to data leaks and identity theft without robust safeguards, rights experts said on 
Thursday.” The government intends “to capture detailed biometrics — unique physical traits ~ of every child born 
in South Africa and link this data to parents’ identity numbers, which are printed on all ID documents.” The 
couniry “hopes the new registration system will prevent corrupt officials selling birth certificates to foreigners to 
legally secure South African citizenship and protect children who otherwise risk going undocumented.” 


More Brazilian Women Going To Argentina For Abortions. 


The AP (1/7, Biller, Calatrava, Pollastri) reports there is a growing trend of Brazilian women going to Argentina to 
obtain abortions given thai their country has a ban on the procedure. The article says at the end of December, 
Argentina passed landmark legislation legalizing abortion, becoming “the largest Latin American nation to do so.” 
This “underscores not only how Argentina's progressive social policy diverges from Brazil's conservative one, but 
also the likelihood that more Brazilian women will seek abortions in the neighboring nation.” 


Toxic Air In India, South Asian Countries Linked To 350,000 Miscarriages, Study Suggests. 


Reuters (1/7) reports new research indicates “toxic air in India and other South Asian countries could be causing 
large numbers of miscarriages and stillbirths.” The study “estimated nearly 350,000 pregnancy losses a year in 
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South Asia were linked to high pollution levels, accounting for 7% of annual pregnancy joss in the region 
between 2000 and 2018.” The findings were published in The Lancet medical journal on Thursday. 


India’s Tobacco Industry Will Object To Proposed Changes To Anti-Smoking Law. 


Reuters (1/6, Kalra) reported the tobacco industry in India “will object to a proposal to ban smoking zones in 
hotels and prohibit advertising at cigaretie kiosks as the government steps up anti-smoking efforts, two 
executives said on Wednesday.” The proposal would also ban smoking zones in restaurants and airports, and it 
“calls for increasing the minimum legal smoking age from 18 to 21. ... The draft changes have also tightened 
existing provisions to ban advertising at kiosks and prohibit sale of loose cigarette sticks, which form the bulk of 
the sales.” 


HHS in the News 


Azar Says States Can Begin Distributing COVID-19 Vaccines To Other Groups. 


Fox News (1/7, Rivas, 23.99M)} reports, “Amid criticism of a growing number of unused coronavirus vaccines 
sitting on shelves nationwide, a top federal official said Wednesday states should vaccinaie older, vulnerable 
Americans.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said, “States can also accelerate vaccine administration by moving on to 
providing vaccinations to broader populations right now. ... There is no reason that states need to complete, say, 
vaccinating all health care providers before opening up vaccinations to older Americans or other especially 
vulnerable populations.” Although a CDC panel recommended “prioritizing front-line medical workers and long- 
term care facilities first, states ultimately decide who should be first in line for vaccines.” 


Health Experts, Political Leaders Rethink Strict Prioritization Amid COVID-19 Vaccine 
Rollout. 


Axios (1/8, Owens, 1.26M) reports “some political leaders and public health experts are rethinking strict 
prioritization for coronavirus vaccines, suggesting thal it might make more sense to simply try to administer as 
many doses as possible as quickly as possible.” As supplies remain “limited, there’s an inherent tension between 
trying to focus first on the peaple most al risk from the virus — including those most likely to spread it — and 
getting shots into arms at maximum speed.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said this week, “Ht would be much better to 
move quickly and end up vaccinating some lower-priority people than to let vaccines sit around while states try to 
micrornanage this process.” Meanwhile, “Surgeon General Jerome Adams echoed this sentiment, saying that if 
states have exhausted the demand from one priority group or one location, they should quickly move to the next 


n 


one. 


Federal Health Officials Aim To Speed Up COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


Reuters (1/7, Caspani, Maan) reports “U.S. health officials sought to speed up the sluggish pace of COVID-19 
vaccinations on Thursday.” About “6 million people across the United States had received a first injection of ihe 
two-shot vaccines” by Thursday, “accounting for less than one-third of more than 21 million doses shipped to 
date, according to the’ CDC. That figure “falls far shori of the 20 million vaccinations the U.S. government had 
vowed to administer by the end of 2020.” On Wednesday, Reuters says, “top health officials announced plans to 
start distributing COVID-19 vaccines through pharmacies around the country earlier than expected this week as 
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states have struggled io administer supplies they have received.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar “told govemors to not 
let vaccines go unused due to policies requiring healthcare workers get the shois first.” 


Court Concurs Hospitals Cannot Challenge HHS’ Calculation Of Adjustments To Medicare 
Reimbursements For Uncompensated Care. 


Bloomberg Law (1/7, Pazanowski, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports the ACA prevents “hospitals from 
challenging HHS Secretary Alex M. Azar I!’s calculation of adjustments to Medicare reimbursements for 
uncompensated care provided to low-income Americans, a federal court in Washington said.” The ariicie adds 
that HHS’ “Provider Reimbursement Review Board lacked jurisdiction to consider the hospitals’ objections to 
their payments, and thus properly dismissed their request for review, the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia said Thursday.” 


Democratic Governors Want Feds To Release Remaining COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


Politico (1/7, Lim, 6.73M) reports eight Democratic governors “are demanding that federal health officials release 
doses of Covid-19 vaccines currently being held back to ensure people who got their first dose can get their 
second.” The federal government took this action “to ensure that everyone who is vaccinated completes the 
recommended two-shot sequence,” however, “with a new, likely more transmissible coronavirus strain now 
circulating, public health experts have urged state and federal authorities to pick up the pace of vaccination.” An 
HHS spokesperson told Politico, “Operation Warp Speed is continuing to ensure second doses are available to 
vaccine adminisiration siles, at appropriate intervals, as directed by jurisdiction leaders. ... There will always be a 
lag between shots allocated and those ordered, between those ordered and those delivered, between those 
delivered and those administered, and between those administered and reported as administered.” 

Crain’s Chicago Business (IL) (1/7, Goldberg, 175K) reports that llinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D), joined by 
“Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Washington Gov. Jay Inslee and Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly,” 
wrote to HHS about releasing the remaining vaccines. 

Inside Health Policy (1/7, Wang, Subscription Publication) reports that the governors sent the letter to HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar and Operation Warp Speed Chief Operating Officer Gen. Gustave Perna. 

WILX-TV Lansing, MI (1/7, Reed, 61K) also reports on the story. 


Hospital Group Decries “Slow Pace” Of US COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


Bloomberg (1/7, LaVito, 3.57M) reports, “As the U.S. grapples with record hospitalizations and deaihs from the 
Covid-19 pandemic, a crucial vaccination rollout campaign is being impeded by inconsistent messaging and 
myriad state strategies as a new variant of the virus drives up infection rates, according to public health experts.” 
The missteps “have put the number of vaccinations well behind targets set by the Trump administration's US. 
Operation Warp Speed effort.” About 5.46 million doses “have been administered in the U.S. since mid- 
December, or 32% of those that have been distributed across the country and well below the Trump 
administration’s goal of 20 million by the end of 2020, according to data compiled by Bloomberg News.” 

The Hill (1/7, Sullivan, 5.69M) reports that the American Hospital Association on Thursday “called on the 
Trump administration to take action to speed up coronavirus vaccinations, saying it is concerned about the ‘slow 
pace’ so far.” Hospiials “are at the center of the first stage of vaccinations, for health care workers, but they said 
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in a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar that they ‘have seen a number of barriers’ so far.” 
Richard Pollack, the CEO of the American Hospital Association, “wrote thal there are problems with lines of 
communication.” 

Also reporting are CNBC (1/7, Feuer, 7.34M), Forbes (4/7, Porterfield, 10.33M), FierceHealthcare (1/7, 
King, 150K), and Bloomberg Law (1/7, Pugh, Subscription Publication, 4K}. 


COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Has Reportedly Been Slow Inside Nursing Homes. 


USA Today (1/8, Weintraub, Leys, 12.7M) reporis “nursing hames have been slow to roll out COVID-19 
vaccines, but federal, pharmacy and nursing home officials said they are on track to finish the job before the end 
of the month.” Roughly “16% of vaccines distributed for use in nursing homes have been injected into residents 
and the staff who care for them, according to data from the” CDC. However, HHS “Secretary Alex Azar said 
those figures underestimate actual vaccinations, because there is a lag between the time shois are given and 
when they are recorded.” He also “said the pace of vaccination has been slowed by the need to get consent 
forms from residents or their family members, but he expecis vaccination rates to speed up soon.” 


Taiwan Welcomes Visit Of US Ambassador To UN. 


The AP (1/8, Wu) reports “Taiwan said Friday it welcomed the visit of the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations 
in the closing days of the Trump administration, in a move that brought China’s renewed condemnation of 
Washington.” From January 13 to January 15, “Kelly Craft will visit Taipei, the island’s capital.” According to the 
AP, “the U.S. Mission to the United Nations said Thursday the visit would ‘reinforce the U.S. government's strong 


and ongoing support for Taiwan’s international space.” The piece mentions that HHS Secretary Alex Azar visited 
Taiwan in August. 


Counties With In-Person University Classes Experienced Significant Increase In SARS-CoV- 
2 Cases, CDC Study Says. 


CNN (1/7, Howard, Christensen, 89.21M) reports researchers found that “counties where large colleges and 
universities opened for in-person classes in the fall suffered a significant rise in the incidence of [SARS-CoV-2], 
according to a new’ CDC study. The researchers found that counties with institutions that began in-person 
instruction “experienced a 56% increase in incidence” within three weeks. 

The New York Times (1/7, Rabin, 20.6M) reports “the incidence of new coronavirus cases was generally 
declining in early August, the researchers said, though rates among adults aged 18 io 22 were on the rise.” 
Raies of infection “went on falling — by an average of 18 percent — where large universities chose to teach 
remotely, the researchers found, but the rates shot up where in-person instruction was underway.” However, 
“researchers did not take account of whether students were physically present on campus, even if classes were 
being held remotely, Dr. Lisa Barrios, a member of the C.D.C.’s Covid-19 response team, pointed out.” 

The Washington Times (1/7, Tan, 626K} reports “infections increased from 15.3 per 100,000 people to 23.9 
per 100,000 from the 21 days before in-person classes began up to three weeks after classes began, according 
to” the data. Meanwhile, “counties with online-only colleges reported a 17.9% drop in infections, from 17.9 to 
14.7 per 100,000, during the same period.” 


Giroir To Remain In His Trump Administration Position Until Day Before Inauguration Day. 
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Inside Health Policy (1/7, Lienhard, Wang, Subscription Publication} reports “HHS Assistant Secretary for Health 
and White House COVID-19 testing czar Brett Giroir said he will remain in his position with the Trump 
administration until Jan. 19, the day before...Joe Biden’s inauguration.” Until then, Giroir “will work with Biden’s 
staff to ensure a smooth transition, Giroir told reporters Thursday (Jan. 7). Moncef Slaoul, Operation Warp 
Speed’s chief scientific adviser, also has said he will stay on and help with the Biden transition.” 


Giroir Says HHS “Very Confident” Better COVID-19 Testing System For Congress Will Be In 
Place Before Inauguration Day. 


Inside Health Policy (1/7, Lienhard, Subscription Publication) reporis “HHS Assistant Secretary Brett Giroir said 
the department is ‘very confident’ an improved congressional COVID-19 testing sysiem will be in place in time for 
President-Elect Joe Biden's inauguration, coming after FDA warned earlier this week thai the test currently used 
by members of Congress could be faulty.” Giroir “also said the new, more contagious strains of COVID-19 found 
in the United Kingdom and South Africa are siill detectable by current U.S. testing systems.” 


Surgeon General Speaks To Pace Of COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


= (1/7, 837K) reporis with a two-part videotape interview with US Surgeon General Dr. Jerome 


Adams. The interview covers subjects ranging from the distribution of COVID-19 vaccine doses to the FDA's rale 


in oversight of vaccinations. The second part of the interview is available here = (7, 837K). 


HHS Funding Extended Until April For Virus Testing In At-Risk Areas. 


Bloomberg (1/7, Lee, Court, 3.57M) reports that a $550 million funding extension “announced Thursday means 
thousands of Covid-19 testing sites in vulnerable U.S. areas will continue to operate into April.” The program 
“orimarily provides testing sites in areas with “moderate-to-high social vulnerability” according to an 
announcement from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.” More than 250 million Covid-19 tests 
“have been performed in the US. so far, Brett Giroir, the assistant secretary for health, said in a Thursday 
briefing.” 


HHS Working To Provide Alternative To Potentially Faulty COVID-19 Tests Used By 
Congress. 


Politico (1/7, Lim, 6.73M) reports that the US Depariment of Health and Human Services “is working to provide 
alternative Covid testing for Congress after the Food and Drug Administration warned the test lawmakers have 
relied on is prone to false resulis, HHS testing czar Brett Giroir said Thursday.” The FDA earlier this week “raised 
concern about the performance of a lab-based coronavirus test made by Curative and used by several major 
cities as well as Congress, saying it carries a ‘risk of false results, particularly false negative results.” The health 
agency “encouraged health providers to limit use of the test to people who have had Covid symptoms for 14 
days or less.” 


Experts Weigh In On How US Can Jumpstart COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign. 


NPR (4/8, Simmons-Duffin, Huang, 3.69M) reports the COVID-19 “vaccination campaign has gotten off to a 
sluggish startin the U.S.” NPR says that “instead of 20 million peaple vaccinated by the end of 2020 — a frequent 
promise of the Trump administration — only around 6 million people have gotten their first dose so far.” The outlet 
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“talked to more than a dozen public health experts to get their views” on how the US can “jump start the COVID- 
19 vaccination campaign,” and lists “their takeaways.” The piece adds that “in September, CDC Director Robert 
Redfield testified in Congress that ‘the time is now’ to get billions of dollars for coronavirus vaccine distribution 
out to states.” 


HHS Finalizes Rule Which Will Make It Easier For Religious Groups To Obtain Federal 
Grants. 


Bloomberg Law (4/7, Stein, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports, “Religious groups will be able to more easily 
receive federal grant funds under a rule finalized by the Department of Health and Human Services Thursday.” 
This “regulation is intended to reverse rulemaking by the Obama administration that prohibited recipients of 
grants for foster care programs from discriminating on the basis of age, disability, sex, race, color, national origin, 
religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, or same-sex marital status.” 

Congressional Quarterly (1/7, Raman, Subscription Publication) reports HHS Chief of Staff Brian Harrison 
stated, “The HHS granis regulation furthers the Department’s commitment to deregulation, protects the free 
exercise of religion, and relieves burdens on faith-based organizations seeking HHS support for their important 
work, especially as we seek to maximize opportunities for children to be adopted by loving families.” The article 
says progressives are concerned “this will especially impact same-sex couples, as well as those of minority 
faiths, but conservative groups celebrated it as a win for protecting religious freedom.” 


CMS Administrator Says Agency Is Withdrawing Medicaid Fiscal Accountability Regulation. 


Inside Health Policy (1/7, Stein, Subscription Publication) reports in a paywalled article that CMS Administrator 
Seema Verma on Thursday “announced the agency is withdrawing the Medicaid Fiscal Accountability 
Regulation, this time saying the 2020 year-end legislation that included supplemental pay transparency 
provisions would help achieve the proposed rule’s goals.” 


eens ontage ee 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

After Capitol Riot, Resignations And Calls For Trump’s Removal 

‘In A Dark Place’: Before Condemning Violence, Trump Spent Day Increasingly Isolated And Angry 
Some CEQs Fire Rioters, Cail For President Trump’s Removal From Office 

Actions By Police Before Trump Supporters Attacked Capitol Backfired Spectacularly 

Federal Investigators Probing AmEx Card Sales Practices 

Boeing Reaches $2.5 Billion Settlement Of US Probe Into 737 MAX Crashes 


New York Times: 

Capitol Attack Leads Democrats To Demand That Trump Leave Office 
These Are The Rioters Who Stormed The Nation’s Capitol 

Police Failures Spur Resignations And Complaints Of Double Standard 
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With Democrats In Control, Biden Moves To Advance Agenda 
Republicans Splinter Over Whether To Make A Full Break From Trump 


Washington Post: 

Calls Intensify To Remove President From Office Calls Intensify To Remove Trump From Office 
Biden Says Racial Bias Is Clear In Handling Of Hill Mob 

Daily Covid Deaths Top 4,000 In US For First Time 

How Police Were Overrun In Slew Of Failures 

Senate Losses, Trump’s Incitement Open Rifts In A Party Once In Thrall 

At White House, A Retreat Into Rage Is Followed By Grudging Acceptance 


Financial Times: 

Democratic Leaders Call On Pence To Force Trump From Office 
Activists Eye Targets In Weak And Vulnerable Corporate UK 

Beijing Orders Chinese Media To Censor Coverage Of Alibaba Probe 


Washington Times: 

Republicans Rethink Trump Support Amid Capitol Siege Fallout, Administration Exodus 

‘An Emergency Of The Highest Magnitude’: Dems, Some Republicans Push Immediate Trump Ouster 
Trump’s Options To Reverse Election Dissolve After Electoral College Certification 

Capitol Police Face Shake-Up After Failure To Fend Off Mob Of Protesters 


Republicans Rip Democrats’ ‘Double Standards’ On Violence 
Hunter Biden Owed Hundreds Of Thousands Of Dollars To IRS, Email Shows 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: 25th Amendment; Capitol Siege-Pence; Capitol Siege; Capitol Siege-Security; Policing Doubie Standards: 
COVID Surge: Biden-Garland For AG; Clean Up Crews in Capitol. 

CBS: Capitol Siege; 25th Amendment; Resignations; Policing Double Standards; Biden-Garland For AG; Capitol 
Siege-Security; Capitol Siege-Trump; Capitol Siege-Woridwide Reaction; COVID Surge; End Thoughis. 

NBC: Resignations; 25th Amendment; 25th Amendment-Likelihood; Capitol Siege; Capitol Siege-Securily; 
Policing Double Standards; Capitol Siege-America’s Reaction; Capitol Siege-Worlidwide Reaction; Capitol Siege- 
Causes; Capitol Siege-Extremisis; COVID Surge; End Thoughts. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Capitol Siege — 12 minutes, 45 seconds 

25th Amendment — 10 minutes, 55 seconds 

Capital Siege-Security — 6 minutes, 50 seconds 
Policing Double Standards — 4 minutes, 50 seconds 
COVID Surge - 3 minutes, 30 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 
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ABC: Trump-Video; DeVos & Chao Resign; Capitol Police Chief Resigns: Schumer-inaugural Security; Space 
Force-SpaceX Satellite Launch. 

CBS: Trump-Video; Calis for Trump to Resign; lauguration Fears; 25th Amendment; Rioters; Death at Capitol 
Siege; Trump-Social Media Ban. 

FOX: DeVos & Chao Resign; Trump-Video; 25th Amendment. 

NPR: 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Jimmy Kimmel: “Last night was Trump’s worst nightmare. The vice poodle is off the leash. | would hate to 
have been Mike Pence’s juice box last night. The VP is PO-ed. One of his longtime pals in the Senate...said he’s 
never seen Pence as mad as he was yesterday. They say Mike Pence hasn't been this angry since the night 
they picked ‘Footloose’ as the in-flight movie on Air Force Two.” 


Jimmy Aimmel “Today we learned that Pence is even planning to go to Biden's inauguration. Of course he’s 
planning to go to Biden's inauguration. It’s one last chance to do what he does best: sit there and stare ai the 
back of a Presidents head.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “This rift between Pence and Trump, this is a tough one. ... Unless Pence visits Trump in 
prison, those two will never see each other again.” 


Jimmy Aimmel “Mike Pence is headed back to Indiana to take a long hot shower in his swim trunks.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “The resignations are piling up, transportation secretary and wife of Mitch McConnell, Elaine 
Chao, resigned. The deputy national security adviser resigned. The first lady’s chief of staff. The White House 
social secretary. The deputy press secretary. Even slick Mick Mulvaney is calling it quits. They did not see this 
coming. They're ‘Not-Sees.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “Trump was suspended by Twitter, and blocked by Facebook and Instagram too. He’s still on 
match.com.” 


Stephen Colbert: “You might recall that yesterday, the outgoing President incited an insurrection and 
unleashed an angry seditious mob that stormed the US Capitol in an attempt to stage a violent coup. To our 
worried friends and allies across the globe: rest assured, America knows we have a problem, and are seeking 
treatment.” 


Stephen Colbert: “But as worried as our friends and allies might be, you know who sounds more worried? The 
President. Because just a litte while ago...he released a video that, curiously, contained none of the bravado of 
yesterday morning. ... Also, no apology or acceptance of personal responsibility. [t definitely has the feel of 
someone that has been told by their lawyer, that in 13 days — or less — they can be charged with insurrection, 
sedition, and inciting viclence. Maybe homicide. | don’t know. I’m not a lawyer. I’m a clown. Like Rudy.” 
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Sfephen Colbert: “So, I’m not going to show you a word of it, because he doesn’t mean a word of it. A man 
facing a noose will say anything to save his neck. Or save his skin. t's hard to tell. There’s a lot of skin around 
that neck.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Over 100 lawmakers are calling for the President's removal. And today, Nancy Pelosi 
threatened to pursue impeachment if the President’s Cabinet does not remove him using the 25th amendment. 
That is some serious ‘one of us has to take away grandpa’s car keys’ energy.” 


Stephen Colbert: “In the President's video, he says there will be an orderly transition on January 20.’ But he’s 
not saying anything about what he’s going to do before then. I’m guessing send a pallet of meth and machetes to 
every Bass Pro Shop in the country with a note saying ‘Make me proud!” 


Stephen Colpert: “Aside from his fear of removal or prosecution, maybe baby just wants his toy back. 
Because Twitter locked the Presidents account after his riot on Capitol Hill. Good to know Twitter ts finally 
treating a violence-inciting fascist as harshly as a teenager who used seven seconds of an Imagine Dragons 
song.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Overall, it was a tough day for the President's social media presence. He also got blocked 
from posting to Facebook and Instagram indefinitely. YouTube pulled his video address to the rioters, citing 
election misinformation, and Amazon banned him from ordering pixie sticks because they get him too wound up 
before bedtime.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Well, guys, it's been a pretty epic 24 hours. Joe Biden was certified as our next President. 
Several staffers have resigned from the White House. Trump’s social media accounts were banned. And yet, 
compared to yesterday, it's a slow news day.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “i'm still trying to process everything. Did anyone else have a tough time calming down last 
night? it wasn’t easy falling asleep. | tried listening to my meditation app, but the guy leading the session was just 
chanting, ‘25th Amendment, 25th Amendment.” 


Jimny Patio: “Honestly, don’t you just wish we could go back to the good old days where all we had to worry 
about was a global pandemic and murder hornets? 2021 feeis like the end of a ‘Scooby Doo’ episode where we 
pull off iis mask to reveal i's been 2020 all along.” 


Jimmy Fation: “Things are so crazy, today, Mexico was like, ‘If you need a wall around your Capitol, we'll pay 
for it.” 


Jirrnny Pation: “4 think if there’s anything to be learned from yesterday, it’s that Merrick Garland can’t have one 
fun day. i mean, first his Supreme Court nomination gets blocked, then he gets a new job and a riot happens. 
Seriously, whai did this guy do in a previous life, kick over strollers?” 


Jimmy Fallon: “That's right, Congress worked through the night and confirmed Biden’s victory around 4:00 
am. Yeah, we recognized the election of the world’s most powerful person when cabie channels were showing 
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infomercials. Pence was like, ‘i hereby declare Joe Biden as the winner. And now stay tuned for an infomercial 
for Marie Osmond’s Bodygym.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Today, for the first time, President Trump finally acknowledged that there will be an ‘orderly 
transition’ of power on January 20. When Trump says there will be an ‘orderly transition,’ he means an orderly is 
gonna have to drag him out the front door.” 


Jitrnny Fallon: “The President was banned from all of his social media accounts, including Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, and even Snapchat. In other news, guess who doesn’t want to ban TikTok anymore.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “| read that according to his closest allies, Trump is, quote, ‘mentally unreachable,’ while 
another source believes the President is ‘out of his mind. lf any more news from 2016 breaks throughout the 
night, we'll be sure to keep you updated. How do you look at four years of Trump and just now are like, ‘I’m 
starting fo think this guy is nuts.” 


Jimmy Pallien: “Today, both Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi called for Pence to pursue the 25th 
Amendment and remove Trump from office. lf that happened, we'd have three presidents in 13 days. | love the 
idea of changing presidents like movie Batmans.” 


Seth Meyers: “Well, yesterday we learned that if you insight a coup against the US government, you will face 
up to 12 hours without a Twitter account” 


Seth Meyers: “That's right, a pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol yesterday and forced the joint session of 
Congress to halt the certification of the electoral college vote. And if this is the first you’re hearing of it, welcome 
Fox viewers.” 


Seth Meyers: “After inciting yesterday's assault on the US Capitol, President Trump released a statement early 
this morning pledging, quote, ‘an orderly transition on January 20.’ Oh, he pledged if, then, well, we're good. He 
never goes back on a pledge, just ask Marla, lvana, or this bible.” 


James Corden: “Yesterday was a tough day for many of us, but once the chaos settled down, Congress 
immediately went back to work, and worked late into the night, officially certifying Joe Biden’s victory at 3:30 in 
the morning. Making this the only good decision to ever happen ai 3:30 in the moming.” 


James Corden: “3:30 a.m.! They debated the electoral votes, certified the election, and then just for fun, threw 
on ‘Jurassic Park’ and ordered a couple of pizzas. And Nancy Pelosi had all the ice cream. They all tucked into 
that.” 


James Corden: “Soon after the certification, President Trump released a statement, saying that there would be 
an ‘orderly transition of power on January 20. Unfortunately, the staiement was wrapped around a brick and 
tossed through a Capitol building window.” 
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James Corden: “Trump also used the statement to mention that he disagreed with the outcome of the election. 
Weil, thank God! Otherwise there would have been no way to know!” 


James Corden: “You know what | love? All these people are going, ‘These past 24 hours has really made me 
dislike Trump.” 


James Corden: “And after that ugly day yesterday, President Trump's mental state has now come into 
question, with one senior adviser saying Trump has ‘lost it.’ I've got to say, it’s very brave of Republicans to start 
speaking out against Trump only 99.9 percent of the way through his term in office.” 


James Corden: “Not to quibble, but for someone to ‘lose it, first they must ‘possess it, mustn't they? You can’t 
lose samething you didn’t possess. | love how we are talking about the President’s state of mind the same way 
we are talking about losing car keys. ‘| know the President’s humanity is around here somewhere. It was there — | 
put it there. | have lost il, gone.” 


James Corden: “Meanwhile, Facebook and Twitter suspended the President’s accounts. Twitter locked his 
account for 12 hours, and Facebook announced today that it would block Trump until at least the end of his term. 
So, you know what that means. Looks like Trump is finally about to start poppin’ on TikTok, baby!” 


James Corden: “Meanwhile, angry Republican leaders, as well as Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer, are now 
calling on the Vice President to invoke the 25th Amendment to remove Trump from office, because he’s unable 
to execute his presidential duties. Well, yeah, of course Trump is unable to execute his presidential duties — they 
took away his Twitter!” 


James Corden: “And yesterday's events seemed to be the final straw for many Trump associates. There have 
been multiple resignations yesterday and today. ... It makes sense, though. You want to get out into the job 
market before the Trump administration gets blocked on Linkedin as well.” 


Trump Says “A New Administration Will Be Inaugurated On January 20.” 


The AP (1/7, Lemire, Miller) reports, “With 13 days jeff in his term,” President Trump “finally bent to reality 
Thursday amid growing talk of trying to force him out early, acknowledging he'll peacefully leave after Congress 
affirmed his defeat.” In a video shared online, Trump “admitted his presidency would soon end — though he 
declined to mention President-elect Joe Biden by name or explicitly state he had lost.” Trump said, “A new 
Administration will be inaugurated on January 20. My focus now turns to ensuring a smooth, orderly and 
seamless transition of power. This moment calls for healing and reconciliation.” The AP says the video 
“appeared designed to stave off talk of a forced early eviction.” USA Today (1/7, Fritze, Subramanian, 12.7M) 
aiso says the video “was the latest effort to get ahold of the fallout from the chaos that unfolded Wednesday 
when a mob attacked the Capitol and disrupted the counting of Electoral College votes.” 

The Washington Post (1/7, 10.52M)} reports, “This was not a concession so much as a grudging 
acknowledgment thai his presidency would end. Trump did not talk of winners and losers, nor did he utter the 
word ‘concede, but it was the closest he seemed willing io go.” The New York Times (1/7, Astor, 20.6M) reporis 
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Trump “came the closest he has so far io a concession statement” in the video. The Times says ihe video “was 
vital in the sense that Mr. Trurnp’s ardent supporters will only accept his words, not anyone else’s, and officials 
throughout government are concerned about unrest for the next 13 days around the country. But the president 
has a long history of recording such videos only to undermine his own remarks a short time later.” 

CNN (1/7, 89.21M) reports on its website, “Earlier Thursday, Trump issued a dark-of-night statement vowing 
an ‘orderly transition, which came about in part to stanch a wave of resignations from within the West Wing and 
the broader administration, according to a person famillar with the matter.” 

Democratic Leaders Call On Pence To invoke 25th Amendment David Muir said in the lead story 
on ABC World News Tonight = (1/7, lead story, 5:35, 7.47M), “After one of the darkest days in US history, there 
are calls for the President to be removed. Some lawmakers are demanding impeachment of use of the 25th 
Amendment, and ABC News has learned tonight that even some Republicans and key members of the 


President's inner circle have discussed this — though with 13 days left of the Administration, itis very unclear if 


any of that will happen.” Kristen Welker said on NBC Nightly New: =) (1/7, story 2, 1:25, Holt, 5.97M) that “top 
Democrats tonight are...demanding he be removed from office now through the 25th Amendment.” House 
Speaker Pelosi: “lf the Vice President and Cabinet do noi act, the Congress may be prepared to move forward 
with impeachment.” 


Nancy Cordes said on the CBS Evening New 2 
“have been highly critical of this President for four years now, but this is the first time they have formally called on 
his Cabinet to declare him unfit for office and to replace him with Vice President Mike Pence for the final two 
weeks of his term. ... Top Democrats went public with a dramatic plea today after failing to reach the Vice 
President by phone.” Senate Minority Leader Schumer: “I believe the President is dangerous and should not hold 
office one day longer.” Cordes: “So far, just one Republican...is publicly backing the move.” Rep. Adam Kinzinger 
(R-IL}: “H's time to invoke the 25th Amendment and to end this nightmare.” 

The AP (1/7, Miller, Jalonick) reports, “Lawmakers of both parties raised the prospect Thursday of ousting 
[Trump] from office. ... Though Trump has less than two weeks in office, lawmakers and even some in his 
administration began discussing the issue Wednesday afternoon as Trump first refused to forcefully condemn 
the violent assault on the U.S. Capitol by a mob of his supporters, and then appeared to excuse it.” Bloomberg 
(1/7, 3.57M) reports that Pelosi and Schumer “accused Trump of inciting the mob that stormed the Capitol and 
called him a continuing threat to democracy in his waning days in the White House.” The San Francisco 
Chronicle (1/7, 2.44M) reports Pelosi “has put a second impeachment of President Trump on the table, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s likely that Democrats will oust him from office before Joe Biden becomes president.” 

Politico (1/7, Ferris, Zanona, Caygle, 6.73M)} reports that Pelosi “said the ‘best route’ would be for Pence to 
initiate the action himself, which would involve the vice president and a majority of either the Cabinet, or another 
body ‘established by law’ — which could include Congress.” CNBC (1/7, Tausche, 7.34M) reporis on its website 
that Secretary of State Pompeo and Treasury Secretary Mnuchin “held informal conversations within their own 
agencies about the contours of the 25th Amendment, the Invocation of which would begin a process to remove 
Trump from office, according to three sources familiar with the matter.” However, the New York Times (1/7, 
Haberman, 20.6) reports that “a person close to” Pence said the Vice President “is opposed to a call by 
Democrats in Congress and some Republicans to invoke the 25th Amendment.” 

The Washington Post (1/7, 10.52M) reporis, “One administration official described Trump’s behavior 
Wednesday as thai of ‘a total monsier, while another said the situation was ‘insane’ and ‘beyond the pale.’ .. A 


GADB0000001408 


former senior administration official briefed on the talks confirmed that preliminary discussions of the 25th 
Amendment were underway, although this person cautioned that they were informal and that there was no 
indication of an immediate plan of action. Both of these people, like some others interviewed for this story, spoke 
on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the matter.” 

CNBC (1/7, Pramuk, 7.34M) says on its website that “more than 100 lawmakers have called for the 
president's removal through the 25th Amendment, impeachment or resignation, according to an NBC News 
tally.” Though Kinzinger is the only Republican among them, Politico (1/7, Ferris, Zanona, Caygle, 6.73M) reports 
that “privately, multiple Democratic members and aides insist that there is a larger group of Republicans beyond 
Kinzinger who support the move and are in discussions about how to proceed.” The Chicago Tribune (1/7, 
Pearson, Donovan, 2.03M) quotes Kinzinger saying, “All indications are that the President has become 
unmoored, not just from his duty or even his oath but reality itself. It is for this reason that | call on the Vice 
President and members of the Cabinet to ensure the next few weeks are safe for the American people and that 
we have a sane captain of the ship.” 

The Arizona Republic (1/7, 1.05M) reporis Sen. Mark Kelly (D-AZ) said in a statement that Trump “violated 
his oath of office and Kelly is open to considering removal from office after the rioting Wednesday at the Capitol 
that many blame on Trump.” Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) “had no comment on the growing calls from the 
Democratic Party, her spokeswoman said.” The Philadelphia Inquirer (1/7, Seidman, Tamari) reporis Sen. Bob 
Casey (D-PA) “urged Pence to invoke the [25th] amendment...callling] it ‘the quickest way to protect our 
domestic and national security.” 

The Detroit Free Press (1/7, 2.46M) reporis that “every Democrat in Congress from Michigan” backs 
Trump’s removal, and the Denver Post (1/7, 660K) reports that “all six Democratic members of Congress from 
Colorado said Thursday that the president should be removed from office.” The Cleveland Plain Dealer (1/7, 
1.22M) reports the only Democratic member of Ohio’s delegation who has not publicly backed removal is Rep. 
Marcia Fudge (D-OH), who has been nominated for HUD secretary. The Miami Herald (1/7, 647K) reports, 
“south Florida’s Democratic representatives in Congress [also] joined a growing number of their colleagues 
Thursday in calling for’ Trump to be removed. The Dallas Morning News (1/7, 772K) reporis “at least five Texas 
Democratic lawmakers” are urging Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment. 

Axios (1/7, Talev, 1.26M) reports, “Eight in 10 Republicans oppose removing President Trump from office 
for inciting his supporters to storm Congress in an effort to overturn his election loss, according to a new lpsos 
poll for Axios. ... The stark finding underscores the degree to which the Republican Pariy has become the parly 
of Trump” and “helps to explain GOP leaders’ resistance to impeachment or invoking the 25th Amendment.” 
Politico (1/7, Ferris, Zanona, Caygle, 6.73M), Roll Call (4/7, McPherson, 130K), and Breitbart (1/7, 1.26M) are 
among the other sources covering the calls for the use of the 25th Amendment. 

USA Today (1/7, 12.7M) editorializes, “Invoking the 25th...is neither easy nor ideal. It requires the vice 
president and a majority of the Cabinet to certify thal the president is unable to discharge his duties. ... 
Nevertheless, the question is one of relative risks, and leaving an unpunished Trump in office is the greater 
threat. Trump appears mentally incapacitated — living in a fantasy world of voting fraud, unable to accept being 
labeled a loser, checking oui of his job even as thousands of Americans are dying every day from the raging 
coronavirus.” 

The New York Times (1/7, 20.6M) editorializes, “Trump is still the president, even if not for jong. The 
potential for him to wreak additional havoc is enormous. Just ask the 10 former secretaries of defense who felt 
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moved to issue a statement this week warning the president not to drag the military into his election dispute. ... In 
less than two weeks, America will officially scrape the mud of the Trump presidency from its shoe. But the 
president and his supporters have shown themselves willing fo burn down the house on his way out. Preventing 
this should be the chief focus of the nation’s leaders.” 

The Washington Post (4/7, 10.52M) editorializes, “Trump's imminent departure will not undo the damage to 
our democracy that culminated with Wednesday's violent assault on the Capitol.” Joe Biden has “consistently 
has vowed to serve all Americans, not just those who voted for him. That will be a welcome change, but healing 
the divisions of the past four years will be a long-term, difficult process.” 

WSJournal Says Trump Should Resign. The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Subscription Publication, 
8.41M) says in an ediiorial that Trump should resign rather than face a second impeachment in his last days in 
office, but concedes that such a move by Trump is unlikely. The New York Times (1/7, Grynbaum, 20.6M), 
reporting on the editorial, says “the American flagship of Rupert Murdoch’s newspaper empire denounced” 
Trump and encouraged him to resign, in a “striking repudiation of the president from a news outlet controlled by 
Mr. Murdoch, whose Fox News cable network is home to several of Mr. Trump's most loyal and longstanding 
media defenders.” 


Trump Awards Medal Of Freedom To Player, Sorenstam, Zaharias. 


The AP (4/7) reports the White House announced Thursday that “Hall of Fame golfers Annika Sorenstam and 
Gary Player, along with the late Olympian Babe Didrikson Zaharias, have been presented with the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom” in a ceremony Thursday that was closed to the media. White House Press Secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany “released a statement on the awards, which for Sorenstam and Player had been previously 
announced last March. ... The posthumous honor for Zaharias was announced Thursday.” 

On its website, Fox News (1/7, Gaydos, 23.99M} says the closed-door ceremony was held “a day after a 
violent mob stormed the U.S. Capitol in an attempt io thwart the certification of the 2020 presidential election 
results and leaving a wake of destruction in its path.” Likewise, the Washington Post (1/7, Hill, 10.52M) says the 
ceremony came “less than 24 hours after pro-Trump insurrectionists stormed the U.S. Capitol building and 
stalled congressional efforts to certify elecioral college votes” for Joe Biden. 


Labor Department Suspends Trump’s Order Banning Diversity Training. 


USA Today (1/7, Guynn, 12.7M)} reports the Labor Department has suspended President Trump's “executive 
order restricting diversity training by government agencies and contractors.” A guidance from the department 
said the Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs will stop investigating agencies or contractors 
suspected of violating the order and will not take any enforcement action. Critics said Trump’s order “was a 
broadside against diversity and inclusion programs seeking to reverse patterns of discrimination and exclusion 
going back decades.” USA Today adds that Joe Biden’s Administration “is widely expected to scrap it.” 


Calls Grow For Rep. Miller To Resign After Speech Quoting Hitler. 


The AP (1/7, Tareen) reports a “growing number of Democrats” are calling on newly sworn-in Rep. Mary Miller 
(R-IL) to resign after she “quoted Adolf Hiller at a rally outside the U.S. Capitol this week.” Al a rally hosted by 
the group Moms for America, Miller was “discussing the need to appeal to young people” and said, “Hitler was 
right on one thing. He said, Whoever has the youth has the future.” Reps. Marie Newman (D-IL) and Jan 
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Schakowsky (D-IL), “along with a contingent of state legislators circulating a petition, demanded Miller step down 
immediately.” The Chicago Tribune (1/7, Donovan, Petrella, 2.03M) says Miller's remarks “were rebuked by 
Republicans and Democrais on social media Wednesday.” 


Loeffler Concedes To Warnock. 


The AP (1/7, Nadler) reporis Sen. Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) conceded to Democrat Raphael Warnock on Thursday. 
Loeffler “posted a video to social media Thursday evening saying that she had called Warnock to congratulate 
him.” Loeffler said in the video, “Unfortunately we came up slightly short in the runoff election. ... Earlier today ! 
called Rev. Wamock to congratulate him and to wish him well in serving this great state.” 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (1/7, Bluestein, 1.46M) quotes Loeffler as saying in the video, “Rest 
assured: The fight to advance the American dream is far from over. ... The fight to protect conservative values is 
far from over. And the fight against socialism and the radical agenda of the left is very far from over. | fully intend 
to stay in this fight for freedom, for our values, and for the fuiure of this great country.” 

NYTimes Analysis: Warnock, Ossoff Victories Will “Shift The Policy Agenda” After Biden's 
inauguration. A New York Times (1/7, Hulse, 20.6M) analysis says the “stunning wins” by Warnock and Jon 
Ossoff “upended Washington's power structure overnight, providing an unexpected opening to the incoming 
Biden administration by handing unified control of Congress to Democrats, who will be tested by governing with 
spare majorities.” Their victories mean that Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) “will control the Senate floor rather 
than” Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), and in what the Times describes as “a wholesale change that will shift the 
policy agenda after [Joe] Biden’s inauguration, liberals...will head Senate panels, rather than conservatives. 
Legislation from the Democratic-controlled House that had languished in the Senate will now get consideration 
across the Rotunda.” 

in a separate story the New York Times (1/7, Tankersley, Shear, 20.6M) says Biden “is expected to move 
quickly to gain passage of $2,000 stimulus checks — which were a big focus in the Georgia elections — along with 
expanded unemployment benefits, aid to state and local governments and additional relief for small businesses.” 
But, “the scope of his ambitions will be somewhat constrained by the moderates in his party, as well as a much 
thinner majority than his party's predecessor, President Barack Obama, had.” 


Biden Taps Walsh For Labor, Raimondo For Commerce. 


The AP (1/7, Madhani) reports that Joe Biden has selected Boston Mayor Marty Walsh (D)}, “a former union 
worker who shares Biden’s Insh-American background and working-class roots,” for labor secretary; Rhode 
Island Gov. Gina Raimondo (D} for commerce secretary; and Isabel Guzman, “a California small-business 
advocate, to lead the Small Business Administration.” The AP says Wailsh’s “nomination was praised by union 
leaders Thursday.” AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka “said Walsh...understands that collective bargaining will 
combat inequality, beat COVID-19 and expand opportunities for immigrants, women and people of all 
backgrounds.” The New York Times (1/7, Swanson, Scheiber, Cowley, 20.6M) says the roles are “not as high 
profile as some other cabinet positions,” but “wield enormous power given their roles overseeing everything from 
workplace safety to the protection of American industry.” 

The Washington Post (1/7, 10.52M} reports that “in pairing the two Cabinet picks, Biden balanced 
Raimondo, who has offen been at odds with major labor unions, with Walsh, who enjoys strong suppori from 
leaders of the AFL-CIO and earned his union card in 1988 when he joined Laborers Loca] 223.” The Posi says 
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Raimondo “will have a voice in the administration’s ‘Buy America’ efforts...and she also will probably need to 
moilify corporate interests worried by Biden’s promise to give organized labor and environmental groups a 
greater say in trade policy.” Biden also nominated Don Graves, “who advised him on economic issues during his 
tenure as vice president and later served al the Treasury Department, as deputy commerce secretary.” 

The Wall Street Journal (1/7, Restuccia, Collins, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that unions 
previously expressed concerns over Raimondo’s potential nomination to a Cabinet seat after she oversaw a 
pension restructuring in the state thai raised tensions with local groups, though the Rhode Island AFL-CIO 
president endorsed her nomination. Guzman’s nomination is also expected to please the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus, which has called for representation on Biden’s Cabinet. 

Politico (1/7, Mueller, Pager, 6.73M) says Walsh “beat out a host of other names floated for the position,” 
including Rep. Andy Levin (D-MI), former Deputy Labor Secretary Seth Harris, California Labor Secretary Julle 
Su, and AFL-CiO Chief Economist Bill Spriggs. The Boston Globe (1/7, McDonald, Ebbert, 1.04M) reports that 
Wailsh’s nomination received praise from unions, “but some conservatives immediately criticized the pick.” Rep. 
Virginia Foxx (R-NC) said, “Marty Walsh’s background in organized labor signals that he will work to deliver on 
lefi-wing campaign promises.” 

Politico (1/7, Pager, Palmer, Bade, 6.73M) says Raimondo is “a former venture capitalist who worked at a 
fund backed by Bain Capital,” and “during the presidential primary, she threw her support behind former New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, serving as national co-chair for the well funded but ill-fated campaign.” 
Bloomberg (1/7, 3.57M) reports that “progressives have raised concems about Raimondo’s record in business 
and in state government.” According to Bloomberg, in 2011, Raimondo “led an effort that cut pensions over the 
opposition of unions.” Roll Call (1/7, Macagnone, 130K) reporis progressive group Demand Progress “called 
Raimondo the wrong pick for the job” on Thursday, claiming she “has a long history of prioritizing the needs of 
Wall Street above those of working Rhode Islanders.” 

Biden Telis AG Pick Garland: “You Don’t Work For Me.” ABC World News Tonight E (1/7, story 7, 
0:20, Muir, 7.47M) reported that Biden introduced “his nominee for attorney general, calling Judge Merrick 


Garland, quote, ‘a man of impeccable integrity.” Biden “said [Garland] would be the people’s lawyer, whose 
loyalty would not be to the President, bul to the Constitution and the nation.” Garland “had been former President 
Obama's pick for the Supreme Court. Republicans had refused to consider him.” 


= 


On the CBS Evening News = (1/7, story 5, 0:40, O'Donnell, 4.67M), Ed O’Keefe reported Biden “named his 


pick for attorney general, federal judge Merrick Garland, and gave him clear instructions.” Biden said, “You are 
not the President or the Vice President’s lawyer. Your loyalty is not to me. It’s to the law, the Constitution, the 
people of this nation, to guarantee justice.” Garland “said he’s honored and eager io lead a department reeling 
after four years of interference by President Trump.” 


Reuters {1/7} reporis that on Thursday, Joe Biden introduced his picks to lead the Justice Department, 
“including federal appeals court Judge Merrick Garland to serve as ihe top law enforcement officer, and vowed to 
restore faith in the rule of nation’s law.” Biden also confirmed he has chosen “Lisa Monaco for depuly attorney 
general, Vanita Gupta for associate attorney general and Kristen Clarke for assistant attorney general for the 
departmen?’s Civil Rights Division.” Reuters reports that in a statement, “Biden’s transition team said the 
nominees reflected his ‘deeply held commitment to reaffirming the Department of Justice as a pillar of 
independence and integrity, and ensuring that the Attorney General and his senior leadership team are the 
American people’s lawyers — not the president's law firm.” 
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The AP (1/7, Tucker, Balsamo) says that in Garland, Biden is “turning to an experienced judge to help de- 
poiticize the Justice Department and restore ihe rule of law after what he described as four years of lawlessness 
under President Donald Trump.” The AP adds, “If confirmed by the Senate, which is likely,” Garland “would 
inheril immediate challenges related to civil rights, an ongoing criminal tax investigation into Biden's son Hunter 
and calls fromm many Democrats to pursue criminal inquiries into Trump after he leaves office.” According to the 
AP, Biden “vowed that Garland’s loyalty would rest not with the president, but with the law and Consiitution. “You 
don’t work for me,’ Biden charged as he introduced Garland.” 

The Washington Post (1/7, 10.52M} says “some Democrats were surprised to see Biden 
nominate...Garland, a White man, to the top law enforcement pasition in the nation at a time of racial reckoning. 
Bui Biden touted Garland as a beacon of judicial independence and pointed to his work in the Justice 
Department under Democratic and Republican presidents.” 
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« Commentary Urges Congress To Pass COVID-19 Stimulus Package And Immediately Begin Work On The 
Next One. 

° LATimes: McConnell Most Likely Prodded By Partisan interests To Negotiate On COVID-19 Relief Package. 
« California Rocked By Record Surge In COVID-19 Cases. 

* California Hospital Systems Strain Under COVID-19 Surge. 

« Compiaint: Hundreds Of Long Beach Police Gathered Maskless In Close Proximity At November Event. 

° Arizona Reporis Nearly 6,000 New Cases Thursday. 

* Analysis: COVID-19 Hitting US in Series Of Waves. 

* COVID-19 Latest In Series Of Health Crises Faced By Marshall islanders. 

* Rural Hospital Systems In Nevada Facing Strain From COVID-19 Cases. 

« Utah Reports Record High 30 Daily COVID-19 Deaths Thursday. 

* Nurses Say Rising COVID-19 Hospitalizations In New York Straining Staff. 

* COVID-19 Claims Lives Of Eight Wisconsin Nuns At Retirement Home. 

* Louisiana Reports Significant Spike In COVID-19 Hospitalizations. 

« Nevada Healih Officials Warn improving COVID-19 Trends May Be Temporary. 

» DC Mayor Eases Christmas COVID-19 Restrictions Amid Lawsuit. 

« Florida Governor Faces Sharp Criticism Over COVID-19 Decisions. 

° Georgia Governor Says State Will Continue Paying For Extra Nursing Staff. 

« Report Details Lingering COVID-19 Risks To New York Nursing Homes. 

* As Vaccine Rollout Begins, California’s Orange County Likely To Stay Locked Down For Another Month. 

* Michigan House Votes To Limit Duration Of State Health Depariment’s Emergency Powers. 

« San Bernardino County Sues California Governor Over COVID-19 Restrictions. 

* EMA Moves Forward Date Of Meeting To Assess Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«Russian COVID-19 Vaccine Receives Mixed Response. 

¢ Putin Unsure About Taking COVID-19 Vaccine Due To Lack Of Testing In His Age Group. 

« Opinion: Legacies Of Tuskegee Syphilis Study, COVID-19 Remind Us To Listen To Patients Reluctant About 
Medical Treatment. 

« Trusted Messengers Could Boost COVID-19 Vaccination Efforis Among Communities Hit Hard By COVID-19, 
Surveys Show. 

* Some Healthcare Workers, First Responders Reluctant To Take COVID-19 Vaccine. 
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* Commentary Urges Americans To Get Vaccinated Following FDA Panel’s Recommendation To Grant EUA For 
Moderna’s Vaccine. 

e J&J Has Fully Enrolled Participants For First Late-Stage Trial Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« BioNTech Chief Medical Officer Said Company's Choice To Move To Battling COVID-19 Happened Over 
Breakfast. 

« COVID-19 Vaccinations Arrive At Long-Term Care Facilities In Some States. 

* Government, Drugmakers Working Together To Create Network Of Detection Systems, Monitoring Devices 
Amid Vaccine Rollout. 

* Rite Aid Teaming Up With CDC To Administer COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Some Americans Say They Plan To Wait To Get Coronavirus Vaccine; Experis Say That is Not Necessary. 
« COVID-19 Vaccines Reportedly Being Distributed Under “Unprecedented” Security Measures. 

* Professors Call FDA's Staffing Of Review Of Pfizer/BioNTech Vaccine Inadequate. 

« Confusion Reigns Over issue Of Consent in Nursing Home Vaccinations. 

° Pfizer To Seek Approval Of COVID-19 Vaccine In Japan. 

« SEC Sues Decision Diagnostics Corp For Allegedly Misleading Investors On COVID-19 Tests. 

* Vice President Expected To Receive Coronavirus Vaccine On Camera Friday Morning. 

« lowa To Get Fewer Vaccine Doses Than Promised, Moves Ahead With Relaxing Restrictions. 

° Michigan To Receive Fewer Doses Of Pfizer Vaccine Next Week Than State Received This Week, State 
Officials Say. 

* Oregon To Get Fewer Doses Of Pfizer Vaccine Than Planned Next Week, State Health Officials Say. 

* Washington Governor Says State To Receive 40% Fewer Vaccine Doses Than Expected Next Week. 

* Texas Governor Vows “No More Shutdowns’ As Hospitalizations Continue To Rise In State. 

* Tennessee Governor Touts Vaccine Distribution, But Says Residents Need To Remain Vigilant. 

« Juneau Extends Mask Requirement For At Least Six More Months. 

* Opinion: States Need To Deliver Coronavirus Vaccine To At-Risk Elders Living At Home. 

« Tennessee Only State To Set Aside Portion Of Coronavirus Vaccine Shipment As Reserve. 

* Oklahoma Governor Moves Teachers Higher On Priority List For Coronavirus Vaccine. 

« Mernphis Physician Warns Tennessee ls One Of Worst Regions For COVID-719 Transmission. 

° DC Healthcare Workers, First Responders Get Coronavirus Vaccine. 

« Colorado Unveils Program Giving Restaurants, Other Businesses Way To Loosen Vaccine Restrictions. 

* San Francisco To Mandate Quarantine For Anyone Arriving From Outside Bay Area. 

* Judge Rules New York City Mayor Must Hand Over Documents Related To Handling Of Pandemic. 

« Maryland Governor Orders Those Traveling To, From State To Test Negative For COVID-19 Or Quarantine. 
* Study: Pandemic Restrictions Cost 500,000 California Workers Their Jobs. 

« Nevada Official Tells Panel State Expects To See New COVID-19 Surge Over Holidays. 

« Some Wyoming Bars Are Ignoring Statewide Mandate To Close Earlier. 

« California Panel Discusses Putting First Responders, Teachers, Farmworkers Next In Line For Vaccine. 

* Michigan Lawmakers Reinstate Moratorium On Water Shutoffs Through March. 

« Supreme Court Denies Christian School's Request To Be Exempt From School Closures Amid Pandemic. 


Global Health News 
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° Spain’s Parliament Approves Bill To Allow Physician-Assisted Suicide For Long-Suffering Patients Of Incurable 
Diseases. 

* Opinion: Family Planning, Basic Health Services Investments Needed To Prevent Maternal Deaths Around 
Globe. 

° UN Secretary-General Wars Against “Vaccinationalism” Amid Pandemic. 

« Oxford’s COVID-19 Vaccine Has Strong Immune Response Under Two Full-Dose Regime, Early Trials Find. 
* EU Plans To Begin Administering COVID-19 Vaccines As Early As December 27. 

* New Zealand Offers Neighboring Nations Free COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Germany Faces Worsening Coronavirus Situation Each Week. 

* Sweden's King Criticizes Country’s Approach To COVID-19. 

« Netherlands To Start Administering Pfizer's COVID-19 Vaccine Next Month After Likely EU Approval. 

* Eastern Europe Faces Threat Of Air Pollution In Addition To COVID-19 Challenges. 

* Experts Recommend Elderly, Nursing Home Staff And Residents, Medics Should Be First To Receive COVID- 
19 Vaccine In Germany. 

« Large Swaths Of Southern England To Be Placed Under UK’s Strictest Lockdown Measures. 

* Macron In Quarantine After Testing Positive For COVID-19. 

« Mexico’s Government Floats Idea Of Purchasing Fewer COVID-19 Vaccine Doses From CanSino Biologics 
Than Previously Announced. 

* Pfizer Facing Difficulty With Brazil Drug Regulator’s COVID-19 Vaccine Requirements. 

* Australian States, Territories Impose Border Restrictions As Sydney COVID-19 Cluster Increases. 

« Second Coronavirus Wave Hits West, Central Africa As Weather Cools Down. 

* Cargill Closing Ontario Beef Processing Plant Due To COVID-19 OQuibreak Among Workers. 

* All Brazilians Must Get COVID-19 Vaccine Or Else Lose Access To Public Spaces, Top Court Rules. 

* Africa Not Likely To See COVID-19 Vaccine Campaigns Until April, Officials Warn. 


HHS in the News 

* Azar Wants “More Visibility” Into Pfizer's Manufacturing Process For lts COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« Azar informs HHS Staff That His Wife Has Tested Positive For COVID-19. 

* HHS Allocating $24.5B To Providers Fighting COVID-19 Pandemic. 

« Moderna Vaccine Set To Ship Amid Record Number Of COVID-19 Deaths. 

« Uber Offering 10M Free, Discounted Rides In Effort To Boost COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

° CMS Unveils New initiative Which Aims To Improve Care Coordination For Dual Eligibies. 

«Former FDA Chief Gottlieb Hails Roliback Of Frozen Cherry Pie Regulations. 

° Congress To Begin Receiving Coronavirus Vaccinations in Coming Days. 

« Giroir Urges Americans To Continue Taking Precautions Despite Authorization Of Pfizer's COVID-19 Vaccine. 
* Analysis: Trump Fighting To Cling To Presidency, But Not Fighting COVID-19. 

« Cognitive Impairment Could Complicate COVID-19 Vaccination Efforts In Long-Term Care Facilities. 

* After Report On Trump Administration Influence On CDC Messaging, Question Of Commission Arises. 
* CDC Estimates A Record 81,000 People Died From Drug Overdoses In 12-Month Period. 

* First Doses Of Coronavirus Vaccine Administered In Native American Communities. 

* Finding Way To Vaccinate Black Americans For COVID-19 Reportedly Is A “Conundrum.” 
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° Panel Of Vaccination Experts To Discuss Who Should Receive COVID-19 Vaccine After Nursing Home 
Residents, Healthcare Workers. 

e Scammers Attempting To Exploit COVID-19 Vaccine To Get People’s Social Security Numbers, Officials Say. 
«US Made Deal To Keep Temperature Monitoring System Active In Ultra-Cold Coolers For Pfizer-BioNTech 
Vaccine. 


National Front Page News 


° Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
* Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

« Trump Reiterates His Intention To Veto NDAA. 

* NYTimes Analysis: Trump Judges More Conservative Than Other GOP-Appointed Peers. 
* Tuberville Could Join House Members In Effort To Contest Electoral Vote Count. 

* Rice Defeats Ocasio-Cortez For Energy And Commerce Seat. 

* Pence Campaigns For GOP Senate Candidates In Georgia. 

* GOP Could Have Flipped House With Fewer Than 32,000 Votes In Key Districts. 

* Biden Chooses Haaland For Interior Secretary. 


NIH’s Collins Touts Scientific Collaboration That Led To Pfizer, Moderna COVID-19 
Vaccines. 


authorization of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine candidate, hailing the collaboration between NIH, 
pharmaceutical companies, and researchers “all working together, not worrying too much about who got the 
credit...and doing in 147 months what normally takes about 10 years.” 


Fauci Responds To Critics Of Christmas Message: ‘You Don’t Have To Cancel Things’ But 
‘Be Careful’. 


Fox News (12/17, Creitz, 23.99M) reports that White House coronavirus task force member Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“responded Thursday to critics who have claimed he wants to ‘cance! Christmas’ on account of the coronavirus 
pandemic.” Fauci “told ‘Bill Hemmer Reports’ Thursday that he has never recommended that Americans 
completely scrap holiday gatherings, but rather exercise caution when it comes to who they get together with.” 
Fauci said, “Pm not saying that everyone should cancel the family gathering, I’m saying that people will need to 
make individual choices.” 

Addlional Sources. The New York Post (12/17, O'Neill, 7.45M) reports “Fauci said he’s simply urging 
people to take caution when it comes to traveling, and to limit the size of holiday get-togethers.” Fauci said, “You 
don’t have to cancel things — you can still spend time with your family. ?'m just asking people to be careful when it 
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comes to travel that may not be necessary, travel that you can avoid, and when you get together, try to make 
some limitation to it.” 
The Washington Times (12/17, Ernst, 626K) also reports. 


Fauci Says He’s Looking Forward To A Beer And Burger At A Restaurant When Pandemic 
Ends. 


Fox News (12/17, Puhak, 23.99M} reports, “America’s top infectious disease expert said he’s most looking 
forward to ordering a beer and burger from a restaurant when the coronavirus pandemic comes to a close.” Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “made the comments during a recent radio interview with L.A.-area DJ Maggie McKay of 94.7 The 
Wave, explaining that he and his wife Christine Grady haven’t had a traditional sit-down meal at a restaurant 
since February.” Instead, the director of the National Institute for Allergy and infectious Diseases “said he and his 
spouse have turned to takeout in a pinch.” 


10 Reasons Why Anthony Fauci Was Ready To Be The Face Of The US Pandemic 
Response. 


The Conversation (12/17, 162K) publishes an article describing NIAID Director Anthony Fauci’s CV and 
examining how his leadership and scholarship over the course of his career have prepared him to be the public 
face of the government's COVID-19 response. 


Anthony Fauci Will Get An Honorary Degree From Bowdoin. 


The Bangor (ME) Daily News (12/17, 178K) reports that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, “who has been 
serving an infectious disease expert and White House adviser through much of the COVID-19 pandemic, will 
receive an honorary degree from Bowdoin this year.” Fauci “has been serving an infectious disease expert and 
White House adviser through much of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 


New Cases, Hospitalizations Reach All-Time Highs In US. 


ABC World News Tonigh = (12/17, story 2, 2:40, Muir, 7.31M) reported the preceding 24 hours were “the 
pandemic’s deadliest day. More than 3,600 fatalities.” ABC reporis the CDC is “now predicting as many as 
82,000 more deaths in the next three weeks. And California is now the nation’s new epicenter. Nearly 150,000 
cases just the past three days.” 

Additional Sources. The CBS Evening News = (12/17, lead story, 4:10, O'Donnell, 4.49M) reported the 
“numbers are simply staggering: more than 3,600 Americans dead, 113,000 in hospitals, and nearly 250,000 


people infected, and that’s just in 24 hours,” saying cases have “more than doubled...in two months, from &.1 


million on October 17 to more than 17 million tonight.” NBC Nightly News = (12/17, story 2, 2:30, Holt, 6.27M) 
reported Southern California “is on the brink of disaster, a region home to 23 million people and the country’s 
second largest cily, now reporting no open ICU beds.” 

Reuters (12/17, Heavey) reports the “unrelenting” spike in cases has “pushed hospitals further to their limits 
as the United States pressed on with its immunization rollout on Thursday and prepared to ship nearly 6 million 
doses of a new vaccine on the cusp of winning regulatory approval.” Reulers reports hospitalizations have 
broken records for 19 days running, adding that COVID-19 “has claimed almost 308,000 lives in the United 
States to date, the most in the world.” 
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Forbes (12/17, McEvoy, 10.33M) reports the US “has set a record for the highest number of coronavirus- 
linked deaths reported in a single day” three times this month, “adding an unprecedented 3,656 new victims to its 
growing toll on Wednesday.” As the surge intensifies, “the U.S. has begun its rollout of the newly approved Pfizer 
and BioNTech coronavirus vaccine to the country’s most vulnerable populations. However, it is not expected thal 
the general population will start receiving doses until April, with top infectious diseases expert Dr. Anthony Fauci 
predicting that ‘some level of normality’ will come by fall if between 75% and 85% agree to take the vaccine.” 

Also reporting are The Hill (12/17, Coleman, 5.69M) and the New York Post (12/17, Fitz-Gibbon, 7.45M). 


Illinois Spared COVID-19 ‘Surge,’ But Deaths Still Mounting. 


The AP (12/17, O'Connor) reports lilinois has avoided the worst of the “COVID-19 ‘surge upon a surge’ that has 
struck some parts of the country in the aflermath of heavy travel and family congregations during the 
Thanksgiving holiday.” Nevertheless, “Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s administration on Thursday reported 181 additional 
deaths related to coronavirus iiness and 8,828 newly confirmed infections.” The article notes thai after a surge in 
travel over Thanksgiving, “predictions of the surge upon a surge peppered warnings from Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top infectious disease expert.” 


COVID-19 Vaccine ‘Not A Silver Bullet,’ Warns WHO. 


Fox News (12/17, Farber, 23.99M) reports Takeshi Kasai, WHO's regional director for the Western Pacific, “this 
week warned that a COVID-19 vaccine Is not necessarily a ‘silver bullet’ for ending the pandemic.” Kasai said, 
“There is some light at the end of a long tunnel but these vaccines are not a silver bullet that will end the 
pandemic in the near future. ... This means that tired as we all are of this pandemic, we musi stick to the actions 
and behaviors which protect not only ourselves but also those around us: hand washing, mask-wearing, physical 
distancing and avoiding places that have a high risk of transmission.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said on 
Monday that he expecis the country to see herd immunity by late spring or early summer after coronavirus 
vaccines become more widely available.” 


Democrats Ask Of Biden’s Health Team: Who’s In Charge? 


Politico (12/17, Cancryn, 6.73M} reporis “Joe Biden vowed to assemble a world-class team capable of ending 
the pandemic and securing sweeping health care gains.” However, “in the days since he rolled out his health 
leadership, Democrats have been occupied by a simpler challenge: figuring out who among Biden’s health team 
is actually in charge.” The article says, “Xavier Becerra, for instance, is in line to run the Health and Human 
Services Department at the center of the Covid-19 crisis — though he has little public health background. Jeff 
Zients, an economic policy expert, will coordinate the pandernic response out of the White House.” Meanwhile, 
“Vivek Murthy, who spent three years as the Obama administration’s surgeon general, is reprising his role at 
HHS — yet with the promise he'll also wield outsize influence in the West Wing.” The piece mentions NIAID 
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Biden Warns That His Covid Aid Depends On Georgia Senate Victories For Warnock, 
Ossoff. 


CNBC (12/17, Breuninger, 7.34M} reports “Joe Biden warned in a new ad that his plan to beat the coronavirus 
pandemic hinges on two Democrais winning a Georgia runoff that will determine which party controis the 
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Senate.” As part of “a straight-o-camera appeal for Georgia voters to elect Democratic Senaie hopefuls Raphael 
Wamock and Jon Ossoff,” Biden said, “There are folks in Congress threatening io do everything in their power to 
block our efforts.” The plece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Biden Advisers Warn Trump Mass Vaccine Timeline May Be Too Optimistic. 


NBC News (12/17, Pettypiece, Golden, Przybyla, 4.91M) reports, “Millions of Americans are waiching with 
anticipation as the first coronavirus vaccines are administered, but doctors advising...Joe Biden are raising 
concerns that the timeline for widespread disiribution may be longer than anticipated.” The medical professionals 
who advise “Biden are warning internally that the program he will inherit from outgoing President Donald Trump 
may not live up to expectations of fast and widespread relief. instead of mass disiribution to the general 
population in the coming months, pandemic-fatigued Americans may find approval delays, distribution 
disruptions and insufficient quantities.” Vaccinating every American who is interested “could take six manths or 
longer, Dr. David Kessler, a former FDA commissioner who has been advising Biden, said in an interview 
Wednesday on MSNBC.” The article mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Trump Is Conspicuously Absent From The List Of Public Figures Getting A Coronavirus 
Vaccine Soon. 


Bill Bostock writes for Business Insider (12/17, 2.74M) that President Trump “is noticeably absent from the 
growing list of politicians, former presidents, and public figures setting a date to receive the coronavirus vaccine.” 
The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

Additional Seurce. Summer Concepcion also covers the story for Talking Points Memo (12/17, 77K). 


Americans Have Converted To Mask Culture, Survey Finds. 


CNN (72/18, Kallingal, Fox, 89.21M) reports that according to a newly released KFF survey, “most Americans 
say they can keep up social distancing until the pandemic has eased or until there’s a vaccine — and most think 
they'll need to.” Such “fears may be justified. An ensemble forecast published by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention now projects there will be 357,000 to 391,000 coronavirus deaths in the US by January 9.” The 
survey suggesis these “fears may have motivaied people to accept public health advice about wearing masks 
and staying away from other people.” CNN notes that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said in October that 
“wearing masks ‘makes a difference’ and that the politicization of masks should stop.” 


Covid And The Rebirth Of US Industrial Policy (Fauci Mention). 


The Financial Times (12/18, Luce, Subseription Publication, 1.48M) reports, “Here are two words that could 
rapidly empty a Washington dinner party: industrial policy. Here are two thal could get the quests back to the 
table...” 


FDA Says It Will ‘Rapidly Work Toward’ Authorizing Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Charles Davis and Andrew Dunn write for Business Insider (12/17, 2.74M} that on Thursday, the FDA announced 
“it ‘will rapidly work toward finalization and issuance of an emergency use authorization’ of Mocderna’s COVID-19 

vaccine.” This “news comes after an FDA expert advisory panel earlier in the day recommended that the vaccine 

be approved.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 
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F.D.A. Panel Endorses Moderna’s Covid-19 Vaccine. 


The New York Times (12/17, Ai, Grady, Goodnough, Zimmer, Wu, 20.6M) reports “the coronavirus vaccine 
made by Moderna moved closer to authorization on Thursday, a significant step that would expand the reach of 
the nation’s vaccination campaign to rural areas and many more hospitals.” A panel of “experts recommended, 
by a vote of 20 in favor and one abstention, that the Food and Drug Administration authorize the Moderna 
vaccine for emergency use.” The move “would clear the way for some 5.9 million doses to be shipped around the 
country starting this weekend.” The decision is “expected on Friday.” The Times adds that “Maderna developed 
its vaccine in collaboration with scientists from the National Institutes of Health.” 

Additional Sources. The Washington Post (12/17, A1, Johnson, McGinley, 10.52M) reports the FDA 
“said Thursday night that it will ‘rapidly work toward’ emergency authorization of Moderna’s coronavirus vaccine, 
just hours after agency advisers endorsed the shot.” The panel of advisers determined “the benefits of the highly 
effective vaccine outweighed tis risks for people 18 years of age and older.” The federal agency “intends to 
authorize the vaccine Friday, according to knowledgeable individuals.” The agency “authorized the Pfizer- 
BioNTech vaccine last Friday, hours after White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows warned FDA Commissioner 
Stephen Hahn he would be asked to submit his resignation if the agency didn’t authorize the shot by the end of 
that day.” 

USA Today (12/17, Weintraub, 12.7M) reporis “the independent Vaccines and Related Biological Products 
Advisory Committee voted 20-0 with one abstention to support mMRNA-1273." Steven Pergam, a committee 
member and infectious disease and vaccine expert at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, said, 
“There’s no doubt in my mind — it looks like the benefits outweigh the risks from what I’ve seen.” 

The AP (12/17, Perrone, Neergaard) reports Hahn “said late Thursday that his agency will move...quickly” to 
“authorize the second COVID-19 vaccine to fight the pandemic.” He “said in a statement that regulators have 
communicated their plans to drugmaker Moderna.” Once the “FDA's emergency use authorization is granted, 
Moderna will begin shipping millions of doses, earmarked for health workers and nursing home residents, to 
boost the largest vaccination effort in U.S. history.” 

NBC News (12/17, Edwards, 4.91M} reports Melinda Wharton, Director of the Immunization Services 
Division in the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases at the CDC, said, “Based on the 
totality of scientific evidence available, | strongly support it because the benefits outweigh its risks.” Meanwhile, 
“Michael Kurilla, an infectious disease expert with the National Institutes of Health, was the sole member to 
abstain from the vote.” Kurilla “said he felt the question on which the committee voted, ‘Based on the totality of 
scientific evidence available, do the benefits of the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine outweigh its risks for use in 
individuals 18 years of age and older?’ was too broad.” 

CNBC (12/17, Lovelace, 7.34M) reports that before “the vote, some members of the committee stressed 
that their endorsement for Moderna’s vaccine was not for a full FDA approval, reiterating that the agency will stil 
need to review more data on safeiy and effectiveness.” Doran Fink, Deputy Director of FDA’s division of vaccines 
and related products applications, said, “As we continue to investigate and evaluate the data, we will consider 
wheiher additional recommendations need to be made.” 

CNN (12/17, Walis, Christensen, Fox, 89.21M) reports Hahn and Peter Marks, director of the FDA’s Center 
for Biologics Evaluation and Research, said, “Following today’s positive advisory committee meeting outcome 
regarding the Moderna COVID-18 vaccine, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has informed the sponsor that 
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it will rapidly work toward finalization and issuance of an emergency use authorization. ... The agency has also 
notified the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Operation Warp Speed, so they can execute 
their plans for timely vaccine distribution.” 

Fox News (12/17, Farber, 23.99M) reporis “a panel of independent experts advising the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) recently voted that health care workers and residenis of long-ierm care facilities 
will be the first fo receive the long-awaited coronavirus vaccine. That decision required approval from CDC 
Director Dr. Robert Redfield.” 

The New York Post (12/17, Moore, 7.45M) reports “the Trump administration has secured nearly 6 million 
doses of Moderna’s vaccine for immediate release, Heath and Human Services head Alex Azar said on 
Wednesday.” 

STAT (12/17, 262K) reports “Rachel Zhang, an FDA medical officer who is presenting the agency's analysis 
of the Moderna data io VRBPAC, reported that two people developed facial swelling after vaccination; both had a 
prior history of getting cosmetic injections of dermal fillers in their cheeks.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonight = (12/17, lead story, 4:20, 
Muir, 7.31M), NBC Nightly New = (12/47, lead story, 2:50, Holt, 6.27M), the Wall Street Journal (12/17, A‘, 
Burton, Loftus, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), Bloomberg (12/17, Edney, 3.57M), Reuters (12/17, Kalia), Fox 
Business (12/17, Barrabi, 3.06M), McClatchy (12/17, Camero, 29K), Forbes (12/17, Rosenbaum, 10.33M)}, 
Politico (12/17, Owermohie, 8.73M), NPR (12/17, Hensley, 3.69M), The Hill (12/17, Weixel, 5.69M), the 
Washington Times (12/17, Howell Jr., 626K), Vox (12/17, Irfan, 1.88M), the New York Daily News (12/17, 
Sommerfeldt, 2.51M), the Boston Herald (12/17, Cohan, 327), the Daily Caller (12/17, Trunsky, 375K), the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution (12/17, Lee, 1.46M)}, the San Francisco Chronicle (12/17, Ho, 2.44M), the Boston 
Business Journal (12/17, DeAngelis, Subscription Publication, 881K}, National Review (12/17, Bernstein, 798K), 
Axios (12/17, Gonzalez, 1.26M), BioPharma Dive (12/17, Pagliarulo}, FierceBiotech (12/17, Al idrus, 4K), and the 
Financial Times (12/17, Stacey, Kuchler, Subscription Publication, 7.48M). 


U.S. Cybersecurity Agency Warns Of “Grave Risk” After Hack. 


(12/17, story 6, 2:00, 4.49M), “The US is under 
cyberattack as federal officials warn a likely Russian-based hack has penetrated deep into US national security 


Norah O'Donnell reported on the CBS Evening New: 


infrastructure. The breach is widespread, and there are growing concerns tonight about what may come next.” 

CBS’ Catherine Herridge: “Hackers thought to be linked to Russian intelligence are now feared to be deep inside 

American infrastructure networks across the US government, and including the nation’s top nuclear laboratory.” 
Additional Sources. Pierre Thomas said on ABC World News Tonight £1] (12/17, story 6, 1:20, Muir, 

7.31M), “Federal agencies scrambling, fearing enormous damage in what could be one of the largest 

=: (12/17, story 7, 1:20, Holt, 6.27M), “AUS 

security bulletin issued Thursday said [the cyberatiack] poses a grave risk to the government and privaie sector, 


cyberattacks in years.” Pete Williams said on NBC Nightly New 


and said removing the infected computer code will be highly complex and challenging. The intrusion went 
undetected for nearly nine months, allowing the attackers to huni for data in unclassified systems and read 
government emails.” The AP (12/17, Fox} reports that the Cybersecurily and Infrastructure Security Agency “said 
in its most detailed comments yet thai the intrusion had compromised federal agencies as well as ‘critical 
infrastructure’ in a sophisticated attack that was hard to detect and will be difficult to undo.” However, CISA “did 
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not say which agencies or infrastructure had been breached or whai information taken in an attack that it 
previously said appeared to have begun in March.” 

The Washington Post (12/17, Timberg, 10.52M) says, “For days it has been clear that compromised 
software patches distributed by a Texas-based company, SolarWinds, were central to Russian efforis to gain 
access into U.S. government computer systems. Bui Thursday’s alert...said evidence suggested there was other 
malware used to initiate what the alert described as ‘a grave risk to the Federal Government and state, local, 
tribal, and territorial governments as well as critical infrastructure entities and other private sector organizations.” 
The Past notes parenthetically that the National institutes of Health was among the government agencies 
breached by the atlack. The Hill (12/17, Beavers, 5.69M}, NPR (12/15, 3.69M)}, and the Washington Examiner 
(12/17, Dyke, 888K) also mention the NIH in their coverage of the hack. 

USA Today (12/17, Johnson, Bomey, 12.7M) says the bulletin “represented the most siriking assessment 


yet of a cascading threat to federal, state and local networks.” 

The New York Times (12/17, Sanger, Perlroth, 20.6M) reports, “Echoing the government's warning, 
Microsoft said Thursday that it had identified 40 companies, government agencies and think tanks that the 
suspected Russian hackers, af a minimum, stole data from. Nearly half are private technology firms, Microsoft 
said, many of them cybersecurity firms, like FireEye, that are charged with securing vast sections of the public 
and private sector.” 

The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Volz, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} reports Senate Finance Chairman 
Charles Grassley and ranking member Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) on Thursday sent a letter to IRS Commissioner 
Rettig requesting a briefing, writing, “Given the extreme sensitivity of personal taxpayer information entrusted to 
the IRS, and the harm both to Americans’ privacy and our national security that could result from the theff and 
exploitation of this data by our adversaries, itis imperative that we understand the extent to which the IRS may 
have been compromised.” 

in an appearance on Fox Business’ After The Bell (12/17, 55K), White House Deputy Press Secretary Brian 
Morgenstern was asked about the hacking campaign that recently impacted FireEye and SolarWinds. 
Morgenstern said, “The Administration is very focused on this. We are aware of the reports and investigating. ... 
We have many professionais, of course, at Horneland Security and the National Security Council and at other 
various agencies very clued into this.” Bloomberg (12/17, 3.57M)} says President Trump “has yet to comment on 
the attacks.” Roll Call (12/17, Ratnarn, 130K}, CNN (12/17, Liptak, 89.21M), Reuters (12/17, Menn), Axios 
(12/17, Knutson, 1.26M}, Politico (12/17, Bertrand, 6.73M). 


Underage Tobacco Use Falls Despite Cigarette Strength, CDC Finds. 


Bloomberg (12/17, Clough, Kary, 3.57M} says, “The number of middle- and high-school students who use 
tobacco products fell 28% in 2020 to about 4.5 million, according to a new report from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Conirol and Prevention using survey data collected from Jan. 16 to March 16.” The agency pointed oui 
that these “declines were driven largely by lower use of e-cigarettes, cigars and smokeless tobacco products.” 
Additional Sources. HealthDay (12/17, Mundell, 11K) reports, “The sharp decline in vaping rates was 
welcome news’ and “suggests thai recent moves by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to ban the most 
enticing, flavored varieties of e-cigarettes has had an effect.” The article quoies CDC Director Dr. Robert 
Redfield as saying, “The decline in tobacco product use over the past year is a win for public health. Yel, our 
work is far frorm done. Nearly 4.5 million U.S. youths still use tobacco products, pulling a new generation at risk 
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for nicotine addiction and other health risks.” The piece also quotes FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn as 
saying, “We remain very concerned about the overall tobacco use rates for young people, including the nearly 
3.6 million youth who currently use e-cigareties. FDA will continue to monitor the marketplace, expand our public 
education efforts, and use our regulatory authority to further ensure all tobacco products, and e-cigarettes in 
particular, are not marketed to, sold io, or used by kids.” 

The Winston-Salem (NC) Journal (12/17, Craver, 226) also reporis on the analysis, and quotes Dr. Nora 
Volkow, director of National Institute on Drug Abuse, as saying, “The rapid rise of teen nicotine vaping in recent 
years has been unprecedented and deeply concerning since we know that nicotine is highly addictive and can be 
delivered at high doses by vaping devices, which may also contain other toxic chemicals that may be harmful 
when inhaled.” 

Current Use Of Tobacce Product Reported By 16.2% Of US Middie, High School Students. 
HealthDay (12/17, 17K) reports, “Current use of any tobacco product was reporied by 16.2 percent of all U.S. 
middie and high school students in 2020, according to research published in the Dec. 18 issue of the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report.” Using data from the 2019 
and 2020 National Youth Tobacco Surveys, “researchers found that current use of any tobacco product was 
reported by 16.2 percent (4.47 million) of all students in 2020, including 23.6 and 6.7 percent of high school and 
middie school students, respectively. The most commonly used tobacco product among high school and middie 
school students was electronic cigarettes (19.6 and 4.7 percent, respectively).” Meanwhile, “among high school 
and middle school students, there were decreases noted in current use of any tobacco product...from 2019 to 
2020, resulting in about 1.73 million fewer youth tobacco product users.” 


Foreign Influence Threats Prompt Changes to NIH Conflict Rules. 


Bloomberg Law (12/17, Baurmann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports from behind a paywaill that under a 
pending change to the NIH’s conflicts of interest policy, biornedical researchers would have to disclose ties to 
foreign collaborators. 


Surgery, Drugs Similar For Treating Severe Diabetic Eye Disease. 


HealthDay (12/17, Preidt, 11K} reports on research funded by the National Eye Institute finding that “surgery and 
injectable drugs are equally effective in treating” proliferative diabetic retinopathy (PDR). The stucly “included 205 
patients with bleeding inside the eye due fo” PDR, of which “100 patients received injections of the drug 
aflibercept (Eylea}, and 105 had vitrectomy surgery and laser photocoagulation to remove blood from their eyes 
and prevent regrowth of blood vessels.” At four weeks, “sharpness of vision (visual acuity) in the surgery group 
was significantly higher than in the patients treated with medication,” but at 24 weeks, “visual acuity was the 
same in both groups.” The findings were published in the Journal of the American Medical Association. 


Zones Of Immune Defence In The Liver. 


Nature (12/17, Ray, 194K) reports, “new research from Anita Gola in the Germain laboratory at the National 
institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, NIH, dernonstrates that zonation in the liver extends to the Immune 
cells, revealing that liver sinusoidal endothelial cells (LSECs) sense commensal bacteria to actively orchestrate 
localization of resident immune cells to promote host defence.” The article quotes co-authors Gola and Ronald 
Germain saying, “Over the years, a wealth of imaging and functional studies have revealed that the complex 
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lymphoid tissue microanaiomy acts in concert with soluble and membrane-bound guidance factors to enable 
efficient innate and adaptive immune responses. Yet despite the presence of many immune cell types in non- 
lymphoid tissues (such as the liver), similar detailed quantitative descriptions of immune spatial organization are 
largely lacking.” 


The Coming Vaccine Doesn’t Mean We Should Delay Routine Care. 


Pacific Research Institute president Sally Pipes writes for the Washington Examiner (12/17, 888K) that 
“postponing routine care” because of the pandemic “can have a very real and deadly cost.” She writes, 
“UnitedHealth reports that its beneficiaries underwent nearly 71 million fewer mammograms, colorectal cancer, 
and cervical cancer screenings in the first eight months of 2020 than in the same period last year.” Pipes 
concludes that “it’s obviously important for people to reduce their risk of being exposed to the coronavirus by 
staying home when possible, keeping their distance from others, and wearing a mask. But it’s also important for 
them to continue to get routine care. Postponing such care indefinitely is not cost-free. It can be deadly.” The 
article mentions a recent staternent form National Cancer Institute Director Ned Sharpless in which he said of 
delaying routine cancer screenings, “There's really almost no way that doesn’t turn into increased mortality.” 


Living Through The Darkest Days And Longest Nights. 


Ina column in the New York Times (12/18, 20.6M)}, Timothy Egan writes about lessons about the coming winter 
during the COVID-19 crisis that can be learned from the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1805-06. The coming 
winter “could be ‘the most difficult time in the public health history of this nation’ as Robert Redfield, the head of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said earlier this month.” The expedition “fared well once they 
emerged from their long winter. We, on the other hand, face a brutal early spring. The Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation projects that more than 500,000 Americans likely will have died from Covid-19 by the end of 
March. Br. Anthony Fauci has made similar grim assessments of what lies ahead: in November he predicted 
December would see ‘a surge superimposed upon’ a surge, not unlike the waves of the Pacific, gray and 
unrelenting in the December dusk.” 


Study Finds Survival Disparities And Mutational Differences For Black Patients Younger 
Than 60 With AML. 


The ASCO Post (12/17, Cavallo} reports, “Bhavana Bhatnagar, DO, of The Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, Columbus, and colleaques investigated the outcomes of adults with acute myeloid leukemia 
(AML) and characterized molecular features of the leukemia cells in Black patienis compared with White 
patients.” Researchers “found that self-reported Black race was independently associated with poor survival of 
patients younger than age 60 diagnosed with AML.” 


GlaxoSmithKline, Vir Look To Succeed Where Lilly Failed With NIH Antibody Study In 
Hospitalized Covid-19 Patients. 

Endpoints News (12/17, Blankenship) reports that in October, “the NIH quickly cut” Ell Lilly’s “antibody from a trial 
in moderately il hospitalized patients” with COVID-19, and now, “GlaxoSmithKline and partner Vir Biotechnology 
are hoping to succeed where” Eli Lilly “failed.” Vir and GSK “will now take a shot al” hospitalized patients with 
COVID-19 “as part of a placebo-controlled subtrial in the NIH’s ‘master protocol’ Activ-3." Initially, NIH will “test 
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GSK and Virs candidaie, dubbed VIR-7831, as well as an antibody combo from Gril Biosciences in an initial 
population of 450 moderately ill Covid-19 patients over the course of five days, the NIH said in a release.” 


Don’t Fall For Big Pharma’s Savior Act. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Times (12/17, Buranyi, 20.6M), Stephen Buranyi, a visiting lecturer at the 
European Business School, writes that “a strange thing has happened in our celebration of” the arrival of COVID- 
19 vaccines: the vaccines “are being written...as a victory for pharmaceutical companies.” Buranyi says “the rule 
in press coverage seems to be that the biggest brand involved gets top credit. ... There are stories about the 
Pfizer vaccine... the Moderna vaccine (a parinership between the National institutes of Health and Moderna); and 
the AstraZeneca vaccine.” Buranyi says “it’s an incredible public relations coup for an industry desperate to 
rescue its image.” Buranyi concludes, “The pharmaceutical industry wouldn’t be able to rake in its profits and 
restore its reputation without funding that comes from our tax dollars. We shouldn't let Big Pharma forget it.” 


Without Resources, Vaccine Rollout Could ‘Fall At The Last Hurdle,’ Journalist Warns. 


NPR (12/17, Gross, 3.69M) reports, “The fight against COVID-19 entered a new phase this week as American 
health care workers siarted getting vaccinated — the first in what will be a massive effort.” Science writer Ed Yong 
of The Atlantic “says that the U.S. vaccination program will depend upon a public health structure that has been 
severely overburdened and underfunded.” He points out “that the amount of money Congress allocated for 
vaccine distribution was ‘minuscule’ compared with the sum devoted to creating the vaccine.” Yong also said that 
“when Congress awarded billions of research [dollars] to the [National Institutes of Health] to study COVID, none 
of that went down to the National institute of Child Health and Human Development.” 


Biden And Lawmakers Raise Alarms Over Cyber-Breach Amid Trump Silence. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Gearan, Demirian, Demirian, Linskey, 10.52M) reports, “Democrats and some 
Republicans raised the alarm Thursday about a massive and growing cybersecurity breach that many experts 
blame on Russia, with... Joe Biden implicitly criticizing the Trump administration for allowing the hacking attack to 
occur.” Biden stated, “We need fo disrupt and deter our adversaries frorn undertaking significant cyber attacks in 
the first place. ... Our adversaries should know thai, as president, | will not stand idly by in the face of cyber 
assaults on our nation.” Meanwhile, President Trump “has said nothing about the hack affecting numerous 
federal agencies as well as U.S. companies.” This breach impacted “the Depariment of Homeland Security, the 
State, Treasury and Commerce departments and the National Institutes of Health, officials have said.” 

Additional Source. Forbes (12/17, Solender, 10.33M) and Business Insider (12/17, Sheth, Lahut, 2.74M) 
also cover the story. 


Sackler Family Members Denounced In Appearances Before House Panel. 


The AP (12/17, Mulvihill) reports that on Thursday, “two of the owners of the company that makes OxyContin 
acknowledged to a congressional commitiee...that the powerful prescription painkiller has played a role in the 
national opioid crisis but stopped short of apologizing or admitting wrongdoing. ‘| want to express my family’s 
deep sadness about the opioid crisis, David Sackler, a member of the family that owns Purdue Pharma, said at 
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a rare appearance in a public forum.” David Sackier added, “OxyContin is a medicine that Purdue intended to 
help people, and itt has helped, and continues to help, millions of Americans.” Kathe Sackler, David Sackler’s 
cousin, told the House Oversight Committee, “I have tried to figure out if there’s anything | could have done 
differently knowing whai | knew then, not what | know now. There is nothing | can find that | would have done 
differently.” 

Politico (12/17, Niedzwiadek, 6.73M) reports that the Sacklers’ testimony “rang hollow fo most committee 


members, who noted that the family benefited immensely from the billions in profits OxyContin generated for the 
company they owned. ‘To the Sackler family and Purdue Pharma, let me make this clear as | can be: You all are 
bad actors,’ Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.} said.” According to Politico, Purdue, “more than any other, has been 
blamed for driving the nation’s opioid epidemic with its aggressive promotion of OxyContin.” However, 
“Thursday's hearing was the first time the drug manufacturer's representatives have testified under oath before 
Congress about Purdue's role in the ongoing crisis.” 

Reuters (12/17, Spector) reports that David and Kathe Sackler, “among several Sackler family members 
with ownership interests in Purdue, agreed to testify only after the committee’s chairwoman, Democratic 
Representative Carolyn Maloney, threatened subpoenas.” Rep. James Cooper (D-TN) is quoted as saying, 
“Watching you testify makes my blood boil. ?m not sure that ['m aware of any family in America that’s more evil 
than yours.” According to Reuters, Purdue “reaped more than $30 billion from opioid sales over the years that 
enriched Sackler family members, and it funneled illegal kickbacks to doctors and pharmacies, investigations 
have found.” 


Also reporting are The Hill (12/17, Hellmann, 5.69M)}, NBC Nightly News = (12/97, story 6, 1:55, Holt, 


6.27M) , the Washington Post (12/17, Kornfield, 10.52M), the New York Times (12/17, Hoffman, 20.6M}, and the 
Financial Times (12/17, Kuchler, Subscription Publication, 1.48M). 


Biogen Agrees To Pay $22 Million To Settle US Drug Charity Kickback Investigation. 


Reuters (12/17, Raymond) reports, “Biogen Inc has agreed to pay $22 million to resolve U.S. allegations that it 
ilegally used two charities that help cover Medicare patients’ out-of-pocket drug costs as a means to pay them 
kickbacks to use its multiple sclerosis drugs.” 


US Labs Seeing Far Less Influenza Than In Past Years. 


The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Abbott, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that the US is seeing far less 
influenza this year than in past years, and CDC influenza division director Daniel Jernigan credits efforts to 
combat COVID-19. 


Over 370 International Spiritual Leaders Sign Joint Declaration Calling For End To LGBTQ 
Conversion Therapy. 


The New York Times (12/16, Morales, 20.6M) reports, “In a show of unity aimed at fighting for the rights of 
L.G.B.T.Q. people, more than 370 international spiritual leaders have signed a declaration demanding a global 
ban on disputed conversion therapy.” The joint “declaration also asked that nations find a way to end the 
criminalization of people based on their sexual orientation or gender identity,” and “called for an end to violence 
against L.G.B.T.Q. people.” The joint “pledge was signed by religious leaders from more than 35 countries,” and 
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“was led by the Globai interfaith Commission on LGBT+ Lives initiative, in a bid ‘to affirm the sanctity of Ife and 
dignity of all.” 


Pulse Oximeters May Be More Likely To Give Inaccurate Readings For Black People, 
Researchers Say. 


The Hill (12/17, Budryk, 5.69M) reports, “A medical device that measures oxygen blood levels is more likely to 
give misleading or inaccurate results to Black patients, according to research published Thursday in the New 
England Journal of Medicine.” Researchers “analyzed data from thousands of adult patients who received 
supplemental oxygen at the University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor, comparing the data to that of 37,000 
patients at about 200 other hospitals’ intensive care units.” The finger-worn pulse oximeter, “they found, was 
more likely to return inaccurate results for Black users based on comparisons of the data to a test that takes 
arterial blood samples.” 


Toxic Fumes Appear To Leak Into Airplane Air Supply More Frequently Than Previously 
Thought, Research Indicates. 


The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M) reports that “for decades, the airline industry and its regulators have 
known about incidents of toxic gases from jet engine oil and other fluids leaking into the air supply on planes.” 
But the Federal Aviation Administration “doesn’t track these fume events. And airlines aren’t required to report 
information needed to answer basic questions.” The Times “turned to a database of safety reporis voluntarily 
made to NASA by pilots and flight attendants” to help answer those questions. The Times’ analysis “of NASA 
safety reports alone counted 362 fume evenis reported in 2018 and 2019, nearly 400 crew members or 
passengers who received medical attention and four dozen pilots who were described as impaired to the point of 
being unable to perform their duties.” 

The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M) reports separately. The Hill (12/17, Budryk, 5.69M) and The Verge 


(12/17, 1.54M) also provide coverage. 


FDA Warns Consumers Not To Use Nearly 50 Male Enhancing, Weight Loss Products Sold 
Online. 


Newsweek (12/17, 2.67M} reports that the FDA “is warning consumers to not use nearly 50 male enhancement 
or weight loss products sold on Amazon and eBay afier the agency found hidden, dangerous ingredients in 
them.” The agency “said all of the products purchased from Amazon and 80 percent of those purchased off eBay 
contained ‘undeclared active pharmaceutical ingredients.” 


Hospitals Introducing Al Without Educating Employees About It. 


STAT (12/17, Brodwin, 262K) reports hospitals are making increased use of artificial intelligence and their 
employees “are increasingly being asked to incorporate experimental Al systems into their workflows,” and to do 
so “without a transparent explanation of how the tools work -—- or clear education on how fo use them.” As a 
result, “nurses and doctors... told STAT that the process has sowed confusion, frustration, and concern.” 


Former J&J Executive Files Sexual Discrimination And Harassment Suit. 
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STAT (12/17, Silverman, 262K) reports Gina Bilotti, “a 25-year veteran Johnson & Johnson (JNJ) executive, has 
accused the health care giant of persistent sexual discrimination and harassment,” including a “ruthless pattern 
of retaliation.” Bilotti alleges thai the “highest levels of J&J management participated in and condoned the 
retaliation,” including CEO Alex Gorsky. 


Opinion: Congress Pursuing Contradictory Messaging In Approaches To Marijuana, 
Nicotine. 


In a Washington Examiner (12/17, 888K) op-ed, Reason Foundation Director of Consumer Freedom Guy Bentley 
writes, “Congress is pursuing divergent and contradictory paths for nicotine and marijuana regulation. A majority 
of Republicans voted against” a measure that would have banned all flavored tobacco products, “while most 
Democrats did the reverse. The opposite was the case for the MORE Act,” also known as the Marijuana 
Opportunity Reinvestment and Exoungement Act. Bentley concludes, “Congress must work for safer, regulated 
markets for both nicotine and marijuana and avoid repeating the mistakes of the drug war with e-cigarettes, 
menthols, and smokeless tobacco.” 


Illinois Senator Praises Operation Warp Speed’s Vaccine Rollout. 


Fox News (12/17, Fordham, 23.99M)} reporis that Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), “a top critic of President Trump, gave 
the administration praise as a second COVID-19 vaccine tied to Operation Warp Speed is expected to receive 
emergency use authorization from the FDA.” Durbin said on the Senate floor Thursday: “Although I’ve been a 
frequent critic of this administration, | want to give them credit for organizing this effectively, and delivering a 
vaccine in a timely way, almost amazing timely way in this pandemic that we face.” Earlier in the year, Durbin 
“cast doubt on Trump’s efforts io ensure the development of a vaccine before 2021.” 


New Filings For Unemployment Rose To 885,000 Last Week, Data Show. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Rosenberg, 10.52M) reporis some “885,000 people applied for unemployment aid 
for the first time last week — a second consecutive week of increased claims, and a high not seen since the end 
of the summer, as negotiations for stimulus funding continue in Washington.” Data also show “455,000 new 
claims for the Pandemic Unemployment Assisiance program for gig and self-employed workers.” The article says 
approximately “20.6 million people were counted on the unemployment rolls as of the week ending Nov. 28, 
although officials say that number Is inflated by duplicate claims and other issues stemming from backlogs in 
state unemployment systems.” 

The AP (12/47, Wiseman) reporis that the number of Americans “who are receiving traditional state 
unemployment benefits fell fo 5.5 million from 5.8 million. That figure is down sharply from its peak of nearly 23 
million in May.” This “means that some jobless Americans are finding jobs and no longer receiving aid.” However, 
“it also indicates that many of the unemployed have used up their state benefits, which typically expire after six 
months.” 

The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Cambon, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} and Bloomberg (12/17, Pickert, 
3.57M) also cover the story. 


Trump Was Reportedly Pushing For Stimulus Checks For As Much As $2,000 Per Person. 
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The Washington Post (12/17, Stein, 10.52M)} reports that on Thursday, White House aides prevented “President 
Trump from issuing a statement calling for substantially larger stimulus payments for millions of Americans, 
according to two people granted anonymity to share details of the private exchange.” During “a phone call 
Thursday afternoon, Trump told allies that he believes stimulus payments in the next relief package should be ‘at 
least’ $1,200 per person and possibly as big as $2,000 per person, the officials said.” Top lawmakers in 
Congress are “currently preparing a stimulus package that would provide checks of $600 per person.” 


Analysis: Lack Of State, Local Aid In COVID-19 Stimulus Package Will Likely Result In More 
Damage To The Economy. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Hohmann, 10.52M) reports that “after nine months of dithering and deadlock, 
Presideni Trump and Congress appear poised to enact desperately needed relief before leaving town for their 
Christmas vacations.” The article says, “The $908 billion bipartisan proposal that was released earlier this week 
by a group of moderates would not have authorized another round of stimulus checks, but it would have included 
$160 billion in aid for states and cities who have seen tax revenue dry up amid the pandemic.” The piece adds 
that the “failure to provide meaningful help for state and local governments will mean significant layoffs of public 
employees and reduce services at a time when there is growing demand for public assistance,” which “will make 
the job picture bleaker and increase the pain for the neediest.” 


Analysis: Stimulus Checks In Next COVID-19 Stimulus Package Not Enough To Pay 
Average Month’s Rent In Any State. 


Newsweek (12/17, Cannon, 2.67M) reports there is growing speculation that “S600 stimulus checks could be 
included in the next COVID-19 relief package — however, that would not be enough to cover most people’s rent.” 
That “figure is said to be under consideration as lawmakers look io formulate a proposal able to pass both the 
House and Senate after a prolonged stalemate.” But a “separate analysis of the latest American Community 
Survey from 2017 by Business Insider suggests the sum would not be enough to cover the average rent for an 
average American family of four in any state.” 


Commentary Examines GOP’s, Dems’ Motivations In Negotiating COVID-19 Stimulus 
Package. 


Spencer Bokat-Lindell writes in the New York Times (12/17, 20.6M)} that “eight months afier Congress cut the 
first stimulus checks to help Americans absorb the shock of a pandemic-induced recession, it’s finally making 
plans for a second round.” Some contend Republicans want a smaller bill “because they want to saddle the 
Biden presidency with a halting recovery.” in addition, because Senate Majority Leader Mitch “McConnell’s 
newfound motivation to pass a bill appears linked to the Georgia runoffs,” they say “Republicans will be much 
more resistant next year to economic relief if they retain control of the Senate.” Bui others “blame Democrats for 
not taking the $1.8 trillion deal the White House offered in October, if only to weaponize Republican opposition to 
it before the election.” 


Commentary: McConnell May Be Undermining Biden By Omitting Aid For State, Local 
Governments From Stimulus Package. 
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Greg Sargent writes in the Washington Post (12/17, 10.52M) that “as congressional negotiators inch toward a 
deal on an economic rescue package, Republicans appear close io accomplishing one of their most cherished 
goals: keeping federal aid to state and local governments out of the deal.” Sargent says “i’s understandable that 
state and local aid has been put aside for now.” Yet, “in getting this done, [Senate Majority Leader Mitch] 
McConnell may be doing more than if first appears to accomplish his apparent goal of undermining Joe Biden's 
presidency.” 


Commentary Says Dems Opposed Liability Shield In COVID-19 Stimulus Package Because 
“Personal Injury Lawyers Won’t Allow It.” 


Marc A. Thiessen writes in the Washington Post (12/17, 10.52M) that amid negotiations on the COVID-19 
stimulus package, “instead of compromising on liability reform, Democrats threw siaie and local governments 
under the bus. Last spring, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.} drew a red line, declaring that Democrats 
would approve no more covid relief packages without aid to state and local governments. Republicans opposed 
the aid because they believed Democrats were using the pandemic as a pretext to bail out blue states for 
decades of high spending and fiscal mismanagement.” Thiessen says in order to get what she wanted, Pelosi 
“would have to cornpromise on lability reform, and the personal injury lawyers won't allow it.” He adds, “That is 
stunning. In all my many years in Washington, I've never seen 4 constituency with such total dominance over a 
political party. There are no votes at stake here; it's all about money.” 


Commentary Urges Congress To Pass COVID-19 Stimulus Package And Immediately Begin 
Work On The Next One. 


Catherine Rampell writes in the Washington Post (12/17, 10.52M) that following “months of deadlock, lawmakers 
are inching toward a compromise on another round of fiscal relief. The deal reportedly includes more aid for the 
unemployed and small businesses and a second round of stimulus payments, among other measures, with a 
total price tag of about $900 billion.” The agreement “couldn't come a moment too soon.” Rampell says “it’s great 
that leaders of both parties seem to (finally) recognize their duly to forestall the most immediate catastrophe, that 
post-Chrisimas benefit cliff.” However, “their work isn’t finished. Sometime in the next few weeks or months, 
lawmakers must take another bite at the apple before it rots.” 


LATimes: McConnell Most Likely Prodded By Partisan Interests To Negotiate On COVID-19 
Relief Package. 


The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M) writes in an editorial that some “eight months after Congress passed a 
massive coronavirus relief bill, lawmakers are closing in on a deal for a long-awaited follow-up: a roughly $900- 
billion package that would aid struggling small businesses, renters, workers and schoois, while also pumping 
more money into fighting COVID-19.” The Times says, “We'd like to believe thai the looming end to extended 
unemployment benefits was enough to prod [Senate Majority Leader Mitch] McConnell into action.” However, he 
was probably motivated by the fact that the two Georgia senators facing re-election have been criticized for 
opposing COVID-19 for consumers, and their defeat in the runoffis would mean “Republicans will lose control of 
the Senate.” 


California Rocked By Record Surge In COVID-19 Cases. 
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The Washington Post (12/17, Thebault, 10.52M) reporis California has become “the new epicenter of the US. 
coronavirus crisis, with unprecedented surges of seriously infected patients threatening to overwhelm hospitals 
and overflow morgues.” The state “has set nationwide records for new cases again and again in the past week,” 
and if it “were a country, it would be arnong the world leaders in new coronavirus cases, ahead of India, 
Germany and Britain. ... California is also setting daily death records,” and “the number of available beds in 
intensive care units is plummeting.” 

The Los Angeles Times (12/16, 3.37M) reporis, “Single-day pandemic records were shattered across 
California yet again on Wednesday,” with “more than 50,000 new coronavirus cases and nearly 400 deaths in 
California reported in a single day.” The state “is now tallying an average of 203 COVID-19 deaths a day over a 
weekly period, and 35,200 cases a day — both records, and both quadruple the numbers from mid-November.” 
From behind a paywall, Bloomberg (12/17, 3.57M) reports that Los Angeles has emerged as the US metro area 
most severely impacted by COVID-19. 

The San Francisco Chronicle (12/18, Asmiov, 2.44M) reporis as the state reported a surge in daily COVID- 
19 fatalities, “San Francisco imposed a 10-day quarantine on travelers arriving from outside the region. ... With 
the frightening trends Thursday carne hope, however, as Bay Area hospitals vaccinated hundreds of health care 
workers, and the FDA's independent advisory panel said that another vaccine, by Moderna, should be approved 
for adults.” 

Analysis Of Virus Levels in California Sewage Points To Severity Of Current COVID-19 
Surge. The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M)} reports an analysis of virus levels in Silicon Valley sewage 
treatment plants “confirms that the latest wave of coronavirus infections is sharply worse than the ones in the 
spring and summer.” Data show that “the levels of virus in recent weeks is far greater than seen in either of the 
prior two waves of the pandernic.” 


California Hospital Systems Strain Under COVID-19 Surge. 


The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M)} reports Southern California [CU bed capacity “hit 0% Thursday, and 
officiais warned that conditions in hospitals are expected to erode further if the coronavirus continues to spread 
unchecked.” Hospitals are engaging in emergency protocois “to ensure the sickest patients sill get the highest 
levels of care possible during the crisis,” but “eventually, there may be too many critically ill patients for the 
limited numbers of ICU doctors and nurses available, leading to greater chances of patients not getting the 
specialized care they need. And that can lead to increases in mortality.” 

The AP (12/17, Richer, Aniczak} reporis California hospttais “have all but run out of intensive care beds for 
COVID-19 patients, ambulances are backing up outside emergency rooms, and tents for triaging the sick are 
going up.” While hospitals across the country are facing COVD-19-related challenges, “the crisis is deepening 
with alarming speed in California. ... Intensive care unit capacity is atless than 1% in many California counties, 
and morgue space is also running out, in whai is increasingly resembiing the disaster iast spring in New York 
City.” The New York Times (12/17, Wolfe, Smith, 20.6M) also reports. 


Complaint: Hundreds Of Long Beach Police Gathered Maskless In Close Proximity At 
November Event. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Peiser, 10.52M) reports, “Nearly 300 Long Beach, Calif., police officers, uniformed 
and masked, gathered close together for a group picture on Nov. 5.” However, “an informal image from that 
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same day captured a different story — ithe officers are seen sianding side-by-side and barefaced, the Long Beach 
Post first reported earlier this month.” The department is now combatting “dozens of infections in its ranks,” and 
“two Long Beach communily groups are demanding an investigation and accusing the police chief of ‘knowingly 
and wilfully ordering 4 super spreader event.” 


Arizona Reports Nearly 6,000 New Cases Thursday. 


The Arizona Republic (12/17, 1.05M) reporis Arizona health officials “reported more than 5,800 new COVID-19 
cases and 147 new known deaths on Thursday as hospitalizations for the disease” reached record levels. “The 
number of patients hospitalized statewide for known or suspected COVID-19 cases was at 3,884 on Wednesday 
a record high, up by 75 patients from the previous record of 3,809 set on Tuesday.” The staie’s “average rate of 
new cases in the past week ranks among the highest in the nation, behind only Oklahoma, Tennessee and 
Rhode Island, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s COVID Data Tracker.” 


Analysis: COVID-19 Hitting US In Series Of Waves. 


The Atlantic (12/17, Moser, 3.53M) reports that when the first COVID-19 surge began to abate in the spring, 
“oublic-health experts were already warning of a second surge.” Through this paradigm, “the United States is in 
its third surge. Cases, hospitalizations, and deaths all peaked and then subsided first in April and again in 
August. When the current surge will peak is not yet clear.” 


COVID-19 Latest In Series Of Health Crises Faced By Marshall Islanders. 


Politico (12/17, Diamond, 6.73M) reports on the outsized impact the COVID-19 crisis is having on Marshall 
islanders living in the US, part of a diaspora of “thousands who fled the aiolls in the Pacific after U.S. nuclear 
testing riddied the islands with radiation and rendered their communities unsafe. The islanders’ experience 
during the pandemic has been a tragedy inside a tragedy, the culmination of decades-old US. policies and 
public health failures that continue to chase the Marshallese.” in fact, an “outbreak in a Marshallese community 
in Arkansas was so bad, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention this summer dispatched a team to 
specifically study it.” 


Rural Hospital Systems In Nevada Facing Strain From COVID-19 Cases. 


The AP (12/17, Metz) reports Nevada “has more coronavirus hospitalizations per capita than any other state,” 
describing “the overflow unit that one Reno hospital has set up in ls parking garage to treat patients. But far from 
the state’s population centers, rural hospitals...are also filling with patients.” Rural hospitals have had io “convert 
sleep-study rooms into intensive care units and, at times, make wrenching decisions as capacity runs low and 
patient transfers turn increasingly difficult.” 


Utah Reports Record High 30 Daily COVID-19 Deaths Thursday. 


The AP (12/17} reports health officials in Utah “reported 30 new deaths from the coronavirus Thursday, a new 
single day high that follows a monthlong surge in cases.” This figure “eclipsed the previous high of 21 deaths 
reported Nov. 24, state figures show. A total of 1,126 people have died from COVID-19 since the pandemic 
began.” 
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Nurses Say Rising COVID-19 Hospitalizations In New York Straining Staff. 


The New York Times (12/17, Closson, 20.6M) reports on COVID-19 outbreaks among hospital staff and “nurses 
and other health care workers in the state have begun to warn about the conditions in hospitals, as virus patients 
are checking in al an alarming rate.” On Wednesday, the Times adds, “more than 6,000 people were hospitalized 
and being treated for the virus.” In the earlier outbreaks, “roughly 30,000 out-of-state nurses” helped, but in the 
current situation, Gov. Andrew “Cuomo and various hospital officials in New York have said they do not expect to 
be able to rely on them again.” Meanwhile, “many nurses...say that their patient loads have now risen higher than 
in the spring.” 


COVID-19 Claims Lives Of Eight Wisconsin Nuns At Retirement Home. 


The AP (12/17, Forliti, Gash, Crawford) reports over the past week, eight nuns living in a Milwaukee-area 
retirement home “died of COVID-19 complications in the last week — including four who passed away on the 
same day ~ a grim reminder of how quickly the virus can spread in congregate living situations, even when 
precautions are taken.” The facility “had been free of the virus for the last nine months, but the congregation that 
runs the home found out on Thanksgiving Day that one of the roughly 100 sisters who live there had tested 
positive.” Also reporting are The Hill (12/17, Budryk, 5.69M) and the New York Post (12/17, Lapin, 7.45M). 


Louisiana Reports Significant Spike In COVID-19 Hospitalizations. 


The AP (12/17, Deslatie) reporis Louisiana COVID-19 hospitalizations have “reached heights exceeding the 
state’s summer surge of the coronavirus disease, a sobering statistic that mutes some of the excitement 
surrounding this week’s first virus vaccinations.” State officials “reported 1,602 patients hospitalized across the 
state with the COVID-19 disease caused by the coronavirus as the state grapples with its third surge in cases 
since the pandemic began. More than 6,800 peopie in the state have died from COVID-19 since March, 
according to state data.” 


Nevada Health Officials Warn Improving COVID-19 Trends May Be Temporary. 


The Las Vegas Review-Journal (12/17, 372K) reports the Nevada Health and Human Services Department 
“reported improvement Thursday in most of the major COVID-19 metrics it tracks, but state officials warned that 
the slowdown observed in recent days may be temporary.” The state reported 2,281 new coronavirus cases, 
marking “the smallest gain in a week.” However, “Caleb Cage, who directs the siate’s response to the pandemic, 
and Kyra Morgan, the chief state biostatistician, acknowledged that the positivity rate’s decline was the longest 
since September, but said it’s too soon to label it a trend.” 


DC Mayor Eases Christmas COVID-19 Restrictions Amid Lawsuit. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Boorstein, 10.52M) reporis Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser “issued a late- 
night order Wednesday modifying the city’s rules on worship services and other activities” during the COVID-19 
crisis. The Archdiocese of Washington has filed a lawsuit challenging the “rules prohibiting large gatherings — 
including Christmas services — during the coronavirus pandemic.” 


Florida Governor Faces Sharp Criticism Over COVID-19 Decisions. 
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CNN (42/17, 89.27M) reporis, “Warning signs about a Covid-19 spike have been flashing red in Florida this fall,” 
but “Floridians who rely on Gov. Ron DeSantis and his administration might hardly know the pandemic is still a 
serious danger.” The state’s health department hasn't issued significant public communications on the crisis, and 
Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) “has consistently downplayed the severity of the pandemic,” blocking “local governments 
from enforcing their own measures to protect residents from coronavirus, and sidelined health experis even as 
he promoted questionable science, according tio CNN interviews with more than a dozen Florida officials and 
experis.” 


Georgia Governor Says State Will Continue Paying For Extra Nursing Staff. 


The AP (12/17) reports Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) said Thursday that “Georgia will keep paying for extra 
nurses to assist hospitals, nursing homes and other health care facilities that have struggled to find staff and 
keep up with demand because of the coronavirus pandemic. The Republican governor” spoke “during a news 
conference at Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlania where Public Health Commissioner Kathleen Toomey and an 
intensive care unit nurse received a coronavirus vaccine in an attempt to demonstrate that it’s safe and 
effective.” 


Report Details Lingering COVID-19 Risks To New York Nursing Homes. 


The New York Post (12/17, Hogan, Lapin, 7.45M} reports according to a new report from the Empire Center for 
Public Policy, “New York’s coronavirus-ravaged nursing homes are still ‘acutely vulnerable” to COVID-19. 
“Between Oct. 25 and Nov. 29, nursing home residents accounted for a quarter of all COVID-19 deaths 
statewide, despite making up less than half of 1 percent of the population, the Empire Center for Public Policy 
found.” 


As Vaccine Rollout Begins, California’s Orange County Likely To Stay Locked Down For 
Another Month. 


The Orange County (CA) Register (12/17, 594K) reports that as COVID-19 vaccine doses begin to be 
administered, “the virus’s unchecked spread and nearly full hospitals mean restrictions and closures aren't likely 
to go away soon. Southern California is under a three-week stay home order, and ‘we're in week two, but Pm not 
foreseeing that we'll be able to get oui of the lockdown for {another} month at least,’ Orange County Health 
Officer Dr. Clayton Chau said Thursday, Dec. 17.” 


Michigan House Votes To Limit Duration Of State Health Department’s Emergency Powers. 


The Detroit News (12/17, 1.46M)} reports, “The Michigan House voted Thursday night to limit the emergency 
powers of the Department of Health and Human Services to 28 days, with any extensions requiring the approval 
of lawmakers.” However, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is likely to veto the measure. Whitmer’s “own emergency 
powers were overturned by a Michigan Supreme Court ruling in October. After the ruling, Robert Gordon, the 
Department of Health and Human Services director, issued similar orders, from mask mandates to indoor dining 
closures, as epidemic orders under the public health code.” 


San Bernardino County Sues California Governor Over COVID-19 Restrictions. 
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The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M} reports San Bernardino County officials have “asked the California 
Supreme Court to overturn Gov. Gavin Newsorm’s stay-at-home order, alleging overreach under the state’s 
emergency act.” The county “said in a statement that Newsom has improperly acted as both the executive and 
legisiative branch under the California Emergency Services Act since the pandemic hit nine months ago.” 


EMA Moves Forward Date Of Meeting To Assess Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (12/17, Shabong} reports the European Medicines Agency (EMA) “on Thursday set up an exceptional 
meeting for Jan. 6 to assess a marketing authorisation application for Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine.” The EMA 
“nad earlier planned to meet on Jan. 72 to review the application.” The EMA said, “Today, ahead of schedule, 
(Moderna) has submitted the last outstanding data package needed for the assessment of the application. This 
coniains information that is specific to the manufacturing of the vaccine for the EU market.” 

The AP (12/17) reports EMA Executive Director Emer Cooke said, “We have constantly revised our 
planning to further streamline all the procedural aspects thai need to be in place for a robust scientific 
assessment that leads to a marketing authorization in all EU countries. ... The number of infections is increasing 
across Europe and we are aware of the huge responsibility we have to get a vaccine to the market as quickly as 
is feasible, whilst maintaining the robustness of our scientific review.” 


Russian COVID-19 Vaccine Receives Mixed Response. 


The AP (12/17, Litvinova} reports “the Russian-made version” of the COVID-19 vaccine “has received a mixed 
response, with reports of empty Moscow clinics that offered the shot to health care workers and teachers ~ the 
first members of the public designated to receive it.” State-conirolled media and Kremlin officials “touted the 
Sputnik V vaccine as a major achievement after it was approved Aug. 11.” However, “arnong Russians, hope 
that the shot would reverse the course of the COVID-19 crisis has become mixed with wariness and skepticism, 
reflecting concerns about how it was rushed out while still in its late-stage testing io ensure its effectiveness and 
safety.” 


Putin Unsure About Taking COVID-19 Vaccine Due To Lack Of Testing In His Age Group. 


The Hill (12/47, Choi, 5.69M)} reports “Russian President Viadimir Putin, 68, said Thursday he is unsure about 
taking the coronavirus vaccine himself, citing the lack of testing done on those in his age group.” He “made the 
remarks during a press conference, Bloornberg reports, as production of Russia’s vaccine, Sputnik V, has been 
stalled due to lack of equipment.” Putin said, “lll do if as soon as if becomes possible.” 


Opinion: Legacies Of Tuskegee Syphilis Study, COVID-19 Remind Us To Listen To Patients 
Reluctant About Medical Treatment. 


In an opinion piece for CNN (12/17, 89.21M), Tina Sacks, assistant professor at UC Berkeley's School of Social 
Welfare, writes that “many Black Americans have expressed reluciance to take the” COVID-19 “vaccine, a 
wariness some attribute to the enduring legacy of the egregious Tuskegee syphilis study.” Sacks asseris that 
“the legacies of Tuskegee and Covid-79 are intertwined.” For example, “both expose the depth of structural 
discrimination in the United States,” and “remind us io listen and hear patients when they express distrust or 
reluctance about medical treatmeni.” Sacks writes, “We must...ensure people are allowed to ask questions io 
make informed and uncoerced decisions about their health care.” 
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Trusted Messengers Could Boost COVID-19 Vaccination Efforts Among Communities Hit 
Hard By COVID-19, Surveys Show. 


Kaiser Health News (12/17, Eldred} reports public health officials “need to persuade people who are part of 
communities that have been hit hard by” COVID-19 “-- those in low-income families and some minority 
populations, especially Black and Latino residents — to take a vaccine developed in less than a year and 
approved under ernergency use authorization.” Older Americans “said they would like recommendations from 
doctors, health officials, or family and friends — people they trust, according to” a University of Michigan poll. 
Black people “are twice as likely to trust Black messengers versus white messengers,” another survey showed. 


Some Healthcare Workers, First Responders Reluctant To Take COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Bloomberg (12/17, Singh, Goidman, LaVito, 3.57M) reports “some nurses and emergency-response workers 
have expressed reluctance fo take the new coronavirus vaccine, a reflection of unease that U_S. officials hope to 
overcome as they ramp up the nationwide immunization effort.” Public health officials “say peopie’s concerns 
have eased...but this week’s launch of vaccinations made it clear that some health-care workers and first 
responders remain unwilling to get the shot.” Although “there are always vaccine detractors, hesitance among 
members of the medical community could deter the general public from getting it despite the safety recard and 
more than 90% efficacy rate of the initial vaccines.” 


Commentary Urges Americans To Get Vaccinated Following FDA Panel’s Recommendation 
To Grant EUA For Moderna’s Vaccine. 


in an opinion piece for Fox News (12/17, 23.99M), Sally Pipes, President, CEO, and Thomas W. Smith Fellow in 
Health Care Policy at the Pacific Research Institute, writes that “the vote Thursday by a U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration advisory panel to recommend an emergency use authorization for Moderna’s coronavirus vaccine 
is an important and welcome step in our battle fo end the COVID-19 pandemic.” Pipes says it is “an indisputable 
scientific fact that vaccines are among the most effective ~ and safe ~ treaiments ever devised by medical 
science. Widespread dissemination of COVID-19 vaccines is the fastest route to the pre-pandemic normal we all 
desire.” Pipes concludes, “Americans need to set aside any misgivings they might have and get vaccinated.” 


J&J Has Fully Enrolled Participants For First Late-Stage Trial Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (12/17, Francis) reports “Johnson & Johnson said on Thursday it has fully enrolled participants for the 
first late-stage trial of lis COVID-19 single-dose vaccine candidaie.” The study “has enrolled about 45,000 
participants and is being conducted by its unit Janssen, J&J said...in a statement, adding that it expects interim 
data from the trial by the end of January 2027.” 


BioNTech Chief Medical Officer Said Company’s Choice To Move To Battling COVID-19 
Happened Over Breakfast. 

The AP (12/17, Jordans) reports “the doctor who led development of the first COVID-19 vaccine authorized in the 
United States, Britain and elsewhere said her company’s decision to shift from cancer research to battling the 
coronavirus happened over breakfast as the possibility of a pandemic was starting to seem likely.” BloNTech 
Chief Medical Officer Oziem Tureci said, “] can remember the precise day, Jan. 24, when we made the decision 
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at the breakfast table.” During “a video call with German Chancellor Angela Merkel and other officials, Tureci 
recounted how her husband and business partner, Ugur Sahin, predicted that the outbreak...in the Chinese city 
of Wuhan had all the ingredients for a global pandemic.” She said, “He alerted all of us and made us...pivot from 
cancer therapy to this program and divert our resources to developing a vaccine.” 


COVID-19 Vaccinations Arrive At Long-Term Care Facilities In Some States. 


The New York Times (12/17, Robles, MacFarquhar, Jordan, 20.6M) reports “an early round of [COVID-19] 
vaccinations is getting underway this week” in long-ierm care facilities “in a handful of states.” The first COVID- 
19 “vaccinations are starting just as conditions in long-term care facilities have deteriorated anew, with nearly 
20,000 cases and an estimated 5,000 deaths per week, according to the American Health Care Association and 
National Center for Assisted Living.” During interviews, “nursing home administrators said they were unsure 
whether the number of residents who agree to be inoculated would mirror the number in the general population, 
or whether firsthand experience of the tragic losses would make both residents and staff members more inclined 
to take the vaccine.” 


Government, Drugmakers Working Together To Create Network Of Detection Systems, 
Monitoring Devices Amid Vaccine Rollout. 


TIME (12/17, Hennigan, Park, 18.1M) reporis “shipping COVID-19 vaccine is a daunting challenge, not only 
because of the logistics involved in distributing millions of small glass vials to each corner of the country, but also 
because the doses must be kept frozen at far below normal freezer temperaiures for the entire trip.” In order “to 
ensure safe delivery, the U.S. government, drug makers and delivery companies have had to work together to 
develop a network of monitoring devices and detection sysiems.” Every box comes “with a GPS beacon, a 
temperature monitor and a barcode that’s scanned upon receipt. [If the doses deviate from their target destination 
in each of the 41,689 US. zip codes, or if the vials get too hot or cold, officials at the companies and the 
government are immediately alerted to the problem.” IHS is mentioned by TIME. 


Rite Aid Teaming Up With CDC To Administer COVID-19 Vaccines. 


Fox Business (12/17, Garber, 3.06M) reports “Rite Aid Corp. is partnering with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in helping administer COVID-19 vaccines.” Rite Aid CEO Heyward Donigan said, “We have 
administered over one million COVID-19 tesis and will be partnering with the CDC to help administer COVID-19 
vaccines in our communities.” 


Some Americans Say They Plan To Wait To Get Coronavirus Vaccine; Experts Say That Is 
Not Necessary. 


USA Today (12/17, Rodriguez, 12.7M) reports, “Beverly Askey doesn’t want to get the COVID-19 vaccine right 
away,” and many Americans “think like Askey.” An ABC News/Ipsos poil “released Monday found more than 
eight in 10 Americans would receive the COVID-19 vaccine, but 44% said they would wait a bit before getting it.” 
Experts “say that while it’s understandable to be hesitant of a new vaccine, physicians...say patients don’t need 
to wait.” 
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COVID-19 Vaccines Reportedly Being Distributed Under “Unprecedented” Security 
Measures. 


The Hill (12/17, Wilson, 5.68M) reporis, “Hospitals and health care systems are taking unprecedented steps to 
safeguard” COVID-19 vaccines due to “concerns over security and the potential for black markets,” as well as a 
requirement by Operation Warp Speed “to develop a security plan.” There are “extra security personnel and 
constantly running cameras” in and around the “storage units, where the locks have been upgraded.” Amid all 
this, “the United States is still grappling with ways to keep track of everyone who receives a vaccine.” 


Professors Call FDA’s Staffing Of Review Of Pfizer/BioNTech Vaccine Inadequate. 


in a piece for STAT (12/17, 262K), Peter Doshi, associate professor of pharmaceutical health services research 
at the University of Maryiand School of Pharmacy, and Matthew Herder, associate professor of pharmacology in 
the faculty of medicine at Dalhousie University, write, “In what is arguably the most important decision the’ FDA 
“nas made this year -— its emergency use authorization of the Pfizer/BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine — the agency 
apparenily assigned only a single reviewer in each of two key scientific disciplines...to do the work in three weeks 
that usually takes months to do.” The authors find fault with this staffing decision, pointing out that “without 
additional reviewers it is hard to comprehend how the work of several months could be squeezed into a matter of 
22 days (including Saturdays and Sundays).” In their view, “by assigning only one clinical, one statistical, and 
one toxicology scientist to review the...vaccine, ii seems that discussion, let alone disagreement, was curtailed 
by design.” 


Confusion Reigns Over Issue Of Consent In Nursing Home Vaccinations. 


The New York Times (12/17, 20.6M)} reports, “There remains widespread confusion about a key element of the 
pian to protect some of the most vulnerable Americans against the coronavirus, report Rebecca Robbins and 
Jessica Silver-Greenberg for The New York Times: how nursing homes will get consent to vaccinate residents 
who aren't able to make their own medical decisions.” Some states “are starting vaccinations in their nursing 
homes this week, but a broader nationwide effort will start in earnest on Monday as CVS and Walgreens 
employees begin to arrive at tens of thousands of nursing homes and assisted-living facilities to vaccinate staff 
and residents.” A CVS executive “said such residents’ legal representatives will be able to provide consent to 
nursing homes electronically or over the phone, but officials at multiple large nursing home chains said they were 
not aware of that.” 


Pfizer To Seek Approval Of COVID-19 Vaccine In Japan. 


Reuters (12/17, Lies, Nadeem) reports that drugmaker Pfizer “will request for an approval of its COVID-19 
vaccine in Japan on Friday, Kyodo News reporied, citing sources familiar with the move.” The Japanese 
government “has a supply deal with Pfizer for 120 million vaccine doses.” The US and Britain “have already 
begun administering the vaccine made by Pfizer and German partner BioNTech.” 


SEC Sues Decision Diagnostics Corp For Allegedly Misleading Investors On COVID-19 
Tests. 


GADB0000001686 


Reuters (12/17) reports that the SEC “sued Decision Diagnostics Corp and its chief executive for allegedly 
misleading investors by promising the biotechnology company could test for COVID-19 with a finger-prick of 
blood and provide accurate results in less than one minute.” 


Vice President Expected To Receive Coronavirus Vaccine On Camera Friday Morning. 


The New York Times (12/17, Karni, 20.6M) reporis, “At 8 a.m. on Friday, Vice President Mike Pence will roll up 

his sleeve to receive the coronavirus vaccine, a televised symbol of reassurance for vaccine skeptics worried 

about its dangers.” Joe Biden ‘is scheduled to receive his injection on camera next week.” However, “notably 

absent from any planned public proceedings is President Trump, who has said relatively little about the vaccine 

that may be seen as a singular achievernent and has made it clear that he is not scheduled to take it himself.” 
The Daily Caller (12/17, Datoc, 375K} also reporis. 


lowa To Get Fewer Vaccine Doses Than Promised, Moves Ahead With Relaxing 
Restrictions. 


The AP (12/17) reports, “It's unclear why lowa will receive fewer doses of coronavirus vaccine than initially 
promised by the federal government, but the state is moving ahead with plans to relax restrictions beginning 
Thursday even while reporling nearly 100 additional deaths.” The lowa Department of Public Health “released a 
statement Wednesday evening saying the state’s allocation would be reduced by up to 30%.” The agency “didn’t 
explain why the allocation would be smaller, and state officials didn’t respond to a question Thursday about the 
matter.” 


Michigan To Receive Fewer Doses Of Pfizer Vaccine Next Week Than State Received This 
Week, State Officials Say. 


The Detroit News (12/17, Bouffard, 1.16M) reports, “Michigan's allotment of Pfizer Inc.’s COVID-19 vaccine will 
be smaller next week than this week’s initial shipments, according to the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services.” The state “was told by the U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Services that it would 
initially receive 84,875 doses of the vaccine manufactured in the Kalamazoo area.” State officials “learned in a 
phone call late Wednesday that the state will get 60,000 doses next week, said Lynn Sutfin, a spokeswoman for 
the Michigan Depariment of Health and Human Services.” 

The Detroit Free Press (12/17, Baldas, 2.16M) also reports. 


Oregon To Get Fewer Doses Of Pfizer Vaccine Than Planned Next Week, State Health 
Officials Say. 


The AP (12/17) reports that Oregon “will receive fewer doses of the COVID-19 vaccine than expected next week, 
state health officials said.” KOIN “reports that officials expected to receive 40,950 doses of the Pfizer vaccine 
next week from the federal government, but will now only receive 25,350 doses.” Federal officials “have told 
other states to expect fewer doses...in next week’s shipments as well.” 


Washington Governor Says State To Receive 40% Fewer Vaccine Doses Than Expected 
Next Week. 
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The AP (12/17) reports that Gov. Jay inslee (D) “says Washington’s allocation of the COVID-19 vaccine will be 
cut by 40% next week — and other states are also seeing reductions.” In a tweet Thursday, Insiee “said the 
Centers for Disease Control told Washington about the reduced shipments.” Inslee wrote, “This is disruptive and 
frustrating. We need accurate, predictable numbers to plan and ensure on-the-ground success. No explanation 
was given.” 


Texas Governor Vows “No More Shutdowns” As Hospitalizations Continue To Rise In State. 


The Austin (TX) American Statesman (12/17, Cobler, Subscription Publication, 261K) reports that Gov. Greg 
Abbott (R) “again vowed Thursday he will not order new business closures as coronavirus hospitalizations 
continue to rise statewide, instead touting improved treairents and the arrival of the coronavirus vaccine in 
Texas.” He said, “The fact of the matter is that it’s time to put behind us shutdowns. No more shuidowns. We 
need to focus on opening up businesses.” The governors news conference, “his first in a month, comes days 
after the first vaccines arrived at health care facilities in Austin, Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas.” 

The AP (12/17) reports Abbott said that “more than 1 million Texans are expected to be vaccinated for 
COVID-19 by the end of the month as part of the largest vaccination campaign in U.S. history.” Texas “had 
received about 95,000 doses of Pfizer's vaccine through Wednesday with another 129,000 doses to be delivered 
Thursday, Abbott said.” 

KHOU-TV Houston (12/17, Alexander, 340K) also reports. 


Tennessee Governor Touts Vaccine Distribution, But Says Residents Need To Remain 
Vigilant. 


CNN (12/17, Burnside, 89.21M) reports, “As the state prepares to administer its first shipment of Covid-19 
vaccines, Tennessee Governor Bill Lee is urging ail residents io be vigilant and to continue acting responsibly 
during this pandemic.” While the authorization of vaccines “is a turning point in this pandemic, the sobering 
reality is that Tennesseans are getting sicker, Lee told reporters Thursday.” Decisions people “made over the 
Thanksgiving holiday [are] having a severe reality on the hospital system across the state, Lee said.” 


Juneau Extends Mask Requirement For At Least Six More Months. 


The AP (12/17) reports, “A mask mandate in Juneau has been exiended for at least six more months.” The 
ordinance “passed by the City and Borough of Juneau Assembly on Monday upholds the requirement for masks 
to be worn in all indoor public settings and outdoors when within six feet (1.8 meters} of other people.” Alaska “is 
one of 12 states as of Wednesday withoui a statewide mask mandate.” 


Opinion: States Need To Deliver Coronavirus Vaccine To At-Risk Elders Living At Home. 


in an article for Forbes (12/17, 10.33M), contributor Howard Gleckman writes, “The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) has put residents and staff of nursing homes and assisted living facilities near the top of 
the list for receiving a covid-19 vaccine. That is the right call. But public health officials should not forget about 
the millions of frail older adults living at home who are al risk of dying from covid-19. And as it stands today, they 
may have to wait months for the vaccine. That delay could result in many needless deaths.” Gleckman writes, “IH 
likely will be surnmer before vaccines are widely available, so the states will have to ration. But as they do, they 
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should remember the millions of people who are al high risk of severe illness or death from the virus, but who are 
living at horne.” 


Tennessee Only State To Set Aside Portion Of Coronavirus Vaccine Shipment As Reserve. 


The AP (12/17, Kruesi) reporis, “As states rush to inoculate health care workers on the front lines of the 
coronavirus pandemic, only Tennessee has prioritized building its own emergency reserve of the coveted 
vaccine.” An Associated Press “review of each state’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution plans shows that 
Tennessee alone has specified it will hold back a smail portion in ‘case of spoilage of vaccine shipped to 
facilities.” The state’s “initial shipment of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine that arrived Monday was not distributed for 
inoculation, so health care workers had to wait until the second shipment arrived days later.” 


Oklahoma Governor Moves Teachers Higher On Priority List For Coronavirus Vaccine. 


The AP (12/17) reports that school teachers in Oklahoma “have been moved to a higher priority on the list of 
those eligible to receive the coronavirus vaccine, Gov. Kevin Stitt said Thursday.” Stitt said, “I’ve directed the 
state department of health to move K-12 teachers and support staff who interact with students up to phase two of 
our vaccine distribution plan.” Stitt “said the change helps accomplish his goal of returning all of the state’s 
schools to in-person classes in January, following the Christmas holiday break.” 


Memphis Physician Warns Tennessee Is One Of Worst Regions For COVID-19 
Transmission. 


Newsweek (12/17, Smith, 2.67M) reports that the state of Tennessee “is one of the worst regions nationwide for 
COVID transmission, an infectious disease specialist in Memphis has warned.” Dr. Steve Threlkeld, “who works 
at the Baptist Hospital in the city, has said cases of coronavirus will continue to rise if no changes are made, 
putting intense pressure on hospital services.” Tennessee “ranked second for daily cases per 100,000 people 
over the past week, according to data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Wednesday.” 


DC Healthcare Workers, First Responders Get Coronavirus Vaccine. 


The Washington Times (12/17, Zantow, 626K) reports that District of Columbia officials “highlighted the city’s 
coronavirus vaccination program Thursday by publicly inoculating front-line first responders and health care 
workers at Kaiser Permanente Capitol Hill Medical Center.” Dr. LaQuandra Nesbitt, “director of the D.C. 
Department of Health, was the first to receive the shot, followed by six others including a nurse, iwo doctors and 
members of the Fire and EMS Department.” 


Colorado Unveils Program Giving Restaurants, Other Businesses Way To Loosen Vaccine 
Restrictions. 


The Denver Post (12/17, Nicholson, SSOK) reports that Colorado public health officials this week “unveiled a new 
program to let participating counties offer restaurants and other businesses a path to expand their capacities 
beyond the limits set by their county’s color level on the COVID-19 restriction dial.” The “new 5 Star State 
Cerlification Program ‘requires businesses certified through the program to implement safety measures beyond 
what is already required by public health orders and guidelines,’ according to a Colorado Department of Public 
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Health and Environment news release.” Officials said, “Depending on the county’s level and metrics, certified 
businesses may be eligible for less-restrictive capacity caps.” 


San Francisco To Mandate Quarantine For Anyone Arriving From Outside Bay Area. 


Fox News (12/17, Farber, 23.99M) reports, “A surge in cases of the novel coronavirus prompted San Francisco 
officials on Thursday to mandate that anyone traveling to the city from outside the Bay Area...quarantine for a 
period of time.” The 10-day quarantine “will apply to anyone ‘traveling, moving, or returning to San Francisco 
from anywhere outside the Bay Area,’ according to city officials.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle (12/17, Allday, 2.44M) and the Los Angeles Times (12/17, Dolan, 3.37M) also 
report. 


Judge Rules New York City Mayor Must Hand Over Documents Related To Handling Of 
Pandemic. 


The New York Post (12/17, Campanile, 7.45M) reports that New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) “must comply 
with a probe into the city’s response to the coronavirus pandemic, a judge ruled Thursday.” Manhattan state 
Supreme Court Justice Lyle Frank “said Comptroller and 2021 mayoral candidate Scott Stringer has broad 
authority under the law to request documents and compel testimony from City Hall and agencies to analyze the 
city’s handling of the pandemic.” Stringer “filed the lawsuit after accusing City Hall of stonewalling over 
documents, including requests via subpoena, related to his investigation.” 


Maryland Governor Orders Those Traveling To, From State To Test Negative For COVID-19 
Or Quarantine. 


The Hill (12/77, 5.69M) reports that Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) “is requiring residents who travel out of state 
to get tested for COVID-19 or quarantine.” Hogan “announced an emergency order during a press conference 
Thursday, which limits travel for essential purposes.” Those “who do travel to and from the state have to obtain a 
negative COVID-19 test result or self-quarantine for 10 days.” 

The AP (12/17, Witte) reports Hogan “urged state residents to stay home for the holidays fo help stop the 
spread of COVID-19, and aiso announced a new $180 million relief package to help businesses and people 
affected by the pandemic.” 

The Washington Post (12/17, Schneider, Wiggins, Zauzmer, 10.52M), the Washington Times (12/17, 
zantow, 626K), and the Baltimore Sun (12/17, Knezevich, 629K) also report. 


Study: Pandemic Restrictions Cost 500,000 California Workers Their Jobs. 


The Orange County (CA) Register (12/17, Lansner, 594K) reports, “A Chapman University study says California 
would have had roughly one-third fewer job losses this year if its pandemic restrictions had been more 
accommodating to the business community.” The study “also says the state’s strict business limitation saved 
6,600 lives.” Chapman's researchers “found the state mandates designed io curb the coronavirus cost 500,000 
more workers their jobs.” 


Nevada Official Tells Panel State Expects To See New COVID-19 Surge Over Holidays. 
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The AP (12/17) reports, “With deaths and hospitalizations aiiributed to the spread of COVID-19 during 
Thanksgiving gatherings appearing to level off in Nevada, officials said Thursday they expect new surges in 
reported cases following the Christmas and New Year’s holidays.” Kyra Morgan, “chief state biostatistician, told 
the COVID-19 Mitigation and Management Task Force during a weekly update: ‘It’s a little bit too early to 
conclude thal we're approaching any kind of a plateau. As Christmas approaches and New Year’s approaches 
we do anticipate...significant impact on our cases.” 


Some Wyoming Bars Are Ignoring Statewide Mandate To Close Earlier. 


The AP (42/17) reports that some bars in northwestern Wyoming “are defying a statewide public health order to 
close earlier than usual to discourage spread of the coronavirus.” Public health orders “announced by Gov. Mark 
Gordon on Dec. 7 require bars and restaurants to close from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. through at least Jan. 8." The goal 
“is to discourage people from gathering in situations that make virus spread more likely while stopping short of 
closing bars and restaurants completely.” 


California Panel Discusses Putting First Responders, Teachers, Farmworkers Next In Line 
For Vaccine. 


The Los Angeles Times (42/17, Money, Lin, 3.37M) reporis that Califormia’s “first responders, farmworkers and 
educators would be among those next in line to be vaccinated against COVID-19 under recommendations that a 
state advisory committee discussed this week.” Should that quidance “eventually be put into effect, those 
workers — as well as others in the broadly defined fields of education and childcare, emergency services, and 
food and agriculture — would be prioritized within the second major stage of the state’s wider vaccination push.” 
Though California’s vaccine rollout “plans continue to be defined, Wednesday’s meeting of the state Community 
Vaccine Advisory Committee provided a window into how the process may play out in the weeks to come.” 


Michigan Lawmakers Reinstate Moratorium On Water Shutoffs Through March. 


The AP (12/17, Eggert) reports that Michigan lawmakers “voted Thursday to prohibit water shutoffs across the 
state through March, reinstating a moratorium that was upended by a court ruling.” The bill, “which received final 
approval 96-9 in the House, will be signed by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.” It “was among a number of pandemic- 
related measures approved by legislators as they worked to conclude their work before adjourning for the year.” 
MLive (MI) (12/17, Dodge, 828K) reports the Senate bill “would also require public water suppliers to strive 
to determine which households lack water service and make best efforts to restore it.” 
The Hill (12/17, Bowden, 5.69M) also reporis. 


Supreme Court Denies Christian School’s Request To Be Exempt From School Closures 
Amid Pandemic. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Barnes, 10.52M) reports thai the Supreme Court on Thursday “denied a Kentucky 
Christian acaderny’s plea that it should be exempt from the governor's order requiring all K-12 institutions to 
temporarily cease in-person classes because of rising coronavirus cases.” Danville Christian Academy, “joined 
by Kentucky's attorney general, said ii should not be compared to other schools, bul fo businesses that have 
been allowed to remain open with reduced capacities, and doing otherwise was a violation of religious rights.” 
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But the court, “in an unsigned order, noted that schools are about to begin their holiday breaks, and Gov. Andy 
Beshear’s mandaie expires before schools reopen Jan. 4.” 

The New York Times (12/17, Liptak, 20.6M) reports the court's brief “added that the challengers had not 
squarely confronted an important distinction. ‘The order applies equally to secular schools and religious schools, 
but the applicants argue that the order treats schools (including religious schools} worse than restaurants, bars 
and gyms, for example, which remain open,’ the opinion said.” The opinion continued, “Under all of the 
circumstances, especially the timing and the impending expiration of the order...we deny the application without 
prejudice to the applicants or other parties seeking a new preliminary injunction if the governor issues a school- 
closing order that applies in the new year.” 

The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Bravin, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) and USA Today (12/17, Wolf, 
12.7M) also report. 


Spain’s Parliament Approves Bill To Allow Physician-Assisted Suicide For Long-Suffering 
Patients Of Incurable Diseases. 


The AP (12/17) reports, “Spain's parliament voled Thursday to approve a bill that will allow physician-assisted 
suicide and euthanasia for long-suffering patients of incurable diseases or unbearable permanent conditions.” 
The bill now moves to “the Senate where itis also expected to pass.” Based on the language “of the law 
approved by the lower house, it won't go into effect until three months after being published in the government 
gazette.” 


Opinion: Family Planning, Basic Health Services Investments Needed To Prevent Maternal 
Deaths Around Globe. 


in an op-ed for the Los Angeles Times (12/17, Lomborg, 3.37M)}, Biorn Lomborg, president of the Copenhagen 
Consensus and a visiting fellow at the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, argues that his group’s “new 
research uses cost-benefit analysis to determine which policies would be most cost-effective at preventing 
maternal and newborn death during childbirth.” Two such “interventions stood out as the best investments for 
new spending,” namely, “family planning and what is known as basic emergency obsieiric and newborn care.” 


UN Secretary-General Warns Against “Vaccinationalism” Amid Pandemic. 


The Hill (12/17, Williams, 5.69M) reports “U.N. Secretary-General Anioénio Guterres warned against 
‘yaccinationalism’ on Thursday as countries race to inoculate their populations against COVID-19." He “made the 
remark at a joint press conference with German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, as he was discussing the World 
Health Organization’s COVAX program, which aims to deliver coronavirus vaccines to developing countries.” 
Guterres said, “tis not with vaccinationalism that we are going to defeat COVID-19. ... It is with international 
cooperation.” 


Oxford’s COVID-19 Vaccine Has Strong Immune Response Under Two Full-Dose Regime, 
Early Trials Find. 
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Reuters (12/17, Smout, Weir) reports “Oxford University’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate has a better immune 
response when a two full-dose regime is used rather than a full-dose followed by a half-dose booster, the 
university said on Thursday, citing data from early trials.” The vaccine developers “have already published later 
stage trial results showing higher efficacy when a half dose is followed by a full dose, compared to a two full- 
dose regime.” The new “details from the Phase | and 2 clinical trials released on Thursday made no reference to 
the half-dose/full-dose regime, which Oxford has said had been ‘unplanned’ bul approved by regulators.” 


EU Plans To Begin Administering COVID-19 Vaccines As Early As December 27. 


The Wall Street Journal (12/77, Hinshaw, Kalin, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} reporis the EU plans to begin 
administering COVID-19 vaccines as early as December 27, just days after its expected decision on 
authorization of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 


New Zealand Offers Neighboring Nations Free COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Hill (12/17, Deese, 5.69M) reports New Zealand “announced Thursday that it would provide free COVID-19 
vaccines to its population of 5 million, plus additional free vaccines to neighboring nations.” The announcement 
“came as government officials also said the country had purchased vaccines from two major developers, 
AstraZeneca and Novavax, NPR reported.” New Zealand “said it would support sending free vaccines to 
Tokelau, Cook Islands, Niue, Sarnoa, Tonga and Tuvalu if they request them.” 


Germany Faces Worsening Coronavirus Situation Each Week. 


The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that in Germany daily coronavirus 
infections and deaths are exceeding records every week which is increasing pressure on the couniry’s health 
system and forcing government leaders to impose a harder lockdown. 


Sweden’s King Criticizes Country’s Approach To COVID-19. 


Bloomberg (12/17, Daly, Lindeberg, Rolander, 3.57M) reports that Sweden’s monarch King Carl XV1 Gustaf said 
the country’s COVID-19 approach has failed, laying the blame on “the chief architect of Sweden’s strategy, 
Anders Tegnell, iis state epidemiciagist.” Similarly, “Prime Minister Stefan Lofven also voiced his displeasure.” 
He said, “The King observes, as we and many others have, that the fact that so many people have died cannot 
be seen as anything else than a failure.” Still, “Tegnell has continued to defend Sweden’s overall strategy of 
avoiding lockdowns.” Tegnell “also argues that there’s no real evidence that face masks work, and Swedes are 
among the only people left going about their daily lives largely mask-free, with shops, restaurants and gyms ail 
still open.” 

Also reporting are the AP (12/17, Olsen), The Hill (12/17, 5.69M), and Newsweek (12/17, 2.67). 


Netherlands To Start Administering Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine Next Month After Likely EU 
Approval. 


The AP (12/17) reports, “The Butch health minister said Thursday that coronavirus vaccinations using the Pfizer- 
BioNTech shots will stari Jan. 8 if the European Union’s medicines agency approves it for use next week.” 


Eastern Europe Faces Threat Of Air Pollution In Addition To COVID-19 Challenges. 
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The AP (12/17, Emric) reports, “With the arrival of cold and foggy winter weaiher amid the pandemic, easier 
Europe is facing an extra respiratory health hazard — air pollution.” The UN “has wamed in previous years thai 
people in all major cilles across the Western Balkans face alarming levels of air pollution that are reducing their 
life expectancies,” but “this year, the problem is coupled with the soaring COVID-19 infections.” 


Experts Recommend Elderly, Nursing Home Staff And Residents, Medics Should Be First 
To Receive COVID-19 Vaccine In Germany. 


The AP (12/17, Jordans) reports, “An independent expert team on Thursday recommended that people over age 
80, residents and staff in nursing homes, and medics at high risk of exposing themselves or others to COVID-79 
should be the first in Germany to get the coronavirus vaccine.” This “recommendation, which is likely to form the 
basis of an official decree Friday, comes as Germany grapples with a growing number of new cases and deaths 
from the coronavirus.” 


Large Swaths Of Southern England To Be Placed Under UK’s Strictest Lockdown Measures. 


The AP (12/17, Hui) reports, “Large parts of southern England will be placed under the country’s strictest 
coronavirus restrictions from this weekend, Britain’s health secretary said Thursday, as infections and hospital 
admissions continue to surge in those areas.” 

Reuters (12/17, James, Piper) also reports. 


Macron In Quarantine After Testing Positive For COVID-19. 


Reuters (12/17, Pineau) reports that French President Emmanuel Macron “tested positive for the coronavirus on 
Thursday, prompting a track-and-trace effort across Europe following numerous meetings between the French 
leader and EU heads of government in recent days.” According to Reuters, “An Elysee official described Macron 
as tired and having a cough, and said that it was not excluded that he be moved to a presidential retreat close to 
the Palace of Versailles to rest.” Reuters says Macron “will cancel all upcoming trips including a Dec. 22 visit to 
Lebanon where he has led international efforts to resolve a deep-rooted political crisis.” 

The AP (12/17) reports that “the French and Spanish prime ministers and the EU Council president were 
among many top officials self-isolating because they had recent contact with” Macron. The AP adds that 
Macron’s wife, Brigitle, 67, “tested negative on Thursday. She has no symptoms and will self-isolate as a 
precaution, her office said.” The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Bisserbe, Subscription Publication, 8.47M), the 
Washington Post (12/17, Birmbaum, 10.52M), and Politico Europe (12/17, 15K) provide details on Macron’s 
diagnosis. 


Mexico’s Government Floats Idea Of Purchasing Fewer COVID-19 Vaccine Doses From 
CanSino Biologics Than Previously Announced. 


Reuters (12/17, Cortes Fernandez, Barrera, Garrison) reports that “the Mexican government on Thursday floated 
the possibility that it will purchase far fewer COVID-19 vaccine doses from CanSino Biologics Inc than the 35 
millon doses announced last week by the country’s foreign minister.” Mexico's “Deputy Health Minister Hugo 
Lopez-Gatell, the government's most prominent pandemic-response official, told W Radio thai the amount of 
vaccines Mexico airs to buy from Chinese drugmaker CanSino ts between 10 million and 35 million doses.” He 


GADB0000001686 


“aiso noted that the government is close io signing a separate vaccine contract with Johnson & Johnson’s 
Janssen unit for a potential 22 million doses.” 


Pfizer Facing Difficulty With Brazil Drug Regulator’s COVID-19 Vaccine Requirements. 


Reuters (12/17, Fonseca} reports, “Pfizer is encountering difficully in registering its COVID-19 vaccine for 
emergency use in Brazil due to the level of detail required by the regulator, Health Minister Eduardo Pazuello 
said on Thursday.” Pazuello’s “comments could raise tensions with Pfizer, whose vaccine is already being used 
in Britain and the United States.” The comments “will also fuel concerns from critics who argue that Brazil’s 
vaccine rollout is progressing too slowly, just as the virus roars back to life.” 


Australian States, Territories Impose Border Restrictions As Sydney COVID-19 Cluster 
Increases. 


Reuters (12/17, Packham, Jose) reporis, “Australian states and territories on Friday begun imposing border 
restrictions after 28 COVID-19 cases were detected from a cluster on Sydney's northern beaches, with fears the 
number of infections will rise.” 


Second Coronavirus Wave Hits West, Central Africa As Weather Cools Down. 


Reuters (12/17, Lorgerie, McAllister) reporis, “A second wave of coronavirus infections is hitting West and 
Central Africa, and experts are warning it could be worse than the first as cooler weather descends on a4 region 
where most countries cannot afford a vaccine.” 


Cargill Closing Ontario Beef Processing Plant Due To COVID-19 Outbreak Among Workers. 


Reuters (12/17, Nickel} reports, “Cargill Inc will begin to temporarily close its Guelph, Ontario beef processing 
plant on Thursday because of an outbreak of COVID-19 infections among workers, the company and a public 
health organization said.” 


All Brazilians Must Get COVID-19 Vaccine Or Else Lose Access To Public Spaces, Top 
Court Rules. 


Bloomberg (12/17, Preissier iglesias, 3.57M) reports, “All Brazilians are required to be vaccinated against Covid- 
19 under the penalty of being banned from certain public activities and spaces, the country’s top court has 
decided.” Altogether, 10 “justices of the 11-member court backed the mandatory inoculation with only one vote 
against in a virtual session held Thursday.” The decision “is a blow to President Jair Bolsonaro, who has said he 
won't get a vaccine and nobody should be forced to.” 


Africa Not Likely To See COVID-19 Vaccine Campaigns Until April, Officials Warn. 


The Washington Post (12/16, Paquette, Bearak, 10.52M)} reports that COVID-19 vaccine “distribution campaigns 
across Africa are noi likely to begin until April, the head of the Africa Centers for Disease Conirol and Prevention 
estimated.” Even at that time, “far fewer doses will be sent to African countries than are being shipped to the 
United States and Europe.” li seems that “most of Africa’s 54 nations stand to benefit from the COVID-19 
Vaccines Global Assess Facility, or COVAX, the World Health Organization-backed program set to divide a 
billion doses across 92 low- and middle-income countries next year.” However, “$5 billion more is needed to 


GADB0000001686 


cover vulnerable residents in target nations by the end of 2021, according to Gavi, the alliance raising funds for 
Covax.” 
Reuters (12/17, Mohammed) also reports. 


Azar Wants “More Visibility” Into Pfizer’s Manufacturing Process For Its COVID-19 Vaccine. 


CNBC (12/17, Lovelace, 7.34M) reports that on Thursday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar said “he'd like ‘more 
visibility’ into the manufacturing of Pfizer's coronavirus vaccine, adding the U.S. drugmaker has kept the federal 
government at ‘arm’s length’ throughout the process.” Contrary to “other drugmakers, Pfizer did not accept 
federal funding to help develop or manufacture its vaccine.” The company “has a deal with the U_S. to supply 100 
million doses of its vaccine as part of Operation Warp Speed.” Azar stated, “They are part of Operation Warp 
Speed, but...i's a different relationship’ from the government's deals with Moderna and other pharmaceutical 
companies that took federal funding.” He added, “We contract, give [Pfizer] a guaranteed purchase, that allows 
them to make capital investments, have a predictable purchaser, but we don’t have complete visibility into their 
manufacturing because they have kept that a bit more arm’s length.” 

Fox News (12/17, Rivas, 23.99) reports that Azar outlined “some ‘hiccups’ that have cropped up during 
distribution of Pfizer's recently approved COVID-19 vaccine.” He “reiterated comments that the complexity with 
Plizer’s coronavirus vaccine does not lie in the subfreezing storage requirements.” Azar “said hospitals are well 
equipped to manage the storage requirernents to keep up with the vaccines’ cold chain.” 

CNBC’s Squawk Box (12/17, 104K} carried the interview. Reuters (12/17, Heavey} also covers the story. 


Azar Informs HHS Staff That His Wife Has Tested Positive For COVID-19. 


Politico (12/17, Diamond, 6.73M)} reporis that on Thursday night, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “informed staff that 
his wife, Jennifer, tested positive for Covid-19, according to an email shared by HHS.” The email stated, “Today, 
my family learned that my wife Jennifer has tested positive for Covid-19." Azar “added that his wife ‘scrupulously 
followed public health guidelines’ and immediately self-isolated after her initial symptoms and even after she 
received a negative diagnosis from an initial instant test.” A second test revealed she was positive. Azar said he 
and children have no symptoms, and they have tested negative. He wrote, “I will be carrying out the duties of my 
office while strictly adhering to CDC guidelines for essential workers, continuing to practice social distancing, 
wearing a mask and monitoring for any symptoms.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are Bloomberg (12/18, Wingrove, Jacobs, 3.57M), CNN 
(12/47, Murray, Kelly, 89.21M) and The Hill (12/17, Jenkins, 5.69M). 


HHS Allocating $24.5B To Providers Fighting COVID-19 Pandemic. 


RevCycle Intelligence (42/17, LaPointe) reporis, “HHS, through the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), has completed review of Phase 3 Provider Relief Fund applications and will start 
distributing payrnents to over 70,000 providers.” HHS announced it “will distribute $24.5 billion to providers who 
applied and were accepted as part of the Phase 3 distribution. The funding is up from the $20 billion originally 
planned to go out to providers.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar is quoted as saying, “HHS is providing more than $24 
billion in new relief to more than 70,000 healthcare providers, meeting close to 90 percent of the losses they've 
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reported from the COVID-19 pandemic in the first half of the year. ... With the Provider Relief Fund, we've been 

able io support providers hardest hit by COVID-19, including safety net hospitals, rural providers, and nursing 

homes, helping ensure they can continue serving their communities during and beyond the pandemic.” 
Healthcare Finance News (12/17, Morse, 93K} also covers the story. 


Moderna Vaccine Set To Ship Amid Record Number Of COVID-19 Deaths. 


Reuters (12/17, Heavey) reports the US was “ready to ship 5.9 millon doses of a new coronavirus vaccine” 
Thursday, as the FDA was poised to grant Moderna’s candidate emergency use authorization as early as Friday, 
“ust as the nation suffered its highest daily COVID-19 death toll with 3,580 lives lost.” Amid the worsening crisis, 
“an FDA panel of ouiside advisers is weighing the safety and effectiveness of Moderna’s vaccine candidate. ... 
Health and Human Services Secreiary Alex Azar told CNBC on Thursday that 5.9 million Moderna doses, or 
enough to inoculate half that many people, had been allotted for state governors and were ready to ship 
nationwide.” 


Uber Offering 10M Free, Discounted Rides In Effort To Boost COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


USA Today (12/17, Murphy, 12.7M) reports “Uber will offer 10 million free or discounted rides to people looking 
to receive the COVID-19 vaccination.” The rides being offered “include transportation to and from their 
destination, as well as rides for their second and final dose.” However, “a date for when the offer will begin rolling 
outis still not set, according to Uber.” 

Fox Business (12/17, Manfredi, 3.06M)} reports Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi said, “We hope our 
technology can help make the largest-ever global immunization campaign a success and deliver the benefits of 
the vaccine quickly, effectively and equitably.” The campaign “will be in partnership with the National Urban 
League, the Morehouse School of Medicine, and the National Action Network in order to help cormmunities of 
color that have been disproportionately hurt by the pandemic.” HHS “Secretary Alex Azar said last week that the 
Trump administration expects to distribute up fo 20 million doses of Pfizer and BioNTech’s vaccine by the end of 
this year.” 


CMS Unveils New Initiative Which Aims To Improve Care Coordination For Dual Eligibles. 


FierceHealthcare (12/17, King, 150K) reports, “The Trump administration proposed a new initiative aimed ai 
improving care coordination among Medicaid managed care plans for dual-eligible Medicare and Medicaid 
beneficiaries.” This model, which CMS unveiled on Thursday, “will allow Medicaid managed care organizations to 
participate in ihe global and professional options in the agency's Direct Contracting model, which offers voluntary 
risk-sharing agreements with providers.” CMS Administrator Seema Verma is quoted as saying, “For too jong we 
have struggled to deliver acceptable outcomes for this vulnerable population, but today’s model is a garne- 
changer. ... t represents a significant step toward addressing these longstanding issues and ensuring they 
receive the coordinated care they rightfully deserve.” 


Former FDA Chief Gottlieb Hails Rollback Of Frozen Cherry Pie Regulations. 


The Hill (12/77, Budryk, 5.69M) reports, “Former Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Scott Gottlieb 
hailed the FDA’s proposed rolling back of federal regulations on frozen cherry pie.” The Hill quotes Golllieb 
saying in a tweet, “Thanks to the hard work of my FDA team in 2018, the Federal government will no longer be 
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regulating the contents of frozen cherry pie. The American people are free add extra fruit, sugar, and make the 
crust especially thick.” 
Newsweek (12/17, 2.67M) also reports. 


Congress To Begin Receiving Coronavirus Vaccinations In Coming Days. 


Politico (12/17, Zanona, Levine, Ferris, 6.73M) reports that Congress “will receive a limited batch of the 
coronavirus vaccine in the coming days, according to multiple sources, marking a major development for 
lawmakers and frontline workers in a Capitol complex that has battled dozens of cases this year.” Vaccines for 
federal agencies and officials across Washington “have been arriving at Walter Reed Medical Center in recent 
days, and thousands of doses are expected to be designated for the House and Senate, though congressional 
leadership offices said they have no information to provide.” And “in another sign that vaccinations are imminent 
on the Hill, the Capitol physician has begun privately informing some members and staff that he has requested 
vaccines and that his office is making some preparations, including setting up freezer storage.” 

The Washington Post (12/17, Kane, 10.52M) reports Brian P. Monahan, the attending physician of the US. 
Congress and the Supreme Court, “will soon receive doses of the coronavirus vaccine to administer to the 
Supreme Court justices and senior members of Congress under a continuity-of-government plan crafted by 
intelligence experts.” Monahan said in a letter, “Congress and the Supreme Court, along with executive branch 
agencies, will be provided with a specific number of covid-19 doses to meet long-standing requirements for 
continuity of government operations.” 

The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Andrews, Subscription Publication, $.41M) reporis all federal lawmakers will 
have the ability to get Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine in the coming days. Surgeon General Jerome Adams is 
mentioned by the Journal. 

The Hill (12/17, Budryk, 5.69M) reports that Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) “said Thursday 
that he will receive the coronavirus vaccine in the days ahead.” 

The Washington Examiner (12/17, Ferrechio, 888K) reporis House “Speaker Nancy Pelosi and...McConnell 
will get a COVID-19 vaccine, the two leaders announced in separate statements Thursday.” McConnell said, 
“Because of government continuity requirements, | have been informed by the Office of the Attending Physician 
that | am eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine, which | will accept in the coming days.” Pelosi “said she would also get 
the vaccine, citing government continuity.” 

CNN (12/17, Barrett, Kelly, 89.21M} and USA Today (12/17, Sonka, 12.7M) also report. 


Giroir Urges Americans To Continue Taking Precautions Despite Authorization Of Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Healthcare Finance News (12/17, Hackett, 93K) reports thal in spite of “the promising outlook provided by the 
Pfizer and BioNTech vaccine rollout that began earlier this week, officials insist thai it is just as critical as ever to 
take safety measures in preventing the spread of COVID-19." Dr. Admiral Brett Giroir, assistant secretary for 
Health at HHS, said, “While we're in the process of immunizing the American people, we must keep our guard 
up. ... We must continue our critical mitigation steps and you know what they are, the three W's: Wear a mask, 
waich your distance, wash your hands.” 


Analysis: Trump Fighting To Cling To Presidency, But Not Fighting COVID-19. 
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A CNN (42/18, Reston, 89.27M) analysis asks “what President Donald Trump [is] doing in the waning days of his 
presidency as the number of Covid-19 deaths in the US soared past 3,000 each day.” The piece says he has 
spent most of the recent weeks “plotting how to nullify the results of President-elect Joe Biden’s November 
victory,” but “has been silent” on important national issues. “Perhaps most baffling about Trump’s disappearance, 
he has stayed out of the public eye when he could have taken a victory lap following the US Food and Drug 
Administration’s historic authorization of the first Covid-19 vaccine.” The article concludes with a section on the 
FDA's expected approval of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine candidate, citing a Thursday statement from FDA 
Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn and Dr. Peter Marks, director of the FDA’s Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research. 


Cognitive Impairment Could Complicate COVID-19 Vaccination Efforts In Long-Term Care 
Facilities. 


Kaiser Health News (12/17, Graham) reports “long-term care residents’ participation in the fastest and most 
extensive vaccination effort in US. history is clouded by a significant complication: More than half have cognitive 
impairment or dernentia.” This statistic “raises a number of questions,” such as, “what ff surrogates don't agree 
with the decision an elderly person has made and try to intervene?” With COVID-19 “outbreaks increasing, 
already-overwhelmed staffers may not have much time to sit down with residents to answer questions or have 
conversations with families over the phone” about the vaccine. CDC National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases Director Nancy Messonnier “acknowledged the agency was ‘very concerned’ that 
information about vaccines be adequately explained to long-term care residents.” Something that must “be made 
clear to residents” is that “while vaccines have been tested on people age 65 and alder, those tests did not 
include individuals living in long-term care, according to Dr. Sara Oliver, a CDC expert.” 


After Report On Trump Administration Influence On CDC Messaging, Question Of 
Commission Arises. 


NBC News (12/17, Todd, Murray, Dann, Holzberg, 4.91M) reports, “Our question this morning: Is Congress 
going to create a 9/11-like commission to study what went wrong with the United States’ handling of the 
coronavirus -- after more than 300,000 and counting deaths, an erosion in trust in our government and 
allegations of political interference and manipulation?” The “latest development here: A pair of CDC political 
appointees told the New York Times about how the Trump administration exerted ever-increasing influence over 
the agency's message and data.” That “comes after a whistleblower alleged that CDC director Robert Redfield 
directed staff to delete an email from a Trump political appointee that sought changes to scientific reports, as well 
as after the CDC and FDA bungled the United States’ initial coronavirus testing plan.” 

The Hill (12/17, Budryk, 5.69M) reports that House Majority Whip James Clyburn (D-SC) “said Thursday 
that the federal response to the coronavirus pandemic may require a commission similar to the one that 
investigated the leadup to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.” Clyburn “discussed the idea with MSNBC's Chuck 
Todd, following the disclosure of emails in which [the] White House pushed a strategy of ‘herd immunity’ in 
response to the virus.” 

The Hilton Head Island (SC) Packet (12/17, Monk, 105K) also reports. 


CDC Estimates A Record 81,000 People Died From Drug Overdoses In 12-Month Period. 
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Axios (12/17, Fernandez, 1.26M) reporis that an “estimated 81,000 people died from a drug overdose between 
June 2019 and May 2026, the highest number ever recorded in a 12-month period, according to a Centers for 
Disease Conirol and Prevention report released on Thursday.” The provisional data suggest “the pandemic 
accelerated overdose deaths.” CDC Director Robert Redfield said in a statement: “The disruption to daily life due 
to the COVID-719 pandemic has hit those with substance use disorder hard.” 

The Hill (12/17, Kelley, 5.69M) and the Washington Examiner (12/17, Hogberg, 888K) also report. 


First Doses Of Coronavirus Vaccine Administered In Native American Communities. 


The AP (12/17, Lee, Johnson) reports, “The first dases of the coronavirus vaccine are being administered in 
Native American communities from the desert highlands of New Mexico to a coasial fishing tribe outside Seattle 
as the federal government and states rush fo protect one of the most vulnerable U.S. populations.” The “two- 
pronged effort includes a massive logistical operation by the federal government's Indian Health Service focusing 
on vaccinating health care workers at sovereign Indigenous nation clinics across the country and urban clinics 
serving off-reservation Native Americans.” The agency’s “initial allotment of about 22,000 vaccine doses from 
Pfizer and Germany's BioNTech arrived Monday at distribution centers on vast portions of the Navajo Nation in 
Arizona and New Mexico and in urban places like Phoenix, where hundreds of health care workers who care for 
Native Americans got vaccinated on Thursday.” 

NPR (12/17, Oxner, 3.69M) reports “about 68,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses will initially be distributed 
among the population, the indian Health Service said last week.” NPR adds thai “Kailee Fretland, an Indian 
Health Service hospital pharmacist at the Red Lake Nation in Minnesota, helped design the vaccine distribution 
plans in an effort to avoid” having the pandemic disproportionately affect American Indian populations. 


Finding Way To Vaccinate Black Americans For COVID-19 Reportedly Is A “Conundrum.” 


US News & World Report (12/17, Williams, 1.91M) reports that “finding a way to get a potentially game-changing 
[COVID-19] vaccine...into the arms of” Black Americans, who are “among those who need it most, is 4 
conundrum that would vex King Solomon himself.” Putting people “of color ahead of other groups for the vaccine 
is good public health practice, [Dr. Chris Beyrer, an epidemiologist and professor at the Johns Hopkins 
Bioomberg Schooi of Public Health,] says: They are canaries in the COVID-19 coal mine.” Before “the vaccine 
rollout, the CDC’s Advisory Commitiee on Immunization Practices acknowledged that mitigating racial inequities 
should be a factor in distributing the vaccine.” CDC Director “Robert Redfield underscored the need in a 
statement accepting the committee’s initial recommendation for priority groups, encouraging a future call to 
prioritize alder people in multigenerational househoids.” 


Panel Of Vaccination Experts To Discuss Who Should Receive COVID-19 Vaccine After 
Nursing Home Residents, Healthcare Workers. 


The AP (12/18, Stobbe) reports “a federal panel of vaccination experis takes up” the question of who will get 
vaccinated for COVID-19 after nursing home residents and healthcare workers “at an emergency meeting this 
weekend. No matter what the committee decides, there will be differences from state to state.” According to the 
AP, “the panelists are leaning toward putting ‘essential workers’ first because bus drivers, grocery store clerks 
and similar employees can’t work from home.” However, “other experis say people age 65 and older should be 
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next, along with people with certain medical conditions.” CDC Director Robert Redfield “has said he believes 
priority should be given to people age 70 and older who live with children or grandchildren.” 


Scammers Attempting To Exploit COVID-19 Vaccine To Get People’s Social Security 
Numbers, Officials Say. 


The Hill (12/17, Deese, 5.69M} reports “scammers are attempting to exploit the news of ihe coronavirus vaccine 
by offering fake vaccine access for individuals who give their Social Security number to callers, public health 
officials have cautioned.” Authorities “are warning about scammers targeling unsuspeciing individuals seeking a 
vaccine, NBC News reparis.” Nenette Day, assisiant special agent in charge at HHS’ Office of Inspector General, 
said, “Wf you're receiving unsolicited offers for a vaccine — not one, not two, but about 10 red flags should go up. 
.. There is no way that you under any circumstance should deal with anybody except a known and reputable 
medical provider or pharmacy.” 


US Made Deal To Keep Temperature Monitoring System Active In Ultra-Cold Coolers For 
Pfizer-BioNTech Vaccine. 


STAT (12/17, Goldhill, 262K) reports a “snafu..threatened to disrupt the srnooth rollout” of the Pfizer-BloNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine, over “how to monitor the temperature of the ultra-cold storage containers being used to 
distribute vials.” Pfizer, according te sources unnamed, “planned to disconnect temperature-monitoring sensors 
on the containers once they were delivered to health care providers.” Under a “$25 million deal...with Controlant 
Global, an Icelandic company that created the proprietary temperature-monitoring platform for all Pfizer's 
shipping containers,” Pfizer will turn off the monitoring system when the coolers are delivered “and the federal 
government will simultaneously turn the systern back on.” HHS spokeswoman Natalie Baldassarre said, “Pfizer 
will de-activate the temperature monitor on their shipping container once they are delivered. Operation Warp 
Speed contracted with the manufacturer of the device to immediately re-activate it with no loss of ternperature 
monitoring and no loss of data.” 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

Moderna’s Covid-19 Vaccine Gets Backing From FDA Advisory Panel 

Hack Suggests New Scope, Sophistication For Cyberattacks 

More States Hit Google Over Alleged Monopoly Conduct 

Roku Torments Entertainment Giants In Quest To Dominate Streaming 

Matching Christmas Pajamas Are Either The Best Or Worst Part Of The Holidays 
Nigerian Boys Taken In Kidnapping Claimed By Boko Haram Are Freed 


New York Times: 


Biden Faces Challenge as Congress Drops State Aid to Secure Stimulus 
More Hacking Attacks Found As Officials Warn Of ‘Grave Risk’ To US Government 
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FDA Panel Endorses Moderna’s Covid-19 Vaccine 

Some Health Care Workers Are Getting the Vaccine. Others Aren’t. Who Decides? 
Biden Picks Deb Haaland To Lead Interior Department 

Even When The Music Returns, Pandemic Pay Cuts Will Linger 


Washington Post: 
Approval Of Second Vaccine Expected 


Stimulus Talks Expected To Spill Over To Weekend 
Historic Picks Put Focus On Environmental Justice 


Africa Watches, And Waits 
New Tactics Utilized In Hack 


Financial Times: 

Emmanuel Macron Tests Positive For Coronavirus 

EU And China Revive Hopes Of Investment Deal This Year 

US Says Cyber Hack Poses ‘Grave Risk’ To Critical Infrastructure 


Washington Times: 
Secret Weapon: GOP Turns To Georgia Evangelicals To Save Senate Majority 


New Shutdowns Threaten Small Businesses, Economic Recovery As Congress Squabbles Over Relief 


‘Trumpian Politics’: Army Straight Shooter Navigates Wide Ranging Civilian-Military Minefield 


‘Toss Out Aggression’: Ax-Throwing Club Provides ‘Satisfying’ Pandemic Outlet 


Smail Business Owners Buck Gretchen Whitmer’s Shutdown: ‘We Don’t Have Any Other Option’ 
North Face Accused Of ‘Virtue-Signaling’ For Refusing Oil-And-Gas Firm’s Jacket Order 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 


ABC: Vaccines; COVID Surge; Winter Storm; Congress-Relief Bill; Chicago-Social Worker Wrongfully Raided By 
Police; Russia-Cyberatiack; Biden-Sec. of Interior; Tiger Woods-PNC Championship; Made in America 


Christmas. 


CBS: COVID Surge: Vaccines; Winter Storm; Congress-Relief Bill; Biden-Hunter Biden: Russia-Cyberatiack; 
Chicago-Social Worker Wrongfully Raided By Police; NFL-Super Bowl, School Custodian Receives Kidney From 


ard Grade Teacher. 


NBC: Vaccines; COVID Surge; Congress-Relief Bill; Winter Storm; Chicago-Social Worker Wrongfully Raided By 
Police; Perdue Pharma; Russia-Cyberattack; Olympics; Holiday Shipping: Coronavirus Origins; Sth Grade 


Teacher Inspires Students. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Vaccines — 9 minutes, 40 seconds 

COVID Surge — 9 minutes, 20 seconds 

Congress-Relief Bill ~ 4 minutes, 50 seconds 

Russia-Cyberaliack ~ 4 minutes, 40 seconds 

Chicago-Sociai Worker Wrongfully Raided By Police — 3 minutes, 20 seconds 
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Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: COVID Surge; Alex Azar-Wife Tesis Positive; Moderna Vaccine; Pfizer Vaccine Shipmenis; Congress- 
Relief Bul. 

CBS: COVID Surge; Moderna Vaccine; Pfizer Vaccine Shipments; Congress-Relief Bill: Winter Storm; Biden- 
Cabinet Nominees. 

FOX: Moderna Vaccine; Johnson & Johnson Vaccine; COVID Surge; Russia-Cyberatiack. 

NPR: Moderna Vaccine; COVID Surge; Biden-EPA Nominee; Georgia-Runoffs. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Jimny Aimunel: “Mike Pence is expected to get his first of two Pfizer shots tomorrow. He and his wife Karen 
are doing it on television to show that the vaccine is safe. | guess the thinking is, If i's good enough for America’s 
first Karen, it should be good enough for the rest of them toa.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “But this is exciting for Mike Pence. Getting vaccinated is the only time Mother ever does 
shots with him.” 


Jimmy Mimmel: “it’s worth mentioning that Mike Pence, who is the head of the COVID task force, wrote an op- 
ed in the Wall Street Journal six months ago saying there would be no second wave of the virus, this is nothing 
but hysteria from the media. So maybe save that dose for someone else. The only cure Mike Pence should get is 
a bottle of Clorox and a heat lamp.” 


Jimmy Rimmel: “Only 34 more days to go. We're now on what feels like 200 days of ‘Squattergate.’ Trump 
has been floating the idea that he will refuse to leave office, as if that is even an option. As if this was like a bad 
roommate situation.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “Here's a fun thing for those who might be looking for a holiday gift. The mayor of Atlantic City 
is auctioning off the chance to blow up one of Donald Trump’s former casinos, for real. The money will go to 
charity. The closed Plaza Casino is scheduled to get demolished. Whoever donates the most money gets to 
push the button. We should chip in and get this for Hillary Clinton, right?” 


Jimny Aime: “Of course, the easiest way to make a Trump casino implode is to just put Trurnp back in 
charge of running it again.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Here’s the deal: Pharmacists have found that when they used glass vials that were 
supposed to contain five doses, sometimes they can squeeze out an additional dose. ... And we're going to need 
that exira vaccine, because the White House is sticking with its pandemic plan of ‘not having a plan.” 


sfephen Colbert: “Yesterday, we learned of emails from one of the President’s health appointees, former HHS 
science adviser Paul Alexander. ... This summer, Alexander urged top health officials to adopt a ‘herd immunity’ 
approach to COVID-19 and allow millions of Americans to be infected by the virus, thereby changing the 
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Department of Health and Human Services to the Department of Hell and Human Sacrifice. Because here’s the 
thing about Paul Alexander's strategy: if would require almost three million deaihs to reach herd immunity. If your 
plan fo save humanily involves killing millions of people, you're not a health adviser. You're a Marvel villain.” 


Stephen Colbert: “In the face of the COVID raging, the President-elect is asking Americans to stay home [for 
his inauguration]. [f enough people do the right thing, his inauguration could end up looking a lot like the last 


” 


one. 


Stephen Colbert: “if they do manage to pry the current President from the White House, he may need to find a 
different place to live because residents surrounding Mar-a-Lago recenily sent the town a letter with a message 
for the oulgoing-commander-in-chief: We don’t want you to be our neighbor. it’s all in the new documentary, 
‘Won't You Suck ft, Neighbor?” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Yesterday, the FDA said the Pfizer vaccine vials hold extra doses, which could expand the 
national supply by up to 40 percent. To explain it to Trump, they said it’s like finding an extra McNugget in your 
20-piece.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Today, Pfizer said that it has millions more doses in a warehouse, but the government hasn't 
given them instructions on where to send them. Well, if finally happened. Trump made his first mistake dealing 
with the coronavirus. Seriously, not a good sign that we're gonna need the Domino’s pizza tracker for the 
vaccine.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Congressional leaders are nearing a compromise on a $900 billion COVID stimulus deal that is 
set to include $600 checks per person. | think it would go a long way — for anyone paying $50 a month in rent. 
Six hundred dollars? Come on. If you're not going to give anyone real money, just send everyone a PS5.” 


Jimmy Palio: “in January, Atlantic City is blowing up a former Trump casino, and the highest bidder in a live 
auction will be the one to press the button. | say we hold Biden’s inauguration in Atlantic City, and then let him 
push the button.” 


Jimny Palion: “You know that two seconds before they do it, Eric Trump is going to wander out of the front 
door like, ‘Is the event not inside?” 


James Corden: “Vice President Mike Pence is about to find himself in quite an uncomfortable situation. On 
January 6, he has to appear in front of Congress to confirm Joe Biden's victory over Donald Trump. Well, word 
has just come out that Pence will then immediately travel to the Middle East to avoid the wrath of Trump and his 
supporters.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “You know things are turbulent in the White House when you go to the Middle East for a bit of 
peace and quiet. He is stopping in Bahrain and Israel. He’s then headed off to Poland, or as Mike Pence calls 
that, a real tropical getaway.” 
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Jimmy Fallon: “Pence said he will be receiving the COVID-19 vaccine injection tomorrow live on television. ... 
Now as you know, the vaccine has to be kept at super cold ternperatures, so I'm sure it is going to do just fine 
inside Mike Pence.” 


Jimny Palion: “But Pence will publicly receive the vaccine to promote its safety and build confidence among 
the American people. And nothing promotes confidence quite like getting the vaccine and then immediately 
fleeing the country.” 


Set) Meyers: “President Trump attacked Fox News on Twitter yesterday and said he, quote, ‘can’t believe how 
badly Fox News is doing in the ratings.’ Really? You can’t? You were their number one show, and you gol 
canceled.” 


Seth Meyers: “White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany said this week that President Trump plans to 
veto the $740 billion defense spending bill, despite passing Congress with a veto-proof majority. Said Trump, 
‘How many times do | have to say it? | don’t understand how any of this works.” 


Natlonal NOW __nconsnonnenson 


Trump Reiterates His Intention To Veto NDAA. 


CNBC (12/17, Macias, Breuninger, 7.34M) reports on its website that on Thursday, President Trump “said...he 
will reject the sweeping defense bill that authorizes a topline of $740 billion in spending and outlines Pentagon 
policy.” Trump tweeted, “! will Veto the Defense Bill, which will make China very unhappy. They love it. Must 


have Section 230 termination, protect our National Monuments and allow for removal of military from far away, 
and very unappreciative, lands. Thank youl” 

Politico (12/17, Ferris, O'Brien, Caygle, 6.73M) says Congress “is gearing up for the first veto override” of 
Donald Trump’s presidency. Congressional leaders “are scrambling to avoid an unusual scenario in which 
lawmakers are summoned back to Washington in the days between Christmas and New Year's for a dramatic, 
eleventh-hour vote to overturn Trump's promised veto.” Bloomberg (12/17, 3.87M)} says “a Senate vate on 
overriding... Trump's expected veto of a massive defense bill may prove to be a final test of the Republican 
party's loyalty to the commander-in-chief.” Senate Armed Services Chairman James Inhofe said he expects the 
Senate “would return to hold a vote” if the House overrides the President. 

WSJournal Says Bil Must include Tomahawk Missiles. The Wall Street Journal (12/17, 
Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says in an editorial that Congress should adopt a final version of the bill that 
allocates about $100 million that the Marines are seeking for Tomahawk missiles, arguing that the appropriation 
is essential for keeping China in check. 


NYTimes Analysis: Trump Judges More Conservative Than Other GOP-Appointed Peers. 
The New York Times (12/17, Ruiz, Gebeloff, 20.6M) reporis that President Trump's “conservative imprint...on the 
federal courts is only deepening.” An analysis of decisions by the “appellate bench — where nearly all contested 
federal litigation ends — shows the transformation of the judiciary” under Trump. A Times review of “more than 
10,000 published decisions and dissents during the first three years of the Trump administration” found that 
Trump’s “picks for the appeais courts were more likely than past Republican appointees to disagree with peers 
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selected by Democrats, and more likely to agree with their Republican colleagues, suggesting they were more 
consistently conservative.” 


Tuberville Could Join House Members In Effort To Contest Electoral Vote Count. 


USA Today (12/17, Garrison, 12.7M)} reports Sen.-elect Tommy Tuberville (R-AL} said this week that he may join 
members of the House in objecting to Joe Biden’s victory when Congress meets to affirm the Electoral College 
vote on January 6, despite Senate Majority Leader McConnell’s warning to GOP senators against doing so. 
Tuberville said, “You'll see what’s coming. You’ve been reading about in the House. We're going ta have to do it 
in the Senate.” Alabama Live (12/17, 497K} reports Tuberville campaign chairman Stan McDonald said, “] don’t 
know yet if or when he will do this. He’s very seriously considering it.” 

Kemp Says He And His Family Have Received “Death Threats.” The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
(12/17, 1.46M) reports Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) “is fed up with the unrelenting atlacks from conspiracy 
theorists calling on him to overturn [Biden's] victory in Georgia. Bui he’s even more enraged that some of those 
peddlers of false claims are targeting his wife and three daughters.” Kemp said, “It has gotten ridiculous — from 
death threats, [clairns of] bribes frorn China, the social media posts that my children are getting.” 


Rice Defeats Ocasio-Cortez For Energy And Commerce Seat. 


Politico (12/17, Ferris, Caygie, 6.73M) reports Rep. Kathleen Rice (D-NY) “has captured a prized seat on the 
House Energy and Commerce Commitiee after a contentious showdown’ with Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Coriez 
(D-NY). Rice “ultimately won in a lopsided vote of 46-13” in secret balloting in the Democratic Steering and Policy 
Committee. Politico says the two had “been battling behind the scenes for weeks io secure one of the few open 
seais” on the committee. 


Pence Campaigns For GOP Senate Candidates In Georgia. 


The Washington Post (12/17, Sonmez, 10.52M) reports that on Thursday, Vice President Pence “made another 
trip to Georgia’ to campaign for Sens. Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) and David Perdue (R-GA). Pence “pledged that the 
Republican ticket would ‘keep fighting’ to reverse the election results but tacitly acknowledged the prospect of a 
Biden presidency. ... ‘A Republican Senate majority could be the last line of defense io preserve all thai we've 
done for this country,’ Pence told a crowd in Columbus that greeted him with chants of ‘four more years.” 

The AP (12/17, Nadler, Barrow} says Pence is “seemingly holding rallies everywhere in Georgia lately — 
except Allanta and its inner suburbs.” The AP reporis that Pence “returned Thursday for events in Columbus, on 
the state’s western edge, and Macon, in middie Georgia.” Pence “previously stopped in Augusta in the east, 
Savannah on the coast and the north Georgia cities of Gainesville and Canton, in the far reaches of metro 
Atlanta’s exurbs.” The Hill (12/17, Samuels, 5.69M) and the Fox News (12/17, Steinhauser, 23.99M) website also 
cover Pence’s visit. 

Nearly 76,000 New Georgia Voters Nave Registered Since Election. The Atlanta Joumal- 
Constitution (12/17, 1.46M) reports, “Nearly 76,000 new voters registered in Georgia since before the 


presidential election, enough to make a difference in the U.S. Senate runoffs if they turn out.” However, “just 
2,670 of the new voters have cast ballots in the runoffs through Tuesday, most of them during in-person early 
voting this week.” 
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Polls Getting Littie Atiention in Race. The New York Times (12/17, Russonello, 20.6M) writes that 
there is little focus on polling in the race. No public polister “has completed a live telephone survey in the Georgia 
runoffs,” and “representatives from campaigns on both sides of the aisle said that they didn’t have a big appetite 
for horse race polls this time around, since the races will almost certlainly be close.” 


GOP Could Have Flipped House With Fewer Than 32,000 Votes In Key Districts. 


Inside Elections (12/17) observes that if GOP leads in [A2 and NY22 stand, “Republicans will be five seats shy of 
a [House] majority. In the five closest races won by Democrats, the Republican candidates lost by a combined 
31,751 votes.” 


Biden Chooses Haaland For interior Secretary. 


The AP (12/17, Knickmeyer) reports Joe Biden will nominate Rep. Deb Haaland (D-NM) for interior secretary, “a 
historic pick that would make her the first Native American to lead the powerful federal agency that has wielded 


also called it “a historic Cabinet nomination” that would make Haaland “the first Native American appointed to a 
Cabinet position.” 

The Washington Post (12/17, Grandoni, 10.52M)} says progressives “launched an unusual public campaign 
to place an American Indian at the helm of Interior.” The New York Times (12/17, Davenport, 20.6M) says if 
confirmed, Haaland willlead “an agency that for much of the nation’s history played a central role in the 
dislocation and abuse of Indigenous communities from coast to coast.” The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (12/17, 
188K) reports Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez “called it a ‘historic and unprecedented day’ for all 
indigenous people, pointing out the Interior Depariment oversees the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of 
Indian Education.” 

The Los Angeles Times (12/17, 3.37M) says Haaland would also “take over a department mired in 
controversy over the Trump administration's campaign to open up sensitive land and offshore areas to oil and 
gas development. She will also be responsible for implementing Biden’s promise to end oil and gas leasing on 
land controlled by the federal government — a move certain to face backlash from oil-dependent states, including 
her own, and lawsuits from the fossil fuel industry.” Reuters (12/17, Hunnicutt, Renshaw), the Santa Fe New 
Mexican (42/17, Wyland, 65K}, Axios (12/17, Nichols, McCammond, Swan, 1.26M)}, Politico (12/17, Pager, 
Thompson, 6.73M}, The Hill (12/17, Beltsch, 5.69M)}, Roll Call (12/17, Hulac, 130K), and the CNN (12/17, Zeleny, 
Merica, Krieg, Lee, 89.21M) and Fox News (12/17, McFall, 23.99M) websites also cover the selection. 

Siden Picks Regan For EPA, The AP (12/17, Knickmeyer, Robertson) reports Biden has nominated 
North Carolina Secretary of Environmental Quality Michael Regan to head the EPA. Regan “has made a name 


pursuing cleanups of industrial toxins and helping low-income and minority communities hit hardest by pollution.” 
The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (12/17, 396K} reports, “One source familiar with the transition’s thinking said 
that Regan was chosen in part due to his work holding polluters accountable, citing his leadership reaching the 
largest coal-ash clean-up settlement in U.S. history with Duke Energy.” 

Politico (12/17, Pager, Colman, Guillén, 6.73M) reports, “For weeks, California regulator Mary Nichols was 
seen as the top contender for the job, but environmental justice groups argued that she had not worked 
aggressively enough to address systemic pollution problems in communities of color and low-income areas.” The 
New York Times (12/17, Friedman, 20.6M) says Regan “was not [Biden’s] first choice, and he lacks same of the 
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political star power of Mr. Biden’s other cabinet picks. But he will be on the front lines of the incoming 
administration’s effort to undo one of President Trump’s most sprawling transformations of the federal 
government: the unraveling of a half-century of pollution and climate regulations, and the diminishment of the 
science that underpinned thern.” 

Townhall (12/17, O'Brien, 359K) writes, “Much has been made of the diversify that appears to be making up 
Biden’s cabinet. For instance, the media were quick to praise Biden for picking Buttigieg as the first openly gay 
nominee for a cabinet post, but conservatives noted that former ambassador to Germany and acting Director of 
National intelligence Richard Grenell became the first openly gay cabinet member in February of 2020.” The 
Washington Post (12/17, Dennis, Mufson, Eilperin, 10.52M), the Wall Street Journal (12/17, Puka, Collins, 
Subscription Publication, 8.41M), and Axios (12/17, Nichols, 1.26M} also cover the choice. 

iger Wants To Se Ambassador Toe China. The Wall Street Journal (12/17, Schwartzel, Glazer, 
Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Walt Disney Co. Executive Chairman Bob Iger has toid Biden’s team 
that he is interested in serving as ambassador io China, sources said. 

Slinken Atlends Meetings And Sriefings Af State Department. Tne Washington Post (12/17, 
Sonmez, 10.52M) reports that on Thursday, Secretary of State-designate Tony Blinken “attended meetings and 
briefings” at the State Departrnent for the first time. The Post says the briefings “happened despite the lack of an 
acknowledgment” by Trump and Secretary of State Pompeo “that Biden won the election.” 

O'Malley Dilfon Says She “Could Have Chosen Getter” Words. USA Today (12/17, Behrmann, 
12.7M) reports incoming Deputy Chief of Staff Jen O'Malley Dillon on Thursday “backpedaled on calling 
congressional Republicans an expletive.” O’Malley Dillon said, “| used some words that | probably could have 
chosen better.” Politico (12/17, Forgey, Choi, 6.73M)} reports O’Malley Dillon “argued that ‘the point that | was 


really making...is an incredibly important point. And that really is about the president-elect and why he was 
supported by over 81 million people, and what they were looking for” She went on to restate Biden's belief thai 
we can get things done, and we can get them done if we come together.” 


Copyright 2020 by Bulletin intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Cantent is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, social-media platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to the respective platform's terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NIH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.com, or called 
at (793) 483-6100. 
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Today's Table of Contents 


NIH News 


« Dr. Collins Discuses COVID-719 Vaccines. 
* Covid Task Force Promises Rapid December Vaccine Rollout. 
* Are You Thankful For Those Thanksgiving Lefiovers? 
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* ACIP To Meet Tuesday For Voie On COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation. 

* Fauci Predicts Current Holiday COVID-19 Restrictions Will Not Be Relaxed By Year's End. 

* Fauci Warns Holiday Travel May Worsen Current COVID-19 Surge. 

« Fauci Worries Thanksgiving May Be The Start Of A Dark Holiday Season Hf COVID-19 Cases Continue To 
Soar. 

« Fauci Expecis Role In Biden's Coronavirus Response, Would Consider Cabinet Position. 

* Dr. Fauci And Byron Allen Talk COVID-19 Outlook For Black America. 

* Dr. Anthony Fauci Makes The Case For The Vaccine To Roxbury. 

* Take The Vaccine Even ff You've Already Had Coronavirus, Fauci Says. 

* Splitting & To 4, Supreme Court Backs Religious Challenge To Cuomo’s Virus Shutdown Order. 

« Covid Overload: U.S. Hospitals Are Running Out Of Beds For Patients. 

° ‘A Natural Disaster...1n All 50 States’ Is Unfolding Just As Travelers Disperse Nationwide After Thanksgiving. 
* California Sets Record With Most COVID-19 Hospitalizations Since Pandemic Began. 

* Covid Mutations Do Not Appear To Be Helping The Virus Spread More Rapidly, Study Says. 

« Coronavirus: Florida COVID-19 Hospitalizations Climb Past 4,000 For First Time Since Late August. 

* New York City Reopening Schools For Special-Education Students And Younger Grades. 

« Biden Transition Adds New Members To Coronavirus Task Force. 

° Beware Of COVID-19 Scams As Vaccine Approaches FDA Approval. 

* White House Testing Czar Says Americans Who Traveled During Thanksgiving Should Get Tested. 

*US. Cases Fall, But Officials Warn Of Dire Weeks To Come. 

* International Rollout Of Covid-19 Vaccine On Track For Next Month (Fauci Mention). 

* Obama Says Lives Could Have Been Saved If Trump Hacin’t Disbanded Pandemic Response Unit. 

« White House Health Advisor Birx Hopes To Brief Biden Monday On Coronavirus Response. 

* What Plato ~ And Anthony Fauci - Can Teach Us About Mask Mandates. 

* The Promise Of MRNA Vaccines. 

« Vaccine Skepticism Emerges As Early Test For Biden. 

* Should Isolation Periods Be Shorter For People With Covid-197? 

* COVID-19 Vaccines’ Scary Side Effects Must Not Be Dismissed. 

° Fauci Warns Of Worsening Pandemic As Trump Peddles Election Delusions On Fox News. 

« ‘Going To Get Worse’: WH COVID Task Force Members Warn Of Post-Thanksgiving Surge. 

WH COVID Task Force: Don't Let Guard Down Just Because Vaccine Is In Sight. 

* Up To 87 Million Workers Could Lose Access To Paid Leave Next Month lf Congress Doesn't Pass Another 
Coronavirus Relief Package. 

* Top Health Officials Agree Americans Who Traveled For Thanksgiving Should Get Tested. But This Is Where 
They Differ. 

¢ Fauci Said Authorities Should ‘Close The Bars And Keep The Schools Open’ To Cut Down On Coronavirus 
infection Spread. 

* Despite Pandemic Shutdowns, Cancer Doesn't Take A Break. 

« Biden’s Other Health Crisis: A Resurgent Drug Epidemic. 

* Tumor Characteristics in ‘Exceptional Responders’ May Point To Therapies For Others. 
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* Scientists Are Aiming To Launch A Nationwide Trial ‘As Soon As Possible’ To Find Out if The Top Coronavirus 
Vaccines Can Stop The Virus From Spreading. 

* NCI’s Dr. Peter L. Choyke Discusses Prostate Cancer Imaging Developmenis. 

«Machine Leaming Tool Accurately Detecis COVID-19 On X-Rays. 

* How Trump’s Vaccine Effort Produced Results At “Warp Speed” (NIH Mention). 

« HHS Is Looking For Your Pandemic Success Stories. 

*A Decade Of Success: CAR-T Pioneers Reflect On Past, Look Toward Future. 

* Getting Together For The Holidays? This Website Will Help You See How Risky Your Plans Are. 

* The FDA Has Approved The First Drug To Treat The Rapid-Aging Disease Progeria. 

* Three Gears Of ‘Operation Warp Speed’ On The COVID-19 Journey. 

* Game-Changing MSU Research Aiming To Produce Pharmaceuticals More Quickly Gets A $1.7 Million Grant. 


Heaith & Medical News 

* HHS Clarifies Reporting Requirements For Healthcare Providers Which Received COVID-19 Aid. 

* Facing Losses Of Up To $25B, New York State Hospitals Ask Congress For More COVID-19 Assistance. 
* CDC: US Has Seen 265,166 COVID-19 Deaths. 

« Congress Facing More Pressure To Provide States With More Ald For COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution. 

* Millions Of Workers Could Lose Access To Paid Leave As COVID-19 Cases Surge. 

« Schumer Says $30B In Federal Funding is Required To Distribute COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«New York Governor Says States Are Broke And Need More Federal Aid To Distribute COVID-19 Vaccine. 
* Research Suggests Expiring State Eviction Bans Tied To Over 430,000 COVID-19 Cases, More Than 10,000 
Deaths. 

° Expert Says US Is “Rounding The Corner into A Calamity” Amid Pandemic. 

« Food Processing Plants In Wisconsin Tied To More Coronavirus Infections Than Previously Disclosed, Data 
indicate. 

« Minnesota Adds 57 COVID-19 Fatalities, 8,953 Cases. 

« Number Of COVID-19 Fatalities Tied To US Long-Term Care Facilities Now Exceeds 100,000. 

* Maryland Adds 1,999 COVID-19 Cases, 23 Fatalities. 

* Arizona Reports Over 3,200 COVID-19 Cases, 10 Fatalities. 

« Kentucky Adds 2,803 COVID-19 Cases, 11 Fatalities. 

* New Jersey Reports 3,851 COVID-19 Cases, 13 Fatalities As Hospitalizations Rise. 

° US Cities Again Experiencing Rise In Coronavirus Cases. 

« Sheriffs Deputies Shut Down Party With 400 Attendees In Manhattan. 

e Michigan Governor Urges Legislators To Approve $100M COVID-19 Relief Plan. 

« Pandemic Pushing Mothers Out Of Labor Pool, UN Study Says. 

* Opinion: Constitution Does Not Alow Many COVID-19 Restrictions. 

« Testing Wastewater May Offer A Way To Detect Early Signs Of Community Coronavirus Outbreaks, 
Researchers Say. 

* US Prisons Struggling To Control Coronavirus’ Spread. 

* Oregon Mink Farm Facing COVID-19 Outbreak. 

* Colurnnist: 2022 Will Not Look Like 2019 Due To Pandemic. 
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° United Begins Carrying Pfizer's COVID-19 Vaccine On Charter Flights. 

*US Hospitals Struggling To Decide How Besi To Distribute Potential COVID-19 Vaccines Among Healthcare 
Workers. 

« Demand For Coronavirus Vaccine Said To Present Major Dilemma For Governmenis. 

* Hospitals Deploy Antibody Drugs To Treat Patienis With COVID-19 Even As Their Effectiveness Remains 
Unclear. 

* India Regulators Not Halting AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine Trial As They Investigate Shot Reaction. 

* CEO Says AstraZeneca May Perform An Additional Global Trial Of Its COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate In Light Of 
Questions. 

* Public Health Officials Worry About Challenge Posed By Two-Dose Vaccines. 

« Researchers Warn Virus Mutations Could Complicate Vaccination Efforts. 

* COVID-19 Vaccine Trial Participants Reportedly May Drop Gut Once Authorized Shot Is Available. 

« Trump, Carson Endorse COVID-19 Treatment That Physicians Have Been Forced To Ration. 

* Mississippi Hospitals Administering Monoclonal Antibodies To Patients With COVID-19. 

« Medica! Professionals, Disinformation Researchers Warn Antivaccine Movement Could Undermine COVID-19 
Vaccination Efforts. 

« Pharmaceutical Association Forecasts 10 COVID-19 Vaccines By Mid-2021. 

° US Interest In Taking COVID-19 Vaccine Reportedly Rising As Cases Surge. 

* Housing Advocates Claim Tenants Falling Through Cracks, Despite Nationwide Eviction Ban. 

* US Colleges Assess How To Bring Students Back After Winter Holidays. 

* Hospitals Once Again Hire Traveling Nurses Amid Increasing Number Of Coronavirus Hospitalizations. 

* Coronavirus Isolation Protocols, Contact Tracing Closing Schaal Buildings, Sidelining Staff. 

« Opinion: Many Things May Prevent Coronavirus Testing From Detecting Accurate Number Of Cases. 

* Use Of Ultraviolet C Germicidal Lamps To Kill Coronavirus May Cause Eye Injuries, Study Suggests. 

* FDA issues Emergency Use Authorization For Kantaro Bioscience’s COVID-19 Antibody Test. 

« Quest Diagnostics, LabCorp COVID-19 Testing Taking Several Days To Complete. 

» Pandemic Reveals Shortcomings Of Diagnostic Tests’ Limited Role In Addressing Disease. 

« White House Reportedly Weighing Lifting European Travel Ban. 

° Trump Says COVID-19 Vaccine Deliveries Will Begin As Early As This Week. 

« States Rush To Provide Pandemic Aid Amid Inaction By Washington. 

* Restaurants Push Back Against New Round Of COVID-19 Shutdown Orders. 

* Los Angeles Bans Public, Private Gatherings Of People From Different Households. 

* Health Experts Weigh More Standardized State Mask Mandates To Include Higher-Quality Masks. 

* Rollout Of illinois’ COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan Stil Faces Uncertainties. 

« Colorado Governor Extends Four COVID-19 Executive Orders. 

¢Las Vegas Mayor Criticizes Nevada Governor's Statewide COVID-19 “Pause” For Impact On City. 

« Appeals Court Upholds Kentucky Governor's Order Halting In-Person Instruction At Religious-Based Schools. 
* Low-income Americans Turning To Credit Cards As Congress Fails To Pass New COVID-19 Relief Package, 
While The Wealthy Pay Off Debi. 

* CDC Mode! Suggests Actual Number Of Americans Infected With COVID-19 Could Be Near 100M. 

«US COVID-19 Case Rates Now Higher Than Those In Most European Countries, Data indicate. 
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* Hospitals Face Staffing Shortages As COVID-19 Cases Rise. 

* Opinion: COVID-19 Has Turned Americans Into “Potential Serial Killers.” 

e Documents Reveal Consulting Firm’s Role In Driving OxyContin Sales For Purdue Pharma. 

« House Committee Asks Sackler Family To Testify At Hearing About Opioid Epidemic. 

° Attorneys Allege State Atlorneys General Holding Up Funds Set Aside For Victims From OxyContin Settlement. 
« Moderate To Vigorous Exercise A Few Times A Week May Help People With Mild Cognitive Impairment Slow 
Progression To Alzheimers Or Similar Dementia, Research Suggesis. 

» Abortion Rate In US Increased Slightly From 2017 To 2018, CDC Data Show. 

«NYTimes Analysis Highlights How Substance Abuse Treatment Programs Have Moved Online Due To 
Coronavirus. 

« Parents Less Likely To Know When Children Use E-Cigarettes, Study Suggests. 

* indiana Lawmakers Reportedly Willing To Increase Cigarette Tax, But Say Measure Must Specify How 
Revenue Will lmprove Public Health. 

* Teladoc Looking To Play Bigger Role In Helping People Manage Chronic Diseases. 

« Biogen Makes Deal With Sage Therapeutics To Jointly Develop, Sell Treatments For Depression, Other 
Neurological Disorders. 

« Trump Drug Price Proposal Would Depend On Providers Negotiating Discounts. 

e Commentary: Lawmakers From Both Parties Must Continue Trump's Efforts To Lower Prescription Drug Prices. 
* Crowds Protest Las Angeles County's Latest COVID-19 Restrictions. 


Global Health News 

« UK Expected To Grant Approval To Pfizer, BioNTech’s COVID-19 Vaccine In Days. 

° UK Prime Minister Appoints Official To Oversee COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« EMA Says It Expects To Receive First Application For COVID-19 Vaccine Conditional Marketing Approval In 
Days. 

* Thailand, Philippines Reach COVID-19 Vaccine Deals With AstraZeneca. 

« Governor Says Sao Paulo Could Roll Out COVID-19 Vaccine Developed By China’s Sinovac Without Approval 
From National Health Regulator. 

* EMA Says Chloroquine, Hydroxychlaroquine Tied To Psychiatric Disturbances. 

°e WHO Says It Needs To See Clinical Data To Evaluate Russia’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« Turkey Resurnes Reporting All Positive Coronavirus Tests, Pushing Daily New Cases To Over 30,000. 

* Brazils Bolsonaro Says He Will Not Take Any Working COVID-19 Vaccine, Disparages Mask Wearing. 

« Vaccinations Against COVID-19 May Not Start In Africa Until Second Quarier Next Year, Senior Health Official 
Says. 

« Austria Should Expect Further Heavy Restrictions When Current National Lockdown Expires, Chancellor Says. 
* South Korean Authorities Ban Year-End Parties After Surge In New Coronavirus Infections. 

« Physicians, Nurses In Madrid Protest Alleged Health System Cuis. 

* Singaporean Baby Born With COVID-19 Antibodies. 

* France’s State Council Orders Government To Review Law Restricting Number Of People Allowed In Churches 
During Pandemic. 
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* Johnson Promises New Coronavirus Restrictions Will Be Put To Vote In January, Automatically End In 
February. 

* COVID-19 Infections Down 30% In England During Month-Long Lockdown. 

« Chinese State Media Push Narrative That Coronavirus Existed Abroad Before Being Discovered In Wuhan. 
* Indonesia Secures Deals With At Least Four COVID-19 Vaccine Suppliers, Including Sinovac And 
Astrazeneca. 

* Hong Kong Faces New Surge In Coronavirus Cases Despite Appearing To Control] Virus Previously. 

* Suicide Rates Among Young Women In Japan, South Korea Have Increased During Pandemic. 

* More Peaple In Japan Die From Suicide Than From COVID-19 Year-To-Date. 

* WHO Official Urges Countries Experiencing Lower COVID-19 Cases To Remain Vigilant. 

« Trudeau Expects Over Half Of Canadians To Get COVID-19 Vaccine By Next September. 

* Pandemic’s Early Devastation On Wealthy Province Of Bergamo Still Remains A Mystery. 

« Malaria Deaths Resulting From Pandemic Disruptions To Heath Services Will Far Exceed COVID-19 Deaths In 
Sub-Saharan Africa, WHO Warns. 

«WHO Releases New Physical Activity Guidelines Recommending Adults Get At Least 150 Minutes Of 
Moderate-To-Vigorous Exercise Each Week. 

« Teva, Cephalon Fined By EU Over Alleged Collusion To Keep Cheaper Modafinil Off Market. 

°* German Economic Minister Warns People Must Do More To Reduce Social Contacts. 


HES in the News 


° Azar Says COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Could Commence in Weeks. 

« Azar, Hargan Discuss Impact Of Anti-Kickback Changes On Healthcare industry. 

* Divisions Emerge Among Top Officials Over COVID-19 Vaccine Authorization, Distribution. 

« Health Officials Working To Overcome Skepticism Of COVID-19 Vaccines. 

» Canada Could Approve COVID-19 Vaccine In December, Official Says. 

* Canada Blocks Bulk Exporis Of Certain Prescription Drugs. 

* Trump Administration Reportedly Leaving Decisions About Prioritizing COVID-19 Vaccine Access To States. 
* Operation Warp Speed’s Moncef Slaoui Says He May Step Down Secon. 

* Operation Warp Speed’s Moncef Slaoul Says Americans Can Expect Return To Normal By Summer 2027. 
°e CMS To Allow Hospitals To Care For Medicare Patients At Home As COVID-19 Cases Surge. 

« Gottlieb: Shortened Quarantine Period Would Capture Most COVID-19 Cases. 

* Local Health Departments, Neighborhood Pharmacies Preparing To Distribute Vaccines. 

« Despite US Approval, Supplies Of Lilly, Regeneron Treatmenis Remain Limited. 

° Military Will Reportedly Play Less Public Role in COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Despite Trump’s Comments. 
«US Surgeon General Reveals Wife, Mother Have Been Hospitalized. 

* Rhode Island Prioritizes In-Person instruction As Other Venues Shut Down. 

« Justice Departmeni Appeals Judge’s Order Barring Expulsion Of Immigrant Children Who Crossed Border 
Alone. 

* CMS Proposes Lowering Fee For ACA Exchange Issuers. 

* GAO Audit Finds Gaps In Oversight Of Spending, Operations ALJHS Facilities. 

* Opinion: COVID-19 Vaccination Effort Will Require Effective Use Of Big Data. 
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National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
° Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

ein First Post-Election TV Interview, Trurmp Continues To Allege Voter Fraud. 

«Trump To Campaign For Perdue, Loeffler in Georgia. 

* Biden Announces All-Female Senior Communications Team. 

« Biden To Announce Economic Advisers This Week. 

* Biden Twists Ankle, Suffers Hairline Fracture While Playing With Dog. 

« Pressure Mounting On Newsom To Appoint Harris Successor. 

° Malliotakis Promises A Conservative Counterbalance To AOC’s Squad. 

* Virginia Democratic Lawmakers Fear Bill Limits Will Harm Their Agenda. 

* Black Woman To Serve As Brigade Commander At US Naval Academy For The First Time. 


Dr. Collins Discuses COVID-19 Vaccines. 


MSNBC Velshi & Ruhle & (11/28, 1.81M} aired an interview with Dr. Francis Collins, director of the National 
Instituies of Health. Dr. Collins discussed the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines, and said, “Politics have 
nothing to do with this.” 


Covid Task Force Promises Rapid December Vaccine Rollout. 


Bloomberg (17/29, Condon, Yang, 4.73M) reports members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force “fanned 
out across Sunday talk shows to promise a rapid rollout of coronavirus vaccines to millions of Americans by year- 
end.” US Surgeon General Jerome Adams “said the federal government hopes to quickly review and approve 
requests from two drugmakers for emergency approval of their Covid-19 vaccines.” Meanwhile, NIAID Director 
Dr. Anthony Fauci “said the government ‘almost certainly’ will be vaccinating portions in the first priority of the 
population by the end of December.” It is “pretty much decided’ that residents and staff of...care facilities, and 
health care workers in general, will be the first groups to get access to vaccines...said” former FDA 
Commissioner Dr, Scott Gottlieb. Additionally, Assistant Secretary of Health Adm. Brett Giroir discussed 
precautions for Americans who traveled for Thanksgiving to follow. 

Addfional Sources. On ABC World News Tonight = (11/29, story 3, 1:00, Llamas, 6.37M), Trevor Ault 
reported United Airlines has begun “flying doses of Pfizer's vaccine,” and Moderna “is expected to apply for 


emergency use authorization as early as this week,” but “recent polling suggesis 42 percent of Americans would 
nat get the vaccine, even if its approved.” National Institutes of Health Director Dr. Francis Collins said, “This is 
something that can be trusted and will be safe for them and their families and can save potentially hundreds of 
thousands of lives.” 
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The Washington Post (11/28, Stanley-Becker, 14.2M) reported while the Administration “has promised 
simultaneous distribution of vaccines to ‘all of America,” the ambition “is set to run headlong into the barriers to 
health care and mistrust of speedily developed vaccines that mark...rural, impoverished parts of America.” 
Residents in these areas “are especially vulnerable to the virus because of their poor health status and often 
precarious employment in low-wage service industries,” and “responsibility for their inoculation...will fall to a 
public health system maimed by budget cuts and riven by racial and other inequities.” If the FDA gives the green 
light without interference from President Trump, Alabama State Conference of the NAACP President Bernard 
Simelion said, “they would be a lot less skeptical.” 


Are You Thankful For Those Thanksgiving Leftovers? 


in a plece for Federal News Network (11/27, 220), Federal Drive host Tom Temin wrote, “l asked a few feds 
about what they are thankful for in this most remarkable of years.” According to Temin, “National Institutes of 
Health Director Francis Collins, perhaps not surprisingly, is thankful for progress in the battle against The Virus, 
‘thanks to the devoted and selfless efforts of thousands of scientists, who dropped everything to bring ail of their 
talenis and resources to take on the worst pandemic in 102 years.” Temin said that the NIH’s chief information 
officer, Andrea Norris, “had a similar thought,” as she said, “l am thankful for my colleagues at the National 
institutes of Health who are working tirelessly to accelerate the development of tests, treatments and vaccines 
far Covid-19 and by the many individuals who are providing front line assistance and medical care to the millions 
of people around the world who are affected by this global pandemic.” 


ACIP To Meet Tuesday For Vote On COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation. 
NBC Nightly News & (11/29, story 6, 2:10, Snow, 3.52M) reported CDC advisers this week “will vote on who 


should get a [COVID-19] vaccine first, and whether nursing home residents should be part of that first group.” 
NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said, “We likely, almost certainly, are going to be vaccinating a portion of the 
individuals in the first priority before the end of December.” 

Additional Sources. The AP (11/27) reported the CDC’s Advisory Committee on immunization Practices 
“will meet Tuesday to vote on how scarce, initial supplies of a COVID-19 vaccine will be given out once one has 
been approved.” The panel “recommends who to vaccinate and when ~ advice that the government almost 
always follows.” Pfizer and partner BioNTech “have asked the Food and Drug Administration to allow emergency 
use of its COVID-19 vaccine candidate,” while “Moderna Inc. is expected to also seek emergency use of its 
vaccine soon.” 

Reuters (11/27, Johnson, Whitcomb) reported the panel “will vote...to recommend that the FDA allow 
healthcare professionals and long-term care facilities to be the first two groups to get initial vaccine supplies, a 
CDC spokeswoman said.” Reuters added, “A green light for any vaccine would come as welcome news to 
Americans, who political leaders have clamped under increasingly aggressive measures to curtail the spread of 
the virus.” 

CNN (11/27, Fox, Bonifield, 83.16M) reported ACIP Chair Dr. Jose Romero said, “We are meeting because 
the FDA, the Operation Warp Speed, have asked states and other jurisdictions to please submil their plans on 
Friday of this coming week.” Romero added, “We foresee imminent authorization if this vaccine is shown to be 
effective and safe in the near future and we want to be at the point where we are providing appropriate guidance 
to the states and jurisdictions for the use of these vaccines.” 
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The New York Post (11/27, Elizaide, 4.57M) reported HHS Secretary Alex Azar “has said the U.S. expects 
to see 40 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine available by the end of December.” 

Fox Business (11/29, Aitken, 1.73M) reports, “Health and Human Services Assistant Secretary Dr. Brett 
Giroir responded to a concerning number from a Gallup poll that claimed that 4 in 10 Americans do not want to 
take the vaccine.” In an appearance on State of the Union, he said, “These vaccines have been tested in tens of 
thousands of individuals. The Pfizer [vaccine] will have an advisory committee on Dec. 10, all the data will be out 
there.” He added, “All indications are this is an extremely safe vaccine, the Pfizer and Moderna, and very, very 
effective, over 95 percent effective.” 


Fauci Predicts Current Holiday COVID-19 Restrictions Will Not Be Relaxed By Year’s End. 


Appearing on ABC’s This Week = (11/29, 1.96M), NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci discussed the surge in 
travel over the Thanksgiving holiday amid the pandemic. Fauci said, “Well, | mean, the travel that has been done 


has been done. Right now, as people go back, we want to urge them, if they've been in situations outside of the 
family setting in which they really don't know the level of exposure, to be really careful when you either return 
from the place that you went or other people come back into your house. That you've really got to understand the 
importance of trying to prevent further spread and further surge.” 

Additional Sources. ABC News (11/29, Robinson, Kelsey, 2.97M) reports that during the interview on 
Sunday, Fauci also “said...that he does not foresee current holiday public health restrictions and 
recommendations being relaxed by the end of the year.” Fauci explained, “When you have the kind of inflection 
that we have, it doesn’t all of a sudden turn around like that.” He added, “Clearly in the next few weeks, we're 
gonna have the same sort of thing.” Despite the CDC’s “encouragement that Americans postpone travel and stay 
home for Thanksgiving, the Transportation Security Administration screened more than 8 million people between 
Nov. 20 and Saturday.” 

The AP (11/29, Lush) reports, “Fauci addressed the school issue, saying that spread ‘among children and 
fromm children is not really very big at all, not like one would have suspected. So let’s try to get the kids back, but 
let's try to mitigate the things that mainiain and just push the kind of community spread that we’re trying to avoid,’ 
he said.” 

CNBC (11/28, Newburger, Huddleston, 3.62M) reports Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Giroir “said 
on Sunday that he’s worried about a surge in cases and hospitalizations from increased travel.” 

Fox News (11/29, Aitken, 27.59M) reports Fauci also said, “We say it, not being facetiously or having a 
soundbite or anything, but you know: close the bars, keep the schools open, is what we really say.” Fauci and 
US Surgeon General Jerome Adams “were in locksiep during a series of appearances on Sunday morning talk 
shows, pushing the message that the asymptomatic spread is an unchecked element that is driving the severity 
of the pandemic.” 

Among other media outlets providing similar coverage are: The Hill (41/29, Coleman, 2.98M)}, HuffPost 
(11/29, Miller, 1.67M), the New York Post (11/29, Salo, 4.57M), Politico (11/29, Bice, 4.29M), the Daily Caller 
(11/29, Corkery, 716K), and the Washington Examiner (11/29, Lee, 448K). 


Fauci Warns Holiday Travel May Worsen Current COVID-19 Surge. 


Appearing on NBC’s Meet The Press (11/29, 103K}, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci discussed “the ongoing 
Covid-19 spike and how a vaccine will be cisiributed.” 
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Additional Sources. NBC News (11/29, Kamisar, 6.14M) reports Fauci “warned that the travel-heavy 
Thanksaiving holiday could make the current surge in Covid-19 cases even worse as the nation heads into 
December.” During the interview, he “said that public health officials ‘tried to get the word out for people, as 
difficull as itis, io really not have large gatherings’ during the holiday.” Fauci added, “What we expect, 
unfortunately, as we go for the next couple of weeks into December, is that we might see a surge superimposed 
on the surge we are already in.” Despite the “mid-November warning from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention encouraging Americans not to travel during Thanksgiving, air travel broke pandemic records, with 6.8 
million people traveling through airports in the seven days ahead of the holiday.” 

The Washington Post (11/29, Alemany, 14.2M} reports, “As the number of coronavirus-related deaths per 
day rose to its highest point since April, Fauci and others highlighted the importance of complying with mask 
mandates and physical distancing.” US Surgeon General Jerome Adarns said, “It’s going to get worse over the 
next several weeks, but the actions that we take in the next several days will determine how bad it is or whether 
or not we continue to flatten our curve.” The Post adds that “the number of coronavirus-related deaths are 
nearing record levels in the United States not seen since ihe spring. About 95,000 people are currently 
hospitalized with the disease, according to” Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Giroir. 

The Hill (11/29, Coleman, 2.98M) reports Fauci said, “When | give that message, | don’t want to frighten 
people, except to say it is not too late at all for us to do something about this, because as we travel back, fo be 
careful when we go back to where we are, to just continue to do the things that we’ve been talking about.” He 
“oointed to states that have instituted coronavirus restrictions involving mask wearing, social distancing and limits 
on gatherings, saying in those states, the COVID-19 cases curve starts to flatten.” 

The New York Daily News (11/29, Shahrigian, 2.52M) reporis, “White House coronavirus response 
coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx echoed Fauci’s predictions.” Appearing on CBS’ “Face the Nation,” Birx said, 
“We're entering this post-Thanksgiving surge with three, four and 10 times as much disease across the country. 
... That's what worries us the most ... We are deeply worried about what could happen post-Thanksgiving.” 

Newsweek (11/29, Lernon, 1.53M) reporis Fauci also “said that he doesn’t have any ‘power to urge 
President Donald Trump to discourage holiday travel, warning of a new ‘surge superimposed’ on the current 
rapid increase in new infections.” 

The New York Post (11/29, Salo, 4.57M) reports that also during the interview on NBC, Fauci “said...that it 
will be ‘months’ before school-age children will be able to get the COVID-19 vaccine.” 

Axios (11/28, Rummiler, 521K) also reporis on the story. 


Fauci Worries Thanksgiving May Be The Start Of A Dark Holiday Season If COVID-19 Cases 
Continue To Soar. 


USA Today (11/27, Rodriguez, 10.31M) reported NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “suggested Thanksgiving 
may be the beginning of a dark holiday season as the surge in coronavirus cases is likely to persist, or even get 
worse, through December, January and February.” During an interview with USA Today, Fauci said, “HW the surge 
takes a turn of continuing to go up and you have the sustained greater than 100,000 infections a day and 1,300 
deaths per day and the count keeps going up and up ... | don’t see if being any different during the Christmas 
and New Year's holidays than during Thanksgiving.” Fauci “said the country is in a vulnerable position heading 
info the holiday season because infections are too high to control surges when they arise, as he is confident they 
will in the winter months.” 
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Additional Sources. The Hill (11/27, Polus, 2.98M) reported he “implored Americans to show their loved 
ones they care by ‘keeping them safe’ and avoiding family gatherings.” Fauci added, “For my own family, I’m 
saying we had a really great Thanksgiving and Christmas last year. We're looking forward to a really great 


Thanksgiving and Christmas in 2021. Let’s now make the best of the situation and show our love and affection 
for people by keeping them safe.” 

NPR (11/29, Schwartz, 3.12M) reports that in appearance on ABC’s This Week on Sunday, Dr. Fauci said, 
“Ne may see a surge upon a surge,” this holiday season, adding, “We don’t want to frighten people, but thai’s 
jusi the reality. We said that these things would happen as we got into the cold weather and as we began 
traveling, and they've happened.” 

HuffPost (11/27, Blum, 1.67M) reporied the CDC “has warned on its website that despite the loneliness and 
stress of the pandemic, holiday ‘gatherings with family and friends who do not live with you can increase the 
chances of getting or spreading COVID-19 or the flu.” 

Newsweek (11/27, Fink, 1.53M) and the New York Post (11/27, Nelson, 4.57M) also reported on the story. 


Fauci Expects Role In Biden’s Coronavirus Response, Would Consider Cabinet Position. 


McClatchy (11/25, 19K) reported that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “expects a role in the incoming 
administration and would serve in a senior position if called upon by...Joe Biden.” During “an interview with 
McClatchy on Wecnesday, Fauci said he assumes he will stay in his job as director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, a position he has held since 1984,” although “he would ‘seriously consider’ 
serving in another capacity, such as director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or as secretary of 
Health and Human Services, if Biden asked.” Fauci stated, “I’m perfectly comfortable with the role that I’m in, but 
certainly if the president of the United States wants me to do something else, I'd seriously consider it. ... Quite 
frankly, | don’t anticipate that I’m going to be doing anything other than what I'm doing now. But then again, we 
have a president-elect who may have other plans. | don’t know.” 

Additional Sources. The Hill (11/25, Hellmann, 2.98M) reported that Fauci told CSPAN “he would 
‘absolutely’ serve on...Joe Biden’s COVID-19 task force if asked.” Fauci also “said he has been in contact with 
Biden chief of staff Ron Kiain, but added they have not discussed the ‘nuts and bolts’ of the COVID-19 
response.” 


The Washington Times (11/25, Blake, 492K) and the Daily Caller (11/25, Corkery, 716K) also covered the 
story. 


Dr. Fauci And Byron Allen Talk COVID-19 Outlook For Black America. 


The Grio (17/25, Chandler, 132K) reported, “Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) is one of the leading immunologists in the world, serving in the role at the NIH 
institute since 1984.” The Grio spoke with Fauci “to discuss the pandernic outlooks, necessary steps to curtail the 
coronavirus spikes, and much more.” When he was “asked where the nation sits in regards to our handling of the 
pandemic and how best to move forward, Fauci did not mince words,” saying, “Well, we're in a very precarious 
situation in that if you look at the slope, the trajectory of the curve thal’s gone up now in whal | would consider 
the third surge that we’ve had — the first one, as you remember, was in the very early spring in the northeastern 
part of the country, dominated by the New York metropolitan area.” 
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Dr. Anthony Fauci Makes The Case For The Vaccine To Roxbury. 


WBUR-FM Boston (11/25, Mitchell, 49K) reported, “As the promise of a coronavirus vaccine becomes more of a 
reality, not everyone is ready or willing to take a vaccine,” and “recent studies find that people of color are the 
most hesitant right now to take the vaccine.” Rev. Liz Walker, the pastor of Roxbury Presbyterian Church, 
“tapped the nation’s leading experi on the COVID pandemic to make the case to her congregation: Dr. Anthony 
Fauct,” director of the National Institute of Allergy and infectious Diseases. Rev. Walker spoke with WBUR-FM 
“about the event, and how public health officials should work to build trust in communities of color.” 


Take The Vaccine Even If You’ve Already Had Coronavirus, Fauci Says. 


McClatchy (11/27, Wilner, 19K) reported NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci ‘is advising Americans who have 
already had the coronavirus — or suspect that they’ve had it — to take the coming vaccines for it anyway.” Fauci 
“told McClatchy that he doubis previously infected individuals will be restricted from accessing the vaccines, and 
that he has no reason to believe that taking the vaccine will be of harm to those who have already had COVID- 
19.” Fauci said, “The final decision is going to be awaiting both FDA input, because we know that there were a 
certain percentage of the people who were in the original vaccine trial that had evidence they had been 
previously infected. So we need to see what the outcome of those individuals were.” 


Splitting 5 To 4, Supreme Court Backs Religious Challenge To Cuomo’s Virus Shutdown 
Order. 


The New York Times (11/26, Liptak, 18.61M) reported late Wednesday nighi, the US Supreme Court “barred 
restrictions on religious services in New York that Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo had imposed to combat the 
coronavirus” by a vote of 5-4. The article said “Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and the court’s three liberal 
members” dissented. This “order was the first in which the court's newest member, Justice Amy Coney Barrett, 
played a decisive role.” The piece added that this “ruling was at odds with earlier ones concerning churches in 
California and Nevada. in those cases, decided in May and July, the court allowed the states’ governors to 
restrict attendance at religious services.” 

Adadiional Sources. The Wall Street Journal (11/26, A1, Bravin, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) 
reported Cuomo had limited the number of worshipers to 10 people in areas classified as red zones, and to 25 
people in orange zones. 

CBS News (11/26, 3.68M} reported that this ruling came as COVID-19 cases are increasing throughout the 
US. The article said this move “could push New York to reevaluate those resirictions, but it won't have any 
immediate impact since the two groups that sued as a result of the restrictions, the Roman Catholic Church and 
Orthodox Jewish synagogues in Brooklyn and Queens, are no longer subject to them.” 

CNN (11/26, de Vogue, 83.16M) reported that this “case is the latest pitting religious groups against city and 
state officials seeking to stop the spread of Covid-719, and it highlights the impact of Justice Amy Coney Barrett 
on the court.” 

The New York Post (11/28, Moore, 4.57M) reported, “President Trump praised the Suprerne Court's 
decision io temporarily block Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s order to cap religious gatherings at houses of worship in a 
Thanksgiving greeting to his millions of followers on social media.” The article mentioned NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. 


GADB0000001832 


Meanwhile, Steven V. Mazie, the Supreme Court correspondent for the Economist and professor of political 
studies at Bard High School Early College in Manhattan, wrote in the Washington Post (11/26, 14.2M) that while 
“her name appears nowhere in the 33 pages of opinions issued on Thanksgiving eve, Amy Coney Barrett looms 
large in her first consequential vote as a Supreme Court justice.” She “played the decisive role in the court’s 
decision Wednesday to grant requests from Catholics and Orthodox Jews in New York City fo block church and 
synagogue attendance limits in covid-19 hot spots.” Mazie said now that Barrett is on the Court, Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts Jr. is no longer able “to stop a [conservative] majority from overruling local officials as they try to 
combat the coronavirus’s spread.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story were the New York Times (11/26, Liptak, 18.61M)}, Fox News 
(11/26, Aaro, 27.59M), The Hill (11/26, Rowland, 2.98M), Forbes (11/26, McEvoy, 9.71M), and NPR (41/26, 
Diaz, 3.12M). 


Covid Overload: U.S. Hospitals Are Running Out Of Beds For Patients. 


The New York Times (11/27, Ai, Abelson, 18.61M)} reported on its front page that “from New Mexico to 
Minnesota to Florida, hospitals are teeming with record numbers of Covid patients.” Employees “al smaller 
hospitals have had to beg larger medical centers repeatedly to take one more, just one more patient, but many of 
the bigger hospitals have sharply limited the transfers they will accept, their own halls and wards overflowing.” 
Many US “hospital systems are now slammed with a staggering swell of patients, no available beds and 
widening shortages of nurses and dociors. On any single day, some hospitals have had to turn away transfer 
requests for patients needing urgent care or incoming emergencies.” 

Additional Sources. The Wall Street Journal (11/27, A1, Evans, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) 
reported on its front page that the current COVID-19 surge is pushing rural hospitals to their limits, as 
hosplializations have almost doubled nationally this month alone. 

The Washington Post (11/29, A1, Bernstein, 14.2M) reports that “with more than 91,000 covid-19 patients in 
their beds, U.S. hospitals are in danger of buckling beneath the weight of the pandemic and the ongoing needs 
of other sick people.” Finding “doctors, nurses, respiratory technicians and other staff needed to provide care” 
has been challenging “as the pandemic places unprecedented demand on the entire nation simultaneously.” 

The CBS Weekend News = (11/29, story 2, 1:35, Yuccas, 10.48M) reported COVID-19 “hospitalizations hit 
a record high in 33 states, with more than 91,000 patients straining ICUs in places big and small.” Former FDA 


Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said, “There is only going to be 40 million [vaccine] doses available throughout the 
whole month of December.” 

ABC News (11/25, Jacobo, 2.97M)} reported healthcare “workers across the country are pleading with the 
public to follow COVID-19 quidelines as the nation struggles to contain another wave of the virus.” Healthcare 
“workers have been witnessing death and suffering for nearly nine months now, leaving thern burned out and 
with low morale, Dan Meyer, a doctor at Maine Medical Center in Portland, told ABC Portland affiliate WMTW.” 
ABC adds that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci urged “Americans to keep Thanksgiving celebrations as small as 
possible.” 

NPR (11/25, Stone, McMinn, 3.12M) reported, “Hospitals in some of the hardest-hit states are exhausting 
every health care worker, hospital room and piece of equipment to evade the worst-case scenario, when crisis 
plans have to be set in motion and care may have to be rationed.” Although “most places have not officially 
activated crisis standards of care, hospitals are already resorting to workarounds to ‘maximize, to the closest 
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extent possible, the usual standards of care, says” Dr. Dan Hanfling, who served on the crisis standards of care 
committee for the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 


‘A Natural Disaster...In All 50 States’ Is Unfolding Just As Travelers Disperse Nationwide 
After Thanksgiving. 


CNN (41/29, Yan, Holcombe, 83.16M)} reports that “as millions of Americans head home after Thanksgiving, the 
coronavirus could be hitching a ride — threatening to plant seeds of infection across the country as the US on 
Sunday topped more than 100,000 new cases for the 27th consecutive day.” A rise in “new travel-related 
infections could overwhelm hospitals already streiched to capacity.” Megan Ranney, director of the Brown- 
Lifespan Center for Digital Health at Brown University, said, “This is like a natural disaster occurring in all 50 
states at the same time. There are not adequate beds. There are not adequate staff. And because of the lack of 
national preparation, there are still not adequate supplies.” 

Additional Sources. The Washington Post (11/28, Kaplan, 14.2M) reported that “days after millions of 
Americans ignored health guidance to avoid travel and large Thanksgiving gatherings, it’s stil foo soon fo tell 
how many people became infected with the coronavirus over the course of the holiday weekend.” However, “as 
travelers head home to cormmunities already hit hard by the disease, hospitals and health officials across the 
country are bracing for what scientist Dave ©’Connor called ‘a surge on top of a surge.” 

The Wall Street Journal (11/29, Cameron, Sider, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Thanksgiving 
weekend was the busiest time for travel in the US since the pandemic started. 

The Hill (11/29, Budryk, 2.98M) reports, “Public health experts took to the Sunday political shows to warn 
the coronavirus pandemic was likely to worsen in the weeks ahead in the wake of the Thanksgiving holiday.” 
NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said on ABC, “The travel that has been done has been done. ... Having said that, 
we have to be careful now because there almost certainly is going to be an uplick because of whal has 
happened with the travel.” Meanwhile, “White House testing czar Adm. Brett Giroir said the best option for the 
U.S. was to adhere to mask and social distancing protocols.” For his part, “Surgeon General Jerome Adams 
urged Americans to continue complying with public health guidelines as the country prepares to roll out 
coronavirus vaccines in the weeks ahead.” 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonight =) (11/29, lead story, 2:45, 
Liamas, 6.37M), the CBS Weekend News = 
(11/29, lead story, 2:50, Snow, 3.52M), the New York Post (11/29, O'Neill, 4.57M), and STAT (41/29, Joseph, 
24K). 


California Sets Record With Most COVID-19 Hospitalizations Since Pandemic Began. 


The Los Angeles Times (11/29, Lin, 4.64M) reports, “California has more people hospitalized with COVID-19 
than at any time since the pandemic began, an ominous sign that comes as officials warn of further virus spread 
after the long holiday weekend.” The increasing “numbers raise new concerns about hospitals filling up in the 
coming weeks, which has been predicted as coronavirus cases surge to unprecedented levels across the state 
and, particularly, in Los Angeles County.” On Saturday, “there were 7,415 COVID-19 patients in California 
nospitais...according to the latest numbers released by the state, surpassing the previous high of 7,170, set in 
July.” 
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AddRional Sources, The AP (11/29, Dazio} reports more than 1,700 “patients are in intensive care units.” 
The numbers “are expected to rise in the coming days as similar trends are echoed nationally.” 

CNN (14/29, Johnston, 83.18M) says, “California reported 15,674 new Covid-19 cases and 32 new deaths 
on Sunday, bringing the state count to 1,198,934 cases and death toll to 19,121 since the pandemic began, 
according to figures released by the California Department of Public Health (CDPH).” California’s “seven-day 
positivity rate is 6.2%, and the 14 day positivity rate is 6.1%.” 

The Hill (11/29, Bowden, 2.98M)} reports that “just over 13,000 new cases are being recorded every day, 
according to a 7-day average compiled by The New York Times.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle (41/29, Sanchez, Whiting, Arredondo, 2.67M) reports “hospitalizations in 
California have more than doubled in two weeks. The number of peopie in intensive care units due to the 
coronavirus is also near a record.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “warned on ABC’s This Week on Sunday thai 
with holiday gatherings underway desplie heath officers’ pleas, We may see a surge upon a surge.” 

California Department Of Corrections And Rehabilitation Grappling With COVID-19 
Outbreaks, Criticisms. The Los Angeles Times (11/29, Chabria, Winton, 4.64M) reports that “over eight 
months into a pandemic that has been especially virulent in crowded settings, the Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation is still grappling with new outbreaks and old criticisms as the coronavirus continues to surge in 
some ofits 35 prisons.” With a fresh wave of COVID-19 cases hitting California, “some say the corrections 
department has failed to enforce its own policies and protective measures, and worry that further flare-ups could 
wind up filling community hospital beds in places already stressed.” Currently, the department “reports more than 
3,600 active cases of the virus, with six facilities acrass the state having outbreaks with more than 100 cases 
among inmates.” 


Covid Mutations Do Not Appear To Be Helping The Virus Spread More Rapidly, Study Says. 


CNBC (11/26, Meredith, 3.62M) reported, “A global study of more than 12,000 coronavirus mutations has found 
that none of them appear to have made the virus that causes Covid-19 spread more rapidly.” Researchers 
“assessed Covid mutations in over 46,000 samples taken from people in 99 different countries and concluded 
the mutations all appeared io be neutral when it comes to speeding up the virus’ spread.” CNBC added that 
“earlier this year, a much-discussed mutant variant of the coronavirus known as D614G was thought to enhance 
viral transmission,” prompting NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “to warn the newly-discovered variant might help the 
pathogen spread more easily.” The study was published in Nature Communications. 

Adaftional Source. The Hill (11/25, Guzman, 2.98M) reported, “Researchers say they have yet to find 
any evidence common mutations are increasing the virus’s transmissibility.” Lucy van Dorp, professor at 
University College London’s Genetics Institute and a lead researcher of the study, said, “Fortunately, we found 
that none of these mutations are making COVID-19 spread more rapidly, but we need to remain vigilant and 
continue monitoring new mutations, particularly as vaccines get rolled out.” 


Coronavirus: Florida COVID-19 Hospitalizations Climb Past 4,000 For First Time Since Late 
August. 


The Palm Beach (FL) Post (17/28, Persaud, 223K) reports thai “for the first time since late August, the number of 
COVID-19 patients in hospital beds in Florida rose past 4,000 on Sunday.” Florida hospitals “reported Sunday 
afternoon their beds held 4,059 people diagnosed with the deadly respiratory disease, the highest figure since 
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Aug. 28, when hospitals reported 4,003 patients to the Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration.” The 
number “represents aboui 9 percent of about 44,000 beds that are available statewide.” NIAID Director Anthony 
Fauci “issued a warning Sunday...that the increases could go on for some time.” Fauci said, “We may see a 
surge upon a surge. ... We don’t want to frighten people, but that’s just the reality.” 

Additional Source. The South Florida Sun Sentinel (11/29, Bryan, 545K) also reports on the story. 


New York City Reopening Schools For Special-Education Students And Younger Grades. 


The Washington Post (11/29, Balingit, 14.2M)} reports, “New York Mayor Bill de Blasio announced Sunday that 
he would begin to allow the city’s youngest students and those with special needs to return to classrooms 
beginning next week, abandoning a previous plan that forced the entire school system to close 10 days ago and 
marking another disruption in an already challenging school year.” The move “will be accompanied by ramped-up 
coronavirus testing” and “only impacts a fraction of the more than 1 million public school students in New York 
City.” Roughly “two-thirds of families there have opted for full-time virtual learning. Of those who have chosen the 
city’s hybrid option, only prekindergarien through fifth-grade students and special education (District 75) students 
will be permitted to return.” 

AdedRional Sources, Similarly, the New York Times (11/29, A1, Shapiro, 18.61M) reports that “de Blasio 
announced on Sunday that he would reopen public elementary schools, abruptly shifting policy in the face of 
widespread criticism that officials were placing more of a priority on economic activities like indoor dining than the 
well-being of New York City’s children.” The mayor “said middle and high schools would remain closed, but also 
signaled that he would overhaul how the city manages the system during the pandemic.” 

Reuters (11/29, Allen) reports, “New York City’s public schools will begin to reopen for in-person learning on 
Dec. 7, starting with elementary schools for students whose parents agree to a weekly testing regimen for the 
novel coronavirus.” Furthermore, “pre-kindergarten classes will also reopen Dec. 7 alongside elernentary 
schools. Schools thai serve children with special educational needs, known as District 75 schools, will reopen 
Dec. 10. De Blasio said middie schools and high schools would reopen at later dates that had not yet been set.” 


Surgeon General Jerome Adams as saying, “] want io be straight with the American people. Il’s going to get 
worse over the next several weeks.” Meanwhile, NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said, “Close the bars and keep 
the schools open is what we're really saying.” 

CNN (11/29, Elassar, 83.16M) reports, “New York schools will begin phasing out hybrid learning and move 
toward resuming in-person classes...de Blasio said Sunday.” Schools no longer are “required to close when the 
city reaches the 3% test-positivity rate, De Blasio said Sunday.” 

Fox News (11/29, Fordham, 27.59M) reports de Blasio said, “One of the things that’s been very clear is 
folks wanted school to keep moving forward and be open so long as it could be done safely.” Fox News adds 
that “CDC Director Robert Redfield has said that school is among ihe ‘safest’ places for children io be.” 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are NBC Nightly New: Ea (17/29, story 2, 2:45, Snow, 
3.52M), the Wall Street Journal (11/29, Honan, Brody, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Politico New York 
(14/29, Goldenberg, Giambusso)}, and the Intelligencer (41/29, Danner, 1.1M). 


Biden Transition Adds New Members To Coronavirus Task Force. 
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The Hill (41/28, Axelrod, 2.98M) reported “Joe Biden announced Saturday he is adding three new members to 
his transition team’s coronavirus task force as the incoming administration focuses on preparation to tackle the 
coronavirus pandemic.” His transition team “said in a statement that Jane Hopkins, Jil Jim and David Michaels 
are joining the team, which is co-chaired by David Kessler, former Surgeon General Vivek Murthy and Marcella 
Nunez-Smith. The task force is charged with helping Biden...Kamala Harris and the transition cobble together a 
‘yobust and aggressive response to contain the virus.” 

Adaftional Sources. Forbes (11/28, Solender, 9.71M) reported that Biden’s “board is chaired by former 
Food and Drug Administration commissioner Dr. David Kessler...Murthy and Yale University dean Dr. Marcella 


Nunez-Smith, a professor of internal medicine and a health equity researcher.” Hopkins, one of the new 
members, is “a nurse who specializes in mental health and a leader of several nurses unions who immigrated to 
the US. frorn Sierra Leone in 2000.” Meanwhile, “Jil Jim, the executive director of the Navajo Nation Department 
of Health whose leadership, the transition said in a statement, ‘has been essential to the Covid-19 response on 
the Navajo Nation.” In contrast, President Trump's “coronavirus task force primarily consists of political 
appointees, including Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Ben Carson, economic adviser Larry 
Kudlow and National Security Advisor Robert O’Brien, and is 81% white men.” The article mentioned NIAID 
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

The AP (11/29) and the Arizona Republic (11/28, Landers, 869K) also covered the story. 


Beware Of COVID-19 Scams As Vaccine Approaches FDA Approval. 


The AP (11/30, Long} reports the COVID-19 “vaccine inching toward approval in the US. is desperately 
anticipated by weary Americans longing for a path back to normal life.” However, “criminals are waiting, too, 
ready to use that desperation to their advantage, federal investigators say.” Homeland Security investigators are 
aiming “to prepare for the scams that are coming.” Investigators are exarnining “how the vaccine will be 
packaged and getting the message out to field agents, creating a mass database of information from more than 
200 companies, so they can be prepared to spot fakes and crack down on dangerous fraud.” The AP adds that 
HHS “Secretary Alex Azar said the hope is that enough doses are available by the end of January to vaccinate 
adults over age 65...and health care workers.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said it may take until spring or 
summer before anyone who is not high risk and wants a shot can get one.” 


White House Testing Czar Says Americans Who Traveled During Thanksgiving Should Get 
Tested. 


CNN (47/29, Faulk, 83.16M) reports Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Girair on Sunday “said...if you’ve 
done any traveling over the holidays, you should get tested.” Giroir told CNN, “Just remember you've had an 
increased risk of being exposed, so you should decrease unnecessary activities for about a week, and if you can 
get tested in three or five days that’s also a very good idea.” 

Additional Sources. Forbes (11/29, McEvoy, 9.71M) reports Giroir added, “A lot depends on this 
weekend’...deeming it possible that the U.S. could soon reach 4,000 deaths per day.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony 


Fauci and US Surgeon General Jerome Adams “shared similarly dire predictions.” 
The Hill (11/28, Coleman, 2.98M) reports that furthermore, Giroir “promoted mask wearing and social 
distancing on Sunday, saying that ‘testing alone will never solve this issue.” He said, “Unless we can conirol the 
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viral spread, by doing the things like wearing a mask, avoiding indoor crowded spaces, you cannot test your way 
out of this.” 


U.S. Cases Fall, But Officials Warn Of Dire Weeks To Come. 


The Wall Street Journal (41/30, Martin, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that on Sunday, the US 
recorded fewer COVID-19 cases than in days prior. The US added 138,903 cases, which is lower than the 
155,596 cases added the day before. NIAID Director Anthony Fauci is quoted by the Journal. 


International Rollout Of Covid-19 Vaccine On Track For Next Month (Fauci Mention). 


The Financial Times (11/29, Subscription Publication, 1.34M) reports, “The first coronavirus vaccine is on track 
for international deployment within weeks, with health [officials] on both sides of the Atlantic...” 


Obama Says Lives Could Have Been Saved If Trump Hadn’t Disbanded Pandemic Response 
Unit. 


Newsweek (11/26, Walker, 1.53M) reported, “Former President Barack Obama said ‘some lives’ could have 
been saved in the COVID-19 pandemic if President Donald Trump had not disbanded the National Security 
Council's pandemic response unit in 2078.” In addition, he “said the Trump administration had ‘failed miserably’ 
to da the basic tasks of looking after the American people and ensuring they were safe as COVID-19 continues 
to spread across the nation over the Thanksgiving holidays.” The article mentioned NIAID Director Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, 


White House Health Advisor Birx Hopes To Brief Biden Monday On Coronavirus Response. 


CNBC (11/29, Macias, 3.62M) reports, “White House coronavirus response coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx said 
she hopes to brief... Joe Biden’s administration on America’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic on Monday.” 
Birx toid CBS News on Sunday, “| think the one thing that we will be able to bring to the Biden administration in 
that discussion is to understand how they want to see the data.” She “explained that in the past nine months the 
federal government has compiled detailed data used to track and measure the virus, a key component to 
shaping response efforts.” The article mentions HHS Secretary Alex Azar and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


What Plato — And Anthony Fauci —- Can Teach Us About Mask Mandates. 


in a perspective piece for the Washington Post (11/27, 14.2M), David Lay Williams, author and professor of 
political science at DePaul University, wrote, “As covid-19 continues to ravage Americans, there has been a 
growing call from some quarters for a national mask mandate.” For instance, Scott Gottlieb, the former head of 
the Food and Drug Administration, “has called for ‘a limited and temporary national mask mandate’ of two 
months.” However, Willams said that “in an interview last week, Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and infectious Diseases, offered a striking response — given his views on the importance of masks — to 
a question about such a mandate.” Fauci acknowledged “the goal is indeed to get every American io wear a 
mask,” but said “there is reason to ‘shy away from fully endorsing the idea” as “things that come from the 
national level down generally engender a bit of pushback from an already reluctant populace that doesn’t like to 
be tald what to do ... you might wind up having the countereffect of people pushing back even more.” 
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The Promise Of MRNA Vaccines. 


The Scientist (11/25, Kwon, 152K) reported, “Earlier this month, the world finally received some good news about 
COVID-19. interim results from Phase 3 clinical trials revealed that two vaccine candidates — one from the Pfizer 
and BioNTech and another from Moderna-- were more than 90 percent effective.” Along with “sharing what 
appears to be very high efficacy, the vaccines have something else in common: they are both made with 
messenger RNA (mRNA)},.” Earlier in the month, Anthony Fauci, the director of the National institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) told The Washington Post, that “the results for Pfizer and BioNTech’s vaccine 
‘are really quite good, | mean extraordinary.” 


Vaccine Skepticism Emerges As Early Test For Biden. 


The Hill (41/26, Weixel, 2.98M) reported that Joe Biden’s “administration will face an immediate challenge 
persuading a skeptical American public to take a COVID-19 vaccine when one becomes widely available.” Public 
health experts, “including the nation’s top infectious disease expert Anthony Fauci, say at least 70 percent of the 
U.S. population will need to take the vaccine to control the virus in such a way that future outbreaks will be easily 
managed, and iife can get back to normal.” However, “public opinion polling shows only a slim majority of 
Americans are willing to trust a first-generation vaccine. Those numbers are significantly lower among Black and 
Latino respondents — two of the hardest hit demographics.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said on Tuesday, “The 
president and | have been clear that politics would play no role in the development, the manufacture or the 
distribution or approval of a vaccine.” 


Should Isolation Periods Be Shorter For People With Covid-19? 


The New York Times (11/29, Mandavilll, 18.61M) reports people with COVID-19 “are most infectious about two 
days before symptoms begin and for five days afterward, according to a new analysis of previous research.” 
Meanwhile, the “few patients who are extremely ill or have impaired immune systems may expel - or ‘shed!’ ~ the 
virus for as long as 20 days, other studies have suggested.” This “accumulating data presents a quandary: 
Should public health officials shorten the recommended isolation time if it means more infected people will 
cooperate? Or should officials opt for longer periods in order to prevent transmission in virtually all cases, even if 
doing so takes a harsher toll on the economy?” 

Additional Sources. The Wall Street Journal (11/26, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported the CDC 
is finalizing iis recommendations to shorten the self-quarantine period for someone who has been exposed to the 
coronavirus with the hopes the measure will encourage more Americans to comply, said a top agency official, 

CNBC (11/25, Higgins-Dunn, 3.62M) reported the CDC is expected to shorten the recommended two-week 
quarantine period to between 7 to 10 days. CDC Director Robert Redfield “said in late October that those 
guidelines were made when diagnostic testing wasn’t as readily available as itis today.” A “shorier quarantine 
period could make it easier for people to follow the CDC’s recommendations since most people were likely 
shortening the two-week period on their own...said” former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb. Furthermore, 
NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “told ABC News’ ‘Good Morning America’ on Wednesday that a two-week 
quarantine makes people reluctant to gel tested for Covid-19 because a positive result could put thern out of 
work.” 
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The Washington Examiner (11/25, Brest, 448K) reported Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Giroir 
“said health officials were rethinking that recommendation, citing ‘a preponderance of evidence that a shorter 
quarantine complemented by a test might be able fo shorten that quarantine period.” 


COVID-19 Vaccines’ Scary Side Effects Must Not Be Dismissed. 


Cheryl K. Chumiey wrote in a Washington Times (11/26, 492K) op-ed that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“may be pressing for ‘as many people as possible’ to get vaccinated — Bill Gates may be on a ‘quest to vaccinate 
the world,’ as The New York Times put il in a headline.” However, “American citizens should know: The side 
effects from the coming COVID-19 vaccines are proving pretty freaking substantial.” 


Fauci Warns Of Worsening Pandemic As Trump Peddles Election Delusions On Fox News. 


Edwin Rios writes for Mother Jones (11/29, 881K} that on Sunday, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci warned “the 
worst was yet to come with the coronavirus pandemic, with the U.S. potentially facing a ‘surge superimposed 
upon the surge that we're already in’ after the Thanksgiving holidays.” His “bleak prediction comes at the end of 
a month in which more than 4.1 million Americans were infected with Covid-19 and more than 25,000 died.” 
Fauci told NBC News, “I don’t want to frighten people, except to say it is not too late to do something about this.” 


‘Going To Get Worse’: WH COVID Task Force Members Warn Of Post-Thanksgiving Surge. 


Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (11/29, 260K) that “several members of the White House 
coronavirus task force issued dire warnings on Sunday as they anticipated increasing rates of COVID-19 cases 
as a result of Thanksgiving travel.” For instance, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “told MSNBC that the task 
force expects a ‘surge superimposed upon that surge thai we're already in’ in the coming weeks.” Meanwhile, on 
CBS News, Dr. Deborah Birx “warned that the country is ‘entering this post-Thanksgiving surge with three, four 
and 10 times as much disease across the country’ compared to the ‘second wave’ heading into Memorial Day 
weekend.” 


WH COVID Task Force: Don’t Let Guard Down Just Because Vaccine Is In Sight. 


Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (141/28, 260K} that “while expressing optimism over COVID- 
19 vaccine developments, White House coronavirus task force members on Sunday urged the public to continue 
practicing measures that help reduce the spread of COVID-19 as they warned that infection rates are likely to 
surge in light of Thanksgiving-related travel.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, Admiral 
Breit Giroir and US Surgeon General Dr. Jerome Adams. 


Up To 87 Million Workers Could Lose Access To Paid Leave Next Month If Congress 
Doesn’t Pass Another Coronavirus Relief Package. 


Joseph Zeballos-Roig writes for Business Insider (11/29, 3.67M) that “millions of workers couid lose access to 
paid sick and family leave if Congress does not pass another coronavirus relief package by the end of the year, 
Politico reported on Sunday.” As many as “87 million workers could be stripped of the benefit which lawmakers 
approved earlier this year, according to the National Parinership for Women and Families. A lapse in the 
measure could increase the hardship many workers already face in the winter as new virus cases blanket the 
US.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 
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Top Health Officials Agree Americans Who Traveled For Thanksgiving Should Get Tested. 
But This Is Where They Differ. 


CNN (11/28, Duster, Thomas, 83.16M) reports that on Sunday, top US health officials “called on Americans to 
get tested for coronavirus after Thanksgiving travel as an imporiant measure to help mitigate the virus’ spread 
amid a surge in US cases.” However, “when ii came to whether individuals should quarantine or isolate, and for 
how long, responses from the nation’s leading experts differed.” CNN adds, “Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. 
Brett Giroir told CNN’s Dana Bash on ‘State of the Union’ that itis ‘not recommended to have a quarantine after 
travel unless you've had a direct exposure to a person with Covid for 15 minutes in close contact.” However, 
NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “went a step further, encouraging individuals returning from travel to 
quarantine, if possible, to mitigate the spread.” Additionally, “US Surgeon General Jerome Adams said those 
who gathered for Thanksgiving can stil isolate and get tested.” 

Additional Source. CNN (11/30, 83.16M) also reports. 


Fauci Said Authorities Should ‘Close The Bars And Keep The Schools Open’ To Cut Down 
On Coronavirus Infection Spread. 


John L. Dorman writes for Business Insider (11/29, 3.67M) that on Sunday, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
said “bars should be closed as a way to help localities reduce the spread of COVID-19 infections, allowing 
children to safely return to their classrooms.” Fauci told ABC News, “Close the bars and keep the schools open. 
... Obviously, you don’t have one size fits all. But as | said in the past, the default position should be to try as besi 
as possible within reason to keep the children in school, or to get them back to school.” 

Additional Source. Slate (11/29, Politi, 1.58M) also covers the story. 


Despite Pandemic Shutdowns, Cancer Doesn’t Take A Break. 


The New York Times (11/30, Brody, 18.61M) reports, “In the early months of the pandemic, millions of people 
heeded warnings and fears about contracting the coronavirus and avoided, or couldn’t even get, in-person 
medical visits and cancer screenings, allowing newly developed cancers to escape detection and perhaps 
progress unimpeded.” NCI Director Dr. Norman E. Sharpless “warned in June that missed routine screenings 
could lead to 10,000 or more excess deaths from breast and colorectal cancers within the next decade.” 
Meanwhile, “Dr. David E. Cohn, chief medical officer at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer 
Center, said that in the early months of the pandemic ‘we experienced a significant decline in new patients. ... 
This could result in a delayed diagnosis, more complex care and potentially a worse outcome.” 


Biden’s Other Health Crisis: A Resurgent Drug Epidemic. 


Politico (11/28, Goldberg, Ehley, 4.29M) reported “Joe Biden, long viewed as a drug policy hawk during his four 
decades in the Senate, is signaling a different approach fo confronting a still-raging drug addiclion epidemic 
made worse by the pandemic.” He “has stocked his team with addiction experts with extensive backgrounds in 
public health,” and is expected to “emphasize new funding for substance abuse treatment and prevention, while 
calling to eliminate jail time for drug use.” This is “a departure from his tough-on-crime approach as a senator — 
and from President Donald Trump's frequent focus on a law enforcement response to the drug crisis, which 
experts said undercut necessary public health measures.” The article quoted Dr. Nora Voikow, Director of the 
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National Instttute on Drug Abuse, as saying, “Since the pandemic hit we have not been able to control the opioid 
epidemic. ... Our vulnerabilities have just gotten worse.” 


Tumor Characteristics In ‘Exceptional Responders’ May Point To Therapies For Others. 


Reuters Health (11/29, Carroll) reporis, “A molecular analysis of tumors from patients who had exceptionally 
good responses to cancer treatments has helped researchers identify potential targets for patients who don't 
respond as well to standard therapies, researchers say.” Specifically, “in a study of tumors from more than 100 
exceptional responders, the study team identified genetic and microenvironment changes, many of which 
revealed plausible mechanisms for the response that could be exploited in the fulure, according to the report 
published in Cancer Cell.” The director of the National Cancer Instituie’s Center for Cancer Genomics, Dr. Louis 
Staudt, said, “The major take home message from this study is that one can understand exceptional responses 
by molecular analysis of tumors.” 


Scientists Are Aiming To Launch A Nationwide Trial ‘As Soon As Possible’ To Find Out If 
The Top Coronavirus Vaccines Can Stop The Virus From Spreading. 


Business Insider (11/27, Dunn, 3.67M) reported, “Leading vaccine researchers are hoping to launch an 
ambitious study as soon as possible to answer a4 crucial question about coronavirus vaccines: can they stop the 
spread of the novel virus.” Virologist Dr. Larry Corey from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center toid 
Business Insider, “We have no knowledge about whether it prevents you from actually acquiring the infection at 
all.” Principal director at the National Cancer Institute and a member of the ACTIV working group Dr. Douglas 
Lowy said that “information on how the vaccines affect the spread of the virus would help us figure out what 
proportion of the population needs to be vaccinated in order to halt the coronavirus’ spread.” 


NCI’s Dr. Peter L. Choyke Discusses Prostate Cancer Imaging Developments. 


OncLive (11/25) reported, “Peter L. Choyke, MD, FACR, chief, Molecular Imaging Branch, senior investigator, 
head, Imaging Section, National Cancer Institute, discusses recent developments in imaging for prostate 
cancer.” Choyke said that “for a number of years, imaging modalities for prostate cancer weren't particularly 
intriguing diagnostic tools.” Choyke explained that “recenily, however, numerous novel PET agents have 
dramatically improved the sensitivity for detecting metastatic or recurrent sites of prostate cancer.” 


Machine Learning Tool Accurately Detects COVID-19 On X-Rays. 


Health IT Analytics (41/25, Kent) reported, “A machine learning tool was able to detect COVID-19 in x-ray 
images about ten times faster and one to six percent more accurately than specialized thoracic radiologisis, 
according to a study (11/24, Wehbe, 6K) published in Radiology.” According to Health IT Analytics, “machine 
learning and Al have played a large role in improving medical imaging analytics during the pandemic.” In August, 
the “NIH launched the Medical Imaging and Data Resource Center (MIDRC), [a] project to leverage Al and 
medical imaging to enhance COVID-19 detection and treatment.” This “effort is led by the National Institute of 
Biomedical imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB).” 


How Trump’s Vaccine Effort Produced Results At “Warp Speed” (NIH Mention). 
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The Financial Times (11/26, Subscription Publication, 1.34M) reported, “Sitting in the shadow of the brutalist 
heaith department building in Washington, with only a leather jacket for protection against an...” 


HHS Is Looking For Your Pandemic Success Stories. 


HealthLeaders Media (71/24, Plunkett, 119K} reported, “Hundreds, if not thousands, of clinicians, facility 
engineers, healthcare systems and other care providers have been forced to get creative in order to deal with the 
rapidly evolving COVID-19 pandemic.” HHS is interested in their “success stories.” The depariment and CMS 
have “published a request for information on ‘Effective and innovative Approaches/Best Practices in Health Care 
in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.” The department “seeks to gain a comprehensive understanding of the 
impact of changes adopied by health care systems and health care providers in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.” The piece mentioned the NIH. 


A Decade Of Success: CAR-T Pioneers Reflect On Past, Look Toward Future. 


Healio (11/24, Amorosi, 28K) reported, “Ten years ago, researchers at NCI reported use of CD19-directed 
chimeric antigen receptor T-cell therapy that successfully induced remission in a patient with follicular 
lyrnphoma.” Now, “a decade later, with three commercially available products on the market and hundreds more 
in development, CAR T-cell therapy has evolved into one of the most promising treatments for poor-prognosis 
patients with hematologic malignancies,” and “the rapid progress is hard to fathom even for those directly 
involved in the fleld’s early success.” James N. Kochenderfer, MD, senior investigator in the surgery branch of 
NCI and co-author of the case study published in 2010, Michel Sadelain, MD, PhD, director of Center for Cell 
Engineering at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Elizabeth J. Shpall, MD, professor and chair ad interim 
of the department of stem cell transplantation and cellular therapy and director of the cell therapy laboratory and 
cord blood bank at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, and Sattva S. Neelapu, MD, professor 
and deputy chair of the department of lymphoma/myeloma in the division of cancer medicine at The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, all discussed CAR-T with Cell Therapy Next. 


Getting Together For The Holidays? This Website Will Help You See How Risky Your Plans 
Are. 


CNN (11/25, Langmaid, 83.16M) reported, “With the end of the year fast approaching, a new tool sponsored by 
the National Institutes of Health may be helpful in keeping holiday gatherings — or any other meeting — as safe 
and as coronavirus-free as possible.” This “Safer-Covid tool assigns a score based on the risk level associated 
with a given activity,” and “was created with funding from the National Institutes of Health,” using “data from 
sources including the US Department of Health and Human Services and the Covid Tracking Project.” 


The FDA Has Approved The First Drug To Treat The Rapid-Aging Disease Progeria. 


Science News (11/25, Wilke, 342K) reporied, “The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved a treatment 
that could give children with a rare genetic illness that causes premature aging more time to live.” On November 
20, the FDA announced that “the newly approved drug, called Zokinvy, is the first and only approved treatment 
for progeria and certain related syndromes.” Tom Mistell, “a cell biologist at the National Cancer Institute in 
Bethesda, MD, who was not involved with work on the drug,” said that itis a “testament to the power of basic 
research.” 
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Three Gears Of ‘Operation Warp Speed’ On The COVID-19 Journey. 


Contributor Peter A. McCullough wrote in The Hill (11/25, 2.98M)} that “the missing element of our pandemic 
response musi be early treatment of the infection, before it can spread to others and create such severe 
symptoms to warrant hospitalization.” McCullough explained that the NIH, the US FDA, “and big pharma have 
produced no oral therapies for patients to take at home to lessen the intensity and duration of symptoms or 
reduce the chances of hospitalization and death.” He added, “The lack of investment, execution of large-scale 
clinical trials, and implementation of available oral medications in a sequenced regimen, conceptualized by 
doctors in early April, was responsible for the greatest amount of human suffering and death in our nation’s 
history.” 


Game-Changing MSU Research Aiming To Produce Pharmaceuticals More Quickly Gets A 
$1.7 Million Grant. 


The Sidney (MT) Herald (41/25, 9K) reported, “An organic chemist focusing on metal catalysts is the latest 
Montana State University researcher to have their work recognized and funded through a National institutes of 
Health program with an emphasis on investigating broad scientific questions.” Assistant professor Sharon 
Neufeidt, “in the Depariment of Chemistry and Biochemistry in MSU’s College of Letters and Science, received 
the Maximizing Investigators’ Research Award through the NIH’s National Institute of General Medical Sciences 
in September to support her fundamental research into developing and increasing the efficiency of organic 
chemical reactions.” 


Health & Medical News 
HHS Clarifies Reporting Requirements For Healthcare Providers Which Received COVID-19 
Aid. 

RevCycle Intelligence (11/27, LaPointe) reported that “HHS is addressing Provider Relief Fund reporting 
requirements that have left recipients questioning how they can spend the financial aid from the federal 
government.” Recently, the “department clarified in several Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) published on the 
HHS website...that expenses for capital equipment and inveniory ‘may be fully expensed only in cases where the 
purchase was direcily related to prevent, prepare for and respond to the coronavirus.” This means providers 
“can use aid from the Provider Relief Fund to cover the expenses of ventilators and other intensive care unit 
equipment they needed to respond to the public health emergency.” In addition, they can use it “to cover the 
costs of masks, face shields, and other personal proteclive equipment, including disinfectant supplies.” 


Facing Losses Of Up To $25B, New York State Hospitals Ask Congress For More COVID-19 
Assistance. 


The Albany (NY) Times Union (411/29, Munson, 457K) reports that according to an analysis conducted on behalf 
of “the Healthcare Association of New York State by Kaufman, Hall & Associates, LLC...from March 2020 
through April 2021, New York hospitals collectively will see up to $25 billion in losses and new expenses due to 
the COVID-19 response. That’s about a quarter of their annual patient service revenue.” Therefore, hospitals in 
the state “are asking Congress for more help on top of the $9 billion in direct federal payments they've already 
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received, according to ihe Healthcare Association of New York State.” The article mentions that HHS has 
distributed billions in COVID-19 aid to healthcare providers. 


CDC: US Has Seen 265,166 COVID-19 Deaths. 


Reuters (11/29) reports the CDC “on Sunday reported a iotal 13,142,997 cases of new coronavirus, an increase 
of 143,333 from its previous count, and said the number of deaths had risen by 1,210 to 265,166.” 


Congress Facing More Pressure To Provide States With More Aid For COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution. 


CNN (41/29, Reston, 83.16M) reports, “With federal health officiais meeting this week to make crucial decisions 
about who they will recommend to get the coronavirus vaccine first,” there is increasing pressure “on Congress 
to step back into the governing role that they have abdicated and strike an agreement not only on the expiring 
aid for struggling Americans, but also the dollars needed by cash-strapped states to ensure the vaccine is 
equitably and effectively distributed.” As COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations surge, “much attention has 
focused on encouraging news about the efficacy of three vaccine candidates, and Pfizer's application to the 
Food and Drug Administration for emergency use authorization — with a decision expected within weeks of a 
December 10 meeting of a key FDA committee.” Yel, “enormous logistical and readiness hurdles remain within 
the 50 states given their variations in geography and weather.” 


Millions Of Workers Could Lose Access To Paid Leave As COVID-19 Cases Surge. 


Politico (11/29, Mueller, 4.29M) reports, “Tens of millions of workers stand io lose access to federally mandated 
paid sick and family leave at the end of December, compounding the hardship over the surging pandemic for 
American families.” The article says a relief package passed “in March required many employers to provide 
workers with two weeks of coronavirus-related sick leave at full pay and up tc 12 weeks of family and medical 
leave to care for family members at two-thirds pay. Researchers estimate this covered half the U.S. workforce.” 
However, “those provisions — which cost about $105 billion ~ are slated to expire at the end of the year, along 
with expanded unemployment insurance and other policies, meaning that as many as 87 million public and 
private sector workers could be deprived of the benefit.” Meanwhile, COVID-19 “cases and deaths are spiking, 
farcing many communities to roll back business and school reopenings.” 


Schumer Says $30B In Federal Funding Is Required To Distribute COVID-19 Vaccine. 
Reuters (11/29, Satter) reports that on Sunday, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) said “$30 billion 
in federal funds was needed to distribute the COVID-19 vaccine as legislative negotiations over an economic 
relief bill remain stalled.” He is quoted as saying, “This is a huge crisis and we need big relief.” 

The New York Daily News (11/29, Guse, 2.52M) also covers the story. 


New York Governor Says States Are Broke And Need More Federal Aid To Distribute 
COVID-19 Vaccine. 


CNBC (11/25, 3.62M) reported that on Friday, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) “urged the federal government 
to provide funding to distribute a coronavirus vaccine, saying states currently don’t have the money.” Cuomo 
said, “The states are broke. ... Washington never approved the state and local funding. They estirnate that the 
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cost to the stales to distribute a vaccine...$8 billion. So far, the government provided $200 million.” The article 
added that an HHS spokesperson “told CNBC that the agency is working to ‘secure and distribute additional 
funding to jurisdictions for calendar year 2021 and beyond.” 


Research Suggests Expiring State Eviction Bans Tied To Over 430,000 COVID-19 Cases, 
More Than 10,000 Deaths. 


CNBC (11/27, Nova, 3.62M) reported, “Expiring state eviction bans have led to hundreds of thousands of 
additional coronavirus cases, new research finds, raising alarm about what will happen when the national 
eviction moratorium lapses next month.” Researchers “found that lifling stale moratoriums and allowing eviction 
proceedings to continue caused as many as 433,700 excess cases of Covid-19 and 10,700 additional deaths in 
the U.S. between March and September.” The researchers’ findings were “not yet published in a journal but” 
were set to “be available online Monday.” 


Expert Says US Is “Rounding The Corner Into A Calamity” Amid Pandemic. 


CNN (11/28, Maxouris, 83.16M) reported that “as Thanksgiving week draws to an end, more experts are warning 
the Covid-19 pandemic will likely get much worse in the coming weeks before a possible vaccine begins to offer 
some relief.” Based on “current Covid-19 numbers in the US, the country ts far from rounding the corner, [Dr. 
Leana Wen, an emergency medicine physician and a visiting professor at George Washington University Milken 
Institute School of Public Health] said.” Wen added, “If anything, we are rounding the corner into a calamity.” 
Meanwhile, Dr. Jonathan Reiner, a professor of medicine at George Washington University, “predicted 
Wednesday the country’s daily death toll would likely double in 10 days, and soon see ‘close to 4,000 deaths a 
day.” 

Food Processing Plants In Wisconsin Tied To More Coronavirus Infections Than Previously 
Disclosed, Data Indicate. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (11/25, Perez, 632K) reported, “Wisconsin food processing planis have been 
linked to more COVID-19 cases than had been previously disclosed, including four deaths associated with a 
Green Bay facility, government data obtained by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel” indicate. JBS Packerland in 
Green Bay “has been linked to at least 417 people who have tested positive, 69 more than previously reported 
by authorities.” Four fatalities, “including two JBS workers, have been tied to the plant.” Meanwhile, “in the same 
city, American Foods Group has been linked to 366 cases, more than the previously-reported 241.” 


Minnesota Adds 57 COVID-19 Fatalities, 8,953 Cases. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (11/29, Hyait, 1.04M) says, “Minnesota is reporting 57 new deaths and 8,953 new 
coronavirus cases, the state Health Department said Sunday morning.” Minnesota’s “one-day count of new 
cases came ona very high volume of about 88,790 newly completed tests.” So far, the state has seen "312,969 
total positive cases, 16,643 hospitalizations and 3,578 deaths.” 


Number Of COVID-19 Fatalities Tied To US Long-Term Care Facilities Now Exceeds 100,000. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/25, Kamp, Mathews, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported the number of 
COVID-19 fatalities tied to long-term care facilities in the US now exceeds 100,000. 
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Maryland Adds 1,999 COVID-19 Cases, 23 Fatalities. 


The Baltimore Sun (17/29, Davis, 1.33M) says, “Maryland on Sunday reported 1,999 new cases of the 
coronavirus and 23 more deaths as the state’s hospitals continue to accept more COVID-19 positive patients into 
their intensive care units.” The new cases “bring the state’s total number of cases of COVID-19..10 196,447. The 
state has had 4,470 deaths due to the disease or complications from it.” 


Arizona Reports Over 3,200 COVID-19 Cases, 10 Fatalities. 


The Arizona Republic (11/28, Curtis, 869K) says, “Arizona reported more than 3,200 new COVID-19 cases and 
10 new known deaths on Sunday as hospital trends continued to worsen.” The ongoing rise “in cases and 
hospitalizations comes as Arizona’s health sysiern tries to handle the pressures of a new COVID-19 wave.” 
Marjorie Bessel, chief clinical officer for Phoenix-based Banner Health, said on Tuesday, “Our forecast tool 
paints a very dark winter for us ahead. So | ask all of you to think about the mitigation that you can do to help us 
reduce this forecasting.” 


Kentucky Adds 2,803 COVID-19 Cases, 11 Fatalities. 


The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (11/29, Austin, 368K) reports, “Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D) announced 
2,803 new coronavirus cases Sunday, bringing the state’s total to 176,925." Furthermore, there were “14 
additional deaths related to the virus. Kentucky has reported 1,896 pandemic-related deaths since March.” On 
Sunday, “there were 1,709 Kentuckians hospitalized with COVID-19.. including 407 patients in intensive care 
units and 218 on ventilators.” 


New Jersey Reports 3,851 COVID-19 Cases, 13 Fatalities As Hospitalizations Rise. 


NJ News (11/29, Arco, 1.72M) says, “New Jersey reported another 3,851 cases of the coronavirus Sunday and 
13 additional deaths as Gov. Phil Murphy (D) called on residents to continue to ‘take this pandemic seriously.” It 
is “the second time in as many days there were fewer than 4,000 new cases reported after exceeding that 
number for 10 of the past 15 days.” New Jersey “officials didn’t immediately say how many tests were 
administered over Thanksgiving and the rest of the weekend and whether it was fewer than normal because of 
the holidays.” The amount “of people hospitalized ticked up slightly Saturday for the second day in a row after 
dropping slightly from a new high on Tuesday not seen since May.” 


US Cities Again Experiencing Rise In Coronavirus Cases. 


The Washington Post (11/26, Shammas, Guarino, Dupree, 14.2M) reported that “with new coronavirus cases 
surging beyond the springtime peak, Chicago is now hunkering down.” Across the US, “the picture is similar. 
Major metropolitan areas were the face of the pandemic before being overtaken by spikes in less-populated 
parts of the country in September.” Since then, however, “the nation’s worst outbreaks have been concentrated 
in rural parts of the Upper Midwest.” Still, “dramatic increases have been reported in many major U.S. cities in 
recent weeks, with some being hit harder than they were during their previous peaks.” 


Sheriff's Deputies Shut Down Party With 400 Attendees In Manhattan. 
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The New York Times (11/29, Zaveri, 18.61M) reports sheriff's deputies “arrived at a building in Midtown 
Manhattan jusi before 3 a.m. on Saturday and found almost 400 people drinking and partying inside. Few were 
wearing face masks.” Deputies “shut the party down and arrested four people.” According to the Times, “The 
episode reflected the way thal, despite the onset of a second wave of the coronavirus, people are continuing to 
gather at large events in New York City in violation of public health safeguards.” 


Michigan Governor Urges Legislators To Approve $100M COVID-19 Relief Plan. 


The AP (11/28) reported, “Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) wants state legislators to approve a $100 million 
COVID-19 relief plan when they return to session during December.” Whitmer “sent a letter to leaders of the 
Republican-controlled Legislature asking for the state-based stimulus program that she said ‘will provide direct 
financial support to the families and small businesses that have been hit hardest by the pandemic.” The 
governor “also asked lawmakers to permanently extend longer-lasting unemployment benefits.” 


Pandemic Pushing Mothers Out Of Labor Pool, UN Study Says. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/26, Hookway, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported the pandemic is pushing 
mothers out of the global labor pool, possibly damaging the economic prospects of women for many years, a 
study from the United Nations says. 


Opinion: Constitution Does Not Allow Many COVID-19 Restrictions. 


David Rivkin Jr. and Lee Casey, who practice appellate and consiitutional law in Washington, wrote in an opinion 
piece for the Wall Street Journal (11/27, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) that the US government does not have 
unlimited powers during an emergency, and the Constitution does not permit multiple COVID-19 measures taken 
during the pandemic. 


Testing Wastewater May Offer A Way To Detect Early Signs Of Community Coronavirus 
Outbreaks, Researchers Say. 


The New York Times (11/24, Tingley, 18.61M) reported, “People infected with the coronavirus may shed 
extremely high amounts of virus in their stool even before they show symptoms — if they ever do — suggesting 
that testing wastewater may offer health officials a way to spot budding community outbreaks early, researchers 
have found.” The researchers “compared coronavirus concentrations in sewage from an urban treatment facility 
in Massachusetts with Covid-19 cases in the same area and found that changes in coronavirus levels in 
wastewaier preceded rises and falls in positive test results by four to 10 days.” The “study has yet to be peer- 
reviewed.” 


US Prisons Struggling To Control Coronavirus’ Spread. 


The Wall Street Journal (41/27, Ansari, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported US prisons are still struggling 
fo control the spread of coronavirus. COVID-79 is still spreading widely in facilities, despite measures meant to 
control it. 


Oregon Mink Farm Facing COVID-19 Outbreak. 
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Forbes (11/29, 9.71M) contributor Bruce Lee writes that COVID-19 “oulbreaks have been occurring on mink 


farms. And on Friday, the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) announced that a mink farm in Oregon is the 
latest one in the U.S. to have such an outbreak.” The USDA National Veterinary Service Laboratory “has 
confirmed that all 10 samples submitted by the ODA from the Oregon farm were indeed positive for SARS-CoV- 
2.” Now, “the entire farm is under quarantine or isolation. No one is leaving the farm to mix with others anytime 
soon.” 


Columnist: 2022 Will Not Look Like 2019 Due To Pandemic. 


Washington Post (11/29, 14.2M) columnist Megan McArdle writes that “for all the talk of a ‘return to normal,’ 
large chunks of the old normal are due for a post-covid-19 rethink.” McArdie says “the more i think about it, the 
more | think I'm talking about practically everything’ will need to be changed following the pandemic. McArdle 
concludes, “The only thing ?m quite sure of is that 2022 won't look quite like 2019 — or anything else that any one 
person can now imagine.” 


United Begins Carrying Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine On Charter Flights. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/27, Sider, Loftus, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported United Airlines flew its 
first charter flights carrying Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine dases on Friday in preparation for moving shipments 
quickly once it receives FDA approval. Pfizer also has cold storage prepared at its final assembly facilities in 
Michigan and Belgium and is expanding capacity at plants in Wisconsin and Germany. 

NBC Nightly News © (11/28, story 3, 2:40, Diaz-Balart, 6.05M) reported United Airlines completed “its first 
charter cargo flighi to the US, from Brussels to Chicago,” carrying a shipment of Pfizers COVID-19 vaccine. 
United also shipped “more than seven tons of dry ice to keep them cold, all ahead of FDA approval.” United 
stated it “will support a vaccine distribution effort on a global scale.” For its part, the Federal Aviation 
Administration stated it was “supporting the first mass air shipment of a vaccine.” For example, FAA approved 
United’s request “to carry 15,000 pounds of dry ice per flight,” NBC Nightly News reported, which is “five times 
more than usually permitted.” 

NBC Nightly New Ea (11/28, story 3, 2:40, Diaz-Balart, 6.05M) added advisers to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention “called an emergency meeting for Tuesday to vote on who should be the first io get a 


vaccine,” though “it will be up to states to decide who gets the vaccine first.” 

Among other sources covering the story were The Hill (11/28, Deese, 2.98M}, USA Today (11/29, Weise, 
Aspegren, 10.31M), Newsweek (77/30, Cannon, 1.53M), the New York Post (1 1/27, Htaliano, 4.57M}, and Fox 
News (11/27, Deabler, 27.59M). 

American Airlines Prepares For Vaccine Carge Flights. ABC News (11/28, Deliso, 2.97M) reported 
American Airlines said last week it has started test flights between Miami and South America for future carga 
operations related to vaccines. American stated it has a “network of team members that specialize in 
temperature-critical shipments” and will work with FAA on “regulations governing shipments transported with dry 
ice.” 

FAA Supports First Air Shigment Of Coronavirus Vaccine. CNN (11/27, Wallace, Cullinane, 
83.16M) reporied the Federal Aviation Administration confirmed that it has supported the first mass air shipment 
of COVID-19 vaccine. The agency stated Friday, “As a result of the historic pace of vaccine development through 
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Operation Warp Speed and careful logistics planning, the FAA today is supporting the first mass air shipment of 
a vaccine.” 


US Hospitals Struggling To Decide How Best To Distribute Potential COVID-19 Vaccines 
Among Healthcare Workers. 


Bloomberg (11/27, LaVite, 4.73M} reported, “Large hospital systems are grappling with how best to decide which 
health-care workers will be vaccinated first for Covid-19, a daunting task when it’s unclear which shots they'll get, 
how many and when they'll arrive.” Federal officials “have signaled that health-care workers and older Americans 
at high risk should be vaccinated as step one in what could sei off months of fraught decisions involving other 
key priority groups.” However, “following those initial guidelines could prove difficult. With 21 million health-care 
workers in the U.S., there almost certainly won’t be enough doses to reach them all at once.” 


Demand For Coronavirus Vaccine Said To Present Major Dilemma For Governments. 


Politico (11/27, Heath, Paun, 4.29M) reported that “for much of 2021, demand for the coronavirus vaccine will 
outstrip supply, presenting a massive dilemma for governments, which must decide who gets the vaccine first or 
early, and who must wait.” For example, the US’ Operation Warp Speed vaccine program “plans to distribute 6.4 
million doses of a Pfizer/BiaNTech vaccine within 24 hours of regulatory clearance. But even this initial effort to 
immunize front-line health-care workers risks wasted doses, and that’s just Step 1, in one country.” 


Hospitals Deploy Antibody Drugs To Treat Patients With COVID-19 Even As Their 
Effectiveness Remains Unclear. 


NPR (11/25, Harris, 3.42M) reported, “More than 2,400 hospitals and related facilities have received their first 
doses of new drugs that are designed to keep mild to moderately ill COVID-19 patients out of the hospital.” 
However, “il’s not clear how much the drugs will help these patients ~ and whether the medicines will reduce the 
demand for hospital beds.” The FDA “has granted emergency authorization to two monocional antibody 
formulations — bamlanivimab, produced by Ell Lilly, and a two-antibocy combination developed by Regeneron,” 
which “are supposed to prevent the coronavirus from invading cells.” 


India Regulators Not Halting AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine Trial As They Investigate Shot 
Reaction. 


Reuters (11/29, Rocha) reporis, “The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is assisting an inquiry into an 
alleged adverse reaction during Asirazeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine trial, but has found no reason io recommend 
halting it, a senior official ai the regulator said on Sunday.” ICMR Epidemiology and Communicable Diseases 
head Samiran Panda said, “There was no immediate cause of concern at this stage. ... It doesn’t mean that long 
term assessment will not happen, itis stil happening. | am aware of the activily.” 


CEO Says AstraZeneca May Perform An Additional Global Trial Of Its COVID-19 Vaccine 


Candidate In Light Of Questions. 


Bloomberg (11/26, Ring, Paton, 4.73M) reported, “AstraZeneca Ple’s Covid-19 vaccine looks like i's headed for 
an additional global irial as the drugmaker tries to clear up uncertainty and confusion surrounding favorable 
results in ils current study.” The drugmaker “wants the new test to confirm the 90% efficacy rate that the shot 
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showed in a portion of an existing trial, Chief Executive Officer Pascal Soriot said.” The company is “favoring that 
option rather than adding an arm to a separate study thal’s already underway in the U.S.” 

Reuters (11/26, Contractor, Ravikumar, Smout, Ghosh) reported that this “news comes as AstraZeneca 
faces questions about its success rate that some experts say could hinder its chances of getting speedy US. 
and EU regulatory approvai.” 

CNBC (171/26, Turak, 3.62M) reported, “AstraZeneca and the University of Oxford are defending the results 
and methods used in their phase three vaccine trials on the back of criticism from experts in the U.S., stressing 
the ‘highest silandards’ were used and that ‘additional analysis will be conducted.” The company’s shares were 
“down by around 6%” last “week afler questions were raised over its vaccine candidate, for which the company 
said combined results revealed it to be 70% effective.” 

Among other sources covering the story were the Wall Street Journal (11/25, Walker, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M)}, CNN (11/26, Fox, 83.16M), Forbes (11/26, Ray, 9.71M), The Hill (11/27, Castronuovo, 
2.98M), Politico (11/26, Deutsch, 8K}, and the New York Post (11/26, Brown, 4.57M). 

Manufacturing Error Clouds Results in AstraZeneca Vaccine Study. The AP (11/25, Kirka) 
reported that AstraZeneca and Oxford University on Wednesday “acknowledged a manufacturing error that is 


raising questions about preliminary results of their experimental COVID-719 vaccine.” In a staternent on the error, 
Oxford University “said some of the vials used in the trial didn’t have the right concentration of vaccine so some 
volunteers got 4 half dose. The university said that it discussed the problem with regulators, and agreed to 
complete the laie stage trial with two groups. The manufacturing problem has been corrected, according to the 
statement.” 

The New York Times (11/25, Robbins, Mueller, 18.61M) reported that AstraZeneca’s admission of error 
adds “to questions about whether the vaccine’s apparently spectacular efficacy will hold up under additional 
testing.” indeed, “scientists and industry experts said the error and a series of other irregularities and omissions 
in the way AstraZeneca initially disclosed the data have eroded their confidence in the reliability of the results.” 

UK Government Asks Medicines Regulator To Assess Astrazeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine 
Candidate. The New York Times (11/27, Mueller, 18.61M) reported, “Britain asked its drug regulator on Friday 
to consider AstraZeneca’s coronavirus vaccine for emergency approval, forging ahead in the face of 
considerable uncertainty about the vaccine’s effectiveness.” Britain’s “drug regulator said on Monday that it 
intended to decide on an emergency approval for a vaccine made by the American pharmaceutical giant Pfizer 
and a German company, BioNTech, ‘in the shortest time possible,” potentially putting “it ahead of American 
regulators, who plan to make a ruling no sooner than Dec. 10.” 

The AP (11/28, Lawless) reported this move “comes amid questions about preliminary results from trials of 
the jab, after the company and the university acknowledged that the most encouraging part of their findings 
stemmed from a dosing error.” The article added, “U.K. Health Secretary Matt Hancock said he had asked the 
Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency to determine whether the vaccine ‘meets rigorous safely 
standards.” 

CNBC (11/27, Clinch, Turak, 3.62M) reported government officials “and experts in Britain have openly 
backed a coronavirus vaccine from AstraZeneca and Oxford University, after doubts were raised in the U.S.” 

Reuters (11/26, Kelland) reported that “AstraZeneca is facing tricky questions about its success rate that 
some experts say could hinder its chances of getting speedy U.S. and EU regulatory approval.” Some “scientists 


GADB0000001832 


have raised doubts about the robusiness of results showing the shot was 90% effective in a sub-group of tral 
participants who, by error initially, received a half dose followed by a full dose.” 

The Wall Street Journal (11/27, Hinshaw, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) and Reuters (11/27, Smout, 
Lema) also covered the story. 


Public Health Officials Worry About Challenge Posed By Two-Dose Vaccines. 


The Washington Post (11/27, Sellers, 14.2M) reported that as the US “gears up to vaccinate tens of millions of 
Americans against the novel coronavirus,” public health officials “are facing novel dilemmas, driven by the 
urgency of the pandemic, the fact that only a small minority may have immunity from prior exposure and by the 
vaccine available at each site, with the differing intervals between shots depending on the manufacturer.” 
According to the article, public health officials nationwide “worry that the first vaccine may make people feel just 
sick enough that they won't want to go through the ordeal again. And they foresee hitches if people get their first 
dose at, say, Walgreens and go to CVS for their second, or, worse still, if they cross state borders.” 


Researchers Warn Virus Mutations Could Complicate Vaccination Efforts. 


The New York Times (11/27, Gorman, Zimmer, 18.61M) reported the coronavirus “is not a shape shifter like the 
flu virus, but i could become vaccine resistant over time. That prompts researchers to urge vigilance.” The article 
added scientists “say that caution in this kind of situation makes sense. As a virus jumps from people to animals 
and back again, as it has with mink, there are more opportunities for changes in the virus RNA, changes that 
could lead to resistance.” 


COVID-19 Vaccine Trial Participants Reportedly May Drop Out Once Authorized Shot Is 
Available. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/27, Winkler, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporied some participants in COVID- 
19 vaccine trials who received a placebo may drop out so that they can receive an FDA-authorized shot once it 
becomes available. More than 100 vaccine-study participants recently asked the FDA to encourage companies 
to notify them if they received a placebo. 


Trump, Carson Endorse COVID-19 Treatment That Physicians Have Been Forced To Ration. 


The Washington Post (11/25, McGinley, Dawsey, 14.2M) reported that President Trump and Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Ben Carson have endorsed an antibody cocktail as a COVID-19 treatment, but 
“frustrated doctors say they have had io ration the Regeneron medication given to Trump, and a similar one by 
Eli Lilly — if they can get them at all — because of extremely short supply.” Carson “and Trump all got the drugs 
under ‘expanded access’ programs before they were authorized by the Food and Drug Administration.” 
According to the article, “The government has distributed just 205,000 doses of the drugs so far, at a time when 
around 170,000 people are being infected by the coronavirus every day.” 


Mississippi Hospitals Administering Monoclonal Antibodies To Patients With COVID-19. 


The AP (11/26) reported, “Mississippi hospiials are administering a new antibody therapy to coronavirus patients 
in hopes that fi will improve outcomes and limil hospitalizations as new cases of coronavirus are on the rise.” The 
US FDA granted monoclonal antibodies emergency use authorization on Nov. 21. The article added, “The 
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therapy can be used by high-risk patients who have tested positive for the virus and have not yet been 
hospitalized.” 


Medical Professionals, Disinformation Researchers Warn Antivaccine Movement Could 
Undermine COVID-19 Vaccination Efforts. 


The Boston Globe (441/28, Ulloa, 972K) reported, “Medical professionals and online disinformation researchers 
are warning that an expanding antivaccine movement — bolstered by far-right opponents of coronavirus 
lockdowns — could undermine efforts to get Americans to take” vaccines against COVID-19. According to the 
article, “They are urging health authorities, hospitals, and pharmaceutical companies to invest heavily in public 
education to counter the misinformation, build confidence in the vaccines, and explain how they could help save 
lives, reopen schools and businesses, and return the US to normal.” The CDC “is developing education materials 
on coronavirus vaccination, according to its COVID-19 handbook.” Meanwhile, “Twitter and Facebook have 
implemented stricter controls to keep coronavirus falsehoods and conspiracy theories from spreading on their 
social networks.” 


Pharmaceutical Association Forecasts 10 COVID-19 Vaccines By Mid-2021. 


Reuters (11/27, Nebehay) reported Thomas Cueni, Director-General of the international Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA), on Friday projected that 10 COVID-19 vaccines “could 
be available by the middle of next year if they win regulatory approval, but their inventors need patent protection.” 
Cueni said candidates from Pfizer, Moderna, and AstraZeneca “were hits. | would expect that we will see 
something similar with Johnson & Johnson, | would expect that we would see similar positive results with 
Novavax, and many others, Sanofi Pasteur, GSK are in there, Merck.” 


US Interest In Taking COVID-19 Vaccine Reportedly Rising As Cases Surge. 


Senior contributor Bruce Japsen wrote in Forbes (11/26, 9.71M) that “U.S. interest in taking a vaccine against 


Covid-19 continues to rise, according to public opinion polls ahead of a major push by employers and drugstore 
chains to educate Americans on the vaccination rollout.” Japsen added that COVID-19 “vaccines made by Pfizer 
and Moderna have shown to be greater than 90% effective in late stage clinical trials as they near emergency 
use authorizations from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.” A recent Gallup poll “showed 58% of Americans 
say they would get a Covid-19 vaccine, which is up from...'a low of 50% in September,’ the pollster’s analysis 
showed.” Gallup's RJ Reinhart wrote in his analysis, “The 42% of U.S. adults saying they would not get a vaccine 
is down from 50% in September, but still indicative of significant challenges ahead for public health and 
government officials in achieving mass public compliance with vaccine recommendations.” 


Housing Advocates Claim Tenants Falling Through Cracks, Despite Nationwide Eviction 
Ban. 


The AP (11/29) reported, “A nationwide eviction ban was supposed to protect tenants,” and “with most state and 
local eviction bans expired, the nationwide directive was seen as the best hope fo prevent more than 23 million 
renters from being evicted amid a sialemaie in Congress over tens of billions of dollars in rental assistance.” 
Housing advocates said that “the CDC order has averted a wave of evictions... but tenants are increasingly 
falling through the cracks.” 
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US Colleges Assess How To Bring Students Back After Winter Holidays. 


The AP (11/27, Rathke) reported, “The coronavirus presented huge challenges for the fall semester for U_S. 
colleges that opened the academic year with in-person learning, including some that took a battering from 
outbreaks.” Now, “those not joining the growing number that will offer only virtual learning are assessing how 
they would bring students back after the winter holidays while the country faces crushing rates of virus 
infections.” 


Hospitals Once Again Hire Traveling Nurses Amid Increasing Number Of Coronavirus 
Hospitalizations. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/25, Prang, Subscripiion Publication, 7.57M) reported hospitals are beginning to hire 
additional traveling nurses as the number of people hospitalized with coronavirus continues to increase across 
the US. This is a tactic that was used in earlier coronavirus surges. 


Coronavirus Isolation Protocols, Contact Tracing Closing School Buildings, Sidelining 
Staff. 


The AP (11/26, Franko} reported, “Around the country, contact tracing and isolation protocols are sidelining 
school employees and closing school buildings.” These “staffing challenges force students out of classrooms, 
even in districts where officials say the health risks of in-person learning are manageable.” In addition, “the 
absences add to the strain from a wave of early retirements and leaves taken by employees worried about health 
risks.” 


Opinion: Many Things May Prevent Coronavirus Testing From Detecting Accurate Number 
Of Cases. 


In an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal (11/27, Subscription Publication, 7.57M)}, Holman W. Jenkins, Jr., 
a member of the Wall Street Journal’s Editorial Board, wrote about coronavirus testing in the US. Jenkins said 
things like colds and the flu may not be easily distinguished from COVID-19, and the high percentage of people 
with mild or asymptomatic coronavirus cases may nat get tested. 


Use Of Ultraviolet C Germicidal Lamps To Kill Coronavirus May Cause Eye Injuries, Study 
Suggests. 


NBC News (17/25, Carroll, 6.14M) reported, “People trying to kill the coronavirus with ultraviolet C germicidal 
lamps may risk painful eye injuries if they aren't careful, a recent study finds.” Researchers from Florida “report at 
least seven cases of patienis with UVC damage to the cornea, the eye’s outer layer, that left them with burning 
sensations and sensitivity to light after they used the lamps, according to a report published in Ocular 
Immunology and Inflammation.” The FDA “suggests that UVC radiation might inactivate SARS-CoV-2, the virus 
that causes Covid-719, but ii warns about reports of skin and eye burns caused by improper installation of UVC 
lamps in rooms.” 

The New York Post (11/26, Brown, 4.87M} reported, “The report from jusi one clinic in one state suggests 
the problem could be far more widespread nationally, and the [FDA] warns of ‘potential health and safety risks’ of 
UVC lamps used to disinfect during the pandemic.” 


GADB0000001832 


The New York Daily News (11/26, Assuncao, 2.52M) reported, “According to the [FDA], UVC radiation is a 
‘known disinfectant for air, water, and nonporous surfaces’ that has been ‘effectively been used for decades to 
reduce the spread of bacteria.” 


FDA Issues Emergency Use Authorization For Kantaro Bioscience’s COVID-19 Antibody 
Test. 


CNN (11/25, Howard, 83.16M) reported that the FDA “issued an emergency use authorization for Kantaro 
Bioscience’s Covid-19 antibody test kit, the group announced on Wednesday.” The company’s “newly authorized 
antibody test, called COVID-Seroklir, identifies and measures precise levels of antibodies that are present in a 
person afier COVID-19 recovery.” 

Also reporting were the New York Daily News (11/25, Braine, 2.52M) and the New York Post (11/25, Salo, 
457M). 


Quest Diagnostics, LabCorp COVID-19 Testing Taking Several Days To Complete. 


USA Today (41/26, Alltucker, 10.31M) reported, “Amid a record demand for testing ahead of the Thanksgiving 
weekend, Quest Diagnostics said this week thal it’s taking up to three days to complete a test after receiving a 
sample.” Additionally, “LabCorp, another large private lab company, said higher testing demand means it now 
takes up to two days to complete a test.” These turnaround times do not “include the time it takes a person to 
schedule and get a test at a doctor's office, urgent care or other site.” A number of “sites across the nation this 
week had long lines of people waiting to get tested.” 


Pandemic Reveals Shortcomings Of Diagnostic Tests’ Limited Role In Addressing Disease. 


The Washington Post (11/27, Ganguli, 14.2M) reported that “for many Americans, including physicians...the 
pandemic has forced difficult conversations about the limits of medical tests. It has also revealed the catastrophic 
harms of failing to recognize those limits.” While “national coronavirus test shortages have emphasized testing’s 
critical role in containing and mitigating the pandermic...these inconvenient truths remain: A test result is rarely a 
definitive answer, but instead a single clue at one point in time, to be appraised alongside other clues like 
symptoms and exposure io those with confirmed cases.” 


White House Reportedly Weighing Lifting European Travel Ban. 


Bloomberg (11/25, Levin, Bachman, 4.73M) reported, “Several federal agencies have recommended that the 
White House lift an entry ban on non-US. citizens arriving from Europe put in place to slow the spread of Covid- 
19." Bloomberg added, “The organizations, which participate in the White House Coronavirus Task Force, have 
signed off on lifting the restrictions, said two people who were briefed on the discussions.” It is unclear whether 
White House officials, as well as President Trump, “will go along with lifting the ban or what the timing of a 
decision will be, said the people.” 

Reuters (11/25, Shepardson) reporied the Administration “is not considering lifting separate entry bans on 
most non-US. citizens who have recently been in China or lran, the officials said.” The CDC on Saturday “issued 
new travel and testing recommendations for international air travelers recommending they ‘get tested with a viral 
test 1-3 days before their flight to reduce spread during travel. Travelers should get tesied 3-5 days after travel 
and stay home for 7 days.” 
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CNN (11/25, Diamond, 83.16M) reported, “An administration official toid CNN that the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention has expressed some reservations about lifting the restrictions, but the agency is 
not expected fo block the move.” 

Forbes (11/25, McEvoy, 9.71M) reporied, “According to Reuters, administration officials argue that the 
restrictions should be lified because many countries around the world aren't subject to the same eniry ban, and 
the airline industry, which has seen international travel drop by 70%, is in desperate need of a life-saving jolt.” 

The New York Post (11/25, Golding, 4.57M} and The Hill (11/25, Jenkins, 2.938M)} also reported on the story. 


Trump Says COVID-19 Vaccine Deliveries Will Begin As Early As This Week. 


Fox News (11/26, Manfredi, 27.59M) reporied, “President Trump said Thursday evening thal coronavirus vaccine 
deliveries will begin as early as” this week. He also “noted that front-line workers, medical personnel and senior 
citizens would be the vaccine’s first recipients.” The comments “come ahead of a Dec. 10 meeting, where 
regulators at the Food and Drug Administration will review Pfizer's request for an emergency use authorization 
for its vaccine developed with BioNTech.” 


States Rush To Provide Pandemic Aid Amid Inaction By Washington. 


The AP (11/28, Atlanasio, Smyth) reported, “Faulting inaction in Washington, governors and state lawmakers are 
racing to get pandemic relief to small-business owners, the unemployed, renters and others whose livelihoods 
have been upended by the widening coronavirus outbreak.” The AP added, “In some cases, elected officials are 
spending the last of a federal relief package passed in the spring as an end-of-year deadline approaches and the 
fall COVID-19 surge threatens their economies anew.” State leaders want President Trump “and Congress to 
extend the Dec. 30 deadline for spending virus relief money already allocated under the CARES Act...and to 
provide more federal funding to deal with the consequences of the latest surge.” 


Restaurants Push Back Against New Round Of COVID-19 Shutdown Orders. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/29, Haddon, Wernau, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports some restaurants 
across the US are rejecting new shutdown orders implemented by cities and states in response to the spread of 
COVID-19. Restauranis as well as trade groups have filed lawsuits against the bans and have criticized policies 
targeting restaurants. 


Los Angeles Bans Public, Private Gatherings Of People From Different Households. 


The New York Times (11/27, Hubler, ismay, 18.61M) reported, “The Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health on Friday called on residents to stay home as the virus continues fis rapid surge, barring gatherings both 
in public at private homes if people are from different households.” The order “allows for church services and 
protests, noting that both are constitutionally-protected rights,” and “sets maximum occupancy rates for various 
businesses, including nonessential retail, libraries, and recreational activities, and leaves in place a countywide 
prohibition on in-person dining at restaurants and bars because patrons can’t wear face masks while eating or 
drinking.” 

The Los Angeles Times (17/29, Lin, 4.64M) reports that “more than eight months into the pandemic,” 
residents “are exhausted by the disruptions and becoming more vocal about the new rules despite swelling 
hospitalization numbers and forecasts of rising death tolls.” The Times adds, “Health experis hope the public can 
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make yet another sacrifice — and alter their holiday norms — for the greater good,” however, “they also know it’s 
getting harder as some grow skeptical of the rules and others simply need more human contact.” 

Reuters (11/28, Gorman) reporied that under the order, “which runs through Dec. 20, residenis are advised 
~ but not required — to stay home as much as possible and to always wear face coverings when outside their 
homes and around others.” 

The Hill (11/27, Gstalter, 2.98M) reported that “all schools and day camps will remain open in adherence to 
reopening guidelines, according to the” order. 

Forbes (11/28, Lee, 9.71M) also reported on the story. 


Health Experts Weigh More Standardized State Mask Mandates To Include Higher-Quality 
Masks. 


The AP (11/25, Hawryluk} reported that with states “requiring face coverings indoors to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, gaiters and bandannas have become popular accessories,” but research shows “those hipper face 
coverings are not as effective as surgical or cloth face masks.” As COVID-19 infections, “hospitalizations and 
deaths surge upward heading into winter, many public health experis wonder whether it’s time to move beyond 
the anything-goes approach toward more standardization and higher-quality masks.” The CDC “now says that 
masks not only help prevent people from infecting others but help protect the wearers from infection as well,” and 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health researchers “have found most of the commercially 
produced cloth masks block 40% te 60% of droplets, approaching the effectiveness of surgical masks.” 


Rollout Of Illinois’ COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan Still Faces Uncertainties. 


The Chicago Tribune (11/27, Munks, 2.65M) reported, “Hlinois’ plan for distributing a COVID-19 vaccine when 
one becomes available puts front-line health care workers first in line to be inoculated, but shifting projections on 
how many Initial doses the state is likely to receive, the various temperature storage requirements for different 
vaccines and changing federal recommendations make it uncertain exactly how that plan will roll out.” Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker (D) “said this week the state will ‘be ready to go, we believe, as soon as those vaccines hit the ground,” 
however, “he made clear the many challenges of distributing a long-awaited vaccine.” 


Colorado Governor Extends Four COVID-19 Executive Orders. 


The Denver Post (41/28, Svaldi, 720K) reported Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D} “extended four executive orders 
Saturday, including one that provides a one-time state payment to workers who have collected unemployment 
benefits because of the pandemic.” The Denver Post added, “Extensions were aiso granted on the state’s initial 
disaster declaration, on an order tied to election-related work within the Secretary of State's office, and on the 
COVID-19 Dial Framework.” 


Las Vegas Mayor Criticizes Nevada Governor’s Statewide COVID-19 “Pause” For Impact On 
City. 

Forbes (11/27, 9.71M) contributor Jim Rossi wrote that as COVID-19 infections spike “in Nevada, Las Vegas has 
increased restrictions.” Beginning “after midnight on Tuesday, November 24 and continuing al least three weeks, 
Gov. Steve Sisolak (D} ordered a statewide ‘pause.’ specific businesses and public events must reduce their 
capacity to 25%, spreading patrons out as much as possible.” Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn Goodman criticized the 
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restrictions, and called Sisolak “a dictator with whom we have complied every step of the way... We've had no 
choice.” 


Appeals Court Upholds Kentucky Governor’s Order Halting In-Person Instruction At 
Religious-Based Schools. 


The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (11/29, Aulbach, 368K) reports the US Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
“has upheld Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear’s order halting in-person classes at public and private, religious-based 
schools amid the COVID-19 pandemic.” The court “said Beshear’s executive order halting in-person classes al 
K-12 schools ~— public and private — until early January can stand because it also applies to public schools and is 
a legal response to the COVID-19 emergency.” Beshear “said the court ‘recognized that we must all do our part 
over the next several weeks to slow this virus.” 


Low-Income Americans Turning To Credit Cards As Congress Fails To Pass New COVID-19 
Relief Package, While The Wealthy Pay Off Debt. 


Newsweek (11/26, Villarreal, 1.53M) reported, “Credit card data from the most recent months of the ongoing 
COVID-19 epidemic” indicate “lower-income Americans are using credit cards in the absence of stimulus relief 
while higher-eaming Americans are largely paying off their credit card debi.” This increased reliance “on credit 
cards has coincided with the failure of Congress io pass a federal stimulus bill that could include checks and 
enhanced unemployment benefits to the estimated 12.6 millon Americans who remain out of work, according to 
Marketplace, a nonprofit economic news outlet.” 


CDC Model Suggests Actual Number Of Americans Infected With COVID-19 Could Be Near 
100M. 


NPR (11/25, Hamilton, 3.12M) reported, “The actual number of coronavirus infections in the U.S. reached nearly 
53 million at the end of September and could be approaching 100 million now, according to a model developed 

by government researchers.” This model, which was created by CDC scientists, “calculated that the true number 
of infections is about 8 times the reported number, which includes only the cases confirmed by a laboratory test.” 


US COVID-19 Case Rates Now Higher Than Those In Most European Countries, Data 
indicate. 


Contributor Alex Ledsom wrote in Forbes (11/28, 9.71M) that COVID-19 data “on both sides of the Atlantic are 
severe,” however, “new figures show that the case rates of Covid-19 infections across many states are surging 


past most European countries.” Ledsom said this is “important because of Thanksgiving — as people move 
around this holiday weekend, so too will the virus, so rates are expected fo rise — and it’s also indicative of the 
travel restrictions currently in place on both sides of the ocean.” 


Hospitals Face Staffing Shortages As COVID-19 Cases Rise. 


NPR (11/30, 3.12M)} reporis “hospitals in much of the country are trying to cope with unprecedented numbers of 
COVID-19 patients.” As of Sunday, NPR says, 93,238 people “were hospitalized, an alarming record that far 
exceeds the two previous peaks in April and July, of just under 60,000 inpatients.” However, “beds and space 
aren't the main concern. It's the work force.” Medical facilities “are worried that staffing levels won't be able to 


GADB0000001832 


keep up with demand, as doctors, nurses and specialists such as respiratory therapisis become exhausted or, 
worse, become infected or sick themselves.” The usual “workaround for staffing shoriages — hiring clinicians from 
out of town — isn’t the solution anymore, even though it helped ease the strain early in the pandemic.” 


Opinion: COVID-19 Has Turned Americans Into “Potential Serial Killers.” 


Columnist Michael J. Stern writes in an opinion in USA Today (11/30, 10.31M) that “COVID-19 has turned every 
man, woman and child into a potential serial killer.” He says that the disease “has turned the most necessary part 
of living — breathing — into a deadly event.” Stern adds, “The heartbreak wrought from a pandemic like COVID-19 
is new for most Americans,” but has caused “gay men of a certain age” to remember “when the AIDS virus 
emerged in the early 1980s in America.” 


Documents Reveal Consulting Firm’s Role In Driving OxyContin Sales For Purdue Pharma. 


The New York Times (11/27, Bogdanich, Forsythe, 18.61M) reported, “When Purdue Pharma agreed last month 
to plead guilly to criminal charges involving OxyContin, the Justice Department noted the role an unidentified 
consulting company had played in driving sales of the addictive painkiller even as public outrage grew over 
widespread overdoses.” Last week, documents released “in a federal bankruptcy court in New York show that 
the adviser was McKinsey & Company, the world’s most prestigious consulting firm.” The documents “detail 
McKinsey’s work with Purdue going back to 2008, the year after the drugmaker pleaded guilty to misleading 
regulators.” The FDA “had previously told Purdue that OxyContin would face sales restrictions and that doctors 
prescribing it would require specialized training.” 

The Hill (11/28, Deese, 2.98M) reported, “One of the most prestigious consulting firms in the world, 
McKinsey & Company, advised Purdue Pharma to give pharmacy companies rebates for OxyContin overdoses 
in 2017, according to records released last week in a federal bankruptcy court in New York.” The “documents 
submitted to the court last week revealed that McKinsey had allegedly given advice to the Sackler family on ways 
to boost sales of Oxycontin in the middle of the opicid epidemic, according to a report from The New York 
Times.” 


House Committee Asks Sackler Family To Testify At Hearing About Opioid Epidemic. 


The Hill (11/25, Williams, 2.98M) reported, “The House Oversight and Reform Committee has invited Purdue 
Pharma’s Sackler family to testify at a hearing next month on what the panel described as ‘their role in fueling the 
opioid epidemic.” This “invitation comes one day after the OxyContin manufacturer pleaded guilty to three 
federal criminal charges related to some of its sales and marketing practices related to the powerful painkiller.” 

STAT (11/25, Siiverrnan, 24K} reported, “In a series of letters issued Wednesday, the House Committee on 
Oversight and Reform cited internal documents it released last month that helped to reinforce previous 
impressions — gleaned from years of IHigation ~ about the way the drug maker was run by the secretive clan.” 
According to STAT, “the Dec. 8 hearing is an ouigrowth of its investigation.” 


Attorneys Allege State Attorneys General Holding Up Funds Set Aside For Victims From 
OxyContin Settlement. 


The Hill (11/25, Bowden, 2.98M) reported, “Advocates for survivors of drug addiction say that state attorneys 
general who sued Purdue Pharmaceuticals over the OxyContin maker's role in the opioid crisis are holding up 
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funds the company sei aside for victims.” Attorneys that represent “groups that provide services to opioid abuse 
victims told The Associated Press in an article published Wednesday that a disagreement between the atiorneys 
general of various states and victims’ advocacy groups over how to use a $200 million fund set aside to help 
those harmed by opioids.” 


Moderate To Vigorous Exercise A Few Times A Week May Help People With Mild Cognitive 
Impairment Slow Progression To Alzheimer’s Or Similar Dementia, Research Suggests. 


The Washington Post (11/27, 14.2M} reporied, “People with mild cognitive impairment (MCI) who engage in as 
little as 10 minutes of moderate io vigorous exercise a few times a week may be helping to slow the progression 
to Alzheimer’s or similar dementia, new research suggests.” The findings were published in Alzheimer’s 
Research and Therapy. 


Abortion Rate In US Increased Slightly From 2017 To 2018, CDC Data Show. 


The Hill (41/25, Hellmann, 2.98M) reported, “The abortion rate in the U.S. ticked up slightly from 2017 fo 2018, 
according to data reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) by 47 states and New York 
City.” 


NYTimes Analysis Highlights How Substance Abuse Treatment Programs Have Moved 
Online Due To Coronavirus. 


A New York Times (11/28, Richtel, 18.61M) analysis discussed how subsiance abuse treatment programs 
transitioned to online formats following the coronavirus pandemic’s onset. The Times says, “Though online rehab 
rose as an emergency stopgap measure, people in the field say itis likely to become a permanent part of the 
way substance abuse is treated. Being able to find a meeting to log into 24/7 has welcome advantages for 
people who lack transportation, are ill, juggling parenting or work challenges that make an in-person meeting 
tough on a given day and may help keep them more seamlessly connected to a support network.” 


Parents Less Likely To Know When Children Use E-Cigarettes, Study Suggests. 


The Washington Post (11/27, Blakemore, 14.2M) reported, “Nearly 1 in 3 middle- and high-schoolers say they've 
tried a tobacco product.” In addition, “when youths opt for e-cigareties, a new study suggests, parents are much 
less likely to know.” According to the study, “about half as many parents whose kids only vaped suspected or 
knew that they did, compared with 69 percent of kids who smoked traditional cigarettes.” The findings were 
published in Pediatrics. 


Indiana Lawmakers Reportedly Willing To Increase Cigarette Tax, But Say Measure Must 
Specify How Revenue Will Improve Public Health. 


The AP (11/28) reported, “Indiana legislative leaders are willing to increase the state’s cigarette tax bul say any 
measure must include specifics on how the new revenue will be used tc improve public health.” The state’s 
“24.8% adult smoking rate is one of the highest in the nation, The (Northwest Indiana) Times reported,” and “the 
Indiana Chamber of Commerce has recommended raising the cigarette tax by $2 per pack to $3.” 


Teladoc Looking To Play Bigger Role In Helping People Manage Chronic Diseases. 
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The AP (11/28, Murphy) reported, “Fresh off a big acquisition and riding a wave of customer growth, Teladoc 
Health is ready to do more for patients.” Teladoc “CEO Jason Gorevic said the telemedicine provider can play a 
big role in helping people manage high blood pressure, diabetes or other chronic conditions.” Additionally, “he 
wants customers to think well beyond primary care when they consider telemedicine, which involves care 
delivered remotely, often with a live video connection through srnartphones or tablets.” 


Biogen Makes Deal With Sage Therapeutics To Jointly Develop, Sell Treatments For 
Depression, Other Neurological Disorders. 


Reuters (11/27, Roy} reported, “Biogen Inc will take a $650 million stake in Sage Therapeutics and make an 
upfront payrnent of $875 million to jointly develop and sell treatments for depression and other neurological 
disorders, the two companies said on Friday.” According to the article, “the deal will give Biogen access to 
zuranolone, an oral therapy being developed for major depressive disorder (MDD) and postpartum depression, 
as well as SAGE-324, which is being developed for essential tremor and other neurological disorders.” 

STAT (11/27, Garde, 24) also reported. 


Trump Drug Price Proposal Would Depend On Providers Negotiating Discounts. 


Modern Healthcare (11/25, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 214K) reported that the Trump Administration’s 
proposal “to tie Medicare payment for outpatient drugs to prices charged in foreign countries depends on 
providers negotiating drugmakers’ prices down to meet reduced reimbursement levels.” Although “the 
administration pitches the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation demonstration as an effort to lower drug 
prices, it's unclear whether or by how much drugmakers would actually lower the prices they charge healthcare 
providers. If they don’t, providers have to choose whether to offer the drugs at a financial loss.” The piece added, 
“Participation would be mandatory for healthcare providers with some exceptions, including cancer hospitals, 
children’s hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, critical-access hospitals, rural health clinics, federally qualified 
health centers, and Indian Health Service facilities.” 


Commentary: Lawmakers From Both Parties Must Continue Trump’s Efforts To Lower 
Prescription Drug Prices. 


Lynn Westmoreland, a Republican who served as a U.S. member of Congress for Georgia’s 3rd District from 
2007 to 2017 and the 8th District from 2005 to 2007, wrote in Newsweek (11/26, 1.53M) that earlier this month, 
President Trump, whom “most don't perceive to be the most bipartisan political figure in Washington, released an 
executive order that could end the lame-duck gridlock currently seen in the nation’s capital.” Trump’s “executive 
order will reduce Medicare drug prices by preventing middiernen (namely, insurers and pharmacy benefit 
managers) from pocketing cost-savings rather than passing them along to seniors. The widely praised measure 
will save patients up to 30-percent on their prescription costs.” Westmoreland said congressional lawmakers 
from both parties must continue this momenium. 


Crowds Protest Los Angeles County’s Latest COVID-19 Restrictions. 


Newsweek (11/30, Speare-Cole, 1.53M) reporis, “Crowds gathered outside the home of the Los Angeles 
County’s public health director on Sunday to protest against the latest round of Covid-19 restrictions taking effect 
this week.” The protests come “afier L.A. County officials outlined a new ‘Safer at Home’ order to come into force 
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on Monday for three weeks amid a recent spike in coronavirus cases and deaths in the area.” Meanwhile, 
“Governor Gavin Newsom recently announced a statewide curfew that forbids nonessential gatherings after 
receiving criticism over photos showing him dining out with a large group amid the COVID-19 pandemic.” 


UK Expected To Grant Approval To Pfizer, BioNTech’s COVID-19 Vaccine In Days. 


The Hill (11/28, Willams, 2.98M) reported, “The UK. is set to approve Pfizer and BlioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine 
as early as” this “week, according to a report from the Financial Times on Saturday.” The potential authorization 
by the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency would prompt deliveries of the vaccine 
“within hours” and also “would make the U.K. the first western country to approve a COVID-19 vaccine.” 

Bloomberg (11/28, Hipwell, Kresge, Ross, 4.73M) reporied UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said in an 
interview with BBC on Sunday, “We hope, subject to the regulatory approvals, to be in a position to be able to 
have rolled out the vaccine sufficiently by, say, the spring to enable us to have a big change in the way we 
approach things,” adding that the vaccine rollout could launch “before Christmas.” Last week, “the MHRA said it 
had the data it needed to assess whether the Pfizer vaccine meets required standards and would ‘make a 
decision in the shortest time possible, without compromising the thoroughness of our review.’ The shot was 95% 
effective in a clinical trial of almost 44,000 people, with no significant safety problems so far.” 

Reuters (11/28, Raman) provided additional coverage. 


UK Prime Minister Appoints Official To Oversee COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The AP (11/28, Lawless) reported UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Saturday announced the appointment of 
Nadhim Zahawi to oversee the country’s COVID-19 vaccine program. Johnson also “said this week that officials 
hope to inoculate ‘the vast majority of the people who need the most protection by Easter,” but “warned that ‘we 
must first navigate a hard winter’ of restrictions.” 

Reuters (11/28, Anilkumar, Ponnezhath) reported, “Britain has secured two million doses of Moderna iInc’s 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate, to be available in Europe as early as the spring, the government said on Sunday, 
in addition to the 5 million doses ft secured from the U.S. company two weeks ago.” Britain “has access to 
enough doses of Moderna’s vaccine candidate for around 3.5 million people” and “has access to 357 million 
doses of vaccines from seven developers, according to [al government statement.” 


EMA Says It Expects To Receive First Application For COVID-19 Vaccine Conditional 
Marketing Approval In Days. 


Reuters (11/26, Guarascio, Mason) reported the European Medicines Agency (EMA) “said on Thursday it 
expects to receive the first application for conditional marketing approval for a COVID-19 vaccine ‘in the coming 
days,’ the latest step towards making a shot available outside the United States.” The EMA “did not name the 
company it expects to file the application, but Pfizer Inc and BioNTEch are the most advanced in the regulatory 
process among the three companies that have published late-stage trial data for their vaccines.” Asked about its 
co-operation with the US FDA, the EMA “said in an email the agency may not be able fo synchronise the 
decision making process with other international regulators.” 
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Thailand, Philippines Reach COVID-19 Vaccine Deals With AstraZeneca. 


The AP (11/27, Ekvitthayavechnukul reported, “Thailand on Friday signed a $200 million deal to procure 26 
million doses of a trial coronavirus vaccine developed by pharmaceutical firm AstraZeneca in collaboration with 
Oxford University.” With a potential delivery in mid-2021, “the doses would cover 13 million people in a 
population of about 69 million.” Separately, more than 30 companies in the Philippines “on Friday signed an 
agreemeni io purchase at least 2.6 million vaccine doses from AstraZeneca in the country’s first such deal to 
secure coronavirus vaccines. They plan to donate a large part of the doses to the government for its planned 
vaccination program and use the rest to inoculate their employees, business officials said.” 

Reuters (11/27, Lema, Morales) reported that the private sector deal in the Philippines is for 2.6 million 
vaccine doses. 

Bloomberg (11/27, Calonzo, 4.73M) also covered the story. 


Governor Says Sao Paulo Could Roll Out COVID-19 Vaccine Developed By China’s Sinovac 
Without Approval From National Health Regulator. 


Reuters (11/26, Sim6es, Slatteryand, Stargardter) reported, “Sao Paulo could roll out a COVID-19 vaccine 
developed by China’s Sinovac without approval from the national health regulator, Governor Joao Doria said in 
an interview on Thursday, pressuring Brasilia to greenlight the vaccine.” The article added that Doria’s comments 
are perceived to be an empty threat by health experts, but “reveal growing tensions over the vaccine rollout in 
Latin America’s biggest country, with the world’s second-highest COVID-19 death toll.” 


EMA Says Chloroquine, Hydroxychloroquine Tied To Psychiatric Disturbances. 


Politico Europe (11/27, Mariuscelli, 8K) reported, “Chloroquine and a related cormpound, hydroxychloroquine, 
have been associated with cases of psychiatric disturbances and suicidal behavior after being given to COVID- 
19 patients, warned the EU’s drug regulator [the EMAJ].” Chloroquine and hydroxychioroquine “were some of the 
first drugs put forward as possible treatments for the coronavirus, and were famously promoted by controversial 
French doctor Didier Raoult and U.S. President Donald Trump,” but they have not been “shown to be effective in 
clinical studies.” 

HuffPost (11/29, Papenfuss, 1.67M) also covers the story. 


WHO Says It Needs To See Clinical Data To Evaluate Russia’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (11/27, Nebehay, Farge, Shields, Macfie} reported, “The World Health Organization needs to see clinical 
data and information of good manufaciuring practice to be able to evaluate Russia’s Sputnik V coronavirus 
vaccine, WHO assistant director general Mariangela Simao said on Friday.” The “vaccine is more than 90% 
effective, a representative of the health ministry said this month, citing data collated from vaccinations of the 
public rather than from an ongoing trial.” 


Turkey Resumes Reporting All Positive Coronavirus Tests, Pushing Daily New Cases To 
Over 30,000. 


The AP (11/29, Fraser) reports, “In an about-face, [Turkish] President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s government this 
week resumed reporting all positive coronavirus tesis — not just the number of patients being treated for 
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symptoms — pushing the number of daily cases to above 30,000.” Counting “the new data, the country jumped 
from being one of the least-affected countries in Europe to one of the worst-hit.” The change “carne as no 
surprise to the Turkish Medical Association, which has been warning for months that the government's previous 
figures were concealing the graveness of the spread and that the lack of transparency was contributing to the 
surge.” The association “maintains, however, that the ministry's figures are still low compared with iis estimate of 
at least 50,000 new infections per day.” 

Reuters (11/29, Koca) reports, “Coronavirus deaths in Turkey rose to a record for the seventh consecutive 
day on Sunday and the number of new cases remained high despite efforis by President Tayyip Erdogan’s 
government to coniain a second wave of infections.” 


Brazil’s Bolsonaro Says He Will Not Take Any Working COVID-19 Vaccine, Disparages Mask 
Wearing. 


The AP (11/27, Savarese) reported, “Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro says he won't take any working COVID- 
19 vaccine himself and calls the use of masks to limit the spread of the disease ‘the last taboo to fall.” His 
“comments, broadcast on his social media channels Thursday night, alarrned health experts who said they could 
undermine efforts to achieve vaccination levels essential to halting the pandemic and might scare off vaccine 
makers negotiating with local authorities.” The leader “also said, however, that any shot that is certified by 
Brazil's health agency will be available for free to the public.” 


Vaccinations Against COVID-19 May Not Start In Africa Until Second Quarter Next Year, 
Senior Health Official Says. 


The AP (11/26, Anna} reported, “Vaccinations against COVID-19 in Africa might not start until the second quarter 
of next year,” the director of the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention John Nkengasong “said 
Thursday, adding that it will be ‘exiremely dangerous’ if more developed paris of the world vaccinate themselves 
and then restrict travel to people with proof of a vaccination.” 

African Union Discussing COVID-19 Vaccine Trial Partnerships With China, Russia. 
Bloomberg (17/25, Kew, 4.73M) reported, “the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention and the African 
Union have discussed COVID-19 vaccine trial partnerships with both China and Russia, part of an effori fo 
ensure Africa is not last in the queue for vaccines when they become available.” 


Austria Should Expect Further Heavy Restrictions When Current National Lockdown 
Expires, Chancellor Says. 


Reuters (11/29, Neghaiwi) reporis, “Austria should expect further heavy restrictions when its current lockdown 


measures expire in just over a week, Chancellor Sebastian Kurz told Austrian paper Kleine Zeitung.” Although 
“Austria’s nationwide lockdown is due to be lifted on Dec. 7,” it remains unclear “whai that will mean for the ski 
industry — cornerstone of a tourism sector which accounis for some 15% of economic output — or overall Ife in 
Austria.” 


South Korean Authorities Ban Year-End Parties After Surge In New Coronavirus Infections. 
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Reuters (11/29, Kim) reports, “South Korean authorilies announced a ban on year-end parties and some music 
lessons on Sunday and said public saunas and some cafes must also close after coronavirus infections surged 
at their fastest pace since the early days of the pandemic.” 


Physicians, Nurses In Madrid Protest Alleged Health System Cuts. 


Reuters (11/29, Barbancho, Castellanos) reports that “doctors and nurses protested in Madrid on Sunday against 
cuts which they say have left them strugaling to cope with the COVID-19 pandemic.” For its part, “Madrid’s 
conservative regional government has denied cutting health services.” 


Singaporean Baby Born With COVID-19 Antibodies. 


Reuters (11/29) reports, “A Singaporean woman, who was infected with the novel coronavirus in March when 
she was pregnant, has given birth to a baby with antibodies against the virus, offering a new clue as to whether 
the infection can be transferred from mother to child.” The baby was not born with an actual COVID-19 infection, 
but just “with the virus antibodies, the Straits Times newspaper reported on Sunday, citing the mother.” 


France’s State Council Orders Government To Review Law Restricting Number Of People 
Allowed In Churches During Pandemic. 


Reuters (11/29, Guillaume) reports, “France’s State Council, the country’s highest court, on Sunday ordered the 
government to review a law limiting the number of people in churches during religious services to 30." The 
Council had “said. that the measure was not proportionate to coronavirus infection risks.” 


Johnson Promises New Coronavirus Restrictions Will Be Put To Vote In January, 
Automatically End In February. 


Bloomberg (11/29, Ross, 4.73M) reports, “U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson offered concessions in an effort to 
win over critics in his own Conservative Party who are threatening to oppose his plan for tougher pandemic rules 
in a crucial vote on Tuesday.” Johnson “promised the new restrictions, which keep most of England under tight 
curbs when the national lockdown ends on Dec. 2, will put to a vote again in January and automatically come ta 
an end in February.” Deferring “to members of Parliament to back the laws, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab 
declined to rule out a third national lockdown early next year if the country fails to keep control over the 
coronavirus now.” Raab “said the government was ‘listening’ to members of Parliament and would provide them 
with more information on the costs and benefits of the proposed plan before it’s put to a vote.” 


COVID-19 Infections Down 30% In England During Month-Long Lockdown. 


Reuters (11/29, James) reports, “COVID-19 infections have fallen by 30% during England's month-long national 
lockdown and the virus is now in retreat, a large-scale study of more than 100,000 volunteers showed on 
Monday.” 

Bloomberg (11/30, Morison, 4.73M) also reports. 


Chinese State Media Push Narrative That Coronavirus Existed Abroad Before Being 
Discovered In Wuhan. 
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Reuters (11/26, Stanway} reported, “As global COVID-19 infections surge, China is pushing a narrative via state 
media that the virus existed abroad before it was discovered laie last year in the central city of Wuhan, where it 
was traced to a seafood market.” The media arms of the Chinese Cormmunist Party “have cited the presence of 
the coronavirus on imported frozen food packaging, as well as scientific papers claiming that the coronavirus was 
circulating in Europe earlier than previously believed, as evidence that China may not have been its origin.” 


Indonesia Secures Deals With At Least Four COVID-19 Vaccine Suppliers, Including 
Sinovac And AstraZeneca. 


Bloomberg (17/26, 4.73M} reporied that Indonesia’s “government has orders with at least four vaccine suppliers, 
including Sinovac Biotech Ltd. and AstraZeneca Pic, whose shots are in late-stage trials” to provide its people 
vaccines against COVID-19. This “access ranks Indonesia second in Asia after China and on par with Japan and 
India for securing much-anticipated immunizations, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.” 


Hong Kong Faces New Surge In Coronavirus Cases Despite Appearing To Control Virus 
Previously. 


The New York Times (11/27, Ives, May, Incue, 18.61M) reported that “although still below its peak for the year, 
Hong Kong is facing a surge [in new coronavirus cases] on par with its summer wave, driven in large part by 
what experts call untraceable ‘silent’ transmissions.” Recent setbacks in Hong Kong, which had appeared to 
have controlled the virus several times, “underscore the challenges that the world will continue to face until there 
is a widely available vaccine.” In general, “As cases have soared back to alarming levels in recent weeks, South 
Korea, Japan and Hong Kong have had to quickly recalibrate their strategies.” 


Suicide Rates Among Young Women In Japan, South Korea Have Increased During 
Pandemic. 


The Washington Post (11/28, Denyer, Kashiwagi, 14.2M) reported, “Suicide rates among young women have 
increased notably in Japan and South Korea, raising possible links to the prolonged coronavirus pandemic as it 
amplifies stress levels, worsens economic woes and aggravates feelings of loneliness and isolation.” While “no 
comprehensive global studies are yet available on whether the pandemic has caused higher suicide numbers or 
how it may have affected different age groups and genders...Japan and South Korea are among the few 
countries to issue current data on suicides, with most countries taking a year or two to issue their numbers.” 
Health “Experts worry that the emerging trends in the two countries could be an early warning for the rest of the 
world as the pandemic and lockdowns take a toll on mental health.” 


More People In Japan Die From Suicide Than From COVID-19 Year-To-Date. 


CNN (41/28, 83.16M)} reported, “In Japan, government statistics show suicide claimed more lives in October than 
COVID-19 has over the entire year to date.” Specifically, “the monthly number of Japanese suicides rose to 
2,153 in October, according to Japan’s National Police Agency.” By comparison, “as of Friday, Japan's total 
Covid-19 toll was 2,087, the health ministry said.” 


WHO Official Urges Countries Experiencing Lower COVID-19 Cases To Remain Vigilant. 
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The Hill (41/27, Colernan, 2.98M) reported that WHO's technical lead Maria Van Kerkhove “said Friday that 
countries that are experiencing decreasing COVID-19 numbers still need to be ‘vigilant? in case of surges.” The 
official “made the cornment during a virtual briefing as European countries are seeing their new cases slow down 
after instituting stricter coronavirus restriclions, although hospitals and intensive care units remain full.” 


Trudeau Expects Over Half Of Canadians To Get COVID-19 Vaccine By Next September. 


The AP (11/27, Gillies) reporied, “Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Friday he expects more than half of 
Canadians to receive a COVID-19 vaccine by next September after he came under criticism for saying 
Canadians won't be arnong the first io get doses.” He had “said earlier this week Canada will have to wait for a 
vaccine because the first ones are likely to be given to citizens of the countries they are made in,” since, as 
Trudeau “noted, the United States, the United Kingdom and Germany have mass vaccine-production facilities 
but Canada does not.” However, “opposition parties criticized Trudeau for not ensuring Canadians get priority 
access to vaccines.” 


Pandemic’s Early Devastation On Wealthy Province Of Bergamo Still Remains A Mystery. 


The New York Times (11/29, A1, 18.61M) reports that it remains a mystery how the pandemic was able to 
devastate the Halian region of “Bergamo, a wealthy, well-educated province of just more than a million, with top- 
level hospitals,” and how itis “a blood stain that the government prefers to avoid as it points with pride to Italy's 
success in flattening the first wave of infections.” However, “as the virus has exploded again throughout Haly, 
Bergamo’s massive infection rate during the first wave, doctors say, has given it a measure of immunity.” 
Bergamo’s “hospitals, once an exporter of infection and the sick, are taking patients in from the surrounding 
areas.” 


Malaria Deaths Resulting From Pandemic Disruptions To Heath Services Will Far Exceed 
COVID-19 Deaths In Sub-Saharan Africa, WHO Warns. 


Reuters (11/29, Kelland) reports, “Deaths from malaria due to disruptions during the coronavirus pandemic to 
services designed to tackle the mosquito-borne disease will far exceed those killed by COVID-19 in sub-Saharan 
Africa, the World Health Organization warned on Monday.” 


WHO Releases New Physical Activity Guidelines Recommending Adults Get At Least 150 
Minutes Of Moderate-To-Vigorous Exercise Each Week. 


CNN (44/25, Rogers, Howard, 83.16M) reported that the World Health Organization “released new physical 
activity guidelines recommending that adults get at least 150 minutes...of moderate to vigorous physical activity 
weekly.” Previously, WHO “recommended that adulis ages 18 to 64 do either at least 150 minutes of moderate 
exercise or minimum 75 minutes of vigorous exercise each week, and those previous recommendations were 
made for healthy adults.” WHO's “new recommendations now include people living with chronic conditions or a 
disability.” 

Reuters (11/25, Nebehay), the AP (11/26, Keaten), and The Hill (171/26, 2.98M) also reported. 


Teva, Cephalon Fined By EU Over Alleged Collusion To Keep Cheaper Modafinil Off Market. 
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The AP (11/28) reported that the EU has levied fines against Teva Pharmaceutical and Cephalon “for colluding 
to keep a cheap alternative to a sleep disorder medicine off the market for their profit and at the expense of 
patients.” Antitrust commissioner for the EU, Margrethe Vestager, “said that” the firms “must pay 60.5 million 
euros ($72 million) for agreeing between themselves to delay for years the launch of Teva’s cheaper version of 
Cephaion’s blockbusier” Provigil (modafinil). Teva received “beneficial side deals and sore payments” as a part 
of the arrangement. Teva will appeal the decision. 

Reuters (11/26, Blenkinsop) reported, “Cephalon’s main patents for Europe had expired by 2005 and the 
illegal agreement lasted to 2017, when Teva acquired Cephalon, ihe Commission said.” 


German Economic Minister Warns People Must Do More To Reduce Social Contacts. 


Reuters (11/30, Seythal, Escritt) reports German Economy Minister Peter Amaier said Monday that Germans 
must do more to reduce their contacts to lower the number of COVID-19 infections, which is still very high in 
most German regions. He “added that pandemic relief aid for companies cannot be extended indefinitely.” 
Altmaier told Deutschlandfunk radio, “People have to show discipline. ... We have to do more to reduce social 
contacts.” 


Be acme 


Azar Says COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Could Commence In Weeks. 


CBS News (11/25, McNamara, 3.68M} reported that on Tuesday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar said “distribution of a 
coronavirus vaccine could begin ‘soon after’ a Food and Drug Administration panel meets on December 10 to 
consider Pfizer’s application for an emergency use authorization (EUA).” Azar added, “We have an end in sight, 
and we have much happier holidays in our future.” For his part, FDA Commissioner Stephen M. Hahn stated, 
“The FDA has been preparing for the review of EUAs for COVID-19 vaccines for several months and stands 
ready to do so as soon as an EUA request is submitted. ... While we cannot predict how long the FDA's review 
will take, the FDA will review the request as expeditiously as possible, while still doing sa in a thorough and 
science-based manner, so that we can help make available a vaccine that the American people deserve as soon 
as possible.” 


Azar, Hargan Discuss Impact Of Anti-Kickback Changes On Healthcare Industry. 


Modern Healthcare (11/25, Brady, Subscription Publication, 274K) reported that recently, the Trump 
Administration “signed off on long-awaited changes to physician self-referral and anti-kickback rules that aim to 
boost value-based care by making it easier for providers, suppliers and others to work together.” Prior to the 
announcement, HHS Secretary Alex Azar and HHS Deputy Secretary Eric Hargan discussed the impact of these 
changes on the industry during an interview with Modern Healthcare. Azar said, “These well-meaning rules are 
there for a reason: to protect against fraud and self-dealing. And unfortunately, they froze in place a 
disaggregated care model when we know that what we need is coordinated care buili around the patient. And so 
these reforms will, in a sensible way, enable value-based arrangements that let providers coordinate, let them 
share risk, let them help patienis to improve outcomes.” Hargan stated, “We're providing a way for” providers “to 
build whai we're calling a value-based enterprise.” 
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Divisions Emerge Among Top Officials Over COVID-19 Vaccine Authorization, Distribution. 


STAT (11/80, Branswell, 24K) reports “divisions are emerging among top U.S. officials over when the country’s 
first Covid-19 vaccine will be authorized ~ and who should be at the front of the line to get vaccinated.” CDC 
Director Robert Redfield “and others have suggested vaccination of Americans could begin by the end of next 
week.” In that scenario, the FDA “will authorize emergency use of a vaccine developed by Pfizer and BloNTech 
almost immediately after a Dec. 10 meeting of an advisory committee.” However, Peter Marks, head of the FDA’s 
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, “said...it may take several days or even ‘a few weeks’ after the 
advisory committee meeting before his office gives the vaccine a green light.” Meanwhile, “HHS Secretary Alex 
Azar and White House coronavirus task force coordinator Deborah Birx are pushing to have seniors precede 
health workers in the vaccine rollout schedule.” 


Health Officials Working To Overcome Skepticism Of COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Washington Times (11/29, 492K) reporis, “The U.S. government is on pace to approve two COVID-19 
vaccines by Christmas, prompting officials to double down on safety promises and highlight eye-popping data 
from Pfizer and Moderna as they try to overcome lingering skepticism and get those shots into actual arms.” 
Meanwhile, “a new Axios-lpsos poll says over half of Americans are now ready to take a first-generation vaccine” 
against COVID-19 “right away, and 65% are likely to get it if pharmaceutical companies say they’re over 90% 
effective.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said at a recent vaccine briefing that the federal government has seen “ever- 
increasing numbers of potential vaccine hesitancy in previous months.” Azar “said the Trump administration has 
been clear aboul keeping the process politics-free and the ‘proof is in the pudding,’ with data-monitoring boards 
maintaining the sanctity of trials, drug companies outlining their procedures and the career officials working with 
outside panels to review the vaccines.” 


Canada Could Approve COVID-19 Vaccine In December, Official Says. 


Reuters (11/26, Martell, Liunggren) reported, “Canada could approve Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine ‘around 
December, about the sare time as the United States and the European Union, a senior official at Canada’s drug 
regulator said on Thursday.” Officials had previously indicated “an approval would likely come early in the first 
quarter” of 2021, “under a new accelerated review process very similar to that in place in the United States.” The 
article said “both Pfizer and U.S. Health Secretary Alex Azar have said the FDA could authorize the vaccine in 
mid-December.” 

Politico (11/26, Forrest, 4.29M) reported that vaccine distribution could begin in January. The article added, 
“Arianne Reza, an assistant deputy minister with Public Services and Procurement Canada, said vaccines 
should be ready for distribution soon afterward. ‘We don’t anticipate any lag time, she said.” 


Canada Blocks Bulk Exports Of Certain Prescription Drugs. 
Reuters (11/28, Scherer) reported, “Canada on Saturday blocked bulk exports of prescription drugs if they would 


create a shortage at home, in response to outgoing U.S. President Donald Trump's efforts to allow imports from 
Canada to lower some drug prices for Americans.” This “Canadian measure went into effect on Friday, just days 
before a U.S. ‘Importation Prescription Drugs’ rule that would eventually allow licensed U.S. pharmacists or 
wholesalers to import in bulk certain prescription drugs intended for the Canadian market.” According to Reuters, 
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“neither the White House nor the Department of Health and Human Services had an immediaie response io a 
request for comment.” 

The Hill (41/29, Budryk, 2.98M) reports, “A major U.S. pharmaceutical lobbying group is also suing to end 
the rule, claiming it violates the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, according to Endpoints News.” Their 
“awsuit specifically alleges that Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar violated Section 804 of the law 
by leaving importation gatekeeping in the hands of state governmenis.” 


Trump Administration Reportedly Leaving Decisions About Prioritizing COVID-19 Vaccine 
Access To States. 


Politico (11/30, Owermohle, Roubein, Brennan, 4.29M) reports, “The Trump administration is shunting to the 
states hard decisions about which Americans will get the limited early supplies of coronavirus vaccines — setting 
up a confusing patchwork of distribution plans that could create unequal access to the life-saving shots.” The 
Administration “has told states that they have ultimate authority for determining who gets vaccinated first” and 
“has also decided to allocate scarce early doses based on states’ total populations, forcing hard choices in states 
with a greater proportion of residents at high risk — including Black, Indigenous and Latino communities that have 
suffered disproportionate rates of hospitalization and death from Covid-19.” Operation Warp Speed head Moncef 
Slacui told Politico he does not “expect the states to make uniform decisions. ... Some may prefer long-term care 
facilities or the elderly, while others may prioritize their health care workers.” 


Operation Warp Speed’s Moncef Slaoui Says He May Step Down Soon. 


Politico (11/25, Brennan, 4.29M) reported, “Operation Warp Speed head Moncef Slaoui may step down from the 
government's coronavirus vaccine and treatment accelerator ‘by the end [of] this year or early next year,’ he told 
POLITICO in an interview on Wednesday.” He said that he did “not want my departure from the role to have 
anything to do with the new administration. | have more affinity for the new administration than the current one. ... 
This doesn't have to be black and white. | can continue to be availabie as needed.” 


Operation Warp Speed’s Moncef Slaoui Says Americans Can Expect Return To Normal By 
Summer 2021. 


CNBC (11/25, DeCiccio, 3.62M) reported, “Operation Warp Speed’s Chief Science Advisor Moncef Slaoui told 
CNEC that Americans can expect to get back to ‘normal’ by summer 2021.” Slaoui told “The News with Shepard 
Smith” Wednesday that the hope is “that we would have vaccinated 70% to 80% of the U.S. papulation by May 
or June of 2021, so | would hope that by surmmer, we should be substantially back to normai.” 


CMS To Allow Hospitals To Care For Medicare Patients At Home As COVID-19 Cases Surge. 


The AP (11/25) reported that hospitals will be able “to care for Medicare patients in their own homes during the 
pandemic under a government program announced Wednesday to help hospitals deal with the latest surge.” 
Certain facilities “already offered patients with private insurance the choice of getting care at home instead of in 
the hospital. The pandemic dramatically boosted use of such programs.” CMS indicated “it will let hospitals 
quickly launch home programs, which will offer around-the-clock electronic monitoring for Medicare and 
Medicare Advantage patients who are sick enough to be hospitalized, but don’t need intensive care.” CMS 
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Administrator Seema Verma siaied, “We're at a new level of crisis response with COVID-19' and this option will 
heip hospitals increase their capacity to help more patients.” 

Modern Healthcare (11/25, Johnson, Subscription Publication, 214K} reporied that this is an update to CMS’ 
“Hospitals Without Walls” program which was announced in March. Verma added, “With new areas across the 
country experiencing significant challenges to the capacity of their healthcare systems, our job is to make sure 
that CMS regulations are not standing in the way of patient care for COVID-19 and beyond.” 

Amang other news outlets covering the story were Healthcare IT News (11/25, Millard, 2K}, HealthLeaders 
Media (17/25, Commins, 119K) and mHealth Intelligence (74/25, Wicklund). 


Gottlieb: Shortened Quarantine Period Would Capture Most COVID-19 Cases. 


CBS’ Face The Nation (11/29, Quinn, Tillett, 2.03M) reports former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb “said a 
shortened recommended quarantine period under consideration by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) should capture the ‘vast majority’ of coronavirus infections.” Gottlieb said on Sunday, “What 
you want are recommendations that are prudent and practical that people are going to follow. ... And when you 
have a 14-day quarantine period, that’s such a long period of time that a lot of people aren’t going to follow that 
anyway, and it makes it difficult to adhere to recommendations. So putting in place a 10-day quarantine period, 
even a seven-day quarantine period, you're going to capture the vast majority of infections within that time 
frame.” HHS Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Giroir “told reporters Tuesday there is a ‘preponderance 
of evidence that a shorter quarantine complemented by a test might be able to shorien that quarantine period.” 


Local Health Departments, Neighborhood Pharmacies Preparing To Distribute Vaccines. 


The Wall Street Journal (11/29, Kang, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that neighborhood grocery stores 
are already preparing to become hubs for COVID-19 vaccinations. HHS has reached deals with major grocery 
and pharmacy chains to distribute the vaccines following FDA approval. 

Kate Snow said on NBC Nightly News = (17/28, story 8, 2:35, Snow, 3.52M) that health departments 
nationwide “are facing an unprecedented challenge when it comes to the new COVID vaccine — how to store, 


distribute, and track it all.” Anne Thompson added, “The final delivery of the long-awaited COVID vaccine will 
come down to local health departments.” 


Gabe Gutierrez reported on NBC Nightly News = (11/29, story 6, 2:10, Snow, 3.52M) that nursing homes 
“may be at the forefront of the solution.” Gutierrez added CDC advisers are meeting on Tuesday to voie on who 
will receive priority access to a vaccine, “but there’s debate about residents of long-term care facilities.” Gutierrez 
continued, “Experts have a range of concerns, including possible side effecis of the vaccine and thal many 
nursing home residents car’t travel to a hospital or outpatient clinic.” 

ABC News (11/26, Pezenik, 2.97M) reported the solution to “how to dispatch tens of millions of doses 
across every corner of the nation and globe, and do it safely, securely and swiftly’ will “invoive complicated 
logistical calculus, experts say, no matter which vaccine gets across the finish line first.” The article added, 
“Pfizer's vaccine is likely to be the first to be granted authorization by the Food and Drug Administration, followed 
by one created by Moderna, and then possibly vaccines from AstraZeneca/Oxford and Johnson & Johnson, if the 
efficacy and safety data prove solid.” 


Despite US Approval, Supplies Of Lilly, Regeneron Treatments Remain Limited. 
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Bloomberg (17/28, Court, Griffin, 4.73M) reported that while the Food and Drug Administration recently approved 
the use of monoclonal antibody treatments from El Lilly and Regeneron “within 10 days following patients’ first 
symptoms” of coronavirus infection, “and doctors will be racing against time to give them,” they “will be rationed 
due to limited supplies.” The article added that “timely testing, a longstanding challenge in the US., is also a key 
factor.” However, Dr. Moncef Siaoui, chief scientific adviser for Operation Warp Speed, said, “Having a patient 
who has 4 coronavirus infection come to a hospital setting to get an [V injection is a problem, mostly because 
you have to isolate the patients from the rest of the patient population.” Slaoui added, “That's what we are 
working very hard to solve.” 


Military Will Reportedly Play Less Public Role In COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Despite 
Trump’s Comments. 


The New York Times (11/28, Steinhauer, 18.61M) reported, “When President Trump talks about efforts to deliver 
the coronavirus vaccine to millions of Americans...he often says he is ‘counting on the military’ to get it done.” 
However, vaccine distribution “will be left largely to their producers and commercial transportation companies.” 
The Times added “the role of the military has been less public and more pervasive than this characterization 
suggests.” HHS Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Paul Mango said, “It is extremely unlikely that anyone from the 
government will touch a vaccine, whether that’s loading a truck, unloading a truck, moving dry ice or actually 
injecting the vaccine before Americans getting it.” The Times added the number of Defense Department 
employees involved in the effort “have led some current and former’ CDC officials “to privately grumble that the 
military's role in Operation Warp Speed was too large for a task thatis, at its core, a public health campaign.” 


US Surgeon General Reveals Wife, Mother Have Been Hospitalized. 


Fox News (11/27, Durschiag, 27.59M) reported that on Thanksgiving, US Surgeon General Jerome Adams on 
Twitter “disclosed that his wife, Lacey, and his mother were both recently hospitalized — and thanked everyone 
who ‘kept a hospital bed open’ for his loved ones by following coronavirus precautions.” Adams tweeted, “My 
wife was just in the hospital due to cancer treatment complications. My mom was admitted last night with a hip 
fracture & possible stroke. Thanks to all who kept a hospital bed open for my loved ones by following HCOVID19 
precautions and getting your #flu shot. It matters.” 

The Hill (11/29, Budryk, 2.98M) reports Adams “said...that the coronavirus pandemic will ‘get worse’ in the 
weeks ahead, but noted that the first vaccines would likely be available to vulnerable populations by mid- 
December.” He “noted that Pfizer is set to submit its emergency use authorization to the Food and Drug 
Administration on Dec. 10, with Moderna following suit on Dec. 18.” 

Politico (11/29, Semones, 4.29M) reports that appearing on “Fox News Sunday,” Adams “cited his 
hospitalized mother as a reason Americans should start wearing masks to curb coronavirus case counts.” Adams 
said, “Wearing a mask ... will protect my mother and you.” 


Rhode Island Prioritizes In-Person Instruction As Other Venues Shut Down. 


The Washington Post (11/28, A1, Brulliard, Cha, Balingit, 14.2M) reported that beginning Monday, bars, “gyms, 
casinos, movie theaters and bowling alleys” must close for two weeks in Rhode island, but most public schools 
will remain open because Gov. Gina Raimondo (D) “has made in-person instruction a priority even as 
coronavirus cases soar.” The Post added, “Even as more data suggests schools do not appear to significantly 
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fuel cornmunily spread, elected and schooi officials who favor open classrooms are contending with a spiraling 
virus that threatens to overwhelm the fragile staffing systems and coniact tracing that keep pandemic-era 
schools running.” CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield “recently called schools ‘one of the safest places’ for 
children.” 


Justice Department Appeals Judge’s Order Barring Expulsion Of Immigrant Children Who 
Crossed Border Alone. 


The AP (11/25, Merchant) reported that the Justice Departmeni last “Wednesday appealed a judge’s order 
barring the expulsions of immigrant children who crossed the border alone, a policy enacted during the 
coronavirus pandemic to deny the children asylum protections.” 

Reuters (11/27, Wiessner) reported, “The Trump Administration has told a federal judge that his recent 
ruling barring U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) from expelling unaccompanied minors from the U.S. 
during the COVID-19 pandemic could overburden hospitals near the U.S.-Mexico border.” 

The Hill (11/26, 2.98M) also reported. 


CMS Proposes Lowering Fee For ACA Exchange Issuers. 


Bloomberg Law (41/25, Johnson, Subscription Publication, 4K) reported that health insurance companies which 
“offer individual health plans on the Obamacare exchanges could see a reduction in the user fee associated with 
listing those plans if a proposed rule from the U.S. health agency becomes finalized.” 

Reuters (11/25, Nadeem) reported that on Wednesday, CMS “proposed to lower the fee for healthcare 
exchange issuers under the Affordable Care Act as part of the Trump administration's efforts to reduce 
healthcare insurance premiums.” Under the plan, the fee would drop for HealthCare. gov “issuers from 3.0% to 
2.29% of premium for the 2022 benefit year and for State-based Exchanges that use the federal platform to 
1.75% of premium.” 

FierceHealthcare (11/25, King, 146K) quoted CMS Administrator Seema Verma as saying, “The actions we 
are taking today to reduce user fees will directly reduce premiums.” 

Healthcare Finance News (11/28, Morse, 93K) also covered the story. 


GAO Audit Finds Gaps In Oversight Of Spending, Operations At IHS Facilities. 


Federal News Network (11/25, Temin, 220} reported that the Indian Health Service “operates a nationwide 
network of health care facilities. Now an audit by the Government Accountability Office has found some gaps in 
the oversight of the spending and operations of IHS facilities.” Jessica Farb, director in the healthcare tearn at 
the GAO, said “in 2017, GAO added federal management of programs that serve Indian tribes and their 
members, including the indian Health Service, to our high risk list.” This was parily because “we observed over a 
number of years across many reports thai there was inadequate oversight that was hindering IHS’ ability to 
ensure that Indian communities are getting timely access to quality health care. in addition, we’ve been focused 
on the potential for mismanagement at IHS given the decentralized nature of the health care system.” 


Opinion: COVID-19 Vaccination Effort Will Require Effective Use Of Big Data. 


Former FDA Commissioners Scott Gottlieb and Mark McClellan write for the Wall Street Journal (17/29, 
Subscription Publication, 7.57M) that the CDC plans to develop a national COVID-19 registry to track information 
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on vaccine use, and they argue that the vaccine distribution effort will require a distribution and monitoring 


system that ensures the public will be vaccinated safely and in a timely manner. 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

S&P Global Nears Deal To Buy IHS Markit For About $44 Billion 

Joe Biden Fills Out His Economic Team 

GM's Closed Lordstown Factory Spawns A Wave Of Industrial Migrants 
Airbnb, DoorDash Aim For Higher-Than-Expected Valuations Ahead Of Debuts 
Turkey Leftovers Pile Up After Pandemic-Constrained Thanksgiving 

Black Friday Was A Bust For Many Stores, Better For Online 


New York Times: 


New York City Will Reopen Elementary Schools And Reduce Hybrid Learning 
Brazen Killings Expose lran’s Vulnerabilities As It Struggles To Respond 

The Lost Days That Made Bergamo A Coronavirus Tragedy 

One Seat, Competing Pressures As Newsom Considers Senate Pick 

A.Rush To Expand The Border Wall That Many Fear Is Here To Stay 

Bah, Pandemic! How Theatres Are Saving ‘A Christmas Carol’ 


Washington Post: 
‘A Bed Is A Gift Right Now’ 
Desperately Trying To Wipe The Virus Away 


Homemade Drones Power Turkey’s Bid For Influence 
Recount Affirms Biden's Wis. Win 


Economics, Media Team Picks Break Ground 
Brutal Footage Of K-9s Is Canceling The ‘Lassie Effect’ 


Financial Times: 
Chinese Consumers Move Towards Forefront Of Economic Recovery 
EU Pitches New Post-Trump Alliance With US In Face Of China Challenge 


Perella Weinberg Close To Merger With Banking Tycoon’s Spac 
International Rollout Of Covid-19 Vaccine On Track For Next Month 


Washington Times: 


‘Fort Trump’ Falls By The Wayside 
Biden’s Chiet Of Staff Pick Called ‘Park Ranger For Swamp 


‘Not A Developing Economy’: Biden Pressed To Maintain Trump’s Pressure On China 
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Zulu King Reluctantly Holds Reign Despite Cancellation Of Mardi Gras 2021 Parades 
Trump Says Judges Refuse To Look At Evidence Of Election Fraud 
Democratic Wins In Georgia Create More Sanctuaries 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: COVID-Travel: COVID-Surge; COVID-Vaccines; Trump-Election Resulis: Presidential Transition; lran- 
Death of Top Scientist; Weather Report; NFL-COVID: Cyber Monday; Massachusetts-Suspect Arrested in String 
of Violent Attacks; Formula One-Fiery Crash: Vanderbill-First Woman Power Five Football: Tribute to Actor Who 
Piayed Darth Vader. 

CBS: COVID-Travel; COVID-Surge; COVID-Overseas; Trump-Election Results; Presidential Transition; 
US/Cuba Relations: Tribute to Actor Who Played Darth Vader; Hunger Crisis; US Naval Academy-1st Black 
Female Brigade Commander; Formula One-Fiery Crash; Utah-Mysterious Monolith; Cambodia-Elephant 
Sanctuary; Holiday Decorations. 

NBC: COVID-Travel; COVID-Surge; Presidential Transition; Trump-Election Results; Biden-Sprained Ankle; 
COVID-Nursing Homes; Cyber Monday; COVID-Vaccines; Tribute to Actor Who Played Darth Vader, Biden- 
White House Pets; Florida-Officers Do Virtual Storytime For Kids. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

COVID-Surge — 6 minutes, 45 seconds 
COVID-Travel — 6 minutes, 40 seconds 
Trump-Election Results ~ 4 minutes, 55 seconds 
Presidential Transition —- 2 minutes, 45 seconds 


Story Lineup Fram This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: COVID-Travel; COVID-Surge; NFL-COVID: Trump-Election Results; Biden-Sprained Ankle. 

CBS: Biden-Sprained Ankle; Biden-Treasury Secretary Nominee; COVID-Travel; COVID-Surge; Trump-Election 
Results. 

FOX: Biden-Sprained Ankle; Biden-Communications Team; Trump-Election Results: COVID-Vaccines. 

NPR: COVID-Travel; Biden-Communications Team; Trump-Election Results; SCOTUS-Census. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


No late-night talk shows aired last night. 


National News 


in First Post-Election TV Interview, Trump Continues To Allege Voter Fraud. 


In his first television interview since the election, President Trump called Fox News’ Sunday Morning Futures 
(17/28) to discuss the results of the 2020 election. Typical of the tone of the coverage, ihe Washington Post 
(11/29, Sonmez, 14.2M) reporis the President “suggested Sunday that he will never accept his loss to Democrat 
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Joe Biden and continued to fling baseless accusations of election fraud.” He told host Maria Bartiromo, “My mind 
will not change in six months.” The President added, “There was tremendous cheating here.” 

The Hill (41/29, Samuels, 2.98M} says that Trump “spent most of the 45-minute phone call with Bartiromo 
levying unproven and baseless allegations that letter carriers, Dominion Voting Systems, Republican officials and 
mail-in ballots were all fo blame for his defeai to Biden nearly a month ago,” even though his lawsuits continue to 
“fail flat and he fails to produce evidence of widespread fraud in the contest...Biden won.” Bloomberg (11/29, 
Wingrove, 4.73M) similarly says that Trump on Sunday “rehashed a litany of largely unfounded allegations about 
the Nov. 3 election withoui offering new evidence for his claim that millions of votes acrass several battleground 
states were fraudulent.” An AP (11/29, Yen, Calvin) “fact check” also highlights that he “failed to cite specific 
evidence” of voter fraud “when repeatedly asked to do so.” 

The Washington Times (11/29, Swoyer, 492i) reports the President “said voting machine glitches took tens 
of thousands of votes for him and switched them to” Biden, and he “said the massive dumps of mail-in votes after 
Election Day in critical battleground states like Michigan and Pennsylvania took the win away from him.” in 
addition, the Wall Street Journal (11/29, Leary, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Trump described the 
Justice Department and Federal Bureau of investigation as “missing in action” for not pursuing his voter fraud 
claims, while the New York Times (11/29, Fuchs, 18.67M) reports he suggested they “might be ‘involved’ in what 
he again groundiessly called a fraudulent presidential election, hinting that the nation’s law enforcement 
agencies were biased against his fading efforts to remain in office.” 

However, Reuters (11/29, So, Satter} reports the President “questioned on Sunday whether the Supreme 
Court would ever hear a case airing his unproven allegations of widespread election fraud.” CNBC (41/29, 
Higgins, 3.62M) reports Trump said, “The problem is, it’s hard to get into the Supreme Court.” He added, “I’ve got 


the best Supreme Court advocates, lawyers, that want to argue the case, if it gets there. They said, ‘It’s very hard 
to get a case up there.” He continued, “Can you imagine, Donald Trump, president of the United States, files a 
case, and | probably can’t get a case.” On NBC Nightly New = (11/29, story 4, 1:10, Snow, 3.52M), Kelly 


O'Donnell said, “Another hurdle [is] the President’s understanding of how election litigation works. He told 


advisers he wanted io personally file one catch-all election lawsuit.” 

The Hill (11/29, Samuels, 2.98M) also reports the President “said he regretted endorsing Georgia Gov. 
Brian Kemp (R), taking a swipe at the top Republicans in the state ahead of two critical Senate runoff elections.” 
According to the AP (11/28, Dil), “Trump has seethed over losing the southern state, which hadn't voted fora 
Democrat for president in nearly 30 years.” 

On the CBS Weekend News & (11/28, story 4, 1:40, Yuccas, 10.48M), Ben Tracey reporied Trump is 
“claiming that foreign leaders are calling him and telling him this is the most messed up election they have ever 


seen. But the White House has not released a readout of any call with any foreign leader since the election, and 
almost every US ally has called Joe Biden to congratulate him.” 

Although the Washington Post (41/29, Barr, 14.2M) reports Bartirorno, “one of the biggest backers of 
Trump’s presidency within the Fox News Media corporate ecosysiem,” secured a “major exclusive” by landing 
the interview with the President over “superfans on upstart networks like Newsmax and One America News, 
which are trying to eat into Fox’s dominance in conservative media — with the help of Trump’s cheerleading on 
Twitter,” her “few” questions “were not hard-hitting,” which USA Today (11/29, Yasharoff, 10.31M) reports 
prompted “criticism [of Bartiromo] for not challenging the president on his unsubstantiated clairns.” 
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Seung Min Kim of the Washington Post said on CNN’s Inside Politics =) (11/29, 1.49M), “I think the closest 
you may see to any sort of a concession speech is perhaps his upcoming rally this weekend in Georgia. Again, 
he’s not going io admit defeat. He’s made it clear he does not believe he lost, even though he did, and | think 


what we can expect to see is just kind of a long laundry list of his accomplishments while in office to try to show 
his supporters that he was the actual winner when he wasn’t.” 

Clarence Page of the Chicago Tribune said on Fox News’ MediaBuzz (171/29, 536K) that “there have 
been...some 30 cases thrown oul already. The only case that has any sticking power was one in regard to how 
far back the judges were from the ballots, in terms of how many feel. That’s not massive voling fraud and that’s 
what the President is alleging constanily, that there’s this massive fraud. What he is showing is that he definitely 
has a sense of entitlement to an election victory here even if the votes don’t back him up and his supporiers 
appreciate hearing that. It bolsters the idea that their guy just couldn’t lose unless it was stolen from him. How 
that translates into his political fuiure, we will see.” 

in his Washington Post (11/28, 14.2M) column, Fred Hiatt argues that if “Trump’s coup attempi has failed, it 
is because his defeat was so decisive — and because those state and local officials had the integrity and courage 
to resist Trump’s pressure. But here’s the essential point: Almost no Republicans on the national stage had the 
integrity or courage to offer backup for these locai officials.” Hiatt adds, “Almost none of them gave the public any 
reason to hope that if Trumip’s effort to steal the election state by state had gained traction, they would have 
stood against it” 

However, Ben Domenech of The Federalist said on Fox News’ MediaBuzz (11/29, 536K) the President is 
“shifting fram a largely legal strategy to a media strategy. The fact that [Sunday] morning he went on with Maria 
[Bartiromo] and made as strong of a case as he could for his perspective on this. ... | think that you're just going 
to be in a situation where again and again you are going to have these conflicts between the press and the 
President until he actually leaves office, because they've set up this whole scenario of him getting like bunkered 
in or something like that in the White House in ways that | think were never going to happen, but in ways that 
they have really played up over the past several months. As the President acknowledged, he’s going to leave if 
the Electoral College goes as we all expect it to, and | anticipate that that’s going to happen. But it’s nat going to 
stop his criticism of the way this election played out.” 

Trump Plans Lawsuit After Wisconsin Recounts Add To Biden's Margin Of Victory. The 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (44/29, Marley, 632K) reports a 33 million recount of the vote in Milwaukee County 
and Dane County, Wisconsin, paid for by the Trump campaign, “boosted Democrat Joe Biden’s victory by 87 
votes Sunday as... Trump said he was preparing a lawsuit io overturn the results.” 

The New York Times (11/29, Fuchs, 18.61M) reports that in Milwaukee County, Biden “received 317,527 
votes,” while Trump “received 134,482, according to county results. Both totals increased slightly compared with 
an earlier count, and Mr. Biden gained 132 votes.” The Times adds Dane County “found that 260,094 votes were 
cast for Mr. Biden, while 78,754 were cast for Mr. Trump. Compared with earlier resulis, the final tally included 97 
fewer ballots for Mr. Biden and 46 fewer for Mr. Trump — a net gain of 45 for Mr. Trump.” The Washington Post 
(11/29, Heiderman, 14.2M) reports on its front page that the final resulis of the recount “reconfirmed [that] Biden 
beat... Trump in the key swing state by more than 20,000 votes, the laiest example of the president’s flailing 
efforis to undo the election results.” 

Bloomberg (11/29, Albright, House, 4.73M) reporis Dane County Clerk Scott McDonell “said on Sunday that 
the recount was a ‘success’ and should provide reassurance that the election was run properly.” McDonell 
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added, “What this recount showed was that there was absolutely no evidence of voler fraud in this election.” In a 
statement, Danielle Melfi, Wisconsin State Director for the Biden campaign, also told the AP (11/29) that the 
recount “only served to reaffirm...Biden’s victory in Wisconsin.” However, Jenna Ellis, a lawyer for Trurnp’s 
campaign, “said in a statement that the Wisconsin recounts have ‘revealed serious issues’ about whether the 
ballots were legal, but she offered no specific details to validate her claim.” 

Reuters (11/29, Renshaw}, Politico (11/29, Bice, 4.29M), The Hill (11/29, Budryk, 2.98M), and the 
Washington Times (11/28, Swoyer, 492K), among other outlets, provide similar coverage of the recounts. 

Pennsylvania Lt Gov. Says SCOTUS Would Defeat Trump Appeal. The Hill (11/29, Mastrangelo, 
2.98M)} reports Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetterman (D)} in a CNN interview “said late Saturday that he is 


hopeful... Trump's campaign appeals lawsuits thrown out by judges in the state io the U.S. Supreme Court so the 
issue can be put to rest on a national stage.” Fetterman asserted that if the Supreme Court hears the case, 
Trump's campaign is “gonna get their clock cleaned there the way they did here in Pennsylvania.” 

On ABC World News Tonigh = (17/29, story 4, 2:05, Llamas, 6.37M)}, White House Correspondent Rachel 
Scott stated that even a judge that Trump “appointed himself in Pennsylvania ripping into the President's legal 
team’s arguments. Stephanos Bibas writing, ‘Calling an election unfair does not make it so. Charges require 
specific allegations and then proof. We have neither here.’ And the state supreme court slamming the door on a 
Republican effort to throw out all mail-in votes. Unanimously rejecting the case.” 

Hutchinson: “Courts Have Not Seen Any Evidence” Of “Extensive” Voter Fraud That Could 


Challenge Election Result. Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R), on Fox News Sunday =! (11/29, 1.27M), 
said, “Most importantly the courts have not seen any evidence of such extensive fraud that they have to change 


the result. Scores of courts have looked at that and so that’s why the General Service Administration recagnized 
Vice President Biden as President-elect. He is President-elect. We need to work that transition. | applaud 
President Trump for initiating that transition and making sure that is happening.” However, Hutchinson added, 
“When you look at the elections, it would be good after the fact that we have a bipartisan review for best 
practices, because this is going to come up again as to how to handle absentee votes, what's the best way to 
protect the integrity of those votes to give people confidence.” 

Sen, Blunt Says Ne Expects Biden Will Be inaugurated On Jan. 20. Politico (11/29, Semones, 
4.29M) reports Sen. Roy Blunt (R-MO} “repeatedly declined to refer to Joe Biden as the ‘president-elect’ on 


Sunday, despite acknowledgments from some fellow Senate Republican colleagues who have recognized the 
former vice president's electoral win.” 


However, Blunt said on CNN's State Of The Union = (11/29, 1.8M), “We are certainly moving forward as if 
[Biden will be inaugurated] on January the 20th.” He added, “The rules committee | chaired issued the 
regulations a few days ago so that Senate employees who wanted to be a part of what is called the landing 
teams and the various agencies have a legal structure now to where they can go and be at those agencies 
between now and January the 20th, if the Biden organization wants them to do that. But the President wants to 
see this process play out.” According to Blunt, “The President-elect technically has to be elected President by the 
electors and thal happens in the middle of December and January Sth, I’m one of the four members of the 


Congress thai participates in the joint session that decides that those electoral voies are fully accepted and that 


is when this process is over: when those votes are accepted and counted.” On CNN’s State Of The Union. 
(11/29, 1.8M), he also discussed potential adjustments to the inauguration because of the coronavirus. 
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in his Washington Post (41/29, 14.2M)} column, James Downie criticizes Blunts response and argues that 
the Republican Party of 2020 “may look different from fits earlier incarnations, but the fundamentals remain the 
same: The party is fearful of change, partial to fearmongering, hostile to free elections and running shori on 
competence. Don’t be surprised if the GOP of 2030 looks a lot like thal, too.” 

Krebs Says He is Confident in Security Of 2020 Election. Former CISA director Chris Krebs told 


CBS’ 60 Minutes = (11/29, 10.48M), “| have confidence in the security of this election, because | know the work 
that we've done for four years in support of our state and local partners. | know the work the intelligence 


community has done, the Department of Defense has done, that the FBI has done, and my team has done. | 
know that these systems are more secure. | know based on what we have seen that any attacks on the election 
were not successful.” Asked if he stands by his statement that the election was “the most secure in American 
history,” Krebs said, “Yeah, i stand by that.” The rest of the interview can be seen here =. 

Subsequently, The Hill (11/29, Bowden, 2.98M) reports the President “ripped CBS News’s ‘60 Minutes’ on 
Sunday after an interview with his former cybersecurity chief was broadcast on the program.” According to The 


Hill, “Trump accused producers of the program of not contacting the White House for comment about” Krebs’ 
remarks. 

Mullen Criticizes Administration For Delaying Transition Process. The Washington Times 
(11/28, Meier, 492K) reports ret. Navy Adm. Michael Mullen, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in an 
NBC “Meet the Press” interview on Sunday “predicted that the transition is going to be ‘particularly difficult’ as it 
relates to national security.” The Hill (11/29, Choi, 2.98M)} reports Mullen “said...it was best to ‘give any president 
as many options and as much space as possible,’ when speaking on the presidential transition process which 
had been delayed by the Trump administration.” He added, “Ii appears that the current administration is trying to 
lock in as many options as, as many issues as possible to make it much more difficult for President-elect Biden 
to govern. And actually, historically, that has just never been the case.” 

Newsmax Sees Opportunity in Sacking Trump’s Efforts To Challenge Election. Under the 
headline “The King Of Trump TV Thinks You're Dumb Enough To Buy It,” the New York Times (41/28, Smith, 
18.61M) profiles Newsmax CEO Chris Ruddy, who “has found a business opportunity in feeding Trump 
supporters the fantasy that the president could still win the election.” According to the Times, Ruddy “has 
capitalized on the anger of Mr. Trump’s supporters at Fox News for delivering the unwelcome news, first in 
Arizona and then nationally, that Mr. Trump had lost his re-election campaign. On Newsmax, however, the fight 
is stil on, the imaginary election-altering Kraken is yet to be released, Mr. Trump is striving valiantly for four more 
years and the ratings are incredible.” However, the Times says Ruddy “is not the sort of true-believing ideologue 
his viewers may imagine in the foxhole alongside them.” 

WSJournal Calis For Ballot Reform in Aftermath Of 2020 Election. in an editorial, the Wall Street 
Journal (17/29, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) crilicizes a Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruling regarding ballois 
that are improperly or insufficiently filed out and cails on lawmakers in the state and across the couniry to 
address how to handle such faulty ballots ahead of the next election. 


Trump To Campaign For Perdue, Loeffler In Georgia. 


The Washington Times (11/28, Swoyer, 492K) reports President Trump will campaign in Georgia ahead of the 
January run-off elections for US Senate. Trump “is expected to campaign for Sens. David Perdue and Kelly 
Loeffler, wo Republicans hoping to keep their seats and retain control of the Senate.” 
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Ossoff: Perdue “Needs To Came Out Of Hiding” About His Stock Safes. Georgia Senate 
candidate Jon Ossoff (D) was asked on CNN’s State Of The Union = (11/29, 2.07M} about the Justice 
Department closing its investigation into Sen. David Perdue’s (R) stock sales. Ossoff said, “I think that the 


standard of conduct for a sitting US Senator needs to be higher than that he wasn’t indicted for egregiously 
unethical misconduct. Senator Perdue was buying up shares in manufaciurers of vaccines and medical 
equipment and dumping his casino shares while he had access to classified briefings on COVID-19 and was 
telling the rest of us this was no deadlier than the flu. All year, Sen. Perdue has been lying to the public and 
press insisting he had no control over his stock trades. But this new reporting reveals that the FBI investigation, 
the banking records reveal he was, in fact, personally directing his own stock trades. So now Senator Perdue 
needs to come out of hiding.” 

Loeffler, Collins Stress importance Of Voter Turnout. Loeffler said on Fox News’ Sunday Morning 
Futures (147/29), “We have a very strong field organization. We are going to monitor and verify all the signatures. 
We are going to be right there and make sure that Georgians can trust this process because we have to have 
integrity in our elections. Given everything that’s on the line January Sth, we're making sure that Georgians are 
fired up to turn out to vote because if we don’t vote, we won't win. If we vote, we will win this election and keep 
America prosperous and secure for generations to come.” 

The Hill (11/29, Axelrod, 2.98M) reports Rep. Doug Collins (R-GA) “urged Republican voters to keep track 
of local election laws and turn out in two Senate runoffs in January amid concerns that some in the GOP will 
boycott the contests.” On John Catsimatidis’s radio show on WABC 770, Collins “said it was imperative for voters 
to make sure that their votes would be tallied in the two races.” Collins said, “Well | think the biggest thing in all of 
this is to focus on being involved in the election process. This election process showed that people had to be on 
guard, not just in the election time, but also in all times. [If we see changes to how we administer absentee 
ballots, how we see changes adminisiered to our voter rolls, people have to take advantage of that and watch 
that.” 

Faith-Sased Groups Organizing On Soth Sides Of Georgia Senate Runoffs. The AP (11/29, 
Schor, Nadler) says “faith-based organizing is heating up” in the Georgia runoffs as “conservative Christians are 
rallying behind” Loeffler and Perdue, “while Black churches and liberal-leaning Jewish groups are backing 
Democratic challengers Rev. Raphael Warnock” and Ossoff. 


Biden Announces All-Female Senior Communications Team. 


On NBC Nightly New: = (11/29, story 3, 1:00, Snow, 3.52M), Kelly O'Donnell reported Joe Biden’s transition 
team on Sunday “rolled out a big staff announcement. Women to fill all the top seven communications roles, 


including former Obama aide Jen Psaki, named White House press secretary, and depuly campaign manager 
Kate Bedingfield as communications director.” The AP (11/29, Jaffe) highlights that four of the seven top White 
House communications roles “will be filled by women of color, and it’s the first time the entire senior White House 
communications team will be entirely female.” 

Reuters (11/29, Volcovici) reports Biden said, “| am proud ito announce today the first senior White House 
communications team comprised entirely of women. These qualified, experienced communicators bring diverse 
perspeciives to their work and a shared commitment to building this country back better.” A front-page 
Washington Post (11/29, Ai, Linskey, 14.2M) article says that Biden’s selections “show the president-elect’s 
determination to bring in a more diverse leadership team than what Washington has seen in the past,” and they 
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“reflect the reality that women powered Biden's victory via, among other contributions, record activism and 
paiitical donations.” 

The Wall Street Journal (11/29, Parti, Subscription Publication, 7.57M)}, Bloomberg (11/29, Epstein, 4.73M}, 
USA Today (11/29, Garrison, Jansen, 10.31M)}, and The Hill (11/29, Coleman, 2.98M), among other outlets, 
report similarly. 


Biden To Announce Economic Advisers This Week. 


The New York Times (11/29, Rappepori, Tankersley, 18.61M)} reporis Joe Biden “is expected to name top 
members of his economic team this week, including Cecilia Rouse, a Princeton labor economist, to run the 
Council of Economic Advisers, and Neera Tanden, the chief executive of the Center for American Progress, to 
lead the Office of Management and Budget, according to people familiar with the matter.” The Times adds the 
announcement, which “will include Mr. Biden’s decision to name Janet L. Yellen, the former Federal Reserve 
chair, as Treasury secretary — would potentially culminate in several women in top economic roles, including the 
first Black woman to lead the Council of Economic Advisers and the first Indian-American to lead the Office of 
Management and Budget. All three jobs require Senate confirmation.” In a front-page exclusive, the Wall Street 
Journal (14/29, A1, Thomas, Davidson, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) says Biden and Sen. Kamala Harris (D- 
CA) are expected to formally make the announcement on Tuesday. 

Bloomberg (11/29, Epstein, Mohsin, 4.73M)} says that in addition to promoting “ethnic and gender diversity, 
the choices show Biden turning to experienced Washington hands as he begins building his economic team.” 
Politico (11/28, Cassella, White, Pager, 4.29M) reports Biden “has been under rising pressure to select more 
people of color for senior jobs in his administration.” Reuters (11/29, Marte, Timmons) and The Hill (11/29, Choi, 


2.98M), among other outlets, report similarly. 


Biden Twists Ankle, Suffers Hairline Fracture While Playing With Dog. 


The Washington Post (11/29, Wang, 14.2M) reports Joe Biden “slipped Saturday while playing with his dog 
Major, one of his two German shepherds, his office said,” and subsequenily “visited Delaware Orthopaedic 
Specialists in Newark, Del., about a half-hour from his home near Wilmington.” The Post adds a follow-up scan 
“confirmed hairline fractures in Biden's lateral and intermediate cuneiform bones, in his right mid-foot, according 
to his physician, Kevin O’Connor.” The AP (11/29, Jaffe) also reports O’Connor in a statement revealed Biden 
“sustained a sprain of his right foot.” Bloomberg (11/29, Korie, Condon, 4.73M) reporis Biden will “likely require a 
walking boot for the next several weeks, his doctor said.” 


The Hill (11/29, Coleman, 2.98M) provides similar coverage, as did brief ABC World News Tonight = 
(11/29, story 5, 0:35, Llamas, 6.37M), CBS Weekend News = (11/29, story 5, 1:10, Yuccas, 10.48M), and NBC 
Nightly News = (14/29, story 5, 0:25, Snow, 3.52M) segmenis. 

Jill Siden indicates Family is Planning To Get A Cat. The New York Times (11/28, Waller, 18.61M) 
reports that during his presidential campaign, Joe Biden “said it was time for a pet to be put back in the White 
House. First ii was announced that Champ and Major, the German shepherds belonging to the president-elect 
and future first lady Jil Biden, would roam the White House. And now, after an absence of more than a decade, 
a cal is set fo also join the ranks of presidential pets.” The Times adds that Dr. Biden in an interview with WITG- 
TV Washington (41/28, 72K} “hinted that if her husband won the presidency, she would not mind getting a cat.” 
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The Hill (41/29, Folley, 2.98M) and a brief NBC Nightly News! = (11/29, story 10, 0:25, Snow, 3.52M) 


segment provided similar coverage. 


Pressure Mounting On Newsom To Appoint Harris Successor. 


The New York Times (11/29, Hubler, Burns, 18.617M) reports “the pressure is mounting” on California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom (D) to “appoint someone to fill the soon-to-be-vacant U.S. Senate seat of Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris.” While “many names have been floated to succeed Ms. Harris,” California Secretary of State Alex Padilla, 
a “stalwart” Newsom ally, “has emerged as the front-runner, according to more than a half-dozen advisers, 
political consuliants and fellow lawmakers familiar with the governor’s thinking.” The Times says Newsom “faces 
extraordinary crosscurrents of factional rivalry and identity politics in a state where the Democratic Party is 
thoroughly defined by both.” Democratic leaders “have sought to tug Mr. Newsom in different directions, playing 
on what they see as his short- and long-term political aspirations.” 


Malliotakis Promises A Conservative Counterbalance To AOC’s Squad. 


Politico (11/29, Semones, 4.29M) reporis on CNN’s State Of The Union 
(R-NY) “promised a conservative answer to Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s ‘socialist squad’ after a record 


| Sunday, Rep.-elect Nicole Malliotakis 


number of Republican women were elected to serve in the House.” Malliotakis told CNN “a natural alliance is 
eccurring among members” of the incoming freshman class of Republicans. She said, “| think what you're going 
to see is a group of individuals who are going to serve as a counterbalance to the values of the socialist squad. 
.. [think there’s just a stark contrast between what we're offering and what people like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
are offering. And that’s something that needs to be debated in Washington.” 

Facing Criticism After House, Senate Losses, Liberals Working To Exert influence On 
Democratic Party. Tne Washington Post (11/29, Sullivan, Bade, 14.2M) reports liberals are “toiling to exert 
their influence on a party led by President-elect Joe Biden, an avowed centrist, and his moderate allies on 
Capitol Hill.” Moderates “blame the polarizing themes charnpioned by the left for the party’s shrunken House 
majority and Senate losses. This recrimination from party leaders, along with skepticism from some Biden allies, 
could limit liberals’ ability to influence the party's direction.” However, liberals argue “that their base won Biden 
the White House —~ and that now they must deliver on promises to pass climate change legislation and fight 
economic inequality.” Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), co-chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, “and 
others have argued that the party needs io listen to Its liberal members if Democrats want to energize their base 
to win in 2022.” 


Virginia Democratic Lawmakers Fear Bill Limits Will Harm Their Agenda. 


The Washington Post (11/27, Vozzella, 14.2M) reports that due to the coronavirus pandemic, which “has made 
the logistics of legislating more difficult, Virginia’s House and Senate will strictly limit the number of bills that can 
be introduced for the General Assembly session that begins Jan. 13.” As a result, Virginia lawmakers are being 
“especially selective about what bills they submit.” The Post says some Democratic lawmakers fear the party’s 
agenda could be a “casually of thal policy.” However, “many Democrats say it won't hurt the party to be more 
focused and disciplined — particularly as the GOP tries to portray them as overreaching radicals.” 


Black Woman To Serve As Brigade Commander At US Naval Academy For The First Time. 
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(11/29, story 9, 2:40, Yuccas, 10.48M) reported starting next semester, senior 
Sydney Barber, “a Black woman will serve as Brigade Commander at the US Naval Academy.” CBS (Miller) 
added Barber will be the first Back woman to hold the post. Barber: “I’m extremely humbled to play a role in this 
moment of history. ... For a Black female to be taking command of an institulion that once never had a single 
female, let alone a Black person, it speaks volumes fo how far we have come.” 
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« Wisconsin Sets State Record For COVID-19 Deaths. 

* Researchers Say Child-Care Centers Do Not Drive Spread Of Coronavirus Even In Communities With High 
infection Rates. 

* Number Of Daily COVID-19 Cases In Greater DC Region Hits Two-Month High. 

« Physicians Say “Long COVID” Could Be Up To Four Syndromes Affecting All Parts Of Body, Mind. 

* COVID-19 Cases Rise At Religious School In California; Leader Calls Face Masks “Worthless.” 

* Georgia Jail’s Entire Population Under Quarantine Due To COVID-19 Concerns. 

* COVID-19 “Stressing” Gove County, Kansas. 

* Survey Says Only 28% Of Logistics Companies Prepared For COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution. 

« Pfizer, BioNTech SE COVID-19 Vaccine Trial Still Ongoing. 

¢ Bil Gates Touts Promise Of Regeneran’s COVID-19 Treatment, But Stresses It is Not A Cure. 
«WPost: Trump’s “Unrealistic Promises” Spurring COVID-19 Vaccine Uncertainty. 

°e WSJ/NBC Poil illustrates Americans’ Wariness About COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« CDC Says Children May Not Get COVID-19 Vaccine initially. 

* Column: Trump, Other GOP Leaders Are “Thoughtlessly Cheapening” Deaths Of More Than 200,000 
Americans. 
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° Book Excerpt Quotes Trump’s Early Claim That COVID-19 Deaths Would Be Below 100,000. 

* Opinion: Herd immunity Approach Will Cost Lives, Further Damage US Economy. 

° Trump Overstates WHO Position On Lockdowns With Tweet Claiming Vindication. 

« Apprehensions At Border Indicate Trump Policies Have Had Little Effect On Hegal Crossings. 

* Opinion: Decision-Making On Opening US Schools Doesr’t Deserve Passing Grade. 

« As Virus Cases Spike, Trump Administration Task Force Appears Less Influential Than Ever. 

* As Trump Declared Early Victory Over Coronavirus, Administration Officials Were Less Sanquine. 

» Wisconsin Judge Temporarily Halts Capacity Restrictions, Orders Health Officials To Appear. 

* Beverly Hills Nixes Trick-Or-Treating For Halloween In Face Of Coronavirus. 

* Detroit Lays Out Guidelines For Halloween Activities. 

* Arkansas Judge Rejects GOP Lawmakers’ Challenge To Governor's Virus Mandates. 

* California Officials Work To Prepare To Distribute Coronavirus Vaccines. 

* ilinois Health Official Urges Residents To Prepare For Different Type Of Holiday Celebrations. 

* New York Governor Seeks Fine For Concert Promoters, Warns Schools That Are Ignoring Closure Orders. 
« New York Governor Denies Hospitals Were Ever Overwhelmed At Height Of Virus Quibreak. 

* Indiana Governor Chooses Not To Reinstate Restrictions Despite Surge In Virus Cases. 

« US Airlines Partnering With Health Companies To Offer Pre-Flight FDA-Approved COVID-19 Tests. 

° One Quarter Milllon Rapid COVID-19 Tesis Will Be Shipped To Pennsylvania Nursing Homes In First Allotment 
Of Weekly Distribution. 

* Rapid Antigen Tests For Coronavirus Will Be Game Changer, Pan American Health Organization Director 
Says. 

* Texas Launches COVID-19 Rapid Testing Pilot Program. 

¢ People With Blood Type O May Be Less Vulnerable To COVID-19, Studies Suggest. 

* Airbnb Combats Surge In Party Houses As Pandernic Shuts Nighiclubs. 

° YouTube To Start Taking Down Videos Questioning Expert Consensus On COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« Brigham Young University-Idaho Threatens Students With Suspension, Expulsion For Intentionally Exposing 
Themselves Or Others To COVID-19. 

«NFL Executives Fear COVID-19 Protocols Fatiguing Teams, Staff. 

* Many US Hospitals Struggling To Survive Amid Pandemic’s Latest Wave. 

« Nearly Three Quarters Of Americans Afraid Of Returning To Workplace Due To COVID-719, Survey Reveals. 
* Pandemic Derailing Global Efforis To Tackle Tuberculosis, WHO Says. 

* Cases Of Young People Getting Severe COVID-19 Draws Coverage. 

* Despite Being World’s Most-Prepared Country, US Failed To Follow Qwn Playbook On Pandemic. 

* States Rushing To Make Plans For Mass Vaccinations Face Lack Of Information On Many Fronts. 

« Opinion: California’s Public Health Strategy Should Be Model For Other States, Agencies. 


Global Health News 

* WHO Warns Against Complacency In COVID-19 Fatality Rate. 

* Russian Health Officials Approve Second COVID-19 Vaccine Without Completing Phase 3 Trial. 
« Chinese Company Offering COVID-19 Vaccine To Students Outside Clinical Trials. 

« MIS Chief Describes Efforts To Support, Protect COVID-19 Vaccine Research. 


GADB0000002253 


e WHO: Young, Healthy People May Have To Wait For COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Sinovac Poised To Begin COVID-19 Vaccine Trials In Philippines This Year. 

* Opinion: US Should Look To Pacific Rim Countries For Model On Containing Coronavirus. 

«UK, European Union Combined Surpass US In New Daily Cases Of COVID-19. 

* European Countries Applying Drastically Contrasting Strategies To Contain Spread Of Coronavirus. 

« Over 60 People Traced To Canadian Spin Studio Test Positive For Coronavirus. 

* Johnson Resists Calls For Another National Lockdown, But Leaves Option Open. 

* Additional 10,000 Children Each Month May Die This Year Globally From Malnuirition Due To Pandemic, WHO 
Chief Says. 

* Lombardy Once Again Driving Increase In New Coronavirus Cases In Italy. 

+ Emotional Fatigue Sets On Among Intensive Care Staff At Madrid Hospital. 

« G-20 Nations Agree To Extend Suspension Of Debt Payments By Additional Six Months To Most Vulnerable 
Countries. 

* Developed Nations With Early Lockdowns, Well-Prepared Health Systems Avoided More COVID-19 Deaths, 
Study Suggests. 

* Philippines President Wants Poor, Soldiers, Police To Be First To Receive Coronavirus Vaccine. 

« Philippines Needs More Money To Vaccinate Entire Population, President Says. 

° Portugal Imposes Tougher Restrictions To Contain Growing Spread Of Coronavirus. 

* Businesses In Israel Seeking Ways To Get Around Couniry’s Strict Coronavirus Lockdown Measures. 

* Canada Facing Second Wave Of Coronavirus, WHO Says. 

* France imposes Curfew On Paris Region, Other Major Urban Centers To Curb Spread Of Coronavirus. 


HHS in the News 

« Senators From Both Parties Question Barrett About Severability In Relation To Pending ACA Challenge. 

» Azar Lauds Trump Administration’s Technology Response To The Pandemic, Emphasizes Data Collection 
Efforts. 

* House Dems Criticize Trump’s Pandemic Response, Push For Cooperation With Other Countries. 

* Bipartisan Group Of Senators Wanis Azar To Protect Healthcare Providers’ Access To Pandemic Relief Funds. 
* CMS Adds 11 Procedures To Lisi Of Telehealth Services Will Cover During Pandemic. 

« Verma Warns Gap In Routine, Preventative Care For Children Buring Pandemic Risks New Health Crisis. 

* Study Finds CMS Penalizes Hospitals Incorrectly In Readmissions Program. 

* Drug Overdose Deaths Rose In First Three Months Of Year, CDC Data Show. 

« FDA issues Warnings To Companies Selling Dietary Supplements Containing Cesium Chloride. 

* House Subcommittee investigating Potential White House Interference Affecting CDC’s “No-Sail” Cruise Ship 
Order. 

* Tucker Carison Fires Back Ai CDC After Agency Spokesperson Says His Commentary On Masks Was 
“Misleading.” 

« Source: AstraZeneca Took Weeks To Submit Vaccine Trial Safety Data To FDA. 

* FDA's Hahn: Trial Stoppages Are Key To Ensuring COVID-19 Vaccine Safety. 

* FDA Approves Pfizer Plan To Enroll Children 12 Years And Up In COVID-19 Vaccine Trial. 

« Opinion: CDC Should Stay Out Of Thanksgiving. 
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National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
* Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

° At lowa Rally, Trump Says He Is “A Little Bit Concerned” About Polling In State. 

* Supreme Court Ruling Adds To Census “Whiplash.” 

¢ Bernhardt: Trump Will Go Down As “Greatest Conservation President In Our Lifetime.” 
« Army Plans New Policy On Searching For Missing Soldiers. 

° NBC Sources Say Trurnp Expected Candidacy To Fail, Allowing Continuation Of “The Apprentice.” 
« Biden Has Eighi-Point National Lead In IBD/TIPP Tracking Poll. 

° Early Voting Now Underway in Most Of US. 

* Trump And Biden To Appear In “Dueling Town Halls” On Different Networks Thursday Night. 
«NYTimes Examines Trump’s Latino Support. 

* Pence Campaigns In Michigan. 

» Biden, DNC Raised $383M In September. 

* Biden Highlights Catholic Faith In Campaign’s Final Stretch. 

* Kelly Has 11-Point Lead In Arizona Senaie Poll. 

¢ Polls Show Tight Races For Both Georgia Senate Seats. 

* AP Profile: McGrath Faces “Strong Headwinds” In Kentucky Senate Run. 

°* Espy Says Hyde-Smith “Disrespecting” Mississippi Voters By Refusing To Debate. 

« Bullock Has Two-Point Lead In Montana Senate Poll. 

° Shaheen Leads By 15 Points In New Hampshire Senate Poll. 

« Cunningham Leads In Two North Carolina Senate Polls. 

* Graham Raised $28M In O03, A Record For A GOP Senate Candidate. 

* DOCC Launches “Seven-Figure Ad Campaign” Targeting Latinos In Battlegrounds. 

* Gianforte Has Five-Point Lead In Montana Gubernatorial Poll. 

* Sununu Up By 24 Points In New Hampshire Gubernatorial Poll. 

« Cooper Leads By 14 Points In North Carolina Gubernatorial Poll. 

e WSJournal Urges Califfomians To Reject Proposition 15. 


White House Officials Promote Herd Immunity Declaration Signed By Fake Names: Report. 


The Hill (40/14, Coleman, 2.98M) reports that White House officials “have promoted a declaration supporting 
herd immunity that has reporiediy been signed by fake names, The New York Times reporied Tuesday.” White 
House officials “cited Great Barrington Declaration in a Monday phone call, which argues that the government 
should push for herd immunity with more infeclions among the healthy population, according to two senior 
administration officials.” The declaration “has been signed by 445,902 concemed citizens, 9,510 medical and 
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public health scientists and 25,049 medical practitioners, according to its website.” But “Sky News found last 
week that dozens of fake names had signed the document, including Dr. [.P. Freely, Dr. Person Fakename and 
Dr. Johnny Bananas.” 

Additional Sources. Forbes (10/14, 9.71M) contributor Misha Gajewski writes that the White House “is 
reportedly embracing a herd-irmmunity approach focused on ‘protecting the elderly and the vulnerable’ but 


experts are calling the plan dangerous, ‘unethical,’ and equivalent to ‘mass murder.” The head of the World 
Health Organization “said Monday that allowing the novel coronavirus to spread in an attempt to reach herd 
immunity was ‘simply unethical.’” Similarly, National institutes of Health (NIH) Director Francis Collins “also 

denounced herd immunity as a viable plan.” 

USA Today (10/14, Weise, 10.31M) reports, “The idea that the public can infect its way out of the COVID-19 
pandemic is ‘a dangerous fallacy unsupported by the scientific evidence, 80 researchers said Wednesday ina 
letter published in the Lancet.” They “strongly denounced the idea, advocated by the White House, of achieving 
‘herd immunity’ against the virus that causes the disease by letting healthy people with a low risk of serious 
illness get infected.” 


NBC Nightly News 
448K) also report. 


= (10/44, story 5, 0:40, Holt, 5.56M)} and the Washington Examiner (10/14, Hogberg, 


Trump Has Shown Little Respect For U.S. Science. So Why Are Some Parts Thriving? 


In an analysis, Science (10/14, Mervis, 427K) says many researchers label President Trump “the most 


antiscience president in living memory.” However, some “aspecis of the administration's overall record” in 
science “elicit a more posilive response.” The outlet “talked to dozens of researchers, administrators, and 
lobbyists” in order “to analyze Trump’s record” in difference areas of science. The NIH “has seen its budget rise 
by 39% in the past 5 years despite deep cuts proposed by Trump.” The piece says “Trump has often ignored 
advice from experts, such as” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci, “on how to address the COVID-19 pandemic.” The 
majority of “scientists give high marks to the officials who lead agencies that hand out the bulk of federal 
research dollars,” including NIH Director Francis Collins. Meanwhile, CDC Director Robert Redfield and FDA 
Commissioner Stephen Hahn remain “something of an enigma to the U.S. research community.” NCI Director 
Ned Sharpless “has been ‘fantastic, says Jon Retzlaff, chief policy officer for the American Association for 
Cancer Research.” 


The Inside Story Of How Trump’s COVID-19 Coordinator Undermined The World’s Top 
Health Agency. 


Science (10/14, Piller, 427K) reports that when White House Coronavirus Task Force Coordinator Deborah Birx 
“was named coordinator of the task force in February, she was widely praised as a tough, indefatigable manager 
and a voice of data-driven reason.” However, “some of her actions have undermined the effectiveness of the 
world’s preerninent public health agency, according to a Science investigation.” Interviews involving “nine current 
CDC employees, several of them senior agency leaders, and 20 former agency leaders and public health experis 
~ as well as a review of more than 100 official ernails, memos, and other documents — suggest Bin’s hospital 
data takeover fils a pallern in which she opposed CDC guidance, sometimes promoting President Donald 
Trump’s policies or views against scientific consensus.” Science mentions CDC Director Robert Redfield, NIAID 
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Director Anthony Fauci, HHS Secretary Alex Azar, Surgeon General Jerome Adams, CDC Principal Deputy 
Director Anne Schuchat, CMS Administrator Seema Verma, and NIH Director Francis Collins. 


Donald Trump, Joe Biden To Hold Competing Town Halls Thursday Instead Of A Debate. 


USA Today (10/14, 10.31M) reporis, “Their face-to-face debate canceled, President Donald Trump and 
Democratic challenger Joe Biden will instead hold dueling town halis Thursday on competing television 
networks.” On Wednesday, NBC said “it will host a Trump town hall at 8 p.m. EDT on Thursday — the same time 
at which ABC will be hosting a similar event with Biden in Philadelphia.” Trump's event will take place “in Miami, 
which was supposed to be the site of a second debate between the two candidates. That showdown was 
canceled after Trump refused to participate once it was moved to a virtual format because of his COVID-19 
diagnosis.” The article says, “NBC also released a statement by Dr. Clifford Lane, clinical director at’ the NIAID, 
saying that he and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “have reviewed the president's case and cleared him for the 
public appearance.” 

Additional Sources. The AP (10/14, Bauder) reports, "NBC News agreed to put President Donald Trump 
before voters in a town hall event on Thursday after the president submitted to an independent coronavirus test 
with the results reviewed by Dr. Anthony Fauci.” The article says NBC’s announcernent about the town hail 
elicited “a sharp backlash on social media, where a call to boycott the network was a trending topic on Twitter.” 
The network “said Trump would be at least 12 feet (3.66 meters) from moderator Savannah Guthrie and the 
audience.” The piece adds, “Trump's ability to reach a national television audience on Thursday was in part 
dependent on Fauci, who had expressed anger at the Trump campaign in recent days for using one of his 
statements in a campaign ad.” 

McClatchy (10/14, Wilner, 19K) reports that the White House turned to Fauci and Lane “to review ‘the 
totality’ of President Donald Trump’s test results from his recent coronavirus diagnosis in order to determine 
whether he remains infectious to others, according to a source familiar with the matter.” Trump’s aides turned to 
the two infectious disease experts “for an ‘impartial review as a means of providing assurance to NBC,’ the 
source told McClaichy.” The article adds, “One of the president's recent tests was a highly accurate ‘polymerase 
chain reaction’ test conducted by the NIH. PCR tests identify whether genetic material of COVID-19 is present in 
the body.” 

NBC News (10/14, 6.14M) reports that Trump's town hall “will take place outdoors at the Pérez Ari Museum 
in accordance with guidelines set forth by health officials and consistent with all government regulations.” 
Attendees “will also be socially distanced and required to wear masks, answer a symptoms questionnaire and 
take a temperature check before entering the outdoor venue. Every NBC News staffer will be tested on site in 
Miami.” 

Reuters (10/14, O'Donnell) reports that “Trump is no longer capable of spreading the novel coronavirus and 
can aitend a town hall on Thursday without pulting others at risk, top U.S. public health official Anthony Fauci 
said in an interview with CBS Evening News.” In addition, Fauci “said in the CBS interview thai the United States 
was unlikely to have 100 million doses of a vaccine deemed by regulators as ‘safe and effective’ available by the 
end of the year, contrary to a claim Trump made in September.” 


Ea (10/14, story 4, 0:20, O'Donnell, 


Among other news outlets covering the story are the CBS Evening News 


0:35, Holt, 556M), CNN (70/14, Klein, 83.18M), The Hill (10/14, Vella, 2.98M), Forbes (10/14, Durkee, 9.771M), 
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the Miami Heraid (10/14, Smiley, 1.09M), the New York Post (10/14, Moore, 4.57M), Newsweek (10/14, Fink, 
1.53M), Axios (10/14, Allen, Perano, 521K}, the Washington Times (10/14, Sherfinski, 492K), the Washington 
Examiner (10/14, Brest, 448K), the Daily Caller (10/14, Datoc, 715K), Business Insider (10/14, Seddiq, 3.67M}, 
and Talking Points Memo (10/14, Cabrera, 260K). 


Fauci Ramps Up War Of Words With Trump, Warns Rallies Pose Covid Risk. 


Forbes (10/14, Solender, 9.77M) reports that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “ramped up his war of words with 
President Trump on Wednesday by warning of potential coronavirus risks at his rallies and contradicting several 
of his central claims about the pandemic.” During “an interview with CBS News, Fauci warned that the large 
congregation of people’ at Trump’s hangar rallies — along with photos he’s seen in which many attendees are noi 
wearing masks — are a ‘risk’ and a ‘potential problem.” In addition, Fauci “called out ‘risk behavior’ by Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis at a recent Trump rally in which DeSantis walked maskiess through a crowd, high-fived 4 
fellow Trump supporter and touched his nose, calling such actions ‘ill-advised. 

Additional Source, Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (10/14, 260K) that on 
Wednesday, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “warned the public against letting their quard down on COVID-19, 
despite President Trump's return to the campaign trail as the country records more than 215,000 fatalities from 
the pandemic thus far.” In “an interview with CBS on Wednesday, Fauci was asked about his response to people 
saying that they're no longer worried about COVID-19 now that Trump — who is 74 and clinically obese, which is 
a demographic placed at higher risk of suffering serious consequences from contracting the novel coronavirus — 
has returned to the campaign trail.” Fauci responded, “That's sort of like saying someone was speeding in a car 
at 95 miles an hour and didn’t get in an accident, so | can go ahead and speed and not get in an accident.” 


Polling Shows Consistently Positive Views Of Fauci As Trump, Biden Embrace Infectious 
Disease Expert. 


Morning Consult (10/14, Galvin) reports, “As an election centered squarely on health care and the governments 
pandemic response approaches, both President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden 
are seeking fo align their candidacies with Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert who's 
known for his blunt public health quidance.” However, “the two White House contenders have taken different 
tacks: Trump’s campaign ran an ad in which Fauci, the longtime director of the National Institute of Alergy and 
Infectious Diseases, seemed to praise the president’s coronavirus response, which Fauci said quoted him 
without his permission and ‘out of context.” For his part, Biden “has said he would ask Fauci to ‘stay on’ as a 
coronavirus adviser and frequently promises to elevate the doctors pandemic recommendations.” The piece 
adds that polls show more registered volers approve of Fauci’s handling of the pandemic than they do Trump’s. 


‘Mass Resignation’: Fauci Likely Safe For Now As Uproar Feared If Trump Ousts Him. 


The Washington Examiner (10/14, Doyle, 448K) reports that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci’s “ouster could 
drive ‘mass resignation or imperil President Trump’s reelection chances, current and forrner White House 
officials say, even as the doctor speaks out publicly against the Trump campaign’s use of him in a recent political 
advertisement.” A “senior White House official expressed a fear that talking too much about Fauci could tamper 
with Trump’s reelection chances. With just three weeks lefi in the presidential race, both Trump and Democratic 
nominee Joe Biden are heavily courting seniors, who are particularly worried about the coronavirus Fauci is 
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trying to fight.” The article adds, “Other health officials, such as Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar 
and his team, ‘are just trying to survive now,’ this person said.” 


Dr. Fauci On COVID Surge, Trump’s Recovery, And A “Very Different” Thanksgiving. 


The CBS Evening New Ea (10/14, story 6, 3:25, O'Donnell, 4.09M) interviewed NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“about the nationwide spike in cases and where the country goes from here in the fight against COVID.” Fauci 
was shown saying, “We were in a difficult place to begin with, Norah. As you know, what we're seeing, 
unfortunately, is upticks in case posiivities, test positivities. That's going to translate, as ii already is, into 


additional hospitalizations, which ultimately are going to translate into additional deaths. And now we're starting 
to see, as you said correctly, an uptick in cases, you know, in 37 states. | mean, that is a substantial proportion of 
the United States of America.” 

CBS News (10/14, 3.68M) reports that Fauci said the US musi “redouble its efforts to contain the 
coronavirus as we enter the fall and winter months.” He stated, “What we really have to do is double down’ on 
preventive measures like social distancing and wearing masks.” The growing number of cases “could be made 
worse as families across the country travel and gather for the holiday season. Fauci said some beloved traditions 
like big Thanksgiving gatherings may need to be avoided this year to keep people safe.” He is quoted as saying, 
“That is unfortunately a risk, when you have people coming from out of town, gathering together in an indoor 
setting. ... tis unfortunate, because that's such a sacred part of American tradition — the family gathering around 
Thanksgiving. But that is a risk.” 

CBS News (10/14, Flores, 3.68M) reporis that Fauci also said, “I think given the fluid and dynamic nature of 
what's going on right now in the spread and the uptick of infections, | think people should be very careful and 
prudent about social gatherings, particularly when members of the family might be at a risk because of their age 
or their underlying condition. ... Namely, you may have to bite the bullet and sacrifice that social gathering unless 
you're pretty certain that the people that you’re dealing with are not infected.” He added, “My Thanksgiving is 
going to look very different this year. ... | would love to have it with my children, but my children are in three 
separate states throughout the country, and in order for them to get here, they would all have to go to an airport, 
get on a plane, travel with public transportation.” 

CNBC (10/14, Feuer, 3.62M) also covers the story. 


Fauci on Trump Recovery: A Lot of People His Age, Weight ‘Did Not Do as Well as the 
President’. 


Newsweek (10/15, Gander, 1.53M) reports National Institute of Allergy and infectious Diseases Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “has warned members of the public in the same COVID-19 risk groups as President Donald 
Trump not to view his recovery as proof that they too will get over the virus.” Fauci “appeared on CBS Evening 
News Wednesday. Host Norah O’Donnell asked what his message was for those who saw the president, who is 
74 years old and clinically obese, recover and are therefore not worried by the virus because he beat it. Obesity 
and age are known to be risk factors for severe COVID-19 and death.” 


Dr. Anthony Fauci’s Vaccine Guidance Most Likely To Encourage Voters To Get Vaccinated. 


Morning Consult (10/14, Galvin) reports, “When it comes to voters’ willingness to seek a coronavirus vaccine, 
recommendations from federal health agencies hold significantly more weight than guidance from politicians, and 
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nobody’s word is valued above that of the nation’s iop infectious disease expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci.” That's “the 
consensus of a new Morning Consult/Politico poll that surveyed voters’ trust in institutions including the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration, politicians such as President Donald 
Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden and top officials from the Depariment of Health and 
Human Services, the CDC and the FDA, as well as pharmaceutical companies, scientists working ouiside of the 
government and the media.” 


Bill Gates: Vaccine Conspiracies Targeting Dr. Fauci And Me Are ‘Unfortunate’ And Hurt 
Public Trust. 


CNBC (10/14, Stankiewicz, 3.62M) reports, “Bill Gates worries about the implications of the baseless anti-vaxxer 
conspiracy theories targeting him and Dr. Anthony Fauci that have emerged during the coronavirus pandemic, 
telling CNBC they can erode confidence in public health strategies.” In an interview “that aired Wednesday on 
“Squawk Box,” Gates said the false claims about him and Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, may 
have implications in getting the public to adopt measures such as vaccines and face coverings that can help slow 
transmission of the virus.” The billionaire philanthropist and Microsoft co-founder said: “The whole digital media 
space where people are dealing with the bad news, the pandemic, has spun up a lot of conspiracy theories.” 


Covid-19’s Deadly Comeback Widens, Spreading Across 46 States. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Levin, 4.73M) reports, “Covid-19’s resurgence has now reached the vast majority of states, 
with viral wildfires raging in the Midwest and early warning signs flashing just about everywhere else, sending 
hospitalizations higher only three weeks from Election Day.” In 46 US states and DC, “the case trend has 
worsened from a month ago, based on the trailing seven-day average of new infections, according to Covid 
Tracking Project data.” At Sepiernber’s end, “that was true of 32 states: at the end of August, just 15 were 
trending up.” 
hospitalizations are “increasing in 36 states across the country.” Meanwhile, according to the broadcast, NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci “[said] to consider family members who are at risk, because of their age and underlying 
conditions, saying, you might need to bite the bullet and sacrifice social gatherings unless you are ceriain the 
people you are dealing with have been recently tested and are not interacting with anyone else unless it's you 
and your family members.” 

NBC Nightly News = (10/14, story 4, 2:40, Holt, 556M) reported some areas of the country are “running 
low on ICU beds.” One third of the US “is now reporting the highest case counts since the start of the pandemic.” 

The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Martin, Calfas, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that in the US, new 
COVID-19 hospitalizations and cases continue to rise. The country recorded over 52,000 coronavirus infections 


on Tuesday. 
The CBS Evening News © (10/14, story 5, 2:10, O'Donnell, 4.09M) aiso reported on the story. 


Rapid Approval Of COVID-19 Vaccine Could Hinder Development Of More Effective 
Alternatives. 


Science (10/14, Cohen, 427K} reporis the “record-breaking” pace of the development of a COVID-19 vaccine 
“could hand the world a new problem. The first vaccine to cross the finish line might be only marginally effective, 
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yet it could become the enemy of the good — or even the great — candidates in the wings by disrupling ongoing 
studies.” The Food and Drug Administration or other requiators will likely “issue the first COVIB-19 vaccine 
approval or emergency use authorization (EUA) for one vaccine while many other candidates have clinical trials 
still underway or in the planning. At that point ongoing studies of any vaccine — including that first one ~— could 
become unethical, because half the study participants are getling a placebo, and now a vaccine with established 
efficacy will be available. ‘It’s a very vexing issue,’ says Christine Grady, who heads the bioethics department at 
the Clinical Center of the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH), which organized a ‘grand rounds’ webinar on 
the challenges last week.” 


University Of Minnesota Leads Recruitment To New COVID-19 Antibody Trial. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (10/14, Olson, 1.04M) reports, “The University of Minnesota is coordinating 4 
federally funded COVID-19 trial to find out whether purified virus-fighting antibodies from as many as 10 donors 
can effectively treat one severe case of the infectious disease.” The study’s “treatment is called anti-coronavirus 
hyperimmune intravenous immunoglobulin, or hIVIG, and is being developed for the trial through a partnership of 
four pharmaceutical companies.” NIAID “formally launched the trial last week, seeking 500 patients through the 
U’s INSIGHT network.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said in a statement that the treatment will hopefully ‘give 
the immune system a needed boost to suppress SARS-CoV-2 early in the course of illness, nipping the infection 
in the bud.” 


Opinion: White House’s New Covid-19 Strategy Is Madness. 


In an opinion piece for CNN (10/14, 83.16M), Jeffrey Sachs, professor and director of the Center for Sustainable 
Development at Columbia University, writes that as if President Trump’s “irresponsibility was not already a 
national tragedy, the White House seems now to favor a controversial approach to Covid-19 that threatens to 
bring nothing less than mass suffering.” On Tuesday, senior Administration “officials said that they were 
receptive to pursuing ‘herd immunity,’ an approach touted by a group of scientists who have put out what they 
call the ‘Great Barrington Declaration.” This proposed “approach runs strongly against the overwhelming 
consensus of public health specialists, including” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci. Sachs concludes, “If 
implemented, a herd immunity strategy might just be the most reckless action by the White House yet.” 


Eli Lilly Says Other Antibody Trials Ongoing After NIH Pause. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Griffin, Cortez, Langreth, 4.73M) reports Eli Lilly said Wednesday that even as it reviews 
safety data that led to the suspension of its ACTIV-3 COVID-19 antibody trial, “other trials using lower doses of 
the drug outside the hospital will continue.” The firm said Tuesday that “enrollment had been paused in the 
ACTIV-3 trial of its monocional antibody treatment sponsored by the National Institutes of Health. The trial is 
testing a high-dose version of the treatment combined with the drug remdesivir.” Despite the ACTIV-3 trial being 
“in limbo,” Lilly “said on Wednesday that the independent data safety monitoring board that recommended the 
pause hasrit called for similar actions to be taken in another government-run trial it is overseeing, known as 
ACTIV-2. A Lilly spokesperson said it also had not affected other trials that use much lower doses in non- 
hospitalized patients.” Bloomberg notes thai Lilly and Regeneron “have approached the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration seeking emergency use authorization for their” antibody treatmenis. 
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AddHional Source. Reuters (10/14, O'Donnell, Erman) reports Ell Lilly “said other trials of its 
experimental coronavirus antibody therapy remain on track after a government-run study testing the treatment in 
hospitalized COVID-19 patients was paused due to safety concerns.” The company “said the paused trial is 


distinct from others it is conducting because it focuses on hospitalized patients who are more severely ill and 
being treated with other drugs as well, including Gilead Sciences Inc’s antiviral remdesivir.” Reuters notes that 
the “National Institutes of Health (NIH), which is collaborating with Lilly on the trial, said the advisory board 
paused the trial after seeing a ‘difference in clinical status’ between patients on Lilly’s drug [and] those who 
received a placebo.” 


3 Covid-19 Trials Have Been Paused For Safety. That’s A Good Thing. 


ina column in the New York Times (10/14, 18.61M)}, Carl Zimmer writes that experts say the recent string of 
pauses of clinical trials for COVID-19 vaccines and treatments “were cornforting, in a way: They show that the 
researchers were following proper safety procedures.” However, “although pauses of vaccine trials are not 
unusual, some experts said that pausing treatment trials ~ like that of Eli Lilly’s antibody drug — is rarer, and 
perhaps more worrisome.” Zimmer writes that when researchers notice a serious problem with a test subject ina 
vaccine trial, they must “report it to the sponsoring companies. And the sponsors then have to report to both the 
Food and Drug Administration and their independent advisers, known as data and safety monitoring boards.” 
However, “the evidence for an adverse event often has to reach a higher bar to pause a drug trial. ... Buta 
National Institutes of Health spokeswoman said the Eli Lilly tial was paused because the safety board found that 
the patients wha had received the antibodies showed a different ‘clinical status’ than those who had received a 
placebo.” 

Additional Source. in commentary for STAT (10/14, 24K), Duke Clinical Research Institute Director 
Adrian Hernandez writes that before the COVID-19 pandemic, pauses in clinical trials were barely newsworthy, 
but now they generate significantly more attention. Hernandez mentions the suspension of AstraZeneca and 
Johnson & Johnson’s vaccine trials, and adds that on Tuesday, “the NIH paused its trial, ACTIV-3, evaluating a 
monoclonal antibody developed by Eli Lilly that’s similarly designed to the one manufactured by Regeneron that 
Presideni Trump received. These pauses show that the system is working, especially in vaccine studies where 
participants are generally healthy and the goal is to prevent infections. In addition to being effective, a vaccine 
must be extremely safe.” 


Halted Clinical Trials Put Focus On COVID-19 Vaccine Transparency. 


The Hill (10/14, Weixel, 2.98M)} reports the recent news of pauses of COVID-19-relaied clinical triais brings “a 
renewed focus on transparency and public confidence.” Experts say these pauses show that the “trial system is 
working to protect patient safety as intended.” However, the activities of trial monitoring boards are “cloaked in 
secrecy, and neither the companies nor the federal government have been forthcoming about the specific 
reasons for pausing the trials.” Moreover, “while other countries quickly restaried the [Johnson & Johnson] trial, it 
is stil on pause in the U.S. as the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) investigates further. AstraZeneca has 
refused to give more details about the safely issue, and the FDA hasn't provided any specifics.” In regards to the 
Eli Lily trial, “the National institutes of Health, which is sponsoring the trial, said the data safety monitoring board 
noticed an ‘overall difference in clinical status’ between the group that received antibodies and the group that 
received a placebo.” 
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Paused Trial Shows That Fearmongering Over ‘Trump Vaccine’ Was Both Dumb And 
Harmful. 


An editorial in the Washington Examiner (10/15, 448K) says the recent suspension of major drug makers’ 
COVID-19 vaccine triais “should help debunk the dangerous fearmongering being pushed by the media and 
leading Democrats that President Trump is somehow going io rush oul an unsafe vaccine before the election.” 
The piece quotes Sen. Kamala Harris having said during the recent vice presidential debate, “If the public health 
professionals, if Dr. Fauci, if the doctors tell us that we should take if, ll be the first in line to take ft, absolutely. 
But if Donald Trump iells us that we should take it, I’m not taking it.” Moreover, the paper writes, “despite all the 
talk about the politicization of science under the Trump administration, the Food and Drug Administration has 
released guidance to drugmakers, saying that it would not authorize the emergency use of any COVID-19 
vaccine unless the companies monitored study participants for two months after the conclusion of the trial.” 


Decoy Cells Trick SARS-CoV-2, Reduce Cytokines In Vitro. 


The Scientist (10/14, Kozlov, 152K) reports research reported in PNAS on October 6 indicates that “genetically 
engineered cells can bind and neutralize the coronavirus in vitro.” Researchers “envision that such cellular 
decoys could be deployed io combat infections. Xiaoyuan Chen, a senior investigator at the National Institute of 
Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), pivoted from developing 
nanotechnology to diagnose and treat cancers to study SARS-CoV-2 when the virus began spreading around the 
world early this year. He had seen previous reports of using decay receptors to trick pathogens such as HIV and 
was curious if the emerging technique might work against SARS-CoV-2.” 


US Regulators Approve 1st Treatment For Ebola. 


The AP (10/14, Johnson) reports that on Wednesday the Food and Drug Administration “approved the first drug 
for the treatment of Ebola.” The FDA approved Inmazeb (atoltivimab/maftivimab/odesivimab), “the drug 
developed by Regeneron Pharmaceuticals for treating adults and children. It was tested during an outbreak in 
Congo that killed nearly 2,300 people before it ended in June.” The drug “dramatically increased survival in study 
participants, compared to three other treatments.” The government will “buy thousands of dases over the next six 
years io go into the Strategic National Stockpile.” 

Additional Sources. Reuters (10/14, Beasley) reports the “triple antibody cocktail” is “the first Ebola virus 
treatment,” saying its FDA approval lends “validation to similar drugs being developed for COVID-19.” 

The Hill (10/14, Wilson, 2.98M) reports research and development on the drug “was funded by a public- 
private partnership between Regeneron and the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority. 
The National institutes of Health and Congo’s Health Ministry helped administer the study.” The Hill quotes HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar saying in a Wednesday statement, “The approval of the firsi-ever therapeutic for Ebola is a 
momentous global health achievement that would have never occurred without American leadership.” 

Also reporting are Forbes (10/14, Cassady, 9.71M), Axios (10/14, Gonzalez, 521K}, and BioPharma Dive 
(10/14, Pagliarulo). 


Months After Achieving Unicorn Status, Orca Steers Into The Fast Lane With An RMAT 
Designation For Cell Therapy Candidate. 
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Endpoints News {10/14} reports months after it achieved “a $192 million Series D and rare unicorn status,” Orca 
Bio has gotten “the FDA’s regenerative medicine advanced therapy (RMAT) designation for its experimental cell 
therapy to treat blood stem cell transplant patients.” The cell therapy candidate Orca-T “entered a Phase I/II trial 
in patients undergoing stem cell transplants for various blood cancers last November, according to an NIH filing.” 


Extra Safety Scrutiny Planned As Virus Vaccine Worries Grow. 


The AP (10/14, Neergaard) reports “US health officials are planning extra scrutiny of the first people vaccinated” 
for COVID-19 — “an added safety layer experis call vital.” Polling shows a growing mistrust of COVID-19 
vaccines among the public, with “repeated tweets from President Donald Trump” raising “the specier of politics 
overriding science.” Vaccines approved for the public “will get additional safety evaluation as they're rolled out. 
Among plans from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Texting early vaccine recipients to check 
how they're feeling, daily for the first week and then weekly out to six weeks.” Moreover, despite “Trump's 
objections, the Food and Drug Administration issued clear safety and effectiveness standards that shots must 
meet - and Commissioner Stephen Hahn insists career scientists, not politicians, will decide each possible 
vaccine’s fate only after all the evidence is debated at a public meeting. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. 
infectious diseases expert, says that should be reassuring because it means scientists like himself will see all the 
evidence.” 


The White House Is Embracing A ‘Herd Immunity’ Strategy That Would Allow COVID-19 To 
Spread Freely And Is Widely Disputed By Scientists. 


Tom Porter writes for Business Insider (10/14, 3.67M)} that the “White House is embracing a controversial ‘herd 
immunity strategy in response to the coronavirus, according to a briefing given by anonymous senior officials.” 
This “strategy would allow the virus to spread freely with the belief that most of the population would develop a 
degree of immunity. [t advocates shielding the more vulnerabie to limit loss of life.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony 
Fauci “takes an opposite view of the virus, urging drastic action to limit its spread.” 

Additional Source. Talking Points Memo (10/14, 260K) also covers the story. 


Herd Immunity Is Not The Way Out Of The Coronavirus Pandemic, Experts Say. 


CNN (10/15, Holcombe, 83.16M) reporis former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. 
Thomas Frieden criticized the notion of “pursuing herd immunity” to fight COVID-19, saying that “the idea of 
letting the virus run unchecked through communilies ‘misses the basic point that we're all connected.’ ... Frieden 
was responding to recent efforts to promote herd immunity as an answer to Covid-19. The idea is being pushed 
by those eager to stop the economic damage the pandemic has caused.” CNN mentions NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci’s comments about President Trump’s potential contagion risk. 


Artificial Intelligence May Improve Heart Transplant Outcomes. 


Health IT Analytics (10/14, Kent) reports, “A $3.2 million grant from NIH will support researchers in using artificial 
intelligence to improve outcomes for” patients who undergo heart transplants. Investigators “from the Perelman 
School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland Clinic, and 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center will use the four-year grant to determine the likelihood of cardiac patlenis accepting 
or rejecting a new heart.” A team of NCI researchers “recently developed a fully automated dual stain test to 
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improve cervical cancer screenings.” Nicolas Wenizensen, MB, PhD of NCI’s Division of Cancer Epidemiology 
and Genetics, said, “This is what we call an assisted evaluation. It keeps the observer, or whoever is doing the 
slide assessment in the process, but if uses the power of Al to accelerate the process and make sure that cells 
are not missed. This could be a transitional phase towards the full implementation of the auiomated approach.” 


Genomics Study Suggests Existing Drugs, Combinations Could Help Treat More Patients 
With Cancer. 


FierceBiotech reports that the large-scale, precision medicine NCI-Molecular Analysis for Therapy Choice study, 
“launched by the ECOG-ACRIN Cancer Research Group and the National Cancer Institute, has found that many 
patients’ tumors bear genetic abnormalities that can be targeted with existing drugs — approved or experimental.” 
Study researchers “obiained tumor biopsy samples from 5,954 patients” and “then successfully sequenced 5,540 
and tried to pair their genetic abnormalities with existing drugs,” finding “matches for 37.6% of the patients.” The 
findings ~ published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology — also suggest that “the complexity of these mutations 
calls for combination approaches that can address multiple defects at the sarne time.” 


Roughly 12% Of 5,500 Patients With Cancer Received Treatment Based On Molecular 
Tumor Markers In NCI’s MATCH Trial, Data Show. 


GenomeWeb reports in paywalled coverage that “around 12 percent of approximately 5,500 sequenced cancer 
patients received treatment based on molecular tumor markers within the National Cancer Institute’s Molecular 
Analysis for Therapy Choice (MATCH) trial, according to recently published data.” 


US Drug Overdoses Worsening, Partly Because Of Pandemic. 


The Washington Examiner reports, “Drug overdoses in the United States appear to be worsening, in part due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.” Preliminary CDC “data show that overdose deaths rose about 5.6% in 2019 to 
71,148. The increase follows a decline of 4.1% in overdose deaths in 2018.” The apparent rise “in 2019 likely 
resulted from changes in the illegal drug market.” Government and private-sector “efforts to limit abuse of 
prescription opicids succeeded in lowering overdose deaths in 2078, said Kenneth Leonard, director of Clinical 
and Research Institute on Addictions at the University of Buffalo.” However, “now, the use of illegal opioids is 
likely driving overall deaths back up.” NIDA Deputy Director Wilson Compton said, “We saw a shift starting a few 
years ago when drug dealers began selling very potent fentanyl products that are relatively cheap to produce.” 


Roughly Half Of Older Adult Patients Hospitalized With HF Take No Less Than 10 Meds, 
Study Suggests. 


Medscape reports that “about half of older adults hospitalized with heart failure (HF) take at least 10 medications 
and that proportion is increasing over time, according to a new study.” The piece says “a high medication burden 
can increase the risk for adverse drug events, lower medication adherence, and negatively impact quality of IHe.” 
Polypharmacy is “defined in the general population as taking at least five medications daily, but results showed 
that almost everyone in the cohort was doing so at either admission (84%) or discharge (95%). As such, 
polypharmacy was defined as at least 10 medications and was present in 42% of patients ai admission and 55% 
at discharge.” The study was published online in Circulation: Heart Failure. NINDS and NIA funded the study. 
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Observers Of Federal Government Support For Biomedical Research Say The Past Four 
Years “Are Not The Worst” Of Times. 


Nature reports, “While far from being the best of times, these are not the worst. That is the verdict from 
numerous well-placed observers tracking US government support for biomedical research through the past four 
years, a period marked by White House science-budget-slashing efforts and often theatrical anti-scientific 
posturing.” Harold Varmus, who led the NIH from 1993 to 1999 and the NCI from 2070 to 2015, said, “Although 
there have been a few peccadilloes along the way that have been troubling, on the whole, thanks to highly 
adaptive leadership and strong bipartisan support from Congress, the NIH has done quite well. And so have 
most of the other federally supported research entities.” 


NIAID Trial Examines Remdesivir, Antibody Candidates Vs. COVID-19. 


Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News (10/14, Philippidis, 189K) reporis that a phase Il trial that began on 
Tuesday “by the NIH’s National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) will compare two late-stage 
antibody treatment candidates in combination with Gilead Sciences’ Veklury® (remdesivir) to assess if they show 
enough promise against COVID-19 to be advanced into larger clinical trials.” The Accelerating COVID-19 
Therapeutic Innovations and Vaccines program (ACTIV-5) — also called the Big Effect Trial (BET) — “will evaluate 
Skyrizi® (risankizumab-rzaa), the Boehringer Ingelheim/AbbVie monoclonal antibody now marketed for moderate 
to severe plaque psoriasis, with remdesivir...compared to a placebo plus remdesivir.” The “trial will also test 
Humanigen’s monoclonal antibody candidate lenzilumab with remdesivir, compared to placebo and remdesivir.” 
NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said, “The goal here is to identify as quickly as possible the experimental 
therapeutics that demonstrate the most clinical promise as COVID-19 treatments and move them into larger- 
scale testing.” 


Health & Medical News 


Mnuchin Says Coronavirus Relief Unlikely Before Election; Pelosi Seeks $75B For Testing, 
Contact Tracing. 


The Washington Post (10/14, Werner, Stein, 14.2M) reports that Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin “said 
Wednesday that a new economic relief bill is unlikely before the election, suggesting that Democrats are 
unwilling to give President Trump a victory.” Mnuchin “said during an event hosted by the Milken Institute’s 
Global Conference: ‘I'd say at this point getting something done before the election and executing on that would 
be difficull, just given where we are.” Asked “whether Democrats are unwilling fo make a deal because they 
don’t want to give Trump a win three weeks before the election, Mnuchin replied: ‘J think that definitely is part of 
the reality. That's definitely an issue.” 

The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Peterson, Subscription Publication, 7.57M)} reports that Mnuchin and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi disagree over whether a national coronavirus testing plan should be part of a relief 
package. While Pelosi wants $75 billion for testing and contact tracing, as well as a national plan, the White 
House has proposed about $45 billion. 

Also reporting are Bloomberg (10/14, House, 4.73M}, CQ Roll Call (10/14, Lerman, 154), and Politico 
(10/14, Ferris, 4.29M). 
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Group Of 25 State AGs Opposes US Settlement Being Negotiated With Purdue Pharma And 
Sackler Family. 


Reuters (10/14, Spector) reports a group of 25 state AGs opposes “a setilement of U.S. opioid probes being 
negotiated with Purdue Pharma LP and members of the wealthy Sackler family who own it, arguing the deal 
would improperly entangle state and locai officials with future sales of the company's addictive pain drug 
OxyContin foxycodone].” The state AGs wrote a letter to US Attorney General Willlam Barr taking issue with the 
US Department of Justice’s “condition that Purdue transform into a ‘public benefit company’ that would be run on 
behalf of thousands of U.S. communities suing the drugmaker and Sackler family members.” 


Analysis Says Wildfires Along West Coast Causing ER Visits To Rise, Possibly Thousands 
Of Fatalities. 


The AP (10/15, Fassett, Brown) reporis, “Wildfires churning out dense plumes of smoke as they scorch huge 
swaths of the U.S. West Coast have exposed millions of people fo hazardous pollution levels, causing 
emergency room visits to spike and potentially thousands of deaths among the elderly and infirm, according to 
an Associated Press analysis of pollution data and interviews with physicians, health authorities and 
researchers.” Smoke at high “concentrations that topped the government’s charts for health risks and lasted at 
least a day enshrouded counties inhabited by more than 8 million people across five states in recent weeks, AP’s 
analysis shows.” 


St. Louis To Receive Nearly $1 Million Over Next Three Years From CDC To Combat High 
Rates Of Sexually Transmitted Diseases. 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (10/14, Munz, 685K) reports St, Louis “will receive nearly $1 million over the next 
three years from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to combat its stubbornly high rate of sexually 
transmitted diseases, the St. Louis Department of Health announced Tuesday.” Currently, “St. Louis leads the 
nation in rates of chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis.” City “health officials blame issues such clinic closures, 
stigma, drug use, poverty, lack of trauma-informed service providers and unstable living conditions.” 


Black Women Facing Infertility Encounter Barriers In Getting Adequate Care. 


STAT (10/14, McFarling, 24K) reports that “many Black women facing infertility say they face an uphill battle in 
getting care.” Challenges they face “range from not having insurance that covers the cost of infertility services, a 
lack of Black sperm and egg donors, prejudice from physicians, and feelings of shame and isolation.” Women 
“who do seek care can find themselves feeling deeply uncomfortable in a medical space that is overwhelmingly 
white.” 


Philadelphia Sues JUUL Labs For Promoting Vaping Among Youth. 
The AP (10/14) reports that Philadelphia “is the latest in a long string of states, cilies and other municipal entities 
to file a lawsuit against” JUUL Labs “over use of electronic nicotine devices by young people. The lawsuit 
announced Wednesday was filed in Callfomia.” 

On its website, WHYY-TV Philadelphia (10/14, Read, 24K) reports the city is seeking compensatory 
damages for JUUL’s role in allegedly promoting a youth vaping epidemic. itis also seeking injunctive relief and 
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abatement remedies. Mayor Jim Kenney said in a statement, “This corporation reaps untold proflis by pushing an 
addictive product through its relentless and exploitative marketing, a shameful practice that this litigation aims to 
hall. JUUL needs to be held accountable.” 


South Carolina’s Lexington School District 1 Joins Class-Action Lawsuit Against JUUL 
Labs. 


The Charleston (SC) Post and Courier (10/14, Fitts, 290K) reports Lexington School District 1 “has become the 
first in South Carolina to join a class-action lawsuit against vape manufacturer Juul, alleging that the district has 
suffered added disruptions to discipline from e-cigareties.” The district “filed suit on Oct. 2, joining districts fram 
around the country, along with municipalities and some individuals that are suing Juul.” In its suit, “District 4 
alleges that Juul has promoted a product that was likely to become addictive to teens, including the now- 
discontinued use of appealing flavors to create a new generation of nicotine users. The case is proceeding in 
federal court in California, where Juul is based.” 


Updated Cochrane Review Finds E-Cigarettes Are More Effective Than NRT In Smoking 
Cessation. 


Reuters (10/14, Kelland} reports an evidence review co-led by Jamie Hartmann-Boyce, an expert at the 
Cochrane Tobacco Addiction Group who co-led the review, found that e-cigarettes are “more effective in helping 
people quit smoking than patches or gum, and safer than cigarettes.” Hartmann-Boyce said, “Scientific 
consensus halds that electronic cigarettes are considerably less harmful than traditional cigarettes, but are not 
risk-free.” John Britton, a respiratory medicine professor at Nottingham University, said the review was 
“comprehensive” and gave “definitive confirmation that electronic cigarettes offer smokers an effective means of 
quitting.” 


Tobacco Companies And Retailers Pursue Referendum Against California’s Ban On 
Flavored Tobacco Products. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (10/14, Matier, 2.67M) reports a “coalition of big tobacco companies and small 
retailers is paying professional signature gatherers” about $10 per signature in an atternpt to get a referendum on 
California’s 2022 ballot that would stop a ban on the sale of menthol cigarettes and other flavored tobacco 
products in physical stores. The coalition aims to collect about 900,000 signatures by November 30, which would 
posipone the enforcement of the ban until after the November 2022 election. The article says that “according to 
the California secretary of state filings, the referendum drive already has a $714 million war chest courtesy of RJ. 
Reynolds, Philip Morris (USA) and their various affiliates.” 


Vaping Suspected As Cause Of Breathing Difficulty For Hospitalized Florida Teen. 


Fox News (10/14, Farber, 27.59M) reports thai Anna Chinnis, 16, “has been hospitalized at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital in Jacksonville for nine days” for breathing difficulty possibly associated with a history of vaping. 
According to her mother, the teen “was recently diagnosed with reactive airway disease, a condition similar to 
asthma.” The article says the CDC has linked illegal THC-coniaining vaping products io e-cigaretie or vaping 
product use-associated lung injury (EVALI), but Chinnis has not been diagnosed with EVALI, according to local 
news station News4Jax. 
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Federal Authorities Investigating Vaxart Over Involvement In Operation Warp Speed. 


FiercePharma (10/14, Liu} reports in a new securities filing, California biotech firm Vaxart announced that it was 
served by a federal grand jury a subpoena in July as it contends with “investigations and investor lawsuits around 
its disclosure of its involvement in Operation Warp Speed.” Federal prosecutors are “asking for documents 
related io Vaxart’s role in the Trump Administration's COVID-19 vaccine acceleration program, Operation Warp 
Speed (OWS) — and iis announcement about that participation - as well as option grants and other corporate 
matters going back to March.” 


Studies Examine Accuracy Of Al Models Built To Predict Outcomes And Make Treatment 
Recommendations For Patients Hospitalized With COVID-19. 


STAT (10/44, Robbins, 24K) reporis several groups of researchers have buill Al systems aimed at predicting 
outcomes and making treatment recommendations for patients hospitalized with COVID-19. For example, a 
group at NYU “built a machine learning model to try to predict whether hospitalized Covid-19 patients would have 
favorable outcomes...within a four-day window,” and according to a study published in NPJ Digital Medicine, the 
model was correct 93% of the time when it predicted a patient would have a favorable outcome. Meanwhile, 
researchers at the Mount Sinai Health System developed a model to predict whether patients with COVID-19 
would die, and a study published in The Lancet Digital Health “reported that their model performed weil in 
predicting whether patients did end up dying during the study period, achieving a score of 0.91 on a measure of 
accuracy known to machine learning researchers as AUC.” STAT adds that Dascena, a company based in 
California, has built an Al model that identified 90% of patients with COVID-19 who needed intubation. 


Trump Cites Son’s COVID-19 Diagnosis As Reason To Reopen US Schools. 


Reuters (10/14, Mason) reports that “under siege over his handling of the novel coronavirus pandemic, President 
Donald Trump on Wednesday cited what he said was his son’s mild bout of the virus as a reason why American 
schools should reopen as soon as possible.” The President “made the comment about his son, Barron, while at a 
rally at the Des Moines, lowa, airport on a mission to shore up support in battleground states that he won in 
2016." Trump said, “Barron’s tested positive. Within, like, wo seconds it was Barron is just fine now. He's tested 
negative, right? Because it happens. People have it and it goes. Get the kids back to school, we’ve got to get the 
kids back to school.” 

Similarly, The Hill (10/14, Chalfant, 2.98M) reporis, “Trump on Wednesday invoked his son Barron’s positive 


coronavirus case in a push to physically reopen U.S. schools, saying that the 14-year-old was unaffected by ihe 
virus because of his immune system.” Trump said, “He had the China virus, right? And he had it for such a short 
period of time. | don’t even think he knew he had it because they're young and their immune systems are strong 
and they fight it off 99.9 percent. And Barron is beautiful, and he’s free, free.” 


White House Staffers Walking Around West Wing With No Masks Two Weeks After 
Outbreak. 


Reuters (10/14, Mason, Alper) reporis that “two weeks afier the coronavirus spread through the White House, 
staffers have begun trickling back to the West Wing, saying they only had mild symptoms and again spurning the 
use of masks despite criticism that they have been careless aboui the outbreak.” With President Trump 
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“declaring himself immune after his own bout with COVID-19 required hospitalization, his aides ai ihe White 
House, his re-election campaign and the Republican National Committee are steadily recovering from a sickness 
that sidelined many of them just weeks before the Nov. 3 election.” Before “Trump’s trip to lowa on Wednesday, 
staff members at the White House walked around the West Wing without wearing masks, eschewing the 
precautions that were put in place in the immediate aftermath of Trump’s diagnosis.” 


McConnell Reportedly “Posturing” With Second “Skinny Stimulus” Proposal Amid 
Pandemic. 


Intelligencer (NY) (10/14, Kilgore, 3.69M) reports, “COVID-19 stimulus negotiations between Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) continue to drag on in what sounds like an 
atmosphere of going-through-the-motions.” Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) “seems to be 
moving back to another exercise in pre-election posturing with a second ‘skinny stimulus’ proposal he plans to 
bring to the Senate floor, where it will presumably be killed by Senate Democrats like its predecessor.” The 
proposal’s “details are a little sketchy so far, according to Roll Call, but it looks like this ‘skinny’ bill will include 
skinny stimulus checks.” 


Columnist Offers Two “Real” Arguments For US Fiscal Policy Amid Pandemic. 


Bloomberg View (10/14, 4.73M) columnist Tyler Cowen writes that “with on-again, off-again plans for a Covid 
relief bill currently in ‘off mode, it’s an opportune moment to step back and ask some basic questions about fiscal 
policy.” Cowen asserts that “the two real arguments for fiscal policy in the U.S. right now are the need for more 
and better Covid-19 testing, and the gains from acting quickly to preserve America’s organizational capital.” 
Cowen concludes, “It remains to be seen whether our politics can quickly remedy these two problems. 
Nevertheless, any proposals should be judged on how close they come.” 


US Inching Toward December 31 Deadline When CARES Act’s Jobless Aid Programs Will 
End. 


Politico (10/14, Mueller, Rainey, 4.29M) reports, “A failure by Congress to enact a new economic relief package 
would prolong the pain of the coronavirus crisis for many Americans, but those without jobs face a special threat 
~ millions could run out of unemployment benefits altogether by the end of the year.” Democrats and 
Republicans “are far apart.” Meanwhile, the country “is inching closer to a Dec. 31 deadline when several key 
federal jobless aid programs created under the March CARES Aci will be cut off entirely.” If the federal 
“government doesn’t pass legislation, more than half of those receiving unemployment benefits — about 13.4 
milion people — stand to be left with no income.” 


Wells Fargo Fires Over 100 Workers For Allegedly Collecting COVID-19 Relief Funds 
Improperly. 

Bloomberg (10/14, Levitt, 4.73M) reporis, “Wells Fargo & Co. fired more than 100 employees suspecied of 
improperly collecting coronavirus relief funds, according to a person with knowledge of the situation.” Wells 
Fargo “determined that the staffers defrauded the Small Business Administration ‘by making false 
representations in applying for coronavirus relief funds for themselves, according to an internal memo reviewed 
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by Bloomberg.” The memo “focused on employees who tapped the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, a 
key part of the government's effort to prop up businesses during the pandemic.” 

The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Eisen, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis up to 125 workers made 
false represeniations while applying for Economic Injury Disaster Loans, a source said. 


Columnist: McConnell Is Laughing At America’s Suffering During Economic Crisis. 


Washington Post (10/14, 14.2M) columnist Helaine Olen says that “we are living through the greatest economic 
crisis since the Great Depression,” and “Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.} is laughing at our 
nation’s suffering.” McConnell’s “laughter came Monday night, during a debate between McConnell and Amy 
McGrath, his Democratic challenger for Senate.” McGrath said, “The House passed a bill in May and the Senate 
went on vacation. | mean, you just don’t do that. You negotiate. Senator, itis a national crisis.” In response, 
“McConnell laughed. He continued to chuckle as McGrath went on: ‘Hf you want to call yourself a leader, you’ve 
got to get things done.” Olen says McConnell’s “knowing laugh makes it clear what a continued Republican 
majority in the Senate means: that Americans will continue to get treated with contempt by politicians who claim 
to be acting on their behalf.” 


Indigenous Health Experts Concerned About Anxiety, Stress COVID-19 Brought To Tribal 
Lands. 


National Journal (10/74, Durkin, Subscription Publication, 35K) reports that “with COVID-19 shuttering social 
gatherings and interrupting daily life on tribal lands, indigenous health experts and leaders worry about the siress 
and anxiety that the novel coronavirus has brought to their communities.” For example, “in Fairbanks, Alaska, 
Perry Ahsogeak heads behaviorai-health services for the Fairbanks Native Association, including substance-use- 
disorder treatments. He said he has seen more people requesting services from within the Fairbanks community 
since the pandemic started.” The piece adds that “the Indian Health Service system...has had substantial 
vacancies in many health-provider positions.” Meanwhile, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration “says that personnel shortages, limited health care resources, and distance presents barriers to 
access behavioral health services for American Indian and Alaska Native communities.” 


Eight Texas School Systems Participating In Rapid COVID-19 Testing Program. 


The Texas Tribune (10/14, Jones, 23K) reports COVID-19 “tests with results in 15 minutes or less are coming to 
a few Texas schocis as pari of a new pilot program announced Wednesday by Gov. Greg Abbott (R)}.” The 
program aims “to help schools conduct rapid tesis of employees and students who have written permission from 
parenis.” Through the initiative, “the Texas Division of Emergency Management will provide the tests to school 
systems, which will receive personal protective equipment to administer them to willing participants.” Eight Texas 
“school systems are participating in the launch of the prograrn.” 


Michigan Governor Approves “Emergency” Rules For Stopping Coronavirus’ Spread In 
Workplaces. 


Crain’s Detroit Business (10/14, Livengood, 73K) reporis Michigan “Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) has approved 
new ‘emergency’ rules for preventing workplace spread of the coronavirus, the latest effort by her administration 
to work around a Michigan Supreme Court ruling that invalidated her executive orders.” The siate’s 
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“Occupational Safety and Health Administration issued the rules Wednesday, citing its legal authority to ensure 
‘all employees shall be provided safe and healthful work environments free of recognized hazards.” The rules 
“mirror many of workplace sanitation and mask-wearing mandates prescribed in Whitmer’s executive orders that 
were tossed out after the Supreme Court ruled the 1945 emergency powers law she used was unconsiitutional.” 


Almost 40% Of Nursing Homes In Louisiana Reported Staffing Shortages During Four-Week 
Period Amid Pandemic, Report Says. 


The New Orleans Times-Picayune (10/14, Roberts, 480K) reports that almost “four in 10 Louisiana nursing 
homes reported a staffing shortage during a four-week period in August and September, according to a new 
report from AARP.” The data are “included in a new monthly dashboard from the senior advocacy group that 
details a number of metrics related to the performance of nursing homes during the coronavirus pandemic, 
including the availability of personal protective gear in homes, the infection and death rates per 100 residents, 
and staff infection rates.” The AARP report shows Louisiana ‘is far above average in staffing shortages with 
39.6% of homes reporting a shortage of either nurses or aides. The national average is 28.8%, the report says.” 


Nebraska Authorities Say Halloween Festivities Might Need To Be Changed Due To 
Pandemic. 


The AP (10/14, Funk) reporis, “Nebraska officials say Halloween celebrations may need to be tweaked this year 
because of the coronavirus pandemic as the state continues to set records for the number of COVID-19 
hospitalizations.” On Wednesday, “Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) said...he thinks children will still be able to go trick-or- 
treating for Halloween but people may decide to leave candy on their porches for kids fo pick up instead of 
handing it out thernselves this year.” Ricketts “isn’t likely to impose new rules for Halloween, but he encouraged 
people to follow the recommendations of public health officials who have called traditional trick-or-treating a high 
risk activity.” 


Pennsylvania Health Secretary Says State Is “At Start Of Fall Resurgence” Of COVID-19. 


The AP (10/14, Rubinkam) reports, “Pennsylvania is ‘at the start of the fall resurgence’ of COVID-19, the state’s 
health secretary said Wednesday, but does not plan to reimpose a stay-at-home order or shut down businesses 
again in response.” Wednesday was “the ninth consecutive day that Pennsyivania’s daily case count surpassed 
1,000, and the average daily number of new confirmed cases is up by more than 50% over the past iwo weeks, 
according to The COVID Tracking Project.” Although “some of the increased caseload is due to expanded 
testing, the state’s hospitalization and test positivily rates are also rising. Thai indicates increased viral spread, 
Dr. Rachel Levine said.” 

Newsweek (10/14, impeilli, 1.53M) reports Levine said during a press conference, “While we are working to 
expand testing, prepare for a vaccine and prevent outbreaks, Pennsylvanians have an important role to play. We 
musi be united by wearing a mask, washing our hands, social distancing and avoiding large gatherings, 
downloading the COVID Alert PA mobile app and getting a flu vaccine.” On Wednesday, Pennsyivania’s health 
department “reported 1,276 new COVID-19 cases. Across those nine days of over 1,000 cases, the highest 
single-day increase was reported on October 9, with 1,709.” 

The Allentown (PA) Morning Call (10/14, Turner, 555K) aiso reporis on the story. 
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Minnesota Records 29 COVID-19 Fatalities In One Day, The Highest Toll Since June. 


The AP (10/14, Karnowski)} reporis, “Minnesota health officials reported 29 new COVID-19 deaths on 
Wednesday, the state’s highest one-day death toll since early June, as the coronavirus spreads at high levels 
across the state.” The state's health depariment “also reported 1,254 new coronavirus cases, a number boosted 
by the depariment’s decision to start reporting probable cases, as determined by newer technology antigen tesis, 
in addition to confirmed cases identified by the more common and more accurate PCR tests, also known as 
molecular tesis.” 


South Dakota Governor Attributes Rise In Coronavirus Infections To Increased Testing. 


The Hill (10/14, Deese, 2.98M) reports, “South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem (R) this week attributed the state’s surge 
in COVID-19 cases to increased testing, saying, ‘That’s expected.” Noem said, “We have triple the amount of 
testing that we are doing in the state of South Dakota, which is why we're seeing elevated positive cases. ... 
That’s normal, that’s natural, that’s expected.” South Dakota Department of Health data show “there are no open 
general-care hospital beds in the southeastern portion of the state, which includes the two largest hospitals.” 


Wisconsin Sets State Record For COVID-19 Deaths. 


(10/14, story 5, 1:35, Holt, 5.56M) Stephanie Gosk reported, “On May 27th, reported 
COVID deaths in Wisconsin peaked at 22. After that, the number dropped. Maybe the worst is over, some 
thought. Then the fall hit.” Bellin Health Emergency Services Medical Director Paul Casey said, “We thought we 


dodged a bullet. But lo and behold, here we are on the first of October, and this virus has come back with a 
vengeance, and we're in deep trouble.” Gosk said, “On Tuesday, a new siate record, 34 reported deaths” as 
healthcare workers repeated “the same advice” of wearing masks and socially distancing and hoped “it may 
finally sink in.” The state on Wednesday opened a 500-bed field hospital “to take the strain off the system. It’s the 
same one Wisconsin decided it did not need to open back in May.” 


Researchers Say Child-Care Centers Do Not Drive Spread Of Coronavirus Even In 
Communities With High Infection Rates. 


The Los Angeles Times (10/14, Sharp, 4.64M) reports a study published in Pediatrics “provides some of the 
clearest evidence yet that child-care centers don’t hasten the spread of the novel coronavirus, even in 
communities where overail infections are high.” Researchers “surveyed 57,335 providers serving almost 4 million 
children across two-thirds of counties in the United States, including Puerto Rico,” and “found that those who 
continued to work during the first three months of the pandemic were no more likely to have fallen ill than those 
who did not.” 

The Wall Street Journal (16/14, Whelan, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) also covers the study. 


Number Of Daily COVID-19 Cases In Greater DC Region Hits Two-Month High. 


The Washington Post (10/14, Wiggins, Zauzmer, 14.2M) reports, “The number of new coronavirus infections 
across the greater Washington region jumped to a two-month high Wednesday as D.C.’s top health official said 
small social gatherings are helping fo fuel the virus’s spread.” The region's “seven-day rolling average of new 
cases...siood at 1,801 — the highest since the average hit 1,916 cases Aug. 13.” The rise “has coincided with 
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cooler temperatures and an outbreak at the White House, allhough local health officiais say any connection to a 
late-September Rose Garden event is unclear.” 

The AP (10/14, Khalil) reports, “Officials in the nation’s capital are warning residents not fo relax their 
COVID-19 vigilance as the local infection numbers rise and the winter flu season approaches.” DC Mayor Muriel 
Bowser said on Wednesday, “We should continue to choose our activities wisely and don’t succumb to COVID 
fatigue. ... Don’t get tired of protecting yourself and your entire community.” 


Physicians Say “Long COVID” Could Be Up To Four Syndromes Affecting All Parts Of 
Body, Mind. 


Reuters (10/14, Kelland} reports, “Ongoing illness after infection with COVID-19, sometimes called ‘long COVIB,’ 
may not be one syndrome but possibly up to four causing a rollercoaster of symptoms affecting all parts of the 
body and mind, doctors said on Thursday.” In a “report about long-term COVID-19, Britain’s National Institute for 
Health Research (NIHR) said one common theme among ongoing COVID patients — some of whom are seven 
months or more inio their illness — is that symptoms appear in one physiological area, such as the heart or lungs, 
only to abate and then arise again in a different area.” Elaine Maxwell, “who led the report,” said, “This review 
highlights the detrimental physical and psychological impact that ongoing COVID is having on many people’s 
lives.” 


COVID-19 Cases Rise At Religious School In California; Leader Calls Face Masks 
“Worthless.” 


The AP (10/14, Gecker) reports, “Health officials in the California county with the highest rate of new coronavirus 
infections on Wednesday criticized an evangelical church leader who mocked face masks as ‘worthless’ in a 
social media video, calling her comments infuriating misinformation that people should ignore.” Health officials’ 
“criticism was directed at Beni Johnson, a high-ranking official at the Bethel Church in Redding, Calif., a city at 
the epicenter of a county-wide spike in coronavirus cases.” Officials in Shasta County “say 274 recent cases in 
the county were tied to the Bethel School of Supernatural Ministry. That number includes 137 cases reported last 
week.” 


Georgia Jail’s Entire Population Under Quarantine Due To COVID-19 Concerns. 


The AP (10/14) reports, “The entire population of a jail in Georgia is under quarantine due to COVID-19." Ina 
Facebook post, Barlow County Sheriff Clark Millsap “said the county jail is being quarantined due to positive 
tests armong some of the jail’s population.” The majority “of those affected are asymptomatic but ‘we think itis 
prudent io quarantine to prevent further spread,’ he said.” 


COVID-19 “Stressing” Gove County, Kansas. 


The AP (10/14, Field, Hanna) reports that “rural northwestern Kansas communities endured some of the state’s 
biggest spikes in COVID-19 cases last week.” The COVID-19 “pandemic arrived late, but ils now stressing Gove 
County, which has had to send patients...to hospitals in other towns.” Gove County's “22-bed medical center only 
has a handful of beds dedicated to coronavirus patients and not enough staff io moniior the most serious cases 
around the clock.” 
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Survey Says Only 28% Of Logistics Companies Prepared For COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Murray, 4.73M} reports the medical industry's “dash to produce the world’s first coronavirus 
vaccines in just a few months is heightening the urgency for the workhorses of global trade to be ready for the 
historic charge to defeat the disease.” A survey released on Wednesday showed “only 28% of companies 
involved in supply-chain logistics feel well prepared to handle Covid-19 vaccines and 19% characterized their 
readiness as very unprepared.” Just over half “of 181 respondents already have the vehicles, containers and the 
connections needed to move hundreds of millions of vials in a constant deep-freeze.” Miami International Airport 
manager of aviation trade Emir Pineda said, “This is the greatest challenge that the logistics industry is facing 
today or maybe ever.” 

Reuters (10/14, Freed) also reports. 


Pfizer, BioNTech SE COVID-19 Vaccine Trial Still Ongoing. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Kresge, 4.73M) reports, “Side effects that have emerged in a large late-stage trial of a Covid- 
19 vaccine candidate from Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE are in line with those seen in smaller early studies, a 
positive sign for one of the front-runners in the race for a shot.” BioNTech CEO Ugur Sahin said in an interview 
that the “pariners haven't had to stop their late-stage study over safety concerns” and are “sticking with their 
previously announced target of being able to show as soon as this month whether the vaccine works.” The article 
notes near its conclusion that the “Food and Drug Administration has said it will require two months of safety 
data before reviewing any application for emergency authorization for a vaccine.” 


Bill Gates Touts Promise Of Regeneron’s COVID-19 Treatment, But Stresses It Is Not A 
Cure. 


HuffPost (10/14, Blum, 1.67M) reports Bill Gates, speaking Wednesday with NBC’s Chuck Todd, “was cautiously 
optimistic...about the experimental antibody cocktails from pharmaceutical maker Regeneron that President 
Donald Trump has touted as a ‘cure’ for the coronavirus.” However, asked whether the treatment would have a 
significant impact, Gates said, “The word ‘cure’ is inappropriate because ii won't work for everyone. But yes, of 
ail the therapeutics, this is the most promising.” HuffPost poinis out that Gates “has been critical of the Food and 
Drug Administration in the past, arguing thai it has been hijacked by the Trump administration and pressured into 
approving a COVID-19 vaccine too quickly.” 


WPost: Trump’s “Unrealistic Promises” Spurring COVID-19 Vaccine Uncertainty. 


The Washington Post (10/14, 14.2M) editorializes that while vaccine hesitancy “was a public health difficulty 
before the pandemic,” it has now “grown more serious just when everyone is looking to vaccines fo save the day. 
Doubts and suspicions, once stirred by a small phalanx of activisis, have become more widespread, in part in 
response fo President Trump's unrealistic promises fo rush a vaccine out before Election Day.” The Board 
argues, “A credible, concerted effort must be made to boost confidence in vaccines that are proven safe and 
efficacious against the coronavirus. Such a campaign must be based on science and medicine, leaving political 
shenanigans behind.” The Post notes that these doubts “were reported this week in a new Gallup poll that asked: 
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Wa vaccine approved by the Food and Drug Administration were available right now ai no cost, would you get 
vaccinaied? Only 50 percent said yes.” 


WSJ/NBC Poll Illustrates Americans’ Wariness About COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Wall Street Journal (10/15, Hopkins, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that a new Wall Street 
Journal/NBC News poll indicates that some 70% of registered voters in the US are apen to taking a COVID-19 
vaccine, but 50% would prefer waiting until it has been in use for some time to watch for adverse outcomes. The 
article mentions the FDA. 


CDC Says Children May Not Get COVID-19 Vaccine Initially. 


Reuters (10/14, Mishra) reports that the CDC “said on Wednesday that COVID-19 vaccines may not be initially 
recommended for children, when they become available.” Children, “who rarely have severe COVID-19 
symptoms, have not yet been tested for any experimental coronavirus vaccine.” The agency “said so far early 
clinical trials have only included non-pregnant adults, noting the recommended groups could change in the future 
as clinical trials expand to recruit more people.” The CDC “also said (10/14, 346K) on Wednesday that any 
coronavirus vaccine would, at least at first, be used under the Food and Drug Administration’s emergency use 
authorization, and that there could be a limited supply of vaccines before the end of 2020.” 

CNBC (10/14, Lovelace Jr., 3.62M) also reports. 


Column: Trump, Other GOP Leaders Are “Thoughtlessly Cheapening” Deaths Of More Than 
200,000 Americans. 


in a column for the Chicago Tribune (10/14, 2.65M), Rex Huppke writes: “President Donald Trump thinks he’s 
handling the coronavirus pandemic so well he started dancing at a campaign rally this week. Republican Sen. 
Mitch McConnell, during a debate in Kentucky, had a long laugh when the pandemic was brought up. And Rudy 
Giuliani, Trump's personal attorney, said Monday night: ‘People don’t die of this disease anymore.’ Great! | 
guess we can all relax and declare COVID-19 yesterday's news.” Huppke argues, “That isn’t leadership. It’s 
mocking a public health crisis that has impacted millions of American families. It's modeling cavalier behavior 
that all but ensures the virus will continue to spread and people will continue to die. It’s three foolish and ghoulish 
men thoughtlessly cheapening the deaths of more than 200,000 souls, and counting.” 


Book Excerpt Quotes Trump’s Early Claim That COVID-19 Deaths Would Be Below 100,000. 


Newsweek (10/14, Godio, 1.53M) reporis, “As the United States’ death toll from coronavirus sits at over 274,000, 
comments made by President Donald Trump in April about the expected deaths from the novel virus have again 
been highlighted by Bob Woodward’s book, Rage.” An excerpt from the book “cites comments Trump made 
during a press conference on April 10 where the president fold reporters that deaths from COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the coronavirus, would be ‘substantially under’ the 100,00 deaths predicted via a modei used by the 
White House Coronavirus Task Force.” According to the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the 
University of Washington, “the current projection of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. by February 21, 2021, is 
394,693.” 


Opinion: Herd Immunity Approach Will Cost Lives, Further Damage US Economy. 
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In a perspective piece for the Washington Post (10/14, 14.2M)}, Marc Lipsitch, professor at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health, Gregg Gonsalves, assistant professor at the Yale School of Public Health, Carlos 
Del Rio, professor at Emory University, and Rochelle P. Walensky, professor at Harvard Medical School, write: 
“President Trump has long seemed fascinated with the idea that herd immunity could provide an easy end to the 
coronavirus pandemic, even before his own diagnosis with covid-19 and his blithe declaration after he checked 
himself out of the hospital that no one should be afraid of getting it.” They write: “The Great Barrington approach 
and its champions advocate a strategy that abdicates our responsibility by letting up on control of the virus with 
no proven means to protect the vulnerable. This will cost lives and... further damage the economy while pursuing 
a goal of herd immunity that may prove only temporary even if reached.” 


Trump Overstates WHO Position On Lockdowns With Tweet Claiming Vindication. 


The New York Times (10/14, Wu, 18.61M) reports, “This week, President Trump exaggerated a position taken by 
the World Health Organization, saying that the agency had vindicated his derision of lockdowns during the 
coronavirus pandemic.” Trump tweeted: “The World Health Organization just admitted that | was right. 
Lockdowns are killing countries all over the world. The cure cannot be worse than the problem itself.” The WHO's 
Dr. David Nabarro recently “noted that lockdowns may be necessary under some circumstances. In addition, he 
has advocated for a multifaceted approach to curbing the spread of the coronavirus ~ a strategy he recently 
outlined in a written reflection that highlighted the importance of physical distancing, mask-wearing, accessible 
testing and contact tracing, among other measures, to pinpoint and suppress outbreaks.” 


Apprehensions At Border Indicate Trump Policies Have Had Little Effect On Illegal 
Crossings. 


U.S. News & World Report (10/14, Hansen, 2.4M) reports, “Border agenis last month recorded the highest 
number of apprehensions of people illegally crossing the southern border during any September since 2006, 
suggesting that harsh border enforcement measures put in place by the Trump administration at the beginning of 
the pandemic are doing little to deter migrants.” CBP agents “apprehended 54,771 migrants last month, bringing 
the yearly total io nearly 401,000 ~ less than half of the apprehensions seen in 2019 but roughly in line with 
encounters in the previous several years.” The figures, “released Wednesday by Customs and Border Protection, 
are the fast to be published ahead of the presidential election.” 


Opinion: Decision-Making On Opening US Schools Doesn’t Deserve Passing Grade. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (10/14, 14.2M), Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
professors Jessica Cohen, Sara Bleich, Joseph Allen and Benjamin Sommers write: “As Election Day 
approaches, the electoral map isn’t the only thing divided into red, blue and purple. Our schools have similarly 
fallen into partisan divisions, with Republican-leaning areas largely following in-person schooling models and 
Democratic-leaning areas mosily using remote or hybrid models. This highlights a sobering fact: School policy 
decisions across the ideological spectrum are being made largely devoid of data, threatening the well-being of 
our children, economy and society.” They argue, “So far, our society's decision-making on schools doesr’t 
deserve a passing grade. Let’s start evaluating school policy related to the pandemic with the attention, balance 
and evidence it deserves.” 
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As Virus Cases Spike, Trump Administration Task Force Appears Less Influential Than 
Ever. 


CNN (10/14, Liptak, Acosta, Klein, 83.16M) reports, “The often-at-odds collection of health experts and political 
figures who comprise President Donald Trump’s coronavirus task force now appear less influential than ever as 
Covid-19 cases begin to spike again three weeks before Election Day.” While “still technically in place, people 
close to the White House task force and others inside the administration describe a panel that has, for all 
practical purposes, been swept aside by politics and competing interests.” Rather than “advising Trump on a 
response, members of the task force now find themselves entirely at odds with a President whose own bout with 
the disease has only emboldened him further to ignore their recommendations.” 


As Trump Declared Early Victory Over Coronavirus, Administration Officials Were Less 
Sanguine. 


The New York Times (10/14, Ai, Kelly, Mazzetti, 18.61M) reports, “On the afternoon of Feb. 24, President Trump 
declared on Twitter that the coronavirus was ‘very much under control’ in the United States, one of nurnerous 
rosy statements that he and his advisers made at the time about the worsening epidemic. He even added an 
observation for invesiors: ‘Stock market startling to look very good to me!” However, “hours earlier, senior 
members of the president's economic team, privately addressing board members of the conservative Hoover 
Institution, were less confident.” A document “written by a hedge fund consultant who attended the three-day 
gathering of Hoover's board, was stark. ‘What struck me,’ the consultant wrote, was that nearly every official he 
heard from raised the virus ‘as a point of concern, totally unprovoked.” 


Wisconsin Judge Temporarily Halts Capacity Restrictions, Orders Health Officials To 
Appear. 


The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Barrett, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports a Wisconsin judge has 
temporarily blocked new capacity limits for bars, restaurants and other indoor spaces even as coronavirus cases 
and hospitalizations in the state spike. On Wednesday, the judge issued a temporary restraining order and told 
health officials to appear on Monday to defend their actions. 

Aiso reporting are NPR (10/14, Wamsley, 3.12M)} and The Hill (10/14, Hellmann, 2.98M). 


Beverly Hills Nixes Trick-Or-Treating For Halloween In Face Of Coronavirus. 
The Los Angeles Times (10/14, 4.64M} reports, “Trick or treat? In Beverly Hills, the answer this year is “no” after 
city officials opted to nix the Halloween tradition in the face of ongoing coronavirus concerns.” 


Detroit Lays Out Guidelines For Halloween Activities. 


The Detroit Free Press (10/14, Abdeibaqui, 1.52M)} reports, “Detroit leaders laid out guidelines for Halloween 
activities Wednesday, amid what Mayor Mike Duggan says ‘looks like the early phases of a second wave of 
COVID-19 across this country, and certainly across the Midwest.” 

The Detroit News (10/14, Ferretti, 825K) also reports. 


Arkansas Judge Rejects GOP Lawmakers’ Challenge To Governor’s Virus Mandates. 
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The AP (16/14) reports that an Arkansas judge on Wednesday “dismissed a lawsuit by some Republican 
legislators challenging a mask mandate and other restrictions imposed because of the coronavirus pandemic.” 
Pulaski County Circuit Judge Wendell Griffen “ruled that Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson was within his 
authority under state law and legislative rules when his administration issued the restrictions.” The lawsuit “filed 
by 16 GOP lawmakers argued the restrictions required legislative approval.” 


California Officials Work To Prepare To Distribute Coronavirus Vaccines. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (10/14, Ho, 2.67M) reports that California and Bay Area health officials “are laying 
the groundwork for how to distribute coronavirus vaccines, a public health undertaking unprecedented in scale 
and complexity.” Federal and state agencies “have yet to publicly share plans for how they will distribute those 
vaccines, if and when ithe FDA authorizes them.” Bul some groups “key io shaping vaccine policy are signaling 
that health care workers may be the first Americans to gain access to vaccinations, with some possibly gelling 
vaccinated early next year.” 


Illinois Health Official Urges Residents To Prepare For Different Type Of Holiday 
Celebrations. 


The Chicago Tribune (10/14, Munks, Petrella, 2.65M) reports, “Hlinois’ top public health official urged residents 
on Wednesday to prepare for holiday celebrations differently this year as the state continues to see an uptick in 
newly-diagnosed cases and hospitalizations of people with COVID-19-like symptoms.” To “avaid having ‘our 
holidays marred by tragedy on the back end,’ Dr. Ngozi Ezike said people who are sick around the holidays need 
to avoid gatherings entirely.” Her comments “came as the state released guidance for holiday travel and parties 
that Included limiting the number of guests and seating arrangements aimed at curbing the spread of COVID-19.” 


New York Governor Seeks Fine For Concert Promoters, Warns Schools That Are Ignoring 
Closure Orders. 


The AP (10/14, Vileneuve) reports Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) “said Wednesday that New York would seek 
$20,000 in fines against the promoters who organized a July concert by The Chainsmokers that saw widespread 
violations of social distancing rules.” Cuomo “aiso threatened to take away state funding from schools in 
coronavirus hot spots that are ignoring orders to shut their doors, saying their defiance was endangering public 
health.” 

Forbes (10/14, Cassady, 9.71M)} also reporis. 


New York Governor Denies Hospitals Were Ever Overwhelmed At Height Of Virus Outbreak. 


The New York Post (10/14, Hogan, 4.57M) reports, “New York’s hospitals ‘were never overwhelmed’ at the peak 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Gov. Andrew Cuomo claimed Wednesday, continuing his apparent rewrile of history 
in defense of a state Health Department mandate that barred nursing homes from turning away sickly seniors.” 
Cuomo “made the claim during an interview on CNN promoting his new memoir ‘American Crisis,’ which touches 
in large part on New York’s pandemic response.” But in the five boroughs, hospital capacity “was a daily source 
of worry at the pandemic’s height in the spring, with Cuomo telling facilities to prepare to cram in 50 percent 
more patients than normal and beseeching the federal government for additional beds, including a field hospital 
in the Javiis Center.” 
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Indiana Governor Chooses Not To Reinstate Restrictions Despite Surge In Virus Cases. 


The AP (160/14, Davies, Smith) reports, “Indiana’s governor decided Wednesday againsi reinstating tougher 
restrictions on businesses and crowd sizes despite the state’s sharp increases in COVID-19 hospitalizations and 
new infections, including a positive test for his top health adviser.” Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb “announced he 
would extend his statewide mask order for another month while scolding those across the state who he said 
were showing disregard for the safety of others, pulting the ability of schools to remain open and the health of 
those most al risk of severe iliness from the virus in jeopardy.” Holcomb “decided three weeks ago to lift nearly 
all of Indiana’s restrictions while exiending the mask mandate to this Saturday.” 


US Airlines Partnering With Health Companies To Offer Pre-Flight FDA-Approved COVID-19 
Tests. 


The Washington Post (10/14, McMahon, 14.2M) reports that “a number of airlines are partnering with health 
companies to ensure you can take an FDA-approved test [for COVID-19], either at home or in-person, and 
receive your result before you board,” in an effori to offer customers “a convenient way to avoid a weeks-long 
quarantine.” Such services, however, can cost in the hundreds of dollars. Notably, “rapid tests at SFO, 
administered by GoHealth, cost $250, and results take about 15 minutes.” Elsewhere “at a United facility near 
the airport,” drive up testing “takes 20 to 30 minutes and costs $110.” American Airlines is partnering “with health 
providers LetsGetChecked and CareNow for covid-19 tests, also beginning Thursday, for routes to Hawali, Costa 
Rica, and the Caribbean.” 


One Quarter Million Rapid COVID-19 Tests Will Be Shipped To Pennsylvania Nursing 
Homes In First Allotment Of Weekly Distribution. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (10/14, Mamula, 616K) reports, “A quarter million rapid COVID-79 tesis [made by Abbott 
Diagnostics Scarborough] are being shipped to nursing homes and other long-term care facilities in 
Pennsylvania, the first allotment in a weekly distribution that will continue through Christmas, state health officials 
said Wednesday.” Ultimately, “about 3.8 million test cards...will be distributed fo long-term care facilities, 
universities and pharmacies by December.” 


Rapid Antigen Tests For Coronavirus Will Be Game Changer, Pan American Health 
Organization Director Says. 


Reuters (10/14) reports, “Rapid antigen diagnostic tests for the coronavirus will be a game changer in the fight 
against the pandemic, the Pan American Health Organization’s direcior Carissa Etienne said on Wednesday.” 


Texas Launches COVID-19 Rapid Testing Pilot Program. 


The Austin (TX) American Statesman (10/14, Taboada, Subscription Publication, 343K) reports “Texas leaders 
on Wednesday announced the launch of a COVID-19 rapid testing pilot program for eight districts, including in 
Granger and Lampasas.” The siate’s “program aims to curb the spread of the coronavirus in schools by providing 
rapid virus tests to both students and district workers.” 


People With Blood Type O May Be Less Vulnerable To COVID-19, Studies Suggest. 
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CNN (70/14, Howard, 63.16M) reports iwo new studies suggest that “peopie with blood type O may be less 
vulnerable to COVID-19 and have a reduced likelihood of getting severely iL” One “Danish study found that 
among 473,654 people who were tested for Covid-19, only 38.4% with blood type © tested positive ~ even 
though, among a group of 2.2 millon people who were not tested, that blood type made up 41.7% of the 
population.” Another study by “researchers in Canada found that among 95 patients critically ill with Covid-19, a 
higher proportion with blood type A or AB ~ 84% — required mechanical ventilation compared with patients with 
blood group © or B, which was 61%.” The findings of both studies were published in Blood Advances. 


Airbnb Combats Surge In Party Houses As Pandemic Shuts Nightclubs. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Carville, Davalos, 4.73M) reports in response to professional promoters using Airbnb and 
Vrbo to throw house parties amid Covid-19 restrictions, both companies have tried to crack down. However, 
“despite strict enforcement measures, the companies are struggling to curtail the evenis. Hf a listing is banned 
from Airbnb it can often still be available on Vrbo and other sites, and vice versa. lf a host — or guest — is 
blacklisted, he or she may rent another property under another name.” In response, “Airbnb rolled out new safety 
policies and risk-detection technology to hunt down nuisance listings. It removed rule violators from the site and 
launched a ‘dedicated party house’ rapid response team and a cornplaint hotline for neighbors.” Additionally, “a 
team of 60 Airbnb agents trained specifically on party house take-downs have suspended more than 380 listings 
since August, according to Airbnb spokesman Ben Breit.” 


YouTube To Start Taking Down Videos Questioning Expert Consensus On COVID-19 
Vaccines. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Bergen, 4.73M) reports “YouTube will begin taking down videos that spread misinformation 
about vaccines to treat the coronavirus, the company said on Wednesday.” YouTube's “new policy applies io 
clips with content that contradicts ‘expert consensus’ from local health authorities and the World Health 
Organization.” Such unacceptable content “includes claims that COVID-19 vaccines will kill people or cause 
infertility, or that microchips will be implanted in people who get these treatments.” 

Also reporting are Reuters (10/14, Culliford, Dave) and CNBC (10/14, Graharn, Elias, 3.62M)}. 


Brigham Young University-ldaho Threatens Students With Suspension, Expulsion For 
Intentionally Exposing Themselves Or Others To COVID-19. 


Fox News (10/14, Hein, 27.59M)} reports “Brigham Young University-idaho officials warned students that they will 
be suspended and possibly ‘permanently dismissed’ ff they are found to have intentionally exposed themselves 
or others to COVID-19 after the school received word that people were looking io purposely contract the novel 
coronavirus in hopes of getting paid for plasma donations.” 


NFL Executives Fear COVID-19 Protocols Fatiguing Teams, Staff. 


The Wail Street Journal (10/14, Beaton, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis NFL executives say they are 
concerned that protocols necessary for avoiding outbreaks of COVID-19 among teams are creating fatigue 
among players and staff. 


Many US Hospitals Struggling To Survive Amid Pandemic’s Latest Wave. 
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Bloomberg (10/14, Coleman-Lochner, 4.73M) reports “the growing number of [COVID-19] cases is threatening 
the very survival of hospitals,” which were already struagling to stay solvent before and during the peak of the 
pandemic. Notably, “the new coronavirus sidelined profitable elective procedures and pushed up costs to keep 
patients and staff safe.” At the same time, “hospitals are losing the privately insured patients they depend on as 
millions of Americans lose their jobs and employer-sponsored coverage.” 


Nearly Three Quarters Of Americans Afraid Of Returning To Workplace Due To COVID-19, 
Survey Reveals. 


Forbes (10/14, Segal, 9.71M) reports, “According to the results of the Envoy Return to Work survey that was 
released today, 73% of Americans are afraid of putting their personal health and safety at risk by returning to the 
workplace, with 75% saying they would consider quitting their jobs if the Covid-19 prevention measures by 
employers were inadequate or inappropriate.” The survey also revealed that “workers in the business or tech 
services are more likely to consider leaving their job than those in the construction, manufacturing, retail or 
service industries.” 


Pandemic Derailing Global Efforts To Tackle Tuberculosis, WHO Says. 


Reuters (10/14, Kelland) reports, “The COVID-19 pandemic is derailing global efforts to tackle tuberculosis, the 
world’s deadliest infectious disease, with cases likely to rise without urgent action and investment, the World 
Health Organization said on Wednesday.” WHO's Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a 
statement, “Acceleraied action is urgently needed worldwide if we are to meet our targeis.” 

Forbes (16/14, Shetty, 9.71M) provides similar coverage. 


Cases Of Young People Getting Severe COVID-19 Draws Coverage. 


Fox News (10/14, Rivas, 27.59M)} provides coverage of severe COVID-19 infections in younger people, which 
although rare, involve “a serious coronavirus-related inflammatory condition called multisystem inflammatory 
syndrome in children, or MIS-C.” This rare “condition usually involves shock, heart malfunction, stomach pain 
and hyperinflammation.” 


Despite Being World’s Most-Prepared Country, US Failed To Follow Own Playbook On 
Pandemic. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (10/14, Johnson, 632K) reports, “By the time President Donald Trump strode 
into the White House briefing room on the evening of Feb. 26,” the novel coronavirus “had killed more than 2,700 
people in China and forced the lockdown of 11 millon residents in Wuhan.” That night, Trump referenced “a 
report co-produced by the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security ranking 195 countries on their readiness to 
confront a pandemic,” which listed the US as No. 1 in preparedness. But, “what the index could not have 
predicted — what stunned the nation’s public health experis as months passed — was America’s lethargic and 
inconsisient response, and its failure to follow basic precepis of its own pandemic playbook.” 

in a separate article, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (10/14, Johnson, 632K) reporis Trump and his 
Administration “chose to bypass the Obama-era pandemic playbook in combating COVID-19, relying instead on 
more recent plans.” That's “what a spokesperson for the U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Services told the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and what White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany iold the nation, 
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dismissing the Obama plan as ‘a thin packet of paper.” A Journal Sentinel “examination of two of the reporis 
HHS said replaced the playbook shows that the Trump administration ignored or contradicted key 
recommendations in both.” 


States Rushing To Make Plans For Mass Vaccinations Face Lack Of Information On Many 
Fronts. 


Bloomberg (10/14, LaVito, 4.73M) reports, “As states race the clock to ready their plans to vaccinate millions of 
people by an Oct. 16 federal deadline, they are pushing ahead with the health planning equivalent of wearing 
blindfolds.” State health officials facing time pressure “are grappling with a multitude of logistical hurdles, yet they 
haven't a clue which vaccine they will be distributing nor when — or even if — a vaccine will be forthcoming.” 
States, “for instance, are already strategizing whom to vaccinate first though they have no final recommendations 
from the federal government.” A panel of immunization experts “that advise the Centers for Disease Control] and 
Prevention will make recommendations for who should first receive a Covid-19 vaccine once a shot is authorized 
by the Food and Drug Administration.” 


Opinion: California’s Public Health Strategy Should Be Model For Other States, Agencies. 


In an op-ed for the Los Angeles Times (10/74, 4.64M), Radical {magination podcast host Angela Glover 
Blackwell and USC Equity Research Institute Director Manuel Pastor write, “Now, with a first-in-the-nation public 
health strategy, California counties won't be able to fully reopen unti they prioritize reducing COVID-19 in 
communities hardest hit by the pandemic. This new equity metric, which emerged from Gav. Gavin Newsom's 
Task Force on Business and Jobs Recovery, is a powerful idea for both advancing racial justice and creating a 
sustainable path to economic recovery.” They argue, “The equity measure is an idea that should be adopted by 
other states, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and other federal agencies as an esseniial strategy 
for COVID-19 recovery. The pandemic is further evidence of how deeply race and neighborhood segregation 
govern our lives. We won't get through this economic crisis unless we support the health and welfare of every 
community in our counties.” 


Global Health News 


WHO Warns Against Complacency In COVID-19 Fatality Rate. 


Reuters (10/14, Nebehay, Miller) reports the WHO “on Wednesday warned against any complacency in the 
coronavirus death rate, saying with the increasing number of cases, mortality would also rise.” New COVID-19 
“cases are hitting 100,000 daily in Europe.” Although fatalities “globally have fallen to around 5,000 per day from 
April’s peak exceeding 7,500, WHO Chief Scientist Soumya Swaminathan said caseloads were rising in 
intensive care uniis.” Swaminathan said, “Mortality increases always lag behind increasing cases by a couple of 
weeks. ... We shoulcn’t be complacent that death rates are coming down.” 


Russian Health Officials Approve Second COVID-19 Vaccine Without Completing Phase 3 
Trial. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Rudnitsky, 4.73M) reports, “Russian health authorities approved a Covid-19 vaccine created 
by a former biological weapons research laboratory for public use,” the second instance of bypassing the results 
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of Phase 3 trials for a vaccine. in televised comments, President Viadimir Putin said that a “vaccine developed by 
the Vecior State Virology and Biotechnology Center in Siberia has been regisiered.” 

Reuters (10/14, Soldatkin, lvanova) reports the “peptide-based vaccine, named EpiVacCorona, is the 
second to be licensed for use in Russia. ... A shot developed by Moscow's Gamaleya Institute, Sputnik V, was 
licensed for domestic use in August.” Both were “registered before Phase Ill trials. A trial involving 40,000 
participants is now under way in Moscow.” 


Chinese Company Offering COVID-19 Vaccine To Students Outside Clinical Trials. 


The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Deng, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports China is expanding COVID-19 
vaccine distribution outside of clinical trials with National Biotec Group Co., a division of state-owned firm 
Sinopharm. China is offering the vaccines to students who are going abroad. 


MI5 Chief Describes Efforts To Support, Protect COVID-19 Vaccine Research. 


The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the new head of British domestic 
intelligence service MI5, Security Service Director General Ken McCallum, spoke Wednesday to reporters about 
efforts the agency is making to contribute to COVID-19 vaccine research and to protect that research from 
hackers and disinformation campaigns. 

Reuters (10/14, Faulconbridge) reporis McCallum said that MI5 is “trying to defend COVID-19 vaccine work 


against hostile powers who are seeking io either steal or sabotage research data.” Reuters quotes McCallum 
saying, “Clearly, the global prize of having a first [usable] vaccine against this deadly virus is a large one, so we 
would expect that a range of other parties around the globe would be quite interested in that research.” 


WHO: Young, Healthy People May Have To Wait For COVID-19 Vaccine. 


CNBC (10/714, Feuer, 3.62M) reporis top World Health Organization officials said Wednesday that “healthy young 
people might not get...the coronavirus vaccine until 2022 as public health officials focus on immunizing the 
elderly and other vulnerable groups first.” WHO chief scientist Dr. Soumya Swaminathan “said health workers, 
frontline workers and the elderly will likely be offered a vaccine first, though prioritization details are still being 
worked out by the WHO and Its advisory groups.” The article states that the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration are also “preparing to prioritize ceriain at-risk communities for 
distribution of the scarce doses. But the U.S. timeline will likely look very different from that of the WHO.” 


Sinovac Poised To Begin COVID-19 Vaccine Trials In Philippines This Year. 


Bloomberg (10/15, Yap, 4.73M) reports that Filipino Food and Drug Administration Director General Eric 
Domingo said Thursday that Chinese firm Sinovac Biotech Ltd. could begin COVID-19 “vaccine trials in the 
Philippines before the end of the year.” Domingo said that Sinovac has passed a safely review clearing It to 
begin Phase 3 trials. 


Opinion: US Should Look To Pacific Rim Countries For Model On Containing Coronavirus. 


In an opinion piece for TIME (10/14, 18.47M), Duke University professor and physician Gavin Yamey writes: “On 
October 13 the White House confirmed thai it is embracing what the Los Angeles Times editorial board calls the 
‘let people die’ strategy in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. The strategy involves deliberately letting the 
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novel coronavirus rip through the population while attempting to shield the most vulnerable, such as the elderly 
and those with pre-existing health conditions.” Yamey argues, “We can look to many of the Pacific Rim nations, 
like China, New Zealand, Taiwan, and Vietnam, which collectively have under 1,000 new infections per day, 
compared with 55,000 per day in the U_S., fo see what a multi-pronged, comprehensive contro! strategy entails.” 


UK, European Union Combined Surpass US In New Daily Cases Of COVID-19. 


The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Douglas, Barnett, Meichtry, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reparts that the 
European Union and the UK combined this week have overtaken the US in terms of new daily cases of COVID- 
19, marking the first time Europe has surpassed the US since last spring. 

Reuters (10/14, Lopatka, Strauss), the New York Times (10/14, A1, Landler, 18.61M), and ABC World 
News Tonigh = (10/14, story 7, 1:35, Muir, 6.83M) provide similar coverage. 


European Countries Applying Drastically Contrasting Strategies To Contain Spread Of 
Coronavirus. 


The AP (10/14, Janicek} reports that “European countries, and even regions inside countries, are applying 
drastically contrasting strategies. In one area bars are considered breeding grounds of outbreaks, while across 
the border or city limits, schools are deemed viral cauldrons.” 


Over 60 People Traced To Canadian Spin Studio Test Positive For Coronavirus. 


The Washington Post (10/14, Farzan, O'Grady, 14.2M) reports at least 61 people traced to a spin studio in the 
Canadian city of Hamilton have tested positive for coronavirus, despite the studio “appearing to have complied 
with public health regulations.” 


Johnson Resists Calls For Another National Lockdown, But Leaves Option Open. 


Reuters (10/14, James, Smout) reports, “British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Wednesday resisted a short 
lockdown for all of England but said he ruled nothing out in the face of calls to shut the country down for two 
weeks as a ‘circuit breaker in order to save lives.” The Prime Minister “said he would stick to this localised 
approach, responding to opposition leader Keir Starmmer’s demand for a temporary national lockdown.” Johnson 
explained to parliament, “The whole point is to seize this moment now to avoid the misery of another national 
lockdown. ... We're going to do it - and | rule out nothing, of course, in combating the virus — but we are going to 
do ft with the local, the regional, approach that can drive down and will drive down the virus if it is properly 
implemented.” 

The AP (10/14) reports similarly. 


Additional 10,000 Children Each Month May Die This Year Globally From Malnutrition Due 
To Pandemic, WHO Chief Says. 


Reuters (10/14, Angel} reports “an extra 10,000 children per month may die this year from malnutrition due to the 
COVID-19 crisis, he head of the World Health Organisation warned on Wednesday.” WHO Director General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus “told a UN Food and Agriculture conference that due to the pandemic he 


expected a 14% rise in cases of severe child malnuirition this year — or 6.7 million more people — mosily in sub- 
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Saharan Africa and south Asia.” He implored, “We cannot accept a world where the rich have access to healthy 
dieis while the poor are left behind... the rich can afford to stay home, the poor must go out to work.” 
The Hill (10/14, Jenkins, 2.98M) also reports. 


Lombardy Once Again Driving Increase In New Coronavirus Cases In Italy. 


The AP (16/14, Barry) reports “coronavirus infections are surging anew in” Milan. italy overall “on Wednesday 
posied its highest ever daily total of new infections at 7,332 — surpassing the previous high of 6,557, recorded 
during the virus’s most deadly phase in March.” Once again, Lombardy is “leading the nation in case numbers, 
an echo of the trauma of March and April when ambulance sirens pierced the silence of stilled cities.” However, 
“increased testing is partially responsible for the high numbers, and many of the new cases are asymptomaiic.” 
Moreover, “Haly’s death toll remains significantly below the spring heights, hovering around 40 in recent days,” 
compared “with the high of 969 dead nationwide one day in late March.” 


Emotional Fatigue Sets On Among Intensive Care Staff At Madrid Hospital. 


Reuters (10/14, Perez) reporis “emotional fatigue has begun to set in among the intensive care staff at the 


Infanta Sofia hospital near Madrid, even though the team is better equipped now than during the pandemic’s 
March-April peak.” An inadequate supply “of personal protective gear as well as respirators and monitors further 
complicated the situation.” 


G-20 Nations Agree To Extend Suspension Of Debt Payments By Additional Six Months To 
Most Vulnerable Countries. 


The AP (10/14, Crutsinger, Batrawy) reports “the Group of 20 nations, representing the world’s biggest 
economies, agreed Wednesday to extend the suspension of debt payments by an additional six months to 
support the mosi vulnerable countries in their fight against the coronavirus pandemic.” A prior “suspension of 
more than $14 billion in debt payments had been due to expire at the end of the year,” so “Wednesday’s decision 
gives developing nations until the end of June 2021 to focus spending on health are and emergency stimulus 
programs rather than debi repaymenis.” 


Developed Nations With Early Lockdowns, Well-Prepared Health Systems Avoided More 
COVID-19 Deaths, Study Suggests. 


The AP (10/14, Jordans) reports imperial College London “scientists say a comparison of 21 developed countries 
during the start of the coronavirus pandemic shows that those with early lockdowns and weil-prepared national 
health systems avoided large numbers of additional deaths due to the outbreak.” The findings were published in 
Nature Medicine. 

The Hill (10/14, 2.98M) also reporis. 


Philippines President Wants Poor, Soldiers, Police To Be First To Receive Coronavirus 
Vaccine. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Yap, Calonzo, 4.73M) reporis, “Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said he wants the poor, 
soldiers and police officers to receive the first shots of the coronavirus vaccine once available.” He said 
yesterday in an address, “I need my soldiers and policemen healthy. They are really vital to the security of the 
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state.” Coronavirus “vaccines from China and Russia will be prioritized, he said, adding that Moscow has 
expressed intention to set up a pharmaceutical plant in the Philippines.” 


Philippines Needs More Money To Vaccinate Entire Population, President Says. 


Reuters (10/14, Lema) reporis “Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte said on Wednesday his government has the 
money lo procure coronavirus vaccines but he would need more as he wants to inoculate the country’s entire 
population.” 


Portugal Imposes Tougher Restrictions To Contain Growing Spread Of Coronavirus. 


Reuters (10/14, Demony, Waldersee) reporis “tougher measures will be imposed in Portugal from Thursday 
onwards to contain record levels of coronavirus cases, including stricter limits on gatherings and heavier 
penalties for rule-breaking establishmenis.” Portugal’s “Prime Minister Antonio Costa will also submit a proposal 
to parliament to make face masks cornpulsory in crowded ouldoor spaces, and use of the government’s tracing 
app compulsory for some workforces.” He told reporters yesterday, “| know many people are tired of the 
restrictions. .. | also know many people, particularly the young, have a false perception that COVID-19’s risks 
are lower for them. But this perception is an itusion. COVID-19 carries a risk for you but it also carries an 
enormous tisk of transmission to others.” 


Businesses In Israel Seeking Ways To Get Around Country’s Strict Coronavirus Lockdown 
Measures. 


The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Schwariz, Lieber, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that businesses in 
israel, frustrated with strict coronavirus lockdowns, are seeking new ways to avoid restrictions. Some businesses 
are ignoring the measures, but others shut down their stores only when police are nearby to avoid penalties. 


Canada Facing Second Wave Of Coronavirus, WHO Says. 


CNBC (10/14, Higgins-Dunn, 3.62M)} reports, “Canada is facing a second wave of coronavirus cases as the 
provinces of Quebec and Ontario report the bulk of the country’s Covid-19 death toll, the Pan American Health 
Organization’s top health official warned Wednesday.” 


France Imposes Curfew On Paris Region, Other Major Urban Centers To Curb Spread Of 
Coronavirus. 


The Washington Post (10/14, McAuley, 14.2M) reports that “French President Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday 
announced a curfew to be imposed on the Paris region and other major urban centers, to curb a rapid 
resurgence of the coronavirus.” The new “curfew will require people fo stay home between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.,” 
and “it will begin Saturday Oct. 17 and last for at least four weeks.” Cities with the new curfew include “Paris, 
Lyon, Grenoble, Ab-en-Provence, Montpellier, Lille, Rouen and Saint-Etienne.” 

Aiso reporting are Bloomberg (10/14, Nussbaum, Donahue, 4.73M}, the AP (10/14), and Reuters (10/14, 
Overstraeten). 


LLL all leh 
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Senators From Both Parties Question Barrett About Severability In Relation To Pending 
ACA Challenge. 


The New York Times (10/14, 18.61M) reports on the third day of hearings, Senate Democrats continued to arque 
that the confirmation of Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the US Supreme Court poses a “grave” threat to the 
Affordable Care Act. However, “some Senate Republicans had a surprising response on Wednesday: They 
pointed to a doctrine of statutory interpretation called severability. Because of if, they suggested, their allies’ own 
case against the health care law was a toothless exercise that was likely to fail.” The article says this “was an 
admission that the focus by Democrats on attacking Republicans ~ and Judge Barrett — for threatening the future 
of Affordable Care Act in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic has hit horne.” 

The Wall Street Journal (10/14, Bravin, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that several senators asked 
Barrett to address the question of severability, a legal doctrine which is applicable in the pending ACA challenge. 
GOPF-led states and the Trump Administration contend the ACA should be struck down since lower courts have 
ruled its individual mandate provision is unconstitutional. 

CNN (10/14, Herb, 83.16M) reports that both Judiciary Chairman Lindsey Graham (R-SC)} and Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA) asked Barrett about severability. Barrett told Feinstein that “severabilily was like a game of 
Jenga.” Barrett added, “If you picture severability being like a Jenga game, it’s kind of like, if you pull one ouf, 
can you pull it out while it all stands? [f you pull two ouf, will it all stand? ... Severability is designed to say well 
would Congress still want the statute to stand even with the provision gone?” 

The Hill (10/14, Carney, 2.98M)} reports that Barrett told Graham, “The presumption is always in favor of 
severability.” The article adds, “Graham appeared to signal he thought ObamaCare could be saved, even if the 
individual mandate is siruck down, as he pressed Barrett on whether the ‘main thing’ was that there was a 
‘presumption’ io save an underlying law. Barrett replied: ‘That's correct.” 

The Washington Post (10/14, A1, Barnes, Kim, Marimow, 14.2M) reports that Senate GOP lawmakers 
“oredicted clear sailing for Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett as she concluded her confirmation 
testimony Wednesday, and said she will forge a new and prominent path as a conservative, religious wornan 
who opposes abortion.” Sen. Josh Hawley (R-MO) said, “There is nothing wrong with confirming to the Supreme 
Court of the United States a devout Catholic, pro-life Christian.” Hawley “was echoing the earlier praise of Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.), who said, ‘This hearing, to me, is an opportunity to 
not punch through a glass ceiling, but a reinforced concrete barrier around conservative women.” Graham 
“called Barrett ‘unashamedly pro-life, saying she ‘embraces her faith without apology.” 

The AP (10/14, Mascaro, Sherman, Kellman) reports that Barrett’s confirmation appears “inevitable, as 
even some Senate Democrats acknowledged in Senate hearings on Tuesday and Wednesday. The shifi would 
cement a 6-3 conservaiive majority on the court and would be the most pronounced ideological change in 30 
years, from the liberal icon to the conservative appeals court judge.” The article says Barreit “skipped past 
Democrats’ pressing questions about ensuring the daie of next month’s election or preventing voier intimidation, 
both set in federal law, and the peaceful transfer of presidential power.” In addition, Barrett “refused to express 
her view on whether the president can pardon himself.” 

Bloomberg (10/14, Stohr, Litvan, 4.73M) reports that for a second straight day, Democrais attempted “fo pin 
down how’ Barrett “would handle cases on abortion, voting rights and the Affordable Care Act.” But she 
“continued to sidestep questions about how she would vote in cases likely fo come before the court.” Barrett 
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“said she wasn’t calling for the court to adopt a more aggressive approach toward overturning its precedents, 
and she declined to endorse her onetime mentor’s searing criticism of the landmark Voting Rights Act.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are the CBS Evening New = (10/14, story 8, 1:55, O'Donnell, 
4.09M), ABC World News Tonigh = (10/14, story 6, 4:00, Muir, 6.83M), NBC Nightly News =| (10/4, story 7, 
1:50, Holt, 5.56M), USA Today (10/14, Hayes, Wu, Wolf, 10.31M), Reuters (10/14, Hurley, Zengerle, Chung), 
Politico (10/14, Desiderio, LeVine, 4.29M), NPR (10/14, Naylor, 3.12M), Forbes (10/14, McEvoy, 9.71M), the 
New York Post (10/14, Moore, 4.57M), the San Francisco Chronicle (10/14, 2.67M), the Washington Examiner 
(10/14, Ferrechio, 448K}, and Modern Healthcare (10/14, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 2741). 


Azar Lauds Trump Administration’s Technology Response To The Pandemic, Emphasizes 
Data Collection Efforts. 


Healthcare IT News (10/14, Jercich, 2K) reports that this week, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “praised the Trump 


administration’s technology response to the COVID-19 pandemic, highlighting its efforts on data collection, 
telehealth expansion and more.” While speaking “at the HLTH VRTL 2020 conference, Azar highlighted the 
efforts of HHS to collect data concerning COVID-19 patients and predicted that patients will see telehealth as ‘a 
durable and desirable part of their healthcare’ in the long term.” The article adds, “HHS Protect ‘includes a 
secure hub for sharing, parsing, housing, tracking and accessing COVID-19 data,’ said Azar, and draws on more 
than 4.5 billion data elements.” 


House Dems Criticize Trump’s Pandemic Response, Push For Cooperation With Other 
Countries. 


The Washington Post (10/14, Hudson, 14.2M) reports that on Wednesday, about “100 House Democrats 
criticized the Trump administration’s unilateral approach to the coronavirus pandemic...and offered a plan for 
working with other countries to control the crisis and ensure that vaccines can be shared widely and quickly.” 
According to the Post, “The letter, written by Reps. Judy Chu and Brad Sherman of California and Jim McGovern 
of Massachusetts, says the Trump administration’s antipathy toward China and multilateral organizations 
hindered coordination with the World Health Organization and the European Union. It also says restrictions on 
scientific exchanges with Beijing resulted in fewer Americans on the ground in China as the virus began to 
spread.” The missive was sent to HHS Secretary Alex Azar and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 


Bipartisan Group Of Senators Wants Azar To Protect Healthcare Providers’ Access To 
Pandemic Relief Funds. 


WOAY-TV Bluefield, WV (10/14, Barker) reports that Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV} “led two groups of bipartisan 
Senators in expressing concern to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex 
Azar about the recent change in reporting requirements for hospitals and health systems that receive relief funds 
from the Provider Relief Fund (PRF) and urged the Administration to protect access to this vital funding.” 
Hospitals in rural areas and those which “serve high numbers of low-income, elderly, and severely ill 
patienis...could be particularly burdened by the new reporting requirements, due to their already thin financial 
margins.” Manchin wrote that amid “the COVID-19 pandemic, our health care providers need more certainty, not 
less.” 
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CMS Adds 11 Procedures To List Of Telehealth Services It Will Cover During Pandemic. 


Bloomberg Law (10/14, Lee, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports “Medicare will pay for heart and lung rehab 
conducted via telemedicine for the duration of the public emergency, the federal Medicare agency said 
Wednesday.” CMS “added 11 procedures, including various types of heart and lung services, to its list of 
telehealth services it will pay for throughout the pandemic.” 

FierceHealthcare (10/14, King, 146K} reports “the additions announced Wednesday is the latest push by the 
agency to accelerate use of telehealih by removing reimbursement barriers.” CMS “is also giving support to slate 
Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program agencies to expand access to telehealth.” CMS Administrator 
Seema Verma in a statement, “Medicaid patients should not be forgotten, and today’s announcement promotes 
teleheaith for them as well.” 


Verma Warns Gap In Routine, Preventative Care For Children During Pandemic Risks New 
Health Crisis. 


The Columbus (OH) Dispatch (10/14, Candisky, 367K) reports CMS Administrator Seema Verma suggested that 
“children largely escaped the first wave of COVID, but they may be at the epicenter of a new health crisis 
stemming from the pandemic,” resulting from a gap in routine and preventative care “during at least the first 
several months of the coronavirus outbreak...especially for low-income children.” Verma explained, “lf we are not 
careful in how we address this, we could give rise to a second public health crisis and that’s the impact of all this 
foregone care, whether it’s increases in routine illnesses because we've missed vaccinations or the screenings 
not detecting issues in children. ... For children, the long-term implications are clear.” 


Study Finds CMS Penalizes Hospitals Incorrectly In Readmissions Program. 


Modern Healthcare (10/14, Castellucci, Subscription Publication, 214K} reports “CMS’ long-standing Hospital 
Readmission Reduction Program incorrectly penalizes hospitals or overlooks hospitals that should receive a 
penally, according to a new study.” The findings, “published Wednesday in JAMA Cardiology, are the latest to 
uncover flaws in the Hospital Readrnission Reduction Program, which has been heavily criticized by hospitals 
and quality researchers since its inception in 2012 under the Affordable Care Act.” The new study “found CMS 
incorrectly penalizes hospitals due to margins of error associated with the 30-day risk-adjusted readmission 
measure the program relies on.” 


Drug Overdose Deaths Rose In First Three Months Of Year, CDC Data Show. 


NPR (10/14, Mann, 3.12M) reports that “drug overdose deaths rose in the first three months of this year, 
according to preliminary numbers released Wednesday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” 
Data show “a roughly 10% increase in fatalities” and “offer a first official snapshot of the pandemic’s impact on 
Americans suffering addiction.” Should “this trend continues, the CDC estimates the UD will suffer more than 
75,500 drug-related deaths in 2020, setting a bleak record for a second year in a row.” The piece mentions that 
Brett Giroir, assistant secretary for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, said during a webcast in 
August, “Every indication we have in terms of stress, in terms of surveys about increasing [drug] use during the 
pandemic, basically everything is pointed in the wrong direction.” 
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FDA Issues Warnings To Companies Selling Dietary Supplements Containing Cesium 
Chloride. 


Fox Business (10/14, Hein, 1.73M) reports the Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday issued “a warning to 
five companies currently marketing dietary supplements containing cesium chloride. ... The FDA has previously 
warned consumers and health care professionals against using supplements containing cesium salts after the 
health agency found significant safety risks associated with it being used in compounded drugs.” The article 
quotes FDA Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition Office of Dietary Supplement Programs Director 
Steven Tave saying, “The FDA will continue to take action against dietary supplements that contain cesium 
chloride because of significant safety concerns — including heart toxicity and potential death — associated with 
this ingredient.” 


House Subcommittee Investigating Potential White House Interference Affecting CDC’s 
“No-Sail” Cruise Ship Order. 


USA Today (10/14, Hines, 10.31M) reports the House subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation “is investigating possible White House interference in the” CDC's “no-sail’ order for cruise ships, 
which is set to expire ai the end of this month.” Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY), who chairs the 
subcommiliee, “has made an official request for records from the CDC.” In a letter to CDC Director Robert 
Redfield, “Maloney wrote that he is ‘worried about impairments to the independence of the CDC’s science-based 
and unbiased public health advice based on reported interference from the White House and political leadership 
at the U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Services (HHS).”” 


Tucker Carlson Fires Back At CDC After Agency Spokesperson Says His Commentary On 
Masks Was “Misleading.” 


Fox News (10/14, Halon, 27.59M) reports, “Fox News host Tucker Carlson fired back at the” CDC Wednesday 
after a CDC spokesperson “said the ‘Tucker Carlson Tonight host's Tuesday night commentary on mask- 
wearing was ‘misleading.’” In “his commentary, Carlson cited a study... that analyzed a group of people who 
tested positive for coronavirus.” That “study found that among those who were infected, more than 70% reporied 
they had ‘always’ worn a mask over the preceding 14 days.” A CDC spokesperson’s statement said, “At no time 
has CDC guidance suggested that masks were intended to protect the wearers.” Carlson, in response, said, “The 
spokesman didn't dispute that we showed accurate data from the CDC.” Carlson also “pointed out that CDC 
Director Robert Redfield had toid lawmakers last month that he ‘might even go so far as to say thai this face 
mask is more guaranteed to protect me against COVID than when | take a COVID vaccine.” 


Source: AstraZeneca Took Weeks To Submit Vaccine Trial Safety Data To FDA. 


CNN (16/14, Cohen, 83.16M) reports according io an unnamed source, “AstraZeneca, whose Phase 3 
coronavirus vaccine clinical trial has been on hold for more than a month, did not get critical safety data to the 
US Food and Drug Administration until last week.” According to the source, “the root of the delay is thal the 
participant was in the United Kingdom, and the European Medicines Agency and the FDA store data differently.” 
CNN quotes Health and Human Services Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Paul Mango saying, “FDA continues to 
review safely information, and we'll just have to see over the next week or so where that turns out.” 
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FDA’s Hahn: Trial Stoppages Are Key To Ensuring COVID-19 Vaccine Safety. 


Bloomberg (10/14, Armstrong, 4.73M) reports that on Wednesday, Food and Drug Adminisiration Commissioner 
Stephen Hahn made the case that “a series of trial stops are part of the system to make sure any Covid-19 
vaccine or therapy will be safe.” Hahn is quoted as saying, “Probably the most important part of clinical trials is to 
ensure safety as much as possible, certainly for the participants in the trial, but also io look al safety issues 
should an application come before FDA. ... The system was designed to identify safety issues. These safequards 
are really important and built in to protect subjects of trials, but also ullimately to get fo the right answer regarding 
the safety and efficacy of a therapeutic or vaccine.” 


FDA Approves Pfizer Plan To Enroll Children 12 Years And Up In COVID-19 Vaccine Trial. 


The Hill (10/44, Castronuove, 2.98M) reports in continuing coverage that Pfizer announced Tuesday that it has 
“received Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval to include children as young as 12 years old to 
participate in its ongoing trials” of COVID-19 vaccines. The “expansion follows continued calls from health 
officials to expand testing to younger populations to ensure an eventual vaccine will be safe and effective for 
them.” The Hil notes that American Academy of Pediatrics President Sara Goza recently “wrote a letter to Alex 
Azar, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn, 
urging them to authorize the inclusion of children in vaccine testing.” 


Opinion: CDC Should Stay Out Of Thanksgiving. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Times (10/14, 492K), Editor Cheryl K. Chumley writes, “The Centers for 
Disease Conirol and Prevention’s Robert Redfield just issued a quiet warning of possible COVID-19 case hikes 
during Thanksgiving festivities. Memo to CDC: Enough. Stay out of Thanksgiving. And don’t even think of getting 
involved in Christmas.” Chumiey writes, “Americans don’t need to be told by the government's leading health 
bureaucrats that gathering in groups can lead to the transmission of germs. That’s what third-grade science class 
is for. Lecturing on the obvious, at this point in the coronavirus game, only fails on deaf ears.” Chumley argues, 
“Health bureaucrats are unelected, unaccountable to the people, and largely unconcerned about the 
devastations that come from their flawed predictions. It’s up to citizens io say: Enough. Let's hope virtual turkey 
is that moment.” 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

Goldman’s Pandemic Hot Streak Continues In Third Quarter 

Two Americans Held Hostage By lran-Backed Forces In Yemen Freed In Trade 
The Verdict On Trump’s Economic Stewardship, Before Covid And After 
Goodbye, Sunny Florida. Hello, Frigid Winter. Covid Strands Canadian Snowbirds. 


New York Times: 
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As Virus Spread, Reports Of Trump Administration’s Private Briefings Fueled Seil-Off 
Barrett, Vowing Independence, Is Haunted By Trump’s Demands 

Why ‘Supermom’ Gets Star Billing On Résumés For Public Office 

Europe, Which Thought It Had The Virus Tamed, Faces A Resurgence 


Straight To Gunshots’: How A US Task Force Killed An Antifa Activist 
How Joe Biden Became The Unlikeliest Of Online Fund-Raising Superstars 


Washington Post: 

GOP Praise As Barrett's Testimony Wraps Up 

Turnout For Early Voting Is Immense 

Videos Offer Glimpse Of Conservative Group’s Vision 

2 American Hostages Freed In Deal With Yemeni Rebels 


Arrest In High-Seas Slaughter Is Exception To A Grim Rule 
For Elite Runners, Records Fall In A Flash 


Financial Times: 

Thai Protesters Surround Government House 

IMF Says Austerity Is Not Inevitable To Ease Pandemic Impact On Public Finances 
Europe’s Far-Right Stumbles As Infighting And Rivals Sap Strength 

Goldman Boosted By Surging Markets In Third Quarter 


Washington Times: 

‘Use Your Influence’: Hunter Biden Report Undercuts Father, Upends Campaign 

Barrett Fends Off Democrats In Drama-Free Hearings: ‘A Seat At The Table Is Waiting’ 

‘Future Of Policing Depends On This Election’: ‘Defund’ Movement Drives Cops To Trump, GOP 
The Mighty Tank Struggles To Find A Place On The Modern Battlefield 

GOP Banks On Trump-Voter Turnout Amid Fears Of Flipped Senate 

Pro-Lifers Optimistic As Abortion-Restriction Measure Gains Steam In Blue State 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: FLOTUS-COVID; COVID-Cases: Early Voting; Dueling Town Halls; Trump-lowa Rally; SCOTUS Hearing; 
COVID-Europe; New York-Woman Charged With Filing False Police Report; COVID-AL Head Coach; Louisiana- 
Army National Guard Sgt. Meets New Baby in Airport. 

CBS: FLOTUS-COVID:; Trump-lowa Rally; Trump-Behind in Polls; Dueling Town Halls; COVID-Cases; COVID- 
Fauci interview, Early Voting; SCOTUS Hearing; Breonna Taylor-Boyfriend Interview; COVID-AL Head Coach; 
Weather Report: NASA-Final Flight With Russia. 

NBC: FLOTUS-COVID: Trump-Behind in Polls; Dueling Town Halls; COVID-Cases; COVID-Wisconsin; COVID- 
Herd immunity, SCOTUS Hearing: New York-Woman Charged With Filing False Police Report; Texas-Apartmeni 
Complex Fire; Holiday Shopping; COVID-AL Head Coach; Mail-In Ballots; NASA-Final Flight With Russia. 


Network TV At A Glance: 
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SCOTUS Hearing — 7 minutes, 45 seconds 
FLOTUS-COVID ~ 7 minutes, 40 seconds 
COVID-Cases — 7 minutes, 30 seconds 

Dueling Town Halls — 1 minute, 15 seconds 
COVIB-AL Head Coach - 0 minutes, 45 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Early Voting; Biden-Fundraising; Trump-lowa Rally, COVID-AL Head Coach; COVID-Cases; SCOTUS 
Hearing. 

CBS: COVID-Fauci interview; COVID-Wisconsin; SCOTUS Hearing; California-PG&E Cut Power; Early Voting; 
New York-Woman Charged With Filing False Police Report. 

FOX: SCOTUS Hearing; FLOTUS-COVID; North Carolina-Absentee Ballot Guidelines; California-PG&E Cut 
Power. 

NPR: SCOTUS Hearing; FLOTUS-COVID; Trump-lowa Rally; Baltimore-in Person Classes. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Jimmy Kimmel: “The election is fewer than three weeks away. Have you noticed that when they give you 
advice for election day, all of a sudden it sounds like an emergency preparedness pamphlet? It’s like, ‘Locate 
your polling place in advance. Bring bottled water. Contact your neighbors. Don’t touch the doorknob if it’s too 
hot.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “The President is on the road this month. He is burning massive amounts of jet fuel to spread 
his message and germs all over big crowds of supporters in swing states, even as we learned today that his son, 
Barron, tested positive for the virus earlier this month. ... The second wave is clearly under way. And while you'd 
expect that something like this might make the President think twice about these unmasked egomania 
Igatherings] he’s involved with, Donald Trump doesn't think twice about anything. Most of the time, he doesn’t 
even think once.” 


Jimmy Aimmel: “The President was in lowa tonight where cases are surging. ... Ten thousand strong were 
expected tonight. Sadly, 2,200 infected people. Even though his own White House put out guidelines saying 
there should be no gatherings in central lowa with more than 25 people, they're daing this. That applies only if it’s 
not a tribute to him.” 


Jimmy &immel: “There was a lot of Biden-bashing at the rally last night. His new line of attack is to claim that 
Joe Biden isn’t nice. ... [As Trump, after showing a clip of Trump calling Biden not nice and a dumb guy] ‘Take it 
from me, | looked right info an eclipse, | know a dumb quy.”” 


Jirumy Kimmel: “You know, there’s supposed to be a debate tomorrow night, but since Trump wouldn't agree 
to the virtual format...he backed out altogether. So because there was no debate, Biden agreed to do a town hail 
on ABC that night. So Trump today announced he will aiso be doing a town hall. Buton NBC. And at the same 
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time as Biden. ... Thanks, NBC. First ‘The Apprentice, now this. Why not a new Bil Cosby special while we're at 
it?” 


National News 


At lowa Rally, Trump Says He Is “A Little Bit Concerned” About Polling In State. 


The AP (10/14, Miller, Pitt) reports, “Donning a red hat and tossing away his tie to fight off the stiff breeze on the 
airport tarmac,” President Trump addressed supporiers in Des Moines, lowa, on Wednesday evening. The Des 
Moines Register (10/14, 404K) reports that “as he began speaking, Trump turned almost immediately to his 
place in the polls. He cited a poll released Wednesday by Focus on Rural America that showed him leading [Joe] 
Biden by 6 percentage poinis, 50% to 44%.” Trump said, “For me to only be up six, I’m a little bit concerned, ll 
tell you that. Because nobody's going to do for lowa what | did for lowa.” The latest RCP average has Biden 
leading Trump by 1.2 paints in the state, which Trump won by nearly 10 points in 2016. USA Today (10/14, 
Fritze, Subramanian, 10.31M) reports Trump “disputed polls showing him tied or behind Biden, insisting that his 
campaign has ‘more enthusiasm now than we ever did four years aga.” 

Radio lowa (10/14) reports on its website that Trump “touted federal disaster aid for farmers hit by 20789 
flooding as well as the $28 billion in trade disruption payments his administration has sent to farmers over the 
past iwo years.” He said, “There has never been a president that has done more for farmers and ranchers, for 
the Farm Belt, for iowa. There’s never been a president that’s even come close to what i have done and | will say 
that and Pll say it loud and clear.” 


Des Moines, IA (10/14, 53K) reports Trump “greeted a raucous crowd of thousands of 
supporters” and “proceeded to launch into a series of attacks” against Biden. The Daily Caller (10/14, 716K) 
reports Trump “cited a series of stories published by the New York Post alleging that Biden ‘has been blatantly 
lying about his Involvement in his son’s corrupt business dealings.” Trump said, “This is a big smoking gun. The 
newly uncovered emails reveal that a top executive from the highly questionable Ukrainian oil company — it’s an 
energy company ~— paid Hunter at least $50,000 a month, but it’s now looking like it could be $183,000 a month.” 

The Cedar Rapids Gazette (10/14, Murphy, 157i) reports the rally “was the first campaign event featuring 
either party's presidential candidate in lowa during the 2020 general election cycle.” Biden “was in lowa regularly 
during the run-up fo the caucuses, but has not returned since earning his party’s nomination.” The President 
tweeted after the event, “I was thrilled to be back in the American Heartland with thousands of loyal, hardworking 
IOWA Patriots! 20 days from now, we are going to win IOWA, and we are going to win 4 more years in the While 
House!” ABC World News Tonigh 
story 2, 0:45, O'Donnell, 4.09M) both briefly previewed the rally on their evening newscasts. 

Rally Took Place Amid Rise in fowa COVID Cases. WHO-TV Des Moines, IA (10/14, 104K) reports 
on its website that the rally took place “as the state of lowa is in the midst of a coronavirus outbreak. The state 
currently has the highest number of COVID-19 patients hospitalized since the pandemic began.” WQAD- = 


= (10/14, story 5, 0:25, Muir, 6.83M) and the CBS Evening News = (410/14, 


Davenport, [A (10/14, 10K) reporied that an advocacy group called the rally a “super-spreader event,” but Trump 
supporiers “say coming here was worth the risk.” Reuters (10/14, Oliphant} reports Trump “cited what he said 


was his son’s mild bout of the virus as a reason why American schools should reopen as soon as possible.” 


KWWL-TV =) Cedar Rapids, IA (10/14, 22K) reported Trump attacked “the handling of the pandemic in states led 
by Democratic governors.” 
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The Washington Post (10/14, Dawsey, Abutaleb, 14.2M) says the President “is using his recovery from the 
coronavirus to reinforce the message that the pandemic is receding and Americans should return to work — 
resisting entreaties to change his tone and behavior three weeks ahead of the presidential election.” But despite 
a White House outbreak “that also infected the first lady, their son and nearly a dozen top aides, Trump and his 
allies continue to downplay the virus, arguing that the country is ‘turning the corner’ and holding campaign events 
with thousands of supporters even as cases are increasing rapidly, especially in the Midwest.” The New York 
Times (10/14, Mandavilli, 18.61M} reports that Trump “has exulted in his supposed imperviousness to the 
coronavirus,” but even if he “were now immune to the coronavirus, he may not remain so, scientists warn. The 
president’s unique treaiment may have prevented his body from making the antibodies necessary for long-term 
protection.” 


Asked on the CBS Evening New: = (10/14, 4.09M) whether events like Trump campaign rallies of over 
10,000 people are considered dangerous, NIAID Director Fauci said, “WWhen people are close io each other and 
you don’t have virtually everyone wearing a mask, that is a risky situation that could very well lead to the kind of 
spreader events that we have seen in similar settings.” 

Media Analyses: Lack Of Consistent Message Could Be Hurting Trump. The Washington Post 
(10/14, Olorunnipa, Dawsey, 14.2M) writes that with the election less than three weeks away and millions of 
Americans having already voted, Trump's “lack of a consistent and coherent closing argument is alarming some 
Republicans, raising fears among his allies that his undisciplined approach to campaigning could render him a 
one-term president.” Trump “is attempting to stage a historic comeback. But his actions and rhetoric in recent 
days have stumped even some of his allies who are trying to decipher his broader strategy — and, increasingly, 
questioning whether there is one.” 

The New York Times (10/14, Tankersley, 18.61M) reports Trump has been telling voters that Biden is “a 
pawn of socialists” and that Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA) “is ‘a communist.’ ... A wide range of polls, including 
some conducted for nonpartisan media outlets and for conservative and liberal interest groups, shows that Mr. 
Trump has so far been unsuccessful in lashing Mr. Biden to policy proposals like Medicare for All, the Green 
New Deal and a federal tax on the net worth of high-wealth Americans, all of which Democratic voters and 
leaders have increasingly embraced in recent years, but which Mr. Biden has stopped short of adopting in his 
platform.” 


Supreme Court Ruling Adds To Census “Whiplash.” 


The AP (10/14) reports that Tuesday’s Supreme Court ruling that the Trump Administration can end the census 
count “was just the latest case of whiplash for the census, which has faced starts and stops from the pandemic, 
natural disasters and court rulings, as well as confusion over when it was going to end and questions over 
whether minorities, immigrants, poor people and others would be counted accurately.” The New York Times 
(10/14, Bogel-Burroughs, Liptak, Wines, 18.61M) writes, “Counting all of the people in the United States is 
always a giant task for the Census Bureau. But if ever there was a more difficult year than most to conduct the 
tally, ii would seem to be 2020.” In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (10/14, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) 
says the Court ruled correctly, permitting an enumeration as required by the Constitution and ending the 
meddling of the courts in a process delegated to Congress. 


Bernhardt: Trump Will Go Down As “Greatest Conservation President In Our Lifetime.” 
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Asked about the Great American Outdoors Aci on the Steve Gruber Show (10/14), Interior Secretary Bernhardt 
said, “In my opinion, President Trump will go down, ultimately, as the greatest conservation President in our 
lifetime, and his track record, for anyone who believes in hunting, in angling, or actually just simply recreating 
outdoors, is absolutely incredible.” Bernhardt said, “The enactment of the Great American Outdoors Act took 
everything to an incredibly new level. First off, there’s $900 million a year, guaranteed, from now through 
perpetuity...that’s directed to enhancing outdoor recreation activities. ... This is a funding commiiment like no 
other.” 


Army Plans New Policy On Searching For Missing Soldiers. 


The Washington Post (10/14, Horion, 14.2M) reporis the Army plans to introduce a policy “calling for more 
urgency in finding missing soldiers, top leaders said, after a handful of high-profile disappearances at Fort Hood 
that left families frustrated over the depth and speed of search efforts.” Officials have previously said that 
commanders “have not priorilized searching for soldiers missing from the ranks...and they currently do not 
proactively search for deserters.” 


NBC Sources Say Trump Expected Candidacy To Fail, Allowing Continuation Of “The 
Apprentice.” 


The Hollywood Reporter (10/14, 1.89M) looks at President Trump’s business relationship with NBC over the 
course of the run of “The Apprentice,” with “a former network insider” saying Trump did not expect his 
presidential campaign to hinder the show. The source said, “He said he was announcing a bid in June [2015] and 
the’d] be out of the race by September and start shooting [Celebrity Apprentice’] in January. He never expected 
to get any traction. He was doing it to boost his own brand.” Sources also said Trump “didn’t see why his 
candidacy or even presidency should make a difference. ‘He didn’t see why he couldn’t do the show from the 
Oval Office,’ says one.” 


Biden Has Eight-Point National Lead In IBD/TIPP Tracking Poll. 
An IBD/TIPP poll of 866 likely voters nationwide (10/9-10/13) has Joe Biden at 50.7%, President Trump 42.7%, 


Libertarian Jo Jorgensen 2.1%, and Green Howie Hawkins 1.0%. Weijia Jiang said on the CBS Evening News = 
(10/14, story 3, 0:35, O'Donnell, 4.09M) that Biden is “leading nationwide and in most swing states.” 


Marc Thiessen of the Washington Post (10/14, 14.2M) interviews Trump for his column, writing that Trump 
“is trailing in the polis, but he remains confident of victory.” Trump cited “a Fox News poll showing that 49 percent 
of Americans think their neighbors are supporting him (These people know their neighbors,’ he says) and a Hill- 
HarrisX poll that many Americans think others lie to pollsters when asked about their voting preferences, as 
evidence that the polls are wrong.” 

Fiorida. A Reuters/Ipsos poll of 653 likely Florida voters (10/7-10/14) has Biden at 49% and Trump at 47%. 
A St. Pete Polls poll of 2,215 likely Florida voters (40/11-10/12) has Biden at 48.2% and Trump at 47.2%. 

Pennsylvania, A PoliticallQ poll of 800 likely Pennsylvania voters (10/7-10/12) has Biden at 49% and 
Trump at 43%. 

Offo, A Quinnipiac University poll of 1,160 likely Ohio voters (10/8-10/12} has Biden at 48% and Trump at 
AT%. 
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Georgia. A SurveyUSA poll of 677 likely Georgia voters (10/8-10/12) has Biden at 48% and Trump at 46%. 
A Quinnipiac University poll of 1,040 likely Georgia voters (10/8-10/12} has Biden at 51% and Trump al 44%. 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (10/14, 895K) headlines ils report on the Quinnipiac survey “Poll: Biden Takes 
Significant Lead In Georgia For First Time.” Politico (10/14, Carrasco, 4.29M) also covers the poll. 

Wichigan. An EPIC/MRA poll of 600 likely Michigan voters (10/8-10/12) has Biden at 48% and Trump at 
39% 

North Carolina. A New York Times/Siena College poll of 627 likely North Carolina voters (10/9-10/13) has 
Biden al 46% and Trump at 42%. A Susquehanna Polling and Research poll of 500 likely North Carolina voters 
(10/7-10/11) has Biden at 48% and Trump at 46%. The Charlotte Observer (10/14, 470K) writes that “after weeks 
of polis showing them in a virtual tie, [Biden] appears to be edging ahead” of Trump in the state. 

Arizona. A Reuters/lpsos poll of 667 likely Arizona voters (10/7-10/14)} has Biden at 50% and Trump at 
46%, 

New Hampshire. A Suffolk University poll of 500 likely New Hampshire voters (10/8-10/12) has Biden at 
51% and Trump at 41%. 

iWentane. A Montana State University mail-in poll of 1,787 registered Montana voters (9/14-10/2) has 
Trump at 51% and Biden at 44%. 

YouGov Poll Finds Biden Ahead 72% To 22% Among indian-Americans. The New York Times 
(10/14, Schmall, 18.61M) reports that “a large majority of Indian-Americans plan to cast ballots” for Biden, 
according to a “survey released Wednesday, despite elaborate overtures by the Trump White House to win their 
support.” The Times says the YouGov poll “found that 72 percent of Indian-American voters planned to vote for 
Mr. Biden, with just 22 percent planning to go for President Trump.” 


Early Voting Now Underway In Most Of US. 


David Muir reported on ABC World News Tonight = (10/14, story 3, 1:45, 6.83M) that early voting is “now 
underway in 48 states, including Tennessee just today, and we noted long lines there after record-breaking 
turnout in Georgia and Texas already.” ABC’s Mary Bruce: “In Tennessee on the first day of early voting, the line 
stretchied] across this parking lot. Forty-eight states [are] now voting in person, smashing records across the 
country.” Ed O'Keefe said on the CBS Evening News = (10/14, story 7, 2:00, O'Donnell, 4.09M), “Nationwide, 
there are long lines and hours-long waits, as more than 14.9 million early voles are in, shattering records from 
2018. Nearly two million in Florida, about 1.2 million in Michigan, at least another million each in California and 
Texas, nearly 743,000 over the first Iwo days in Georgia.” Reuters (10/14, Oliphant) reporis that “more than 13 
million Americans have cast ballots, setting a record early pace, according to the U.S. Elections Project at the 
University of Florida.” According to Reuters, “In the last presidential election, some 1.4 million Americans had 
cast early votes as of Oct. 16, 2016." 

The Washington Post (10/14, Gardner, Viebeck, 14.2M)} reports, “So far, much of the early voting appears 
to be driven by heightened enthusiasm among Democrats. Of the roughly 3.5 million voiers who have cast 


ballots in six states that provide partisan breakdowns, registered Democrais outnumber Republicans by roughly 
2 to 1, according to a Washington Post analysis of data in Florida, lowa, Maine, Kentucky, North Carolina and 
Pennsylvania.” The Houston Chronicle (10/14, 730K) reporis, “More than a million Texans have already cast 
ballots after just the first day of early voling, and the state isn’t even finished counting the first day's numbers.” 
The Los Angeles Times (10/14, 4.64M) reports that “more than 71 million Californians have returned their mail-in 
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ballots, according to the state, an amount that dwarfs the number submitted at this point four years ago. This 
marks the most ballots collected by mail at this point in any California election.” 

USA Today (10/14, Hughes, 10.31M) reporis that the President's “growing call for an ‘army’ of supporters to 
‘monitor’ voting has raised concerns during an already vilriolic presidential election campaign about voter 
intimidation and suppression of minority groups.” The Washington Post (10/14, Ryan, 14.2M) reporis military 
leaders are also facing “renewed challenges in their attempt fo steer clear of divisive election politics. ... Trump 
has declined to commit to conceding power if he loses, fueling speculation about a disputed outcome and the 
potential for him to reach for the military as part of an attempt to clinch another term.” 

Judge Extends Virginia Voter Registration Deadline After System Outage. The New York 
Times (10/14, Thrush, 18.61M) reports a federal judge “has extended the voter registration deadline in Virginia 
until 11:59 o.m. on Thursday, after a cul cable on Tuesday brought down the online system hours before the 
original deadline.” The Washington Post (10/14, Olivo, 14.2M) reports the ruling came “in response fo a lawsuit 
filed by voter advocacy groups, which argued that Tuesday’s disruption affected thousands, with a 
disproportionate impact on racial and ethnic minorities and younger voters.” 

Amazon Event, Holiday Shopping Add To Strain On USPS As if Nandies Sallots. The 
Washington Post (10/14, Bogage, Bhattarai, 14.2M) reports, “With millions of mailed ballots already pouring in, 
early holiday shopping and mega retail events like Amazon's Prime Days threaten to expose vulnerabilities 
inside the nation’s mail service, which already is dragging from skyrocketing package volumes.” The “resulting 
spike in packages” from the Amazon event “runs up against the Nov. 3 election, adding a new stressor on the 
U.S. Postal Service as it struggles to reverse service slowdowns that experts and postal workers say could 
ensnare ballots.” The AP (10/14, Samuels) reports the US Postal Service “agreed Wednesday to reverse 
changes that slowed mail service nationwide, settling a lawsuit filed by Montana Gov. Steve Bullock during a 
pandemic that is expected to force many more people to vole by mail.” 
crooked deal. It’s a rigged deal. You see it every day. New ballots are coming out that are thrown in garbage 
cans with the name ‘Trump’ on it.” White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said on WRVA-AM 
Richmond, VA (10/14), “Just in the past week, we learned that 100,000 ballots went out in New York, 700,000 
that were faulty, and so what their solution was, was to put 100,000 more into the mix. So you have at least 
100,000 ballots in excess floating around in New York. ... There are real problems here, and the President is 
right fo put a lens on this.” 


NBC Nightly News = (10/14, story 12, 2:55, Holt, 5.56M) ran a report on the process for verifying 


authenticity of by-mail ballots. 

Members Of Conservative Group Lauded Lower Turnout, Called Mail-in Voting “Left-Wing.” 
The Washington Post (10/14, 14.2M)} reports on an August event organized by the Council for National Palicy, “a 
little-known group that has served for decades as a hub for a nationwide network of conservative activists and 
the donors who support them,” at which Turning Point USA’s Charlie Kirk said pandemic-related closings of 
college campuses meant “that up to a half-million left-leaning students probably would nat vote.” Kirk said, “So, 
please keep the campuses closed. Like, its a great thing.” At another meeting of the group, Public interest Legal 
Foundation President J. Christian Adams “described mail-in voting as ‘the number one lefi-wing agenda.” 
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Trump And Biden To Appear In “Dueling Town Halls” On Different Networks Thursday 
Night. 


The AP (10/14, Bauder) reports that NBC has agreed to put President Trump “before voters in a town hall event 
on Thursday.” The AP says that “sets up dueling town halls...on a night the two candidates were supposed to 

meet for their second debate.” Joe Biden is “appearing on a similar town hall event in Philadelphia, televised by 
ABC.” Weilia Jiang said on the CBS Evening News = (10/14, story 4, 0:20, O'Donnell, 4.09M), “Tomorrow night, 


the presidential candidates will hold dueling town halls after their second debate was scrapped over concerns 
=| (10/14, story 4, 0:20, Muir, 6.83M) 
and NBC Nightly News = (10/14, story 3, 0:35, Holt, 5.56M) also briefly reported on the town hails. 
According to the New York Times (10/14, Grynbaum, 18.61M), “Journalists inside NBC and MSNBC were 
taken aback at the network’s decision to air the event opposite an already scheduled ABC forum...meaning 


Americans can’t watch both candidates live.” The Times says it is “unclear if the Trump campaign would have 
accommodated a request by NBC to move the event to a different day.” The Times adds that Trump is “trailing in 
many national polls and is eager for opportunities to make his case to a sizable audience.” The Daily Caller 
(10/14, 776K) similarly reports that “multiple people at NBC News, MSNBC and CNBC are reportedly angry over 
NBC’s decision to host a town hail” for Trump. 


NYTimes Examines Trump’s Latino Support. 


The New York Times (10/14, Medina, 18.61M) reports that “one of the most enduring questions” of President 
Trump’s appeal is, “Who are the nearly 30 percent of Hispanic voters who say they support him, despite his anti- 
immigration rhetoric and policies?” According to the Times, “There is no one simple answer. Mr. Trump has 
strong backing from Cuban and Venezuelan exiles in South Florida, who like his stance against communism. 
And his campaign has heavily courted evangelical Latinos throughout the country. But no other group worries 
Democrats more than American-born Hispanic men, particularly those under the age 45, who polls show are 
highly skeptical of’ Joe Biden. 


Pence Campaigns In Michigan. 


MLive (MI) (10/14, 925K} reports Vice President Pence “urged Michigan voters to casi a ballot before Election 
Day during a campaign visit to Kent County.” Pence spoke to “several hundred supporters packed into a parking 
lot at Lacks Enterprises, a West Michigan auto parts manufacturer, on a chilly Wednesday afiernoon.” He said, 
“in the next 20 days, or on Election Day, | need you to vote, Michigan.” 


Biden, DNC Raised $383M In September. 


Politico (10/14, Schneider, 4.29M) reports, “Joe Biden announced Wednesday evening that his campaign and 
affiliated committees raised $383 million in Septernber, breaking a record he had just set the prior month as his 
campaign continues to ride a surge of online donations.” Biden, the Democratic National Commitiee, and their 
joint fundraising committees “started the final 34 days of the campaign with $432 million in the bank.” The New 
York Times (10/14, Goldmacher, Shorey, 18.61M)} reports thai last summer, Biden’s “online fund-raising had 
slowed to such a trickle that his team basically had to shut down its digital advertising program. ... The campaign 
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bottomed out in early September 2019 when Mr. Biden raised just $24,124.17 online in a day.” By contrast, “on 
one recent day, Mr. Biden was raising more than that every two minutes.” 


Biden Highlights Catholic Faith In Campaign’s Final Stretch. 


The Washington Post (10/14, Viser, 14.2M)} looks at how Joe Biden is highlighting his Roman Catholic faith in the 
final stretch of the presidential campaign, reporting that “several recent TV ads from Biden's campaign show him 
standing with Pope Francis or huddled with a Jesuit priest. He’s reading from a pulpit, bowing his head in prayer, 
or standing solemnly in front of a church’s stained-glass window.” The strategy “comes as President Trump and 
his allies have sought to portray Democrats as anti-Catholic, seizing on pasi criticism from some Democratic 
senators of the conservative Catholic teachings embraced by Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett.” 


Kelly Has 11-Point Lead In Arizona Senate Poll. 


A Reuters/lpsos poll of 667 likely Arizona voters (10/7-10/14) has Mark Kelly (BD) at 52% and Sen. Martha 
McSally (R-AZ) at 41% in the state’s Senate race. 


Polls Show Tight Races For Both Georgia Senate Seats. 


A Quinnipiac University poll of 1,040 likely Georgia voters (10/8-10/12) has Jon Ossoff (D) at 51% and Sen. 
David Perdue (R-GA) at 45% in the state’s Senate race. In the special Senate election, Raphael Warnock (D) is 
at 41%, Rep. Doug Collins (R-GA) 22%, Sen. Kelly Loeffler (R-GA} 20%, Matt Lieberman (D) 5%, and Ed Tarver 
(D) 2%. A SurveyUSA poll of 677 likely Georgia voters (10/8-10/12) has Perdue at 46% and Ossoff at 43%: in 
the special election, Warnock is ai 30%, Loeffler 26%, Collins 20%, Lieberman 8%, and Tarver 3%. 

Collins Hits Loeffler On Steck Transactions in New Ad. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (10/14, 
895K) reports Collins “unleashed one of his most scathing TV attacks yet” on Loeffler with an ad that portrays her 
“as a greedy insider who used her public office to boost her financial bottom line. The ad released Wednesday 
targets stock transactions that came under intense scrutiny after a large number of stocks that Loeffler or her 
husband owned were sold off shortly after she attended a senators-only coronavirus briefing” in January. 

Loeffler To Campaign With GAt4’s Greene. The AP (10/14) reports Loeffler will campaign Thursday 
with GA14 GOP nominee Marjorie Taylor Greene, “who has peddled in racist tropes and baseless QAnon 
conspiracy theories. The two are scheduled io appear together in Dallas, Georgia, in the northwest suburbs of 
Allanta.” 


AP Profile: McGrath Faces “Strong Headwinds” In Kentucky Senate Run. 


The AP (10/14, Schreiner) runs a feature on Amy McGrath (D) in her bid for Senate in Kentucky, writing that “the 
retired Marine combat pilot will have to overcome strong headwinds to deny” Senate Majority Leader McConnell 
“a seventh term. While many Republican Senate candidates are scrambling to distance themselves” from the 
Presideni, McConnell “appears to be benefiting from his key role in executing the president's agenda. McGrath, 
meanwhile, has labored to distance herself from the liberal wing of her pariy, a formidable challenge in a state 
where the Republican brand remains strong ~— especially with frequent reminders from McConnell.” 


Espy Says Hyde-Smith “Disrespecting” Mississippi Voters By Refusing To Debate. 
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The AP (160/14) reports Mississippi Senate candidate Mike Espy (D) criticized Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS) on 
Wednesday for refusing to debate. Espy “said the incumbent senator is depriving Mississippi voters of a chance 
to make a direct comparison between them on issues.” Espy said, “The people of Mississippi ~ she’s 
disrespecting them. ... She’s taking this for granted.” 


Bullock Has Two-Point Lead In Montana Senate Poll. 


A Montana State University mail-in poll of 1,787 registered Montana voters (9/14-10/2) has Gov. Steve Bullock 
(D) at 49% and Sen. Steve Daines (R-MT) at 47% in the siate’s Senate race. The AP (10/14, Hanson} reports, 
“Political groups fighting for control of the U.S. Senate have poured more than $118 million” into the race, “a 
record shattering figure for the sparsely-populaied state that dwarfs spending on a per-voter basis in all other 
Senate battleground states.” 


Shaheen Leads By 15 Points In New Hampshire Senate Poll. 


A Suffolk University poll of 500 likely New Hampshire voters (10/8-10/12) has Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) at 
51%, Corky Messner (R) 36%, and Libertarian Justin O'Donnell 2% in the state’s Senate race. 


Cunningham Leads In Two North Carolina Senate Polls. 


A New York Times/Siena College poil of 627 likely North Carolina voters (10/9-10/13) has Cal Cunningham (D) 
at 41% and Sen. Thom Tillis (R-GA) at 37% in the state’s Senate race. A Susquehanna Polling and Research 
poll of S00 likely North Carolina voters (10/7-10/11) has Cunningham ai 46% and Tillis at 44%. The Washington 
Post (10/14, Wagner, Sonmez, 14.2M) reports the polls were conducted after Cunningham “apologized for 
romantic texts sent in the surnmer to a woman who is not his wife.” 


Graham Raised $28M In Q3, A Record For A GOP Senate Candidate. 


The AP (10/14, Kinnard) reports Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC} “has set a fundraising record for Republican 
Senate candidates, bringing in $28 million in the third quarter of a reelection battle that is swiftly becoming 
among the more expensive in the country — and his toughest to date. ... The haul comes as Graham takes a turn 
in the national spotlight where, as Senate Judiciary Committee chairman, he presides over the confirmation 
hearings” of Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett. It also comes “on the heels of Graham's opponent, 
Democrat Jaime Harrison, raising $57 million in the third quarter, the most ever raised in such a time period by 
any U.S. Senate candidate, ai any time.” The Daily Caller (10/14, 716K) reports, “Graham has repeatedly asked 
Fox News viewers for contributions while appearing on the network. ‘Help me,’ Graham said in September, 
according to The Hill. ‘They're killing me, moneywise. Help me. You helped me last week. Help me again.” 

Frank Bruni writes in his New York Times (10/14, 18.61M)} column, “No victory would rebut Trump's vision of 
America as emphatically and powerfully as Harrison’s would.” Graham “once railed that the way to make 
America great again was to ‘tell Donald Trump to go to hell.’ Now he’s Trump’s adoring golf buddy. Does that 
mean Graham is a fairway-weather friend? It certainly means that his convictions have ail the weight of whipped 
cream.” 


DCCC Launches “Seven-Figure Ad Campaign” Targeting Latinos In Battlegrounds. 
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The Hill (40/14, Bernal, 2.98M)} reports the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee has announced “a 
seven-figure ad campaign targeting Hispanic voters in battleground disiricts throughout the country. The digital, 
print and radio ads seek to promote mail voting and to support candidates in tough races” in California, Florida, 
New Mexico, and Texas. 


Gianforte Has Five-Point Lead In Montana Gubernatorial Poll. 


A Montana State University mail-in poll of 1,787 registered Montana voters (9/14-10/2) has Rep. Greg Gianforte 
(R-MT) at 47% and Lt. Gov. Mike Cooney (DB) at 42% in the state’s gubernatorial race. 


Sununu Up By 24 Points In New Hampshire Gubernatorial Poll. 


A Suffolk University poll of 500 likely New Hampshire voters (10/8-10/12) has Gov. Chris Sununu (R) at 55%, 
Dan Feltes (D) 31%, and Libertarian Darryl Perry 4% in the state’s gubernatorial race. 


Cooper Leads By 14 Points In North Carolina Gubernatorial Poll. 


A New York Times/Siena College poll of 627 likely North Carolina voters (10/9-10/13) has Gov. Roy Cooper (D) 
at 51% and Lt. Gov. Dan Forest (R} at 37% in the state’s gubernatorial race. 


WSJournal Urges Californians To Reject Proposition 15. 


In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (10/14, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) urges Californians to reject 
Proposition 15, which it says would enact the state’s largest-ever tax increase by abolishing protections on 
property taxes enacted in 1978. 


Copyright 2020 by Bulletin intelligence LLCO Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, sacial-media platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin Intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media plaiforrns, including but 
nat limited to Facehook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to the respective platform’s terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NIH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at BullstinIntelligence.com, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 


GADB0000002253 


From: Bulletin Intelligence [HHS@Bulletinintelligence.com] 

Sent: 7/28/2020 11:33:32 AM 

To: Hail, Bill (HHS/ASPA) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfcfc3cfebe2406793416ead1ed9fa78-bill.hall.o]; Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d317f5626934585b3692a1823c1b522-mylesr] 

Subject: NIH News Briefing for Tuesday, July 28, 2020 

Attachments: NiHNewsBriefing200728.doc 


Click to access online version optimized for diferent moblie platforms, audie version, and fully searchable archives of NIM 
News Sriefings. 


GADB0000002544 


FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 
OATE: TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020 7:20 AM EDT 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIH News 


« Experimental COVID-19 Vaccine Is Put To Its Biggest Test. 


* Trump Seeks Political Shot In The Arm In Vaccine Push. 
* More Die Or In Hospital In Georgia As Vaccine Trial Siaris. 
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° NIH Director: Hope For A Coronavirus Vaccine By The End Of 2020. 

*Fauct: Some Messages From Trump’s COVID-19 Task Force Don’t Match Reports From ‘The Trenches’. 
° Peter Navarro On lf He Regrets Writing Blistering Op-Ed Tearing into Fauci: ‘We're All Part Of The Tear’. 
« Kaepernick, Fauci To Receive Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award. 

° Dr. Anthony Fauci First-Pitch Baseball Card Breaks Topps Record For Sales In Just 24 Hours. 

« Marlins’ Coronavirus Outbreak Won't Derail MLB’s Just-Opened Season — At Least Not Yet. 

* Sinclair Pulls Controversial Show About Coronavirus. 

* Trump National Security Adviser O’Brien Tests Positive For Coronavirus. He’s The Highest-Ranking 
Administration Official Known To Be Infected. 

* Trump Announced, Then Canceled, A Yankees Piich. Both Came As A Surprise. 

* Biden Urges Vaccine Process Free From ‘Political Pressure’. 

° As Coronavirus Threatened Invasion, A New ‘Red Dawn’ Team Tried To Save America. 

* Government Predicted, But Failed To Address, Racial Disparities In Global Pandemic: Ex-Officials. 
® NFL And lis Players Head To Training Camp Ready To Tackle Life In A Pandemic. 

« Sinclair Pulls The Plug On Anti-Fauci Propaganda. 

* America’s Faucian Bargain. 

« Editorial: Threats Against Dr. Anthony Fauci Reveal A Big Problem In The COVID Fight. 

° Navarro Laments The ‘Politicization’ Of Coronavirus As He Does Just That. 

* Sinclair Pulls Plug On Segment Pushing Conspiracy Theory On Fauci. 

* Trump Cancels Yankee Opening Pitch He Was Never Even Invited To. Officials Tell The New York Times He 
Made Remarks Over Jealousy Of Fauci. 

* Senate GOP Relief Plan Seeks To Reduce Unemployment Aid To $200 Per Week. 

¢ Drop In Hip Fracture Risk Tied To Lifestyle Factors. 

*Low-Value Virus Research Clogging Federal Database, Study Says. 

* Little Difference In Hyperthyroidism Therapies’ Cancer Risk. 

« Genetic Differences By Ancestry And Prostate Cancer Therapies. 

° NIH Study Demonstrates Safety Of Kidney Transplaniation Between HiV+ Donors, Recipients. 

« Fiu And Pneumonia Vaccines Linked To Reduced Risk Of Alzheimer’s. 

* CCC719, Other Registries Help Define COVID-19/Cancer Landscape. 

«The US. Has More COVID-19 Testing Than Most. So Why Is It Falling So Short? 

* St. Vinceni’s Could Be Part Of Covid-19 Vaccine Trial. 

* Pollution is Killing Black Americans. This Community Fought Back. 

«We Need An Independent Public Health Agency. 

* Malvern Antibiotics Developer Venatorx Lands NIH Contract Worth As Much As $44M. 


Health & Medical News 

* Texas Adds 675 COVID-19 Deaths After Changing Reporting Basis. 

* Florida Sees Surge in COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations Among Children. 

* Experts Say Too Many COVID-19 Cases Are Occurring For Public Health Departments To Use Testing, 
Contact Tracing Effectively. 

* Novavax Enlists Fujifilm To Produce Drug Substance For Its COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate. 


GADB0000002544 


* Senate GOP Proposed An Additional $25B in COVID-19 Stimulus Relief For Hospitals. 

* As Congress Mulls Second Round Of Stimulus Payments To Consumers, IRS Has Yet To Work Out All 
Glitches With The First Round. 

« Senate GOP's COVID-19 Relief Proposal Could Set Up Another Fight Over Healthcare Funding. 

° Senate GOP’s COVID-19 Stimulus Proposal includes $1.75B For New FBI Headquarters. 

« Commentary Says GOP’s COVID-19 Stimulus Proposal Is Evidence Of Trump’s Poor Negotiating Skills. 

* Public Health Officials Allempt To Find Path To More Permanently Reduce Coronavirus Transmission Rates. 
* California’s Attorney General, Regulators Investigating Amazon’s Actions To Protect Worker Heath During 
Pandemic. 

* NPR Finds More Than 100 Dietary Supplemenis Sold On Amazon Hlegaily Marketed As Antiviral Treaiments. 
* Navajo Nation Records 21 More COVID-19 Cases, Two New Fatalities. 

e NYTimes Highlights Three Transit Workers In NYC Impacted By Coronavirus. 

* Hair Loss Emerges As Consequence Of Coronavirus Infection. 

e North Carolina Reports 1,625 New Coronavirus Cases, Five Deaths. 

« Michigan Records Nearly 500 New Coronavirus Cases, Five More Fatalities. 

* Nevada Sees Almost 1,000 New Coronavirus Cases, Five More Fatalities. 

« {llinois Sees Sith Consecutive Day With Over 1,000 New COVID-19 Cases. 

° Connecticut’s Coronavirus Transmission Rate Rises Above One. 

* Pandemic Has Reportedly Changed Lives Of Many People in One Latino Neighborhood In Queens. 

* Analysis Finds COVID-19 Cases, Deaths In Long-Term Care Facilities In Coronavirus “Hot Spots” Are Rising. 
* Countries Which Saw Minimal COVID-19 Infections Earlier This Year Seeing New Highs In Daily Cases. 

* About 4,000 Federal Workers Reportedly Seeking Disability Compensation For Contracting Coronavirus At 
Work, 

* San Francisco Nursing Home With No COVID-19 Deaths Reportedly Had The “Right” Coronavirus Response, 
Safety Protocols. 

«Minnesota Officials Received Over 80 Complaints About People Not Complying With Mask Mandate Over The 
Weekend. 

« Concert In The Hamptons Draws Outrage, State Investigation After Video Shows Attendees Not Adhering To 
Public Health Precautions. 

« Latinos In California More Likely Than Other Demographic Groups In The State To Be “Very Worried” About 
Contracting Coronavirus. 

* Pinellas County Commission Urges Florida Governor To Help Secure Supply Of Remdesivir For Local 
Hospitals. 

* Tennessee Teachers Urge Governor To Implement Mask Mandate, Reconsider School Reopening. 

« Approximately Two-Thirds Of Public School Students In Connecticut Plan To Return To School, Survey Shows. 
¢ Military Medical Professionals Arrive To Assist Staff At Two Los Angeles County Hospitals. 

« Georgia Governor Withdraws Request For Hearing On Atlanta's Mask Mandate. 

* Nevada Governor Announces Plans To issue New Reopening Strategy. 

« Global Alliance Says COVID-19 Vaccine Should Cost No More Than $40 Per Shot. 

* EU COVID-19 Vaccine Talks With Pfizer, Other Companies Reportedly Stalling Over Price, Liability Issues. 

« Commentary Emphasizes Need For COVID-19 Vaccine Outreach Campaigns. 
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* Coronavirus Vaccines May Have Side Effects, Scientists Say. 

* Direct Cardiac Involvement In COVID-19 Could Lead To Long-Lasting Complications, Studies Find. 

* Biocad In Talks To Produce Potential COVID-19 Vaccine In China. 

« Emergent BioSolutions Signs $174 Million Agreement With AstraZeneca For Coronavirus Vaccine Candidate. 
° Pfizer, BioNTech To Begin Global Study Of Their Lead Coronavirus Vaccine Candidate. 

« Philippines Asks China For Access To lis Potential COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* SinoVac’s COVID-19 Vaccine Begins Phase 3 Thals In Brazil. 

* Columnist Says Vaccine Nationalism Complicates COVID-19 Vaccine Race. 

* Trump Criticizes Governors For Reopening Economies “Too Slowly” Amid Pandemic. 

* WPost Analysis: Allies, Opponents Agree Confronting Pandemic Will Help Trump Regain Political Footing. 
« Atlanta Mayor Criticizes Trump’s Push For Schools To Reopen. 

« Opinion Video: Other Countries Not impressed With US’ Coronavirus Response. 

* Senators Cail On Trump To Push States To Reopen Churches Or Face Coronavirus Aid Resirictions. 

® Poll Finds 79% Of Americans Support A National Mask Mandate Amid Rising Coronavirus Cases. 

« Louisville Hospital System Accuses Federal Government Of Steering COVID-19 Testing Supplies To Other 
States. 

«Krugman: Republicans’ Selfishness Is Killing US Amid Pandemic. 

°WPost: US Could See Normalcy By October If Persuasive Leadership Was Not Lacking. 

* Op-Ed: Mask Mandates Must Be Enforced In Order To Work. 

* CNN Analysis: GOP Senaiors In Difficult Reelection Races Realize Fate is Tied To Trump's Standing. 

* Archdiocese Of Cincinnati Releases Guidance For Schools To Reopen In Fall. 

* Michigan Rolls Out Inspections, Resources For High-Risk Businesses To Increase Compliance With 
Coronavirus Rules. 

* Tennessee Governor Says State Will Not Close Bars, Limit Restaurant Capacity Following Birx’s 
Recommendation. 

* Report Finds North Carolina Accumulated More Than $300M In Coronavirus-Related Costs During First Four 
Months Of Pandemic. 

«New Hampshire Education Officials Say Additional Federal Aid Needed To Respond To Pandemic. 

* South Dakota Governor Announces Training Program For Residenis Who Lost Jobs Due To Pandemic. 
« Pennsylvania Superintendents Urge State To Provide More Specifics, Help To Reopen Schools. 

* Arkansas Cites Music Festival For Violating Coronavirus Safety Rules. 

* Mississippi Health Officials Consider Opening Pop-Up Facilities As ICUs Fill With Coronavirus Patients. 
« Students In Jefferson City, Georgia To Resume In-Person Instruction Friday. 

* California Governor Asks State Legislature For $52M To Aid Coronavirus Response In Central Valley. 

« States Attempt To Keep Coronavirus Out By Enacting Restrictions On Visitors. 

¢ To Boost Tourism, Maine Republicans Want To Ease Restrictions On Eniry To State. 

« Despite Orders To Limit Crowds, Thousands Attend Minnesota Rodeo. 

* Gym Owners In New Jersey Arrested For Violating Governors Coronavirus Order. 

« Most Office Workers Have Not Returned To Workplace In Manhattan. 

° DC Mayor's Quarantine Orders Take Effect Monday. 

« Florida Judge Upholds Paim Beach County Ordinance Mandating Face Masks In Public Places. 
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e Some Researchers Believe Pooled Coronavirus Testing May Help Increase Capacily In Many States. 

* Op-Ed: America’s COVID-19 Response Failings Must Be Addressed In Order To Successfully Bring Vaccine To 
Bedside. 

+ Coronavirus-Associaied Hunger Leading To Death Of 10,000 More Children Each Month Over First Year Of 
Pandemic. 

« Disney World Delays Reopening Of Some Of Its Resort Hotels. 

* US Health insurers Want Policy Concerns Addressed Amid Push To Extend Telehealth Services Granted Amid 
Pandemic. 

* Colleges Rolling Out New Technology To Support Mostly Online Fall Semester. 

* Researchers, Companies Testing Al To Aid COVID-19 Diagnosis From Lung Images. 

«Employers Considering Asking Employees To Sign COVID-19 Liability Waivers, But Experts Say They Are 
Unenforceabie. 

« Lawmakers Introduce Bil To Keep Federal Communications Commission’s COVID-19 Telehealth Program 
Going. 

« Summer Camps Deciding Whether To Open, Go Virtual During Pandemic. 

* Companies Being Forced To Deal With High Cost Of Using More Cloud Computing Amid Pandemic. 

« Researchers Think Masks May Lessen Severity Of Coronavirus Symptoms, Possibly Stave Off Infection 
Entirely. 

*NYC Health Officials Trying To Improve Coronavirus Testing Wait Times. 

* US States Examining Their Own COVID-19 Indicators To Make Decisions On Re-Closing. 

*Las Vegas Health Officials Warn About Spike In Fentanyl Deaths. 

* FDA Clears Zebra Medical Vision’s Al Mammography Tool. 

¢ Nursing Homes Have Rarely Faced Penalties For Serious Misuses Of Antipsychotic Drugs, Report Says. 

* Michigan Officials Confirm State’s First Case Of Acute Flaccid Myelitis This Year. 

* Florida Reports First Locally Acquired Case of West Nile Virus Since 2078. 

* AstraZeneca To Buy Cancer Drug DS-1062 From Daiichi Sankyo In Up To $6B Deal. 

° Pharmaceutical Industry Re-Evaluating Dependence On China For Global Supply Chain. 

« Opinion: Racial Disparities In Medical Schools Must Be Addressed. 

* Pharma Lobbyists Refuse White House Meeting After Trurnp’s Order On Prices. 

«Trump Touts Florida Governor's Influence On Executive Orders Addressing Prescription Drug Costs. 

* California “Pay-For-Delay” Law Stays In Effect During Court Challenge. 

* Opinion: Trump Says Supreme Court’s DACA Ruling Gives Him Authority For Drug Price Controis. 


Global Health News 

« International Council of Nurses Says Health Workers Must Be Top Priority For Coronavirus Vaccine. 

° Travel Bans Cannot Stay In Place Indefinitely, Countries Must Do More To Contain Spread Of Coronavirus, 
WHO Says. 

« Europe’s Effort To Revive Tourism Industry Facing Turbulence Amid Increases In Coronavirus Infections. 

* Roughly 80,000 People Being Evacuated From Da Nang, Vieinam, After Local Outbreak Of Coronavirus. 

* WHO Raises Concern About Rising Number Of Coronavirus Cases In Bosnia. 

* Victoria, Australia Reports Highest Daily Increase In New Coronavirus Infections. 


GADB0000002544 


° Spike In Coronavirus Cases Threatens Efforis In Spain To Revive Tourism Industry. 

« Nicaraguan Physicians Being Fired For Speaking Up About Coronavirus. 

e Muslim Pilgrims Start Arriving In Mecca For Drastically Scaled-Down Haji. 

« China Reports Most Domestic Coronavirus Infections In Over Four Months. 

°e WHO Launches First Digital Health Worker To Convince Tobacco Users To Quit, Dismiss COVID-19 Myths. 
« UK Prime Minister Suggests Link Between His Weight, Susceptibility To COVID-19 As UK Launches Anti- 
Obesity Program. 


HHS in the News 

U.S. COVID-19 Deaths Rise For Third Consecutive Week, As Amount Of New Infections Falls By 2%, Analysis 
Finds. 

° Azar Says COVID-19 Cases Are “Plateauing” In Hot Spots Due To Use Of Masks, Social Distancing. 

« Azar, Gottlleeb Urge The Safe Reopening Of Schools. 

* Azar To Tour COVID-19 Testing Site In Dallas On Tuesday. 

* Commentary Opposes Rule Requiring Hospitals To Send Daily COVID-19 Data Directly To Trump 
Adminisiration, Rather Than CDC. 

* Pharmaceutical Executives Getting Multimillion-Dollar Compensation Packages Before Producing Working 
COVID-19 Treaimenis. 

° HHS Unveils More Details About Reporting Requiremenis For Providers Which Received COVID-19 Relief 
Funding. 

* Senate Republicans Introduce Proposal To Establish “Strike Teams” To Assist Nursing Horne Staff During 
Pandemic. 

* Health Authorities In California Looking For Signs That Efforts To Slow Spread Of Coronavirus Are Paying Off. 
« Rubin: Trump Advisers Still Unwilling To Admit Error, Adjust Coronavirus Handling. 

* Kentucky Governor Orders Bars Closed, Reduced Restaurant Capacity Amid Rising Coronavirus Cases. 

* Former CMS Acting Administrator Says US Can “Virtually Eliminate” COVID-79 With Six Step Pian. 

* Nursing Hornes Concerned About False Positive Results For COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Tests. 

* Trump Administration Agrees Noi To Expel Group Of Immigrant Children Detained In Texas Hotel. 

* Parents With Children In ICE Custody Face Decision On Possible Family Separation Following Several Court 
Decisions. 

* HHS Awards $121M Contract To AirBoss For Air-Purifying Respirators To Strategic National Stockpile. 

° FDA Tells Court it Wants Temporary Block On Abortion Pill Rule Lifted. 

« FDA Releases New Era Of Smarter Food Safety Initiative. 

° FDA Says Agency Has Approved Almost 300 Manufacturing Changes To Shore Up Supply Chain. 

« FDA issues Another Warning Over Hand Sanitizers That May Contain Methanol. 

° US Vaccines Are Remarkably Safe Due To Ongoing Safety Surveillance, Review Says. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
* Late Night Political Humor. 
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National News 


* Politico Report: White House Aides Struggle To Revise List Of Potential SCOTUS Nominees. 
* Trump Says Twitter’s “Trending” Tweet Listing Is legal. 

* Trump Greets Marine Veteran At End Of His 300-Mile Fundraising Walk. 

« Commerce Depariment Enlists FCC In “Tech Crackdown.” 

«EPA IG investigating Rollback Of Auto Emissions Standards. 

° Lewis Lies In State At Capitol: Trump Says He Will Not Pay Respects. 

« NBC News/Marist Poll: Biden Leads Trump 51%-44% In North Carolina. 

* The Atlantic’s Nicholas Lists Six Reasons Why Trump Could Win Reelection. 

« Biden Turns Down Interview With Fox’s Wallace. 

° Tlaib Says She Will Not Formally Endorse Biden. 

« Politico Report: Dissatisfaction With Other VP Candidates Behind Biden's Interest In Susan Rice. 
* Lincoin Project’s Schmidt Reporiedly Sought Campaign Job With Trump In 2016. 

* Perdue Campaign Ad Enlarged Jewish Rival’s Nose. 

* NYTimes Analysis: Montana Is “Test Case For Democrats’ Winning The Senate.” 

e Omar Faces Competitive MN5 Primary Race. 


Experimental COVID-19 Vaccine Is Put To Its Biggest Test. 


The AP (7/27, Neergaard, Hill, Noveck) reports that “the biggest test yet of an experimenial COVID-19 vaccine 
got underway Monday with the first of some 30,000 Americans roiling up their sleeves to receive shots created 
by the US government as part of the all-out global race to stop the outbreak.” The article says “final-stage testing 
of the vaccine, developed by the National Institutes of Health and Moderna inc., began with volunteers at 
numerous sites around the US given either a real dose or a dummy without being told which.” 

Additional Sources. Reuters (7/27, Maddipatla, Banerjee, Chander, O'Donnell, Stewart) reports that 
Pfizer has also launched a 30,000-subject trial of its COVID-19 vaccine. The piece adds, “Pfizer has an 


agreement to sell vaccines for 50 million people to the U.S. government for around $2 billion, if the vaccine is 
effective.” 
in a separate article, Reuters (7/27, Maddipatia, O'Donnell} reports NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins said in a 


release announcing the start of Moderna’s Phase 3 trial, “Having a safe and effective vaccine distribuied by the 

end of 2020 is a stretch goal, but it’s the right goal for the American people.” The piece says the trial is “the first 

such late-stage study under the Trump administration’s program to speed development of measures against the 
novel coronavirus, adding to hope that an effective vaccine will help end the pandernic.” 

The New York Times (7/27, Grady, 18.61M) reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci has “estimated that 
the full enrollment of 30,000 people in the Moderna trial would be completed by the end of ihe summer, and thai 
resulis might be available by November.” The Times adds that Collins “said the U.S. government was reaching 
out to groups hit hardest by Covid ~ older people, those with chronic diseases, Blacks, Latinx and Native 
Americans — to encourage them io participate in the study.” Collins “said that the pandemic had put health 
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disparities into ‘sharp relief and that extra efforis were needed to gain the trust of people in those groups who 
might be reluctant to sign up for a medical experiment.” 

The Washington Post (7/27, Johnson, 14.2M} quotes Fauci as saying, “We are participating today in the 
launching of a truly historic event in the history of vaccinology.” He “predicted that researchers would probably be 
able to tell whether the Moderna vaccine was effective by November or December, allhough he explained that if 
was a ‘distinct possibility’ an answer could come sooner.” Meanwhile, Collins said, “This is going to be a big 
American opportunity for people to come onboard as our partners, to take part in what is a historic effort to bring 
to an end what has been the worst pandemic our world has seen in over 100 years.” 

(7/27, lead story, 3:25, O'Donnell, 4.46M) referred to the trials as 
“a huge leap forward in the development of a vaccine,” and showed Collins saying, “This is a very significant 


milestone. ... This is the first of several vaccines that are going to be coming along quite quickly. So people are 
going to be hearing a lot about this.” 

ABC World News Tonight = (7/27, story 2, 1:15, Muir, 7.11M) showed Collins saying to the volunteers, 
“You're contributing to the kind of scientific advance that might ultimately save hundreds of thousands, maybe 
millions of lives.” 


NBC Nightly News = (7/27, lead story, 2:55, Holt, 6.32M) reported in its lead story that “there is growing 
reason to hope tonight that medicine can soon do what all those changes in human behavior seemingly can’t: 
prevent COVID infections. ... What once seemed so far away may now be in sight as our current best defense 
from the virus, social distancing, seems to be crumbling against a wail of denial.” 

CNBC (7/27, Lovelace, 3.62M) reports that Fauci “said Monday he ts ‘not particularly concerned’ about the 
safety risk of a potential coronavirus vaccine by Moderna, despite the fact that it uses new technology to fight the 
virus.” According to CNBC, Maderna’s vaccine candidate “uses messenger ribonucleic acid, or MRNA 
molecules, to provoke an immune response to fight the virus,” and “while early studies show promise, mRNA 
technology has never been used to make a successful vaccine before.” 

CNBC (7/27, Lovelace, Feuer, 3.62M) reports in a separate article that Moderna shares “rose nearly 6% on 
Monday after the biotech cormpany announced it received an additional $472 million from the U.S. government to 
support the development of its potential coronavirus vaccine.” Moderna CEO Stephane Bancel indicated Monday 
that “the results from Moderna’s late-stage trial could be released as soon as Oclober.” 

CNN (7/27, Howard, Cohen, 83.16M) reporis that Dawn Baker, a news anchor at CNN affillate WTOC in 
Savannah, Georgia, on Monday “made history” after she “became the first volunteer to receive an injection in the 
first Phase 3 clinical trial of a coronavirus vaccine in the United States.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are the Wall Street Journal (7/27, Loftus, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M), Forbes (7/27, Beer, 9.71M), a separate piece in the AP (7/27, Neergaard, Hil), Bloomberg 


(7/27, Flanagan, Langreth, 4.73M), The Hill (7/27, 2.98M), Bloomberg Law (7/27, Livesey, Fabian, Subscription 
Publication, 4K), USA Today (7/27, Weintraub, 10.31M), The Hill (7/27, Budryk, 2.98M)}, NPR (7/27, Palca, 
3.12M), the Financial Times (7/27, Kuchler, Subscription Publication, 1.34M), TIME (7/27, Park, 18.47M), ABC 
News (7/27, Mitropaulos, 2.97M), NBC News (7/27, Edwards, 9.14M), CNN (7/27, Cohen, Bonifield, Gumbrecht, 
83.16M), Fox News (7/27, Halon, 27.59M), a separate Fox News (7/27, Rivas, 27.59M} piece, Fox Business 
(7/27, Fordham, 1.73M), the Washington Times (7/27, Neergaard, 492K), CQ Roll Call (7/27, Siddons, 154K), 
the Daily Caller (7/27, Trunsky, 716K), U.S. News & World Report (7/27, Smith, 2.4M), the Washington Examiner 
(7/27, Morrison, 448K), the New York Post (7/27, Woods, 4.57M), the Boston Herald (7/27, Cohan, 410K}, the 
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Inquirer (PA) (7/27, McCullough, 3474), the Springfield (MA) Republican (7/27, Bonner, 395K), BioCentury (7/27, 
Eaton, Subscription Publication), Healio (7/27, Dreisbach, 28K), MedCity News (7/27, DeArment}, Cancer 


Therapy Advisor (7/27, Ernst, 15K), and Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News (7/27, 189K}. 


Trump Seeks Political Shot In The Arm In Vaccine Push. 


The AP (7/27, Miller, Freking, Lemire) reports President Trump's coronavirus pandemic handling “put his political 
fate in grave jeopardy,” but he is now “hoping to get credit for his administration’s aggressive push for a vaccine 
~ and crossing his fingers that one geis approved before Election Day.” Trump and Vice President Pence “visited 
vaccine development sites on Monday, marking the beginning of the largest COVID-19 vaccine research trial 
yet.” Administration health experts have dismissed concerns about the approval process for a vaccine candidate, 
and FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn said, “We must maintain confidence of the American people in the 
scientific process.” Hahn joined the Vice President “in Miami to highlight the beginning of Phase 3 testing of a 
different vaccine candidate developed by the National Institutes of Health and Moderna Inc., which began its first 
injections Monday.” 

Additional Sources. Reuters (7/27, Alper) reports Trump “wore a mask and talked up the possibility of a 
coronavirus vaccine by the end of the year on Monday as he looked to show voters in the battleground state of 


North Carolina that he is responding to the pandemic.” Trump said, “| heard very positive things, but by the end 
of the year, we think we're in very good shape to be doing that.” 

The Daily Caller (7/27, Datoc, 716K} reports Trump “announced significant developmenis for coronavirus 
vaccine candidates produced by blopharmaceutical companies Moderna and Pfizer.” On Monday, Trump “tald 
reporters...that Moderna’s candidate had already begun Phase 3 irials ~- conducted under the government's 
Operation Warp Speed initiative — and noted that ‘there’s never been anything like this in terms of speed, nothing 
even close.” Trump “added that Pfizer, which just landed a Warp Speed contract worth nearly $2 billion, plans to 
begin Phase 3 trials for its vaccine candidate later this week.” 

Fox Business (7/27, Best, 1.73M) reports that while touring North Carolina’s Fujifilm Diosynth 
Biotechnologies’ plant, Trump also said, “Four additional promising candidates are expected to enter final trials in 
the coming weeks, including the Novavax vaccine being developed right here at this facility.” Fox Business notes 
that on Monday, NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins said, “Having a safe and effective vaccine distributed by the end 
of 2020 is a stretch goal, but it’s the right goal for the American people. ... The launch of this Phase 3 trial in 
record time while maintaining the most stringent safety measures demonstrates American ingenuity at its best 
and what can be done when stakeholders come together with unassailable objectivity toward a common goal.” 

The Hill (7/27, Samuels, 2.98M} reporis NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “and other public health officials 
have cautioned that a successful vaccine may not be widely available until several months into 2021.” 

The New York Post (7/27, Bowden, 4.57M) reports that during the visit, Trump also said, “We've shaved 
years off of the time that it lakes to develop a vaccine — in some cases, many years — and we've done it while 
maintaining the FDA gold standard for safety.” 

The New York Daily News (7/27, Sommerfeldi, 2.52M) and the Washington Times (7/27, Howell, 492K) also 
report on the story. 

HHS Awards Texas A&M University System $265M To Expand Coronavirus Vaccine 
Manufacturing. The Austin (TX) American Statesman (7/27, Korte, Subscription Publication, 343K) reports, 
“The federal government will spend $265 million to prepare a manufacturing center at the Texas A&M University 
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System io mass-produce a COVID-19 vaccine candidate when clinical trials are complete and approval is 
granted from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, system officials said Monday.” The new order “will reserve 
production capacity at the Texas A&M University System Center for Innovation in Advanced Development and 
Manufacturing, near the main Texas A&M Universily campus in College Station.” The federal government is 
reserving the center “through the end of 2021 to produce the vaccine candidate from Novavax Inc., which earlier 
this month received $1.6 billion to complete late-stage clinical development of the vaccine, NVX-CoV2373.” 

Bloomberg Law (7/27, Shankar, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports Trump “says the Health and Human 
Services Dept has awarded $265m to Fujifilm and Texas A&M University to work on the development and 
manufacture of a potential Covid-19 vaccine.” 

CNBC (7/27, Feuer, Kim, 3.62M) reports Trump said, “Today, 'm proud to announce that HHS has just 
signed a $265 million contract with the Fujifilm Texas A&M Innovation Center, which is quite the place, to 
dramatically expand their vaccine manufacturing capacity.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said in a statement, “To 
ensure we have the needed capacity, we are engaging domestic centers for advanced manufacturing that HHS 
has helped build in recent years. ... Securing more manufacturing capacity here in America will help get a 
vaccine to Americans without a day wasted and prepare our nation for fulure emergencies.” 

The Dallas Morning News (7/27, McGaughy, 946K) reporis, “The facility is owned by Fujifilm Diosynth 
Biotechnologies Texas, and the company will use it to manufacture a vaccine candidate frorn the company 
Novavax.” In addition, the new order, “part of the government's Operation Warp Speed plan,” will “finance new 
equipment and renovations for the center that will help the facility’s capacity for the coronavirus pandemic and for 
future emergencies.” 

The Texas Tribune (7/27, Platoff, 23K) reports the FDA “approves less than 10% of drugs that undergo 
clinical trials for public use.” 

The Houston Chronicle (7/27, Ackerman, 730K) also reporis on the story. 


More Die Or In Hospital In Georgia As Vaccine Trial Starts. 


The AP (7/27, Amy) reports, “Georgia continued to stagger under a heavy load of COVID-19 cases Monday amid 
one ray of hope — a broad test of an experimental vaccine for the illness that began with the first of 30,000 
nationwide injections being given in Savannah.” Fatalities “continued to trend up statewide, while the number of 
confirmed patients in hospitals statewide rose enough to wipe out what had been five days of declining 
hospitalizations.” The amount “of cases being reported each day remains elevated, but has shown signs of 
plateauing in recent days after spiraling upward since early June.” Meanwhile, “the vaccine test will examine the 
safety and effectiveness of a remedy developed by the National institutes of Health and Moderna Inc.” NIH 
Director Francis Collins said about the vaccine trial, “This is a significant milestone.” 


NIH Director: Hope For A Coronavirus Vaccine By The End Of 2020. 


U.S. News & World Report (7/27, Lemmons, Morelia, 2.4M) says NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins stated, “I think 
if we can hang in there and try to save as many lives as possible by good public health measures and good 
medical care, we should by the end of this calendar year have a very good chance of having vaccines that can 
start to be distributed fo the most vulnerable people.” The piece quotes Collins extensively discussing progress 
on developing a coronavirus vaccine and how much scientists have accelerated the process. 
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Fauci: Some Messages From Trump’s COVID-19 Task Force Don’t Match Reports From ‘The 
Trenches’. 


ABC News (7/27, Dukakis, Folmer and Margolin, 2.97M) reports that as the coronavirus pandemic surges in the 
US, “the Trump administration's task force...continues to relay some oplimistic messages in its meetings.” 
However, according to NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, “those claims do not always match the reports he 
receives from the front lines of the crisis.” ABC News adds, “During an in-depth interview that will air Tuesday 
night on ABC News...Fauci was pressed to explain why...the U.S. government is still struggling to provide 
adequate testing for Americans and sufficient personal protective gear for essential workers.” Fauci responded, 
“We keep hearing when we go to these task force meetings that these [issues] are being corrected. ... But yet 
when you go into the trenches, you still hear about that.” 

Additional Sources. The Hill (7/27, Weixel, 2.98M) reports that during the interview, Fauci “says some of 
the initial problems the country faced with the medical supply chain were due to reliance on materials that were 


not made in the U.S.” Furthermore, Fauci “admitted that supply chain problems were exacerbated by early 
mistakes by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).” 

Newsweek (7/27, Lernon, 1.53M) reports, “Fauci said that he ‘cannot explain’ the problem and that he does 
not have a ‘good answer.” Furthermore, Fauci “pointed out that ‘many of the things that we needed were not 
produced in the United States,’ which was a major part of the problem in the pandemic’s early days.” 

The Washington Examiner (7/27, Halaschak, 448K) also reports on the story. 


Peter Navarro On If He Regrets Writing Blistering Op-Ed Tearing Into Fauci: ‘We’re All Part 
Of The Team’. 


Fox News (7/27, Kaplan, 27.59M) reports, “White House trade adviser Peter Navarro did not directly answer a 
question on Monday whether he regrets writing a blistering op-ed earlier this month in which he tore into Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, saying the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases director, who has been a leading 
voice on the coronavirus task force, has been ‘wrong about everything.” In the op-ed for USA Today, Navarro 
“complained Fauci was ‘flip-flopping on the use of masks” and “dinged Fauci for downplaying falling mortality 
rates, amid the debate over whether businesses should be allowed to reopen or stay shuttered.” 

Adaftional Sources. The Hill (7/27, Concha, 2.98M) reports when asked by “Fox & Friends” co-host 
Brian Kimeade if he regretted writing the op-ed, Navarro responded, “No. You know, the only thing | regret is Dr. 


Fauci's pitch the other day at Opening Day. | felt bad for him.” Navarro added, “But | always look forward and we 
are all part of the team and he actually tells people to wear the mask and my job is to get them made.” 

The New York Daily News (7/27, Goldiner, 2.52M) reports, “Navarro added that he would like to see Fauci 
get in line behind Trump’s management of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Politico (7/27, Forgey, 4.29M) reporis that in addition, Navarro “revealed he had not spoken with the doctor 
since USA Today published his column, titled ‘Anthony Fauci has been wrong about everything | have interacted 
with him on.” 

The Washington Examiner (7/27, Brest, 448K) also reporis on the story. 


Kaepernick, Fauci To Receive Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award. 
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The Hill (7/27, Folley, 2.98M) reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci and former NFL star Colin Kaepernick 
“are slated to be among this year’s recipients of the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Ripple of Hope Award.” 
The Hill adds, “The inclusion of Fauci as a Ripple of Hope Award laureate comes after [he] was tapped by the 
White House earlier this year to help lead the federal response to the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Additional Sources, Other sources covering the story include: the Daily Caller (7/27, Morefield, 716K), 
Fox News (7/27, Canova, 27.59M), the Washington Examiner (7/27, Dibble, 448K), and the Washington Times 
(7/27, Morton, 492K}. 


Dr. Anthony Fauci First-Pitch Baseball Card Breaks Topps Record For Sales In Just 24 
Hours. 


USA Today (7/27, Reyes, 10.31M) reports the Topps limited edition baseball card featuring NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “set an all-time print record run for the franchise, selling 51,512 cards.” The card was only on sale 
for “24 hours, but it broke company records.” The card included a picture of “Fauci throwing out the first pitch 
during last Thursday’s MLB season opening game between the Washington Nationals and the New York 
Yankees.” 

AddRional Sources. The Sacramento (CA) Bee (7/27, Sweeney, 567K) reports Fauci has garnered lots 
of attention being “at the forefront of the national fight against the coronavirus pandemic, sometimes clashing 
with President Donald Trump.” 

The Washington Times (7/27, Mordock, 492K), CNN (7/27, Andrew, 83.16M}, and the New York Daily News 
(7/27, Daniels, 2.52M} also cover the story. 


Marlins’ Coronavirus Outbreak Won’t Derail MLB’s Just-Opened Season — At Least Not Yet. 


The Washington Post (7/27, Sheinin, 14.2M) reports, “Major League Baseballs first existential crisis ina season 
unlike any in its history came on the fifth day of tts 2020 schedule, before half its 30 teams could even hold their 
home openers.” The crisis “arrived in a way that would not surprise an epidemiologist: with a coronavirus 
outbreak focused on a team whose home city is a hot spot. And it has placed the remainder of the season ina 
precarious position.” For now, the coronavirus “outbreak among members of the Miami Marlins — with 11 players 
and two coaches testing positive by Monday, according to an official familiar with the testing ~ has not broughi 
down the entire MLB season, and MLB officials hoped the outbreak would be limited to the Marlins, allowing the 
season to go forward.” 

Adaftional Sources. USA Today (7/27, Gardner, 10.31M) reports, “Major League Baseball is concerned 
about the Miami Marlins’ recent outbreak of COVID-19 cases, but it isn’t yet enough to consider shutting down 
the season, MLB commissioner Rob Manfred said Monday.” While “appearing on MLB Network, Manfred said 
officials knew there would be positive tests at some point and its testing plan was built to handle an incident such 
as the Marlins’ — in which a total of 14 players and staff members tested positive.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci 
said on CNN Monday, “Hopefully, theyll be able to continue and hopefully this is an outlier that such a cluster of 
the players and personnel got infected.” 

The New York Times (7/27, Kepner, 18.61M) reporis that “while league officials said there were no plans to 
suspend or cancel the season —~ which began just last Thursday ~ fwo games were postponed Monday.” The 
Marlins’ matches “against the Ballimore Oricles on Monday and Tuesday were postponed, as was the Yankees’ 
game on Monday in Philadelphia, where the Marlins spent the weekend.” 
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Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh = (7/27, lead story, 3:30, 
Muir, 7.71M), CBS Evening News = (7/27, story 2, 2:20, O'Donnell, 4.46M), NBC Nightly New = (7/27, story 6, 
1:50, Holt, 6.32M}, the Wail Street Journal (7/27, Diamond, Radnofsky, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), the Los 
Angeles Times (7/27, Wharton, 4.64M)}, the AP (7/27, Wine), ABC News (7/27, Pereira, 2.97M), and CNN (7/27, 
Sterling, Levenson, 83.16M). 


Commentary. In a “Perspective” piece for the Washington Post (7/27, 14.2M), columnist Thomas Boswell 


writes that “Monday morning’s news that al least 14 members of the Miami Marlins and their staff have tested 
positive for the novel coronavirus in recent days was a Category 5 covid-19 hurricane alert. You couldn't have a 
worse MLB start or a grimmer predictor for other games.” Boswell asserts, “The Marlins are just the latest — but 
one of the most vivid — illustrations of what America ts facing. And how little we are willing to take seriously the 
true measure of our fearsome enemy.” 

in an opinion piece for USA Today (7/27, 10.31M}, columnist Bob Nightengale says “it took four months for 
the Major League Baseball season to start, and now just 72 hours into it, the season could be abruptly ending.” 
The coronavirus “outbreak, particularly this early in the 60-qame season, is baseball's worst nightmare.” 
Nightengale writes that “the game will go on, for now, but MLB has no choice bul to be on high alert and cancel 
further garnes if there’s even a scent of an outbreak.” He concludes, “The ugliest words in baseball are now 
hovering over the entire industry: ‘Wait ‘Til Next Year.”” 

in an opinion piece for CNN (7/27, 83.16M), Amy Bass, professor of sport studies at Manhattanville College, 
writes that “garnes can only go on until they can’t anymore, something that Florida’s schools, which are on 
schedule to reopen in August, might take to heart —- especially as the Marlins await their latest round of test 
results in hotel rooms in Pennsylvania.” The Marlins have “a luxury students and teachers, no doubt, won't have 
available to them throughout the upcoming school year.” Bass asserts, “Perhaps if we funded our schools like 
baseball...they’d be better prepared to make ft work this fall.” 


Sinclair Pulls Controversial Show About Coronavirus. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Rizzo, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Sinclair Broadcast Group said it 
will pull the controversial interview over the coronavirus pandemic’s alleged origins. The announcement comes 
after the broadcaster said it would delay airing the episode and gather further research. 

Additional Sources. The AP (7/27, Bauder) reports Sinclair “says it will not air a segment on its ‘America 
This Week’ program in which a conspiracy theorist speculates about Dr. Anthony Fauci and the coronavirus.” 
The broadcaster “said that given the nature of Judy Mikovits’ claims to correspondent Eric Bolling, the segment 
was ‘not appropriate’ fo air.” Sinclair added, “We also reiterate our appreciation for all that Dr. Fauci and his team 
have accomplished for the health and well-being of Americans and people worldwide.” 

The Hill (7/27, Bowden, 2.98M) reports, “In the now-canceled segment Mikovits reportedly told host Eric 
Bolling that Fauci was responsible for manufacturing and transporting coronaviruses to a lab in Wuhan, China.” 

The Washington Examiner (7/27, Smith, 448K) also reports on the story. 


Trump National Security Adviser O’Brien Tests Positive For Coronavirus. He’s The Highest- 
Ranking Administration Official Known To Be Infected. 


The Washington Post (7/27, Wagner, 14.2M) reports, “Robert C. O’Brien, President Trump’s national security 
adviser, has tested positive for the novel coronavirus, the White House said Monday as the United States 
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recorded more than 26,000 new cases of the infection that is coursing out of control.” The adviser “is the highest- 
ranking Trump administration official known to have tested positive for the virus.” President Trump “said Monday 
that he had not seen O’Brien recently, but the White House did not respond to questions about their interactions, 
whether other White House employees might have been exposed or the timing of O'Brien’s illness.” 

Adaditional Sources. USA Today (7/27, Jackson, 10.31M) reports, “O’Brien, who was named national 
security adviser in September, ‘has mild sympioms and has been self-isolating and working from a secure 
location off site,’ the White House said in a statement, asserting that there was no risk to the president or the vice 
president of exposure.” The President “could not recall the last time he met with O’Brien and did know exactly 
when his top security adviser tested positive.” 

The Los Angeles Times (7/27, Bierman, 4.64M) reports, “Trump’s top economic advisor, Larry Kudlow, told 
reporters at the White House that O’Brien may have gotten it from his daughter, who also tested positive.” The 
President “told reporters at the White House that ‘| haven’t seen him lately,’ which would be remarkable, if true, 
given O'Brien’s level of access and influence. His infection raises concerns about national security and the 
potential spread to Trump and other top officials.” 

Bloomberg (7/27, Jacobs, Mohsin, 4.73M) reports, “O’Brien caught the virus while taking a few days off from 
work, spending time with his family, according to people familiar with the matter.” O’Brien’s “daughter, who is 
college age, became ill first...Kudlow told reporters.” 

The AP (7/27, Miller, Colvin) reporis O’Brien “recently returned from a trip to France, where he met with top 
European officials and was photographed standing close to others and not wearing a mask.” 

CNN (7/27, Collins, Liptak, Klein, 83.16M) reports, “Asked about the risk O’Brien’s diagnosis poses to the 
President,” NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci told CNN’s Wolf Blitzer on ‘The Situation Room’ Monday evening that 
it depends on when O’Brien was infected and the level of his exposure to Trump.” Fauci said, “You have to have 
contact in a situation where you're there long enough and close enough to have an increased risk. ... | dor’t 
know the contacts he had, the proper authorities are doing the contact tracing right now.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonight = (7/27, story 3, 2:25, Muir, 
7.11M), NBC Nightly News = (7/27, story 4, 1:45, Holl, 6.32M), the CBS Evening New = (7/27, story 3, 1:20, 
O'Donnell, 4.46M), the Wall Street Journal (7/27, Luboid, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), and Politico (7/27, 
Lippman, 4.29M). 


Trump Announced, Then Canceled, A Yankees Pitch. Both Came As A Surprise. 


The New York Times (7/27, Rogers, Weiland, 18.67M) reports an hour before NIAID Director Anthony Fauci 
“threw the first piich the season opener between the New York Yankees and the Washington Nationals,” the 
President “stood on the briefing room stage at the White House and declared that he, too, had been invited to 
throw out his own opening plich.” The President claimed thal the president of the New York Yankees, Randy 
Levine, had invited him to throw the first pitch on August 15 at Yankee Stadium. However, the President “had not 
actually been invited on thai day by the Yankees, according to one person with Mr. Trump’s schedule.” His 
statement in the briefing room “surprised both Yankee officials and the White House staff.” 

Additional Sources. The Hill (7/27, Coleman, 2.98M) says the President later publicly canceled the 
attempt to pitch at the stadium in mid-August, “citing that he would be busy with meetings and other work related 
to the coronavirus pandemic.” The article adds that the Times repori “highlights the reported growing tensions 
between Trump and Fauci.” 
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HuffPost (7/27, Papenfuss, 1.67M) provides additional coverage. 


Biden Urges Vaccine Process Free From ‘Political Pressure’. 


Bloomberg (7/27, Epstein, 4.73M) reports that on Monday, former Vice President Joe Biden warned “about the 
potential politicization of coronavirus vaccines by the Trump administration as development work and clinical 
trials speed up.” Biden told Bloomberg it was “great news’ that some vaccines are showing promise in early 
rounds of testing, but said the actions of President Donald Trump and his team must be closely watched.” He 
added, “For Americans to have confidence in the safety of a vaccine...’as we enter the height of election season, 
President Trump should assure us ail that the White House will respect the independent authority of the Food 
and Drug Administration to decide, free from political pressure, if the vaccine is safe and effective.” The piece 
mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

AddRional Sources. NBC News (7/27, Edelman, 6.14M) reports that Biden also said, “The White House 
should not weigh in on these matters or push the FDA to provide emergency authorizations prematurely, as they 
did for hydroxychiocroquine. ... The President should not ‘hype’ treatments or vaccines, overstate their results, or 
undermine confidence in scientific findings.” 

The Washington Examiner (7/27, Simonson, 448K) reporis on the story, and adds that in May, HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar “announced ‘Operation Warp Speed,’ aimed at producing and distributing 300 million 
coronavirus vaccines by January 2021. The Department of Defense signed a $1.95 billion deal with firms Pfizer 
and BioNTech to produce a safe vaccine and 100 million doses.” 


As Coronavirus Threatened Invasion, A New ‘Red Dawn’ Team Tried To Save America. 


ABC News (7/28, Fosk, Folmer, Margolin, 2.97M) reports, “A group of public health and national security experts 
who" warned numerous Trump Administration officials “about the gathering coronavirus crisis is now offering a 
searing assessment of how the federal government blundered through the critical first months of a lethal 
outbreak.” Several members of the group, which carne to be known as Red Dawn Rising, “have broken their 
silence about the early warnings in interviews with ABC News to describe their lingering distress about the 
missed chances to spare lives.” The piece adds, “Senior officials including Dr. Anthony Fauci, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention Director Roberi Redfield, and Surgeon General Jerome Adams, were copied 
into the” email chain at least once, but “Fauci told ABC News he ‘didn’t pay that much attention’ to the emails.” 


Government Predicted, But Failed To Address, Racial Disparities In Global Pandemic: Ex- 
Officials. 


ABC News (7/27, Bruggeman, Kim, 2.97M) reports, “The devastating toll of the coronavirus on communities of 
color has emerged as a crisis within the crisis.” While new cases and deaths are “disproportionately mounting in 
Black and Latino populations, experts believe the phenomenon was both predictable and preventable.” An ABC 
News investigation quoted former health officials and “found that so called ‘playbooks’ drafted by prior 
administrations anticipated disparate outcomes along racial and economic lines in the event of a global 
pandemic.” In addition, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci has “said il’s ‘tragic’ bul a ‘fact’ that low-income and 
minority populations ‘have a higher incident of the underlying comorbidities that put them ai greater risk of having 
@ poor, serious outcome to getting infected.” Furthermore, CDC Direcior Dr. Robert Redfield “hopes that the 
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pandemic can be used as an opportunity to address existing health disparities in communities,” and said, “| think 
first step is io recognize it’s reai, thal i's not night.” 


NFL And Its Players Head To Training Camp Ready To Tackle Life In A Pandemic. 


CNN (7/27, Kounang, Almasy, 83.16M) reports NFL players and teams are headed to training carnp soon, “some 
of them in areas that are Covid-19 hot spots.” However, “there are some officials who think football should skip a 
season or push it back until the spring.” Notably, “Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and infectious Diseases, told CNN in June that it would be ‘very hard to see how football is able to be played this 
fall if NFL and college players were not living in isolation and being tested every day.” Nevertheless, “the league 
feels confident at this point a full slate of 16 games per team is possible, given the protocols it has agreed on 
with the players.” 


Sinclair Pulls The Plug On Anti-Fauci Propaganda. 


Bloomberg Opinion (7/27) Senior Columnist Timothy O’Brien writes that when Sinclair Broadcast Group “got set 
to broadcast a hit piece over the weekend suggesting that Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, was responsible for the Covid-19 pandemic, millions of its viewers might have 
believed they were hearing the truth — instead of, say, irresponsible and dangerous propaganda.” O'Brien adds 
Sinclair pulled the segment “grudgingly,” but “still seemed ready to plow ahead.” O’Brien says, “There’s an easier 
way for Sinclair to show its sincerity when it says it doesn’t endorse the views of reckless fanatics: Don't treat 
them as if they're credible.” 


America’s Faucian Bargain. 


Washington Times (7/27, 492K) opinions editor Charles Hurt writes NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci’s 
“embarrassing face-plant on Opening Day at Nationals Park was not because he threw a crazy sidewinder 
rainbow,” nor “was it because cameras later caught the government’s top disease expert using his facemask as 
a chin-bikini, rather than the proper virus-guard he endlessly harangues U.S. citizens over.” Hurt argues, “Dr. 
Fauci's great sin on Opening Day was his suffocating, intolerable arrogance.” Hurt concludes the event “was a 
great reminder of the grievous price we cilizens pay - America’s Faucian Bargain ~ when unelected federal 
bureaucrais are taken seriously.” 


Editorial: Threats Against Dr. Anthony Fauci Reveal A Big Problem In The COVID Fight. 


Invan editorial, the Houston Chronicle (7/27, 730K) says the threats against NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
and other public health officials “reflect the politicization of a public health crisis, often driven by elected officials 
more concerned about satisfying the most vocal elements of their base than the mounting death tolls,” and rather 
than “being guided by science, they prefer to whip up anti-mask frenzy, plant unsubstantiated doubts about the 
scope of the pandemic and attempt to undermine Fauci's credibility.” The Chronicle concludes this “refusal by so 
many, including at many times the president himself, to let science and public health set the nation’s course in its 
pandemic response not only puts health officials such as Fauci al risk, it may be the biggest obstacle in our 
country’s efforis to contain the deadly virus.” 


Navarro Laments The ‘Politicization’ Of Coronavirus As He Does Just That. 
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Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (7/27, 260K) that “White House trade adviser Peter Navarro 
on Monday griped about the politicization of the coronavirus — even as he referred io it as the ‘China virus’ during 
an interview on ‘Fox and Friends.” The piece adds that earlier in July, “Navarro attacked Dr. Anthony Fauci in an 
op-ed published in USA Today. The newspaper issued an editor’s note soon after intense backlash ensued over 
the publication of Navarro’s op-ed, saying that it failed to meet USA Today’s fact-checking standards.” 


Sinclair Pulls Plug On Segment Pushing Conspiracy Theory On Fauci. 


Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (7/27, 260K) that the “Sinclair Broadcast Group told CNN 
Business on Monday that it will no longer air a segment promoting a baseless conspiracy theory suggesting thal 
Dr. Anthony Fauci played a role in creating the coronavirus.” According to CNN Business, “the segment 
slamming Fauci shows [discredited ‘Plandemic’ researcher Judy] Mikovits telling [Eric] Bolling that the nation’s 
top infectious diseases expert ‘manufactured’ and shipped coronaviruses to Wuhan, China — the location of the 
first reporied COVID-19 case — over the past decade.” While “Bolling said thai’s a ‘hefty clain’ against Fauci, he 
did not press Mikovits further on the segment.” 


Trump Cancels Yankee Opening Pitch He Was Never Even Invited To. Officials Tell The New 
York Times He Made Remarks Over Jealousy Of Fauci. 


Sarah Al-Arshani writes for Business Insider (7/27, 3.67M) that “President Donald Trump was [so] annoyed with 
the attention Dr. Anthony Fauci was receiving for throwing the ceremonial pitch at the opening of the 2020 Major 
League Baseball season that he decided to announce he was also invited to piich for the Yankees next month, 
an Official told The New York Times.” In spite of “his announcement and later cancellation of this event, Trump 
was reportedly never actually invited to pitch on that date.” 


Senate GOP Relief Plan Seeks To Reduce Unemployment Aid To $200 Per Week. 


David Muir reported on ABC World News Tonigh = (7/27, story 5, 1:40, 7.11M)} that “millions of Americans on 
unemployment, out of work in this pandemic, are waiting for word from Washington, with that $600 supplemental 


payment now running out. Two months after the Democrats unveiled their plan, Republicans are out with theirs 
tonight. It proposes a cut in that payment.” 

Additional Sources. Peter Alexander said on NBC Nightly News = (7/27, story 5, 0:26, Holt, 6.32M), 
“Top Senate Republicans unveiled their proposal for the next economic relief package that would cut emergency 


unemployment benefits...from $600 to $200, and would green-light another round of direct payments to 
Americans.” 

Norah O'Donnell said on the CBS Evening News & (7/27, story 5, 1:50, 4.46M), “A final agreement with 
Democrats could be weeks away, but...for millions of unemployed workers, time is running out.” 

The AP (7/27, Mascaro, Taylor) reports that the GOP plan is “to cut the jobless boost to $200 a week as it 
phases out fo a new system that ensures no more than 70% of an employee’s previous pay,” and “the boost 


would be available for up to four months to give states time to transition to the new system.” The package 
includes additional funding “for virus testing, $15 billion for child care centers and benefits for businesses, 
including a fresh round of loans under the Paycheck Protection Program, tax breaks and a sweeping liability 
shield from COVID-19-relaied lawsuits.” 
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The New York Times (7/27, 1&8.61M) says the “proposal io slash the jobless aid by two-thirds, part of a 
Republican plan they began rolling out on Monday afternoon, is likely to be arnong the most bitterly contested 
issues in bipartisan negotiations over the next round of pandemic relief.” According fo the Times, “Many 
Republicans detest the supplernent to state jobless aid, put in place by the $2.2 trillion stimulus law, arguing that 
itis a disincentive to returning to work because if exceeds whal some workers can eam in regular wages.” 

The Washington Post (7/27, A1, Werner, Stein, Kim, 14.2M) reports, “A fraught showdown over the next 
coronavirus relief bill got underway Monday as Senate Republicans unveiled a $71 frilllon package and 
congressional Democratic leaders met with top White House officials.” The chances “for a bipartisan deal 
remained far from certain as House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Callf.) and Senate Minority Leader Charles E. 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) met late Monday with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and White House Chief of Staff 
Mark Meadows to begin formal negotiations.” Officials in the White House “described the talks as productive and 
said they would resume on Tuesday, but Democrats left the nearly two hour meeting describing the initial GOP 
offer as inadequate.” 

The Washington Times (7/27, Mufioz, 492K) reporis Pelosi criticized the “piecemeal’ coronavirus spending 
proposal on Monday, blarning [Republicans] for siow rolling Congress’ response to continued economic 
hardship.” 

The New York Post (7/27, Bowden, 4.57M) reports the proposed cut was the result of an effort by Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) “to cap a fourth wave of stimulus spending to around $1 trillion.” 

Politico (7/27, Levine, Bresnahan, 4.29M) reports that McConnell “outlined the pillars of the proposal, which 
will include another round of $1,200 in direct payments, more money for the Paycheck Protection Program, a 
reduction in boosted federal unemployment benefits, liability protection and more than $100 billion for reopening 
schools and colleges.” 

in a separate article, the Washington Times (7/27, Swoyer, 492K) reports McConnell said on the Senaie 
floor Monday, “Health, economic assistance, liability, and schools. Another historic package for the next stage of 
this historic national fight.” 

Politico (7/27, Bresnahan, Desiderio, 4.29M) says in a separate article that GOP divisions “forced 
McConnell to delay the unveiling of the $71 trillion proposal he released on Monday, an embarrassing setback for 
the party at a critical moment. McConnell has also openly said that the plan would have ‘fairly significant support’ 
among Senate Republicans but ‘probably not everyone’ — which is as close to a tell as McConnell gets to 
admitting his cards aren't very strong.” 

USA Today (7/27, King, Wu, 10.31M) reports that “it appeared [GOP] divisions had not fully healed.” Sen. 
Ted Cruz (R-TX) told reporters, “There is significant resistance to yet another trillion dollars. The answer to these 
challenges will not simply be shoveling cash out of Washingion. The answer to these challenges will be getting 
people back to work.” 

Bloomberg (7/27, Dorning, Davison, 4.73M) reporis, “Replacing the expiring $600-a-week supplements with 
a percentage of a worker's former wages could take most states eight io 20 weeks io implement, after they 
receive Department of Labor Guidance,” according to the National Association of State Workforce Agencies. 

The AP (7/27, Rugaber} reports in a separate article, “As Congress and the White House resume their 
efforts to agree on a new economic aid package, evidence is growing that the U.S. economy is faltering. And so 
is concern that the government may not take the steps needed to support hiring and growth.” Economist Nancy 
Vanden Houten said, “We're in a pretty fragile state again. The economy needs another shot in the arm.” 
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BioCentury (7/28, Usdin, Subscription Publication) reports that the GOP proposal “includes $1.2 billion for 
the ACTIV public-private partnership to priorilize and speed the development of COVID-19 treatmenis and 
vaccines.” The measure also “includes $25 billion for COVID-19 testing, $26 billion for vaccine R&D and 
distribution, and big funding increases for BARDA and NIH.” The article adds, “The $15.5 billion allocated for NIH 
in the Senate bill is $11 billion more than the arnount specified in the House of Representative's coronavirus 
relief bill.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are the Wall Street Journal (7/27, Ai, Duehren, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M}, CNN (7/27, Mattingly, 83.16M), the Los Angeles Times (7/27, Haberkorn, 4.64M}, 
Bloomberg (7/27, Wasson, Litvan, 4.73M)}, Reuters (7/27, Cornwell, Lawder}, CNN (7/27, Foran, Mattingly, 
83.16M), The Hill (7/27, Carney, 2.98M), NPR (7/27, Walsh, 3.12M), Axios (7/27, Allassan, 521K), the Louisville 
(KY) Courier-Journal (7/27, Watkins, 368K}, the Washington Times (7/27, Swoyer, Mufioz, Boyer, 492K), and 
STAT (7/27, Facher, 24). 

Kudlow Says Trump “Disappointed” By Absence Of Payroll Tax Cut. NEC Director Larry 
Kudlow said on Fox Business’ Varney & Co. (7/27, 64k), “The President was disappointed he didn’t get the 


payroll tax [cut] for political reasons. i'm disappointed. | will just say this as a bit of an editorial coming from me. 
You know, at some point, the White House and the Republicans, Congress, Senate and House, have got to put 
[out] some investment incentive, tax rate incentives and regulatory reduction incentives, for long-term economic 
growth. The checks may be essential, but the fact is, you can’t spend your way into long-term prosperity.” 

NYTimes Analysis: GOP Sif May Contain “Benefit For Sig Sanks.” The New York Times (7/27, 
Fitter, Smialek, Eavis, 18.61M) reports under the headline “Republican Stimulus Package May Come With A 
Benefit For Big Banks” that Senate Banking Chairman Mike Crapo “is working on legislation that would give 
regulators the discretion to let banks exclude certain ttems on their balance sheets when calculating haw much 
capital they are required to hold.” That “could be particularly useful for banks with large Wall Street trading 
operations, because it would let them increase their holdings of certain kinds of financial assets, like government 
bonds, without requiring a corresponding increase in capital reserves.” 


Drop In Hip Fracture Risk Tied To Lifestyle Factors. 


Healio (7/27, Michael, 28K) reports researchers found “a decrease in hip fractures among adults born more 
recently may be due to improved lifestyle factors such as reduced smoking and less heavy drinking, according to 
a study published in JAMA Internal Medicine.” Dr. Timothy Bhattacharyya, a contractor in NIAMS’ Office of 
Clinical Director and one of the study’s authors, said, “Promoting a healthy lifestyle over the pasi 30 years is a 
key reason that we are seeing less hip fractures each year.” 


Low-Value Virus Research Clogging Federal Database, Study Says. 


Bloomberg Law (7/27, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 414) reporis most of the 1,500 studies on COVID-19 
that have been posted on ClinicalTriais.gov are not “generating meaningful evidence necessary to make 
treatment decisions, according to a study from Stanford and Yale researchers.” Only 29% of the studies “meta 
threshold of high quality, based on an Oxford University Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine scale.” Bloomberg 
adds, “With few exceptions, all NIH-funded and FDA-regulated clinical trials must be registered on 
ClinicalTrials.gov.” The findings were published Monday in JAMA Internal medicine. 
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Little Difference In Hyperthyroidism Therapies’ Cancer Risk. 


MedPage Today (7/27, Monaco, 75K) reports, “Among more than 37,000 adults with hyperthyroidism with no 
history of cancer,” researchers at NCI found that “solid cancer mortality was not influenced by the type of 
hyperthyroidism treatment regimen.” The findings were published in JAMA Network Open. 


Genetic Differences By Ancestry And Prostate Cancer Therapies. 


Medscape (7/27, Otto, Subscription Publication, 277K) reports researchers used data from several sources 
including the Memorial Sloan Kettering-Integrated Mutation Profilining of Actionable Cancer Targets panel and 
found “there are genetic differences when comparing prostate tumors from African American men and European- 
American men, but none of these differences are of clinical significance for the geneiically targeted treatments 
available to date, according to an analysis published in Clinical Cancer Research.” Atish D. Choudhury, MD, 
PhD, of the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, who was not involved in this study, said, “Since these 
findings suggest that the frequency of targetable genetic alterations is similar in patients of predorninantly African 
versus European ancestry, offering comprehensive genomic profiling and biorarker-based therapies to all 
patients, including African American patients, is a critical component of prornoling equity in the management of 
metastatic prostate cancer.” NCI helped fund the study. 


NIH Study Demonstrates Safety Of Kidney Transplantation Between HIV+ Donors, 
Recipients. 


Healio (7/27, Webb, 28K) reports an NIH-supported study “found similar outcomes for patients with HIV who 
underwent transplantation with an HIV+ or HIV— kidney, suggesting infected and uninfected organs have 
comparable safety profiles.” The researchers wrote, “HIV-positive (HIV+) individuals have a higher incidence of 
end-stage renal disease and face nearly (hreefold) higher moriality on dialysis compared to their HIV-negative 
(HIV—) counterparts.” The findings were published in the American Journal of Transplantation. 


Flu And Pneumonia Vaccines Linked To Reduced Risk Of Alzheimer’s. 


The Scientist (7/27, Heidt, 152K) reports two studies presented at the virtual Alzheimer’s Association 
international Conference “demonstrated that flu and pneumococcal vaccines are linked with a lower risk of 
Alzheimer’s disease.” Dallas Anderson, a neuroepidemiologist at NIA who was involved in the studies, said 
“there may be health effects beyond preventing the flu,” but more research is needed. Anderson also said, 
“Observational studies can never show definitively that getting flu shois will prevent Alzheimer’s disease or 
dementia. The evidence will be suggestive at best.” 


CCC19, Other Registries Help Define COVID-19/Cancer Landscape. 


Medscape (7/27, Worcester, Subscription Publication, 277K) reports, “Non-Hispanic black patients with cancer 
and patients with hematologic malignancies have a significantly increased risk of death if they develop COVID- 
19, according to the latest data from the COVID-19 and Cancer Consortium (CCC19} regisiry.” The initial results 
from the CCC 19 registry were presenied at the ASCO20 Virtual Scientific Program and published in The Lancet. 
Dr. Brian |. Rini of Vanderbilt University said the CCC19 registry was launched earlier this year by several 
institutions including the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center as “a grassroots idea...to collect granular data 
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regarding cancer patients and their outcomes with COVID.” Dr. Riniis also the protocoi chair for the National 
Cancer Institute COVID-19 in Cancer Patients Study (NCCAPS), which he said will provide important longitudinal 
data on patients with cancer and COVID-19. 


The U.S. Has More COVID-19 Testing Than Most. So Why Is It Falling So Short? 


Reuiers (7/27, Martell, Parker) reports, “The United States might have more COVID-19 testing capacity than any 
other country,” but laboratories are overwhelmed and many patients are wailing one week or more for results. At 
the center “of the crisis is a reliance by public and private labs on automated testing equipment that locks them in 
to using proprietary chemical kits and other tools made by a handful of manufacturers.” One expert “said the 
government could have used the Defense Production Act (BPA) io scale up multi-step tests, using existing 
instructions from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” However, “the U.S. Departmeni of Health and 
Human Services tald Reuters the government had used the DPA to buy some testing supplies, but reagents 
used io run the CDC test are already available, so buying more would not help.” in addition, “the National 
Institutes of Health is working with companies to reach at least 6 million tests per day by December.” 


St. Vincent’s Could Be Part Of Covid-19 Vaccine Trial. 


The Birmingham (AL) Business Journal (7/27, Patchen, Subscription Publication, 833K) reports, “Ascension St. 
Vincent's Birmingham is one of several sites across the nation that will participate in a clinical trial for” the 
ModernaTX-sponsored COVID-19 vaccine trial, according to ClinicalTnals.gov. The site, which “provides 
information about ongoing clinical trails and is maintained by the National Library of Medicine,” indicates “the 
study will involve 87 locations across the United States, and Ascension St. Vincent's Birmingham is listed as one 


of the sites.” St. Vincent’s “is the only location in Alabama chosen for this particular study — although other 
vaccine efforis are underway at UAB and elsewhere.” 


Pollution Is Killing Black Americans. This Community Fought Back. 


The New York Times (7/28, Villarosa, 18.61M) reports that Black communities “shoulder a disproportionate 
burden of the nation’s pollution — from foul water in Flint, Mich., fo dangerous chemicals that have poisoned a 
corridor of Louisiana known as Cancer Alley — which scientists and policymakers have known for decades.” For 
example, “according to data collected by the National Cancer Institute, each year 501 peaple in every 100,000 in 
Philadelphia will get cancer, compared with 449 in the United States and 485 in Pennsylvania.” In response, 
nonprofit group Friends of Stinger Square and others involved in the grass-roots environmental-justice 
movement have sought to draw attention to “this environmental crisis.” 


We Need An Independent Public Health Agency. 


Boston University law professor Christopher Robertson and former US Surgeon General Richard Carmona write 
in The Hill (7/27, 2.98M) that the coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the need for the US to have “a stable and 
independent health institution with its voice and real expertise to speak truth to power.” They compare their 
theoretical institution to that of the Federal Reserve Board, whose governors “serve for fourteen-year terms” to 
prevent policy changes due to the “changing winds of politics.” They also suggest Congress “could create such a 
sysiem that could reinvigorate and protect the Office of the Surgeon Generali, the United States Public Health 
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Service, he CDC, and the National institutes of Health’ as well as providing and securing an independent source 
of funding. 


Malvern Antibiotics Developer Venatorx Lands NIH Contract Worth As Much As $44M. 


The Philadelphia Business Journal (7/27, George, Subscription Publication, 860K) reports NIAID awarded a R&D 
contract to Venatorx Pharmaceuticals worth up to $44.2 million. Under the contract, the company “will use the 
funds to advance a novel series of penicillin-binding protein inhibitors it is developing to target multi-drug 
resistant acinetobacier baumannii through phase-l clinical testing.” 


Health & Medical News 


Texas Adds 675 COVID-19 Deaths After Changing Reporting Basis. 


Bloomberg (7/27, Warren, 4.73M) reports, “Texas added 675 people to its tally of deaths from Covid-19 — 
bringing the total to 5,713 — after changing its reporting basis io rely on the official cause listed on the death 
certificate.” Texas “adjusied data going back to the earliest deaths in March. The new measure increased the 
total deaths attributed to the virus by 13% Monday.” On Monday, the state “reported another 4,267 new cases of 
Covid-19, bringing the total to 385,923.” 

The AP (7/27, Vertuno) says the state reported 44 new fatalities on Monday. Texas “also reported nearly 
10,000 hospitalizations but said lags in reporting from hospitals may keep that number lower than it really is.” 

The AP (7/27, Mone, Merchant) reports in a separate piece that “as recovery and cleanup efforts got 
underway Monday in South Texas in the wake of a downgraded Hanna, worried residents confronted the 
prospect of undertaking the effort amid a surge in coronavirus cases that has left many fearful about their health.” 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) “said the state was sending additional testing supplies and hospital personnel to 
South Texas communities impacied by Hanna to ensure the storm doesn't exacerbate the spread of the virus.” 

The Austin (TX) American Statesman (7/27, Cobier, Subscription Publication, 343K) also reports on the 
story. 

Texas Officials Start Providing Coronavirus Data For Nursing Hames, State Hospitals. The 
Dallas Morning News (7/27, Smith, 945K) reports, “Texas health officials began providing comprehensive 
coronavirus data Monday for nursing homes, assisted-living facilities, state-supported living centers and state 
hospitals.” The state “data, posted online for case and death counts for nursing and assisted-living facilities 
statewide, cover only through July 13. But the Health and Human Services Commission said it would update the 
numbers by 3 p.m. on weekdays.” 

Dallas County Reports Only 426 New Coronavirus infections; Officials Say A Giich Could 
Se To Blame. The Dallas Morning News (7/27, Jones, 946K) says, “Dallas County reported just 426 new 
coronavirus cases Monday, and a gilich in the state’s electronic reporting system could be to blame, officials 
said.” Dallas County “also reported two new COVID-19 deaths.” Lasi-minute alterations “due to the pandemic are 
stressing the state's reporting systems, which Dallas County has used for years, said Dr. Philip Huang, the 
county’s health director.” For his part, “County Judge Clay Jenkins said people should still take the cases 
seriously, and that the numbers shouid balance out over a longer period.” 


Florida Sees Surge In COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations Among Children. 


GADB0000002544 


CNN (7727, Flores, Weisfeldt, Yan, 83.16M) reports that “just weeks before schools musi open across Fiorida, 
the numbers of new cases and hospitalizations due to Covid-19 have surged.” On July 16, Florida “had a total of 
23,170 children ages 17 and under who had tested positive since the beginning of the pandemic, according to 
the Florida Depariment of Health. By July 24, that number jumped to 31,150.” Thatis “a 34% increase in new 
cases among children in eight days.” Meanwhile, “more children in Florida are requiring hospitalization. As of 
July 16, 246 children had been hospitalized with coronavirus. By July 24, that number had jumped to 303.” 

The Hill (7/27, Wise, 2.98M) reports, “Coronavirus hospitalizations among children in Florida rose by more 
than 20 percent over a period of eight days in July, as schools prepare to reopen across the state despite a 
sustained surge in infections.” Children’s positivity rate in the state “currently sits at about 14 percent. Five 
children have died from the virus.” 

Florida Becomes “Global Ground Zero” For Coronavirus Pandemic Two Months After 
Governor “Brags” About State's Triumph. CNN (7/27, Krieg, 83.16M) reports Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
(R) “stood outside the White House iwo months ago bragging about his state’s triumiph over the coronavirus.” 
Now, “a little less than 10 weeks later, Florida, with DeSantis ai the helm, has become a global ground zero for 
Covid-19 cases and a poster child for the Trump adminisiration and tis closest allies’ failures in responding to the 
pandemic.” The coronavirus’ spread rages on “among ordinary Floridians. The state surpassed New York’s total 
count of Covid-19 cases, with 414,511 and rising.” The governor “has rernained closely in-line with the White 
House’s messaging. But a politically unfamiliar landscape is loorning for DeSantis if the situation in Florida 
doesn’t improve rapidly, and along with it Trump’s poll numbers in the state.” 

Atlan Healthcare Workers Struggling Amid Surge in Patients With COVID-79. Reuters (7/27, 
Fagenson) reporis that “as the coronavirus ravages Florida, healthcare workers in Miami hospitals are struggling 


to cope with the emotional and physical impact of treating a crushing wave of COVID-19 patients.” After watching 
“40,000 new cases a day become the norm across the state in July, many of those on the frontlines are 
frustrated with the apparent inability of local, state, and federal governments to coordinate an adequate 
response.” The frontline workers “are equally aghast with what appears to be the reluctance or refusal of many 
Floridians to honor safety precautions to stop the spread of coronavirus.” 


Experts Say Too Many COVID-19 Cases Are Occurring For Public Health Departments To 
Use Testing, Contact Tracing Effectively. 


NPR (7/28, Stein, 3.12M)} reports public health experts had high hopes for the US’ response to COVID-19 at the 
pandemic’s start. However, now, “a return io more restrictive shutdowns of businesses and public gatherings are 
likely necessary in many places, public health leaders say, to bring the number of cases low enough that ‘test, 
trace and isolate’ can be used to dause epidemic embers.” Furthermore, too many new cases are “occurring too 
quickly for underfunded, understaffed public health departments to effectively use testing and [contact] tracing, 
according to Dr. Jeffrey Engel, the senior adviser for the COVID-19 response for the Council of State and 
Territorial Epidemiologists.” Many experis have suggested “that lockdowns could be avoided if 95% of the U.S. 
population would start to wear masks consistenily in public.” 


Novavax Enlists Fujifilm To Produce Drug Substance For Its COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate. 


The Washington Business Journal (7/27, Gilgore, Subscription Publication, 882K) reporis Novavax Inc. is 
enlisting the help of Fujifilm Diosynth Biotechnologies to get its COVID-19 vaccine through clinical trials. The 
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Gaithersburg biotech secured the deal as part of the $1.6 billion it has been granted through the Trump 
Adminisiration’s Operation Warp Speed. Novavax “has already given Tokyo-based Fujifilm the green light to start 
production on its first baich of the drug substance for Novavax’s...candidate at its manufacturing facility in 
Morrisville, North Carolina.” 


Senate GOP Proposed An Additional $25B In COVID-19 Stimulus Relief For Hospitals. 


Modern Healthcare (7/27, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports that on Monday, Senate GOP 
“oroposed $25 billion in new grant funds for healthcare providers, a liability shield for healthcare facilities and 
workers, and relaxed terms for Medicare loans in their opening bid in the latest round of COVID-19 relief 
negotiations.” The article says “Republicans now have just days io negotiate with Democrats before more 
generous federal unemployment benefits expire Friday.” To date, Congress has “appropriated $175 billion to the 
Provider Relief Fund, and HHS has yet to send out roughly $53 billion of that total, according fo the most recent 
data available. Senate Republicans proposed a $25 billion refill, and Democrats had proposed $100 billion for 
the Provider Relief Fund with more strings atlached.” 


As Congress Mulls Second Round Of Stimulus Payments To Consumers, IRS Has Yet To 
Work Out All Glitches With The First Round. 


The Washington Post (7/27, Singletary, 14.2M) reports that Congress is mulling another round of $1,200 
stimulus payments to Americans, but the first “rollout of stimulus money resulied in a number of glitches, 
including payments sent to dead people and wealthy foreign nationals not living in the United States.” In addition, 
consumers “thought debit cards loaded with stimulus money that arrived in the mail were a scam and tossed 
them, forcing the Treasury to send out letters explaining how to get a replacement card.” While “the IRS has 
worked out a lot of kinks, many people still haven't received a check, direct deposit or debit card.” 


Senate GOP’s COVID-19 Relief Proposal Could Set Up Another Fight Over Healthcare 
Funding. 


Politico (7/27, 4.29M) reports that Republicans’ COVID-19 “relief package, released Monday evening, sets up 
new battles over health care funding as the coronavirus continues to overwhelm the country.” The article says, 
“From a smaller hospital bailout to stiffing strained Medicaid programs, the GOP’s opening bid revealed stark 
differences with the plan passed by House Democrats this spring. As Congress tries to resolve thorny issues like 
unemployment aid and liability protections, health care funding could become another sticking point.” The GOP is 
“oitching a $25 billion boost to a hospital bailout fund, bringing the total to $200 billion when combined with past 
relief measures,” which is “well short of the $100 billion infusion the industry has demanded — and that 
Democrats provided in their relief bill, which passed largely along party lines in May.” Meanwhile, there is no 
additional Medicaid funding. 


Senate GOP’s COVID-19 Stimulus Proposal Includes $1.75B For New FBI Headquarters. 


The Washington Post (7/27, O'Connell, Kim, Werner, 14.2M) reports, “Under intense White House pressure, 
Senate Republicans agreed Monday to allocate $1.75 billion in their coronavirus relief bill towards the 
construction of a new D.C. headquarters of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.” This reflects President Trump’s 
“ongaing interest in building a new headquarters for the FBI downtown, rather than a secure campus in the 
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suburbs that was envisioned before he took office.” The article says that while “the provision says the money 
would enable the bureau io ‘prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or internationally, the 
requesi did not appear to be related to the economic fallout of the pandemic, which lawmakers are rushing to 
address before expanded jobless aid expires later this week.” 


Commentary Says GOP’s COVID-19 Stimulus Proposal Is Evidence Of Trump’s Poor 
Negotiating Skills. 


Charlie Dent writes in a CNN (7/27, 83.18M) op-ed that “Washington, DC, is living on a knife’s edge in 
anticipation of yet another Covid-19 relief package.” Although “the $600 federal enhancement to weekly 
unemployment benefits and a federal eviction moratorium may iapse on July 31, leaving millions of Americans in 
the lurch, ifs increasingly unlikely that an agreement will be reached before then.” Dent says that with the 
unveiling of Senate Republicans’ COVID-19 stimulus proposal on Monday, “i's clear that President Donald 
Trump, who has long touted his own negotiation skills, has already made major concessions, including sacrificing 
his payroll tax cul and agreeing to additional billions for coronavirus testing.” Dent says “don’t hold your breath 
wailing for the author of ‘The Art of the Deal to swoop in and save everyone from these swamp-infesied 
negotiations.” 


Public Health Officials Attempt To Find Path To More Permanently Reduce Coronavirus 
Transmission Rates. 


Bloomberg (7/28, Baker, Levin, Raimonde, 4.73M) reports the coronavirus pandemic “is reaching a plateau in 
some of the hardesi-hit U.S. states after public officials imposed unpopular public health measures, like closing 
bars and requiring masks.” However, these same officials “wonder whether they can force infection rates down 
again, as they did in the spring — and this time, make them stick until a vaccine arrives.” Further, US residents 
are “stil failing ill in much greater numbers than residents of other developed nations and relative stability doesn’t 
mean a return to life as usual.” 


California’s Attorney General, Regulators Investigating Amazon’s Actions To Protect 
Worker Heath During Pandemic. 


Multiple outlets including Bloomberg (7/27, Nayak, Soper, 4.73M) report several state and local regulators in 
California have launched investigations into Amazon’s worker protections during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Reuters (7/27, Bartz, Dave} reports California Atlorney General Xavier Becerra (D) and officials from the 
state’s Division of Occupational Safety and Health and the San Francisco Department of Public Health “are 
investigating whether Amazon.com Inc. has taken adequate steps to protect its workers from the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to a court filing on Monday.” The filing, written by San Francisco Superior Court Judge 
Ethan Schulman, states that the attorney general's office and the other state and local regulators have each 
launched their own investigations. Bacerra’s office “declined to comment, and Amazon and the other agencies 
did not immediately respond to requests for comment” on the news. 


NPR Finds More Than 100 Dietary Supplements Sold On Amazon Illegally Marketed As 
Antiviral Treatments. 
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NPR (7/27, Dreisbach, 3.12M) “has found more than 100 dietary supplements sold on Amazon that appear to be 
ilegaily marketed as antiviral treatments.” When “consumers type ‘coronavirus supplement’ or ‘COVID 
supplement into the search bar at Amazon.com, not only does the online retailer auto-complete the search, it 
serves up pages and pages of supplements without any warning about the scientific evidence.” While “the 
supplements may not directly claim to treat COVID-19, NPR has found more than 100 supplements listed for 
sale on Amazon that make unsubsiantiated and potentially illegal claims that they can fight viruses.” These 
“include products sold by a company recently sued by the Department of Justice over fraud allegations related to 
COVID-19.” 


Navajo Nation Records 21 More COVID-19 Cases, Two New Fatalities. 


The AP (7/27) reports that on Monday, tribal health officials on the Navajo Nation “reported 21 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 and two additional deaths.” Now, “the total number of people infected on the 
reservation...stands ai 8,912 with 441 known deaths.” Authorities “said 77,741 people have undergone testing 
and 6,554 have recovered frorn the virus.” Meanwhile, “hundreds of people who had been on paid leave from 
their jobs with the Navajo Nation’s gambling enterprise won't be paid after Monday.” 


NYTimes Highlights Three Transit Workers In NYC Impacted By Coronavirus. 


The New York Times (7/27, Markowitz, Goldbaum, 18.61M) reports that “when the coronavirus engulfed New 
York, it purmmeled the transit workforce: So far, 131 transit workers have died from the virus and over 4,000 have 
tested positive, making the Metropolitan Transportation Authority one of the hardest-hit governmeni agencies in 
New York.” The Times highlights Pan Chan, a bus driver who “moved out of his family’s home for months to 
shield his wife and children,” Sally Lutchman, a train conductor who “worried that she might have infected her 
husband, who was hospitalized with Covid-19 for months,” and Cesar Torres Jr., a second-generation bus 
operator who “watched his father die.” 


Hair Loss Emerges As Consequence Of Coronavirus Infection. 


USA Today (7/27, Rodriguez, 10.31M) reports, “Hair loss has becorne another emergent consequence of the 
novel coronavirus as COVID-19 patients battle sympioms for months at a time.” Although the CDC “doesn't 
recognize hair loss as a symptom of COVID-19, more than 27 percent of at least 1,100 poll respondents in the 
Survivor Corps Facebook group reported hair loss.” Physicians “say hair loss may not be caused by the virus 
itself but by the physical shack patients’ bodies experience as they battle high fevers and other intense 
sympiorns.” 


North Carolina Reports 1,625 New Coronavirus Cases, Five Deaths. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (7/27, Bonner, 425K) says, “Reported coronavirus infections in North 
Carolina increased by 1,625 Monday, bringing the total to 114,338 cases in the state since the first case in 
March.” North Carolina’s “Depariment of Health and Human Services reported 1,790 total deaths from COVID- 
19, up five from Sunday.” The department “estimated Monday that 92,302 people in the state are presumed 
recovered from COVID-19. The estimate is based on when people were tested and whether or not they were 
hospitalized.” 


GADB0000002544 


Michigan Records Nearly 500 New Coronavirus Cases, Five More Fatalities. 


The Detroit Free Press (7/27, Moran, 1.52M) says, “Michigan reported five new coronavirus deaths Monday, 
along with 488 new confirmed cases,” bringing “Michigan’s COVID-19 totals to 6,154 confirmed deaths and 
78,507 confirmed cases as of Monday, according io the Michigan Department of Health and Hurnan Services.” 
There “are now a total of 251 probable coronavirus deaths and 8,666 probable cases, for a cumulative total of 
6,405 deaths and 87,173 cases.” The state “reported 19,275 more diagnostic testis for current cases of 
coronavirus infections on Sunday. Of those tests, 589 were posilive — a positivity rate of 3.06%.” 

The Detroit News (7/27, Mauger, 825K) reports, “The coronavirus initially peaked in the state in April, but 
the number of cases and the percentage of tests bringing positive results began trending upward again in June.” 


Bul, “last week, Michigan reported fewer new cases than the week before and the fewest deaths since March.” 


Nevada Sees Almost 1,000 New Coronavirus Cases, Five More Fatalities. 


The Las Vegas Review-Journal (7/27, Brunker, 345K) reports, “Nevada recorded 988 new COVID-19 cases and 
five additional deaths over the preceding day, according to data posted Monday.” The new cases “reported by 
the Department of Health and Human Services on its nvhealthresponse.nv.gov website pushed the case total for 
the state to 43,831.” The state’s “death toll, meanwhile, rose to 739.” 


illinois Sees Sixth Consecutive Day With Over 1,000 New COVID-19 Cases. 


The AP (7/27) reports that “on the sixth straight day that Hlinois officials reported more than 1,000 newly 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, Gov. J.B. Pritzker (BD) on Monday again urged residents to wear face coverings to 
slow the spread of the highly contagious virus.” Hlinois “public health officials announced 1,231 new cases of 
COVID-19...with 18 new deaths, bringing the total number who've died in the state to 7,416 out of 172,655 
confirmed infections, most involving people who have recovered.” Pritzker said, “Things are not moving in the 
right direction.” 


Connecticut’s Coronavirus Transmission Rate Rises Above One. 


The Connecticut Post (7/27, Fenster, 347K) reporis, “The coronavirus transmission rate in Connecticut has risen 
slightly above one, meaning that COVID-19 may have started to spread again in the state, albeit slowly, even as 
new case numbers remain low.” The “rate is a calculated number designed to show how many people will be 
infected by each person with the illness, on average.” Three “tracking sites all show the transmission rate in 
Connecticut, sometimes denoted as ‘Ri, above the threshold. COVID ActNow, which pariners with Georgetown 
and Stanford universities, indicates a transmission rate of 1.18." 


Pandemic Has Reportedly Changed Lives Of Many People In One Latino Neighborhood In 
Queens. 


The AP (7/28, Torrens) reports the coronavirus pandemic has changed the lives “of many in Corona, a Latino 
neighborhood in Queens that was among the hardest hit places in the world.” Although “tropical music emerges 
from recently reapened stores and sore people sit outside at resiaurants offering sidewalk dining, the lingering 
effects of COVID-19 are noticeable.” For example, “hunger and joblessness are rising. Survivors are still grieving 
lost loved ones.” Furthermore, “lines for free food stretch everyday for two blocks on 39th Avenue, filled mostly 
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with Latino men who lost jobs in restaurant kitchens, in construction or doing domestic work when the city shut 
down in March.” 


Analysis Finds COVID-19 Cases, Deaths In Long-Term Care Facilities In Coronavirus “Hot 
Spots” Are Rising. 

Vox (7/27, Scott, 2.27M) reports that “over a two-week period from late June to July 10, in 23 states that” the 
Kaiser Family Foundation “characterized as ‘hot spots,’ the number of’ COVID-19 “cases in long-term care 
facilities increased by 18 percent,” according to an analysis. That is a lower figure “than the overall increase in 
cases over the same period in those states, which was 49 percent, but it was still substantially higher than the 
increase in long-term care cases in the not-hot spot states (about 4 percent: overall cases in those states rose by 
11 percent).” In Texas, fatalities “in nursing homes leapt by more than 60 percent in thal time; Florida also saw a 
20 percent increase.” 


Countries Which Saw Minimal COVID-19 Infections Earlier This Year Seeing New Highs In 
Daily Cases. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Wen, Wang, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that areas such as Australia, 
Hong Kong, and Japan, which had seen minimal COVID-19 cases earlier in the spring and summer, reporied 
new highs in daily infections in the past week, illustrating the difficulty of keeping the virus under control. 


About 4,000 Federal Workers Reportedly Seeking Disability Compensation For Contracting 
Coronavirus At Work. 


The Washington Post (7/27, Yoder, 14.2M) reports that “about 4,000 federal employees are seeking disability 
compensation” because they “contracted the novel coronavirus at work,” and the “survivors of 60 deceased 
employees are seeking death benefits for the same reason.” According to a repori from the Labor Depariment’s 
inspector general, which “amounts to one of the first accountings of the pandemic’s impact on the health of the 
federal workforce,” the total amount “of claims is expected to increase to 6,000 within weeks.” 


San Francisco Nursing Home With No COVID-19 Deaths Reportedly Had The “Right” 
Coronavirus Response, Safety Protocols. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (7/27, Ravani, 2.67M) reports that “in the early days of the pandemic, the prospect 
of a deadly coronavirus surge at Laguna Honda nursing home in San Francisco seemed terrifying — and 
inevitable.” However, “four months into the pandemic, not one Laguna Honda resident or worker has died of 
COVID-19, public health officials say.” Out “of the 727 people living there, 19 have become infected. And of more 
than 1,800 employees, 50 have tested positive.” Advocates for nursing homes “say that with the right response 
and safety protocols, nursing homes can protect residents and workers from the coronavirus — Laguna Honda 
proves that.” 


Minnesota Officials Received Over 80 Complaints About People Not Complying With Mask 
Mandate Over The Weekend. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (7/27, Olson, 1.04M) reports, “State health officials appealed for more wearing of 
masks and social distancing Monday after receiving more than 80 complaints of noncompliance last weekend 
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and a few reports of defiance of Minnesota’s new mask mandate.” Although “surveys show broad support for 
wearing masks to reduce the spread of COVID-19, state Health Commissioner Jan Maicolm said Minnesotans 
need to comply as much as possible to prevent the exponeniial rise in cases happening in other states.” Most “of 
the 80 or so complainis this weekend involved customers or workers not wearing masks, said Kris Ehresmann, 
state infectious disease director.” 


Concert in The Hamptons Draws Outrage, State Investigation After Video Shows Attendees 
Not Adhering To Public Health Precautions. 


The New York Times (7/27, Zaveri, 18.61M} reports, “A charity concert on Saturday night in the Hamptons 
featuring performances from the chief executive of Goldman Sachs and the D.J. duo The Chainsmokers drew 
widespread outrage and a siate investigation after video footage showed attendees appearing to ignore public 
health precautions.” At the concert, guests were supposed fo “be able to sit outside near their parked vehicles in 
spaced-out areas to waich the performances.” However, “the event instead has generated angry social media 
posts, and on Monday it drew the ire of state officials.” In a letter, “New York’s health commissioner, Howard A. 
Zucker, wrote that he was ‘greatly disturbed’ by reporis that showed thousands of people standing close together 
and ‘generally not adhering to social-distancing guidance.” 

Bloomberg (7/28, Natarajan, Gordon, 4.73M) reports Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D)} “said he was appalled by 
‘egregious social distancing violations’ seen in videos of the Saturday night event in Southampton.” He added, 
“We have no tolerance for the illegal & reckless endangerment of public health.” The New York “Depariment of 
Health will lead the inquiry” into the concert. 

The New York Post (7/27, Hogan, Musumeci, 4.57M) also reports on the story. 


Latinos In California More Likely Than Other Demographic Groups In The State To Be “Very 
Worried” About Contracting Coronavirus. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (7/27, Koseff, 2.67M) reports that “well over half of California Latinos are very 
worried that they or someone in their family will get sick from the coronavirus, about double the rate of other 
demographic groups in the state, according to a poll released Monday.” The poll, from the Public Policy Institute 
of California, “found that 61% of Latino adults surveyed are very worried that they or a relative will come down 
with the virus, compared with 28% of white people and African Americans and 37% of Asian Americans.” Latinas 
in California “are also far more concerned that the coronavirus will harm their families financially — 56% said they 
are very worried, while only 31% of African Americans and Asian Americans and 22% of white people feel the 
same.” 


Pinellas County Commission Urges Florida Governor To Help Secure Supply Of Remdesivir 
For Local Hospitals. 

The Tampa Bay (FL) Times (7/27, McManus, 742K} reports that “when hospital leaders last week told the 
Pinellas County Commission how coronavirus cases are straining intensive care units and nursing staffs, they 
said they were finding some relief in one promising drug.” The issue “is that officials from AdveniHealth, BayCare 
and HCA have not been able to secure sufficient quantities of remdesivir, an experimental medicine that has 
reduced coronavirus recovery time in some trials.” For this reason, “Pinellas County Commission Chair Pat 
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Gerard wrote to Gov. Ron DeSantis (R-FL), pleading with him for help in securing a supply, stating that ‘our local 
hospitals are in desperate need for more of the lifesaving drug remdesivir.”” 


Tennessee Teachers Urge Governor To Implement Mask Mandate, Reconsider School 
Reopening. 

The Tennessean (7/27, Mangrum, 458K) reporis, “The evening before Gov. Bill Lee (R} and Tennessee 
Education Commissioner Penny Schwinn are expected to unveil the state’s school reopening plan, dozens of 
teachers in Nashville and other areas of the state are calling on the governor to issue a statewide mask mandate 
and reconsider how schools reopen amid the coronavirus pandemic.” The coalition “is made up of educators and 
parents from Davidson, Rutherford, Sumner and Wilson counties and members of the Metro Nashville Education 
Association.” The group is “calling for Lee to issue a statewide mask mandate, allocate more funding toward 
public education — especially for personal protective equipment for teachers and siudents — and increase funding 
for technology and internet access while students are learning from home.” 


Approximately Two-Thirds Of Public School Students In Connecticut Plan To Return To 
School, Survey Shows. 


The AP (7/27, Collins} reports, “about two-thirds of Connecticut public school students expect to return to classes 
when the new school year begins in about a month, while 81% of teachers anticipate being back in the 
classroom, according to a survey released Monday by state education officials.” The survey “also showed that 
just 54% of students expect to ride a bus to school, and many students and teachers remain unsure about their 
back-to-school plans amid the coronavirus pandemic.” 


Military Medical Professionals Arrive To Assist Staff At Two Los Angeles County Hospitals. 


The Los Angeles Times (7/27, Sheridan, 4.64M) reports, “Medical professionals from the military have arrived in 
Los Angeles County to reinforce the ranks of two hospitals.” Last week, “the Department of Defense sent the Air 
Force teams...to Los Angeles County-USC and Harbor-UCLA medical centers, said Brian Ferguson, a 
spokesperson for the Governor's Office of Emergency Services.” The move is meant “fo shore up staff as the 
hospiiais battle the COVID-19 pandemic.” The teams were “directed to hospiiais struggling with staffing, supplies 
and capacity.” 


Georgia Governor Withdraws Request For Hearing On Atlanta’s Mask Mandate. 


The AP (7/27, Brumback, Amy) reporis Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) “said he’s withdrawing a request for an 
emergency hearing in a lawsuit that aims to block the state’s largest city from ordering peopie to wear masks in 
public or imposing other restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic.” The governor “earlier this month sued 
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms and the City Council, but a spokesman announced late Monday that the 
governor wanted ‘to continue productive, good faith negotiations.” Therefore, Kemp “decided to withdraw the 
requesi for a hearing that was scheduled for Tuesday morning, spokesman Cody Hail said.” 


Nevada Governor Announces Plans To Issue New Reopening Strategy. 


The AP (7/27) reports Gov. Steve Sisolak (D) “announced plans to implement a long-ierm reopening strategy 
that allows for more granular decision-making as the coronavirus continues to spread and leaves Nevada unable 
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to follow tis original reopening plan.” The governor's “new strategy will replace broad guidelines with narrower 
reopening criteria, evalualing data on a business-by-business basis rather than targeting entire industries.” The 
governor “said the new strategy would hone in on municipalities and even individual zip codes instead of 
evaluating data at the county level.” 


Global Alliance Says COVID-19 Vaccine Should Cost No More Than $40 Per Shot. 


Reuters (7/27, Kelland, Steenhuysen) reports that “coordinators of a global coronavirus vaccines funding scheme 
are looking at a wide range of potential prices for COVID-19 shots, with a reported $40 per dose price tag the 
‘highest number’ in that range.” Seth Berkley, chief executive of the GAVI vaccine alliance, “which is co-leading 
the COVAX facility designed to ensure fair global access to COVID-19 shots, said the facility had no specific 
target price and would also seek to negotiate tiered pricing for richer and poorer countries.” According to 
Reuters, COVA is “co-led by GAVI, the World Health Organization and the CEP! Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations and is designed io guarantee fast and equitable access globally to COVID-19 
vaccines once they are developed.” 


EU COVID-19 Vaccine Talks With Pfizer, Other Companies Reportedly Stalling Over Price, 
Liability Issues. 


Reuters (7/27, Guarascio, Pollina} reports, “European efforis to secure potential COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer, 
Sanofi and Johnson & Johnson are mired in wrangles over price, payment method and potential liability costs, 
three EU officials told Reuters.” The European Union is in negotiations “with at least six vaccine makers to 
acquire up front doses of potential shots against the novel coronavirus,” and the “most complex talks appear to 
be with Pfizer and BioNiech which are developing a vaccine using an experimental technology known as 
messenger RNA, or mRNA, which has not been approved for commercial use by medical authorities.” Pfizer and 
BioNiech “are also discussing liability issues with EU negoliators, a fourth person familiar with the talks told 
Reuters.” 


Commentary Emphasizes Need For COVID-19 Vaccine Outreach Campaigns. 


In an op-ed for STAT (7/27, Frist, 24K}, Bill Frist, physician, former Republican Senate majority leader from 
Tennessee, Richard Pan, pediatrician representing Sacramento in the California State Senate and chairs the 
Senate Committee on Health, and Max G. Bronstein, founder of the Journal of Science Policy & Governance 
argue that in order for the US to beat COVID-19, it will need a strong outreach campaign for any future vaccines. 
They warn that “our nation is hurtling toward a fulure where our scientific prowess makes preventing Covid-19 
possible yet a substantial proportion of Americans may be unwilling to accept or avail themselves of these 
scientific breakthroughs, thereby continuing to fuel the global pandemic.” To this end, they say, “We must...invesi 
in grassroots public outreach campaigns to communities in which vaccine hesitancy and skepticism are 
prevalent.” 


Coronavirus Vaccines May Have Side Effects, Scientists Say. 


STAT (7/27, Branswell, 24K} reports coronavirus vaccines may be “reaciogenic,” meaning they could cause 
“shori-term discomfort” in some recipients, such as headaches, fevers, chills, fatigue, and sore arms. STAT 


GADB0000002544 


quotes several experts discussing the importance of informing people about the potential side effects of 
coronavirus vaccines. 


Direct Cardiac Involvement In COVID-19 Could Lead To Long-Lasting Complications, 
Studies Find. 


STAT (7/27, Cooney, 24K) reports two studies from Germany published in JAMA cardiology “paint a sobering 
picture of the toll that Covid-19 takes on the heart, raising the specter of long-term damage after peaple recover, 
even ff their illness was not severe enough to require hospitalization.” 

MedPage Today (7/27, Lou, 75K) says that for one study, researchers reported that autopsies of patients 
with COVID-19 “frequently turned up viral infection of the heart, but without an influx of inflammatory ceils.” In the 
other study, researchers “found that many patients who recovered from COVID-19 still had abnormal cardiac 
MRI findings consistent with active inflammation at a median 71 days after viral diagnosis.” 

The Hill (7/27, Guzman, 2.98M) also covers the studies. 


Biocad In Talks To Produce Potential COVID-19 Vaccine In China. 


Reuters (7/27, tvanova) reports biotech Biocad “Is discussing producing in China a potential COVID-19 vaccine 
being developed by Russia’s Vector state virology institute, the director of the St Petersburg-based company 
said in an interview.” Based on the vesicular siomatitis virus, the potential vaccine will enter clinical trials in mid- 
August and “is one of six vaccine prototypes the Vector Institute is developing.” 


Emergent BioSolutions Signs $174 Million Agreement With AstraZeneca For Coronavirus 
Vaccine Candidate. 


Reuters (7/27, Roy) reports Emergent BioSolutions “signed a $174 million agreement with AstraZeneca to 
develop and manufacture the British drugmaker’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate.” Last month, AstraZeneca 
“sicked Emergent to help produce 300 million doses of its potential COVID-19 vaccine pledged to the United 
States.” 

FiercePharma (7/27, Blankenship} reports, “The newest deal cores under the umbreila of the Trump 
administration’s Warp Speed initiative to rapidly develop and distribute effective COVID-19 vaccines to the U.S. 
public at no cost. The federal government separately agreed to pay Emergent $628 million in June to build 
capacity and reserve manufacturing space at the CDMO’s Bayview plant to help produce targeted vaccine 
candidates.” HHS has designated the facility “as a Center for Innovation in Advanced Development and 
Manufacturing.” 


Pfizer, BioNTech To Begin Global Study Of Their Lead Coronavirus Vaccine Candidate. 


Reuters (7/27, Chander, O'Donnell} reports Pfizer and BioNTech “said on Monday they would begin a pivotal 
global study to evaluate their lead COVID-19 vaccine candidate.” If the stucly “is successful, the companies could 
submit the vaccine for regulatory approval as early as October, pulling them on track to supply up to 100 million 
doses by the end of 2020 and 1.3 billion by the end of 2021.” The study “is expected to include about 120 sites 
globally and could include up to 30,000 participants” and will “include regions heavily impacted by COVID-19.” 
STAT (7/27, Ross, 241<} reports the pair “always said that they planned fo pick from among four different 
candidates, all of which use a technology called messenger RNA to product a protein on SARS-CoV-2, the virus 
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that causes Covid-19." The vaccine “is designed to lead the immune system to recognize the proiein, and, itis 
hoped, to attack the virus.” Philip Dormitzer, “a Pfizer vice president in charge of vaccines, said the selected 
vaccine appears to generate a stronger response, in part because it includes more of the spike protein.” This 
feature “could mean less variability in how people respond to the vaccine,” and it “also seemed to cause fewer 
side effecis.” 

Among other outlets reporting are Bloomberg (7/27, Griffin, 4.73M), CNBC (7/27, Lovelace, 3.62M)}, 
Bloomberg Law (7/27, Govind, Subscription Publication, 4K}, and Seeking Alpha (7/27, Aycock, 312K}. 


Philippines Asks China For Access To Its Potential COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Mandhana, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte has asked Chinese President Xi Jinping for China’s assistance in gaining access to its potential 
COVID-19 vaccine. 


SinoVac’s COVID-19 Vaccine Begins Phase 3 Trials In Brazil. 


TIME (7/27, Campbell, 18.47M) reporis Chinese biotech firm SinoVac’s COVID-19 vaccine, called CoronaVac, 
“began phase 3 trials involving 9,000 volunteers in Brazil last week.” The article adds thal “creating an effective 
vaccine fs just a third of the battle,” and that “the other two prongs of vaccine development are production 
capacity and getting regulatory approval.” There are conversations about streamlining the regulatory process, 
which would presently require every nation’s FDA equivalent to approve CoronaVac independently. 


Columnist Says Vaccine Nationalism Complicates COVID-19 Vaccine Race. 


Foreign affairs columnist lan Bremmer writes in TIME (7/27, Brermmer, 18.47M) that “governments and 
pharmaceuticals around the world have joined forces to discover and develop a vaccine” against COVID-19 “at 
breakneck speeds...costs and safety protocols be damned for some.” Bremmer explores how “vaccine 
nationalism’ is complicating efforts to develop such a vaccine. 


Trump Criticizes Governors For Reopening Economies “Too Slowly” Amid Pandemic. 


Bloomberg (7/27, Parker, Fabian, 4.73M) reporis President Trump “said a number of governors are moving too 
slowly to open their states’ economies amid the coronavirus pandemic — a shift from last week when he praised 
social distancing measures and state executives.” On Monday, Trump told reporters, “l really do believe a lot of 
the governors should be opening up states that they are not opening. ... And we'll see what happens with them.” 
The President “didn’t single out any states or governors for criticism Monday.” 


WPost Analysis: Allies, Opponents Agree Confronting Pandemic Will Help Trump Regain 
Political Footing. 


A Washington Post (7/27, Parker, Rucker, 14.2M) analysis says, “Both President Trump’s advisers and 
operatives laboring to defeat him increasingly agree on one thing: The best way for him fo regain his political 
footing is to wrest control of the coronavirus.” Furthermore, “both allies and opponents agree he has failed at the 
one task that could help him achieve all of his goals — confronting the pandemic with a clear strategy and 
consistent leadership.” Those close to the President, “many speaking anonymously to share candid discussions 
and impressions, say the president's inability to wholly address the crisis is due to his almost pathological 
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unwillingness to admit error; a posilive feedback loop of overly rosy assessmenis and daia from advisers and 
Fox News; and a penchant for magical thinking that prevented him from fully engaging with the pandemic.” 


Atlanta Mayor Criticizes Trump’s Push For Schools To Reopen. 


The Hill (7/27, Klar, 2.98M) reports, “Adanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms (D) criticized President Trump's push 
for schools to reopen in the fall amid surging coronavirus cases — as both a lawmaker and a mother.” On 
Monday, Bottoms said, “As a mother of four children | do not trust this president with their lives.” She added, “As 
we contemplate sending our children back into school this is what our teachers, our custodians, our bus drivers 
and so many others in schools will face — children who are asymptomatic who may unintentionally infect those 
who don’t have the ability ward off this virus.” 


Opinion Video: Other Countries Not Impressed With US’ Coronavirus Response. 


in a New York Times (7/27, 18.67M) Opinion Video, filmmaker Brendan Miller and Opinion Video producer Adam 
Westbrook asked what the US’ coronavirus pandemic response looks like “to young people around the world, 
whose governments moved quickly and aggressively to contain the” virus. To find out, Miller and Westbrook 
“showed people around the world the facts and figures on how the U.S. has handled the pandemic.” The authors 
add, “Spoiler: They were not impressed.” The authors then highlight the responses by several countries in 
comparison to the US. 


Senators Call On Trump To Push States To Reopen Churches Or Face Coronavirus Aid 
Restrictions. 


The Salt Lake (UT) Tribune (7/27, Davidson, 224K) reports Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) “is leading a call for President 
Donald Trump to push states and local governmenis to allow churches to reopen, or face restriclions on any 
forthcoming COVID-19 relief funding.” The letter signed by mulliple senators “complains that some governments 
are not allowing churches to meet or to restrict practices or gathering sizes ~ even if they use masks and social 
distancing — while many businesses are allowed to open in similar circurnstances.” In addition, the letter “urges 
Trump to ‘consider taking additional measures within your authority’ to ensure that churches may reopen as they 
follow appropriate guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” 


Poll Finds 79% Of Americans Support A National Mask Mandate Amid Rising Coronavirus 
Cases. 


The Hill (7/27, Manchester, 2.98M) reporis, “A vast majority of voters say they support a national face mask 
mandate amid skyrocketing coronavirus cases in parts of the United States that have the nation going in the 
wrong direction compared to many other couniries.” The recent “Harvard CAPS/Hartis poll released exclusively 
to The Hil found that 79 percent of respondenis said they would support such a mandate, while another 70 


% 


percent said they supported the idea of local governments imposing fees on individuals who do not wear masks. 
Louisville Hospital System Accuses Federal Government Of Steering COVID-19 Testing 
Supplies To Other States. 


The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (7/27, Schneider, 368K) reports “frustrated executives at Louisville’s largest 
hospital system,” Norton Healthcare, “are accusing the federal government of steering COVID-19 test supplies to 
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other siaies, cutting lis ability to provide cornmunily testing in Kentucky and in-house testing for its patients.” Ina 
Friday letter “to U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth, Norion Healthcare Chief Medical Officer Dr. Steve Hester said the 
health system is ‘reaching the apex of our ability to perform adequate testing for COVID-19 in our clinical 
laboratories ... due to reallocation of testing supplies by the federal governrnent.” On Monday, Yarmuth 
“said...he’s aware of the problems” and “added that federal agencies, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, as well as the Federal Emergency Management Agency, which has been tasked with leading the 
national emergency response, are ‘incompetent.” 


Krugman: Republicans’ Selfishness Is Killing US Amid Pandemic. 


Paul Krugman writes in his column for the New York Times (7/27, 18.61M), “America’s response to the 
coronavirus has been a lose-lose proposilion.” Krigman argues that “there’s a deeper explanation of the 
profoundly self-destructive behavior of [President] Trump and his allies: They were all members of America’s cult 
of selfishness.” Krugman continues that “the modern U.S. right is committed to the proposition that greed is 
good, that we’re all better off when individuals engage in the untrammeled pursuit of self-interest.” Krugman 
concludes what the pandernic “has revealed is the power of America’s cult of selfishness. And this cult is killing 


" 


us. 


WPost: US Could See Normalcy By October If Persuasive Leadership Was Not Lacking. 


In an editorial, the Washington Post (7/27, 14.2M) criticizes the Trump Administration’s coronavirus pandemic 
response, and says that “the experience of other nations in fighting outbreaks ~ even raging outbreaks — should 
make Americans realize: It doesn’t have to be this way.” The Post adds the US “could tamp down the wildfires of 
virus in two months,” as “two prominent public health experts have suggested that with a concerted effort, the 
United States could reach near normal by Oct. 1.” To do so “would require persuasive leadership — the kind that 
has been lacking for so many months,” the Post concludes. 


Op-Ed: Mask Mandates Must Be Enforced In Order To Work. 


In an op-ed for the Washington Post (7/27, 14.2M), Miami Mayor Francis Suarez and University of Washington 
Medical Center assistant professor of health metrics sciences and pulmonary/critical care medicine Vin Gupta 
write, “We are at war with a silent and ruthless enemy, and mask mandates are among our best weapons to win 
the fight. But they have to have teeth to work.” The authors highlight Miami’s recent measures to enforce the 
mask mandate and conclude the US “should follow Miami’s example. Governors have the ability to institute a 
mandatory mask policy with enforcement, and mayors have the responsibility io ensure effective 
implementation.” 


CNN Analysis: GOP Senators In Difficult Reelection Races Realize Fate Is Tied To Trump’s 
Standing. 


A CNN (7/27, Raju, Rogers, 83.16M) analysis say, “In the run-up to the 2014 midterm elections, Republican 
David Perdue excoriated President Barack Obama over his handling of the Ebola outbreak ~— contending that 
Obama had ‘failed to lead’ and ‘took a serious threat far too lightly.” Now, “Perdue, a first-term senator, is on the 
ballot again in Georgia,” but has praised President Trump, “even as the President has repeatedly downplayed 
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the coronavirus.” CNN adds, “Perdue’s comments are a reflection of how GOP senators in difficult reelection 
races recognize that their fate is tied in large part to the President's standing heading into November.” 


Archdiocese Of Cincinnati Releases Guidance For Schools To Reopen In Fall. 


The Cincinnati Enquirer (7/27, Knight, 223K) reports, “The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has released guidance for 
the 107 schools it serves fo reopen this fall with COVID-19 precautions in place.” The document “said studenis 
must have their temperatures checked daily and that masks must be worn when studenis are moving from place 
to place, even within classrooms.” The Enquirer adds, “Each school administration is being tasked with creating 
their own specific policies thai are in line with the guidance from the Ohio Department of Health, OSHA and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” 


Michigan Rolls Out Inspections, Resources For High-Risk Businesses To Increase 
Compliance With Coronavirus Rules. 


MLive (Ml) (7/27, Gibbons, 925K) reports, “The Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration is rolling 
out cornpliance inspections and additional resources for businesses at higher risk for COVID-19 spread.” The 
agency “announced the launch of a new program Monday aimed al increasing compliance with the state’s 
COVID-19 prevention rules in bars, restauranis, retail stores and other businesses where employees frequenily 
interact with members of the public.” In “response to a recent uptick in COVID-19 cases, MIOSHA will conduct 
spot checks of high-traffic businesses, both randomly and by referral, ‘to review how rules are being followed, 
educate and enhance compliance,’ according to a MIOSHA press release about the program.” 


Tennessee Governor Says State Will Not Close Bars, Limit Restaurant Capacity Following 
Birx’s Recommendation. 


The Tennessean (7/27, Kelman, 458K) reports that on Monday, White House Coronavirus Response 
Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx “said...that Tennessee should close bars and limit indoor restaurant dining to 
prevent a looming escalation of the coronavirus outbreak.” Following her recommendation, Gov. Bill Lee “said he 
had no plans to follow this recommendation,” and “said he would not close bars or limit restaurants or give 
county mayors the authorily to take these actions locally.” 


Report Finds North Carolina Accumulated More Than $300M In Coronavirus-Related Costs 
During First Four Months Of Pandemic. 


The Center Square (NC) (7/27, Daniel) reports, “North Carolina accumulated more than $300 million in COVID- 
19-related costs during the first four months of the pandemic, according to a report sent to the federal 
government.” The article adds, “The interim expense report, which runs from March 1 through June 30, specifies 
the costs by categories,” and “comes a month after the General Assembly approved a second coronavirus relief 
package for the state.” The state’s “second-largest expense was public health as the state fights ic contain the 
novel coronavirus.” 


New Hampshire Education Officials Say Additional Federal Aid Needed To Respond To 
Pandemic. 
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The AP (7/27, Ramer) reporis, “Education officials struggling to line up transportation, technology and teaching 
staff for the upcoming school year in New Hampshire toid U.S. Sen. Maggie Hassan [D] on Monday that they 
need more money from Washington to respond to the coronavirus pandemic.” Hassan “held an online discussion 
that included a superintendent, principal, teacher, parent and others involved in the reopening of schools.” During 
the discussion, several individuals “said their communities are working on plans that would involve either remote 
learning or hybrid models in which groups of students would take turns being in their classrooms.” 


South Dakota Governor Announces Training Program For Residents Who Lost Jobs Due To 
Pandemic. 


The AP (7/27) reports that on Monday, South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem “announced a program to offer training at 
the staie’s technical colleges for people who have lost their jobs due to the coronavirus pandemic.” Noem 
“described the program, called UpSkill, as a pathway to ‘a new career path as we get back to normal.” The new 
“program will work with the state’s four technical colleges to offer certificate programs in fields like business, 
health care and manufacturing,” and those “who qualify for the program will be able to attend ‘at little or no cost,’ 
according to a news release from the governor’s office.” 


Pennsylvania Superintendents Urge State To Provide More Specifics, Help To Reopen 
Schools. 


The AP (7/27, Rubinkam, Scolforo) reports, “Pennsylvania’s existing reopening guidance for schools is too 
vague, and superintendents and school boards need more specifics from the state Department of Health about 
how to do it safely, a superintendents group said Monday following a call with Wolf administration officials.” The 
officials “asked for more concrete recommendations from the administration of Gov. Tom Wolf as they make 
decisions on how, and whether, to welcome students back to the classroom this fall, including what to do Ifa 
teacher or student tests positive for the coronavirus.” Several “school boards across the state plan to vote on 
their reopening plans in the next week or two, and public meetings held to discuss the details have shown the 
public to be deeply divided on how to proceed.” 


Arkansas Cites Music Festival For Violating Coronavirus Safety Rules. 


The AP (7/27, Demillo} reports the Peacemaker Music Festival in Arkansas “that attracted thousands of people 
over the weekend was cited by the state for violating coronavirus safety rules after attendees were seen not 
wearing masks or following social distancing requirements.” The Arkansas Alcohol Beverage Control “cited 
organizers of the" festival, which “more than 2,500 people attended...the Times Record newspaper in Fort Smith 
reported.” In June, state health officials “approved organizers’ plan for the event,” however, agency spokesman 
Scott Hardin said that “there were ultimately not enough staffers or volunteers to address each individual 
concem.” 


Mississippi Health Officials Consider Opening Pop-Up Facilities As ICUs Fill With 
Coronavirus Patients. 


The AP (7/27, Willingham) reports, “As intensive care units fill up at hospitals in Mississippi, state health officials 
are considering opening pop-up facilities to provide more beds for coronavirus patients,” but they “say the quality 
of care at those facilities won't be what people are used to.” Last week, Gov. Tate Reeves said, “If we need sort 
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of a mash-style hundred-bed facility, where we are putting patients, we will take the necessary steps to do that.” 
State health officials “said they are going to try to find open space in hospitals for additional beds before moving 
patients elsewhere.” 


Students In Jefferson City, Georgia To Resume In-Person Instruction Friday. 


The New York Times (7/27, Fausset, 18.61M) reports that as other school disiricts across Georgia “delayed their 
back-to-school days or moved to all-remote learning” amid rising coronavirus cases, Jefferson City “school 
officials announced they were sticking with their Friday start date, one of the earliest in the nation.” Furthermore, 
“while school officials said they would ‘strongly encourage’ masks for students and teachers, they stopped short 
of making masks mandatory.” The city’s “reopening plans have starkly divided Jefferson, a middle-class city of 
about 12,000 people, offering a likely preview of the contentious debates ahead for many other communities 
whose school years start closer to the end of summer.” 


California Governor Asks State Legislature For $52M To Aid Coronavirus Response In 
Central Valley. 


The Los Angeles Times (7/27, Gutierrez, 4.64M) reports California Gov. Gavin Newsom “said Latinos in the 
Ceniral Valley have been disproportionately harmed by the spread of COVID-19, prompting the governor to send 
‘strike teams’ to eight counties while asking the California Legislature to approve $52 million to improve testing, 
tracing and isolation protocols in those regions.” The governor “said the targeted approach on eight counties — 
San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings and Tulare, and Kern counties ~ comes as the siate is 
seeing widening disparities in deaths and infections of Latinos statewide.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle (7/27, Koseff, Allday, 2.67M) reports, “The $52 million in the state effort aimed 
at the Central Valley counties is the first chunk of a 5499 million grant from the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Newsom said.” Furthermore, Newsom “said it would be targeted at ‘improving testing’ by 
providing more supplies and obtaining faster results, providing backup for health care workers and improving 
quarantine options in the region.” 


States Attempt To Keep Coronavirus Out By Enacting Restrictions On Visitors. 


The Washington Post (7/27, A1, Brulliard, Weiner, 14.2M) reports, “Leaders in many places have adopted 
strategies aimed at thwarting the [coronavirus] roving, borderless nature.” In the US, for instance, “states 
including Connecticut and New York now require many travelers entering the state to quarantine, and some 
regions, including Native American reservations, have set up checkpoints or turned away visitors.” 


To Boost Tourism, Maine Republicans Want To Ease Restrictions On Entry To State. 


The AP (7/27, Whittle) reports, “Maine Republicans and hospitality and business groups said Monday the state 
should ease restrictions on entry into the state fo try to save what's left of the summer tourism season.” This 
“push for reopening earned a swift rebuke from Democratic Gov. Janet Mills, who said the Republicans ‘care 
more about Massachusetts money than the life of a Maine person.” Currently, “travelers from Massachusetts 
must...quarantine for lwo weeks or provide documentation of a negative coronavirus test if they visit Maine,” but 
“Maine Legislative Republicans said Monday the state should add Massachusetts and Rhode Isiand io its list of 
states exempted from the restrictions.” 
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Despite Orders To Limit Crowds, Thousands Attend Minnesota Rodeo. 


The AP (7/27) reports, “Thousands showed up for what is known as Minnesota's largest outdoor rodeo, packing 
the stands for the three-day event despite orders to limit crowds because of the coronavirus pandemic.” The 
state’s “Department of Health and the state Atlorney General's Office imposed a spectator limit at the event.” 
However, “the stands remained full or nearly full for the three days of the 65th annual North Star Stampede 
Rodeo in Effie in northern Minnesota, the Star Tribune reported.” 


Gym Owners In New Jersey Arrested For Violating Governor’s Coronavirus Order. 


Bloomberg (7/27, Young, 4.73M) reports, “Two men were arrested Monday after police found their New Jersey 
gym open, the latest in their months-long series of challenges to Governor Phil Murphy's closing of such 
businesses to slow the spread of the coronavirus.” Each man “was charged with fourth-degree contempt, 
obstruction and violation of a disaster-control act,” and “they could get fined as much as $1,000 and sentenced to 
six months in jail.” According to Bloomberg, “The men have become fixtures on Fox News, raising more than 
$100,000 for their legal defense by arguing that enthusiasts of bench presses and elliptical machines should be 
free from public health orders, and that Murphy's emergency measures are ravaging srnall businesses.” 


Most Office Workers Have Not Returned To Workplace In Manhattan. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Grant, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that in Manhattan, less than 10% 
of office workers have returned to their workplaces now that New York has allowed businesses to return to their 
buildings. The WSJournal highlights a variety of companies in New York City and their policies about returning to 
offices during the pandemic. 


DC Mayor’s Quarantine Orders Take Effect Monday. 


The Washington Post (7/27, Hedgpeth, Zauzmer, 14.2M) reports, “An order from D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser 
(D) went into effect Monday that puts restrictions on anyone coming into Washington from a state that's 
considered high-risk due to its coronavirus outbreak.” Bowser’s “order says those who come to the District after 
‘nonessential activities’ in one of the high-risk states are required to self-quarantine for two weeks.” Those 
“vhose travels outside the District - or arrival in the District - are for the purpose of ‘essential travel’ are required 
to watch for symptoms of coronavirus for 14 days,” and “if they have symptoms, they're expected to self- 
quarantine and get medical attention.” 


Florida Judge Upholds Palm Beach County Ordinance Mandating Face Masks In Public 
Places. 


The AP (7/27, Spencer) reports, “A Florida judge on Monday upheld a county’s coronavirus ordinance that 
requires masks be worn in public places like stores, saying government officials have the authority to protect 
their residents from the spread of infectious diseases.” Noting the recent increase in cases and deaths in Palm 
Beach County, Circuit Judge John Kastrenakes “rejected the challengers’ claim that the recently enacted 
ordinance violates their rights to privacy and personal autonomy.” Former CDC epidemiologist Dr. Roger Shapiro 
“said Monday itis unclear when Florida will get iis coronavirus outbreak under control.” 
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Some Researchers Believe Pooled Coronavirus Testing May Help Increase Capacity In 
Many States. 


The New York Times (7/27, Bui, Kliff, Sanger-Katz, 18.61M) reports, “Americans are waiting longer to get their 
coronavirus test results, with major labs reporting turnaround times as long as two weeks.” Testing capacity 
hasn't kept “pace with increased demand, but public health researchers think they have a way to quickly and 
sharply increase capacity in many states.” Rather than “running a test for each person, laboratories could pool 
together tests from small groups of people and analyze them all at once.” Recently, “the Food and Drug 
Administration has allowed a major medical laboratory to pool coronavirus tests.” However, one researcher “said 
his team started missing some weak positive results when it went higher than a five-test pool using a test 
developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “so “his team is now investigating whether pooled 
versions of other testing protocols could get larger and stay accurate.” 


Op-Ed: America’s COVID-19 Response Failings Must Be Addressed In Order To 
Successfully Bring Vaccine To Bedside. 


iran op-ed for The Los Angeles Times (7/27, 4.64M), resident physician Daniel L. Liebman and resident 
surgeon Nisarg A. Patel write, “In Washingion and on Wall Street, hopes for full social and economic recovery 
from the pandemic now hinge on the development of a coronavirus vaccine.” Liebman and Patel ask, “The 
United States’ largely uncoordinated and haphazard response to COVID-19 raises a crucial question: Even if we 
do develop a successful vaccine, is the government even capable of getting it to the people in time?” They 
conclude, “Last week's promising results from three separate vaccine candidates are reason for optimism. But 
America’s COVID-19 response has been largely defined by sluggishness and decentralization,” and “we have to 
address those failings if this country is to succeed in bringing a vaccine from the laboratory bench to the 
bedside.” 


Coronavirus-Associated Hunger Leading To Death Of 10,000 More Children Each Month 
Over First Year Of Pandemic. 

The AP (7/27, Hinnant, Mednick) reporis “coronavirus and its restrictions are pushing already hungry 
communities over the edge, cutting off meager farms from markets and isolating villages from food and medical 
aid.” Coronavirus-associated “hunger is leading to the deaths of 10,000 more children a month over the first year 
of the pandemic, according to an urgent call to action from the United Nations shared with The Associated Press 
ahead of its publication in the Lancet medical journal.” Moreover, an additional “550,000 additional children each 
month are being struck by what is called wasting, according to the U.N.” 


Disney World Delays Reopening Of Some Of Its Resort Hotels. 


USA Today (7/27, Tate, 10.31M) reports “Disney World has delayed the reopening of some of its resort hotels 
and is keeping others closed that were scheduled to reopen as coronavirus cases continue their upward trend in 
Florida.” 


US Health Insurers Want Policy Concerns Addressed Amid Push To Extend Telehealth 
Services Granted Amid Pandemic. 
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Reuters (7/27, Madonna) reports, “U.S. healthcare providers and some lawmakers want to extend a regulatory 
accommodation for telehealth services granted during the COVID-19 pandemic,” but health insurers, meanwhile, 
“want policymakers to manage concerns regarding its overuiilization and to redefine healthcare-provider state 
licensing requirements.” Reuters adds, “Growth in the use of telehealth services has skyrocketed during the 
pandemic as the Trump administration considerably relaxed regulations pertaining to the use and reimbursement 
for telehealth in the Medicare program.” Health insurers do support “calls fo extend this regulatory flexibility given 
to telehealth but urge caution in developing policies.” 


Colleges Rolling Out New Technology To Support Mostly Online Fall Semester. 


Bloomberg (7/27, Tribbitt, 4.73M) reports “colleges are rolling out new technology for a mostly online semester 
that begins next month.” However, “without technological updates that make the online classroom more 
accessible and enjoyable, there’s no guarantee studenis will stay at their institutions.” For this reason, “some are 
considering a gap semester or two, withholding tuition payments or transferring.” 


Researchers, Companies Testing Al To Aid COVID-19 Diagnosis From Lung Images. 


STAT (7/27, Ross, 24K) reports “a number of researchers and companies are already testing the ability of Al 
systems to aid diagnosis of [COVID-19] from lung images, and with the data on patients flowing more freely, 
researchers...say they can begin to build more reliable Al models that seek to predict the severity of disease, 
gauge patients’ response to various treatments, and determine whether they are likely to need a ventilator or 
transfer to an intensive care unit.” According to some radiologists, “demand for such Al-powered tools may 
increase significantly in the months ahead, as surging numbers of infections threaten to strain medical resources 
in the United States and around the globe.” 

The New York Times (7/27, Bosman, 18.61M) reports similarly that “sophisticated data-gathering operations 
by newspapers, research universities and volunteers have sprung up in response to the pandemic, monitoring 
and collecting coronavirus metrics around the clock.” 


Employers Considering Asking Employees To Sign COVID-19 Liability Waivers, But Experts 
Say They Are Unenforceable. 


Kaiser Health News (7/27, Meyer) reporis that as employers “across the country ask employees to return to the 
workplace, many have considered and some are requiring employees to sign” lability “waivers, employment 
lawyers say.” In response, “many employees, mostly lower-wage and minority workers in essential jabs, are 
calling lawyers to complain about the waivers.” So far, “only a few employers have forced employees to sign 
liability waivers, at least partly because these waivers likely would be held unenforceable by courts, lawyers who 
represent employers say.” One additional “reason they are considered unenforceable: Workers who get sick or 
injured on the job generally are compensated through state workers’ compensation systems rather than through 
the courts, and state laws don’t allow employers to force employees to sign away their right to pursue workers’ 
comp claims.” 


Lawmakers Introduce Bill To Keep Federal Communications Commission’s COVID-19 
Telehealth Program Going. 
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mHealth Intelligence (7/27, Wicklund) reporis “lawmakers have followed up on their request io keep the Federal 
Communications Commission’s COVID-19 Telehealth Program going with a bill aimed at adding more funding to 
the now-shuttered program.” To this end, “US Reps. Abigail Spanberger (D-VA) and Dusiy Johnson (R-SD) have 
introduced a bill that would give the program an FY 2020 supplemental appropriation of $200 million, effectively 
refurbishing a $200 million program thai ran out of money earlier this month.” The funding would continue to 
“remain available until expended,” and then it “would be used to continue the program's goals of supporting 
telehealth and mHealih programs addressing the coronavirus pandemic.” 


Summer Camps Deciding Whether To Open, Go Virtual During Pandemic. 


The AP (7/27, Drew) reports on summer carps dilemma of whether or not to open and if they should go virtual. 
On this issue, “the American Camping Association (ACA) issued a COVID-19 Resource Guide to help camps 
work through the decision of whether or not to open.” For camps “that do, the Centers for Disease Control has 
recommendations for operating.” 


Companies Being Forced To Deal With High Cost Of Using More Cloud Computing Amid 
Pandemic. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Tilley, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the coronavirus pandemic is 
making businesses more dependent on cloud-computing and forcing companies to deal with the associated 
costs. 


Researchers Think Masks May Lessen Severity Of Coronavirus Symptoms, Possibly Stave 
Off Infection Entirely. 


The New York Times (7/27, Wu, 18.61M) reports “experts are pointing to an array of evidence suggesting that 
masks...protect the people wearing them [from coronavirus], lessening the severity of symptoms, or in some 
instances, staving off infection entirely.” Researchers at the University of California, San Francisco “make this 
argument in a new paper slated to be published in the Journal of General Internal Medicine.” Based on findings 
“from animal experiments and observations of various events during the pandemic, they contend that people 
wearing face coverings will take in fewer coronavirus particles, making it easier for their immune systems to bring 
any interlopers io heel.” 


NYC Health Officials Trying To Improve Coronavirus Testing Wait Times. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Li, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports New York City health officials are 
trying to improve wait times for coronavirus tests which they view as essential to curbing the spread of 
coronavirus as New Yorkers go out to restaurants, stores and other public spaces. 


US States Examining Their Own COVID-19 Indicators To Make Decisions On Re-Closing. 


The Wail Street Journal (7/28, Mann, Prang, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis that states in the US are 
examining their own coronavirus indicators when making decisions about re-closing parts of their economies 
amid the pandemic. States are mostly making decisions on restaurant dining and large social gatherings on their 
own. 
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Las Vegas Health Officials Warn About Spike In Fentanyl Deaths. 


The AP (7/27) reports “health officials in Las Vegas warned Monday of a spike in deaths involving the powerful 
synthetic opioid fentanyl and similar drugs, saying the region has had more than twice as many fentanyl 
overdoses this year than last year.” 


FDA Clears Zebra Medical Vision’s Al Mammography Tool. 


Reuters (7/27, Cohen} reports the FDA cleared Zebra Medical Vision’s HealthMammo product, which uses Al “to 
prioritize and identify suspicious mammograms.” The Israeli company “said its technology can help clear the 
backlog of mammograms that has resulted from the coronavirus crisis, which forced many tests to be postponed 
or cancelled.” 

FierceBiotech (7/27, Hale) also covers the story. 


Nursing Homes Have Rarely Faced Penalties For Serious Misuses Of Antipsychotic Drugs, 
Report Says. 


NPR (7/28, Jaffe, 3.12M} reports that nearly “300,000 nursing home residents are given antipsychotic drugs each 
week, even though most have no psychosis to justify it.” However, “since the beginning of the Trump 
administration, nursing homes have rarely paid a price for even the most serious misuse of the drugs.” Thai is 
“according to a new report out Tuesday from health researchers for Rep. Richard Neal, D-Mass., chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee.” The study's lead author “found that citations for over-prescribing 
antipsychotics to nursing home residents declined significantly between the end of the Obama administration and 
the first half of the Trump administration.” 


Michigan Officials Confirm State’s First Case Of Acute Flaccid Myelitis This Year. 


The Detroit News (7/27, Ramirez, 825K) reports “a Macomb County child has contracted Michigan’s first 2020 
case of acute flaccid myelitis, state officials said.” Health officials “also said they are investigating two additional 
suspected cases of the rare disease.” 


Florida Reports First Locally Acquired Case of West Nile Virus Since 2018. 


The Palm Beach (FL) Post (7/27, Winston, 223K) reports “the Florida Department of Health in Palm Beach 
County reported the first locally acquired case of West Nile Virus, an illness spread by mosquitoes, on Monday.” 
This marks the “first confirmed case of a potentially fatal mosquito-borne illness since 2018 was recorded in 
Palm Beach County, according to the Florida Department of Health.” 


AstraZeneca To Buy Cancer Drug DS-1062 From Daiichi Sankyo In Up To $6B Deal. 


Reuters (7/27, Aripaka) reports, “AstraZeneca could pay up to $6 billion to Japan’s Dalichi Sankyo fo develop 
and market a type of targeted cancer treatment in the second multi-billion dollar cancer drug collaboration 
between the two companies.” AstraZeneca “said on Monday it would pay Daiichi an upfront payment of $7 billion 
for DS-1062, a type of antibody drug conjugate (ADC}. The remaining amount will be paid when regulatory and 
sales milestones are achieved.” DS-1062 “targets the TROP2 protein on cancer cell surfaces — typically seen in 
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up to 80% of patients with tripie-negative breast cancer and also has been identified in a majority of non-small 
cell lung cancers.” 

Bloomberg (7/27, Fourcade, 4.73M) reporis, “AstraZeneca is forging ahead to become a global oncology 
powerhouse, even as it works on a vaccine for the coronavirus pandemic.” 

Among additional news outlets also reporting are the Financial Times (7/27, Mancini, Inagaki, Subscription 
Publication, 1.34M}, the Wall Street Journal (7/27, Stiff, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), FierceBiotech (7/27, 
Taylor}, MedCity News (7/27, DeArment). 


Pharmaceutical Industry Re-Evaluating Dependence On China For Global Supply Chain. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Wong, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the pandemic has forced many 
couniries to re-evaluate their drug supply chains’ dependency on China. The article suggests India may gain an 
advantage from these concerns, but only over time and with a lot of patience. 


Opinion: Racial Disparities In Medical Schools Must Be Addressed. 


In an op-ed for the New York Times (7/27, 18.61M), Damon Tweedy is an associate professor of psychiatry at 
Duke University School of Medicine, discusses what he claims to be a persistent issue of racism in medical 
schools in the US. He writes, “Racial health disparities can’t change until the health system changes itself. 
Starting that transformation means shifting the way that medical students are taught the interplay between race 
and health. For far too long, medical schools have neglected to tackle the full complexity of race in their 
curriculums. And two problematic, longstanding prejudices have filled that vacuum and impeded progress.” 
These including “the focus on race as a category signifying distinct biological difference’ and the field’s 
“eagerness to ascribe health differences primarily to Black people’s supposed pathological misbehavior.” He 
concludes, “A profession sworn fo heal can no longer passively accept the inequities it has witnessed for 
decades — or the hand that it has played in them.” 


Pharma Lobbyists Refuse White House Meeting After Trump’s Order On Prices. 


Politico (7/27, Owermohle, 4.29M) reporis “a White House meeting with top pharmaceutical executives that 
President Donald Trump promised for Tuesday is off, five industry sources familiar with discussions told 
POLITICO.” The article adds “three said the drug-pricing discussion was canceled because the major drug 
lobbies, reeling from Friday’s cluster of executive orders on the topic, refused to send any members.” 

The Washington Examiner (7/27, Doyle, 448K} says “drug companies have criticized the move to tie certain 
drug costs to overseas pricing, which is known as the ‘mosi favored nations’ rule.” A White House official told the 
Examiner, “The White House has been more than accommodating in atternpts to schedule this meeting.” 

The Hill (7/27, Sullivan, 2.98M) reports “a pharmaceutical industry source said ‘there was concern that this 
would not have been a productive meeting’ and that companies are still discussing how to move forward” after 
Trump’s orders. 

Reuters (7/27, Chander, Holland, O'Donnell) also reports. 


Trump Touts Florida Governor’s Influence On Executive Orders Addressing Prescription 
Drug Costs. 
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The Washington Examiner (7/27, Haughey, Square, 448K) reports President Trump offered Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis (R) and state lawmakers a consolation of soris on Friday for canceling the Republican National 
Convention in Jacksonville by inviting DeSantis and House Speaker Jose Oliva, (R-Miami Lakes) “to the White 
House to witness him sign four executive orders that address prescription drug costs.” Furthermore, “one of the 
four orders is similar to a4 2079 bill adopted by the Florida Legislature that creates a state-backed program to 
import lower-cost prescription drugs from Canada, one of the first priorities DeSantis announced after assuming 
office last January.” Trump said a prescription drug import program is “something that Ron and | have been 
discussing from the time Ron got elected, and I’ve been wanting to do it.” 


California “Pay-For-Delay” Law Stays In Effect During Court Challenge. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (7/27, Egelko, 2.67M) reporis, “A federal appeals court has refused to block 
enforcement of California’s groundbreaking ‘pay-for-delay’ law,” which took effect in 2020. AB824 “prohibits 
pharmaceutical companies from paying competitors to keep generic drugs off the market.” The law “was 
challenged by the Association for Accessible Medicines, a group of 25 leading generic-drug manufacturers who 
faced loss of their setllement payments,” but the Ninth US Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco on Friday 
“allowed ABS24 to be enforced while the case continues.” 

STAT (7/27, 24K) also covers the story. 


Opinion: Trump Says Supreme Court’s DACA Ruling Gives Him Authority For Drug Price 
Controls. 


John Healey writes in an opinion for the Los Angeles Times (7/27, Healey, 4.64M) that “you can apparently thank 
the Supreme Court and its decision to restore the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program’ if the Trump 
Administration “succeeds in lowering the prices of some popular prescription drugs this year.” Healey explains 
that President Trump “signed four executive orders last week that aim to slash the premium prices that 
Americans pay for insulin and other medications, a laudable goal that has met with stiff resistance from elements 
of the pharmaceutical industry.” Healey adds, “Commenting on how he had the authority to control those prices 
unilaterally, without Congress passing a law or an agency completing a formal rulemaking process, Trump said, 

‘L was given that right because of the DACA decision.” 


International Council of Nurses Says Health Workers Must Be Top Priority For Coronavirus 
Vaccine. 


Reuters (7/27, Mantovani) reporis the International Council of Nurses said yesterday that “nurses and other 
health workers must be top priority for the first COVID-19 vaccines, especially” given the fact that “they are ofien 
left without enough protection against the virus in their frontline jobs.” Howard Catton, International Council of 
Nurses CEO, said, “We are continuing to receive reporis of nurses and health care workers not having enough 
personal protective equipment, not being able to access testing, working under incredible strain and pressure. ... 
To be frank, many governmenis have just been too slow to prioritize nurses and healthcare workers. So we are 
saying, when if cornes to vaccines, no excuses, no ifs, no buis, we are putting governmenis on nolice now, that 
nurses and healthcare workers must be prioritised for a vaccine when it becomes available.” 
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Travel Bans Cannot Stay In Place Indefinitely, Countries Must Do More To Contain Spread 
Of Coronavirus, WHO Says. 


Reuters (7/27, Shields, Nebehay) reporis “bans on international travel cannot stay in place indefinitely, and 


countries are going to have to do more to reduce the spread of the novel coronavirus within their borders, the 
World Health Organization said on Monday.” 

Reuters (7/27, Shields, Nebehay) reports, “Only with strict adherence to health measures, from wearing 
masks to avoiding crowds, would the world manage to beat the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Health 
Organization’s director general, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, said at a virtual news briefing in Geneva.” He 
explained, “It is going to be almost impossible for individual countries to keep their borders shut for the 
foreseeable future. Economies have to open up, people have to work, trade has to resume.” 

The Hill (7/27, Guzman, 2.98M) reports the World Health Organization said the coronavirus pandemic “was 
‘easily the most severe’ emergency ever declared by the global health agency.” 


Europe’s Effort To Revive Tourism Industry Facing Turbulence Amid Increases In 
Coronavirus Infections. 


The AP (7/27, Moulsan, Kurtenbach) reports “Europe’s tourism revival is running into turbulence only weeks after 
countries reopened their borders, with rising infections in Spain and other nations causing increasing concern 
among health authorities over people bringing the coronavirus home from their summer vacations.” 


Roughly 80,000 People Being Evacuated From Da Nang, Vietnam, After Local Outbreak Of 
Coronavirus. 


The AP (7/27, Dinh) reporis “about 80,000 people, mostly local tourists, are being evacuated from the popular 
Vietnamese beach city of Da Nang after more than a dozen people there were confirmed to have COVID-19, the 
government said Monday.” 

Reuters (7/27, Vu, Nguyen) reports that while “Vietnarn is stil closed to foreign tourism...there had been a 
surge in domestic travellers looking to take advantage of discounted flights and holiday packages to local 
resorts.” Genome analysis reveals “that the strain of the coronavirus found in Danang had not previously been 
detected in the country, Vietnam’s health minister said, according to state broadcaster VTV.” This particular 
“strain, which had been found in Bangladesh, Britain and lreland, appeared to be more contagious than other 
strains detected in Vietnam, VTV said.” 


WHO Raises Concern About Rising Number Of Coronavirus Cases In Bosnia. 


The AP (7/27) reports “the rising number of coronavirus cases in Bosnia prompted the World Health Organization 
on Monday to call on authorities to increase contact tracing and testing, or the Balkan country risks being faced 
with overfilled and understaffed hospiiais.” 


Victoria, Australia Reports Highest Daily Increase In New Coronavirus Infections. 


Reuters (7/27, Kaye, Jose) reporis Australia’s Victoria state on Monday announced “the country’s highest daily 
increase in coronavirus infections, prompting the authorities to warn a six-week lockdown may last longer if 
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people continue to go to work while feeling unwell.” Specifically, Victoria “reported 532 new cases of the virus 
which causes COVID-19.” 


Spike In Coronavirus Cases Threatens Efforts In Spain To Revive Tourism Industry. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, Legorano, Martinez, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports a spike in new 
coronavirus cases in Spain threatens efforts to revive its tourism industry. 


Nicaraguan Physicians Being Fired For Speaking Up About Coronavirus. 


The Wall Street Journal (7/27, De Cérdoba, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports physicians in Nicaragua 
who have tried to inform the public about ways to protect themselves against coronavirus say they are being 
punished by Nicaragua’s president Daniel Ortega for calling attention to the issue. As a result, they are losing 
their jobs at hospitals across the nation, according to a number of medical associations. 


Muslim Pilgrims Start Arriving In Mecca For Drastically Scaled-Down Hajj. 


The AP (7/27) reports “Muslim pilgrims have staried arriving in Mecca for a drastically scaled-down hajj as Saudi 
authorities balance the importance of one of Islam’s key pillars with the safety of visitors in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” While “the hajj, which begins Wednesday, normally draws about 2.5 million people for five 
intense days of worship...this year, Saudi Arabia's Hajj Ministry has said that 1,000 to 10,000 people already 
residing in the kingcom will be allowed to perform the pilgrimage.” Among these pligrims, two-thirds “will be from 
among foreign residents in Saudi Arabia and one-third will be Saudi citizens.” 


China Reports Most Domestic Coronavirus Infections In Over Four Months. 


Bloomberg (7/27, 4.73M) says that on Monday, China “reported the most domestic coronavirus infections in 
more than four months as it battles outbreaks in its western and northeastern regions, raising fears of a serious 
resurgence.” According to Bloomberg, “Of the 61 infections reported Monday, 57 were local cases with 41 of 
them in Xinjiang, the politically fraught western province where China’s treatment of the local Muslim Uighur 
population has come under global criticism.” 


WHO Launches First Digital Health Worker To Convince Tobacco Users To Quit, Dismiss 
COVID-19 Myths. 

The Houston Chronicle (7/27, Stewart, 730K) reports “the World Health Organization has launched its first digital 
health worker, Florence,” which “was created by a company in New Zealand, Soul Machines.” The main 
“surpose of the WHO initiative help convince one billion tobacco users to quit smoking.” The digital health worker 
“uses artificial intelligence to dismiss myths around COVID-19 and smoking, and helps people develop a 
personalized plan to quit tobacco.” 


UK Prime Minister Suggests Link Between His Weight, Susceptibility To COVID-19 As UK 
Launches Anti-Obesity Program. 


The Washington Post (7/27, Adam, Booth, 14.2M) reports “Prime Minister Boris Johnson suggested a link 
between his weight and his susceptibility io COVID-19, as he launched a new government anti-obesity program 
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on Monday that will see junk food advertising limited and restaurants and pubs required to post calories for food 
and drink.” 


New York Times (7/27, Schaverien, 18.61M) provides similar coverage. 


HHS in the News 


U.S. COVID-19 Deaths Rise For Third Consecutive Week, As Amount Of New Infections 
Falls By 2%, Analysis Finds. 


Reuters (7/27, Shumaker) reports, “U.S. deaths from COVID-19 rose for a third week in a row fo more than 6,300 
people in the seven days [that] ended July 26, though the number of new cases fell 2%, dropping for the first 
time after rising for five weeks, a Reuters analysis found.” Fifteen U.S. “states have reported weekly increases in 
deaths for at least two consecutive weeks, according to the Reuters tally of state and county reports.” There 
were almost “460,000 new COVID-19 cases reported last week, according to the analysis. California, Florida and 
Texas collectively accounted for nearly 200,000 of the new cases, though the latter two states reported fewer 
new infections compared to the previous week.” 

NBC Nightly News = (7/27, story 2, 2:25, Holt, 6.32M) reported, “As Florida surpassed New York, becoming 
the second state in the nation with the highest number of confirmed coronavirus cases, tonight across the 


country, at least 10 other states have now set single day records for new infections” However, “the grimmest 
number is the mounting death toll: nearly a week of more than 7,000 reported faialities every 24 hours.” 

CNBC (7/27, Kim, Rattner, 3.62M) reporis, “Coronavirus outbreaks in Arizona, Florida and Texas appear to 
be slowing down as more people practice social distancing and states halt reopening plans.” HHS Secretary Alex 
Azar “said Monday that officials are starting to see a leveling-off of cases in hard-hit states due to people 
‘stepping up to the plate.” Azar said, “It's due to the fact that people are actually wearing masks. They're wearing 
their masks. They're social distancing. They're engaging in good personal hygiene.” Former FDA Commissioner 
Scott Gottlieb “also said Monday that hot spot states in the Sunbelt region of the U.S. are starting to plateau in 
the number of new Covid-19 cases.” 

The Hill (7/27, Kelley, 2.98M) reporis, “U.S. coronavirus cases rose by about 55,000 on Sunday, a terribly 
high number but the lowest daily total since July 6, The Wall Street Journal reported.” Furthermore, “the seven- 
day average for [deaths] is showing signs of slowing, with 470 deaths reported on July 26 based on Johns 
Hopkins CSSE data. This is the lowest number since July 20." HHS Assistant Secretary of Health Adm. Brett 
Giroir “said last Thursday that the U.S. coronavirus death rate is slated to fall over the next few weeks.” 


Azar Says COVID-19 Cases Are “Plateauing” In Hot Spots Due To Use Of Masks, Social 
Distancing. 


Fox News (7/27, Fardham, 27.59M) reports that on Monday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar said the number of cases 
is “plateauing’ instead of surging in coronavirus hot zones in states including California and Texas, likely 
because residents are wearing face masks and social distancing.” On “Fox & Friends,” Azar said, “While Dr. 
[Deborah] Birx says we're seeing signs of plateauing, we're not out of the woods yet. ... We think it’s due fo the 
fact that people are actually wearing their masks ... They're social distancing.” He added, “The governors have 
closed some of these bars where you just can't keep socially distani, and you're not going to wear a face 
covering.” 
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Fox News (7/27, Nelson, 27.59M) reports in a separate ariicie thai Azar also said, “We continue 
aggressively to work on contracting to bring monocional antibodies and convalescent plasma to people as 
additional therapies on top of the Remdesivir that President Trump has already gotten us and steroid treatments 
for people...with lung disease.” He added, “We're working to basically shave every day off the development and 
manufacturing that we can do so. We're going to make sure that any therapeutic or any vaccine is safe and 
feffective] up to the Food and Drug Administration’s gold standards.” 


Azar, Gottlieb Urge The Safe Reopening Of Schools. 


Fox News (7/27, Rivas, 27.59M) reports that during appearances on CBS’ “Face the Nation,” HHS Secretary 
Alex Azar and former FDA Commissioner Scoit Gottlieb pushed for the safe reopening of schools. Azar said, 
“We dor’t believe there are uniform thresholds for school reopenings.” Gottlieb stated, “I think one of the things 
you need to look at in a local community is whether or not you can get test results, because if you can’t get test 
results back in a timely fashion you really don’t have a way to detect whether there’s an outbreak in the 
community or in the school.” He added, “And while we do need to lean forward and try to open our schools 
because it’s important to children, we need to prevent outbreaks from happening in those schools.” Both Azar 
and Gottlieb “echoed the call for face coverings, social distancing, quality personal hygiene and,” in “virus hot 
spots, bar closures and restrictions on indoor dining and other entertainment options.” 


Azar To Tour COVID-19 Testing Site In Dallas On Tuesday. 


WEAA-TV Dailas (7/27, Whitely, 307K) reports that on Tuesday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “will tour a COVID-19 
testing site...in Dallas and then meet with both FedEx leaders and representatives of the Strategic National 
Stockpile who are working to distribute protective equipment to frontline health care workers.” Azar is quoted as 
saying, “The Trump Administration has worked to equip states like Texas with the tools needed to beat ihe virus, 
from testing supplies and data expertise io PPE shipments, therapeutics, and an eventual vaccine.” He added, “I 
look forward to meeting with, hearing from, and thanking Texans on the front-lines combating the coronavirus, 
including the federal, state, and private pariners who are shipping critical lifesaving supplies around the country, 
about the hard work they're doing and the steps we're taking together to defeat the virus.” 


Commentary Opposes Rule Requiring Hospitals To Send Daily COVID-19 Data Directly To 
Trump Administration, Rather Than CDC. 


In an opinion piece for USA Today (7/28, 10.31M)}, 19 physicians and one nurse practitioner write that “the 
Trump administration issued a new rule this month requiring hospitals to shift reporting their daily data on 
COVID-19 hospitalizations directly to the Trump administration, instead of reporting it to the” CDC. The authors 
say that “as physicians and licensed health care providers who have taken an oath io do no harm, we oppose 
this rule.” They assert that “the CDC’s decades of experience, established infrastructure and apolitical nature 
position it to lead our COVID-19 response.” Still, CDC Director Robert Redfield “claims he has access to needed 
data.” The authors add that HHS “is led by former drug industry executive Alex Azar and the flow of information 
from the depariment is controlled by former Trump campaign adviser Michael Caputo.” 


Pharmaceutical Executives Getting Multimillion-Dollar Compensation Packages Before 
Producing Working COVID-19 Treatments. 
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NBC News (7/27, Popken, 6.14M) reports the executives of pharmaceutical companies developing COVID-19 
treatments as pari of the Trump Administration’s Operation Warp Speed “are taking home multimillion-dollar 
compensation packages even before their companies produce a working treatment.” Some of the labs the Trump 
Administration selected “for the development program have received billlons of dollars in funding frorn the Food 
and Drug Administration.” 

The New York Times (7/27, Gelles, Drucker, 18.67M) reports, “Senior executives and board members are 
making millions of dollars afler announcing positive developmenis, including support from the government.” 
Insiders from at least 11 companies have followed such announcements by selling “shares worth well over $14 
billion since March, according to figures compiled for The New York Times by Equilar, a data provider.” Some 
HHS officials “have grown concerned about whether companies are trying to inflate their stock prices by 
exaggerating their roles in Operation Warp Speed.” 


HHS Unveils More Details About Reporting Requirements For Providers Which Received 
COVID-19 Relief Funding. 


RevCycle Intelligence (7/27, LaPointe) says, “HHS recently shared additional information on Provider Relief 
Fund reporting requirements for healthcare organizations that received financial support under the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and subsequent legislation.” According to an HHS notice issued 
last week, healthcare groups which “received one or more payments from the Provider Relief Fund exceeding 
$10,000 in aggregate will have to submit reports to HHS detailing the use of the funds and compliance with 
payment terms and conditions.” The department “will open the reporting system for the required [report] on 
October 1, 2020, and provide more detailed information on Provider Relief Fund reporting requirements by 
August 17, 2020.” 


Senate Republicans Introduce Proposal To Establish “Strike Teams” To Assist Nursing 
Home Staff During Pandemic. 


The Washington Examiner (7/27, Morrison, 448K) reports Senate Republicans have “proposed establishing 
strike teams meant to assist nursing home staff in preventing the coronavirus.” The provision “is part of the GOP 
proposal for a second major round of pandemic relief introduced Monday, the HEALS Act.” The legislation “would 
allow the secretary of Health and Human Services to establish federal strike teams to assist Medicare and 
Medicaid-enrolled nursing facilities to enhance COVID-19 testing in staff, visitors, and residents.” The proposed 
teams “would also assist in the development of training courses on best practices for infection control and 
prevention in nursing homes and long-term care facilities.” 


Health Authorities In California Looking For Signs That Efforts To Slow Spread Of 
Coronavirus Are Paying Off. 


The Los Angeles Times (7/27, Lin, Dolan, McGreevy, 4.64M) reports, “July has brought a month of grim COVID- 
19 headlines for California, with a state once seen as a model of prevention enduring a new surge in cases as 
the economy rapidly reopened.” The Times questions if July will “end with more bad news or some tentative 
signs that the efforts to siow infections by closing down some businesses and insiitutions might be paying off.” 
Health authorities “are anxious for more signs of the latter, especially amid indications that other hot-spot states 
may be beginning to plateau.” The coronavirus fest positivity rate “is starting io decline in Arizona and Texas, 
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although ‘it’s a little bit more of a mixed bag in Florida and California, Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former head of the Food 
and Drug Adrninistration, said on CBS’ ‘Face the Natior’ on Sunday.” 

The AP (7/27, Ronayne) reports that “as coronavirus cases spike in California’s Central Valley, the state will 
send ‘strike teams’ to help staff hospitals in the vast agricultural region and spend $52 million to speed up testing 
and help infected people quarantine so they don’t infect others, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) said Monday.” The help 
“is going to eight counties that are home to more than 4 million people, including many poor Hispanics, a group 
that makes up a disproportionately large portion of the sate’s cases.” 

in a second piece, the Los Angeles Times (7/27, Shalby, 4.64M)} reporis, “California continues to see a 
surge in COVID-19 cases and related hospitalizations in hotspot counties, while some areas have seen signs of 
stability over the last week.” Specifically “in Los Angeles County, 145 days after the county’s initial shelter-in- 
place orders went into effect, health officials reported 17 additional deaths and 2,039 more cases of the 
coronavirus on Monday, bringing the county's total cases...to more than 174,000.” 


Rubin: Trump Advisers Still Unwilling To Admit Error, Adjust Coronavirus Handling. 


In her column for the Washington Post (7/27, 14.2M), Jennifer Rubin writes, “Judging from their TV appearances, 
President Trump’s advisers are unwilling to admit error and adjust their handling of the coronavirus pandemic 
accordingly.” Rubin adds, “They still insist they are doing everything perfectly, and still blithely point to about a 
third of the United States as merely some ‘hot spots.” Rubin highlights Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett 
Giroir’s recent interview on CNN's “State of the Union,” in which Giroir “would not admit that much of anything 
was wrong, only conceding he wouldn't be ‘satisfied’ until the virus is eradicated.” Rubin concludes Republicans’ 
“denial of the degree to which they have botched the pandemic response and their blindness to the experience of 
ordinary Americans have not changed.” 


Kentucky Governor Orders Bars Closed, Reduced Restaurant Capacity Amid Rising 
Coronavirus Cases. 


The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (7/27, Ladd, 368K) reports that on Monday, following rising coronavirus 
cases, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear “ordered all bars to close for the second time since the pandemic hit 
Kentucky and all restaurants to reduce seating capacity to 25% to stem the spread of the virus.” The new 
measures take effect “midnight Tuesday and will be in effect for two weeks — until Aug. 11.” 

The AP (7/27, Schreiner, Blackburn) reports this “clampdown comes weeks after Kentucky's bars reopened 
and restaurants were allowed to increase indoor capacity to 50%." However, the state “has been hit by record or 
near-record numbers of daily COVID-19 cases for more than a week.” Beshear said, “It’s our state. It’s the lives 
of our people. And it’s our economy on the line. | belleve that we are going to do the right thing.” 

The Hill (7/27, Weixel, 2.98M) reports outdoor restaurant capacity “can remain at full capacity as long as 
physical distancing is enforced, and everyone needs to be seated.” In addition, bars serving food “will be allowed 
to continue operating but will need to follow restaurant guidelines, Beshear said.” 

Seshear Recommends Schools Postpone in-Person instruction Until Third Week Of 
August The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (7/27, Kobin, 368K) reports, “Kentucky schools should postpone in- 
person instruction until the third week of August...Beshear recommended Monday.” Beshear’s “recommendation 
comes amid a recent uptick in new COVID-19 cases in the Bluegrass State, and Beshear also announced 
Monday that bars should close again and restaurants scale back to 25% capacity.” The CDC “released updated 
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guidelines last week on how schools should resume in-person learning safely.” Furthermore, CDC Director Dr. 
Robert Redfield said, “It is critically important for our public health to open schools this fall.” 


Former CMS Acting Administrator Says US Can “Virtually Eliminate” COVID-19 With Six 
Step Plan. 


HuffPost (7/27, Amatulli, 1.67M)} reports Andy Slavitt, “former acling administrator of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services under President Barack Obama, went viral with an extensive Twitter thread over the 
weekend that explains how the United States can ‘virtually eliminate’ the coronavirus ‘any time we decide to.” He 
“proposed six steps that the U.S. could follow immediately ‘with the goal of being open for business in October — 
meaning schools, in person voting, sports, everything.” He said “his plan is what is going to have to happen at 
some point — it’s just a matter of when.” 

NPR (7/27, Greene, 3.12M) also reports. 


Nursing Homes Concerned About False Positive Results For COVID-19 Rapid Antigen 
Tests. 


Bloomberg Law (7/27, Pugh, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports “new rapid Covid-19 antigen tests being sent 
to thousands of U.S. nursing homes in high-infection areas have a troubling flaw: They provide false negative 
resulis for about 15% of infected people.” Adm. Brett Giroir, who heads the Trump Administration’s Covid-19 
testing efforts, cormmented on the situation, “By putting point-of-care (testing) in nursing homes we not only 
improve turnaround and protect our vulnerable there, but we offload a lot of the demand on the major 
laboratories” to hand testing results. Also, the government “plans to provide each of the nation’s 15,400 nursing 
homes with one of the devices as they become available in the coming months, CMS administrator Seema 
Verma said.” 


Trump Administration Agrees Not To Expel Group Of Immigrant Children Detained In Texas 
Hotel. 


The AP (7/27, Merchant) reports the Administration “has agreed not to expel a group of immigrant children it 
detained in a Texas hotel under an emergency declaration citing the coronavirus and will instead allow them to 
seek to remain in the U.S., the administration said Monday.” 

Fox News (7/27, Martin, 27.59M) reports “the children will be transferred by immigration authorities to 
shelters operated by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, where they will have access to 
lawyers and can pursue asylum cases or other immigration relief to try to remain in the country.” 

CBS News (7/27, Montoya-Galvez, 3.68M) also reports. 


Parents With Children In ICE Custody Face Decision On Possible Family Separation 
Following Several Court Decisions. 


TIME (7/27, Aguilera, 18.47M) reports that “as COVID-719 cases continue to increase across the country, court 
orders from two different lawsuits have created a situation that lawyers and advocates are calling another form of 
family separation.” In one “decision, a federal judge in California required ICE to release the roughly 120 children 
in U.S. immigration custody released by Monday, July 27.” In the “second, a federal judge in Washington, D.C. 
decided on Wednesday to deny a motion to release all parents and children together.” As such, parents in 
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Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention now “must decide whether or not to keep their children with 
them in custody, or to release them out to sponsors.” 


HHS Awards $121M Contract To AirBoss For Air-Purifying Respirators To Strategic National 
Stockpile. 


Bloomberg Law (7/27, Stein, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports HHS has awarded a $121 milllon contract to 
AirBoss Defense Group “to provide 50k powered air purifying respirators and related accessories to the Strategic 
National Stockpile, according to company statement.” Deliveries io HSS “are expecied to begin in G3, AirBoss 
says.” This follows a similar $96 million contract between AirBoss and FEMA. 


FDA Tells Court It Wants Temporary Biock On Abortion Pill Rule Lifted. 


Bloomberg Law (7/27, Pazanowski, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports the FDA “wants to be able to continue 
requiring women to visit a hospital, clinic, or doctor's office to obtain a pill used to induce abortions while it 
appeals an order blocking the provision, the agency told a federal court.” 


FDA Releases New Era Of Smarter Food Safety Initiative. 


The Albany (NY) Times Union (7/27, Tan, 457K) reports the FDA “has released a new food safety initiative — 
called the New Era of Smarter Food Safety — thai aims to use technology to better trace foodborne illness.” The 
new agency “blueprint, announced last week, airns to enhance traceability, improve predictive analytics, respond 
more rapidly to outbreaks, address new business models, reduce contamination of food and foster the 
development of a stronger food safety culture.” Frank Yiannas, FDA Deputy Commissioner for Food Policy and 
Response, commented on the new initiative, “Modern times require more modern approaches. ... The destination 
is the same. It's about how we reach that destination, more quickly, more effectively, using modern vehicles of 
change.” 


FDA Says Agency Has Approved Almost 300 Manufacturing Changes To Shore Up Supply 
Chain. 


The Pink Sheet (7/27, Sutter, Subscription Publication} reports the FDA Is “expediting the assessment of 
abbreviated new drug application supplements for postapproval manufacturing changes necessitated by COVID- 
19, part of the agency’s effort to shore up the generic drug supply chain during the pandemic.” Some of the 
commonly seen changes “in these expedited postapproval supplements relate to: manufacturing site; 
manufacturing process adjustment; batch size (e.g., scale-up}; container closure system; analytical method: 
supplier of drug substance and/or excipients; and specifications.” 


FDA Issues Another Warning Over Hand Sanitizers That May Contain Methanol. 


USA Today (7/27, Tyko, 10.31M) reports the FDA “issued another warning Monday to not use certain hand 
sanitizers that may contain methanol or wood alcohol, a toxic substance when absorbed through skin or 
ingested.” 


0:20, O'Donnell, 4.46M) also report. 
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US Vaccines Are Remarkably Safe Due To Ongoing Safety Surveillance, Review Says. 


NBC News (7/27, Sullivan, 6.14M) reports “a comprehensive review of 20 years worth of data finds that ULS. 
vaccines are remarkably safe, thanks in part to ongoing safety surveillance” by the FDA’s Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System “after a vaccine hits the market, according to an Israeli study published Monday in the Annals 
of Internal Medicine.” The lead study author and vice head of internal medicine at the Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical 
Center commented, “Our study shows that even if a potential vaccine has a rare or long-term side effect that isn’t 
discovered in clinical trials, the surveillance program is in place to identify those issues as soon as possible. ... 
Most studies like this show a complicated picture, but here, we saw almost no complexity at all. ... Vaccines are 
safe.” 

CNN (7/27, Thomas, Erdman, Kane, Hetter, 83.16M) also reporis. 


National Rront Page NEWS cnn 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wail Street Journal: 


GOP Releases Coronavirus Relief Proposal After Delay 

Google To Keep Employees Home Until Summer 2021 Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
Vanguard Challenges Bond Behemoths With Active Funds 

Walmart, Kroger Bottle Their Own Milk And Shake Up American Dairy Industry 

New York Rats Emboldened By Lockdowns Have A New Enemy: Sundrop 


New York Times: 


As Republicans Embrace Cut In Jobless Aid, Divisions Weaken Their Leverage 
A Small Georgia City Plans To Put Students In Classrooms This Week 

The Doctor Behind The Disputed Covid Data 

Hoping To Understand The Virus, Everyone Is Parsing A Mountain Of Data 
Miami Marlins Outbreak Postpones 2 Games And Rocks MLB’s Return 

Susan Rice Wants To Run For Office. Will Her First Campaign Be For VP? 


Washington Post: 

Coronavirus Relief Talks Ramp Up As GOP Unveils Plan 
Virus Fuels Widening Gap Between Buyers, Renters 
More Federal Agents Being Dispatched To Portland 

Big Tech Is Next Industry To Face Congress’s Glare 


Fragmented Virus Rules Stir Tensions 
For Now, Outbreak Won't Derail MLB Season 


Financial Times: 
Dollar Sinks To Two-Year Low On Concern Over US Virus Toll 
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Tesla’s Market Ride Reflects Larger Forces At Work 
European Travel Shares Slide As New Curbs Hit Recovery Hopes 


Washington Times: 

Danger Zone: US Finds F-35 Breakup With Frenemy Is Hard To Do 

Black Lives Matter’s Anti-Police Brutality Crusade Obscures Violent, Marxist Agenda 

Experts Fear North Korea’s Undelivered ‘Christmas Gift) May Become ‘October Surprise’ 
Border Crossers Driving Coronavirus Spike In Texas, California And Arizona, Lawmakers Says 
White House, Democrats Start Negotiations Over New Coronavirus Relief 

Trump: American ‘Genius’ Will Unleash Coronavirus Vaccine In ‘Record Time’ 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Coronavirus-Vaccine; National Security Adviser-Coronavirus; John Lewis 
Tribute; Congress-Relief Bill; Hurricane Hanna; FDA-Hand Sanitizers; Violent Protests; California-Pilot Makes 
Emergency Landing; New York-Changes to 9/11 Commemoration; Rernembering Regis Philbin. 

CBS: Coronavirus-Vaccine; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; National Security Adviser-Coronavirus; Trump-Racial 
issues; Congress-Relief Bill; John Lewis Tribute; Violent Protesis; Hurricane Hanna; FDA-Hand Sanitizers; 
Louisiana-Mom & Daughter Graduate Med School Together, Alabama-Edmund Pettus Bridge. 

NBC: Coronavirus-Vaccine; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; John Lewis Tribute; National Security Adviser- 
Coronavirus; Congress-Relief Bill; Coronavirus-Sports; Coronavirus-Schools; Violent Protests; Remembering 
Regis Philbin; Alabama-Edmund Pettus Bridge. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Coronavirus ~ 19 minutes, 40 seconds 

John Lewis Tribute — 7 minutes, 50 seconds 

National Security Adviser-Coronavirus — 5 minutes, 30 seconds 
Congress-Relief Bill - 3 minutes, 50 seconds 

Violent Protests ~ 3 minutes, 20 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Trump-FBi Headquariers; LAPD-New Bureau; John Lewis Tribute; Hurricane 
Douglas. 

CBS: GOP-Relief Bill) Coronavirus-Vaccine: Brian Kemp-Atlania Lawsuit Dropped; John Lewis Tribute; 
Unsolicited Foreign Seeds Shipments; Stocks. 

FOX: Coronavirus-Vaccine; Congress-Relief Bil; Smithsonian Museum for Latinos. 

NPR: Portland-Federal Agents; Coronavirus-Califomia; Coronavirus-Kentucky; GOP-Relief Bill, 


Last Laughs 
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Trevor Noah: [On LeBron James advocating for ex-convicis’ voling rights] “Let's kick things off in Florida, the 
state America dropped on its head as a baby. ... Two years ago, the state passed a referendum allowing ex- 
convicts to have their voting rights restored. But then Republican officials passed a law saying that most felons 
had fo pay ail their court fines and fees before registering to vole. ... Bul now, someone is stepping in to help the 
people power forward. ... Welcome fo 2020, where politicians dunk on people, and athletes try to improve their 
lives. Only in government can you mess up your job and an NBA player does it for you.” 


Trevor Noah: “President Trump is begrudgingly accepting that his big convention will need to go virtual. And 
you know this must be eating him up inside, because if there is one thing we know about Trump, it's that he loves 
to put on a show. Do you remember the insane entrance this man had in 20167 Do you remember thal, when he 
looked like an out-of-shape god descending from heaven? You can’t do that [stuff] on Zoom; what is he going to 
do?” 


Frever Noah: “To be honest, this isn’t a problem for Donald Trump. He doesn’t need a new convention. He can 
jusi re-air what happened in 2016. He’s still promising the same things. He is going to build the wall, bring back 
jobs, and get the country out of the mess the current President put if in.” 


Trevor Noah: “Recently, some school districts decided that they will be teaching a unit on early American 
history based on the New York Times’ 1679 Project, which illustrates how the founding of this country is 
inextricably tied to the institution of slavery. But now there is one US senator who is objecting in the strongest 
and also possibly stupidest terms. ... People are upset because when [Senator Tom] Cotton says that slavery 
was a ‘necessary evil on which the Union was built,’ it sounds like he is defending slavery. That is not something 
a US senator should do, even if his name is Cotton.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “We are just 99 days away from election and just 100 days away from President Trump 
declaring the results invalid.” 


Jimny Fallon: “Just 99 days, or as one person put it, ‘So much hacking, so little time.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Trump thinks 99 days is plenty of time to get his campaign in shape. He’s like someone looking 
in the mirror in June going, ‘| stil have lime to get ready for swimsuit season.” 


Jiminy Fallon: “Yeah, 99 days doesn’t seem like that much. Then again, the last 99 days have felt like 900 
years.” 


Jirnny Fallon: With just 99 days left, it looks like Joe Biden is close to choosing a running mate this week, 
and he’s personally interviewing all the candidates. ... He’s asking the hard-hitting questions, like, ‘Do you have 
experience organizing pilis’?’”” 


Jimmy Palign: [On Trump cancelling on throwing out the opening pitch at the Yankees game] “The other day, 
Trump said he’d be throwing out the first plich at a Yankees game next month. ... It’s kind of sad, Trump 
canceled throwing the ball. Don, Jr. was like, “You get used to i.” 
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Jifryny Fallon: “Fourteen players and coaches on one team have already tested positive just days into the 
season, but let's reopen schools. That's a tough break for the Marlins and Major League Baseball. Besides thai, 
who saw this coming? Who knew a sport where they spit and high-five would put people at risk?” 


Seth Meyers: “President Trump mocked Joe Biden on Twitter yesterday after the former Vice President 
mistakenly referred to Arizona as a city, when everyone knows it’s two cities. Everything else is rest stops.” 


Seth Meyers: “in an interview yesterday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi criticized President Trump’s handling of 
the coronavirus pandemic and called him Mr. Make Matters Worse. ... That is a terrible nickname. Sounds like 
the name of a Taylor Swift song that wasn’t good enough to make the album.” 


Seth Meyers: “North Korean officials have reportedly put a city on lockdown after the first possible coronavirus 
case in the country. What a shame for residents who can no longer enjoy the typical freedoms of living in North 
Korea.” 


National News 


Politico Report: White House Aides Struggle To Revise List Of Potential SCOTUS 
Nominees. 


Politico (7/27, Orr, 4.29M) reports that in an effort to “give disgruntled conservatives a dash of hope after 
crushing Supreme Court losses on abortion and LGBTQ protections this summer,” President Trump “made a 
promise: He would unveil a new list of reliably conservative jurists before presidential debaie season kicked into 
high gear. ‘| will only choose from this list,” he pledged in a tweet last month.” The President's tweet “caught top 
White House aides and conservative legal figures off guard. But they quickly mobilized to review the existing 25 
names and decide who should remain in contention, who should be removed and who might qualify as an 
acceptable addition.” 


Trump Says Twitter’s “Trending” Tweet Listing Is Illegal. 


The President tweeted Monday evening, “So disgusting to watch Twitter’s so-called ‘Trending’, where sooo many 
trends are about me, and never a good one. They look for anything they can find, make it as bad as possible, 
and blow it up, trying to make it trend. Really ridiculous, illegal, and, of course, very unfair!” 


Trump Greets Marine Veteran At End Of His 300-Mile Fundraising Walk. 


The AP (7/27) reports that on Monday, President Trump welcomed 69-year-old Marine veteran Terry Sharpe “to 
the White House as he completed his 300-mile walk to the nation’s capital to raise awareness about the problem 
of veteran suicide.” 


Commerce Department Enlists FCC In “Tech Crackdown.” 


Politico (7/27, Hendel, 4.29M) reports under the headline “Administration Asks FCC To Carry Out Trump’s Tech 
Crackdown” that the Commerce Department has petitioned the FCC “to narrow the liability protections of online 
companies,” as President Trump “directed in May in what he pitched as a crackdown on anti-conservative bias. 
Monday's petition includes a request that the FCC impose a regulatory requirement on social media companies, 
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even though the agency doesn’t regulate them.” Commerce Secretary Ross said in a statement, “President 
Trump is committed to protecting the rights of all Americans to express their views and not face unjusiified 
restrictions or selective censorship from a handful of powerful companies.” 


EPA IG Investigating Rollback Of Auto Emissions Standards. 


The New York Times (7/27, Davenport, Friedman, 18.61M) reports the EPA Inspector General has “opened an 
investigation into the agency’s weakening of Obama-era regulations that would have limited automobile 
emissions by significantly raising fuel economy standards.” The IG “demanded that top E.P.A. officials turn over 
briefing materials and other documents pertaining to the regulation, which was finalized in late March as the 
Trump administration's single largest rollback of federal climate change rules.” 


Lewis Lies In State At Capitol; Trump Says He Will Not Pay Respects. 


USA Today (7/27, Groppe, Santucci, 10.31M)} reports President Trump said Monday that he “will not be attending 
memorial services for civil rights icon Rep. John Lewis this week. Lewis will lie in state at the Capitol as part of 
six days of funeral proceedings.” Asked by reporters “if he would pay respects to Lewis Monday or Tuesday” at 
the Capitol, Trump said, “No, | won't be going, no.” Vice President Pence and Karen Pence were scheduled to 
pay their respects late Monday, as were Joe and Jill Biden. 

Lester Holt said on NBC Nightly News £! (7/27, story 3, 2:35, 6.32M), “He helped change the course of 
history. And tonight, 10 days after he died, John Lewis is making history as the first Black lawmaker to lie in state 
at the US Capitol Rotunda.” ABC World News Tonigh = (7/27, story 4, 2:50, Muir, 7.11M) reported Lewis is 
“lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda, his casket resting on the same wooden platform used for Abraham 


Lincoln.” ABC’s Pierre Thomas: “Today, Rep. John Lewis came to Washington, his entire legacy fully embraced 


by the nation and saluted by his peers as the ‘conscience of Congress.” On the CBS Evening News = (7/27, 


story 6, 2:25, 4.46M), Norah O'Donnell called it a “hero’s farewell” for the “civil rights icon.” 

The Washington Post (7/27, Kane, Sonmez, Flynn, Brice-Saddler, 14.2M) reports, “Lawmakers paid tribute 
to the late congressman and delivered a standing ovation when a recording of his booming voice — a clarion call 
for racial justice ~ echoed through the Rotunda.” House Speaker Pelosi said, “It is fitting that John Lewis joins 
this pantheon of patriots, resting upon the same catafalque as President Abraham Lincoin. We knew that he 
always worked on the side of the angels ~ and now, we know that he is with them.” The New York Times (7/27, 
Broadwater, 18.61M) reports Senate Majority Leader McConnell “invoked the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a 
friend of Mr. Lewis’s, who once said that ‘the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 
McConnell said, “But that is never automatic. History only bent toward what's right because people like John paid 
the price to help bend it.” Politico (7/27, Caygle, Ferris, 4.29M) also reports. 


NBC Nightly News & (7/27, story 10, 1:45, Holl, 6.32M) also aired a piece on the Bloody Sunday protest in 


Selma, Alabama in 1965, while the CBS Evening News = (7/27, story 11, 1:40, O'Donnell, 4.46M) looked at the 


history of the Edmund Pettus Bridge, which some want renamed to honor Lewis. 


NBC News/Marist Poll: Biden Leads Trump 51%-44% In North Carolina. 


On its website, NBC News (7/27, Dann, 6.14M) reporis that an NBC News/Marisi poll of 882 North Carolina 
voters, taken July 14-22, shows Joe Biden leading President Trump 51%-44%. In a similar poll taken in March. 
Biden led Trump 49%-45%. The new poll also shows Democratic ex-state Sen. Cal Cunningham leading Sen. 
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Thom Tillis (R-NC) 50%-41% and Gov. Roy Cooper (BD) leading GOP Lt. Gov. Dan Forest 58%-38%. In the new 
pail, “Trump's job approval rating among North Carolina voters stood at jusi 41 percent, with a majority — 55 
percent — disapproving. That's a net drop of 11 points since March, when 45 percent approved and 48 percent 
disapproved.” 

The Washington Times (7/27, Sherfinski, 492K) reports, “Six in 10 voters said the state was right to 
prioritize ‘health protocols’ for the Republican National Convention over the objections of Mr. Trump, according to 
the poll. Republicans moved much of their convention from Charlotte to Jacksonville, Florida, after [Cooper] 
wouldn't guarantee the full use of a packed arena during the coronavirus pandemic.” Politico (7/27, Forgey, 


4.29M) reports, “The survey's resulis come after a recent spate of polling in other swing slates showed Trump 
trailing Biden significantly in the battlegrounds he captured four years ago to seize the presidency. Trump won 
North Carolina by 3.8 percentage points in 2076." 

Harvard CAPS-Harris National Poll: Biden Leads Trump §8%-45%. The Hill (7/27, Easley, 2.98M) 
reports that a Harvard CAPS-Harris national poll of 1,932 voters, taken July 21-23, shows Biden leading Trump 
55%-45%, “effectively unchanged from June, when Biden led by 72 points.” The Hill says, “The coronavirus is by 
far the top issue on the minds of voters, with 54 percent calling it one of the three most important issues the 
country faces.” And according to the poll, “Biden leads Trump by 10 points on who is better to lead on the 
coronavirus, 55 percent to 45 percent. Sixty-one percent of voters say Trump has done a bad job of managing 
the virus.” 

Trumo Says internal Pols Show Nim Ahead in “Aimost Every Swing State.” ina segment 
O'Donnell, 4.46M) reported that “with just 99 days until the election, and trailing...Biden in most public polls,” 
Trump “says his campaign’s polls show something else.” Trump was shown saying, “We have polls that show me 
leading in almost every swing state. And substantially in other states by even more than | won in ‘16.” 

AP-NORC Poll? Trump Supporters More Enthused Than Biden's, Whose Backers Are 
“Motivated By Anxiety.” The AP (7/27, Peoples, Fingerhut) reports that an AP/NORC Center for Public 
Affairs research national poll of 922 voters, taken July 16-20, shows “that Biden’s supporters are less 
enthusiastic than Trump’s ~ both about the campaign itself and about their candidate ~ although the Democrat's 
coalition may be equally motivated by anxiety.” Though “interest in the presidential carnpaign is high across the 
board, just 31% of Biden supporters say they're excited, compared with 42% of Trump supporters. Biden’s 
coalition is fueled by more negative emotions: 72% of Biden supporters, but 52% of Trump supporters, say they 
feel anxious about the 2020 campaign. The same disparity exists for frustration with the election, 65% for Biden 
supporiers and 45% for Trump's.” 

Focus Group Of Michigan Swing Vofers “Question Joe Biden’s AbHity To Lead” US. Axios 
(7/27, McCammond, 521K} reports, “Some swing voters in Warren, Mich., question Joe Biden’s ability to lead the 
couniry — calling him a ‘puppe? who’s not ‘menially capable of being president, — while admilting they haven't 
paid much attention to his events, platforms or speeches,” according to Axios’ “monthly Engagious/Schiesinger 
swing-voter focus groups.” Axios says that President Trump’s “branding of Biden is defining him with these 
voters, particularly Trump's insinuations about senility (though the cognitive swipes have gone both ways 
between these rivals).” Axios adds, “The session last week included nine voters who flipped from Barack Obama 
in 2072 to Trump in 2016.” 
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The Atlantic’s Nicholas Lists Six Reasons Why Trump Could Win Reelection. 


Under the headline “Don’t Count Trump Out,” Peter Nicholas writes in a piece for The Atlantic (7/27, 3.47M) thai 
despite polls showing him trailing Joe Biden, President Trump “could win. He might win. Here are six reasons 
why.” As possible reasons why Trump could win reelection, Nicholas lists: “The economy could come back just 
enough”; “Polling could be wrong (again); “Trump can campaign all day long”, “Biden's gat his own problems,” 
such as symbolizing “a brand of establishment centrism that leaves some younger voters and some in the party’s 
activist wing uninspired”) “Biden voters might not get to vote” due “to voler suppression”: and the possibility of “an 
October surprise,” such as Trump attempting “to shake up the race with a late announcement of dramatic 
progress in fighting COVID-19. News of a ‘breakthrough’ would get ample attention, and whether he’s right or 
wrong might not get sorted out until long after the votes are counted.” 


Biden Turns Down Interview With Fox’s Wallace. 


The New York Post (7/27, Jacobs, 4.57M) reports Joe Biden has turned down a request for an interview with Fox 
News Sunday's Chris Wallace. Wallace said Sunday, “In our interview last week with President Trump, he 
questioned whether [Biden] could handle a similar encounter. This week, we asked the Biden campaign for an 
interview and they said the former vice president was not available. We'll keep asking every week.” 


Tlaib Says She Will Not Formally Endorse Biden. 


The Washington Free Beacon (7/27, Ruiz, 78K) reports Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) told Newsweek that she will 
not endorse Joe Biden “because she does not want to argue with her constituents.” She said, “Residents come 
up to me and say, ‘Rashida, | don’t know. | hear Joe Biden this, Joe Biden that.’ I say, ‘Listen, do we need 
another four years of Trump? No. Then what | need you to do is go out there and focus on thai If the ultimate 
goal is to get rid of Donald Trump, that doesn’t have to involve me actually endorsing Biden.” 


Politico Report: Dissatisfaction With Other VP Candidates Behind Biden’s Interest In Susan 
Rice. 


Politico (7/27, Lizza, 4.29M) reports that as Joe Biden “conducts a series of interviews with a final list of potential 
running mates ahead of his August decision, his biggest concern is that there is nobody on his list with whom he 
has any previous deep relationship.” Politico says that “according to conversations with a dozen Democrats — a 
mix of elected officials, formal campaign advisers and outside strategists... Biden pines for a pariner who could be 
to him what he was to Presideni Barack Obama: a friend and confidant who subsumed his political interests to 
those of his boss. ... The elusive hunt for Biden’s Biden has recently pushed Susan Rice inio the top tier of 
candidates.” Politico says that “as Obama’s national security adviser...Rice worked closely with Biden on an 
almost daily basis, making her the only potential running mate whom Biden knows so intimately.” 

The New York Times (7/27, Burns, 18.61M) reports that “Rice’s elecioral inexperience is not the only 
possible mark against her in the vice-presidential process: In an election dominated by a public-health disaster 
and economic recession, itis unclear how much a candidate best known for her foreign policy credentials would 
improve Mr. Biden’s chances. And there are people close to Mr. Biden wha fear that choosing her would force 
the campaign to spend precious days relitigating her role in responding to the 2012 terrorist attack on the 
American mission in Benghazi, Libya.” Stil, Rice “would bring clear strengths to a ticket and administration, 
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reinforcing Mr. Biden’s message of sober and seasoned leadership and appealing further to Americans who pine 
for the Obama years.” 

Under the headline “It’s Absolutely Serious’: Susan Rice Vaults To The Top Of The VP Heap,” Politico 
(7/27, Toosi, 4.29M) says that “more than a dozen of Rice’s friends and former colleagues recently interviewed 
by Poliico...describe Rice as a highly able government operaior, the type who can hold the reins on foreign 
policy as a President Biden tackles the consuming domestic crises of a pandemic and a cratered economy. 
Having a Republican son speaks to her open-mindedness, these supporters say, further arguing that Benghazi is 
a spent issue that isn’t likely fo swing any votes. Perhaps most important? Rice has a longstanding — and by all 
accounts warm — relationship with Biden.” 

Politico Report: Biden Search Committees Concerned Narris Shows “No Remorse” Over 
Primary A#acks. Politico (7/27, Korecki, Cadelago, Caputo, 4.29M) reports that when ex-Sen. Chris Dodd (D- 
CT), a member of Biden’s vice-presidenitial search committee, “recently asked Kamala Harris about her ambush 


on Biden in the first Democratic debate, Dodd was stunned by her response. ‘She laughed and said, ‘that’s 
politics.’ “She had no remorse,’ Dodd told a longtime Biden supporter and donor,” according to a source. The 
source “added that Dodd’s concerns about Harris were so deep that he’s helped elevate” Rep. Karen Bass (D- 
CA) “during the vetting process.” Politico says that “former high-ranking Democratic Party officials and elected 
officials have expressed concerns about [Harris] to the vetting committee in recent weeks.” 

in an online article, Fox News (7/27, Creitz, 27.59M) reports that Biden Deputy Campaign Manager Kate 
Bedingfield on Monday “denied [the] Politico report” indicating Harris “is losing ground as a potential running 
mate for the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee. ‘| would say to that story don’t believe everything that 
you read, Bedingfield told ‘The Story’ host Martha MacCallum Monday. ‘Don’t believe everything that you read in 
Politico.” 

Potential Biden VP Pick Sass Walks Sack Castro Remark. Politico (7/27, Forgey, 4.29M) reports 
that Bass on Sunday “walked back a years-old characterization of the late Cuban dictator Fidel Castro, 


seemingly seeking to defuse an escalating controversy as” she “contends for a spot on the 2020 Democratic 
presidential ticket. In an interview on MSNBC,” Bass “addressed her decision to describe Castro as 
‘Comandante en Jefe’ in a statement she issued marking his death in 2016.” Politico says “the Spanish phrase, 
which translates in English to commander in chief, has been criticized as unduly deferential to the communist 
strongman who presided over various human rights abuses.” On Sunday, Bass said, “! have talked to my 
colleagues in the House about that, and it’s certainly something that | would not say again.” 


Lincoln Project’s Schmidt Reportedly Sought Campaign Job With Trump In 2016. 


The New York Post (7/27, Bowden, 4.57M) reports veteran GOP operative Steve Schmidt, “one of the co- 
founders of anti-Trump political action group the Lincoln Project, met with ihen-candidate Donald Trump and tried 
to join his campaign during a 2016 Manhattan meeting,” according to “sources with knowledge of the 
conversation.” Schmidt “failed to get the gig because Trump thought he was a ‘total idiot,’ one of the sources 
said.” 


Perdue Campaign Ad Enlarged Jewish Rival’s Nose. 


The New York Times (7/27, Rojas, 18.61M) reports the reelection campaign of Sen. David Perdue (R-GA) “was 
assailed on Monday for a Facebook advertisement that enlarged the nose of his Democratic opponent, Jon 
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Ossoff, who is Jewish, in a portrayal thai critics immediately denounced as anti-Semitic.” Perdue’s campaign said 
Monday that “what happened had been the resull of an ‘unintentional error caused by resizing and filtering the 
original image.” Ossoff responded, “This is the oldest, mosi obvious, least original anti-Semitic trope in history. 
Senator, literally no one believes your excuses.” 

The Washington Post (7/27, Sonmez, 14.2M) reports, “According to the Jewish news site the Forward, 
which first reported on the ad, the black-and-white photo of Ossoff was ‘changed by having his nose lengthened 
and widened, even as other parts of his face stayed the same size and proportions.’ ... According to the Forward, 
the ad had been running on Facebook since July 22 and had made a toial of 3,000 io 4,000 impressions before it 
was removed by Perdue’s campaign.” 


NYTimes Analysis: Montana Is “Test Case For Democrats’ Winning The Senate.” 


The New York Times (7/27, Martin, 18.61M) looks at the Montana race between Sen. Steve Daines (R-MT) and 
ex-Goy. Steve Bullock (D) as “a test case for Democrats’ winning the Senaie,” writing that to win control, 
Democrats need to defeat GOP incumbents in states that President Trump may win even if Trump loses the 
election. In Montana, the Times says, “ticket-splitting is as much a way of life as fly-fishing,” with voters often 
electing Democratic senators and governors while almost always going Republican in presidential races. 


Omar Faces Competitive MN5 Primary Race. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (7/27, Van Qot, 1.04M) reports on the tight MNS Democratic primary race between 
freshman Rep. han Omar (D-MN)} and “well-funded” challenger Anione Melton-Meaux, an attorney. The race 
“already has attracted more than $10 million in campaign contributions’ and is “expected to intensify, with two 
weeks to go until the Aug. 11 primary.” 


Copyright 2028 by Bulletin Intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, social-rmnedia platforms and 
additional forris of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to the respective platforms terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NIH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.com, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 


GADB0000002544 


From: Bulletin Intelligence [HHS@Bulletinintelligence.com] 

Sent: 2/18/2021 12:39:51 PM 

To: Hail, Bill (HHS/ASPA) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfcfc3cfebe2406793416ead1ed9fa78-bill.hall.o]; Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d317f5626934585b3692a1823c1b522-mylesr] 

Subject: NIH News Briefing for Thursday, February 18, 2021 

Attachments: NliHNewsBriefing210218.doc 


Click to access online version optimized for diferent mobile platforms, audio version, and fully searchable archives of NIM 
News Briefings. 


GADB0000002725 


FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 


OATE: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2027 7:30 AM EST 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIA News 


« The Government Agency That Helped Develop The COVID Vaccine In Record Time Can't Get Shots For Its 
Own Workers, Emails Show. 


GADB0000002725 


* Fauci Discusses Timeline For General Access To COVID-19 Vaccines, Says Vaccinating All Teachers Before 
Reopening Schools Is “Non-Workable.” 

* Fauci, White House Told Masks Needed Due To Virus Variants. 

« Fauci Discusses COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout, Herd Immunity In Interview. 

° Fauci Emphasizes imporiance Of Vaccine in University Of Montana Discussion. 

* Fauci Says Studies Suggest COVID-19 Vaccines May Slow The Spread Of Coronavirus. 

* Fauci To Americans: ‘When Your Turn To Get Vaccinated Comes Up, Gel Vaccinated’. 

» “Globally Inspiring’ Fauci Wins $1M Dan David Prize. 

* Fauci Lauds Montana Link In Vaccine History. 

* Covid-19 Varianis Could Fuel Another Surge. Fauci Says We Have Two Powerful Tools Against Them. 
«New CDC Reporis Warn Variants Could Lead To Rapid Rise In Covid-19 Cases. 

* Biden Team Struggles To Specify When Schools Will Open, Normaicy Will Return. 

* Biden Administration Will Spend $1.6B To Expand COVID-19 Testing. 

°C.D.C. Announces $200 Million ‘Down Payment To Track Virus Variants. 

« Expert Concerned About New Coronavirus Variants. 

* Harris Says Teachers Should Be Priorilized For Covid-19 Vaccinations. 

« CNN’s John Berman Chides White House Aide On Reopening Schools: ‘Not A Trick Question’. 

° Coronavirus Cases Plummet To Pre-Thanksgiving Levels. Are More Reopenings Next? 

* CDC’s Covid-19 Schoal Guidance Leaves Some Reassured, Others Confused. 

* South African Coronavirus Variant Confirmed In Massachusetts Resident. 

* Health Officials Investigating Potential COVID-19 South African Variant In Reno. 

* Lowering Covid-19 Cases Is The Best Thing US Can Do To Improve Chances That Vaccines Will Continue 
Working, Expert Says. 

* Washingion Post Faci-Checker Gives Harris “Two Pinocchios’ For ‘Starting From Scratch’ Vaccine Claim. 

° CNN, Washington Post Fact-Checkers Explain Away Biden Vaccinations ‘Gaffe’ At Town Hall. 

«Ingraham: Shifting Goalposts In Virus Battle Showing ‘Democrats Hate Normal’ 

° Shock: Just Half To Get Coronavirus Vaccine, Rest Cite Safety, Effectiveness, Needles. 

« Project Veritas Accuses Zuckerberg Of Violating Qwn Policy With Early Vaccine Concerns. 

* Too High? Too Low? One Thing’s For Sure: The Covid Relief Bill is About Far More Than Covid Relief. 

« The Myih Of ‘Good Covid Vaccines’ And ‘Bad Covid Vaccines’. 

* Fauci: There’s Evidence COVID-19 Vaccines Don’t Just Protect You —- They May Stop You From Spreading 
The Virus To Others, Too. 

* HHS Is About To Launch A $115 Million Vaccine Education Campaign — Here Are All The Ad Agencies 
Benefiting From It. 

« The US Isn't Prepared For A New, More Infectious Variant To Be Dominani By March — Even With Vaccinations 
Underway. 

« Congress To Hold Hearing On News Media's Role In Promoting Conspiracy Theories About COVID-19 And 
The 2020 Election. 

« Christians Should Learn The Power Of ‘Bite Me’. 

‘Either Not Telling The Truth Or Mentally Gone’: Trump Rips Biden Over Vaccine Claim. 

« Psaki Defends Harris ‘Starting From Scraich’ COVID Vaccine Remarks. 
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* Surprise Find In COVID-19 Brain Capillaries. 

* Hurnidity: Another Reason Face Masks May Protect Against Severe Covid-19. 

° All Of Us Research: Participants Are Now Gelling Back Genetic Results. 

« RADx Expecis COVID-19 Portfolio To Accelerate An Era Of Al-Home infectious Disease Testing. 
°e NIAID ACTIV-2 Trial Begins Phase 2/3 Testing On Four COVID-19 Therapeutics. 

« A Next Generation Coronavirus Vaccine Is In The Works. But Initial Funding Was Denied. 

* Pfizer Says South African Variant Could Significantly Reduce Vaccine Protection. 

* SolarWinds Hacks Perpetrated From Inside U.S., White House Says. 

* Dr. Moncef Slaoui Calls Out Biden For Claiming COVID Vaccine Distribution As His Administration’s Qwn. 
« Joe Biden Should Declare A Food And Nutrition War. 

* NCI Grants $1.9M To Roswell Park To Study Molecular Race-Based Breast Cancer Disparities. 


Heaith & Mecical News 

* US Administering An Average Of 1.7M Vaccine Doses Per Day. 

* Poll indicates 55% Of Americans Say Teachers Should Be Vaccinated Before Schoals Reopen. 

* COVID-19 Vaccine Shortage Compels US Diplomats To Seek Doses From Foreign Governments. 

* Poll Finds 73% Of Americans Believe COVID-19 Vaccine Will Be Widely Available By Summer's End. 

* Biden Adviser Lacks Explanation About Why California, Florida Have Similar COVID-19 Date Despite Vastly 
Different Policies. 

«White House Adviser Addresses Concerns About The Efficacy Of Vaccines Against Coronavirus Variants. 

e GOP Campaign Arm Targeting Dems Over School Reopenings In New Ad. 

« Technology, Health Experis Urge Feds To Build Working IT Systems To Handle COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution, Share Data. 

«Some 130 Cancer Centers, Organizations Ask Biden To Make COVID-19 Vaccines For People With Cancer A 
Priority. 

* Commentary Warns Pandemic Will Worsen Unless US Continues To Slow The Spread Of Coronavirus. 

* USAToday: Biden’s Failure To Reapen Schools Shows He Has Yet To Learn Lessons About Not Following The 
Science. 

* Commentary Says Biden Is Taking Action To Ensure The Safe Reopening Of Schools. 

« Commentary Criticizes Biden About COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution, School Reopenings. 

« Columnist Says Pandemic Is Allowing Biden To Advance A Broader Economic Agenda. 

* North Dakota Detects First Two Cases Of UK Coronavirus Variant in State. 

« Michigan Prison Has Detected 90 Cases Of UK Coronavirus Variant. 

°e Wake County, North Carolina Cancels Drive-Through Vaccination Clinic Due To ice Storm. 

«New York Has Confirmed 82 Cases Of UK Coronavirus Variant, Governor Says. 

* Maryland Officials Detect Brazilian Coronavirus Variant For First Time. 

«CDC Report: LGBTQ Peopie Have Higher Rates Of Underlying Health Issues That Lead To Greater COVID-19 
Risks. 

» Colorado Reports Fewest COVID-19 Outbreaks Since Mid-November. 

* Americans Could Soon Have Ability To Choose Between Two Labeled Levels Of Mask Protection. 

* Biden Says COVID-19 Vaccines Will Be Available To Ail US Residents By July. 
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* Biden’s Visit To Pfizer's COVID-19 Vaccine Plant In Michigan Postponed By One Day. 

« Cormmentary: Biden Has No National Plan For Vaccinating Teachers Against COVID-19. 

° Editorial: Biden Administration Making School Reopenings More Difficult. 

« Analysis Examines Why COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Appears “Chaotic And incomprehensible.” 

e WSJournal Says $1.9T COVID-19 Relief Plan Includes $22B Tax Hike Impacting Multinational Companies. 
« Opinion: Risks Of Not Spending Enough On COVID-19 Relief More Damaging Than Spending Too Much. 

* Neanderthal DNA May Be Linked To Lower Risk Of Severe COVID-19, Researchers Say. 

* Brazilian Laboratory Says Sinovac Vaccine Is Effective Against UK, South African Variants. 

* Zients Says J&J Has Only A Few Million Doses Of lis Experimental COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Financial Analysts Suggest FDA Could Reject AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine For Efficacy, Manufacturing 
Process. 

* Cuba’s Sovereign 2 Vaccine Nearing Final Trials. 

« One-Third Of Military Service Members Have Chosen Not To Receive COVID-19 Vaccinations, Pentagon 
Officials Say. 

« Native Americans Embrace COVID-19 Vaccine In Greater Numbers Than Other Minority Communities. 

* israeli Healthcare Provider Finds Pfizer Vaccine Was 95% Effective Against COVID-19 In Large Trial. 

« Opinion: Pharmacies Are Vital To American COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout, But They Can Do More. 

° Many Americans Reportedly Experiencing “Vaccine Envy” As They Wait Their Turn For COVID-19 Vaccine. 
* COVID-19 Infection Rates Among People Who Received Moderma, Pfizer Vaccines Were Almost 89% Lower, 
Large-Scale Study Suggests. 

* Winter Weather Delays Delivery Of COVID-19 Vaccines Across The US. 

* New York Governor Accused Of Threatening Assemblyman Who Criticized Him. 

« FBI, US Attorney Investigating New York Governors Handling Of Nursing Homes During The COVID-19 
Pandemic. 

* Opinion: New York Governor's Actions Worse Than A Coverup. 

« Opinion: New Yorkers Living In Discouraging Reality Under Gov. Cuomo. 

» New York To Reopen indoor Family Entertainment, Outdoor Amusement Parks. 

« Nebraska Likely To Receive More Than 60K COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

° LA County Elementary Schools Allowed To Reopen, But Return To Class Will Be Uneven. 

«LATimes: LA Unified School District Superintendent Needs To Demand Teachers Return To Classrooms. 

* California’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Does Not Prioritize Some Essential Workers. 

* First Two FEMA Mass COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Open In California. 

* North Carolina Alters COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Guidance, Making It Permissible To Refuse COVID-19 
Vaccine To Travelers. 

« Michigan Restaurants Propose Tying Indoor Capacity Limits To COVID-19 Positivity Rate. 

¢ More Than 100K COVID-19 Vaccine Appointmenis Delayed In Pennsylvania. 

« Massachusetts Residents Aged 65-74, Those With Underlying Health Conditions Eligible For COVID-19 
Vaccine. 

« Massachusetts Legislators To Hold Oversight Hearings On State’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

* Colorado Governor Will Not Allow Denver Mayor To Administer COVID-19 Vaccine To Homeless Ahead Of 
Schedule. 
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* More Than 695K Minnesotans Have Received The COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« Minnesota Governor Wants All Schoois To Offer Some Form Of In-Person Learning By March 8. 

* New Jersey Governor Extends Public-Health Emergency To Mid-March. 

« Error Causes Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Shortage In Pennsylvania. 

* Editorial: California Governor Turns To Corporate Contacts To Roll Out COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« Colorado Governor Urges Congress To Take Action On COVID-19 Stimulus Plan. 

*lowa Cancels Deal With Microsoft To Develop Centralized Systern For COVID-19 Vaccine Scheduling. 
* Detroiters Aged 60-64 With Chronic Medical Conditions Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Connecticut Legislators Conclude 24-Hour Hearing On Vaccination Rules For Public School Children. 
* Soft Launch Of Nevada’s New COVID-19 Vaccine Appointment Registration System To Occur Next Week. 
« Californians With Low Incomes To Receive $600 Stimulus Payment Under $9.6B COVID-19 Economic 
Recovery Package. 

« Op-Ed: Los Angeles’ Distribution Of COVID-19 Vaccines A “Confusing” Process. 

* Florida Governor Defends Controversial COVID-19 Pop-Up Vaccination Clinic In Affluent Community. 
«Maine AG Issues Warning Against Administering COVID-19 Vaccine To Ineligible People. 

* Chicago Spent $281.5M Of $1.2B COVID-19 Pandemic Relief Money On Police Department. 

« California Fines McDonald's Franchisee For Firing Workers Who Raise COVID-19 Safety Concerms. 

° Nevadans Aged 65-69 Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine Next Week. 

* Ohio Senate Passes Bill To Limit Governor's Health Orders. 

* NYC Fixing COVID-19 Vaccine Registration System. 

* Cannabis Workers, Veterinarians Receive Top Priority For COVID-19 Vaccine In California. 

* Leaders In DC Area Begin Lifting Some COVID-19 Restrictions. 

* Biden’s Openness On Minimum Wage Negotiations May Not Please Progressives. 

* Debate Over Whether $15 Minimum Wage Would Boost Workers Or Kill Jobs Rages. 

* Consumers Used Stimulus Checks To Boost Economy, Retail Spending In January. 

« Millions Of US Jobs Unlikely To Come Back After Pandemic, Economisis Warn. 

°* As Democrats Work To Pass Virus Relief, Divisions Appear On Next Legislative Package. 

« Democrats Face Internal Clash Over Raising Minimum Wage. 

° Allies Creating Nonprofit Group To Push Bidens’ Agenda. 

« Opinion: Debate Over Pandemic Relief Ignoring Shifting Of Jobs From One Sector To Another. 

* Opinion: Biden Relief Package Would Give Congress Time To Work On Longer-Term Answer To Health 
Insurance. 

“IRS: Some Stimulus Checks May Still Be In The Mail. 

* Biden’s COVID-19 Relief Legislation Is Also An ACA Expansion Bil. 

« Proposals Could Result in Universal Basic Incorne For Kids In US. 

* COVID-19 Vaccine Collaboration Hlustrates Potential Of Public-Private Partnerships, Teva Executive Says. 
*HHS Signs Contract For Special Syringes To Extract Six Doses Of Pfizer Vaccine. 

* Developing Countries Falling Dangerousiy Behind On COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

« Federal Mask Mandate “Comes Far Too Late,” Contributor Says. 

* Federal Agenis Have Seized More Than 10M Fake N95 Masks In Recent Weeks. 

+ COVID-19 Vaccines Have Potential To “Decimate” Demand For Testing. 
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* Opinion: Pandemic Has Made The Goal Of individualized Education Easier To Achieve. 

«Many Americans Expect Coronavirus Disruptions To Last Into Second Half Of 2021, Poll Indicates. 

* Mental Health Providers Streiched Thin As Demand For Services Surges. 

« Ninety-Year-Old Woman Treks Six Mies Through Snow To Get COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Opinion: Home-Delivery Of COVID-19 Vaccines To Seniors, People With Disabilities In Conflict With 
California’s Goal Of Rapidly increasing inoculations. 

* Analysis Highlights Takeaways From COVID-19 Vaccine “Policy Hackathon.” 

* Don’t ‘Hector Workers Over Vaccine, Warns Top US Business Group (CDC Mentioned). 

* Editorial: US COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout ls More Effective Than It Might Seem. 

* Arizona Senate Panel Approves Measure To Legalize Test Strips To Detect Fentany). 

« Inspector General Report Says HUD Has Neglected To Enforce Environmental Regulations, Potentially 
Jeopardizing Health Of Thousands. 

*Fiu Season Has Been Virtually Nonexistent. 

° Former Theranos Official To Testify That Company's Leaders Rejected idea Thai Blood-Testing Technology 
Was Not Accurate Enough. 

* Airlines Ban Emotional-Support Animals, But Trained Service Dogs Can Fly For Free. 

« STAT Profiles Truveta Which Aims To Sell De-identified Medical Data To Answer Questions. 

° Bluebird Bio Suspends Operations Of Gene Therapy For Sickle Cell Disease After Two More Cancer 
Diagnoses. 

* Study Adds To Mounting Evidence That Synonymous Variants Can Have Consequences. 

* if Woman Has Heart Health Factors While Pregnant, Her Child May Have Poor Heart Health Years Later, Study 
Suggests. 

* Utah Bill Attempts To Undo Some Vaping Restrictions. 

«Indian River County May Raise Legal Age To Buy Tobacco To 21. 

* Vermont Lawmakers Considering Ban On Sales Of Flavored Cigarettes, E-Cigarettes. 

« Arizona Lawmakers Considering Bill Allowing Women To Skip Trip To Physician’s Office To Obtain Birth 
Control. 

« GSK, Vir Biotechnology To Expand Partnership To Develop Therapies For Diseases Beyond COVID-19. 
° Opinion Offers Advice On Shifting The Drug Development Paradigm For Rare Diseases. 

« FDA Recalls Lots Of Capsules Containing Undeclared Sildenafil, Tadalafil. 

* North Carolina Man Pleads Guilty To Distributing Unapproved Drugs After Selling Fake Diet Pills. 

* San Francisco Biotechnology Firm Lands Two Big Deals For Cancer-Fighting Drug. 

* SpyBiotech Raises $32.5M For Its Vaccine Technology. 


Global Health News 

* Taiwan To Receive COVID-19 Vaccines From BioNTech, Company Says. 

« State Department Says US Will Pay Over $200M In Current Dues To WHO. 

* india To Make COVID-19 Molecular Tests Mandatory For People Arriving From UK, South Africa, Brazil. 
* Nepal Authorizes COVID-19 Vaccine Developed By Sinopharm Affiliate. 

* UN Chief Calls For Global Vaccination Plan To Ensure Equitable COVID-19 Shot Distribution. 

* EU Says ii is On Track To Have Up To 2.6 Billion COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 
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* South Africa Begins Administering J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Some European Healthcare Workers Pushing For COVID-19 Vaccines From Moderna, Pfizer Over 
AstraZeneca. 

« Pfizer Has Yet To Deliver Roughly 10 Million COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To EU Due In December. 

° Central European Leaders Push For Faster COVID-19 Vaccine Deliveries. 

« Japan Launches COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign. 

* Senegal To Receive 200,000 Doses Of Sinopharm’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Britain Becomes First Country To Approve Human Challenge Trials For COVID-19. 

* Britain Proposes UN Draft Resolution Calling For COVID-19 Vaccination Ceasefires. 

*‘Horrifying’ Death Toll Prompts Calis To Prioritize Jabs For Disabled. 

« Turkey To Slowly Return To Normal Life On Regional Basis Starting Next Month, Erdogan Says. 

* Venezuela To Start Vaccinating Medical Personnel Against COVID-19 This Week, Maduro Says. 

«India Offers To Vaccinate All UN Peacekeepers Globally Against COVID-19. 

° China Blocking Taiwan’s Attempt To Purchase Five Million COVID-19 Doses From BioNTech, Health Minister 
Says. 

* israel Allows Palestinian Authority To Deliver First COVID-19 Vaccines To Gaza Strip. 

« Tanzania’s President Falsely Claims His Country Is “COVID-Free.” 

° Belgian Teachers Threaten To Strike Uniess They Get Access To COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Russia, China Using COVID-19 Vaccine Supply To Boost Geopolitical Influence. 

*lran Says lis COViran Barakat Vaccine Is “100% Effective’ Against UK Coronavirus Variant. 

* India’s Largest Healthcare Chain Expects Private COVID-19 Vaccine Market To Open Up Within Weeks. 
* South Africa Coronavirus Variant Associated With 16-Fold Increase in COVID-19 Cases In Zambia. 

« Namibia Will Roll Out AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine Despite South Africa Halting Distribution Amid New 
Coronavirus Variant. 

* COVAX-Participating Countries Will Soon Receive Information On First COVID-19 Vaccine Shipments, PAHO 
Says. 

* Sao Paulo’s Serrana Selected For Population-Wide COVID-19 Vaccination Study. 

« Toronto Health Officiais Want Ontario Government To Extend Lockdown. 

° Mexico Pleads For Countries To Stop Hoarding COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« Public Outcry Continues In Peru Over Secret COVID-19 Vaccinations Among Wealthy. 

* Most Countries In Europe Ignoring Mentally 1] In COVID-19 Vaccine Plans, Groups Say. 

* New COVID-19 Infections In England Fall Significantly In Recent Weeks. 

* People In Brazil Gelling COVID-19 Vaccines Hlicitly, Then Bragging About It On Social Media. 

* Coronavirus Infections, Deaths Falling Worldwide. 

* Africa Nears 100K COVID-19 Deaths. 

¢ Canadian Researchers Urge Delay In Administering Second Dose Of Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«UK Planning First Human Challenge Study For COVID-19. 

¢ Air Pollution Led To Tens Of Thousands Of Fatalities In Worid’s Five Most Populous Cities In 2020, 
Researchers Say. 


HHS in the News 
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° US Life Expectancy Dropped By One Year In First Half Of 2020. 

* Senate Finance Panel To Hold Confirmation Hearing For HHS Secretary Nominee On February 24. 

* Editorial: Becerra [s Troubling Choice For HHS Secretary. 

« “Bristol Variant” Of Coronavirus identified In US For First Time. 

* Kessler Discusses Drop In COVID-19 Cases In US During Interview. 

« Biden Administration Rejects Calls To Update Guidelines That Discourage Americans From Using N95 
Respirators. 

* Opinion: Teachers Unions, “Team Biden” Holding Back Schools From Reopening Full-Time. 

* Analysis: Pandemic Provides Opporiunity For American Healthcare System To Be Fixed. 

* Biden Has Reportedly Selected Former Obama Official To Lead CMS. 

« Biden Administration Announces Latest Round Of HHS Appointments. 

« Supreme Court Review Of Medicaid Work Rules Hinges On Verma Letters. 

« Biden Administration Appears To Withdraw Final Rule On Prior Authorization. 

°* HHS Needs To Overhaul Value-Based Payment Approach, Report Says. 

« Woodcock Refutes Idea Of Establishing Firewall Between FDA, Drug Companies For Approvals. 

* More Than 150 Democratic Congressmen Urge Court To Lift FDA’s Restrictions On Prescribing Mifepristone. 
« FDA Leaders Say Agency Made Mistake In Allowing COVID-19 Antibody Tests To Be Sold, Shipped Without 
Being Reviewed. 


National Front Page News 
* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 


* Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

« Biden Visiting Swing States To Push COVID Relief Plan. 

* Psaki Says White House Would “Support A Study” Of Black Reparations. 

* USA Today Analysis: Expected Retirements Will Give Biden Chances To Put Black Women On Federal Bench. 
* Milley And Esper Held Back Promotion Recommendations For Female Generais Until Trump Left Office. 
* Biden Using Twitter For “Policy, Not Personal Insults.” 

« Senators Call On DeJoy To Address “Unacceptable Delays’ In Mail Delivery. 

e Millions Remain Without Power As Another Major Winter Storm Looms. 

«Media Analyses: Trump-McConneil Feud Could Hurt GOP Prospects In 2022. 

* Barabak: Changing Times, “Talk Of Mental Decline” Drive Calis For Feinstein To Resign. 

« Democrat Lasry Enters Wisconsin Senate Race. 

* Limbaugh Dies At 70. 


The Government Agency That Helped Develop The COVID Vaccine In Record Time Can’t 
Get Shots For Its Own Workers, Emails Show. 


GADB0000002725 


Kimberly Leonard, Robin Bravender and Elvina Nawaguna write for Business Insider (2/17, 2.74M) that most 
“employees at ihe government agency that helped develop the coronavirus vaccine haven't been able to get the 
shot, internal emails obtained by Insider show.” Data indicate the NIH “has vaccinated just over 3,000 of its 
employees within its Maryland locations.” That figure represents “a small fraction of NIH’s overall workforce, 
including 20,260 at iis headquarters in Bethesda, Maryland.” The piece mentions NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins 
and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Fauci Discusses Timeline For General Access To COVID-19 Vaccines, Says Vaccinating All 
Teachers Before Reopening Schools Is “Non-Workable.” 


On CBS This Morning = (2/17, 2.47M), NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, the White House’s chief medical 
adviser, discussed when COVID-19 vaccines might be available to the general public. He said, “We were hoping 
that ff would be the end of April, but what has happened is that the doses that we were expecting earlier from 
J&J likely will not be available for another couple of months after that. The ultimate total amount of doses that 
J&J will get us, we're pretty confident that we’re going to get the 100 million doses by the end of June, the 
beginning of July. And | believe that’s the reason why when President was saying available by July, if was in tune 
with the fact that we will get those doses that we were promised. And I’m sure we'll get them by that time. So! 
think the dates now coincide pretty weil.” 

Adaftional Sources. Politico (2/17, Leonard, 6.73M) reports Fauci also told CBS that “vaccinating all 
teachers against Covid-19 before reopening schools is ‘non-workable,’ wading into an issue that has taken 


center stage for the Biden administration amid the ongoing pandemic.” Fauci stated, “If you are going to say that 
every single teacher needs to be vaccinated before you get back to school, | believe quite frankly that’s a non- 
workable situation.” The article says his “assessment on Wednesday of vaccination plans for teachers laid down 
a marker that others in the Biden administration have thus far been unwilling to match amid a heated debate over 
reopening schools.” 

The Hill (2/17, Axelrod, 5.69M) reports, however, that Fauci added, “I think teachers should absolutely be 
priority among those who we consider essential personnel, and you should try and get as many teachers as you 
possibly can vaccinated as quickly as you possibly can.” 

The Daily Caller (2/17, Safi, 375K) aiso covers the story. 


Fauci, White House Told Masks Needed Due To Virus Variants. 


Bloomberg Law (2/17, Hussein, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “and two 
other Biden administration officials have been urged by 13 doctors and scientists from across the U.S. to take 
immediate action to curb the aerosolized spread of the coronavirus before variant strains of the contagion spread 
widely, wiping out recent progress to curb the pandemic.” 

Addfional Sources. CNBC (2/17, Feuer, 7.34M) reports these “scientists are pushing the Biden 
administration to require N95 air filtration masks for employees in risky workplaces like meat packing plants and 
prisons.” They “called on the administration to acknowledge that the virus is more airborne than previously 
thought, especially with the rise of more contagious variants. The highly effective masks Titer oul about 95% of 
all small particles.” 

Kaiser Health News (2/17, Jewett) reports this group of scientists says “even though the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention has acknowledged the virus can spread through tiny airborne particles, it needs 
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to take ‘strong immediate’ action to update its guidance to reduce the risk.” Some of these safety measures 
“include broader use of N95 masks in workplaces as well as better ventilation.” 


Fauci Discusses COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout, Herd Immunity In Interview. 


= 


In an interview on CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360 =: (2/17, 1.22M), NIAID Director Anthony Fauci discussed the 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout and herd immunity. Fauci said, “By July, by the end of July, there will be available” the 
amount of COVID-19 “vaccine to essentially vaccinate everybody in the country, because that is what you would 
need is about 600 million doses.. for about 300 million people.” Fauci also said herd immunity will “depend on 
how many people want to get vaccinated, and that’s the reason why we're putting a big push on gelling out and 
extending ourselves into the community, particularly the minority community, to address... vaccine hesitancy.” 

Additional Source. CNN (2/18, Cooper, 89.21M) reports Fauci “said that Americans should continue 
wearing thelr masks and social distancing even after getting the vaccine because they can still spread 
coronavirus.” 


Fauci Emphasizes Importance Of Vaccine In University Of Montana Discussion. 


The Helena (MT) Independent Record (2/17, Evans, 97K} reports NIAID Director “Dr. Anthony Fauci said the 
words many people have been waiting to hear when he called the COVID-19 vaccine the ‘lighi at the end of the 
tunnel’ during the University of Montana’s annual Mansfield Lecture on Wednesday.” However, “the pace at 
which the nation approaches the end of the pandemic depends on how many people get vaccinated, he said.” 
He “said he thinks the United States will approach ‘a degree of normality’ by mid-fall or sooner ‘if we could get 
past this issue of vaccine hesitancy where a significant number of people may not want to get vaccinated.” 


Fauci Says Studies Suggest COVID-19 Vaccines May Slow The Spread Of Coronavirus. 


NBC News (2/17, Miller, 4.91M) reports, “A growing body of evidence suggests that the Covid-19 vaccine can 
slow the spread of the coronavirus, Dr. Anthony Fauci said Wednesday.” He said during a White House briefing 
that il remains a “looming question” whether someone infected with coronavirus can transmit it to someone else. 
“There have been some studies that are pointing in a very favorable direction,’ he said, adding that these studies 
will have to be corroborated by additional research.” 

Adaftional Source. The Washington Times (2/17, 626K) also covers the story. 


Fauci To Americans: ‘When Your Turn To Get Vaccinated Comes Up, Get Vaccinated’. 

Fox News (2/17, Singman, 23.99M) reports that on Wednesday, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci sent “a 
message to Americans — urging them to ‘get vaccinated’ against the novel coronavirus when they become 
eligible.” Fauci said, “When your turn to get vaccinated comes up, get vaccinated.” He added, “It is not only good 
for you, and good for your family and your community. ... ff will have a very important impact on the dynamics of 
the outbreak in our country.” 


“Globally Inspiring” Fauci Wins $1M Dan David Prize. 


Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News (2/17, 189K} reports, “Anthony S. Fauci, MD, director of the NIH’s 
National institute of Allergy and infectious Diseases (NIAID), has won one of this year’s three $1 million Dan 
David Prizes, awarded to individuals and organizations deemed to be ‘globally inspiring.” Fauci is “the winner of 
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the ‘Present category of Public Health.” Another winner of a Dan David Prize was “Steven Rosenberg, MB, PhD, 
chief surgery branch senior investigator head, tumor immunology section of the National Cancer Institute.” 
Additional Source, OncLive (2/17) also reports. 


Fauci Lauds Montana Link In Vaccine History. 


The Billings (MT) Gazette (2/17, Chaney, 178K} reports, “Although he won't be personally in Missoula for his 
lecture on Wednesday, Dr. Anthony Fauci’s Montana ties run much thicker than a Zoom call.” The country’s “top 
adviser on the COVID-19 pandemic response and director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases since 1984 was also clase friends with one of the pioneers in vaccine research at Hamilion’s Rocky 
Mountain Laboratory, Maurice Hilleman.” Speaking of Hillerman in an interview with Missoulian Tuesday, Fauci 
said, “He’s one of the most underappreciated scientific assets this couniry ever had.” 


Covid-19 Variants Could Fuel Another Surge. Fauci Says We Have Two Powerful Tools 
Against Them. 


CNN International (2/18, Maxouris) reports CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said during a White House 
briefing that “the continued spread of variants that are more transmissible could jeopardize the progress we have 
made in the last month if we let our guard down,” adding that lowering the number of cases will give “fewer 
opportunities for the variants to spread and fewer opportunities for new variants to emerge.” However, “the US 
has two powerful tools that can help against its spread and move the country further out of the pandemic’s 
tunnel, Dr. Anthony Fauci told CNN on Wednesday night.” Fauci said, “The two ways that we can counter that is 
one, continue to do the kinds of public health interventions that we talk about all the time.” 


New CDC Reports Warn Variants Could Lead To Rapid Rise In Covid-19 Cases. 


CNN (2/77, Gumbrecht, 89.27M} reports CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said the US needs to reduce the 
spread of SARS-CoV-2 in order to curb the spread of more dangerous variants. Dr. Walensky said, “| know these 
varianis are concerning, especially as we're seeing signs of progress. I’m talking about them today because | am 
concerned, too.” A study published in the CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report “detailed cases of the 
B.1.1.7 variant - first identified in the United Kingdom — among eight Minnesota residents.” 

Adaftional Source. CNBC (2/17, Higgins-Dunn, 7.34M) reports Dr. Walensky co-authored a perspective 
piece published in JAMA with White House Chief Medical Advisor and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, as well 
as Dr. Henry Walke, the CDC’s Covid incident manager, expressing their concerns about the variants. The three 
co-authors wrote that the B.1.1.7 variant is highly infectious and “preliminary data suggest the possibility of 
increased severity of disease with infection.” 


Biden Team Struggles To Specify When Schools Will Open, Normalcy Will Return. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Wootson, Meckler, 10.52M) reports as the US “approaches the one-year mark of the 
pandemic’s isolation and restrictions, the Biden administration is struggling to give precise, consistent answers to 
two key questions: When will the pandemic truly be behind us,” and when can schools safely reopen? President 
Biden “has blamed miscommunication for some of the inconsistency” about when the country can return to 
normal, “but his administration — which has promised to use science and data as the basis for pivotal decisions — 
is also grappling with the fact that science and daia don’t produce answers as tidy or linear as campaign 
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promises.” The article discusses comments by NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci and CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 
Waiensky. 

Additional Sources. The AP (2/17, Jaffe) reports “Biden is in a political firestorm over how and when to 
get more schools open amid the coronavirus pandernic, with Republicans seizing on confusion surrounding 
Biden's goal to reopen a majority of schools within his first 100 days io paint the president as beholden to 
teachers’ unions at the expense of American families.” The “administration in recent weeks has sent muddled 
and at limes contradictory messages about Biden’s goal.” The President's “aides dismiss the controversy as a 
flareup that will disappear once the coronavirus is better under control and more school districis reopen,” yet 
“here could be lingering damage if Biden is seen to break an early promise on an issue so important fo so many 
Americans.” 


NBC Nightly News Ed (2/17, story 5, 1:25, Holt, 6.24M) reported that “vaccine shoriages have factored into a 
new timeline by President Biden for when all Americans can get the shot. He’s also offering a new goal for 
reopening schools.” President Biden was shown saying, “By the end of July, we'll have over 600 million doses, 
enough to vaccinate every single American.” Asked when schools will be open five days a week, Biden 
responded, “I think we'll be close to that by the end of the first 100 days.” 

CNN (2/17, Klein, Sullivan, 89.21M) reports, “The White House has continued to clarify its position on when 
and how schoois should safely reopen, an issue that has become a national flashpoint since the coronavirus 
pandemic forced many classes online.” Administration officials indicated that “while they do not believe teachers 
need to be vaccinated in order to reopen schools, they think teachers should be prioritized for vaccinations like 
frontline workers.” For instance, Fauci said, “Even though we don’t feel that every teacher needs ta be 
vaccinated before you can open a school, that doesn’t take away from the fact that we strongly support the 
vaccination of teachers.” 

Fox News (2/17, Singman, 23.99M) reports on Wednesday, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said 
the Biden Administration “believes vaccines for teachers are not a prerequisite to reopening schools — but 
instead, a recommended ‘mitigation step.” Her “comments come after Vice President Kamala Harris was asked 


during an interview on NBC’s ‘Today’ whether the White House belleved it was safe for teachers to return to the 
classroom withoul a vaccine for the novel coronavirus.” 


York Post (2/17, Bowden, 7.45M), and National Review (2/17, McArdle, 798K). 


Biden Administration Will Spend $1.6B To Expand COVID-19 Testing. 


NBC News (2/17, 4.91M) reports, “The Biden administration said it will spend $1.6 billion to expand Covid-19 
testing in schools and underserved areas, increase testing supply production and expand genomic sequencing, a 
move administration officiais described as a “bridge” until Congress approves more funding.” According to NBC 
News, “The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will spend an additional $200 million to identify and track 
new strains of the virus, increasing the sequencing capacity by threefold.” 

Additional Sources. CNBC (2/17, Feuer, 7.34M) reports, “The Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Department of Defense will invest $650 million to expand testing in K-8 schools and 
‘underserved congregate setlings, such as homeless shelters,’ the While House said.” In a staternent, HHS 
Acting Secretary Norris Cochran said, “As part of the President’s national strategy fo combat COVID-19, we will 
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deploy every available resource to ensure that more individuais and families have access io testing options 
during this unprecedented time and that our nation is prepared to contain and prevent the spread of possible 
variants.” 

Roll Call (2/47, Cohen, 130K) reports, “National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director 
Anthony Fauci said it would be impractical to require all teachers to get vaccinated before returning to in-person 
learning but encouraged states fo make teachers a vaccination group priority.” The CDC’s “school reopening 
plan does not require that all teachers be vaccinated.” 

NPR (2/17, Wamsley, 3.69M) reports Jeffrey Zienis, the White House COVID-19 response coordinator, 
“acknowledged that Johnson & Johnson will not have much vaccine available to distribute right away — 
assuming the company gets FDA authorization in the next few weeks.” 

Also reporting are Bloomberg (2/17, Wingrove, Edney, 3.57M), The Hill (2/17, Sullivan, 5.69M), Politico 
(2/17, Lim, 6.73M)}, the New York Post (2/17, Jacobs, 7.45M), and the Washington Times (2/17, 6261<). 


C.D.C. Announces $200 Million ‘Down Payment’ To Track Virus Variants. 


The New York Times (2/17, Zimmer, Weiland, 20.6M) reports “the Biden administration announced on 
Wednesday a new effort to ramp up” the US’ “efforts to track coronavirus variants” by “pledging nearly $200 
million to better identify the emerging threats.” Describing it as “a ‘down payment,’ the White House said that the 
investment would result in a significant increase in the number of positive virus samples that labs could 
sequence.” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said, “When we will get to 25,000 [genomes a week] depends on 
the resources that we have at our fingertips and how quickly we can mobilize our pariners.” Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center evolutionary biologist Trevor Bedford “said there had been ‘substantial gains’ in 
national sequencing efforts since December.” 

AddRional Sources. Bloomberg (2/17, Shah, 3.57M) reports “three worrisome Covid-19 variants are now 
circulating in the U.S. and the federal government needs significance resources to track their progress, according 
to” Walensky. The variants “emerged initially in the U.K., South Africa and Brazil,” and “have all now been seen 
in the ULS., said... Walensky.” One priority for combatting “the variants in the U.S. is fo put strong public health 
surveillance in place that can track changes in the virus, according to Walensky.” 

CNN (2/17, Gumbrecht, 89.21M) reports “new coronavirus variants could lead to a rapid rise in Covid-19 
cases, and can ‘dangerously accelerate the trajectory of the pandemic, US health officials warned Wednesday.” 
Walensky said at a White House briefing, “I know these variants are concerning, especially as we're seeing signs 
of progress. ... 'm talking about them today because | am concerned, too.” Meanwhile, in a commentary 
“published Wednesday, Walensky, Dr. Henry Walke from the CDC and” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “wrote 
that genomic sequencing identified no cases of the B.1.351 variant in Zambia in March to early December 2020, 
but the variant was identified in 96% of samples sequenced from a one-week period in mid-December.” 


Expert Concerned About New Coronavirus Variants. 


ABC World News Tonigh 
more coniagious [COVID-19] variants here in the US, [saying] that they could easily cause a rapid rise in cases 


and many believe that the UK variant still could become the main variant in the coming weeks here in the US.” 
Brown University School of Public Health Dean Ashish Jha said, “I’m prety concerned about these variants. | do 
expect they will become dominant by the latter half of March. They are more contagious and what we're all 
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worried about is they're going to cause a big spike In cases.” The broadcast added that NIAID Director Anthony 
Fauci showed vaccines can help reduce transmission of the coronavirus. 


Harris Says Teachers Should Be Prioritized For Covid-19 Vaccinations. 


NBC News (2/17, Shabad, 4.91M) reporis on Wednesday, Vice President Kamala Harris said “teachers should 
be given priority for getting Covid-19 vaccinations, but wouldn’t say if she believed that giving them the shots 
should be a prerequisite for reopening schools.” During “her first live one-on-one network interview since taking 
office, Harris was asked by ‘TODAY’ show anchor Savannah Guthrie whether she could reassure teachers that it 
would be safe for them to go back to school even if they're not vaccinated.” Harris stated, “Teachers should be a 
priority.” 

Additional Sources. Fox News (2/17, Singman, 23.99M) reports Harris also said, “Teachers are critical 
to our children’s development, they should be able to teach in a safe place and expand the minds and the 
opportunities of our children, so, teachers should be a priority along with other front-line workers. ... We're going 
to make them a priority.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Among other news outlets covering the story are NBC Nightly New: 
The Hill (2/47, Jenkins, 5.69M)}, Newsweek (2/17, Cole, 2.67M), the New York Post (2/17, Jacobs, 7.45M), the 
Washington Times (2/17, Richardson, 626K), the Washington Examiner (2/17, Lim, 888K), and the Daily Caller 
(2/17, Qichan, 375K). 


CNN’s John Berman Chides White House Aide On Reopening Schools: ‘Not A Trick 
Question’. 


The Hill (2/17, Mastrangelo, 5.69M) reports on Wednesday, CNN anchor John Berman “pressed a top White 
House aide to clarify the Biden administration’s stance on teacher vaccines amid the discussion on how to safely 
reopen schools during the coronavirus pandemic.” He told Symone Sanders, chief spokesperson for Vice 
President Kamala Harris, “It's not a trick question. | feel like you guys have treated it like a trick question. ... | just 
want to know what the White House position is on whether teachers need to be vaccinated in order for kids to 
return safely return to school.” The article mentions CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky and NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. 


Coronavirus Cases Plummet To Pre-Thanksgiving Levels. Are More Reopenings Next? 


The Los Angeles Times (2/17, Money, Lin, 3.387M) reports coronavirus infections in California have fallen to pre- 
Thanksgiving levels, “bringing renewed optimism that a wider reopening of the still-shackled economy may be 
just around the corner.” In the last week, “California has reported an average of 8,087 new coronavirus cases per 
day ~ a level not seen since mid-November, according to data compiled by The Times. That rolling average is 
down 53% from two weeks ago.” Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) “hinted that more counties may emerge next week 
from what the state calls the purple tier — the strictest of California's four-rung reopening roadmap for businesses 
and other public spaces.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci is quoted as saying, “| do not believe that we should 
accept the inevitability of there being another surge.” 


CDC’s Covid-19 School Guidance Leaves Some Reassured, Others Confused. 
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CNN (2747, Howard, 89.21M) reports the CDC “released new quidance on Friday detailing strategies for how 
schools can open safely during the pandemic.” Atlania Public Schools Superintendent Lisa Herring “said that she 
felt reassured. The safety practices within the school district were among the CDC recommendations.” The 
federal agency “slill says its new guidelines provide strategies for schools fo continue in-person learning, even 
in...Covid-79 transmission ‘red’ zones.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said, “There can be some confusion there. 
What the quidelines are saying is that there are a number of things thal you can mitigate to make it safer, 
regardiess of what level you're in.” 


South African Coronavirus Variant Confirmed In Massachusetts Resident. 


Fox News (2/17, Hein, 23.99M) reports “a case of the South African coronavirus variant was confirmed in a 
Massachuseits resident who has no reported travel history.” On Tuesday, “officials said...the patient is a female 
in her 20s from Middlesex County, but did not reveal her current health status.” One “news release said the 
variant was detected through genetic sequencing completed at the Broad institute on behalf of the Department of 
Public Health, and that it was the first case of the B.1.351 variant detected in the state.” NIAID Director Anthony 
Fauci “has previously said the variants should serve as a ‘wakeup call’ for vaccine developers and those involved 
in the research to remain ‘nimble’ so that adjusiments may be made when necessary.” 


Health Officials Investigating Potential COVID-19 South African Variant In Reno. 


The Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal (2/17, Hidalgo, Wilkins, 219K) reports “health officials are investigating a 
potential case of the COVID-19 South African variant in Reno,” Nevada. The investigation was revealed “by 
Washoe County Health District Officer Kevin Dick on Wednesday.” ff the potential case is “confirmed, it would be 
the first case of the B1.351 variant in Nevada.” The South African variant was “found to be even more resistant to 
the current group of vaccines than the U.K. variant, according to” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci. 


Lowering Covid-19 Cases Is The Best Thing US Can Do To Improve Chances That Vaccines 
Will Continue Working, Expert Says. 


CNN (2/17, Maxouris, 89.21M) reports “lowering Covid-19 cases across the US isn’t only critical fo helping 
prevent another surge fueled by varianis — it also makes vaccines more likely to continue working effectively 
against mutations, one expert says.” Dr. Michael Mina, an epidemiologist and immunologist at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health, said on Tuesday, “The best thing we could possibly do to improve the chances 
that the vaccine will continue working...is to reduce cases as much as possible without having those reductions 
occur as a result of vaccine-derived immunity.” Mina added, “The more opportunities we give the virus io come in 
contact with somebody who is immune, the more opportunities there are for the virus to find a way around that 
level of immunity and those antibodies.” The NIH and NIAID Director Anthony Fauci are mentioned. 


Washington Post Fact-Checker Gives Harris ‘Two Pinocchios’ For ‘Starting From Scratch’ 
Vaccine Claim. 


Fox News (2/17, Wulfsohn, 23.99M) reporis, “Washington Post faci-checker Glenn Kessler challenged Vice 
President Kamala Harris’ recent claim that the Biden administration was ‘starting from scratch’ with tts 
coronavirus vaccine rollout.” He “concluded that while Harris’ claim that ‘no national strategy or plan’ can fall 
under a ‘philosophical difference’ between the Trump administration’s state-level approach versus the federal 


GADB0000002725 


oversight by the Biden adminisiration, the vice president ‘gets into trouble’ with the ‘starting from scratch’ 
remark.” Kessler wrote that Biden Administration officials “nave built on an existing structure left behind by the 
Trump team. ... Harris modified her comment by saying ‘in many ways,’ bul that’s not quite enough to avoid 
Pinocchios. She earns Two.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


CNN, Washington Post Fact-Checkers Explain Away Biden Vaccinations ‘Gaffe’ At Town 
Hall. 


Fox News (2/17, Rutz, 23.99M) reports, “Fact-checkers at CNN and The Washington Post were quick to explain 
and contextualize President Biden’s statement Tuesday night that there was no coronavirus vaccine when he 
took office.” The article says the “Post’s Glenn Kessler and CNN’s Daniel Dale, who vigorously fact-checked 
former President Donald Trump, wrote Biden had simply gaffed, since he mentioned earlier in the same town hall 
there had been ‘only’ 50 million vaccine doses when he took office.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. 


Ingraham: Shifting Goalposts In Virus Battle Showing ‘Democrats Hate Normal’ 


Fox News (2/17, Creitz, 23.99M)} reports, “I's becoming increasingly clear that Joe Biden and the Democrats do 
not want life to return to pre-coronavirus ‘normal’ in America ever again, Laura Ingraham argued Wednesday 
night.” “The Ingraham Angle” host said, “If you thought because of vaccines and acquired immunity you’d be free 
from masks and COVID concerns by spring or summer, you have another think coming,’ referring to Biden’s 
statement Tuesday that he hopes ‘by next Christmas,’ the U.S. will be in a ‘very different circumstance.” Under 
the Biden Administration’s “ever-shifting guidelines, Ingraham said, White House chief medical adviser Dr. 
Anthony Fauci and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will always have an upcoming holiday or 
other ‘superspreader’ event to warn Americans about.” 


Shock: Just Half To Get Coronavirus Vaccine, Rest Cite Safety, Effectiveness, Needles. 


The Washington Examiner (2/17, Bedard, 888K) reports data from the latest edition of the “Back-to-Normal 
Barometer” survey indicate barely 50% “of the nation is planning to get the coronavirus vaccine, a surprising slap 
to the White House that has spent weeks urging the nation to get stuck.” Of the 50% who were not eager to 
receive the vaccine, the survey “said that 12% were somewhai ready, 15% were somewhat not ready, and 23% 
strongly said they won't get it.” According to the article, “The poll shows that despite photos of the president, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, governors, and celebrities receiving the vaccine, there is a lot of work to be done to convince a 
majority of the country to get it.” 


Project Veritas Accuses Zuckerberg Of Violating Own Policy With Early Vaccine Concerns. 


The Washington Times (2/17, Richardson, 626K) reports, “Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg has banned from his 
social media platforms any claims that the novel coronavirus vaccine alters DNA, although he himself expressed 
similar concerns last year.” On Tuesday, Project Veritas released video “of Mr. Zuckerberg raising questions 
about whether vaccines include risks of side effects such as ‘modifying people's DNA and RNA’ in July during a 
virtual Q&A meeting with staff.” The Times says, “Strictly speaking, Mr. Zuckerberg did not claim that the vaccine 
changes DNA, but in a Nov. 30 public livestream, he was still concerned enough to raise the issue with White 
House coronavirus task force member Dr. Anthony Fauci.” COVID-19 vaccinations “were the first mRNA 
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vaccinations cleared by the Food and Drug Administration.” In a post last reviewed November 24, the CDC said, 
“MRNA from the vaccine never enters the nucleus of the cell and does not affect or interact with a person’s 
DNA.” 


Too High? Too Low? One Thing’s For Sure: The Covid Relief Bill ls About Far More Than 
Covid Relief. 


in an opinion piece for Forbes (2/17, 10.33M), contributor Elizabeth Bauer says “the Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Budget has now voiced strong criticism of the” American Rescue Plan. The commiliee said, 
“Only about 1 percent of the entire package goes toward COVID vaccines, and 5 percent is truly focused on 
public health needs surrounding the pandemic. Meanwhile, nearly half of the package will be spent on poorly 
targeted rebate checks and state and local government aid, including to households and governments that have 
experienced little or no financial loss during this crisis.” Bauer criticizes the bill, saying it ‘is marketed as ‘covid 
relie? when its provisions extend far beyond what's needed to directly alleviate financial suffering and implement 
needed remedies.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci is quoted. 


The Myth Of ‘Good Covid Vaccines’ And ‘Bad Covid Vaccines’. 


STAT (2/17, Branswell, 262) reports, “News coverage and social media posts aboui clinical trial resulis are 
creating a hierarchy of Covid vaccines in the minds of much of the public: ‘good vaccines’ and ‘bad vaccines,” a 
narrative that “health officials say is a problem.” Some people may refuse a vaccine they see as less effective. 
The article says, “In truth, the phenomenon is already playing out, even among some who understand the 
caveais around when the studies were conducted and the operational benefiis of these easier-to-deploy 
vaccines. STAT asked Emory University immunologist Rafi Ahmed if he would specify a preference should his 
mother ask for advice about Covid vaccines. Ahmed replied without hesitation: He’d tell her io get one of the 
messengerRNA, or MRNA, vaccines made by Pfizer or Moderna.” The article mentions NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. 


Fauci: There’s Evidence COVID-19 Vaccines Don’t Just Protect You — They May Stop You 
From Spreading The Virus To Others, Too. 

Hilary Brueck writes for Business Insider (2/17, 2.74M} that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “says there’s new 
evidence that a COVID-19 vaccine may not just protect the people who get it but also shield others whom they 
come in contact with.” 


HHS Is About To Launch A $115 Million Vaccine Education Campaign — Here Are All The Ad 
Agencies Benefiting From It. 


Patrick Coffee and Lindsay Rittenhouse write for Business Insider (2/17, 2.74M) that “advertising giant WPP has 
been leading a $250 million US Department of Health and Human Services coronavirus messaging campaign.” 
The main part of this initiative, “a $715 million-plus effort to promote the vaccines, is set to launch imminently.” 
The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


The US Isn’t Prepared For A New, More Infectious Variant To Be Dominant By March — Even 
With Vaccinations Underway. 
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Aria Bendix writes for Business Insider (2/17, 2.74M) that it took only “three months for the more contagious 
coronavirus variant known as 8.1.1.7 to become dominant in the UK. Scientists forecast a similar fate in the US.” 
A recent analysis indicates “29 states are currently easing lockdown restrictions, while three — lowa, Florida, and 
Missouri — have lifted restrictions almost entirely. Businesses are mostly open across 42 states, and 12 states 
have no mask requirements at all, according to a New York Times analysis.” Consequently, the US is “ina 
precarious position from now until July, when” vaccines are expected to be widely available. The piece mentions 
NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Congress To Hold Hearing On News Media’s Role In Promoting Conspiracy Theories About 
COVID-19 And The 2020 Election. 


Charles Davis writes for Business Insider (2/17, 2.74M) that “conspiracy theories are no longer the domain of 
fringe websites, but have aired on major cable news networks.” As a result, congressional Democrats “say they 
want to examine the role that the mainstream media has played in promoting false and outlandish claims.” The 
piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Christians Should Learn The Power Of ‘Bite Me’. 


In an opinion in the Washington Times (2/18, 626K}, columnist Cheryl K. Chumiley writes that patriotic American 
Christians “need to learn the power of the phrase ‘Bite me’ ~ and then, apply it accordingly” if they “are serious 
about reeling back socialism and” bringing “back individual freedoms.” Chumley adds, “When globalist-minded 
medical bureaucrats and Microsoft-slash-seif-described-philanthropists like, respectively, Dr. Anthony Fauci and 
Bill Gates are given wide latitude to counsel and influence the president of the United States, members of 
Congress, officials with the World Health Organization and United Nations, and other leaders both foreign and 
domestic, and convince them into shutting down economies, schools, churches and individual freedoms, all in 
the name of a virus — patriotic Christians need to say, ‘Bite me, Fauci.’ Or, ‘Bite me, Bill Gates.’ Or, the short-cut 
version, ‘Bite me, globalists.”” 


‘Either Not Telling The Truth Or Mentally Gone’: Trump Rips Biden Over Vaccine Claim. 


The Daily Caller (2/17, Kruta, 375K) reports “former President Donald Trump lashed out at President Joe Biden 
during a Wednesday interview on Newsmax.” The former president “argued that Biden was ‘either not telling the 
truth or mentally gone’ after the president appeared to claim during a CNN town hall that the coronavirus vaccine 
was not available before he took office in January.” Trump said on Newsmax, “Well | saw that he said that there 
was no vaccine when he came into office. ... So he was either not telling the truth or he’s mentally gone, one or 
the other and he’s getting — actually Joe Biden is being killed on that whole thing, because even the haters said, 
‘Weill wait a minute, you know this vaccine was announced long before,’ and | believe he got the shot sometime 
before January twentieth.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci is mentioned. 


Psaki Defends Harris ‘Starting From Scratch’ COVID Vaccine Remarks. 


The New York Post (2/17, Bowden, 7.45M) reports that on Wednesday, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki 
“doubled-clown on Vice President Kamala Harris’ disputed claim that the new administration was ‘starting from 
scratch’ to develop a national vaccine distribution plan.” She said, “i don’t think most governors or most of the 
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American people would tell you that they think it was handled effectively and efficiently by the prior 
administration, given we are where we are.” The article mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Surprise Find In COVID-19 Brain Capillaries. 


MedPage Today (2/17, George, 183K) reports, “Large cell nuclei that appeared to be megakaryocytes were 
found in cortical capillaries of five people who died with severe COVID-19, neuropathologists reported.” The 
findings were reported in a JAMA Neurology research letter. Gerald Soff, MD, “hematologist with Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center in New York City, who wasn’t involved with the research,” said that “this atypical finding 
is ‘extremely unanticipated and thoughi-evoking.” In addition, “Avindra Nath, MD, of the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke in Bethesda, Maryland, who wasn’t involved with the stud,” said that “while 
the significance of megakaryocytes in cortical capillaries is unclear, ‘| am not sure that this can explain brain 
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fog. 


Humidity: Another Reason Face Masks May Protect Against Severe Covid-19. 


In a piece for Forbes (2/17, 10.33M)}, senior contributor Bruce Y. Lee writes, “A face covering may be able to 


block at least some of the Covid-19 coronavirus from going into your nose and mouth.” In addition, Lee says, “A 
study just published in the Biophysical Journal showed how a face covering may serve as a humidifier.” The 
study was conducted by researchers Joseph M. Courtney and Ad Bax, PhD, from the National Institutes of 
Health. 


All Of Us Research: Participants Are Now Getting Back Genetic Results. 


The Birmingham (AL) Times (2/18, 107) reports the NIH’s “All of Us Research Program has begun to return 
genetic results to participants who have donated biosampies for research,” which “reflects the program's priority 
fo give back information to its research volunteers.” The program “is working to build a diverse community of 1 
million or more participant partners across the U.S. to help researchers learn more about how genetics, 
environment and lifestyle factors affect health outcomes.” 


RADx Expects COVID-19 Portfolio To Accelerate An Era Of At-Home Infectious Disease 
Testing. 


GenomeWeb (2/17) reports the NIH “Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics team has closed the submission process 
and earmarked $1.2 billion to support SARS-CoV-2 diagnostics from more than 40 labs and companies.” The 
article adds, “The final RADx portfolio of products to be developed and scaled includes a diversity of diagnostics 
from companies such as lumina, Quidel, Fluidigm, and Mesa Biotech, and is likely to result in a near-ierm 
manufacturing boom in rapid antigen tests and over-the-counter home-use diagnostics.” 


NIAID ACTIV-2 Trial Begins Phase 2/3 Testing On Four COVID-19 Therapeutics. 


Homeland Preparedness News (2/17, Galford) reports, “Another four COVID-19 therapeutics for those with mild 
to moderate symptoms moved further up the pipeline this week, with the announcement of enrollment for Phase 
2/3 testing in the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) ACTIV-2 trial.” According to the 
article, “ACTIV-2 will involve randomized, placebo-controlled studies of Synairgen’s SNGOO1 inhalabie beta 
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interferon, a monoctonal antibody combination from AstraZeneca known as AZD7442 and Camostat mesilaie, an 
oral serine protease inhibitor created by Sagent Pharmaceuticals.” 


A Next Generation Coronavirus Vaccine Is In The Works. But Initial Funding Was Denied. 


USA Today (2/17, Heath, 12.7M) reporis Drew Weissman, “one of two scientists at the University of 
Pennsylvania behind the scientific breakthrough that enabled Moderna and Pfizer to make mRNA vaccines,” and 
a fellow scientist have been working on a “more versatile coronavirus vaccine,” but when they took a proposal for 
their project “to the National Institutes of Health for funding last May, they left empty-handed.” The scientists “had 
proposed research on vaccines io protect agains! any variant of the virus, known as a universal or pan vaccine,” 
but NIH staff who initially wanted to put the grant on a fast-track for approval were prevented from doing so “by 
negative scores from the independent scientists asked to review the grant proposal.” According to Weissman, 
some of the reviewers “said, ‘We don’t need a pan coronavirus vaccine,’ which is crazy.” 


Pfizer Says South African Variant Could Significantly Reduce Vaccine Protection. 


Reuters (2/17, Erman) reports certain antibody protections created by the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine 
could be reduced by as much as two-thirds against the South African variant based on the results of a lab study. 
However, “the study found the vaccine was still able to neutralize the virus and there is not yet evidence from 
trials in people that the variant reduces vaccine protection.” 

Additional Sources. STAT (2/17, Joseph, 262K) reports, “It can be difficult to extrapolate what such lab 
experiments mean for what happens if someone who received the vaccine is exposed to the variant.” Because 
COVID-19 vaccines create other antibody types and T-cells, “it’s possible that overall people retain more of their 
defenses in fending off the virus.” The article adds that the vaccines also could still protect against severe 
COVID-19. The findings were published Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine. 

CNN (2/17, Sealy, Bonifield, 89.21M) reporis, “Separately, a team at the National Institutes of Health and 
Moderna published a letter in the same journal outlining findings from an experiment they reported last month.” 
The team “also reported a reduction in the antibody response to viruses genetically engineered to look like the 
B.1.351 variant ~ but not enough of a reduction to make the vaccine work any jess effectively.” 

Also covering the story are Bloomberg (2/17, Kresge, Langreth, 3.57M), the Washington Post (2/18, 
Cunningham, Schemm, 10.52M), and the Financial Times (2/17, Kuchler, Subscription Publication, 1.48M). 


SolarWinds Hacks Perpetrated From Inside U.S., White House Says. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Sebenius, Leonard, 3.57M) reports, “A sprawling cyber-attack that cornpromised popular 
software created by Texas-based SolarWinds Corp. was executed from within the U.S., a top White House 
official said, though the government believes Russia was responsible.” Wednesday, in a briefing for reporters, 
Deputy National Security Advisor Anne Neuberger said that “the federal investigation of the hack will take several 
months.” 

Additional Sources. The Washington Examiner (2/17, Dunleavy, 888K) reports, “It is believed that the 
Justice Department, State Department, Treasury Department, Energy Department, Commerce Depariment, 
National institutes of Health, and federal court system were affected by the hack.” 
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Dr. Moncef Slaoui Calls Out Biden For Claiming COVID Vaccine Distribution As His 
Administration’s Own. 


Fox Business (2/17, Stabile, 3.06M) reporis “the Biden administration has not hesitated to take credit for 
coronavirus vaccine distribution in the U_S., bul former Operation Warp Speed chief adviser Dr. Moncef Slaoui 
said Wednesday it’s obvious the While House has inherited the same system from its predecessor.” Slaoui said 
on FOX Business Network, “The plans are exactly as we put them together, to have about 200 million doses of 
vaccine distributed by the end of the month of March, and that’s remaining the plan.” Slaoui added, “What 
happened is, we have integrated under the operation [of] the NIH, the FDA...the CDC...the Army and private 
companies. ... Wel, frankly, shielded ourselves from the politics, focusing on the science and generating data.” 


Joe Biden Should Declare A Food And Nutrition War. 


In an opinion piece for The Hill (2/17, 5.69M), International Journal of Disease Reversal and Prevention 
associate editor Casey Means, M.D., and corporate strategy consultant Grady Means write, “It’s time for 
President Biden to create a National Institute for Food, Nutrition and Disease Prevention within the National 
institutes of Health (NIH) and make it the central scientific voice on nutrition within the government.” According to 
Means and Means, “The largely preventable epidemics of obesity, diabetes, heart disease, stroke and cancer 
are not only growing, they are also creating hundreds of billions of dollars in excess American health care costs.” 
Means and Means say, “And yet, in December, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), supported by the 
Depariment of Health and Human Services, endorsed high sugar levels in the ‘2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans.” 


NCI Grants $1.9M To Roswell Park To Study Molecular Race-Based Breast Cancer 
Disparities. 

GenomeWeb (2/17) reports, “The Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center said on Wednesday that the 
National Cancer Institute has awarded a $1.9 million grant to one of its research teams to study the role of long 
noncoding RNAs in race-based breast cancer disparities.” 


US Administering An Average Of 1.7M Vaccine Doses Per Day. 


The AP (2/17) reports that the US is “vaccinating on average 1.7 million Americans per day for the coronavirus, 
up from under 7 million a month ago.” Much of the increase, according to CDC data, “comes from people 
receiving their second dase of the approved vaccines from Moderna and Pfizer,” and “the pace of first dose 
vaccinations has been largely steady over the past several weeks, hovering around an average of 900,000 shots 
per day.” 

The New York Times (2/17, Leonhardt, 20.6M)} reports, “An appropriate goal, experts say, is three million 
shots per day — probably by April. At that pace, half of adults would receive thelr first shot by April and all adults 
who wanted a shot could receive one by June, saving thousands of lives and allowing normal Ife to return by 
midsummer.” 
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Poll Indicates 55% Of Americans Say Teachers Should Be Vaccinated Before Schools 
Reopen. 


Forbes (2/17, McEvoy, 10.33M) reports even as “the Biden administration is pushing to get students back in the 
classroom without a coronavirus vaccination requirernent for teachers, most Americans believe schools should 
wait until all teachers are inoculated before they reopen,” according to a Morning Consuilt/Politico poll released 
on Wednesday. Data show more than “half (55%) of the roughly 2,000 voters surveyed...said states should wait 
to reopen schools until teachers are vaccinated, while 34% said schools should open as quickly as possible 
regardless of teacher vaccinations.” 

Morning Consult (2/17, Yokley, 3K) also covers the story. 


COVID-19 Vaccine Shortage Compels US Diplomats To Seek Doses From Foreign 
Governments. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Hudson, 10.52M) reports, “U.S. diplomats serving in countries with poor medical 
infrastructure and high coronavirus infection rates are venting frustrations about the way top officials in 
Washington are distributing the vaccines for the virus, according to meeting notes, interviews and documenis 
obtained by The Washington Post.” The shortage of COVID-19 “vaccines has forced State Department leaders 
to make difficult and unenviable decisions, and created humbling experiences for U.S. diplomats representing 
the world’s wealthiest country.” Some “13 foreign governments offered to inoculate U.S. officials serving abroad 
with their own supplies of U.S.-made Moderna and Pfizer vaccines — a gesture the State Department has already 
accepted, said senior U.S. officials.” 


Poll Finds 73% Of Americans Believe COVID-19 Vaccine Will Be Widely Available By 
Summer’s End. 


The Hill (2/417, Coleman, 5.89M) reporis nearly “three-quarters of Americans said they are confident the COVID- 
19 vaccine will be widely available in their state by the end of the summer, according to a” Quinnipiac University 
poll released on Wednesday. Data show 73% “of respondents said they are very confident or somewhat 
confident that their state’s residents will be abie to get the vaccine before the end of the summer.” Some 25% “of 
participants said they have little or no confidence that will happen.” 


Biden Adviser Lacks Explanation About Why California, Florida Have Similar COVID-19 Data 
Despite Vastly Different Policies. 


On MSNBC Live = (2/17, 1.26M), White House senior adviser for COVID response, Andy Slavitt, discussed why 
some states which did not implement lockdowns have COVID-19 data which are similar to those of other states 
which did. Slavitt said, “Look, there’s so much of this virus that we think we understand, that we think we can 
predict, it’s just a litte beyond our explanation. What we do know is the more careful people are, the more they 
mask and social distance, the quicker we vaccinate, the quicker it goes away and the less it spreads. But we 
have to get better visibility into variants and what role they play, et cetera. But as we learned, this is a virus that 
continues to surprise us. It’s very hard to predict. All around the country we have to continue to do a better job. | 
think we are but we're not done yet.” 
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Fox News (2/17, Betz, 23.99M) reports “Slavitt appeared stumped Wednesday when asked on MSNBC to 
explain California and Florida’s similar COVID-19 trends, despite having wildly different responses fo the 
pandemic.” In spite of “their differences in policies,” the siates have “shown similar COVID-19 trends — even 
accounting for the population difference.” 

The Washington Examiner (2/17, Lee, 888K) and the Daily Caller (2/17, Morefield, 375i) also cover the 
story. 


White House Adviser Addresses Concerns About The Efficacy Of Vaccines Against 
Coronavirus Variants. 


about coronavirus variants, saying, “Look, there is no question that there are variants that are coming that are 
making their way here into the US, and some a little bit more quickly than others. | think the news on the vaccine 
front on the variants has been | would say measured posilive.” Slavitt said “we've got a high degree of 
confidence that both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines work well’ against B.1.1.7, “the UK strain that is here in 
more abundance.” Both companies “are working on a plan to continually update the vaccines should there be 
mutations that they don’t perform weil on.” He added that even though the vaccines are less effective against the 
South African variant, they still work above the threshold necessary to create antibodies, which he concluded “is 
a pretty good sign to me.” 

CNBC (2/17, Miao, 7.34M) reports during the interview, Slavitt indicated “governors have ‘difficult decisions’ 
to make in juggling vaccine distribution for groups including seniors, nursing home workers and teachers.” He 
stated, “We iry to support them with the science the best we can, but until the shortage is resolved we're going to 
still have these challenges.” 


GOP Campaign Arm Targeting Dems Over School Reopenings In New Ad. 


The Hill (2/417, Axelrod, 5.69M) reports, “The Senate Republican campaign arm is going after Democrats in new 
ads hitting them over school reopenings amid the coronavirus pandemic.” This “new 15-second digital spot from 
the National Republican Senatorial Commitiee (NRSC) is targeting Democratic Sens. Raphael Warnock (Ga.}, 
Mark Kelly (Ariz.}, Catherine Cortez Masto (N.M_), Michael Bennet (Colo.), Tammy Duckworth (ll) and Maggie 
Hassan (N.H.), all of whom are up for reelection next year.” The spot “highlights questions over the White 
House’s plans to reopen schools, a topic where the GOP believes it can go on the offensive.” 


Technology, Health Experts Urge Feds To Build Working IT Systems To Handle COVID-19 
Vaccine Distribution, Share Data. 


FedScoop (2/17, Nyczepir) reports the OS “government must build working IT systems to manage COVID-19 
vaccines and share real-time data on supply and immunizations, say technology and health experts.” States and 
localities with limited resources “didn’t receive the tech they needed from the Trump administration to support 
vaccine rollout, according to current and former federal and state officials. States expected the federal 
government to provide at least one functional system for distribution, scheduling and reporting they could use.” 
Stil, “the officials say there’s still ime to develop such a system given the uneven vaccine rollout nationwide.” 
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Some 130 Cancer Centers, Organizations Ask Biden To Make COVID-19 Vaccines For 
People With Cancer A Priority. 


Contributor Victoria Forster writes in Forbes (2/17, 10.33M)} that on Wednesday, “a group of 130 cancer centers 


and organizations, spearheaded by the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), sent a letter to 
President Biden and senior members of the CDC asking them io prioritize Covid-19 vaccinations for people with 
cancer and cancer survivors.” Growing evidence indicates “people undergoing cancer therapy are at a higher risk 
of severe illness and dying of Covid-19 should they contract the coronavirus.” Furthermore, “people who have 
survived ceriain types of cancer such as blood cancer are also at higher risk from Covid-19, even if they have 
finished their treatments.” The Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, Massachusetts is one of the signatories. 


Commentary Warns Pandemic Will Worsen Unless US Continues To Slow The Spread Of 
Coronavirus. 


ina New York Times (2/17, 20.6M) op-ed, Ezekiel J. Emanuel, Rick Bright and Céline Gounder, who were 
members of President Biden's advisory board on COVID during the transition, write that despite some recent 
improvements, the “Covid-19 omens are not good.” They warn that “this feel-good moment is obscuring what 
could be a dismal spring and the potential of further lockdowns unless we can continue to slow the spread of this 
virus.” 


USAToday: Biden’s Failure To Reopen Schools Shows He Has Yet To Learn Lessons About 
Not Following The Science. 


USA Today (2/17, 12.7M) writes in an editorial that the last “year has inflicted devastating lessons on what 
happens when elected leaders fail to follow the science in making decisions that affect the public’s well-being.” 
Nevertheless, “the ongoing debate about whether to reopen the nation’s public schools shows those lessons siill 
haven't been adequately learned. The scientific evidence for safely reopening schools during the COVID-19 
pandemic has been clear for months.” The paper adds that “President Joe Biden last week backed off from his 
pledge to reopen most schools during his first 100 days in office. Instead, the White House set a goal of having 
at least 50% of schools open ai least one day a week for in-person instruction.” 


Commentary Says Biden Is Taking Action To Ensure The Safe Reopening Of Schools. 


Deputy Assistant Secretary of Education for K-12 Jessica Cardichon writes in USA Today (2/17, 12.7M) that 
during “the first three weeks of his presidency, President Joe Biden has taken immediate action to address this 
crisis with a clear goal in mind: Get students back to school, in-person learning five days a week as quickly and 
safely as possible. This is no easy feal, but an evidence-based, urgent approach like the one we are charting can 
make ail the difference.” 


Commentary Criticizes Biden About COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution, School Reopenings. 


Contributor Michael Barone writes in the Washington Examiner (2/17, 888K), “You expect a certain number of 
stumbles from a new administration. The incoming Biden team professed dismay at its predecessor's 
“nonexistent” coronavirus vaccine distribution program, and this week President Biden complained of the 
vaccine, ‘which we didn't have when | came into office.” Biden vowed “to deliver 1 million a week,” however, 
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“there were 7.5 million vaccinations on Inauguration Day, and Biden had received two doses of vaccine — on 
Dec. 21 and Jan. 11. It's easier to achieve your goal if you don’t set the goalposts past a mark already reached.” 
Barone wonder if “something similar [will] work on reopening schools,” or if Biden's stance will turn suburban 
parenis against him. 


Columnist Says Pandemic Is Allowing Biden To Advance A Broader Economic Agenda. 


Doyle McManus writes in his Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M) column that “when Joe Biden launched his 
campaign for the presidency in 2019, his economic proposals were relatively modest updates of the middle- 
class-oriented agenda he championed as vice president under Barack Obama.” However, at present, “Biden’s 
economic message, retooled to address current needs, has real urgency.” McManus says the President “isn’t 
stopping at pandernic relief. He’s also using the emergency to build support for the far broader program of 
economic reform he adapted midway through his campaign last year, including massive investments in 
manufacturing, technology, education and child care.” 


North Dakota Detects First Two Cases Of UK Coronavirus Variant In State. 


The AP (2/17) reports health “officials said Wednesday that the variant strain of the coronavirus first detected in 
the United Kingdom has now been confirmed in North Dakota.” Health authorities “said one person had recently 
returned from domestic travel before getting sick and the second person was a close contact of the first.” 
Authorities “said one other case is suspected to be the UK variant and is currently under investigation.” 

The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead (ND) (2/17, Griffith, 49K) reports the infections are “the state’s first two 
cases” of the UK variant. However, “the two people are no longer infected.” 


Michigan Prison Has Detected 90 Cases Of UK Coronavirus Variant. 


The AP (2/17) reports 90 “cases of a COVID-19 variant believed to be more contagious have been found in 
inmates and staff at a western Michigan prison, and dozens of test results are pending, officials said.” Daily 
COVID-19 “testing began at the Bellamy Creek Correctional Facility, in lonia, after a prison employee was found 
to have the 8.1.1.7 variant, which first emerged in the United Kingdom, officials said.” Testing was conducted for 
95 people, and “90 individuals — 88 of them inmates — had the variant, with the two other cases among prison 
employees, Michigan State Police announced Tuesday.” 


Wake County, North Carolina Cancels Drive-Through Vaccination Clinic Due To Ice Storm. 
The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (2/17, Sessoms, 396K) reports Wake County, North Carolina “has canceled 
the drive-through vaccination clinic scheduled for Thursday at PNC Arena because of the approaching ice storm 
and the risk of hazardous driving conditions.” Wake County officials “announced that all appointments scheduled 
for Thursday will be moved to Monday, Feb. 22, at the arena.” 


New York Has Confirmed 82 Cases Of UK Coronavirus Variant, Governor Says. 


The New York Post (2/17, Hogan, Musumeci, 7.45M)} reports “there are now 82 confirmed cases of the highly 
contagious UK variant of COVID-19 in New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Wednesday.” That number “is up by 
12 since Saturday, Cuomo said on a conference call with reporters as he noted that 11 of those new cases were 
in New York City, while one was in Broorne County.” 
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Maryland Officials Detect Brazilian Coronavirus Variant For First Time. 


The Baltimore Sun (2/17, Oxenden, 629K) reporis Gov. Larry Hogan (R) “said Wednesday night that Maryland 
health officials have detected a new variant of the coronavirus in the state.” The variant, called “P.1, is more 
commonly known as the Brazil variant, and first appeared in the United States at the end of January.” The state’s 
health department “confirmed the new variant with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in an 
adult older than 65 from the National Capital Region.” The person “recently died after international travel.” 


CDC Report: LGBTQ People Have Higher Rates Of Underlying Health Issues That Lead To 
Greater COVID-19 Risks. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Schmidi, 10.52M) reports that a “report the CDC released this month found that gay, 
lesbian and bisexual people in the United States have higher rates of self-reported underlying conditions 
associated with severe covid-19 outcomes, including asthma, cancer, heart disease, obesity, kidney disease and 
stroke, than heterosexual people.” Within this community, “Black and Hispanic people are particularly vulnerable, 
according to the report, which relied on 2017-2019 data from a collection of population health surveys called the 
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System.” But “as the report’s authors point out, no one knows the true toll of 
the virus on that community — because the United States is not collecting the data necessary to study it.” 


Colorado Reports Fewest COVID-19 Outbreaks Since Mid-November. 


The Denver Post (2/17, Wingerter, 560K) reports “Colorado had the fewesi reported outbreaks of COVID-19 over 
the last week since mid-November, with long-term care facilities accounting for much of the decrease.” The 
state’s “Department of Public Health and Environment reporied 829 COVID-19 outbreaks as of Wednesday, 
which was 66 fewer than the week before.” However, “the number of outbreaks in schools increased by 10, to 
132." 


Americans Could Soon Have Ability To Choose Between Two Labeled Levels Of Mask 
Protection. 


CNN (2/17, Enriquez, 89.21M) reports “Americans may soon be able to choose between two clearly labeled 
levels of face mask protection while browsing store shelves.” The novel “national mask standard outlines 
minimum fit, design, performance and testing requirements for face masks and would require user instructions, 
package labeling and a permanent tag on the product.” ASTM International, which is an international standards 
organization, “spent seven months conducting expedited testing and review and published tts guidance on 
Tuesday.” How quickly Americans “will see ASTM-labeled masks on store shelves may come down to how the 
standards are adopted by government agencies, such as the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health and” the Occupational Health and Safety Administration. 


Biden Says COVID-19 Vaccines Will Be Available To All US Residents By July. 


The Intelligencer (2/17, Rosa-Acquino, 1.3M) reports “President Biden on Tuesday participated in his first 
televised town hall since taking office to give what can be classified as an educated guess: [COVID-19] vaccines 
will be available for every American by late July.” That is “a change from Biden’s pledge just last month, when he 
said everyone who wants a vaccine will be able to get one by the spring.” On Tuesday, Biden “laid much of the 
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blame for needing io push back that timeline at the feet of the Trump administration: ‘Think of what we didn't do’ 
from the time the coronavirus arrived in the United States. ‘We wasted so much time.” 


Biden’s Visit To Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine Plant In Michigan Postponed By One Day. 


MLive (MI (2/17, Tunison, 828K) reports President “Biden's trip to tour Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine 
manufacturing plant in Portage,” Michigan “has been postponed a day.” Late Wednesday, “Portage City Manager 
Joseph La Margo confirmed...that city officials were informed the visit planned for Thursday, Feb. 18 has been 
rescheduled for Friday.” Weather was a factor “in the decision, officials said.” 


Commentary: Biden Has No National Plan For Vaccinating Teachers Against COVID-19. 


in an opinion piece for the Washington Examiner (2/17, 888K), commentary writer Eddie Scarry says “it’s nice 
that [President] Biden thinks teachers should receive higher priority in getting a” COVID-19 “vaccine that’s in very 
high demand. But why isn’t he doing anything about it?” Scarry asserts that “if Biden, who says he wants schools 
open, were to take action, he would have two options: He could either ensure that teachers receive higher 
priority for vaccination, or he could find a way to force them back to school without vaccination.” Scarry 
concludes, “He has done neither. And the reason is simple. Biden has no national plan.” 


Editorial: Biden Administration Making School Reopenings More Difficult. 


The New York Post (2/17, 7.45M) says in an editorial, “America needs its schools reopened, but President Biden 
and his team are making it harder even as they pretend otherwise.” The Post adds, “Biden slammed President 
Donald Trump during the campaign for not doing more to get schools open, but the only clear goal Joe’s tearm 
has offered now is actually less than the nation already has. All it offers is empty rhetoric, dodgy answers to 
factual questions — and policies that delay whai it says it wants.” 


Analysis Examines Why COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Appears “Chaotic And 
Incomprehensible.” 


USA Today (2/17, Weise, 12.7M) says in an analysis, “If the COVID-19 vaccine rollout seems chaotic and 
incomprehensible, with numbers that don’t add up and allocations that don’t make sense, you're not alone. Even 
peaple who study this for a living are at a loss.” USA Taday poses the question, “lf things appear fo be on track, 
why is there so much chaos at the state level, with long lines, people unable to get appointments and clinics 
closing due to lack of vaccine?” According to the paper, “there are several reasons,” and “one Is a lack of federal 
transparency aboul vaccine supply and shipments and continued fluctuation of vaccine deliveries, ail of which 
confuse and confound states.” 


WSJournal Says $1.9T COVID-19 Relief Plan Includes $22B Tax Hike Impacting 
Multinational Companies. 


in an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (2/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
relief plan includes policy changes that are irrelevant to the pandemic, including a $22 billion tax hike impacting 
multinational companies. 
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Opinion: Risks Of Not Spending Enough On COVID-19 Relief More Damaging Than 
Spending Too Much. 


In an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal (2/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), Alan Blinder, former vice 
chairman of the Federal Reserve, says the risks of not spending enough money on COVID-19 relief are more 
damaging and more likely than spending too much. 


Neanderthal DNA May Be Linked To Lower Risk Of Severe COVID-19, Researchers Say. 


The Hill (2/77, Choi, 5.69M) reports “researchers have discovered a possible genetic link between Neanderthal 
DNA and a lower risk of developing a severe case of the coronavirus.” Researchers “found that a certain 
hapiogroup, a population that shares common DNA, was roughly 22 percent less likely to develop a severe case 
of COVID-19.” The “DNA is believed to have been inherited from Neanderthals.” The “DNA believed to protect 
against illness was found on the 72th chromosome, while the DNA discovered in a previous study that 
researchers theorized increased the chances of severe illness was found on the third chromosome.” The study 
was published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 


Brazilian Laboratory Says Sinovac Vaccine Is Effective Against UK, South African Variants. 


Reuters (2/17, Benassatto) reports, “The COVID-19 vaccine developed by China’s Sinovac Biotech is effective 
against the UK and South African variants, the vaccine’s Brazilian partner said on Wednesday, citing test results 
in Chinese trials.” Dimas Covas, “head of the Butantan biomedical center in Sao Paulo which [led] domestic trials 
of the Chinese vaccine and is supplying doses to Brazil’s Health Ministry, said: ‘We have tested this vaccine in 
China against the English and the South African variants, with good results.” Covas “did not give any more 
details on exactly how effective the vaccine proved against these strains.” 


Zients Says J&J Has Only A Few Million Doses Of Its Experimental COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (2/17, O'Donnell, Renshaw) reports the White House’s COVID-19 response coordinator, Jeffrey Zients, 
said Wednesday that Johnson & Johnson “has only a few million doses of its experimental COVID-19 vaccine in 
its inventory even as likely U.S. regulatory authorization is only a few weeks away.” Zients said J&J remains 
“commitied to providing 100 million doses by June but deliveries are likely to be ‘back-end loaded’ as J&J works 
with the U.S. government to boost supply.” 

The New York Times (2/17, LaFraniere, 20.6M) says though the J&J vaccine “would be the third to be 
authorized in the United States, the nation’s vaccine siock would not immediately increase. That is disappointing 
news for health officials and residents across the country who were hoping that another supplier would add to the 
13.5 million doses a week now being delivered to states by Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna.” 

CNBC (2/17, Lovelace, 7.34M)} also reports. 


Financial Analysts Suggest FDA Could Reject AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine For 
Efficacy, Manufacturing Process. 


FiercePharma (2/17, Weintraub, 12K} reports SVB Leerink analysts sent a note to clients Wednesday suggesting 
the FDA may reject AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine, and thai a point of “major concern’ is “that AstraZeneca is 
manufacturing its vaccine on a ‘distributed’ basis, meaning it’s not centralized, but spread over multiple sites and 
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contract partners.” Additionally, “for earlier published trials, AstraZeneca’s vaccine was manufactured at different 
sites and tested at varying dosing schedules,” and questions about the vaccine’s efficacy remain as variants of 
the virus emerge around the world. The analysis suggested that the FDA “could very well decice not to clear a 
sub-par vaccine, even though the demand for vaccination is far outstripping the supply of the two MRNA 
yaccines on the market, from Moderna and Pfizer/BloNTech.” 


Cuba’s Sovereign 2 Vaccine Nearing Final Trials. 


The New York Times (2/17, Augustin, Kitroeff, 20.6M)} reports, “The Cuban government says it is on the brink of 
an extraordinary scientific achievement: the mass production of a coronavirus vaccine invented on the island.” 
The Sovereign 2, “one of the four vaccines developed by Cuban scientists,” is expected to “enter a final phase of 
testing next month, a crucial step toward regulatory approval that, if successful, could put the island on the path 
to inoculate its entire population and begin exporis abroad by year’s end.” The article adds that a safe and 
effective homegrown vaccine “would hand the Cuban government a significant political victory — and a shot at 
rescuing the nation from economic ruin.” 


One-Third Of Military Service Members Have Chosen Not To Receive COVID-19 
Vaccinations, Pentagon Officials Say. 


CNN (2/17, Kaufman, Liebermann, 89.21M) reports that a third of US military service members “eligible to 
receive a Covid-19 vaccination have opted not to, defense officials said Monday as they announced the 
Depariment of Defense is nearing 1 million vaccinations delivered.” Cautioning “that it’s still ‘very early data, Maj. 
Gen. Jeff Taliaferro, vice director of operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the House Armed Services 
Committee Wednesday, ‘The vaccine is the right thing to do, it’s clearly safe for service members.” The 
percentage of those “who have decided not to receive a vaccine mirrors the acceptance rate across the United 
States, Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said Wednesday.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, Horion, 10.52M) reports, “The military mandates that service members receive 
a variely of vaccinations at enlistment, and often additional inoculations are required before deployments for 
typhoid, polio and other diseases.” However, “the emergency use authorizations for the Moderna and Pfizer- 
BioNTech coronavirus vaccines prevent commanders from requiring their use without Food and Drug 
Administration approval, Taliaferro said.” 

Among other sources covering the story are Bloomberg (2/17, Tiron, 3.57M), the AP (2/17, Baldor}, Politico 
(2/17, O'Brien, 6.73M), and the Washington Times (2/17, Glenn, 626K}. 


Native Americans Embrace COVID-19 Vaccine In Greater Numbers Than Other Minority 
Communities. 


The AP (2/17, Morgan} reports that while US minority communities have demonstrated distrust of COVID-19 
vaccines, “the opposite is true for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, a Native American tribe of 16,000 in 
western North Carolina, and other tribes across the country, which were also quick to adopt coronavirus 
prevention measures.” The “Indian Health Service said Tuesday that it has administered nearly 385,300 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines.” The article adds, “At a rate of about 18,490 per 100,000, that’s higher than all but five U.S. 
states, according to an AP analysis of federal data.” 
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Israeli Healthcare Provider Finds Pfizer Vaccine Was 95% Effective Against COVID-19 In 
Large Trial. 


Reuters (2/17, Ayyub) reports Israel-based HMO Maccabi “said on Wednesday that Pfizer inc’s COVID-19 
vaccine was 95% effective in a trial of 602,000 people, reinforcing the drugmaker’s efficacy findings.” The 


healthcare provider “said in a statement that only 608 people had tested positive for COVID-19 more than a 
week after receiving the second of two required Pfizer doses.” In comparison, 20,621 out of a group “of 528,000 
Israelis with similar backgrounds who did not receive the vaccine” tested positive. 


Opinion: Pharmacies Are Vital To American COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout, But They Can Do 
More. 


In an opinion in Bloomberg (2/17, 3.57M), contributors Scott Duke Kominers and Alex Tabarrok write that the 
involvement of pharmacies in America’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout is “already driving improvements in the 
distribution of shots in the U.S.” They explain, “Several states already rely on pharmacies to deliver most flu 
vaccines,” and West Virginia, which has “the fastest and most complete Covid-19 vaccination record thus far, 
has used local pharmacies to deliver vaccines more than any other state — pioneering a combination approach in 
which the National Guard coordinates logistics while local pharmacies do the injections.” However, they add, 
“because pharmacies, especially the smaller pharmacies, are not currently being used at maximum capacity to 
deliver the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines, offering the Oxford-AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines more broadly through pharmacies would make it possible to add untapped, efficient capacity directly.” 


Many Americans Reportedly Experiencing “Vaccine Envy” As They Wait Their Turn For 
COVID-19 Vaccine. 


USA Today (2/17, Dastagir, 12.7M) reports, “Public health officials warned it would take time to vaccinate 
everyone’ against COVID-19 “who desired it.” However, “most people...likely couldn't prepare for the feeling of 
watching as some people near a return fo normal, while they continue to wait.” The article examines the feelings 
of “vaccine envy” many Americans are experiencing as they watch others receive doses ahead of them. 


COVID-19 Infection Rates Among People Who Received Moderna, Pfizer Vaccines Were 
Almost 89% Lower, Large-Scale Study Suggests. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Langreth, 3.57M) reports a large-scale study has found that “COVID infection raies were 
almost 89% lower in people who received two doses of the Moderna Inc. or Pfizer Inc.-BioNTech SE vaccines, 
starting 36 days after their first shot.” The report “used artificial intelligence software to scan the medical records 
of” 31,000 “early vaccine recipients at Mayo Clinic facilities” in four states. The article adds, “The findings are 
imporiant because vaccine and drug efficacy in the real world often differs from what is seen in the carefully 
controlled environment of experimental clinical trials.” 


Winter Weather Delays Delivery Of COVID-19 Vaccines Across The US. 


CNN (2/47, Croft, Gumbrechi, Sanchez, 89.21M) reports, “Severe weather around the United States will delay 
Covid-19 vaccine deliveries in the coming days, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said 


GADB0000002725 


Wednesday.” FedEx and UPS said they have contingency plans in place; however, ihese delays could last up io 
two weeks. 

Newsweek (2/17, Kim, 2.67M) reports on multiple states’ reactions to the winter weather and how each 
state plans to alter its vaccine rollout. 

Among other news outlets covering the story are US News & World Report (2/17, Smith-Schoenwalder, 
1.91M), the AP (2/17, Noveck, Naishadham), ABC World News Tonight =) (2/17, Muir, 7.78M), CBS Evening 


News = (2/17, O'Donnell, 5.7M), and NBC Nightly News = (2/17, Holt, 8.26M). 


New York Governor Accused Of Threatening Assemblyman Who Criticized Him. 


USA Today (2/17, Campbell, 12.7M)} reports, “New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo [D] launched into a heated 
criticism Wednesday of one of the most vocal critics of his COVID-19 nursing home policies, state assemblyman 
[Ron Kim (D)] who claims the governor threatened to ‘destroy’ him on a private phone call.” 

The New York Times (2/17, Ferré-Sadurni, McKinley, 20.6M) says the governor “was angered and 
combative about a letter published by The New York Post that was signed by several Assembly members, 
including Mr. Kim.” The letter cited Cuomo’s “delays in releasing a complete tally of deaths of nursing home 
residenis.. [and] accused Mr. Cuomo of attempting to circumvent a federal probe and ‘intentional obstruction of 
justice.” 

According to CNN (2/17, Lee, Morales, 89.21M), Cuomo’s senior adviser Rich Azzopardi said, “Kim's 
assertion that the governor said he would ‘destroy him’ is false.” 

Other news outlets covering the story include The Hill (2/17, Choi, 5.69M)}, National Review (2/17, Evans, 
798K), Politico New York (2/17, Young), the AP (2/17, Villeneuve), Bloomberg (2/17, Clukey, Braun, 3.57M), the 
Washington Post (2/17, Bump, 10.52M), Forbes (2/17, Waish, 10.33M), and the Intelligencer (2/17, Prater, 
1.3M). 


FBI, US Attorney Investigating New York Governor’s Handling Of Nursing Homes During 
The COVID-19 Pandemic. 


The New York Times (2/17, Al, McKinley, Ferré-Sadurni, 20.6M) reports, “The Democratic leaders of the New 
York State Senate are moving to strip Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of unilateral ernergency powers granted during 
the pandemic, setting up a remarkable rebuke for the governor from members of his own party.” These 
proposals, “which could be voted on as soon as nexi week, underscore the deepening division between Mr. 
Cuomo and state lawmakers since the governor admitted to intentionally withholding critical data on virus-related 
deaths from the Legislature.” Meanwhile, it has “emerged that the F.B.1. and the U.S. attorney for the Easiern 
District of New York had opened an inquiry into the Cuomo adminisiration’s handling of nursing homes during the 
pandemic.” 

The New York Post (2/17, Garger, Celona, Hicks, 7.45M) reports this investigation “is examining the Cuomo 
administration's actions relating to the nursing homes and other long-term care facilities after ihousands of their 
residents died of COVID-19, according to two sources familiar with the matter.” According to The Times Union, 
the probe, for now, “is focusing on some senior members of Cuomo’s coronavirus task force.” 

Among other news outlets covering the siory are The Hill (2/17, Budryk, 5.69M), the New York Daily News 
(2/17, Slattery, 2.51M) and the Wall Street Journal (2/18, Vielkind, Subscription Publication, 8.41M). 
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Opinion: New York Governor’s Actions Worse Than A Coverup. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (2/17, 10.52M), columnist Marc Thiessen says New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo (D} “is under bipartisan fire after an aide admitted that his administration deliberately delayed 
releasing information showing the true extent of covid-19 deaths in New York nursing homes.” Thiessen argues, 
“Stonewalling the Justice Department is bad enough, but Cuomo did something even worse: His administration 
provided inaccurate data io public health officials.” He concludes, “Cuomo’s actions certainly merit his removal 
from office — not just for the coverup, but for the actions he took that impeded our national response to the worst 
pandemic in American history.” 


Opinion: New Yorkers Living In Discouraging Reality Under Gov. Cuomo. 


In an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal (2/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), Daniel Henninger 
expresses his dissatisfaction with New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s (D) management of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and discusses what life is like for New Yorkers. 


New York To Reopen Indoor Family Entertainment, Outdoor Amusement Parks. 


CNBC (2/17, Higgins-Dunn, 7.34M) reports, “New York is forging ahead with reopening more businesses amid a 
pasi-holiday decline in Covid-19 cases, but the governor said the state is keeping ‘one eye’ on troublesome 
variants of the virus that could reverse iis progress.” On Wednesday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) announced 
“indoor family entertainment centers, such as arcades, trampoline parks and laser tag facilities, will be allowed to 
reopen starting March 26 at 25% capacity with additional precautions,” and “outdoor amusement parks can 
reopen on April 9 at 33% capacity.” 


Nebraska Likely To Receive More Than 60K COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (2/17) reports, “Nebraska is likely to receive more than 60,000 doses of coronavirus vaccines this week.” 
The state “is focusing most of its vaccination efforts on residents who are at least 65 years old,” but “Gov. Pete 
Ricketts [R] said his administration has also directed local public health agencies to give priority to first 
responders, law enforcement, correctional workers, and people who work on public utilities, among others.” 


LA County Elementary Schools Allowed To Reopen, But Return To Class Will Be Uneven. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/17, Newberry, 3.37M) reports that while coronavirus rates in Los Angeles County 
“have finally dropped low enough to allow for the immediate reopening of elementary schools,” there will be “an 
uneven return to class.” The Times adds, “Smaller school systems in more prosperous communities...appear 
poised to quickly expand in-person instruction.” Larger districts and those serving low-income areas, however, 
have “concerns about vaccinations for school staff and community anxiety over health risks are making for 
harder decisions.” 


LATimes: LA Unified School District Superintendent Needs To Demand Teachers Return To 
Classrooms. 


An editorial in the Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M} says, “Supt. Austin Beutner, who has been struggling with a 
teachers union unwilling to send educators back into classrooms, couldn't have opened the schools fin Los 
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Angeles county] anyway because the county’s infection rate was too high to meet the state’s stringent 
standards.” However, this week, rates “fell to the point where itis officially safe for all elernentary schools in the 
county to open.” The Times adds the Los Angeles Unified School District superintendent “needs to put on his 
big-boy pants, reopen schools and demand that teachers return or risk their jobs.” 


California’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Does Not Prioritize Some Essential Workers. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/17, Castillo, 3.37M) reports, “Millions of front-line workers in California are falling 
through the cracks of an undersupplied COVID-19 vaccine distribution system, putting entire communities at 
prolonged risk of iliness.” California “has prioritized some essential workers for vaccines,” but Phase 1B does not 
include “high-risk workers at farms, restaurants and grocery stores.” 


First Two FEMA Mass COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Open In California. 


The Hill (2/17, Sullivan, 5.69M) reports, “The first iwo mass vaccination sites run by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) opened Tuesday in California.” They are located at the Oakland-Alameda 
Coliseum and California State University Los Angeles. 


North Carolina Alters COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Guidance, Making It Permissible To 
Refuse COVID-19 Vaccine To Travelers. 


The AP (2/17, Anderson) reports North Carolina is changing “Its vaccine distribution guidance to dissuade people 
from traveling long distances to receive a COVID-19 shot in the state.” The state DHHS said, “To promote the 
public health goals for North Carolina, it is permissible to not offer vaccine to temporary travelers who do not 
reside, work, or spend significant time in the North Carolina.” 


Michigan Restaurants Propose Tying Indoor Capacity Limits To COVID-19 Positivity Rate. 


The AP (2/17, Eggert) reports, “Michigan restaurants on Wednesday proposed tying indoor capacity limits to the 
percentage of COVID-19 tests that come back positive, contending that clear guideposts would help the 
hospitality industry navigate the pandemic.” However, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) “has opposed linking 
coronavirus metrics fo the automatic loosening or tightening of restrictions.” 

Other news outlets covering the story include ihe Detroit Free Press (2/17, Selasky, 2.16M), the Detroit 
News (2/17, Mauger, 1.146M} and MLive (Ml) (2/17, DesOrmeau, 828K). 


More Than 100K COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments Delayed In Pennsylvania. 


The Allentown (PA) Morning Call (2/17, Turner, 460K) reports, “Probiems in Pennsylvania’s rollout of the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine have caused shortages, prompling a shake-up in scheduling that could delay shots 
for more than 100,000 people, a top state official said Wednesday.” 


Massachusetts Residents Aged 65-74, Those With Underlying Health Conditions Eligible 
For COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/17) reports that on Wednesday, Massachusetts health officials said peaple aged 65 and older are now 
eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine. Residents with more than one underlying medical condition can also register 
for inoculation. 


GADB0000002725 


According to the Boston Globe (2/17, Weisman, Pan, Andersen, Lazar, 1.04M), underlying conditions 
include asthma, “cancer, chronic kidney disease; chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; Down syndrome; heart 
conditions, such as heart failure and coronary artery disease; being immunocompromised; pregnancy; sickle cell 
disease; obesity; smoking; and type 2 diabetes.” 

The Boston Herald (2/17, Tiernan, 327K) and the Cape Cod (MA) Times (2/17, McCormick, 64K) also 
report. 


Massachusetts Legislators To Hold Oversight Hearings On State’s COVID-19 Vaccine 
Rollout. 


The Boston Herald (2/17, Tiernan, 327K) reports Massachusetts legislators “will hold a series of oversight 
hearings on the siate’s ‘constantly changing and confusing vaccination roll out.” The article adds, “The newly- 
created Joint Committee on Covid-19 and Emergency Preparedness and Management will hold its first hearing 
on Feb, 25." 


Colorado Governor Will Not Allow Denver Mayor To Administer COVID-19 Vaccine To 
Homeless Ahead Of Schedule. 

The Denver Post (2/17, Swanson, 660K) reports Denver Mayor Michael Hancock (D) wouid like to deviate from 
Colorado's “state-mandated [COVID-19] vaccine priority list” and inoculate the city’s homeless population. 
However, Gov. Jared Palis (D) will not grant the mayor authority to do so ahead of schedule. 


More Than 695K Minnesotans Have Received The COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/17, Olson, 855K) reports, “More than 695,000 people in Minnesota have 
received COVID-19 vaccine, according to the latest state figures on Wednesday, including nearly 25% of 
teachers and 40% of senior citizens.” 


Minnesota Governor Wants All Schools To Offer Some Form Of In-Person Learning By 
March 8. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/17, Golden, Olson, 855K) reports that on Wednesday, Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz (DFL} said all schools throughout the state “should offer some form of in-person instruction by March 8.” He 
“said he’s confident Minnesota is ready to reopen classrooms because it has developed and invested in the kind 
of efforts needed to operate schools in a pandemic.” 


New Jersey Governor Extends Public-Health Emergency To Mid-March. 


NJ News (2/17, Johnson, 1.47M) reporis Gov. Phil Murphy (D) “extended New Jersey's public-health emergency 
over the coronavirus pandemic for a 12th time.” The executive order “extends the declaration until at least mid- 
March.” 


Error Causes Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Shortage In Pennsylvania. 


The AP (2/17, Rubinkam) reporis, “Pennsylvania is facing a temporary shoriage of booster shots of the Moderna 
vaccine because providers iInadvertenily used them as first doses, setting back the state’s already stumbling 


GADB0000002725 


vaccine rollout.” According to acting Health Secretary Alison Beam, some “30,000 to 60,000 appoiniments for the 
COVID-19 booster shot will need to be pushed back by one or two weeks.” 

The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (2/17, Guza, 245K) and the Reading (PA) Eagle (2/17, Hasty, 119K) also 
report. 


Editorial: California Governor Turns To Corporate Contacts To Roll Out COVID-19 Vaccine. 


in an editorial, the San Francisco Chronicle (2/17, 2.44M) says, “Gov. Gavin Newsom [D] has fallen back on a 
favoriie strategy to address California’s rickety vaccination effort a pair of highly touted, reluctantly disclosed 
corporate contracts.” The state will partner with Blue Shield and Kaiser Permanente to roll out the COVID-19 
vaccine. The Chronicle adds, “There is a familiar and troubling appearance of coziness about the contracts, 
which were granted on an emergency basis without the benefit — or hindrance, depending on one’s perspective — 
of a bidding process.” 


Colorado Governor Urges Congress To Take Action On COVID-19 Stimulus Plan. 


The AP (2/17, Nieberg) reports, “Colorado Gov. Jared Polis [D] urged lawmakers Wednesday to take quick 
action on a $1 billion-plus stimulus plan [and] lower taxes to jump-start the economy.” 


lowa Cancels Deal With Microsoft To Develop Centralized System For COVID-19 Vaccine 
Scheduling. 


The AP (2/17, Pitt) reports on Wednesday, officials in lowa “said they have cancelled a deal with Microsoft Corp. 
to develop a centralized online system.” Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) said, “When we dug into what the options were 
and what was available and the timeline to get that done it just didn’t make sense for us to move forward, 
especially with the registration and scheduling component.” She did not offer further details. 


Detroiters Aged 60-64 With Chronic Medical Conditions Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Detroit Free Press (2/17, Hall, 2.16M) reporis that on Wednesday, Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan (D) 
announced “Detroiters age[d] GO and older with chronic medical conditions...are now eligible to receive a COVID- 
19 vaccine.” 

The Detroit News (2/17, Rahal, 1.16M) says, “Residents who qualify include those with cancer, asthma, 
heart conditions, hypertension, diabetes, cerebrovascular disease, chronic kidney disease, pulmonary fibrosis, 
cardiomyopathy, HIV, liver disease, coronary artery disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, cystic 
fibrosis, dementia, sickle cell disease and Alzheimer’s disease.” 

Crain’s Detroit Business (2/17, Frank, 64K) also reports. 


Connecticut Legislators Conclude 24-Hour Hearing On Vaccination Rules For Public School 
Children. 


The Hartford (CT) Courant (2/17, Altimari, 438K) reports that around 9 a.m. on Wednesday, Connecticut 
legislators concluded a 24-hour public hearing focused on vaccination rules for public school children. Under 
current law, parenis can raise religious objections to “bypass the requirement that children must be inoculated 
against...highly coniagious preventable diseases before enrolling in school.” However, propased legislation 
“would eliminate the religious exemption and bar unvaccinated children from public schoois.” 
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Soft Launch Of Nevada’s New COVID-19 Vaccine Appointment Registration System To 
Occur Next Week. 


The Las Vegas Review-Journal (2/17, Davidson, 372K) reports, “Nevada is on the cusp of launching a statewide 
COVID-19 vaccine appointment regisiration system, with a soft launch planned in Clark County next week.” ILis 
expected to replace individual systems used by local governmenis, but will not be required. DHHS confirmed it is 
“a valuniary program.” 


Californians With Low Incomes To Receive $600 Stimulus Payment Under $9.6B COVID-19 
Economic Recovery Package. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/17, McGreevy, 3.37M) reports California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) and legislative 
leaders announced a $600 state stimulus payment will be issued to low-income residenis. It is “part of a $9.6- 
billion [COVID-19] economic recovery package.” 

According to the AP (2/17, Ronayne, Thompson), “About 5.7 million people who earn less than $30,000 per 
year would get one-time paymenis.” 

USA Today (2/17, Gieseke, 12.7M) reports the recovery package allocates “$2.1 billion in grants for small 
businesses.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle (2/17, Koseff, 2.44M) also reports. 


Op-Ed: Los Angeles’ Distribution Of COVID-19 Vaccines A “Confusing” Process. 


In an op-ed for the Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M), executive administrator of Continuum of Care Operations 
and Value improvement at Keck Medicine of USC Felipe Osorno says, “While Los Angeles may be breathing 
easier with the arrival of COVID-19 vaccines, many of us have been dismayed by what can be a confusing 
distribution process.” Since he oversees vaccination efforis at Keck Medicine, Osorno created “a wish list of 
potential improvements” to the vaccine distribution process. 


Florida Governor Defends Controversial COVID-19 Pop-Up Vaccination Clinic In Affluent 
Community. 


CNN (2/17, Toropin, 89.21M) reports Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R} “has threatened to move a pop-up 
vaccination clinic that his state has set up in an affluent community in Manatee County after he was confronted 
with allegations of political favoritism and preference for the wealthy at a news conference Wednesday.” 
DeSaniis said, “li wasn’t a choice about zip codes, it was a choice about where’s a high concentration of seniors 
where you could have communities provide the ability for them to go on (to get vaccinated). ... if Manatee County 
doesn’t like us doing this, then we are totally fine with putting this in counties that want it.” 

The Hill (2/17, Gstalter, 5.69M) and Politico (2/17, Sarkissian, Dixon, 6.73M) also report. 


Maine AG Issues Warning Against Administering COVID-19 Vaccine To Ineligible People. 


The AP (2/18) reports Maine’s Attorney General Aaron Frey (D) “has issued a warning to health care providers in 
the state against administering COVID-19 vaccines to ineligible people.” The warning is “in response to reports of 
improper administration of the vaccines.” 
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Chicago Spent $281.5M Of $1.2B COVID-19 Pandemic Relief Money On Police Department. 


The AP (2/17) says, “Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot [D] spent millions of dollars in federal COVID-19 relief money 
on the personnel costs for the police depariment.” The article says according to the Chicago Tribune, “of the $1.2 
billion Chicago received from the federal government io help plug budget holes caused the drop of revenue due 
to the pandemic, $281.5 million went to the Chicago Police Department.” 


California Fines McDonald’s Franchisee For Firing Workers Who Raise COVID-19 Safety 
Concerns. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/17, Miller, 3.37M) reports, “The California Labor Commissioner has fined a 
MecDonaid’s franchisee for firing four employees who participated in strikes fo protest coronavirus safely 
conditions in their Los Angeles workplace.” 


Nevadans Aged 65-69 Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine Next Week. 


The AP (2/17, Metz) reports that beginning next week, Nevadans aged 65-69 will be eligible for the COVID-19 
vaccine. 


Ohio Senate Passes Bill To Limit Governor’s Health Orders. 


The AP (2/17, Amiri) reports, “A small committee of legislators could overrule the Ohio governor’s health orders 
under a bill the state Senate approved Wednesday.” The proposed legislation “would create a committee that 
would have the power to rescind executive actions taken by any governor or state health department through a 
concurrent resolution, which requires a simple majority from the House and Senate.” 


NYC Fixing COVID-19 Vaccine Registration System. 


The New York Post (2/17, Hicks, 7.45M) reports New York Cily officials “said...they are finally creating a single 
website where New Yorkers can book appoiniments for COVID-19 vaccines at all city-run locations.” The website 
“is currently being used by the city Health Depariment’s 15 vaccine distribution sites at high school campuses — 
and will soon add two more new mass vaccination sites to its raster.” 


Cannabis Workers, Veterinarians Receive Top Priority For COVID-19 Vaccine In California. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (2/17, Williams, 2.44M) reports, “Medical marijuana workers now have priority 
access to the coronavirus vaccine, under revised California guidelines.” Some medical cannabis workers are in 
the “top slot ~ known as 1a — of vaccination priorities,” putting them in the same category as front line medical 
workers. The new guidelines also included “veterinary services employees in Phase 1b, Tier 1.” 


Leaders In DC Area Begin Lifting Some COVID-19 Restrictions. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Zauzmer, Schneider, 10.52M) reports, “Leaders in Maryland and Virginia eased up 
on some pandermic-related restrictions Wednesday as the rate of new coronavirus infections continued to fall 
from its winter peak.” Additionally, DC Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) asked “the city’s health department 
to consider loosening restrictions on youth sports.” 


Biden’s Openness On Minimum Wage Negotiations May Not Please Progressives. 
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The Washington Post (2/17, Alemany, Raji, 10.52M) reporis that President Biden’s “road to the White House was 
paved in part with a pledge to increase the national minimum wage to $15 an hour. At his first official 2020 
campaign event, Biden called for the hike in front of crowded union hall in Pittsburgh.” The majority of Democrats 
“rallied around the idea of Including the $15 minimum wage in Biden’s $1.9 trilion coronavirus stimulus package, 
before he suggested it might not survive the budget reconciliation process and might need to be a stand-alone 
measure.” And Biden “signaled during a CNN town hall last night in Wisconsin he is open to negotiating a longer 
phase-in for the hike, explaining a lower number like $12 to $13 an hour ‘could be beneficial while having less 
potential impact on business owners,’ per my colleague Erica Werner.” 


Debate Over Whether $15 Minimum Wage Would Boost Workers Or Kill Jobs Rages. 


The AP (2/17, Wiseman) reporis, “Wil the Biden administration succeed in enacting a much higher federal 
minimum wage — and should it?” The Administration “has cast its campaign fo raise the minimum as a way to [lift 
up millions of the working poor, reduce America’s vast financial inequality and help boost the economy.” Yet “just 
this month, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimated that while raising the minimum wage to $15 
by 2025 would increase pay for 17 million people and pull 900,000 out of poverty, it would also end 1.4 million 
jobs.” 


Consumers Used Stimulus Checks To Boost Economy, Retail Spending In January. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Torry, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that American consumers boosted 
the US economy by spending their stimulus checks, sending retail spending to its biggest increase in seven 
months in January. Retail sales jumped a seasonally adjusted 5.3% in January frorn the previous month, as 
manufacturing output rose to pre-pandemic levels. 


Millions Of US Jobs Unlikely To Come Back After Pandemic, Economists Warn. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Long, 10.52M) reports, “Millions of jobs that have been shortchanged or wiped out 
entirely by the coronavirus pandemic are unlikely to come back, economists warn, setting up a massive need for 
career changes and retraining in the United States.” The coronavirus pandemic “has triggered permanent shifts 
in how and where people work.” Businesses “are planning for a future where more people are working from 
home, traveling less for business, or replacing workers with robots.” All of these changes “mean many workers 
will not be able to do the same job they did before the pandemic, even after much of the U.S. population gets 
vaccinated against the deadly virus.” 


As Democrats Work To Pass Virus Relief, Divisions Appear On Next Legislative Package. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Werner, Stein, Grandoni, 10.52M) reports, “Even as President Biden and 
congressional Democrats work to pass their $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief bill, they're bracing for the next big 
legislative scramble, over another massive spending bill that’s already drawing intense lobbying and threatening 
Democratic unity.” Biden’s next package “could be far pricier than the coronavirus bilL” Although plans “remain 
fluid, is expected to center on a major infrastructure investment, while also tackling other priorities such as clean 
energy, domestic manufacturing, and child and elder care.” 


Democrats Face Internal Clash Over Raising Minimum Wage. 
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The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Buehren, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporis that Democrats are preparing 
for an internecine battle over increasing the minimum wage to $15 per hour. President Biden's coronavirus 
stimulus proposes to accornplish that goal by 2025, but itis opposed by some Democratic lawmakers. 
Democrais must remain unanimous in the 50-50 Senate to pass legislation. The Los Angeles Times (2/17, 
Haberkorn, 3.37M) reports that progressives, “who have long rallied for the policy, say if would help stimulate an 
economy hampered by the pandemic.” They “view the bill as the best vehicle fo get the wage increase passed 
into law.” Biden “supports the goal, but is pumping the brakes on whether it should be part of the stimulus 
package.” For starters, Biden, “a pragmatist who spent decades in the Senaie, worries a minimum-wage hike 
provision will be deemed inappropriate under the special reconciliation process that Democrais are using to pass 
the bill.” 


Allies Creating Nonprofit Group To Push Bidens’ Agenda. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Day, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports allies of President Biden “are 
preparing to create a new nonprofit advocacy organization, with the White House’s approval, that will be funded 
by donors and seek to build support for his policy agenda, senior administration officials said.” The group, 
“whose working name is ‘Building Back Together,’ is expected to run advertisements promoting the president's 
policies and coordinate with existing nonprofit advocacy organizations on issues such as Covid-19, climate 
change and the econamy.” 


Opinion: Debate Over Pandemic Relief Ignoring Shifting Of Jobs From One Sector To 
Another. 


in an articie for Bloomberg Opinion (2/17), columnist Peter R. Orszag writes, “The debate in Congress over 
pandemic relief is overlooking something crucial: the shifting of jobs from one sector to another that is to be 
expected after the health crisis ends. This coming reallocation in the economy adds to the argumenis in favor of 
spending $1.9 trillion on pandemic relief.” Orszag argues, “Basically, when economic turmoil is rising under the 
surface —~ as some companies contract sharply and others expand quickly ~ a larger relief package is helpful, as 
long as its provisions don't freeze-frame the past. As lawmakers debate the size of the legislation in the coming 
days and weeks, they should keep in mind the reallocation shock that's embodied in the pandemic.” 


Opinion: Biden Relief Package Would Give Congress Time To Work On Longer-Term 
Answer To Health Insurance. 


In an opinion piece for the Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M)}, Deputy Editorial Page Editor Jon Healey writes, 
“On the campaign trail, Joe Biden pledged to use the Affordable Care Aci as a foundation for extending health 
insurance to all Americans. And in his first major legislative proposal — a $1.9-irillion COVID-19 relief package — 
Biden is irying to take the first steps in that direction.” Healey writes, “Biden's proposal...would provide larger 
premium subsidies for two years to the vast majority of people who buy coverage through the state Obamacare 
exchanges.” Healey argues, “The COVID relief bill would buy Congress time to work on a longer-term answer... . 
Ai some point, however, they are going to have to grapple with the incessant increase in healthcare spending, or 
live with the consequences of healthcare bills consuming a larger and larger share of the economy, crowding out 
potentially more productive uses of our dollars.” 
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IRS: Some Stimulus Checks May Still Be In The Mail. 


USA Today (2/17, Collins, 12.7M) reports that the IRS “announced this week that the federal government has 
distributed all stimulus checks it is legally permitted to issue under two laws passed last year by Congress and 
signed by former President Donaid Trump to provide a cash infusion for Americans recovering from the 
economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic.” The agency “said all paymenis have been delivered based on ithe 
information it has on file for those who are eligible, but it stressed that some checks may still be in the mail.” 
Some “13 million checks were mistakenly sent to bank accounts or addresses that are no longer valid and had to 
be redirected.” 


Biden’s COVID-19 Relief Legislation Is Also An ACA Expansion Bill. 


Vox (2/17, Scott, 1.88M) reports that the Covid-19 relief package “proposed by President Joe Biden and being 
considered by Democrats in Congress could expand health care coverage fo millions of people, the most 
significant step in the last 10 years toward patching up some of the holes in the Affordable Care Act.” The ACA 
“led to a historically low uninsured rate in the US - 8.6 percent in 2016 — but the number of uninsured Americans 
started ticking up again during the Trump administration, rising to 9.2 percent by 2019.” Then “millions of people 
losi their insurance (along with their jobs} during the coronavirus pandemic.” 


Proposals Could Result In Universal Basic Income For Kids In US. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/17, ip, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that both President Biden and Sen. 
Mitt Romney (R-UT) have proposed strongly expanding the child tax credit in ways that essentially create a near- 
universal basic income for children. Both men aim to reduce child poverty, and their proposals would cut that 
number by about 3 million. 


COVID-19 Vaccine Collaboration Illustrates Potential Of Public-Private Partnerships, Teva 
Executive Says. 


In an opinion piece for the Morning Consult (2/17, Baeder, 3X), Christine Baeder, SVP and chief operating officer 
for US Generics at Teva Pharmaceuticals, writes that the rapid arrival of COVID-19 vaccines illustrates “public- 
private success from which FDA and the generic pharmaceutical industry can take lessons to accomplish other 
pivotal public health goals.” In particular, she says “one imminent opportunity is ensuring the timely approval of 
generic versions of complex medicines — therapies which include auto-injeciors like EpiPen and inhalers used to 
treat asthma — that are critical to the care of many serious and chronic medical conditions.” 


HHS Signs Contract For Special Syringes To Extract Six Doses Of Pfizer Vaccine. 


Politico (2/17, Cancryn, Luthi, Ehley, Lim, Ollstein, 6.73M) reports that HHS “signed a five-month, $54.2 million 
deal with Retractable Technologies for extra-efficient syringes necessary to extract six doses of Pfizer's Covid 
vaccine from what were originally labeled five-dose vials.” The contract, “disclosed in a Securities and Exchange 
Commission filing Tuesday, allows the federal government to exercise up to seven one-month extensions, for a 
maximum cost of about $93 million.” 


Developing Countries Falling Dangerously Behind On COVID-19 Vaccinations. 
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The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Shah, Steinhauser, Solomon, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporis that less 
developed countries are now falling dangerously behind COVID-9 vaccination goals as more varianis spread, 
making it even harder to caich up. 

HuffPost (2/17, 363K} reporis similarly. 


Federal Mask Mandate “Comes Far Too Late,” Contributor Says. 


Ina plece for Forbes (2/17, Haseltine, 10.33M), contributor William A. Haseltine writes, “As part of the Biden 
administration’s plan to combat Covid-19, an executive order was released on January 20th ‘with the goal of 
maximizing public compliance with, and addressing any obstacles io, mask-wearing and other public health best 
practices identified by CDC.” According to Haseltine, “The federal mask mandate is a step in the righi direction 
but one that comes far too late, with the virus already having taken nearly half a million American lives.” 


Federal Agents Have Seized More Than 10M Fake N95 Masks In Recent Weeks. 


The AP (2/17, Long) reports, “Federal agents have seized more than 10 million fake 3M brand N95 masks in 
recent weeks, the result of an ongoing investigation into counterfeits sold in at least five states to hospitals, 
medical facilities and government agencies.” According to the AP, “3M, based in Maplewood, Minnesota, is 
among the largesi global producers of the N95 mask, which has been approved by the U.S. National institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health.” Throughout “the pandemic Homeland Security Investigations has used its 
7,000 agents, along with borcer officials, the Food and Drug Administration and the FBI, to investigate the 
scams, seizing $33 million in phony products and arresting more than 200 people.” 

Also reporting are Fox News (2/17, Farber, 23.99M), The Hill (2/17, 5.69M), ABC World News Tonight £ 
(2/17, story 5, 2:15, Muir, 7.78M), CBS Evening News & (2/17, story 6, 1:50, O'Donnell, 4.82M), and the Wall 
Street Journal (2/17, Hayashi, Subscription Publication, 8.41M). 


COVID-19 Vaccines Have Potential To “Decimate” Demand For Testing. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Court, 3.57M) reports COVID-19 testing companies “saw their stocks surge as Covid-19 
testing became a key line of defense against the pathogen that’s killed almost half a million Americans.” 
HOwever, “vaccines have the potential to decimate demand for diagnostics.” 


Opinion: Pandemic Has Made The Goal Of Individualized Education Easier To Achieve. 


in an opinion piece for USA Today (2/17, Khan, Hooks, Contributors, 12.7M), Khan Academy founder and CEO 
Sal Khan and Stand Together CEO Brian Hooks ask, “Whai would it take to enable every student the opportunity 
for an education talored to them — individualized education at a mass scale?” Hooks and Khan say, 
“interestingly, the disruption caused by the pandemic has made this goal easier to achieve across the entire 
educational ecosystem.” Khan and Hooks add, “Now is the time to build a better education system, one that 
empowers and uplifts every student at every stage of Ite. Achieving this goal requires the collaboration of 
educators, parents, philanthropisis, businesses and policymakers alike who will focus on helping students 
receive a quality, individualized education no matter the setting.” 


Many Americans Expect Coronavirus Disruptions To Last Into Second Half Of 2021, Poll 
Indicates. 


GADB0000002725 


The Hill (2/47, 5.69M) reports, “A majority of Americans expect coronavirus disruptions to linger into the second 
half of 2021, according to a Gallup poll released on Wednesday.” This “survey found that 53 percent of adults 
expect disruptions due to COVID-19 to continue past the middie of 2021, up from 33 percent who said the same 
in mid-December.” 


Mental Health Providers Stretched Thin As Demand For Services Surges. 


The New York Times (2/17, Caron, 20.6M) reports, “Since the first coronavirus case was confirmed in the United 
States more than a year ago, the number of people in need of mental health services has surged.” However, 
“many say that they are languishing on waiting lisis, making call after call only to be turned away, with affordable 
options tough to find,” and “providers, who have long been in short supply, are stretched thin.” The CDC, in 
August, “published a report which concluded that in late June, 40 percent of adults in the United States had been 
struggling with mental health or substance abuse issues, and rates of depression and anxiety had risen since 
2019.” 


Ninety-Year-Old Woman Treks Six Miles Through Snow To Get COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The New York Times (2/18, Fortin, 20.6M) reports, “To get her coronavirus vaccination last weekend, Frances H. 
Goldman, 90,” brought “out her hiking poles, dusted off her snow boots and started out from her home in the 
Seattle neighborhood of View Ridge.” At Seattle Children’s Hospital, “about three miles and an hour from home, 
she got the jab. Then she bundled up again and walked back the way she had come.” According to the article, 
“Ms. Goldman, wha became eligible far a vaccine last month, had already tried everything she could think of to 
secure an appointment. She had made repeated phone calls and fruitless visits to the websites of local 
pharmacies, hospitals and government health departments.” 


Opinion: Home-Delivery Of COVID-19 Vaccines To Seniors, People With Disabilities In 
Conflict With California’s Goal Of Rapidly Increasing Inoculations. 


Columnist George Skelton writes in the Los Angeles Times (2/18, 3.37M)} that the Newsom Administration says it 
is going to home-deliver doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to people with disabilities and shut-in seniors, but its 
“follow-through on its ideas...hasn’t always been that great.” Skelion explains, “Home delivery of COVID-19 shots 
is a goal tucked into a contract awarded by the Newsom administration to Blue Shield of California for expanding 
and coordinating vaccinations throughout the state,” and “Kaiser Permanente is expected to sign a separate 
contract with the state to operate a vaccination program for its 9 million California healthcare members while 
helping to inoculate ‘hard-to-reach and disproportionately impacted populations,’ according to an earlier letter of 
intent.” He adds that the state’s ambitious goal “of rapidly increasing inoculations seems in potential conflict with 
the concept of relatively slow home delivery.” 


Analysis Highlights Takeaways From COVID-19 Vaccine “Policy Hackathon.” 
In an analysis, Politico (2/18, Owermohle, 6.73M) says the COVID-19 vaccine rollout in the US has “already run 


into problems: States got off to a sluggish start in December arnid fewer-than-expected doses and confusion 
over their allotments; the federal plan to prioritize health care workers and elderly populations broke down in 
practice; and news reports suggesting states were hoarding doses generaied bad press.” According to the piece, 
“POLITICO decided to convene a ‘policy hackathan’ - Zoom sessions in which we asked some of the sharpest 
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public health experts from around the country to compare notes, identify emerging challenges and share the best 
ideas for making this complex vaccinalion effort work.” Politico provides a summary of “their iakeaways,” and 
adds that “White House Covid-19 adviser Andy Slavili recently urged states not fo stockpile supply for second 
doses.” 


Don’t ‘Hector’ Workers Over Vaccine, Warns Top US Business Group (CDC Mentioned). 


The Financial Times (2/18, Kuchler, Subscription Publication, 1.48M) reports, “The head of one of America’s 
largest business groups has warned US employers against ‘hectaring’ their workers into taking a Covid-19...” 


Editorial: US COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Is More Effective Than It Might Seem. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/18, 3.37M) says in an editorial that “it may seem at times that the high hopes for the 
COVID-19 vaccination rollout have fizzled since December.” However, the editorial says, “step back for a 
moment and chew on this ittle factoid: In just two months, the U.S. has managed to administer 55 million shots — 
more than any other country — even during a chaotic time of plague and contentious presidential transition. ... 
The Biden administration promised it would work with vaccine makers to increase production of doses, and it has 
delivered.” 


Arizona Senate Panel Approves Measure To Legalize Test Strips To Detect Fentanyl. 


The AP (2/17) reports that an Arizona Senate committee “has unanimously approved a measure that wauld 
legalize the use of test strips that can detect the presence of the potent opiate fentanyl.” The measure “by 
Democratic Sen. Christine Marsh was prompted by the death of her 25-year-old son, Landon Marsh, last year.” 
The Senate Health and Human Services committee “approved SB1486o0n Wednesday, and it now goes to the full 
Senate for consideration.” 


Inspector General Report Says HUD Has Neglected To Enforce Environmental Regulations, 
Potentially Jeopardizing Health Of Thousands. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Jan, 10.52M) reports, “The Department of Housing and Urban Development [HUD] 
has for years neglected to enforce its own environmental regulations, resulting in lead poisoning of children in at 
least one public housing development and potentially jeopardizing residents’ health in thousands of other 
federally subsidized apartments near contaminated sites, according to an inspector general report obtained by 
The Washington Post.” According to the Post, “the West Calumet Housing Complex was declared a Superfund 
site in 2009 and demolished in 2019, tts 1,100 mostly Black and Hispanic residenis relocated.” A 1998 
investigation by HHS “revealed that 30 percent of children under 6 years old in the West Calumet community 
exhibited elevated blood lead levels. Lead can damage the developing brain.” 


Flu Season Has Been Virtually Nonexistent. 


The New York Post (2/17, Eustachewich, 7.45M)} reporis, “The flu season has been virtually nonexistent this 
season — the lowest rate of hospitalization ever since that data has been tallied.” Only “165 flu-related 
hospitalizations were recorded between Oct. 1 and Feb. 6, according to recent information from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention,” which is “compared to roughly 400,000 people who were hospitalized during 
the 2019-2020 flu season.” 
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Former Theranos Official To Testify That Company’s Leaders Rejected Idea That Blood- 
Testing Technology Was Not Accurate Enough. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Randazzo, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Kingshuk Das, who was the 
laboratory director for Theranos in the blood-testing startup’s final years, will testify during the founder’s criminal 
trial that the company’s leaders rejected Das’ belief that the startup’s technology was not accurate enough for 
use. 


Airlines Ban Emotional-Support Animals, But Trained Service Dogs Can Fly For Free. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/17, McCariney, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that although airlines have 
banned emotional-support animals from flying in their cabins, trained service dogs may fly for free, without 
cages. 


STAT Profiles Truveta Which Aims To Sell De-Identified Medical Data To Answer Questions. 


STAT (2/17, Ross, 262K} reports on “Truveta, a company formed by 14 U.S. health systems to aggregate and 
sell de-identified daia on milllons of American patients to help answer some of medicine’s most pressing 
questions.” The company is led by former Microsoft software engineer Terry Myerson who “led the develapment 
of producis such as Xbox and Surface.” 


Bluebird Bio Suspends Operations Of Gene Therapy For Sickle Cell Disease After Two More 
Cancer Diagnoses. 


STAT (2/17, Feuerstein, 262K) reports Bluebird Bio announced that two more people “being treated with its gene 
therapy for sickle cell disease had been diagnosed with cancer,” which “has forced the company to suspend 
operations and raised fears of a broader impact across the gene therapy field.” STAT adds, “The cases follow an 
earlier cancer diagnosis in December 2018, and are refocusing attention on whether there is a causal link with 
the therapy.” 


Study Adds To Mounting Evidence That Synonymous Variants Can Have Consequences. 


The Scientist (2/17, Zimmer, 157K) reports, “For decades, researchers have viewed synonymous mutations as 
inconsequential quirks of the genome.” However, “like other historically underappreciated aspecis of the 
genome, scientists are realizing that many ‘silen? mutations might not be so silent after all.” A study published “in 
iScience adds to the mounting evidence that synonymous variants can have consequences,” as “the authors 
describe a synonymous mutation in the gene BAP that was associated with a worse-than-expected prognosis in 
a kidney cancer patient.” 


If Woman Has Heart Health Factors While Pregnant, Her Child May Have Poor Heart Health 
Years Later, Study Suggests. 

The Chicago Tribune (2/17, Bowen, 2.03M) reports, “If a woman has heart health factors, such as obesity and 
smoking while pregnant, her child might end up a decade later with poor heart health, according to a new study 
from Northwestern Medicine and the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago.” The study 
“researchers found that among moms who had more than two heart health factors — like obesity, smoking, high 
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blood pressure or cholesterol — their children were nearly eight times more likely to have poor heart health, 
monitoring faciors in the kids like blood pressure, cholesterol and glucose.” The findings were published in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association. According to the Tribune, “The Surgeon General's plan to improve 
maternal health noted that heart disease is a leading cause of death during pregnancy. “ 


Utah Bill Attempts To Undo Some Vaping Restrictions. 


KTVX-TV Salt Lake City (2/17, Martin) reports, “The debate over vaping is ramping up this legislative session 
with a bill trying fo undo some vaping restrictions in Utah.” Over the past “few years, the state legislature has 
given the Utah Depariment of Health the power to limii nicotine sales and quantities in Utah; now a lawmaker 
wanis to take that power back with S.B. 134." 


Indian River County May Raise Legal Age To Buy Tobacco To 21. 


TCPalm (FL) (2/17, Wixon, 273K) reports Indian River County may soon “raise the legal age to buy tobacco, 
including electronic cigarettes and vaping products, to 21.” On Tuesday, county commissioners “said they want 
to consider changing the age from 18 to 21,” although “chairman Peter O'Bryan requested an exemption for 18- 
to 20-year old members of the military.” 


Vermont Lawmakers Considering Ban On Sales Of Flavored Cigarettes, E-Cigarettes. 


WVNY-TV Burlington, VT (2/17, Bates) reports the Vermont Legislature is considering “a bill to ban the sale of 
flavored cigarettes, e-cigs, and e-liquids.” 

WPTZ-TV Burlington, VT (2/17, Leighton, 63K) reports “a hearing on the bill was held on Wednesday in the 
Senate Health and Welfare Committee.” 


Arizona Lawmakers Considering Bill Allowing Women To Skip Trip To Physician’s Office To 
Obtain Birth Control. 


The Arizona Republic (2/17, Polletta, 1.05M) reports “the Arizona Legislature this year could make it easier for 
wornen to get birth control pills, patches and rings by letling them skip a trip to the dactor’s office before heading 
to the pharmacy.” A bill in the Senate “would allow a state Health Services Department physician to issue a 
standing prescription for certain hormonal coniraceptives, meaning women 718 and older would not need to 
secure individual prescriptions on their own.” Under the bill, “the system would work more like the standing arder 
that lets Arizona pharmacists dispense emergency druqs for opioid overdoses.” 


GSK, Vir Biotechnology To Expand Partnership To Develop Therapies For Diseases Beyond 
COVID-19. 


Reuters (2/17, Spalding) reports GlaxoSmithKline and Vir Biotechnology “will expand an existing partnership 
developing antibody therapies for COVID-19 to other diseases, the companies said on Wednesday.” As “a part of 
the deal to research and develop monocional antibody treatments for influenza and other respiratory illnesses, 
GSK will make a further $120 million equity investment in Vir and an additional upfront payment of $225 million.” 
The companies “announced a partnership last year to research COVID-19 treaiments. Unlike vaccines, antibody 
treatments are designed to be given to patients who have been diagnosed with the illness, with the aim of 
decreasing the severity of the disease.” 
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FierceBiotech (2/17, Adams, 4K) reports the companies’ 2020 deal aimed “to develop an antibody against 
SARS-CoV-02, though the companies are behind in development terms compared to the likes of Ell Lilly and 
Regeneron, both of which have treatments that were given emergency clearance from the FDA in recent 
months.” 

Also reporting are Endpoints News (2/17, Mast}, BioPharma Dive (2/17, Jensen), and MedCity News (2/17, 
Vinluan). 


Opinion Offers Advice On Shifting The Drug Development Paradigm For Rare Diseases. 


In an opinion piece for STAT (2/17, 262K), Sanath Kumar Ramesh, founder and CEO of the OpenTreatmenis 
Foundation; Max G. Bronstein, founder of the Journal of Science Policy & Governance and principal at MGB 
Consulting; and R. Jude Samulski, Chief Scientific Officer of the Columbus Children’s Foundation, write, “In 
addition to the most visible effects of Covid-19 — tragic deaths, lingering illness, economic turmoil, and more — 
the pandemic is affecting much that is out of the spotlight. One is research on the so-called rare and ultra-rare 
diseases that affect an estimated 300 million people around the world.” While treatments, including gene therapy 
and gene editing with CRISPR technology, are available, “more than 95% of rare diseases do not have a single 
FDA-approved treatment.” The authors argue, “The world needs a drug development paradigm that serves all 
patients regardless of rarity.” 


FDA Recalls Lots Of Capsules Containing Undeclared Sildenafil, Tadalafil. 


The Miami Herald (2/17, Neal, 647K} reports the US FDA has recalled “all lots of Adarn’s Secret Extra Strength 
1500 and Adam's Secret Exira Strength 3000 capsules, sold at Adamssecret.co in 10-capsule boxes and blister 
foil sheets...as unapproved drugs.” The recall notice said “an FDA laboratory analysis found the product to 
contain undeclared sildenafil and/or tadalafil,” making the capsules “unapproved new drugs for which the safety 
and efficacy have not been established and therefore subject to recall.” 


North Carolina Man Pleads Guilty To Distributing Unapproved Drugs After Selling Fake Diet 
Pills. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (2/17, Shaffer, 396K) reports former MedFixRX owner Brian Parks, 47, of 
North Carolina “will spend a year and a day in federal prison after his Cary-based company imported and sold 
drugs disguised as dietary supplements for building muscle mass.” Parks “pleaded quilty in November to one 
count of distributing unapproved new drugs with the intent to mislead and defraud consumers and the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration.” 


San Francisco Biotechnology Firm Lands Two Big Deals For Cancer-Fighting Drug. 


The San Francisco Business Times (2/17, Leuty, Subscription Publication, 895K) reports, “A cancer-fighting drug 
already at the center of multiple late-stage clinical trials with a Big Pharma company is headlining two more deais 
involving San Francisco-based Nektar Therapeutics Inc.” Both deals “center on a trial of bempegaldesleukin — 
also known simply as ‘bempeg’ or NK TR-214 — in combination with Merck & Co.’s Keytruda against types of 
head and neck cancer.” The deal “with Merck itself is a more traditional agreement where Nekiar sponsors the 
study and Merck supplies Keytruda and other help; the other, with Pleasanion’s SFJ Pharmaceuticals, gives 
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Nektar up to 3150 million to complete a study but with Nektar making annual milestone payments back to SFJ 
over seven to eight years.” 


SpyBiotech Raises $32.5M For Its Vaccine Technology. 


Endpoints News (2/17, Gelman) reporis, “Roughly five months after partnering with the Serum Institute of India to 
develop Covid-19 vaccines, SpyBiotech is ready for its next big thing.” The British biotech “pulled in a $32.5 
million Series A round last week, funneling the success of its collaboration into a venture-capital raise.” 
SpyBiotech “is planning to develop its VLP vaccine platform with the cash, bui CEO Sumi Biswas told Endpoinis 
News that could go in any number of directions.” 


Global Health News 


Taiwan To Receive COVID-19 Vaccines From BioNTech, Company Says. 


Reuters (2/17) reports, “Germany’s BioNTech SE plans to provide COVID-19 vaccine io Taiwan, the company 
said.” Taiwan previously “complained the firm in December pulled out of a deal to buy 5 million doses ai the jast 
minute, possibly due to Chinese pressure.” According to the article, “In an emailed statement late Wednesday, 
the company said it was planning on providing vaccine to Taiwan.” 


State Department Says US Will Pay Over $200M In Current Dues To WHO. 


Roll Call (2/17, Oswald, 130K) reports that by the end of February, the US “will pay off the arrears it owes to the 
World Health Organization as well as ils current year obligations, the State Department announced Wednesday.” 
Speaking to “the U.N. Security Council, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the United States would provide 
more than $200 million ‘in assessed and current obligations to the WHO’ as a ‘key step’ toward complying with 
U.S. financial obligations as a member country.” Blinken said the move “reflects our renewed commitment to 
ensuring the WHO has the support it needs to lead the global response to the pandemic, even as we work to 
reform it for the future.” 


India To Make COVID-19 Molecular Tests Mandatory For People Arriving From UK, South 
Africa, Brazil. 


Reuters (2/18, Das) reports, “India will make COVID-19 molecular tests mandatory for people arriving directly or 
indirectly from the United Kingdom, South Africa and Brazil in a bid to contain the spread of more infectious virus 
variants found in those countries.” India’s Ministry of Health and Family Welfare stated, “All the travellers arriving 
transitioning through flights originating in [the] United Kingdom, Europe or the Middle East shall be mandatorily 
subjected to self-paid confirmatory molecular tests on arrival.” 


Nepal Authorizes COVID-19 Vaccine Developed By Sinopharm Affiliate. 

Reuters (2/18, Sharma) reports, “Nepal approved on Thursday the emergency use of a COVID-19 vaccine 
developed by an affiliate of China’s Sinopharm, a government official said, the second vaccine cleared after 
AstraZeneca’s product.” The approval will enable “China to donate 500,000 doses of the Sinopharm vaccine to 
the Himalayan nation, which last month received one million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine free of charge 
from” India. 
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UN Chief Calls For Global Vaccination Plan To Ensure Equitable COVID-19 Shot 
Distribution. 


The AP (2/17, Lederer) reports, “U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres sharply criticized the ‘wildly uneven 
and unfair distribution of COVID-19 vaccines on Wednesday, saying 10 countries have administered 75 percent 
of all vaccinations and demanding a global effort to get all people in every nation vaccinated as soon as 
possible.” Guterres “told a high-level meeting of the U.N. Security Council that 130 countries have not received a 
single dose of vaccine and declared that ‘at this critical moment, vaccine equily is the biggest moral test before 
the global community.” In light of this, “Guterres called for an urgent Global Vaccination Plan to bring together 
those with the power to ensure equitable vaccine distribution — scientists, vaccine producers and those who can 
fund the effort.” 


EU Says It Is On Track To Have Up To 2.6 Billion COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (2/17, Jordans, Petrequin) reporis that “amid signs that more infectious coronavirus variants are 
spreading unchecked across Europe, governments and EU leaders scrambled Wednesday to speed up vaccine 
efforts that have been hampered by limited supplies and to fund ways to hunt down variants and counter thern.” 
The European Union “announced Wednesday that it has agreed to buy a further 300 million doses of Moderna’s 
COVID-19 vaccine and was injecting almost a quarter of a billion euros (almost $300 million) into efforts to 
combat virus variants.” The AP adds that “the news came only hours after Pfizer and BioNTech said they had 
signed a deal to deliver an additional 200 million vaccine doses to the bloc. ... ‘With a portfolio of up to 2.6 billion 
doses, we will be able to provide vaccines not just to our citizens, but to our neighbors and partners as well, EU 
Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said.” 


South Africa Begins Administering J&J’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/17, Imray, Magome) reports, “South Africa has put its faith in the J&J vaccine after a large 
international clinical trial showed it to be effective in offering protection from the variant first identified in the 
country in December. Early results from that trial showed it had 57% efficacy against moderate to severe cases 
of COVID-19 caused by the variant, and a higher efficacy against severe illness and haspitalization.” If the 
vaccination effort is successful in South Africa it “could also embolden the rest of the continent, where fears that 
poor countries are being left behind in the vaccine race are keenly felt.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Steinhauser, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) alsa reports. 


Some European Healthcare Workers Pushing For COVID-19 Vaccines From Moderna, Pfizer 
Over AstraZeneca. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Kresge, Loh, Rogers, 3.57M) reports that while just “weeks ago, the European Union was 
clarnoring for AstraZeneca Pic’s Covid-19 vaccine,” at this current time, “fewer than one-tenth of the doses 
delivered to Germany have been administered in the initial days of the roll-out, and some health-care workers 
say they're concerned about side effecis.” Similarly, “some French health workers are also pushing to get shots 
from Moderna inc., Pfizer inc. and BloNTech SE instead.” 
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Pfizer Has Yet To Deliver Roughly 10 Million COVID-19 Vaccine Doses To EU Due In 
December. 


Reuters (2/17, Guarascio) reports, “Pfizer has not yet delivered to the European Union about 10 million COVID- 
18 vaccine doses that were due in December, EU officials said, leaving it about one-third short of the supplies it 
had expected by now from the U.S. company.” This most recent delay “raises questions about the rationale of an 
EU vaccine export control scheme which was set up in late January to ensure timely deliveries but has not yet 
been activated, despiie the supply shortfalls.” 


Central European Leaders Push For Faster COVID-19 Vaccine Deliveries. 


The AP (2/17, Scislowska) reports, “Central European leaders on Wednesday pushed for speedier deliveries of 
COVID-19 vaccines from every reliable manufacturer to speed up inoculations which they said is the way to 
conquer the pandemic and jump-start Europe’s economic recovery.” Notably, “leaders of Hungary, Slovakia and 
Poland said they support purchasing vaccines from manufacturers regardless of ‘geopolitics’ provided they are 
safe and effective.” 


Japan Launches COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign. 


The AP (2/17, Yamaguchi) reports, “Japan launched its coronavirus vaccination campaign Wednesday, months 
after other major economies started giving shots and amid questions about whether the drive would...reach 
enough people quickly enough to save a Summer Olympics already delayed by the pandemic.” 


Senegal To Receive 200,000 Doses Of Sinopharm’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/17, Dione) reports, “Senegal is to receive 200,000 doses of the Chinese COVID-19 vaccine 
Sinopharm Wednesday.” 
Reuters (2/17, Bell, Felix) also reports. 


Britain Becomes First Country To Approve Human Challenge Trials For COVID-19. 


Reuters (2/17, Sandie, Kelland) reports, “Britain became the first country in the world on Wednesday io give the 
go-ahead for human challenge iriais in which volunteers will deliberately be exposed to COVID-19 to advance 
research into the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.” The new “trial, due to start within a month, will see 
up to 90 healthy volunteers aged between 18 and 30 exposed to the smallest amount of the virus needed to 
cause infection, scientists behind the plans told reporters at a news briefing.” 

Also reporting are the Washington Post (2/17, Adam, 10.52M), the Wall Street Journal (2/17, Strasburg, 
Subscription Publication, 8.41M), CNN (2/17, Braithwaite, 89.21M), Politico Europe (2/17, Furlong, 15K}, The Hill 
(2/17, Axelrod, 5.69M), and the New York Times (2/17, Mueller, 20.6M). 


Britain Proposes UN Draft Resolution Calling For COVID-19 Vaccination Ceasefires. 


Reuters (2/17, Nichols) reports, “Britain on Wednesday proposed that the U.N. Security Council call for 
ceasefires to allow for COVID-19 vaccinations, a move that will be a key test of cooperation ai the United Nations 
between China and new U.S. President Joe Biden's administration.” UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab is 


GADB0000002725 


calling for the Security Council to swiftly adopi “a draft resoiution calling for vaccination ceasefires, warning that 
160 milion people are at risk of missing out due to instability and conflict.” 


‘Horrifying’ Death Toll Prompts Calls To Prioritize Jabs For Disabled. 


The Financial Times (2/17, Neville, Cocco, Subscription Publication, 1.48M) reports, “People with disabilities in 
England should be given priority for vaccination against Covid-19, according to leading charities, after...” 


Turkey To Slowly Return To Normal Life On Regional Basis Starting Next Month, Erdogan 
Says. 


Reuters (2/17) reports, “Turkey will begin a gradual return to normal life on a province-by-province basis from 
March, President Tayyio Erdogan said on Wednesday, adding that nationwide weekend COVID-19 lockdowns 
would be lifted in some provinces based on infection rates.” 


Venezuela To Start Vaccinating Medical Personnel Against COVID-19 This Week, Maduro 
Says. 


Reuters (2/17) reports, “Venezuela will begin vaccinating medical personnel against the novel coronavirus on 


Thursday, President Nicolas Maduro said in a press conference on Wednesday.” His “announcement comes 
after the first 100,000 dases of Russia’s Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine arrived in the South American country on 
Saturday.” 


India Offers To Vaccinate All UN Peacekeepers Globally Against COVID-19. 


Reuters (2/17, Nichols) reports, “India on Wednesday offered a COVID-19 vaccine to all United Nations 
peacekeepers ~— nearly 95,000 troops in 12 missions around the world.” 


China Blocking Taiwan’s Attempt To Purchase Five Million COVID-19 Doses From 
BioNTech, Health Minister Says. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Horton, 3.57M) reports, “Taiwan’s attempts to purchase 5 million doses of BioNTech SE’s 
Covid-19 vaccine fell apart at the last minute, Taiwan’s health minister said Wednesday, voicing concern that 
political pressure from Beijing may have scuppered the deal.” Although “Taiwan’s governmeni was making final 
preparations to sign a deal with Germany-based BioNTech in January,” things suddenly changed, according to 
minister Chen Shih-chung during “an interview on radio station Hit FM Wednesday.” He said that potential 
arrangemenis were disrupted by “external forces,” adding, “There are some people that don't want Taiwan to be 
too happy.” 


Israel Allows Palestinian Authority To Deliver First COVID-19 Vaccines To Gaza Strip. 


The AP (2/17, Akram, Krauss) reporis that on Wednesday, israel “allowed the Palestinian Authority to deliver the 
first coronavirus vaccines io the Gaza Sirip...despite objections from Israeli lawmakers who suggesied they be 
used as a bargaining chip for the release of captives held by the territory's millant Hamas rulers.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, Hendrix, Rubin, 10.52M) reports that “some right-wing Israeli politicians and 
activists want to condition the delivery of vaccines on the release of hostages and human remains held by 
Hamas.” 
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The Hill (2/17, 5.69M) also reporis. 


Tanzania’s President Falsely Claims His Country Is “COVID-Free.” 


The Washington Post (2/17, Ombuor, Bearak, 10.52M) reports, “Tanzania's president John Magufull] recently 
rejecied any need for coronavirus vaccines, instead promoting herbal cures.” The leader “claims the nation of 60 
million has been “COVID-free” since he presided over three days of national prayer in June.” Despite his claim, 
“he U.S. Embassy in Tanzania says the country has seen a significant increase in cases over the past month.” 


Belgian Teachers Threaten To Strike Unless They Get Access To COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Birnbaum, Aries, 10.52M) reports that in Belgium, despite schools already being 
reopened, “teachers who found themselves left off a priority list for [COVID-19] vaccinations are threatening to 
strike uniess they receive doses.” This “dispute may foreshadow more disruptions to fragile pandemic-era 
arrangemenis, as some groups decide they are less willing to take risks now that society could choose to 
inoculate them - but worn’t until vaccines are in greater supply.” 


Russia, China Using COVID-19 Vaccine Supply To Boost Geopolitical Influence. 


CNBC (2/17, Meredith, 7.34M) reports, “International diplomacy is likely to determine who gets access to 
coronavirus vaccines over the coming months, analysts have told CNBC, with countries such as Russia and 
China seen using one of the world’s mast in-demand commodities to advance their own interests abroad.” Last 
year, “Russia and China had made distributing face masks and protective equipment io hard-hit countries a 
central tenet of diplomatic relations,” and “now, both couniries are seen adopting a transactional approach to the 
delivery of vaccines.” 


Iran Says Its COViran Barakat Vaccine Is “100% Effective” Against UK Coronavirus Variant. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Haghdoost, 3.57M) reports, “Iran says one of its Covid-19 vaccines,” the COVIiran Barakat 
vaccine, “has been found to give complete protection against the British variant of the virus in human trials.” The 
shot, “which has completed the first phase of clinical trials, is ‘100% effective’ against the highly contagious 
strain, the Tasnim news agency reported, citing Mohammad Mokhber, head of the state-run foundation 
overseeing production of domestic shots.” Iranian “officials have said the vaccine should be approved for public 
use by the summer.” A facility “with the capacity to produce up to 3 million COViran vaccines per month will be 
opened in two weeks, with a planned expansion allowing for up to 15 million doses by June, Mokhber said.” 


India’s Largest Healthcare Chain Expects Private COVID-19 Vaccine Market To Open Up 
Within Weeks. 


Bloomberg (2/17, Kay, 3.57M) reports, “India’s largest healthcare chain [Apollo Hospitals Enterprises] expects a 
private market for Covid-719 vaccines to open up across the country within weeks, a move that may boost current 
government efforts to inoculate 300 million people by August.” The healthcare chain “is working with India’s 
government to provide vaccines for front line workers at 27 centers as part of the nationwide vaccination drive.” 
So far, “the operator has trained 6,000 people and designated 3,500 sites for an expansion of the inoculation 
campaign, according to Managing Director Suneeta Reddy.” 
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South Africa Coronavirus Variant Associated With 16-Fold Increase In COVID-19 Cases In 
Zambia. 


Bloomberg (2/17, 3.57M) reports, “A coronavirus variant first detected in South Africa was linked to a 16-fold 
increase in cases in neighboring Zambia within a month, showing it has the ability to spread more swifily and 
efficiently than the original strain.” 


Namibia Will Roll Out AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine Despite South Africa Halting 
Distribution Amid New Coronavirus Variant. 


Reuters (2/17, Nyaungwa) reports, “Namibia will push ahead with the roll-out of the AstraZeneca vaccine despite 
neighbouring South Africa halting distribution after concerns over its effectiveness against a new variant, the 
government said on Wednesday.” 


COVAX-Participating Countries Will Soon Receive Information On First COVID-19 Vaccine 
Shipments, PAHO Says. 


Reuters (2/17, Garrison) reports, “Countries participating in the COVAX coronavirus vaccine distribution 
mechanism will soon receive confirmation of their first shipments but should expect them to be smail due to 
limited global supplies, the director of the Pan American Health Organization said on Wednesday.” Roughly “160 
million doses would be distributed in the region in the first six months with doses ramping up monthly, Etienne 
said, adding that a global squeeze on supplies meant initial shipments would be limited.” 


Sao Paulo’s Serrana Selected For Population-Wide COVID-19 Vaccination Study. 


The AP (2/17, Jeantet, Pollasiri) reporis that Sao Paulo’s state government has selected Serrana to test city- 

wide vaccination against COVID-19, with plans to administer “shots over eight weeks to the entire population 

aged 18 and up ~ 30,000 people.” The vaccination “study, known as Project S, entails follow-ups with each 

participant to shed light on the extent to which vaccination with the CoronaVac shot reduces spread of the virus.” 
The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Pearson, Magalhaes, Subscription Publication, 8.41M} also reports. 


Toronto Health Officials Want Ontario Government To Extend Lockdown. 


The AP (2/17, Gillies) reports that Toronio “asked the Ontario provincial government on Wednesday ito extend a 
lockdown order to at least March 9.” Although “restrictions placed on Toronto by Ontario's government are 
currently scheduled to be removed on Feb 22...Dr. Eileen de Villa, Toronto’s medical officer of health, said she 
has never been more worried about the future because of new coronavirus variants.” As such, “she has written 
the province’s top health official to request the lockdown last at least two weeks longer.” 


Mexico Pleads For Countries To Stop Hoarding COVID-19 Vaccines. 


Reuters (2/17, Angulo} reports, “Mexico on Wednesday made a plea at the U.N. Security Council for countries to 
stop hoarding vaccines against COVID-19 as poorer ones fall behind in the race to vaccinate their cilizens.” 


Public Outcry Continues In Peru Over Secret COVID-19 Vaccinations Among Wealthy. 
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The AP (2/17, Bricefio} reports, “Public indignation over secret coronavirus vaccinations for the wealthy and well- 
connected in Peru grew Wednesday, a day after the Vatican’s ambassador to the South American nation 
admitied he was inoculated ahead of health care workers and the poor.” The secretive “vaccination of nearly 500 
people, including a then-president, his wife and brother, has roused anger over inequality in a country that has 
been badly battered by the pandemic, which has taken the lives of at least 310 doctors.” Underscoring the anger, 
“doctors and nurses in an impoverished neighborhood in the capital of Lima on Wednesday protested the secret 
vaccination effort and hung signs from the windows of a hospital's intensive care unit that read, ‘Getting a 
vaccine fs our right.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, Tegel, 10.52M} also reports. 


Most Countries In Europe Ignoring Mentally Ill In COVID-19 Vaccine Plans, Groups Say. 


Reuters (2/17) reports, “Most European countries are ignoring mentally il patients in their COVID-19 vaccine 


strategies despite such patients being highly vulnerabie to contracting and dying from the disease, the leading 
mental health organisations warned on Wednesday.” Out of 20 countries in Europe “surveyed for a study, only 
the Netherlands, Britain, Germany and Denmark were found to recognise severe mental illness as a high-risk 

medical condition and to have made specific provisions for vaccinating patients.” 


New COVID-19 Infections In England Fall Significantly In Recent Weeks. 


Bloomberg (2/18, Mayes, 3.57M)} reports that new COVID-19 “infections in England have fallen “significantly” In 
recent weeks, a boosi fo U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson as he weighs how quickly to re-open Britain’s 
economy.” Specifically, “national prevalence of the virus was down by two-thirds in the first half of February 
compared to January, according to a survey by Imperial College London and lpsos Mori, one of the country’s 
largest coronavirus studies.” Overall, “the number of infected people fell to 51 per 10,000 at the time of the latest 
survey in February, down from 157 per 10,000 in January.” 


People In Brazil Getting COVID-19 Vaccines Illicitly, Then Bragging About It On Social 
Media. 


The Wail Street Journal (2/17, Pearson, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that politicians, influential 
business owners and lawyers, along with other professionals in Brazil are illicitly getting COVID-19 vaccinations 
and then boasting about if on social media, prompting law enforcement to open investigations. 


Coronavirus Infections, Deaths Falling Worldwide. 


Bloomberg (2/18, Sutherland, 3.57M) reports that “there are some encouraging signs as new global” coronavirus 
“infections fall sharply.” New COVID-19 “cases for the week ended Feb. 14 were the lowest since October, at 2.7 
million, according to data from Johns Hopkins University.” That signifies “a 2.5% increase in total infections from 
the previous week, the weakest gain since the start of the pandemic and less than half the rate seen a month 
earlier.” Furthermore, “daily fatalities have averaged less than 10,000 over the past five days, down from a peak 
of more than 18,000 in mid-January.” 


Africa Nears 100K COVID-19 Deaths. 
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Reuters (2/18, Winning, Cocks, Roelf} reports “Africa’s total reported death toll from COVID-19 was approaching 
100,000 on Thursday, a fraction of those reported on other continents but rising fast as a second wave of 
infections overwhelms hospitals.” Africa's “reported deaths, at 99,800, compare favourably with North America, 
which has registered more than half a million, and Europe, which is approaching 900,000, a Reuters tally shows.” 
However, fatalities “are rising sharply across Africa, driven by iis southern region, especially economic 
powerhouse South Africa, which accounts for nearly half.” 


Canadian Researchers Urge Delay In Administering Second Dose Of Pfizer COVID-19 
Vaccine. 


Reuters (2/18, Kalia, Shibu) reports, “Two Canada-based researchers on Wednesday urged governments to 
delay administering the second dose of Pfizer Inc's COVID-19 vaccine, which they said had an efficacy of 92.6% 
after the first dose, as it was not significanily beneficial in the short term.” The researchers “said their findings 
were derived from Pfizer's documents submitted to the” US FDA. The researchers “cautioned that there may be 
uncertainty about the duration of protection with a single dose, but said that the administration of the second 
dose a month after the first provided ‘little added benefit in the short term.” 


UK Planning First Human Challenge Study For COVID-19. 


Bloomberg (2/18, Gale, 3.57M) reports, “The U.K. plans to deliberately infect dozens of healthy young adult 
volunteers in the coming weeks with SARS-CoV-2 to learn more about how the virus affects people and the 
effectiveness of experimental vaccines.” This first human challenge study for COVID-19 “has been approved by 
the country’s clinical trials ethics body and aims to start by mid-March.” However, the article says “it throws up a 
number of questions, including the availability of reliable ‘rescue treatments’ in the event that participants 
develop a serious iliness.” 


Air Pollution Led To Tens Of Thousands Of Fatalities In World’s Five Most Populous Cities 
In 2020, Researchers Say. 


Reuters (2/17, Taylor) reports “air pollution caused tens of thousands of deaths in the world’s five most populous 
cities last year despite coronavirus lockdowns, researchers said on Thursday, urging governments to ditch fossil 
fuels and invest in a green recovery.” In the world’s “five most-populated cities - Delhi, Mexico City, Sao Paulo, 
Shanghai and Tokyo — air pollution caused about 160,000 deaths and economic losses [totaling] about $85 
billion.” Dethi had the largest “death toll among the five biggest cities, with some 54,000 deaths — or one per 500 
people — due to high levels of tiny pollution particles, known as PM2.5, which can cause lung and heart diseases, 
the study said.” 


US Life Expectancy Dropped By One Year In First Half Of 2020. 


The New York Times (2/18, Tavernise, Goodnough, 20.6M) reporis “fe expectancy in the United States fell by a 
full year in the first six months of 2020, the federal government reported on Thursday, the largest drop since 
World War |] and a grim measure of the deadly consequences of the coronavirus pandemic.” The new data give 
“the first full picture of the pandemic’s effect on American life spans, which dropped to 77.8 years from 78.8 
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years in 2079.” The data “also showed a deepening of racial and ethnic disparities: Life expectancy of the Black 
population declined by 2.7 years in the first half of 2020, slicing away 20 years of gains.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, A1, Bernstein, 10.52M) reporis “Americans can now expect to live as long as 
they did in 2006, according to the provisional data released by the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), 
a part of the” CDC. Latinos lost 1.9 years of life expectancy, and white Americans lost 0.8 years, the data show. 

Bloomberg (2/18, Tanzi, 3.57M) says the report showed the gap in life expectancy “between the sexes rose 
to 5.4 years, the most in more than two decades.” 

USA Today (2/18, Rodriguez, 12.7M)} reports “health experts fear U.S. life expectancy in 2020 as a whole 
will be worse than the half-year numbers because they do not account for the fall and winter surges that led to 
record COVID-19 deaths.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/18, Adamy, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that in December, CDC 
National Center for Health Statistics mortalily-statistics branch chief Robert Anderson predicted life expectancy 
may drop two or three years when data on the entire year of 2020 are released. 


Senate Finance Panel To Hold Confirmation Hearing For HHS Secretary Nominee On 
February 24. 


Inside Health Policy (2/17, Mills-Gregg, Subscription Publication) reports “the Senate Finance Committee will 
hald a confirmation hearing for HHS Secretary nominee Xavier Becerra on Feb. 24, the day after the Senate 
health commitiee considers his nomination.” Senate Finance Chair Ron Wyden (D-OR) said in a statement, “I'm 
more confident than ever that [California] Attorney General Becerra is the right person to lead the way in the fight 
against COVID-19 and continue the essential work of ensuring all Americans can get quality, affordable health 
care.” 


Editorial: Becerra Is Troubling Choice For HHS Secretary. 


An editorial in the Los Angeles Daily News (2/17, 256K) says, “The nomination of California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra to serve as the U.S. Health and Human Services secretary is President Joe Biden’s most 
controversial cabinet choice to date.” The editorial adds, “Becerra is a troubling choice, especially given HHS’s 
importance during a pandemic.” 


“Bristol Variant” Of Coronavirus Identified In US For First Time. 

The New York Post (2/17, Jacobs, 7.45M) reports “a new mutation of the highly contagious UK coronavirus 
variant has been found in the US, the feds revealed Wednesday.” CDC Director “Rochelle Walensky said aia 
White House briefing that the first case of the 8117 variant with the E484K mutation — known as the ‘Bristol 
variant’ — has been identified.” She “declined to specify where the US case had been detected, or the status of 
the patient.” 


Kessler Discusses Drop In COVID-19 Cases In US During Interview. 


In-an interview on MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow Show # (2/17, 769K}, former FDA Commissioner David Kessler, 
who is now the chief science officer for the COVID-19 response in the Biden Administration, discussed the receni 
decrease in COVID-19 cases in the US. Kessler said, “I think it is too early to say that this decrease is due to a 
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vaccine effect. We are seeing a decrease in ihe number of cases in long-term care facilities, and some of my 
colleagues are suggesting...thai may be a vaccine effect, and that may be good news, but it’s still too early.” 


Biden Administration Rejects Calls To Update Guidelines That Discourage Americans From 
Using N95 Respirators. 


CBS News (2/17, Tin, 5.39M) reporis “the Biden administration is rejecting calls to change current guidelines that 
discourage the public from wearing N95 respirators, the high-filtration masks currently reserved for health care 
workers, although some manufacturers say a growing domestic surplus has gone unused.” CDC Director 
Rochelle Walensky “told reporters Wednesday that the agency siill belleved standard, well-fiting cloth masks 
were sufficient to curb the spread of COVID-19.” Walensky said, “For reasons supporied by science, comfort, 
costs, and practicality, the CDC does not recommend rouline use of N95 respirators for protection against 
COVID-19 by the general public.” FDA’s Office of Strategic Partnerships and Technology Innovation Director 
Suzanne Schwartz “said the agency is still receiving reports of ‘spot shoriages” of N95 masks. 


Opinion: Teachers Unions, “Team Biden” Holding Back Schools From Reopening Full-Time. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Post (2/17, 7.45M), contributor John Podhoretz says, “Remember the good 
old days, when the issue of reopening schools to full-time, in-class instruction was about COVID? i?’s not about 
helping people avoid contracting the novel coronavirus any longer.” Podhoretz writes, “Now it’s about saving 
them from...mold. And asthma. And other conditions that have nothing whatever to do with COVID and 
everything to do with coming up with reasons why schools should remain closed until teachers unions decide it’s 
all right for their members to go back to doing what teachers have done since the days of ancient Athens ~ 
instruct their charges in person. Face to face.” Podhoretz asserts that “Team Biden is part of the problem.” He 
quotes CDC Director Rochelle Walensky. 


Analysis: Pandemic Provides Opportunity For American Healthcare System To Be Fixed. 


in an analysis, Politico (2/18, Kenen, 6.73M) says “the work needed fo contain and recover from the coronavirus 


might — just might ~ create momentum to fix things before the next catastrophe, which will inevitably come in one 
form or another, perhaps before we've healed from this one.” Fixing the country’s health system “is hard ~ and 
highly politicized. Some changes can be swift; others will take money and time. But there may not be a better 
moment to get started.” Politico adds that CDC Director “Rochelle Walensky has vowed to rebuild public 
confidence, afier some agency policies were undermined or politicized by the Trump White House.” Covered 
California Executive Director Peter Lee, former Surgeon General Jerome Adams, former CMS official Cara 
James, and Elinore McCance-Katz, who ran the Department of Heaith and Human Services’ mental health 
agency in the Trurnp Administration, are mentioned. 


Biden Has Reportedly Selected Former Obama Official To Lead CMS. 


The Washington Post (2/17, Diamond, Goldstein, 10.52M) reporis that President Biden has “selected Chiquita 
Brooks-LaSure to lead the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, filling a major role in his health-care 
leadership team.” The Post cites “four people who spoke on the condition of anonymity.” According to the Post, 
Brooks-LaSure “served in the Obama adminisiration as a senior CMS official who helped implement the 
Affordable Care Act's coverage expansion and insurance-market reforms. She also worked on Capitol Hillas a 
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Democratic staff member for the House Ways and Means Commiittee, building ties with then-Rep. Xavier 
Becerra, Biden’s choice to lead the Health and Human Services department.” 

The AP (2/17, Alonso-Zaildivar) reports that, if confirmed, “Brooks-LaSure would be the first Black woman to 
head CMS.” According to the AP, “Brooks-LaSure has a long track record in government,” most recently leading 
“the Biden transition’s ‘landing tearm’ for the Department of Health and Human Services, laying the groundwork 
for the new administration.” As CMS Administrator, “Brooks-LaSure will be expected to grow Obamacare 
enrollment’ and “confront Medicare’s long-term financial problems, aggravated by a decline in payroll tax 
collections because of COVID-related job losses.” 

STAT (2/17, Florko, Facher, 262K) reports that Brooks-LaSure would “inherit an agency dogged by 
countless controversies during the Trump administration,” including a number of lawsuits, “most notably a 
Supreme Court case set to be argued in March challenging the agency’s new policy of denying health coverage 
to unemployed Medicaid beneficiaries.” 

Politico (2/17, Cancryn, Luthi, Roubein, 6.73M) reports similarly that Brooks-LaSure, who “oversaw 
implementation of Obamacare, if confirmed will play a leading role in crafting Biden’s plans to expand on the 
health care law ~ and unwind much of the Trump administration's efforts to minimize if.” 

Also reporting are CNN (2/17, Saenz, Luhby, 89.21M)}, Fox Business (2/17, Lea, 3.06M), Reuters (2/17) and 
FierceHealthcare (2/17, King, 150K). 


Biden Administration Announces Latest Round Of HHS Appointments. 


Healthcare IT News (2/17, Jercich, 2K} reporis, “The Biden administration this week announced the latest round 
of appointments to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.” According to the article, “some 
vacancies are still drawing attention,” including “a permanent adminisirator for the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.” HHS Chief of Staff Sean McCluskie said in a statement, “As our country navigates an 
unprecedented public health crisis, President Biden is building a strong, experienced, and diverse team at the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.” Some “hires listed on the HHS announcement had been 
previously reported,” including “Dr. Rochelle Walensky as Centers for Disease Control and Prevention director.” 
Max Lesko “will be Chief of Staff in the Office of the Surgeon General,” and Sonia Chessen “will be the new Chief 
of Staff at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.” 


Supreme Court Review Of Medicaid Work Rules Hinges On Verma Letters. 


Bloomberg Law (2/17, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports that the “Trump administration's eleventh-hour 
attempt to preserve Medicaid work requirements and circumvent President Joe Biden’s plan to rescind them 
hinges on the question of whether the effort amounted to guidance or binding contracts, legal analysts say.” At 
issue “are letters former Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Seema Verma sent io states in 
January to keep Medicaid waivers in effect for nine months after any government movement to rescind them.” 
Verma’s move “is seen as an attempi to keep ihe work requirements alive until the Supreme Court can rule on 
their validity in a case it will hear in March.” 


Biden Administration Appears To Withdraw Final Rule On Prior Authorization. 


FierceHealthcare (2/17, King, 150K) reporis that the Biden Administration “appears to have withdrawn a rule 
finalized last minute by the Trump administration that alms to streamline prior authorization, a major source of 
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provider administrative burden.” CMS “released the final rule Jan. 15, touting it as an easy way for patients to get 
their healthcare data.” CMS “did not say why the rule appeared to be withdrawn.” 


HHS Needs To Overhaul Value-Based Payment Approach, Report Says. 


Modern Healthcare (2/17, Brady, Subscription Publication, 215K) reporis, “HHS needs fo overhaul its approach 
to value-based payment to ensure widespread practice transformation and rein in Medicare spending, according 
to a report by the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics at the University of Pennsylvania released 
Wednesday.” Experts have “said the agency needs a new strategy because providers and payers have been too 
slow to adopt value-based payment, especially arrangements that require providers to take on significant 
financial risk. In addition, most existing initiatives don’t systematically lower healthcare spending or improve 
quairty.” 


Woodcock Refutes Idea Of Establishing Firewall Between FDA, Drug Companies For 
Approvals. 


Endpoints News (2/17, Gelman) reporis that acting FDA Commissioner Janet Woodcock refuted the idea of a 
firewall between regulators and drugmakers to “prevent lousy drugs from getling the agency's backing.” She 
said, “The firewall you propose would significanily reduce the efficiency of FDA’s review process and cause 
delays in drug development. ... Nor is a firewall necessary to ensure the integrity of FDA’s decision-making.” 


More Than 150 Democratic Congressmen Urge Court To Lift FDA’s Restrictions On 
Prescribing Mifepristone. 


Inside Health Policy (2/17, Wang, Subscription Publication) reports 157 “Democratic members of Congress and 
23 attorneys general are backing plaintiffs in an appeals case that seeks to prevent FDA from enforcing in- 
person prescribing restrictions for the aborlion medication mifepristone.” The lawmakers contend the agency's 
restrictions go against the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act and exacerbate health disparities. 


FDA Leaders Say Agency Made Mistake In Allowing COVID-19 Antibody Tests To Be Sold, 
Shipped Without Being Reviewed. 


Medical Device and Diagnostic Industry (2/17, Ford, 147K) reports FDA Center for Devices and Radiological 
Health Director Jeffrey Shuren, MD, and FDA Office of in Vitro Diagnostics and Radiological Health Director 
Timothy Stenzel, MD, PhD, wrote in an editorial in the New England Journal of Medicine that the FDA’s decision 
to allow many COVID-19 antibody tests to be sold and shipped without review was a mistake. Shuren and 
Stenzel said, “We planned to revisit this policy after authorizing several serology tests. ... In hindsight, however, 
we realized that the policy outlined in our March 16 guidance was flawed.” They added, “Knowing what we know 
now, we would not have permitted serology tests to be marketed without FDA review and authorization, even 
within the limits we initially imposed.” 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 
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Wall Street Journal: 

US Retail Sales Rose Strongly On Stimulus In January 

North Korea Turning To Cryptocurrency Schemes In Global Heisits, US Says 
Insiders At Covid-19 Vaccine Makers Sold Nearly $500 Million Of Stock Last Year 
Europe Locked Its Economy In Place. Unlocking It Could Be Ugly. 

‘Tm Like A SPAC — What the Hell Is That?’: Rap Explains Hot Finance Trend 
Saudi Arabia Set To Raise Oil Output Amid Recovery In Prices 


New York Times: 

Desperate For Light And Warmth, Texans See No End For Winter Storm 

No, Wind Farms Aren’t The Main Cause Of The Texas Blackouts 

Biden Signals He’s Flexible On Immigration Overhaul 

Rush Limbaugh Dies At 70; Turned Talk Radio Into A Right-Wing Attack Machine 
Cuomo Faces Revolt As Legislators Move To Strip Him Of Pandemic Powers 


Washington Post: 

Polarizing Icon Of Conservative Radio 

Years Of College Gains For Latinos Endangered 

US Life Expectancy Falls By A Year In Pandemic 
Democrats Face Divisions On Next Big Spending Bill 
Honduran Leader With Lots To Lose Courts Biden 


Millions Still In Dark Amid A Winter’s Fury 


Financial Times: 
Facebook Bans Australian News As Impact Of Media Law Is Felt Globally 
Mario Draghi Lays Out Ambitious Reforms For Italy 


Texans Demand Answers After Dramatic Collapse In Power Supply 
EU Announces Fresh Vaccine Deal With Moderna 


Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News: 

ABC: Texas-Winter Storm; Vaccine Delays; Weather Report; Biden-Agenda; Counterfeit N95 Masks; COVID- 
Variants; Rush Limbaugh; Flu Season: Prince Philip Hospitalized; Houston-Helping Neighbors. 

CBS: Texas-Winter Storm; Weather Report; Vaccine Delays; Biden-Agenda; Biden-Netanyahu; Counterfeit N95 
Masks; Rush Limbaugh; Prince Philip Hospitalized; Ashiey Judd-Hiking Rescue; Americans Come Together In 
Pandemic, 

NBC: Texas-Winter Storm; Texas-Power Grid; Weather Report; Vaccine Delays; Biden-Agenda; Harris-Schools 
Reopening; COViD-Students; Biden-Student Loan Debt; Rush Limbaugh; Eagle Scouts. 


Network TV At A Glance: 
Texas-Winter Storm — 10 minutes, 40 seconds 
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Biden-Agenda — 5 minutes, 55 seconds 
Rush Limbaugh — 5 minutes, 55 seconds 
Vaccine Delays —~ 5 minutes, 25 seconds 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Frever Noah: “After all that talk from Trump, Biden is the one that will have people saying ‘Merry Christmas’ 
again. Bul that's right, Biden is predicting that COVID-19 will be gone from our lives by the end of this year, just 
in time for COVID-271 fo kick into high gear.” 


Frever Noah: “And I'm really hopeful that Biden is right, because if things are normal by Christmas, that means 
Santa can come down the chimney and put my presents under the tree again — unlike last year, when he threw 
them through my living room window.” 


Trevor Noah: “Now out of office, Donald Trump is back at the helm of his business empire and trying to figure 
out how to make money without being able to overcharge the Secret Service. But today, he watched a piece of 
that empire literally collapse. ... Whoa, hold up. People paid almost 600 bucks to watch that building get 
demolished? Did they know Trump wasn’t inside? | mean, forget hotels. Trump just needs to build [stuff] with his 
name on it, and then charge people to watch him blow it up. It will be the most profitable business he’s ever had!” 


Trevor Noah: “it really says something when even Atlantic City is like, ‘Trump is giving a bad name to our town 
full of pawn shops and strip clubs. It’s gotta go. We can’t be associated with that name.” 


Trevor Noah: [On former President Trump saying Senate Minority Leader McConnell has “too many chins and 
nat enough brains’] “While Trump’s hotel was exploding from within, so is the party that Trump leads. In the 
wake of the Capitol riots...a split has emerged in the party between Trump loyalists and traditional conservatives 
like Mitch McConnell, who blamed Trump for the riot and basically called for him to be charged with crimes. Well, 
now, Trump is striking back. ... Okay, you know what? How dare you, Donald? Mitch McConnell does not have 
multiple chins, okay? He doesn’t have any chins. He has a neck sack that he developed to store air so he can 
breathe underwater! Leam some biology!” 


Fravor Noah: “This is some fancy trash talk. ‘Dour, sullen.’ | think this proves that social media makes you 
dumber. | mean, Trump's been off Twitter for a couple weeks, and he’s already learning a new SAT word a day. 
He also called Mitch ‘unsmiling,’ which is just such classic Trump. No matter who you are, Trump will find a way 
to sexually harass you. ‘Mitch, you're a failure. A disaster for party. And why don’t you smile more, baby? Come 
on, show us a little smile.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “The White House is said to be in talks with Amazon right now to help distribute the vaccine. 
The way it will work is, any Prime member who can prove they've waiched all six seasons of ‘Bosch’ will get 


vaccinated.” 
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Jimmy Agrunel: “Our new President held a CNN town hall with Anderson Cooper last night. He said he’s tired 
of talking about Donald Trump. And referred to Donald Trump as ‘the former guy. Which | love, because he will 
hate that more than anything.” 


Jiminy Aimured: “Joe knows that the way to deflate Trump is to ignore him. But it's hard. He’s like a 2-year-old. 
You worry thal if you take your eye off him, he'll flush your keys down the toilet.” 


Jitruny Mimurel: “One of the former President's most famous failures, the Trump Plaza Casino, was imploded 
today in Atlantic City. Every chapter of Trump’s biography is 11.” 


Jimmy Kimmel: “Team Trump put out a statement saying that Giuliani is not currently representing Trump in 
any legal matters. ... And with Trump off his plate now, Rudy has more time for his true passion — walking the 
streets of Ukraine screaming Hunter Biden’s name.” 


National News 


Biden Visiting Swing States To Push COVID Relief Plan. 


TIME (2/17, Abramson, Bennett, 18.1M) reports President Biden is leaving Washington “to pitch his $1.9 trillion 
COVID-19 relief package to voters in key swing states.” Biden had been scheduled to “spend Thursday in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, touring a Pfizer vaccine production facility and meeting with workers,” though the trip was 
posiponed due to inclement weather. By “selecting two of the most critical battleground states, he’s using his 
political capital to tell the voters that helped send him to the White House how he’s delivering on his campaign 
pledges ~ and why they should stick with Democrats in elections to come. ... But first and foremost, Biden is 
hoping to cement bipartisan support for his relief bill.” 

Meanwhile, Bloomberg (2/17, Fabian, 3.57M) reports Vice President Harris will hold a virtual meeting 
Thursday “with a group of female Democratic lawmakers and advocacy groups...as part of the White House’s 
push to build support” for its relief bill. The meeting, which will include Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Chairwoman Patty Murray, House Appropriations Chairwoman Rosa DeLauro, Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto (D-NV), and Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA), “will focus on the economic struggles wamen have faced as a 
result of the pandemic and how President Joe Biden’s proposal would address them, according to Harris’s 
office.” Bloomberg adds, “The groups participating in the Thursday meeting with Harris are mostly left-leaning. 
Service Employees International Union President Mary Kay Henry and Tina Tchen, CEO of the anti-sexual 
harassment group Time’s UP, are expected to join, as are nine other leaders of organizations representing Black 
women, Native Americans, mothers and female business owners.” 

White House Office of Public Engagement Director Cedric Richmond said on MSNBC = (2/17, 1.89M), “We 
think this plan is going to get passed. A lot of it is going fo be because of the hard work thai the President and 


Vice President put in, in articulating the need for this plan to members of Congress, but also because the public 
is so vocal abou the need for it and the fact that we need it right now, we shouldn't wait, we shouldr’t delay. And 
| think that is having a big effect. The public support for it will help us get it through.” 

E.J. Dionne writes in the Washington Post (2/17, 10.52M} that Biden and Democrats are “no longer scared. 
They're not defensive, or constantly looking over their shoulders, or making preemptive concessions to 
Republicans.” Dionne adds while Republicans “will probably swing some of their supporters away from Biden’s 
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economic plan,” Biden and Democrats “are operating with confidence because they have finally embraced what 
has long been irue: Progressive economic policies are broadly popular.” Most Americans “turn to the federal 
government to act boldly in a time of crisis not because they love government in the abstract but because they 
understand it as the only entity capable of taking on ceriain large tasks. That's why Biden is confident about the 
course he’s on ~ and ils why he shouldn't back down.” 

Local Officials From Both Parties Seek COVID Relief, The AP (2/17, Barrow) reports the 
coronavirus has impacted city budgets, and mayors and local leaders of both parties have turned to Washington 
for help. President Biden’s relief plan “would send about $350 billion to state, local and tribal governments, with 
about $140 billion of that set aside for cities and counties,” but “Republicans in Washington have stood in the 
way of sending federal aid to cities, leaving local leaders and public employee unions worried they'll get 
shortchanged as Congress negotiates the next COVID-19 response package.” The AP says the Republican 
position carries “political risks. In rejecting a bill with help for lower governments, Republican lawmakers may 
soon find themselves voting against high-profile allies and forcing those constituents to depend on President Joe 
Biden and his fellow Democrats.” 

WPost; Lawmakers Should Keep BH! Focused On COVID Relief. The Washington Post (2/17, 
10.52M) argues in an editorial that more federal funding is needed “to cope with the ongoing damage done by 
the covid-19 pandemic, and Congress and President Biden should provide it on the widest bipartisan basis 
possible - and swiftly. That means settling aside legislative items not directly related to covid, despite lawmakers’ 
inevitable temptation to take advantage of a crisis to advance other priorities.” The Post says the current House 
bill “shows signs of losing focus in just that way” as the House Ways and Means Committee “has attached a plan 
to rescue financially troubled retirement systems known as multiemployer pensions.” The Post argues that “this 
particular bit of sausage-making illustrates the complications that develop when lawmakers start to stray from 
straightforward attention to the most urgent covid-related needs.” 

WSJournal Says Relief BHl includes $228 Tax On Multinational Campanies. A Wall Street 
Journal (2/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) editorial says the COVID relief measure includes “a $22 billion 
tax increase on multinational companies.” The Journal says itis “a sign of tax increases to come, as the Biden- 
Pelosi-Schumer Democrats scramble for revenue to finance their seemingly limitless expansions of government.” 


Psaki Says White House Would “Support A Study” Of Black Reparations. 


The AP (2/17, Freking) reporis the White House “is giving fis support to studying reparations for Black 
Americans, boosting Democratic lawmakers who are renewing efforts to create a commission on the issue.” 
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said Wednesday that President Biden “backs the idea of studying the 
issue...though she siopped shori of saying he would sign the bill if it clears Congress.” Politico (2/17, King, 
6.73M) similarly says Psaki “stoppfed] short of full-throated backing for the bill.” Psaki said, “It's working its way 
through Congress. We'd certainly support a study, but we'll see what happens through the legislative process.” 

USA Today (2/17, Yancey-Bragg, 12.7M) reports the bill under consideration “would direct more than a 
dozen experts to examine how the U_S. government supported slavery frorn 1619 to 1865 and created laws thai 
discriminated against formerly ensiaved people and their descendants. The commission could recommend 
remedies, including compensation and education of the American public on the legacy of slavery.” 
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USA Today Analysis: Expected Retirements Will Give Biden Chances To Put Black Women 
On Federal Bench. 


USA Today (2/17, Fritze, 12.7M) reports, “An expected wave of retiring judges will give President Joe Biden a 
chance to address a stariling lack of diversity on the federal bench, advocates say, a shift that eventually could 
have implications for future nominees to the Supreme Court.” The President ‘repeatedly promised” during the 
2020 campaign “to name a Black woman to the nation’s highest court for the first time in history if a seat opens 
on his watch. But that commitment has drawn attention to a lack of Black women on U.S. appeals couris — the 
poal from which Supreme Court justices usually are drawn.” There are just four Black female appeals court 
judges “out of 179 judgeships — all of them older than 65.” 

Durbin Expected To Continue GOP Policy On Judicial Nomination Blue Slips. Politico (2/17, 
LeVine, 6.73M) reports Senate Democrats “are planning to continue the GOP’s approach to giving home-state 
senators velo power over lower court nominees — while granting freer rein to [Biden’s] circuit court nominees.” 
Senate Judiciary Chairman Richard Durbin’s expected approach “would make no change to the so-called ‘blue 
slip’ process that Republicans changed in 2017 to yank home-state senators’ power” to block then-President 
Donald Trump's circuit court picks. 


Milley And Esper Held Back Promotion Recommendations For Female Generals Until Trump 
Left Office. 


The New York Times (2/17, Schmitt, Cooper, 20.6M) reports that last year, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. 
Mark Milley and then-Defense Secretary Mark Esper and Gen. Mark Milley “feared that any candidates other 
than white men for jobs mostly held by white men might run into turmoil once their nominations got to the White 
House,” and therefore held back recommendations on promotions for Air Force Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost and 
Army Lt. Gen, Laura Richardson until then-President Donald Trump had left office, “betting that” President Biden 
“would be more supportive.” 


Biden Using Twitter For “Policy, Not Personal Insults.” 


USA Today (2/17, Collins, 12.7M) looks at how President Biden uses social media uncer the headline “Policy, 
Not Personal insults: Biden Uses Twitter To Sell His Agenda, With A Few Pooch Pics Thrown in.” While former 
President Donald Trump “often used Twitter to hurl insulls, settle scores and promote baseless conspiracy 
theories,” Biden has so far “used the popular digital platform primarily io promote his policies and his political 
philosophy.” 


Senators Call On DeJoy To Address “Unacceptable Delays” In Mail Delivery. 


Reuters (2/17) reporis 33 senators on Wednesday “urged Postmaster General Louis DeJoy to address 
continuing ‘unacceptabie delays’ in mail deliveries and questioned if his decisions are continuing to hinder mail 
deliveries.” DeJoy “suspended operational changes in August after he came in for enormous criticism from U.S. 
lawmakers over delays in deliveries.” 


Millions Remain Without Power As Another Major Winter Storm Looms. 
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All three broadcast networks once again led their evening newscasts with coverage of ihe major winter storm 
that has left millions without power in Texas and other parts of the South. David Muir said on ABC World News 
Tonight =| (2/17, lead story, 4:00, 7.78M) that “another major storm [is] bearing down from the South right up into 
the Northeast tomorrow...and this storm has already slammed Texas yet again — another night there with millions 
without power, without heat, without water.” Texas officials are “acknowledging they do not know when the power 
will be back on.” 


Norah O'Donnell said on the CBS Evening New: Ei (2/47, lead story, 3:50, 4.82M) that “millions of 


Americans [were] heading into another night of brutal cold, without heal, power or clean water. ... So many pipes 
have now burst” that Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R} “is asking for help from out-of-state plumbers. ... More than 2.5 
million Texans still don’t have electricity, and with the state’s energy grid buckling under the demand, fi could be 
are desperate hours for millions in Texas, siill left in the cold from a failing power grid. They are compounded by 
sub-freezing temperatures, [with] only vague assurances of when the lighis may go back on for good.” 

The AP (2/17, Weber, Bleed) reports, “Millions of Americans endured another frigid day without electricity or 
heat in the aftermath of a deadly winter storm as utility crews raced to restore power before another blast of 
snow and ice sowed more chaos in places least equipped to deal with it. Nearly 3.4 million customers around the 
U.S. were still without electricity, and some also lost water service.” USA Today (2/17, Rice, 12.7M) reporis, “At 
least two dozen people have died because of the intense cold and a series of storms that moved from coast to 
coast since the weekend.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, Sonmez, 10.52M) reporis that on Wednesday, While House Press Secretary 
Jen Psaki said the Administration “is supplying emergency power generators to Texas and is prepared to move 
diesel to the state, where about 3 million people remain in the dark amid a barrage of winter storms that have 
overwhelmed the electric grid.” Psaki said the White House and FEMA “remain in close contact with states 
across the affected area to ensure any federal support requirements are met.” 

The Dallas Morning News (2/17, 772K) reports Abbott “has ordered Texas natural gas producers to sell the 
fuel to in-state power generators, part of an effort to restore electricity to millions who have been shivering in dark 
homes. ... But he couldn't say for sure when and where Texans could expect out their electricity to be shut on or 
off.” The New York Times (2/17, Romero, Dobbins, 20.6M) with Texas “reeling from a rare winter storm that 
caused widespread power outages, Democrats have mobilized public anger over the Republicans’ oversight of 
the energy indusiry, opening a new front in their battle to erode the party’s dominance of every statewide office 
and both chambers of the legislature.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, 10.52M)} editorializes that the Texas “weather and power crisis continued to 
leave millions shivering across the state Wednesday even as the siate’s Republican leaders seemingly lied 
about the reasons for the disaster.” The Post calls their blaming the blackouts “on the state’s supposed 
overreliance” on wind power “nonsense,” saying “the deep freeze shut down equipment across the state to 
supply and bum natural gas for electricity, just as demand for electric heating surged and as dernand for natural 
gas for home heating spiked.” The Wall Street Journal (2/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), however, says in 
an editorial that it is incorrect to blame the power outages on natural gas, writing that freezing wind turbines 
necessitated a ramping up of gas and coal power. 
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Reuters (2/17, Nakamura}, Bloomberg (2/17, Malik, Chediak, 3.57M), the Wall Street Journal (2/17, Ansari, 
Blunt, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)}, and the Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M) are among the other sources 
covering the storms and the power grid issues. 

Perry Says Power Outages Are Preferable To Federal Regulation. The Houston Chronicle (2/17, 
982K) reports former Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R), who served as energy secretary under President Donald 
Trump, said Wednesday “that going days without power is a sacrifice Texans should be willing to make if it 
means keeping federal regulators out of the state’s power grid.” Perry said, “Texans would be without electricity 
for longer than three days to keep the federal government out of their business. Try not to let whatever the crisis 
of the day is take your eye off of having a resilient grid that keeps America safe personally, economically, anc 
strategically.” 


Media Analyses: Trump-McConnell Feud Could Hurt GOP Prospects In 2022. 


Several oullets look at the conflict between former President Donald Trump and Senate Minority Leader 
McConnell, arguing that the feud could impact GOP prospects in the 2022 midterm elections. The AP (2/17, 
Peoples, Colvin, Slodysko) says Trump “is escalating a polilical war within his own party that could undermine 
the Republican push to fight President Joe Biden’s agenda and ultimately return to power.” Trump “continued to 
attack McConnell” on Wednesday, saying in an interview, “The Republicans are soft. They only hit their own, like 
Mitch.” Politico (2/17, Arkin, Desiderio, isenstadt, 6.73M) says Republicans “are starting their life in the Senate 


minority mired in @ civil war over the future of the GOP and [Trump’s] role in the party.” 

The New York Times (2/17, Hulse, Fandos, 20.6M)} says McConnell has been drawn into “a vicious feud 
with the former president” and widened “Republican division that could spill into the midterm elections.” Some 
Republicans say “the leader whose focus was always the next election had hurt the party’s 2022 prospecis.” 
Sen. Ron Johnson (R-W1}, who has yei to decide whether he will seek reelection next year, said support for 
McConnell “was already emerging as a negative factor armmong Trump-backing Republican primary voters he 
speaks with back home.” 

The Washington Post (2/17, DeBonis, Dawsey, 10.52M) reports, “Multiple Republicans close to McConnell 
said he has little interest in carrying on a back-and-forth with the former president. Having said his piece about 
Trump's conduct after the election, McConnell has signaled he plans to focus his attention on opposing 
Democratic policies and ensuring the most electable Republicans emerge from Senate primaries next year.” But 
itis unclear “just how far Trump will pursue his vendetta against McConnell.” 

Jamelle Boule writes in the New York Times (2/17, 20.6M)} that the fact that the backlash against the seven 
Republican senators who voted to convict Trump in his impeachment trial proves that there is “no truly 
meaningful anti-Trump opposition within the party. The civil war, such as it was, ended four-and-a-half years aga 
when Trump accepted the Republican nomination for president.” Brian Klaas writes in the Washington Post 
(2/17, 10.52M}, “Disqualifying, exiremist behavior isn’t just tolerated in the modern GOP — it’s encouraged.” 


Barabak: Changing Times, “Talk Of Mental Decline” Drive Calls For Feinstein To Resign. 


Mark Z. Barabak of the Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M) writes under the headline “The Tragedy Of Dianne 
Feinstein’ that California’s senior senator, “deep into her ninth decade,” is “no longer the politically revered figure 
she once was. There is talk of mental decline, of selfishly overstaying her time in office and calls for the 
Democrat to resign from the Senate for the good of her state and the country. The slow, sad fade is not simply a4 
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function of Feinstein’s age — she is 87 — but also the fact that times and the political world have changed and 
Feinsiein, whether unwilling or unable, has failed to change along with them.” Barabak writes that while “today, 
Feinstein is a subject of scorn, considered by many a relic who is well past her prime...history, with its long view, 
is likely to be much kinder.” 


Democrat Lasry Enters Wisconsin Senate Race. 


The AP (2/17, Bauer} reports, “Democrai Alex Lasry, a 33-year-old Milwaukee Bucks executive and son of a 
billionaire,” entered the Wisconsin Senate race on Wednesday. Sen. Ron Johnson (R-W1) has not yet said if he 
will seek reelection. The AP says the race “is expected to be one of the mast hotly coniested in the country with 
control of the Senate hanging in the balance.” The Washington Post (2/17, Bonesieel, 10.52M) reports Lasry 
“served as an aide in the administration of former president Barack Obama and spearheaded Milwaukee's 
successful attempt to land the 2020 Democratic National Convention, which was significantly pared down 
because of the pandemic.” 


Limbaugh Dies At 70. 


Conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh died Wednesday at age 70. All three broadcast networks aired lengthy 
reports, with Jonathan Karl saying on ABC World News Tonight = (2/17, story 7, 2:40, Muir, 7.78M) that 
Limbaugh was “as wildly successful and influential as he was divisive and controversial,” and called him “the 
godfather of the offend anyone, apologize to no one politics that gat Donald Trump elected president.” On the 
CBS Evening News = 


Ed (2/17, story 7, 1:50, O'Donnell, 4.82M), Jim Axelrod called Limbaugh “one of the loudest, 
most provocative voices on the national scene in the last ihree-plus decades.” Geoff Bennett said on NBC 
Nightly News & (2/17, story 9, 1:25, Holt, 6.24M) that his “self-titled show was the most listened to radio talk 
show in America.” 

The New York Times (2/17, Ai, McFadden, Grynbaum, 20.6M) calls Limbaugh “the right-wing radio 
megastar whose slashing, divisive style of mockery and grievance reshaped American conservatism,” while USA 


Today (2/17, All, 12.7M) calls him a “conservative radio talk titan.” The Washington Post (2/17, Fisher, 10.52M) 
says Limbaugh “depioyed comic bombast and relentless bashing of liberals, ferninisis and environmentalisis to 
become the nation’s most popular radio talk-show host and lead the Republican Party into a politics of anger and 
obstruction.” In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (2/17, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says Limbaugh “was 
invaluable to the conservative movement in the 1990s” and “kept his sense of humor and rarely let anger drown 
his fundamental optimism about the United States. ... Limbaugh knew he was an entertainer, not an intellectual 
or politician, and he said so many times.” 

Former President Donald Trump spoke with Fox News’ Hannity (2/17, 535K) about Limbaugh, saying, “Our 
country is a great place and we are going to make it even greater, as the expression goes. But we have a lot to 
taik about but today is all about Rush, don’t you think?” The AP (2/17, Sedensky}, Reuters (2/17, Dunham), the 
Wall Street Journal (2/17, Steele, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), the Los Angeles Times (2/17, 3.37M), Axios 
(2/17, 1.26M), Politico (2/17, Cohen, 8.73M), The Hill (2/17, 5.69M), and the CNN (2/17, Stelter, 89.27M) and 
Fox News (2/17, Flood, 23.99M) websites are among the sources covering Limbaugh's death. 
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« Collins: I(s Unknown Whether COVID-19 Antibody-Positive Test Means Protection Against Reinfection. 
* Trump Administration Considering ‘Pool Testing’ For Coronavirus, Fauci Says. Here’s What That Means. 
* With Trump Leading The Way, America’s Coronavirus Failures Exposed By Record Surge In New Infections. 
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° Global Coronavirus Cases Exceed 10 Million. 

«On Coronavirus, Americans Stil Trust The Experts. 

* Southern States Report Record Coronavirus Surges. 

« Fauci Says Covid-19 Vaccine May Not Get US To Herd immunity lf Too Many People Refuse To Get IL 
* States Scramble To Contain Covid Spikes Without Enough Workers To Track Ouibreaks. 

«As The Coronavirus Spreads, Drug Pricing Legislation Remains Stalled. 

* As Support For Mask-Wearing Grows, So Do Palitical Risks For Forgaing Them. 

» A Coronavirus Vaccine is Still Months Away, But An Antibody Treatment Could Be Closer. 

* Summer May Decide Fate Of Leading Shots In Vaccine Race. 

* The Race To Find A COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* The Hil’s Coronavirus Report: Geopolitical Adviser Parag Khanna Criticizes US, China Leadership On Virus: 
US COVID-19 Cases Reach Highest Single-Day Level. 

«Pence Tries To Put Positive Spin On Pandemic Despite Surging Cases In South And Wesi. 

* Pelosi Says Mandate To Wear Masks Is “Long Overdue.” 

« How Dr. Anthony Fauci Persuades individuals To Fight Coronavirus As A Tear. 

° AP FACT CHECK: Trump Hypes Bid To Stem Monument Vandalism. 

« Conflicting COVID Messages Create Cloud Of Confusion Around Public Health And Prevention. 

° FDA Allows Pooled COVID-19 Testing As Govt. Eyes Pivoting To Approach. 

* Colorado State Researchers Scaling Up Production Of Potential COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* GOP Sen: ifd Help H Trump Would Wear A Mask To ‘Get Rid Of This Political Debate’. 

* Bill Gates Suggests He Talks To Dr. Fauci More Than Trump Does. 

«Pains, Chills, Fatigue, Vomiting And Vertigo Plague Me. Small Fiber Neuropathy Causes It All. 

e NCI Seeks Applications To Build Research Capacity For COVID-19 Serology And Immunology. 

* Arkansas Governor Urges ‘Consistent National Message’ On Wearing Masks. 

* Participation By Minority Racial, Ethnic Groups In NCI-Funded Trials Nearly Doubles In 20 Years. 

«lf You Think It's Weird For Parents To Keep Baby Teeth, There’s Research Showing They May Harvest Stem 
Cells. 

« This Young, Black, Female Scientist. 

* Intervention For AVM Still Too High Risk: Latest From ARUBA. 

« Machine Learning Could ‘Transforn’ Cervical Cancer Screening, NC] Researchers Report. 

* Pulmonary Abnormalities, Lung Cysts Seen In Children, Young Adults With MEN2B. 

* Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center Expands Cancer Disparities Research. 

« Pitt Researchers Find 4 Coronavirus Mutations Arrived Early In Pittsburgh, Say Pandemic Could Have Been 
Much Worse In Region. 

« NIH Funding Pari Of Script For College Program's Success. 


Health & Medical News 
* Florida Continues To See Surge in Coronavirus Infections. 
« California Governor Orders Bars In Seven Counties To Close. 


* Texas Governor Reverses Course On Reopening, Underscoring A Crisis “Weeks In The Making.” 
« Cable News Networks Sharing Video Feeds To Reduce The Number Of Employees Exposed To Coronavirus. 
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° Pandemic Led To Increase in Deaths Among Those With Alzheimer's, Dementia, Health Experts Say. 

«US Airlines Facing “Paichwork Effort’ In Managing Coronavirus Spread For Passengers. 

e Many Patients With COVID-19 Reporting “Hospital Deliriurn.” 

« Providers Hope Broad Push For Onshore Production Of PPE, Pharmaceuticals Will Result In More Efficient, 
Reliable Supply. 

« Minnesota Health Action Group To Shuidown Effective September 30. 

* AAP Recommends Schools Aim For Reopening Path That Allows Students To Physically Be In School. 

* Editorial: All Americans Should Wear Face Masks. 

* Justice Department Says Cards Claiming ADA Can Be Used To Ignore Masks Ordinances Are Fake. 

* UCLA, USC Seek Path For Student Athletes To Safely Return To Campus Housing, Facilities. 

* Pence Visits Hard-Hit Texas, Urges Use Of Facemasks. 

¢ CBS Poll Finds That Nearly Two-Thirds Of Americans Feel US Effort To Combat Coronavirus Is Going “Badly.” 
«US Coronavirus Cases Now Exceed 2.5M. 

* Only Two States In US Report Drop In Cases Of Coronavirus Compared To Last Week. 

« Health Officials Say Los Angeles County Entering “Critical Moment” As Coronavirus Cases, Hospitalizations 
Surge. 

« Number Of Coronavirus Cases In Oklahoma Nears 13,000. 

° Navaio Nation Reports Almost 100 New Coronavirus Cases. 

* Over 370 Employees At Tyson Foods Plani In Missouri Test Positive For COVID-19. 

* Latino, Black Calfiormia Residents Have Double The Coronavirus Death Rate Compared To White Residents, 
Data indicate. 

* Almost A Third Of Black Americans Personally Know Someone Who Has Died From COVID-19, Poil Indicates. 
¢ More Than 75% Of People In US Afraid Of Becoming Infected With Coronavirus, Poll Indicates. 

* Texas Nursing Home Has Reportedly Tamed Coronavirus Outbreak. 

* Maryland Officials Announce 327 New Coronavirus Cases, 12 Deaths. 

« Michigan No Longer Among Top 10 States With Most Coronavirus Cases, Data Indicaie. 

* New Data Show 78% Of Deaths Linked To Coronavirus In Europe Were Among People Aged 75 Or Older. 

« Experts Expect A Surge In Coronavirus Cases In DC Region As Area Reopens. 

* Beaches In Some Florida Cities Will Be Closed During Fourth Of July Weekend. 

« Nevada Officials Report Over 800 New Coronavirus Cases, No New Deaths. 

* Use Of Public Transportation May Be Associated With Increased Coronavirus Death Rate, Studies Suggest. 
* US Businesses Forced To Choose Whether To Remain Open As Coronavirus Cases Rise. 

* At Least 85 Coronavirus Cases In Michigan Tied To College Bar. 

* Health Officials Reportedly Did Not Warn Travelers At LAX They Could Have Been Exposed To Coronavirus 
On At Least Three Occasions. 

* Global Fundraising Meeting Raises $6.9 Billion To Combat COVID-19. 

« Federal Government To Ship Remdesivir To States With increasing COVID-19 Cases. 

* Some COVID-19 Vaccine Developers See Potential Upside Even lf They Do Not Finish First. 

« Questions Remain About Pricing Of Potential COVID-19 Vaccine, Treatment. 

° US. Already Seeing Shortages Of Over 200 Types Of Drugs, Medical Supplies, Report Finds. 

«NYTimes Analysis Blames Failure In Leadership For Rising Coronavirus Cases. 
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° Texas And Florida Closing Bars As Infections Rise. 

*Washingion Governor Delays Move To Stage Four Of Reopening Plan. 

* Kansas City, Kansas To Require Masks In Public Indoor Places Starting Tuesday. 

« Alabama Governor Considering Whether To Renew State’s “Safer At Home” Order. 

° Arkansas Governor Says States Cannot Put Resirictions On Each Other. 

« As California Reopens, Many Workers Are Concerned About Returning To Their Jobs. 

* Michigan Hospiial Leaders Preparing For More Covid-19 Cases. 

* Use Of Statewide Hospital Capacity Criticized For Ignoring Local Problems. 

* Virginia Nursing Homes Prepare For State’s Next Phase Of Reopening. 

* Texas Reinstating Measures On Child Care Centers. 

* Pennsylvania Health Secretary Defends Handling Of Pandemic In Nursing Homes And Personal Care 
Facilities. 

« North Dakota Reopening Long-Term Care Facilities. 

* Maryland Fines Nursing Home $70,000 For Failings During Pandemic That Led To 28 Deaths. 

« Texas Businesses Slow To Bring Employees Back To Work, Sending More Home To Work Remoliely. 

°* FEMA Warmed States To Not Use COVID-19 Testing Kits It Bought For $10.2 Million. 

« Some Nursing Homes May Face Legal “Reckoning” Following COVID-19 Deaths. 

° NHL Will Not Quarantine Players For Training Camps. 

* Even As COVID-19 Cases Rise In Florida, NBA Moves Forward With Formalizing Plans To Start lis Season. 
* Pence Inierviewed On Recent Surge in Coronavirus Cases, Says White House Will Defer To Governors On 
Mask Wearing. 

* Washingion Governor Slams Trump Administration’s Coronavirus Pandemic Response. 

¢ Democrats Push For Better-Coordinated Federal Coronavirus Response. 

* Sen. Alexander Says It Would “Help” If President Trump Would Wear A Mask. 

* President Trump's Outlook On Coronavirus Testing Said To Defy “Both Science And Sireet Sense.” 

« Opinion: Trump Has Promoted Idea That Coronavirus Can Be Treated As Political, Cultural Problem. 

* Schumer Urges Trump Adminisiration To Renew Coronavirus Emergency Declaration. 

« Campania Governor Insists That Some Seasonal Workers Living In COVID-19 Hotpot Must Be Isolated For 
Next 15 Days. 

« Research Suggests Thai Lack Of Adequate Resources Could Put Nurses’ Mental Health, Well-Being At Risk. 
* Analysis: Opioid Crisis In Colorado Likely To Be Exacerbated By Fallout From Pandemic. 

* US Could See Increasing Physician Shortage Over Next 15 Years, Report Wams. 

* Heat Waves May Increase Risks For Some Common Medications, Researchers Warm. 

* Hiinais To Test Every Newborn Baby For Spinal Muscular Atrophy. 

« Georgia Health Officials Warn Of Potential Health Problems Associated With Saharan Dust Cloud. 

¢ Verve Therapeutics Novel Experiment Seerns To Have Permanently Lowered LDL, Triglycerides in Monkeys. 
« Experts Worry Coronavirus Pandemic Will Generate New Wave Of Workplace Age Discrimination. 

* Opinion: Pandemic increases Ageism “Stereotype Threat” For People In Their 60s. 

« Virginia Set To increase Cigarette Tax By 30 Cents A Pack Starting Next Month. 

* Increase In Sin Tax Revenue May Help Slightly Offset States’ Budget Slumps. 


GADB00000031 17 


e Number Of Americans Purchasing Drugs Ouiside US To Save Money Will Likely Rise Due To Pandemic, Study 
Finds. 


Global Health News 

* WHO Highlights Astrazeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine As Most Advanced. 

* Brazil Announces Agreement With AstraZeneca To Produce 30 Million Doses Of Experimental Covid-19 
Vaccine. 

e China National Biotec Group Says COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Shows Promise In Phase 1/2 Clinical Trial. 
« New Delhi's Acting Health Minister Says City ls Facing Shoriage Of Trained Healthcare Workers. 

* Scientists Suggest Coronavirus Emerged In Spain In March 2019, But Some Independent Experts Doubt The 
Claim. 

* China Declares Outbreak In Beijing Contained. 

« UK Government Considering Lockdown For City After Spike In Number Of COVID-19 Cases. 

* Hospitals In Venezuela’s Zulia State Seeing Surge In Number Of Coronavirus Patients. 

* Pandemic Straining Russia’s Soviet-Era Healthcare System. 

* Russia Reports Nearly 6,800 New Coronavirus Cases. 

« Czech Republic Sees Highest Daily Increase In New Coronavirus Cases Since Early April. 

* Beijing Increasing Coronavirus Testing Capacity, Reaching One Third Of City’s Total Population. 

* indonesia Confirms Nearly 1,200 New Coronavirus Cases. 

« Brazil Records Nearly 38,700 New Coronavirus Cases. 

* Houthis Blaming African Migrants For Spreading Coronavirus, Forcing Them Out Of Territory. 

« European Union To Ban Most American Travelers From Entering Bloc Next Week. 

° South Africa’s Coronavirus Surge Expected To Rise Rapidly. 

« Sweden's Top Epidemiologist Defends Position On Pandemic Strategy. 

° Mexico’s Health Ministry Confirms Over 4,000 New Coronavirus Cases. 

* South Korea Calls On Citizens To Stagger Vacation Schedules And Avoid Gatherings As COVID-19 Cases 
Rise. 

* Analysis: Pandemic Reportedly Worsening Climate Crisis. 

* South Africa’s Government Prevails in Suit Challenging Ban On Tobacco Sales. 


HHS in the News 

° Over 500,000 People Have Died From COVID-19 Globally. 

* Azar Warns “Window Is Closing” To Take Action To Curb Spread Of Coronavirus. 

* Azar Says Trump, Administration Would Stand Against Acts Of White Supremacy. 

* Azar Says Administration Does Noi Expect To Release Healthcare Plan Until Supreme Court Rules On ACA. 
* interviews Said To Exemplify White House’s “Contradictory Positions” On Coronavirus Pandemic. 

¢ Trump Administration To Continue Providing Funding For Five Coronavirus Testing Sites In Texas. 
«New York State Reported Only Five Coronavirus Fatalities On Saturday. 

e Analysis: Possibility Of Churches Facilitating Spread Of Coronavirus Poses Dilemma For Trump. 
«Nursing Homes, Assisted Living Facilities Receiving “Very Different” Treatment From US Government, 
Advocates Say. 

« Trump Signs Executive Order Expanding HHS’ Work Supporting Foster Children. 
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° Ousted BARDA Director Files Whistleblower Lawsuit Against HHS. 

* Airline Execs Fail To Obtain White House Commitment To Mandate Temperaiure Checks For Passengers. 

e Demand For Dexamethasone Rises In Wake Of UK Study. 

« Arizona Sees Record Number Of Coronavirus Cases In A Single Day. 

° Actual Numbers Of Coronavirus Infections May Be More Than 10 Times Higher Than Reported Figures, CDC 
Data Indicate. 

* Gottlieb Predicts Rise In Number Of Daily Coronavirus Deaths. 

* Former CDC Director Says Coronavirus Still Has “Upper Hand.” 

* BARDA Site Says It Will No Longer Fund Immunomodulators As Its Support As COVID-19 Treatment Grows. 
* New York Governor Says Trump Administration “In Denial’ About Coronavirus Pandemic. 

«Use Of Face Masks Continues To Be Controversial. 

* Experts’ Worst Fears Realized As COVID-19 Begins To Sweep Through War-Torn, Poverty-Stricken Nations. 
« Pandemic Stoking Interest In Tax Incentives To Bring Medical Supply Manufaciurers Back To US. 

* Federal Officials Allowed Flawed COVID-19 Antibody Tests To Be Sold, Investigation Finds. 

« FDA Launches Podcast With Episode Focused On COVID-19. 

* Federal Judge Orders Release Of Immigrant Children Held In Los Angeles Family Detention Centers. 

« Tennessee Alters Treatment Rationing Rules After Federal Complaint. 

° Pfizer Sues HHS Over Restrictions On Helping Patients With Copayments For Heart Medications. 

* HHS Has Rethought Its Business Practices To Protect Critical Information Transmissions With Healthcare 
Providers During Pandemic. 

* HHS Executive Director For Innovation Discusses Data-Sharing Efforts To Increase Collaboration. 

* Healthcare Groups Push OIG For Enforcement Discretion Period In Proposal To Impose Information-Blocking 
Penalties. 

* Analysis: FDA Commissioner Passes Important Test During Recent Testimony To House Energy & Commerce 
Committee. 

« Analysis: Pressure Building On FDA To Update, Modernize Data Strategy in Wake Of Pandemic. 

° FDA Selecis AstraZeneca As First Participant In Pilot Program Designed To Make Patient-Reporied Outcomes 
From Cancer Clinical Trials Available To Public. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
« Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

° Trump Says Neither He Nor Pence Was Briefed On Alleged Russian Bounties On US Troops. 
« Supreme Court's LGBT Ruling Looms Over Smail Business. 

° Trump Says “VAST SILENT MAJORITY” Will Boost Him To Reelection. 

* Trump: Voting By Mail “Wi Lead To The Most Corrupt Election In USA History.” 

* Trump: Biden Camp “Running False Ads.” 

«NYTimes Analysis: Obama Reemerging At Key Point In Presidential Race. 


GADB00000031 17 


° Senate Democrais Increasingly Upbeat On Odds Of Retaking Majority. 


Collins: It’s Unknown Whether COVID-19 Antibody-Positive Test Means Protection Against 
Reinfection. 


Cancer Letter (6/26, Carolan) reported that several “SARS-CoV-2 researchers presented their findings about the 
immune system's response to the novel coronavirus” earlier this week “ai the annual meeting Il of the American 
Society for Cancer Research.” NIH Director Francis Collins “warned that delayed breast and colorectal cancer 
diagnoses and treatment will result in higher mortality rates down the line,” saying, “That is deeply troubling.” In 
addition, “Collins presented an overview of NCI’s COVID-19 in Cancer Patients Study (NCCAPS), which aims to 
assess how COVID-19 has affected people with cancer who test positive for COVID-19.” 


Trump Administration Considering ‘Pool Testing’ For Coronavirus, Fauci Says. Here’s What 
That Means. 


USA Today (6/26, Rodriguez, 10.31M) reported NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “told the Washington Post that 
officials are talking about implementing a new strategy that tests groups of people together.” This method is 
“known as pool testing, where samples from multiple people are combined and tested as a group.” If the results 
are “negative, researchers can move on knowing that entire group is negative for the coronavirus.” But “if the 
resulis come back positive, each individual would have to be retested with standard coronavirus diagnostic 
testing.” Fauci said, “What you need to do is find the penetration of infected people in your society. ... And the 
only way you know that is by casting a broad net.” 

Additional Sources. CNN (6/26, Acosta, Fossum, 83.16M) reported that this “proposal is still in the 
discussion stage...Fauci told CNN.” While “President Donald Trump has repeatedly downplayed the need for 
increased testing — and suggested last week that he asked for testing to be slowed down — the nation is 
experiencing a surge in confirmed cases, demonstrating the nation’s inability thus far to get a grip on the 
spiraling pandemic.” 

CNBC (6/26, Feuer, 3.62M) reported that Fauci said about contact tracing efforis, “It's not going well. | have 
to tell you, it's not going well.” He added, “What we need to do is we need to rethink, and we are right now, the 
idea of many more tests getting into the community and even pooling tests.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story were The Hill (6/26, Bikales, 2.98M), Forbes (6/26, Brewster, 
$.71M) and the Daily Caller (6/26, Murchake, 716i). 


With Trump Leading The Way, America’s Coronavirus Failures Exposed By Record Surge In 
New Infections. 


On its front page, the Washington Post (6/27, Ai, Olorunnipa, Dawsey, Abutaleb, 14.2M) reported that the 
“record surge in new” coronavirus “cases is the clearest sign yet of the couniry’s historic failure to control the 
virus — exposing a crisis in governance extending from the Oval Office to state capitals to city councils.” After 
having “repeatedly downplayed the virus, sidelined experts and misled Americans aboui its dangers and 
potential cures,” President Trump “now finds his presidency wracked by an inability to shepherd the country 
through tis worst public health calamity in a century. The dysfunction that has long characterized Trump’s White 
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House has been particularly ill-suited for a viral outbreak that requires precision, focus and steady leadership, 
according to public health experts, administration officials and lawmakers frorn both parties.” The article added 
that the White House has prevented NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci from making “some appearances thai he 
has requested to do in recent weeks, according to two people familiar with the matter.” 


Global Coronavirus Cases Exceed 10 Million. 


Reuters (6/28, Cadell) reporis “global coronavirus cases exceeded 10 million on Sunday according to a4 Reuters 
tally, marking a major milestone in the spread of the respiratory disease that has so far killed almost half a million 
peaptle in seven months.” That “figure is roughly double the number of severe influenza iinesses recorded 
annually, according to the World Health Organisation.” The new “milestone comes as many hard-hit countries 
are easing lockdowns while making extensive alierations to work and social [fe that could last for a year or more 
until a vaccine is available.” 

Additional Sources. Bloomberg (6/28, Du, Cortez, 4.73M) reports “the infection milestone is a rebuff to 
health experts and global leaders ~ including U.S. President Donald Trump — who had hoped early in the 
pandemic that the virus would fade away with the summer heat. Instead, infections are multiplying faster than 
ever.” The coronavirus’ spread “has steadily accelerated, compressing the time frame to a million additional 
cases every week now.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said, “It doesn’t look like there’s any significant impact 
right now from the weather.” 

CNN (6/28, 83.16M} reports the milestone “comes as numerous countries like the UK ease lockdown 
restrictions, yet the pandemic continues to course through nations.” Countries such as “Germany, which 
effectively handled the first wave, are seeing an uptick in new infections ~ a problem that experts say will recur 
until a vaccine is found.” 

Forbes (6/28, Voytko, 9.71M) reports the US accounted “for 25% of those cases.” More than 40,000 new 
coronavirus cases were reported on Friday and on Saturday in the US. 

NPR (6/28, Treisman, 3.12M) reports on the milestone, and quotes HHS Secretary Alex Azar as saying, 
“We have to act, and people as individuals have to act responsibly. We need to social distance, we need to wear 
our face coverings if we're in settings where we can’t social distance, particularly in these hot zones.” 

The AP (6/28, Winfield, Moritsugu) reports, “New clusters of cases at a Swiss nightclub and in the central 
English city of Leicester showed that the virus was still circulating widely in Europe, though not with the rapidly 
growing infection rate seen in parts of the U.S., Latin America and India.” China “reported 17 new cases, all but 
three of them from domestic transmission in Beijing.” 

Among ciher news outlets reporting on the story are the Wall Street Journal (6/28, Ai, Campo-Flares, Gold, 
Subscription Publication, 7.67M), The Hill (6/28, Wise, 2.98M), the New York Post (6/28, Brown, 4.57M), and 
Newsweek (6/28, Georgiou, 1.53). 


On Coronavirus, Americans Still Trust The Experts. 


The New York Times (6/27, Sanger-Katz, 18.61M) reported that while President Trump has spent months 
“contradicting his public health advisers over the response to the coronavirus pandemic,” a New York 
Times/Siena College survey “shows a large majority of American registered voters quietly trust[s] the advice of 
medical experts.” The survey found 84% “said they trusted medical scientists to provide reliable information 
about the virus, with 90 percent of Democrats and 75 percent of Republicans trusting the experts. Overall trust in 
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the C.D.C. was 77 percent —- 71 percent among Republicans and 83 percent among Democrats.” However, the 
survey “shows some evidence that the politics of coronavirus could be having an effect. Even though people say 
they frust medical scientisis in general, their trust of NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “is now lower — and more 
partisan. Only 51 percent of Republicans trust him, while 61 percent of Democrats do.” 

Additional Source. Newsweek (6/28, Lemon, 1.53M)} reports that just “about a quarter of American 
voters see President Donald Trump as a trustworthy source of information about the novel coronavirus,” 
according to the poll. Data show “just 26 percent said Trump was a reliable source.” 


Southern States Report Record Coronavirus Surges. 


Politico (6/27, Muller, 4.29M) said “southern states reported a surge in coronavirus cases Saturday, setting 
records across the board just days after the U.S. as a whole saw its most cases ever in a 24-hour period.” For 
example, “Florida on Friday saw a record 9,636 new cases, breaking the previous day’s record by just over 800 
cases.” Meanwhile, “Arizona reported 3,591 new cases, appearing to match a single-day record set earlier” last 
week. During “a coronavirus task force briefing on Friday,” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “said certain areas 
of the country are facing a ‘serious problem.” 

Additional Source. The CBS Weekend News = (6/28, story 3, 1:35, Yuccas, 1.32M) also reported on the 
story. 


Fauci Says Covid-19 Vaccine May Not Get US To Herd Immunity If Too Many People Refuse 
To Get It. 


CNN (6/28, Cohen, 83.16M) reports that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “says he would ‘settle’ for a Covid-19 
vaccine that’s 70% to 75% effective, but that this incomplete protection, coupled with the fact that many 
Americans say they won't get a coronavirus vaccine, makes it ‘unlikely’ that the US will achieve sufficient levels 
of immunity to quell the outbreak.” In an interview “Friday, CNN asked Fauci whether a vaccine with 70% to 75% 
efficacy taken by only two-thirds of the population would provide herd immunity to the coronavirus.” Fauci said, 
“No - unlikely.” Fauci “said given the power of the anti-vaccine movement, ‘we have a lot of work to do’ to 
educate people on the truth about vaccines.” 

Additional Source. Axios (6/28, Falconer, 521K) also reports. 


States Scramble To Contain Covid Spikes Without Enough Workers To Track Outbreaks. 


Politico (6/28, Goldberg, Ollstein, 4.29M) reporis, “Severe shortages of public health workers to track disease 
spread helped fuel coronavirus spikes in states like Florida, Texas and Arizona and could make it harder to 
stamp out new hot spots.” For instance, “Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has about 10 percent of the 15,000 workers 
needed to contain the outbreak in his state,” but “plans to hire just 600 more,” while “Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has 
3,000 of the 4,000 tracers he said he wanted to hire in late April.” This “failure to stage the tracing workforce 
harks back to U.S. officials’ inability fo build up adequate testing in the early days of the pandemic.” CDC Director 
Robert Redfield “told Congress last week that fewer than 30,000 have been hired so far to interview infected 
people, identify those with whom they've come into contact and persuade those people to self-quarantine.” 
Additional Source. NBC News (6/26, Ortiz, 6.14M) reported that contact tracing is being made more 
difficult by “archaic technology and people's mistrust of government agencies” such as Texas’ use of fax 
machines. NBC also reports that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, “raised a question Friday as to whether 
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contact tracing is even worth the endeavor.” Fauci “said during a press briefing Friday that the hurdies to 
effective contact tracing remain, in part because of the spread of the virus among asymptomatic individuals, as 
well as the difficulty of getting people who may have been infected to answer their phones when a contact tracer 
calls.” In Texas, “the state was supposed to have ‘fully mobilized’ up to 4,000 contact tracers by mid-May, but as 
of last week, officials said they were still about 20 percent short.” Similar results are reported elsewhere, such as 
California, which set a goal of 10,000, but “had about 3,000 staff within local health departments and were hiring 
another 3,400 people.” Florida “has more than 1,600 coniact tracers available,” but “the George Washington 
University analysis estimates the state needs more than 16,700 contact tracers.” 


As The Coronavirus Spreads, Drug Pricing Legislation Remains Stalled. 


The New York Times (6/27, Weiland, 18.61M) reported a confrontation between Senate Finance Chairman 
Charles Grassley (R-IA} and President Trump last month over the cost of prescription drugs “underscored that 
the drive to reduce pharmaceutical costs — once a marquee priorily seen by both parties as a political imperative 
~ has stalled at the very moment when people most need a fix.” According to The Times, “The politics have 
hardly changed — prescription drug prices have consistently ranked as the top health care concern for voters 
heading into the 2020 election — but Senate Republicans have shied away from acting and Democrats have 
resisted making concessions.” The Times adds that in a bid to “salvage” the reform, Grassley “is planning to call 
for his bill to be included in the next round of coronavirus relief legislation that Congress is expected to consider 
later this summer, according to a senior Republican aide.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “made what he called a 
‘plea’ to the country on Friday to understand that the outbreaks, which are mainly in the South and West, could 
potentially spread to the entire country.” 


As Support For Mask-Wearing Grows, So Do Political Risks For Forgoing Them. 


The Washington Post (8/26, Linskey, Itkowliz, 14.2M) reported, “For Trump allies, going barefaced is all about 
individual liberty. For Biden supporters, the mask is a symbol of science and sound policy.” However, “as 
infections spike in red states such as Texas, Florida and Arizona, support for masks has grown.” Recently, “even 
some Republicans have urged the public to cover their faces in public, arguing that it’s the best way to slow the 
virus. This shift in rhetoric highlights the potential risks for the president as he continues to eschew public health 
experis, who agree that masks are crucial to slow the spread of the novel coronavirus.” The piece mentioned that 
during a briefing on Friday, White House coronavirus task force members, including HHS Secretary Alex Azar, 
“White House coronavirus response coordinator Deborah Birx, and Anthony S. Fauci, the nation’s leading 
infectious-disease doctor, all wore masks.” 


A Coronavirus Vaccine Is Still Months Away, But An Antibody Treatment Could Be Closer. 


CNN (6/26, Christensen, 63.16M) reported, “Vaccines have gotten all the attention in the race to fight [COVID- 
19], but there is a major push in the United States to develop antibody therapies to treat coronavirus,” so much 
so “that some scientists think these treatmenis may be available this year, even before a vaccine.” In an 

interview with JAMA June 8th, Dr. Anthony Fauci, National institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases director, 
said, “Right now we have a major push on a program to develop monocional antibodies, convalescent plasma, 
and hyperimmune globulin, all of which are founded on the same principle of using an antibody that is directed 
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against the virus for elther prophylaxis or treatment. ... We'd like to have available for those who are at risk — the 
elderly and those with underlying conditions — either monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma.” 


Summer May Decide Fate Of Leading Shots In Vaccine Race. 


The AP (6/28, Neergaard) reports vaccine experts argue that itis time to set public expeciations for the vaccine’s 
effectiveness as the race to develop such a vaccine enters a poteniially defining summer. The largest triais of 
COVID-19 vaccine candidates “will be divided among Americans and volunteers in other countries such as Brazil 
or South Africa, Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National Institutes of Health told The Associated Press.” Fauci added, 
“This isn’t a race of who gets there first. This is, get as many approved, safe and effective vaccines as you 
possibly can.” 


The Race To Find A COVID-19 Vaccine. 


CBS News (6/28, 3.68M) reporis that Emergent BioSolutions Executive VP Sean Kirk “explained to 
correspondent Martha Teichner how a bioreactor is used to create the ingredients needed in the development 
and testing of a vaccine” against COVID-19 “for clinical trials already underway in Australia.” Emergent 
BioSolutions is “preparing 4,000-liter tanks, to have hundreds of millions of doses ready to go if and when any of 
its clients —- Novavax, Johnson & Johnson, Vaxart and AstraZenica — make it to the finish line in the race fo a 
vaccine.” To manufacture and distribute a proven coronavirus vaccine by the end of the year, “the federal 
government has already pumped more than $2 billion into what it's betting are the likeliest to win FDA approval 
fastest.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said, “I stil think there is a reasonably good chance that” the US will 
have a vaccine by 2021. 


The Hill’s Coronavirus Report: Geopolitical Adviser Parag Khanna Criticizes US, China 
Leadership On Virus; US COVID-19 Cases Reach Highest Single-Day Level. 


The Hill (6/25, Clernons, 2.98M) reported that, while speaking to Wendy Zuckerman, the host of Gimlet podcast 
‘Science Vs,’ Wendy Zukerman, director of the National institute for Infectious Diseases (NIAID) Anthony Fauci 
“acknowledged his ‘considerable concern’ at the start of the pandemic over how the crisis evolved through 
community spread.” Fauci “said he was struck by how transmissible and varying the coronavirus became.” He 
said, “lve never seen anything closely resemble the virus in the spectrum of what it can do.” 


Pence Tries To Put Positive Spin On Pandemic Despite Surging Cases In South And West. 


Ina front-page article, the Washington Post (6/26, Ai, Abutaleb, 14.2M) reported that on Friday, the Trurnp 
Administration “claimed ‘remarkable progress’ in fighting the coronavirus pandemic, despite a surge of cases in 
the South and West and as several Republican governors allied with President Trump are under pressure to 
impose stricter public health restrictions to gain control of outbreaks in their states.” The Post said, “Vice 
President Pence held the first public briefing of the coronavirus task force in nearly wo months and sought fo 
deliver an upbeat message that was at odds with warnings from public health experts.” Meanwhile, NIAID 
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “pleaded with Americans to take the virus seriously and continue exercising 
precautions some four monihs inio a national state of partial paralysis.” Fauci stated, “We are all in it together, 
and the only way we’re going to end itis by ending it together.” 
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AddRional Sources. Politico (6/26, Ollstein, Lim, 4.29M) reported that Pence said, “We have made truly 
remarkable progress in moving our nation forward. ... We slowed the spread. We flattened the curve. We saved 


lives.” While “officials acknowledged the surge of new cases across the South and Southwest of the country at 
the Friday event, Pence played down the outbreaks as localized flareups ‘In specific communities’ rather than 
widespread problems, and credited America’s growing testing capacity for much of the increase.” In contrast, 
Fauci stated, “We are facing a serious problem in certain areas. ... We have a very heterogeneous country, but 
heterogeneity doesn’t mean we are not intimately interconnected with each other. What goes on in one area of 
the country, ullimately could have an effect on the other areas of the country.” Meanwhile, HHS Secretary Alex 
Azar underscored “the importance for individuals to take into consider local trends in transmission when deciding 
what risks are appropriate to take.” 

TIME (6/26, Bennett, 18.47M) reported that in contrast to Pence, other task force members “painted a 
starker picture.” Azar said, “We have some very concerning hotspots.” For his part, CDC Director Dr. Robert 
Redfield stated, “We are not defenseless’ against the spread of the virus...but warned Americans must ‘embrace 
the importance of social distancing recommendations.” 

Bloomberg Law (6/26, Finn, Subscription Publication, 4K) reported that in addition to “rerndesivir, ‘we've 
added dexamethasone, a very low-cost steroid, to our treatment guidelines, and we believe it's reasonable to 
assume that other corticosteroids which may be more readily accessible in some places would have similar 
immunological effecis,’” Azar said during the briefing. He also indicated that some vaccines could be ready by 
year’s end. 

USA Today (6/26, Weintraub, 10.31M) reporied that during the briefing, “several administration officials said 
the rising nurnber of cases in states like Florida, Texas and Arizona suggest that younger adults are not following 
public health guidance for containing the COVID-19 outbreak.” While “young people are less likely to suffer the 
worst symptoms of COVID-19... they can still infect others — numbers suggest that everyone who catches the 
virus infects at least one other person, said...Fauci.” In addition, “some of those people will be vulnerable to 
breathing struggles, organ failure, immune overreaction and even death from COVID-19, he said.” 

Bloomberg Law (6/26, Cortez, Subscription Publication, 4K) reported that “Fauci said health officials on the 
federal and state level have offered specific quidance to follow. But in many cases, he said, ‘the citizenry did not 
feel they wanted to do that.” He added, “You have an individual responsibility to yourself but you have a societal 
responsibility, because if we want to end this outbreak, we've got to realize that we are part of the process.” 

CNBC (6/26, Higgins-Dunn, 3.62M) also quoted Fauci as saying, “A risk for you is not just isolated to you. ... 
Because if you get infected you are pari, innocently or inadveriently, of propagating the dynamic process of a 
pandemic.” Pence echoed the message, saying, “If there’s one message that comes through today | hope itis 
saying to younger Americans in these states, and in these counties in particular, that they are a big part of the 
numbers that we are seeing in new cases.” 

The AP (6/26, Superville, Riechmann) reported thai President Trump was noi in atlendance “when the 
government's coronavirus task force briefed the public for the first time since April — in keeping with an 
administration effort to show il is paying attention to the latest spike in cases but is not on a wartime footing that 
should keep the country from reopening the economy.” The briefing, which took place at HHS, “was held as the 
number of confirmed new coronavirus infections per day in the U_S. soared to an all-time high of 40,000 — higher 
even than during the deadliest stretch in April and May.” As a result, “task force briefers chose their words 
carefully to update the public about COVID-19, which has become both a public health and political issue.” 
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Commentary. Philip Bump wrote in the Washington Post (6/26, 14.2M) that Pence “is shackled by two 
impulses which are often in conflict: He needs to present the opinions of the medical experts tracking the 
pandemic for the government and he needs to simullaneously adhere to the political boundaries established 
by... Trump, his boss. This is a tension which would be present in any instance of a vice president running a 
science-based outreach effort, but i’s particularly” problematic “for a vice president serving Trump. The 
president's messaging is often implicitly or explicitly at odds with the recommendations of the health officials, 
making it that much harder for Pence to strike a balance. Bul, like any politician, he did his best.” 

Aaron Blake wrote in the Washington Post (6/26, 14.2M} that while the President was not in atlendance at 
the briefing, “his see-no-evil approach to the United States’ unusually resilient coronavirus outbreak” was 
channeled by Pence and other members of the Administration, who “attempted to cherry-pick national data and 
spin the numbers in a positive direction. Some of the points they made were strictly accurate. Many of them, 
though, completely skirted the realities in hard-hit states — not io mention the fact that very few countries are 
dealing with a continued outbreak like we are.” Blake also mentioned some of Fauci’s comments about the 
pandemic. 

in an editorial, the Washington Post (6/27, 14.2M) said “the coronavirus pandemic, and...Trump’s perverse 
response to if, have thrown” public health officials “into a vortex of fury, exposing them to threats from an angry 
population and pressure from political leaders.” The Post added, “It is difficult to maintain public trust in the teeth 
of widespread andety, harder when circumstances cail for unpopular measures,” yet “these inevitable challenges 
have been compounded by Mr. Trump’s instinct to politicize the pandemic response and drag it into the culture 
wars.” The Post concluded that the US “can ill affard to lose public health expertise” and instead “needs the best 
advice that public health professionals can muster ai this moment of extreme duress.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story were Reuters (6/26, Alper, Heavey), CNBC (6/28, Feuer, 
3.62M), Bloomberg Law (6/26, Finn, Subscription Publication, 4K), Fox News (6/26, Singman, 27.59M), Forbes 
(6/26, Perez, 9.71M), another Forbes (6/26, Cohen, 9.71M) piece, The Hill (6/26, Weixel, Samuels, 2.98M), 
another article in The Hill (6/26, Chalfant, 2.98M), U.S. News & World Report (6/26, Smith, 2.4M), HuffPost (6/26, 
O'Connor, 1.67M), the New York Post (6/26, Bowden, 4.57M), the Washington Times (6/26, Howell, 492K), CQ 
Roll Call (6/26, Kopp, 154K), the Daily Caller (6/26, Datoc, 716K), the Washington Examiner (6/26, Doyie, 448K), 
and STAT (6/26, Joseph, 24K). 


Pelosi Says Mandate To Wear Masks Is “Long Overdue.” 


ABC’s This Wee 
She said, “li’s time for this Administration to take this seriously. As Dr. Fauci said, we have a serious problem 


Ei (8/28, 1.96M) interviews Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi on the coronavirus pandemic. 


ahead. Take this seriously. We're four percent of the world’s population. We're 25 percent of the cases and the 
deaths. Twenty-five percent. We have the worst record of any country in the world. And the President says we're 
making progress or whatever. So this is — this is life and death.” When asked ifitis time to mandate the wearing 
of masks across the US, Pelosi said, “Definitely long overdue for that. My understanding is that the Centers for 
Disease Control has recommended the use of masks but [has] not demand[ed] requiring it. The President should 
be an example. Real men wear masks. Be an example to the country and wear the mask. Il’s not about 
protecting yoursell, is about protecting others.” 
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AddRional Sources. The Hill (6/28, Coleman, 2.98M) reports that “Pelosi also demanded the Senate and 
White House act to pass the 33 trilion coronavirus relief package approved by the House last month. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.} has not brought if fo the floor for a vote.” 

Among the news outlets also reporting on the interview are CNN (6/28, Robertson, 83.76M), CNBC (6/28, 
Newburger, 3.62M), Newsweek (6/28, Lemon, 1.53M), the New York Post (6/28, Moore, 4.57M), Politico (6/28, 
Dugyaila, 4.29M}, the Washington Examiner (6/28, Dibble, 448K), the Washington Times (6/28, Richardson, 
492K), and Axios (6/28, Knutson, 521K). 


How Dr. Anthony Fauci Persuades Individuals To Fight Coronavirus As A Team. 


Senior contributor Carmine Gallo writes ai Forbes (6/28, 9.71M) that “Dr. Anthony Fauci has an urgent message 


for America’s young people: Wear masks and follow social distancing guidelines.” Gallo explains thal “Fauci is a 
life-long student of communication and used a time-tested tool of persuasion. {t works like this. If you’re trying to 
convince people to take collective action, don’t make it a story about you. Tell stories about us. We is a more 
powerful pronoun than |.” Gallo says that “in just seven minutes Fauci used the personal pronoun ‘We’ five times 
more often than the pronoun, ‘1.”” 


AP FACT CHECK: Trump Hypes Bid To Stem Monument Vandalism. 


The AP (6/29, Woodward, Yen) fact-checks claims by President Trump, suggesting that “he had imposed 70- 
year prison sentences for vandalism of monuments” and that he had ordered testing be restrained so that the 
COVID-19 pandemic would look less bad. Citing claims made by Trump about virus risk, the AP quotes NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci, who testified on Tuesday that he is “really quite concerned” about community spread. 
Furthermore, concerning a claim by Trump about lower mortality rates, “Fauci said that is not a relevant measure 
of what is happening in the moment with infections.” 


Conflicting COVID Messages Create Cloud Of Confusion Around Public Health And 
Prevention. 


Kaiser Health News (6/29, Luthra} reports, “Rumors, misinformation and outright falsehoods ~ some intentionally 
propagated — have.. flourished in that cauldron of confusion” as US deals with COVIB-19. Research indicates 
“seople who support the Trump administration and rely on right-leaning news organizations are more likely to 
believe the virus has been exaggerated,” and Republicans are generally “more likely, according to recent polling, 
than Democrats to think that COVID-19 was never a threat and that the worst is over.” Furthermore, advice from 
experis like NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “has consistently been undermined by Trump, who instead touts 
unproven treatments and frequenily challenges the severity of the virus.” 


FDA Allows Pooled COVID-19 Testing As Govt. Eyes Pivoting To Approach. 


Inside Health Policy (6/26, Lienhard, Subscription Publication) reported in a paywailed article that the US FDA 
recently “told labs they could combine and test multiple patient COVID-19 diagnostic test samples using a new 
‘pooling’ technique laid out by the agency in a set of updated testing templates.” The pivot occurred “just days 
before National Institule of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci told The Washington Post 
that health officials were having ‘intense discussions’ about pivoting fo the new testing approach.” 
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Colorado State Researchers Scaling Up Production Of Potential COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Denver Post (6/27, Wingerter, 720K) reported that Colorado State University researchers have produced a 
“possible vaccine for the new coronavirus [that] has shown good enough results in animals to attract federal 
money to take i to the next level.” The drug has received “$700,000 in funding from the federal Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority,” as well as $448,000 from CSU “to help scale up 
production...for eventual human tests.” CSU Infectious Disease Research Center Executive Director Ray 
Goodrich “couldn't put a timeline on the work, but said a prediction from” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “that 
a vaccine will take ai least 18 months seems reasonable.” 


GOP Sen: It’d Help If Trump Would Wear A Mask To ‘Get Rid Of This Political Debate’. 


Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (6/28, 260K) that on Sunday, Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN} 
said “it...would ‘help’ if President Donald Trump wore a mask to stop the political debate surrounding the matter 
as coronavirus cases surge in several cities.” Concepcion adds, “Asked about seeing Trump rally attendees not 
wearing masks during a call aired on CNN Sunday, the chair of Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions, said it's up to the President to ‘lead more by example.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. 


Bill Gates Suggests He Talks To Dr. Fauci More Than Trump Does. 


The Daily Cailer (6/26, Davis, 716K) reported that on Thursday, Bil Gates suggested “he talks to Dr. Anthony 
Fauci more than President Donald Trump does.” Gates told CNN, “! talk to him regularly, more often [than] he 
talks to some other people.” He added that Fauci is “fantastic. His view of the chances and our view are very 
aligned. We're seeing the same data. We're sharing the same data.” 


Pains, Chills, Fatigue, Vomiting And Vertigo Plague Me. Small Fiber Neuropathy Causes It 
All. 


In the Washington Post (6/26, 14.2M}, contributor Willlam Schwable described his experience with small fiber 
neuropathy, which causes pains, chills, fatigue, vomiting, and vertigo. Schwable said, “Several biotech 
companies are working on new drugs to treat all kinds of pain based on what has been learned from studying 
genetic mutations that affect the way our small fibers function,” and other NIH-funded trials “of other medicines 
and approaches are underway.” National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke Director Walter 
Koroshetz said small fiber neuropathy is “a vexing problem.” 


NCI Seeks Applications To Build Research Capacity For COVID-19 Serology And 
Immunology. 


Cancer Letter (6/26, Ong) reported that the National Cancer Institute “has issued two Requesis for Applications 
and a Request for Proposals focused on COVID-19 serology and immunology.” Some of the $306 million in 
supplemental funding appropriated by Congress in April for NCI to conduct research on COVID-19 “will be 
directed toward the creation of a Serological Sciences Network for SARS-CoV-2.” NCI Principal Deputy Director 
Douglas Lowy said on June 15 al a virtual joint meeting of the Board of Scientific Advisors and the National 
Cancer Advisory Board, “The goal is to expand the testing capacity and practice in the community, implementing 
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standardization for serology developmeni, and using these tests and scale up as necessary for testing, and to 
acquire convalescent sera from recovered patients who are seropositive, and to conduct surveillance trials, and 
to pursue focused serological science.” 


Arkansas Governor Urges ‘Consistent National Message’ On Wearing Masks. 


The Hill (6/27, Gstalter, 2.98M)} reporied Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R) in an interview with MSNBC on 
Friday “said there needs to be a ‘consistent national message’ from... [President] Trump on wearing face masks 
during the coronavirus pandemic.” The article said House Republican Conference Chair Liz Cheney “urged 
people io wear a mask on Friday by tweeting a picture of her father, former Vice President Dick Cheney (R), 
wearing one. She added the hashtag ‘#reaimenwearmasks.” The piece added that many “federal health officials, 
including coronavirus task force members Deborah Birx and Anthony Fauci, wore masks except when speaking 
at the briefing Friday.” 


Participation By Minority Racial, Ethnic Groups In NCI-Funded Trials Nearly Doubles In 20 
Years. 


Cancer Letter (6/26, Ong) reported data from the National Cancer Institute’s (NCI) National Clinical Trials 
Network and the NCI Community Oncology Research Program indicate that “the proportion of racial and ethnic 
minority patients in NCl-funded clinical trials has nearly doubled over two decades ~ from 14% in 1999 to 25% in 
2019." NCI Division of Cancer Prevention Community Oncology and Prevention Trials Research Group chief 
Worla McCaskill-Stevens said on June 15 in a virtual meeting of the Board of Scientific Advisors and National 
Cancer Advisory Board, “Individuals of diverse populations need access. ... Diverse enrollment is a major aim of 
many national research policies.” A related study conducted by SWOG Cancer Research Network “found that 
Black patients are better represented in taxpayer-funded clinical trials testing new cancer treatments, compared 
to tnals run by pharmaceutical companies.” 

Additional Source. Cancer Letter (6/26) also reported. 


If You Think It’s Weird For Parents To Keep Baby Teeth, There’s Research Showing They 
May Harvest Stem Cells. 


BuzzFeed (6/26, Torres, 5.81M) investigated claims on social media that “you should save your child’s baby 
teeth because they can harvest stem cells.” CNN spoke to University of Birmingham Oral Cell Biology Senior 
Lecturer Ben Scheven, who “stated that dental stem cells may provide advantageous cell therapy for repair and 
regeneration of tissues,” but they also spoke to National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research 
Craniofacial and Skeletal Disease Branch chief Dr. Pamela Robey, “who said that since most of these studies 
have only been done on animals, they currently provide little evidence of benefits.” 


This Young, Black, Female Scientist. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (6/26, Murphy, 425K} profiled Kizzmekia Corbett, 34, who is the “scientific 
lead for the government's search for a coronavirus vaccine al the National Institutes of Health.” As a black 
scientist, Corbett has “become that example that she never saw and is now an assurance to other inquisitive, 
smart girls with an interest in science that anything is possible.” Corbett is “making appearances on national TV 
as a scientific expert, briefing President Donald Trump about potential COVID-19 vaccines and working on the 
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front lines to find a way to stop this pandemic.” Dr. Barney Graham, who ts the depuiy director of the National 
institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases’ Vaccine Research Center and Viral Pathogenesis Laboraiory, said, “! 
want her to have a seat at that table for ail the reasons you are witnessing through the pandemic and all the 
protesting.” 


Intervention For AVM Still Too High Risk: Latest From ARUBA. 


Medscape (6/26, Subscription Publication, 277K) reported, “Longer-term follow-up from the ARUBA study 
confirms earlier results showing that intervention for patients with an unruptured brain arteriovenous 
malformation (AVM} does more harm than good,” research indicated. in the “current 50-month follow-up” study, 
investigators found that “15 of 110 patients in the medical group had died or had had a stroke (3.39 per 100 
patient-years), vs 41 of 116 (12.32 per 100 patient-years) in the intervention group,” with the results reaffirming 
“the strong benefit of not undergoing intervention.” The study was funded internationally by the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. The findings were published in The Lancet Neurology. 


Machine Learning Could ‘Transform’ Cervical Cancer Screening, NCI Researchers Report. 


LabPulse (6/25, Hayes) reported that new research indicated “an artificial intelligence system applied to dual- 
stain cervical cancer testing was accurate and could reduce unnecessary follow-up colpascopies, with potentially 
transformative effects for patients.” Researchers from the National Cancer Institute “described positive 
experiences with Cytoreader, an automated system for evaluating digital dual-stained whole-slide images for the 
protein biomarkers p16 and Ki-67, using data from three epidemiology studies of patients with cervical and anal 
cancers and who were positive for human papillomavirus (HPV).” The findings were published in the Journal of 
the National Cancer Institute on June 25. 


Pulmonary Abnormalities, Lung Cysts Seen In Children, Young Adults With MEN2B. 


Healio (6/26, Schaffer, 28K) reported that research at the National Cancer institute showed that “more than half 
of a cohort of children and young adults with multiple endocrine neoplasia type 2B had restrictive and obstructive 
lung abnormalities and 94% showed some degree of diminished lung function.” Specifically, “restrictive 
pulmonary function test abnormalities were observed in 57% of patients, and obstructive pulmonary function test 
abnormalities were observed in 39% of patients.” The study included “pulmonary function tests and CT chest 
imaging of 36 children and young adults (mean age, 17.6 years; range, 5-35; 50% female} enrolled in the Natural 
History Study of Children and Adults with MEN2A or MEN28 at the NIH between June 2009 and May 2019.” 


Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center Expands Cancer Disparities Research. 


Buffalo (NY) Business First (6/26, Drury, Subscription Publication, 812K) reported in a paywalled article that the 
National Cancer Institute has awarded Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center a $5.2 million five-year grant 
to “expand ongoing research into why breast cancer affects Black and African-American women differently than 
white women, and whether immunotherapy can help change that.” 


Pitt Researchers Find 4 Coronavirus Mutations Arrived Early In Pittsburgh, Say Pandemic 
Could Have Been Much Worse In Region. 
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The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (6/27, Tierney, 380K} reported “University of Pittsburgh researchers are studying 
tiny genetic differences in coronavirus samples to determine how the virus got io Pittsburgh and the region along 
with how it’s spreading — and they've found the early weeks of the pandemic in Southwestern Pennsylvania 
could have been much worse.” Pill’s Center for Evolutionary Biology and Medicine Director Vaughn Cooper said, 
“Why | think this is important is the conditions for a really bad epidemic were here then, but it didn’t happen. ... it 
wasn't just one isolated introduction.” Researchers “sequenced the RNA of about 100 Pittsburgh-area virus 
samples. It's clear that coronavirus came to Pittsburgh from multiple different places around the same time, 
Cooper said.” Researchers “are trying to drum up funding from the National Institutes of Health and other 
sources to expand their efforts.” 


NIH Funding Part Of Script For College Program’s Success. 


The Memphis (TN) Business Journal (6/26, Bolton, Subscription Publication, 840K) reported in a paywalled 
article that UTHSC College of Pharmacy Dean Marie Chisholm-Burns said all of the college’s NIH “projects have 
the implication to improve health [stretching] beyond the four walls of the lab, the college, and the campus.” 


Health & Medical News 


Florida Continues To See Surge In Coronavirus Infections. 


The New York Times (6/28, Robles, 18.61M) reporis that “on Saturday, for the second straight day, Florida 
crushed its previous record for new coronavirus cases, reporting 9,585 infections. Another 8,530 were reported 
on Sunday.” About “one-third of all patients admitted to” Miami’s “main public hospital over the past two weeks 
after going to the emergency room for car-crash injuries and other urgent problems have tested positive for 
Covid-19.” Much of the state’s “new surge in cases appears to follow from the reopening of beaches, bars, 
restauranis and other social activities.” Florida’s “beaches are full and throngs of revelers pack its waterways on 
boats.” 

The Wall Street Journal (6/27, Campo-Flores, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported that two months 
after Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) boasted of his state’s declining number of coronavirus cases, infections in 
the Sunshine State have soared, putting pressure on hospitals and compelling some business owners to again 
shut down. 

Bloomberg (6/28, Geimann, 4.73M) says “Florida reporied that coronavirus cases rose faster than the one- 
week average again on Sunday, as...DeSantis pointed to young people out with friends as the main cause for 
accelerating infection rates.” DeSantis said, “It’s basically socializing. ... Most of this is not because of people 
going to work, it’s because they're being social.” 

The AP (6/26) reported the state banned “alcohol consumption at its bars as confirmed daily coronavirus 
cases” approached 9,000. 

The Hill (6/26, Weixel, 2.98M) reported “Florida is shutting down bars in an effort to slow the spread of 
coronavirus.” Halsey Beshears, “secretary of the agency that regulates” the state’s bars, “said that on-premise 
aicoho!l consumption will stop immediately, effectively moving the state back io an earlier phase of reopening.” 


California Governor Orders Bars In Seven Counties To Close. 


GADB00000031 17 


The Los Angeles Times (6/28, Wigglesworth, 4.64M) reports California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) “ordered all bars 
in L.A. County, along with six other counties, to shut back down immediaiely in a bid to control the coronavirus’ 
increasing spread.” In addition to “the counties that were ordered to shut bars, eight others have been asked by 
state officials to issue local health orders closing bars, including Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura and Santa 
Barbara.” Newsom said, “COVID-19 is still circulating in California and, in some paris of the state, growing 
stronger. ... That’s why itis critical we take this step to limit the spread of the virus in the counties that are seeing 
the biggest increases.” 

The AP (6/28) reports “Los Angeles is the most populous county affected by the mandatary bar closure 
order. The other counties are: Fresno, San Joaquin, Kings, Kern, Imperial and Tulare.” On Saturday, California 
“reported a rise of nearly 6,000 confirmed virus cases from the day before. Nearly 5,900 people have died from 
coronavirus complications in the state.” 

Reuters (6/28, Bernstein, Shumaker) reports “public health officials in California and throughout the United 
States have identified bars as the riskiest non-essential businesses currently open.” Drinking “alcohol reduces 
inhibitions, which leads to less mask-wearing and social distancing, health officials warm. Patrons in noisy bars 
often shout, which spreads droplets more widely.” 

The Hill (6/28, Budryk, 2.98M) reports “state officials said the counties were selected based on their daily 
reports on the spread of the coronavirus, singling out those that had been on the state watch list between 3 and 
14 days for closing recommendations and requiring it for those counties that had been on the watch list longer 
than 14 days.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh Ei (6/28, story 2, 0:29, 


Liamas, 4.17M)}, the CBS Weekend News = (6/28, story 4, 1:54, Yuccas, 1.32M), Politico (6/28, Yamamura, 
Marinucci, 4.29M), the New York Post (6/28, Sheehy, 4.57M), and the San Francisco Chronicle (6/28, Koseff, 
Kawahara, Gafni, 2.67M). 


Texas Governor Reverses Course On Reopening, Underscoring A Crisis “Weeks In The 
Making.” 
Bloomberg (6/28, Newkirk, Court, Carroll, 4.73M) reports that since the restart of “Ihe Lone Star state’s economy 
in early May, [Governor] Abbott ignored the pleas of mayors and county leaders to impose strict rules to stop 
ICOVID-19]."” Throughout “the past week, Texas saw record case numbers, and hospitals in Houston, its biggest 
city, neared their limits,” and “even then, Abbott agreed only to pause the reopening.” But, on “Friday, he shut the 
saloons at high noon” in a reversal that “underscored a crisis that was weeks in the making and driven by four 
distinct causes: the failure of public-health work like contact tracing, heavy economic pressure, the political 
neutering of its cities, and Abbott's solidarity with President Donald Trump’s agenda.” 

NBC Nightly News = (6/28, story 3, 1:30, Snow, 3.65M) reported that Abbott (R) shut “down the state’s bars 
after previously vowing Texas was open for business. He now says he regrets opening bars sa quickly.” In San 


Antonio and Houston, “residents are being told to stay inside as local hospitals approach capacity.” 

The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Mackrael, Findell, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis Abbott mandated 
that bars close and told restaurants io lower their capacify to 50% amid the coronavirus pandemic. Meanwhile, in 
Austin, returning to the way things were before the pandemic has been a slow process, and some businesses 
have decided to remain closed. 
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Ooinfon: Texans Are in Fight Against Coronavirus Together, Yet Completely On Their Own. 
In an opinion piece in the New York Times (6/28, 18.61M), contributing opinion writer Mimi Swartz writes about 
the steps taken by Texas Governor Greg Abbott (R} amid the coronavirus pandemic. Swartz says, “For a shori 
time, then, | wondered if Mr. Abbott had been right. His three-step reopening plan sensible enough, with Phase 4 
allowing restaurants, retail stores, movie theaters and beauty salons to operate at 25 percent capacity.” 
However, the number of coronavirus cases has since “exploded,” and Swartz concludes, “We are ail in this 
together. But we are also completely and totally on our own.” 


Cable News Networks Sharing Video Feeds To Reduce The Number Of Employees Exposed 
To Coronavirus. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Mullin, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports cable news networks such as 
CNN, MSNBC and Fox News are working together by sharing video feeds in order to reduce the number of 
employees who are sent to areas where COVID-19 cases are spiking. For instance, the networks are using this 
tactic to cover 2020 campaign events. 


Pandemic Led To Increase In Deaths Among Those With Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Health 
Experts Say. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Kamp, Overberg, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that health experts 
believe at least 15,000 more Americans died from dementia and Alzheimer's disease during the pandemic than 
would have otherwise, resulting in a higher death count than shown by official counts of coronavirus fatalities. 


US Airlines Facing “Patchwork Effort” In Managing Coronavirus Spread For Passengers. 


The Washington Post (6/27, Aratani, 14.2M) reports several US airlines are implementing various methods to 
combat spread of the coronavirus for passengers, such as requiring passengers to fill out health questionnaires 
and for one company (Frontier Airlines), using a temperature scan on passengers before boarding. However, 
there is still “no uniform strategy for managing the virus as travelers begin fo return fo the skies” as the 
Administration “has largely left it to airlines and airporis to decide how to implement and enforce 
recommendations from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, saying they know best.” The result 
“is a patchwork of responses, which some worry will hamper efforts to control the spread of the virus.” 


Many Patients With COVID-19 Reporting “Hospital Delirium.” 


The New York Times (6/28, Belluck, 18.61M) said that “to a stariling degree, many coronavirus patients” have 
reported “hospital delirium,” a “phenomenon [that] has previously been seen mostly in a subset of older patients, 
some of whom already had dementia.” But “now, the condition is bedeviling coronavirus patients of all ages with 
no previous cognitive impairment.” According to the Times, “the experiences aren't just terrifying and 
disorienting,” but “delirium can have detrimental consequences long after if lifts, extending hospital stays, slowing 
recovery and increasing people’s risk of developing depression or post-iraumatic stress.” 


Providers Hope Broad Push For Onshore Production Of PPE, Pharmaceuticals Will Result 
In More Efficient, Reliable Supply. 
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Modern Healthcare (6/27, Kacik, Subscription Publication, 214K) reported, “COVID-19 has further strained the 
fragile links of the healthcare supply chain.” Many “U.S. medical supplies and pharmaceuticals are sourced from 
Chinese producers that either halted exports or stopped manufacturing altogether, resulting in widespread 
shortages of essential equipment and medicine.” AHhough “some domestic allernalives materialized prior to the 
crisis, many providers are hoping a renewed, broad push to onshore more production will translate into a more 
reliable and efficient supply of equipment and drugs,” but some skeptics believe “that the U.S. manufacturing 
infrastructure is not equipped to handle that transition, and the healthcare industry will ultimately revert to lower- 
cost foreign manufacturers.” 


Minnesota Health Action Group To Shutdown Effective September 30. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (6/27, Snowbeck, 1.04M) reported Minnesota Health Action Group “is planning to 
close in September after the pandemic severed financial support from member companies, said Marnie Segall, 
the group’s president and chief executive.” The group had become a pioneer for health insurance companies 
after employers in the 90s “followed the group’s...program where employees shopped for care based on cost and 
quaiity.” Additionally, more recent work “promoted better care at clinics and enhanced menial health benefits” for 
its patients. The group in 2019 “was talking about reinventing the concept to tackle high drug costs,” but member 
companies last week “voted to ratify a shutdown on Sept. 30” due to pandemic-related constrainis and revenue 
shortfalls. 


AAP Recommends Schools Aim For Reopening Path That Allows Students To Physically Be 
In School. 


The Washington Examiner (6/28, Dibble, 448) reports the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) “recenily 
released guidance to help schools and public health officials decide on the besi way to reopen during the 
coronavirus pandemic.” The AAP “noted that schools provide children with developmental tools that extend 
beyond education, including nutrition, emotional support, and physical therapies.” The group also “said students 
need to be physically in schools to best obtain these necessary developmental programs.” 


Editorial: All Americans Should Wear Face Masks. 


in. an editorial, the Minneapolis Star Tribune (6/27, 1.04M) argued that even while the messaging around masks 
from public officials “has not always been so plain,” itis clear now that masks are the most effective method 
available to help prevent spread of the coronavirus and Americans should uniformly wear face masks while in 
public. The Tribune says Americans “should also avoid crowds, practice social distancing, wash their hands and 
sanitize often.” Additionally, while Americans are “doing all of that, they might want to consider that a public 
health crisis could be an opportunity — finally — for a fractured country to find common cause.” 


Justice Department Says Cards Claiming ADA Can Be Used To Ignore Masks Ordinances 
Are Fake. 


The New York Times (6/28, Morales, 18.61M) reports that cards for sale “that claim to exempt people from 
wearing masks during the coronavirus pandemic are fraudulent, federal officials said.” The cards — “featuring a 
red, white and biue eagle logo and approximately the size of a business card — say the bearer is exempt from 
ordinances requiring them to wear masks in public” through the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and 
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threatens businesses that do noi respect ihe card with legal action from the Freedom to Breathe Agency. 
However, federal officials have said the cards “were not issued or endorsed by the Justice Department” but have 
not commented on potential charges coming from the cards. 


UCLA, USC Seek Path For Student Athletes To Safely Return To Campus Housing, 
Facilities. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/28, Nguyen, 4.64M) reports that as UCLA and USC “outline their plans to have 
student-athletes return to campus for workouts amid a pandemic, parents watch, trusting that the promises 
coaches made during recruiting to protect players still apply during a public health crisis.” UCLA specifically 
“started the first phase of its four-stage return-io-training plan” last week, “welcoming football players and local 
Olympic fall sporis athletes back for voluntary workouts and housing them in single-occupancy apartmenis and 
dorm rooms.” USC followed “with local fall-sport student-athletes, but no on-campus housing yet.” However, the 
university's second phase, “with a target date of July 6, would welcome non-local student-athletes in fall sporis 
and provide on-campus housing.” 


Pence Visits Hard-Hit Texas, Urges Use Of Facemasks. 


ABC World News Tonight = (6/28, lead story, 3:14, Llamas, 4.17M) reported Vice President Pence on Sunday 
“attended a rally with more than 2,000 people at a church in Dallas. And while he’s now urging all Americans to 


wear a mask, a choir of 100 singers performfed] at the event without them.” NBC Nightly News| =! (6/28, lead 
story, 3:20, Snow, 3.65M) reported, “Thirteen states have now reversed parts of their plans fo reopen as a result. 
And while members of the Administration today emphasized that the US is better prepared to deal with these 
new spikes, there was also a top level warning that time is running out to contain COVID. Vice President Pence 
visited Texas today wearing a mask and issuing ihe clearest statement yet, encouraging everyone to wear a 
mask wherever it’s indicated.” 

On the CBS Weekend News. 
dozen states are hitting pause tonight, saying they will not move to the next phase of reopening. lt comes as 


testing centers in hard-hit areas are overwhelmed and emergency services in cities like Houston are taxed to the 
limit... Pence speaking at a Dallas church today amid a surge of cases in Texas. Masks encouraged but not 


= (6/28, story 3, 0:59, Llamas, 4.17M), Zohreen Shah reported Pence was 


On ABC World News Tonigh 
“vearing a mask’ at the event, “and today for the first time, forcefully [told] others to do the sarne.” Pence: 
“Wearing a mask is just a good idea. And it will, we know from experience, will slow the spread of the 
coronavirus.” Kate Snow similarly said on NBC Nightly News £ (6/28, story 2, 1:46, 3.65M) that Pence went 
“further than he ever has, calling for everyone to wear a mask.” NBC’s Erin McLaughlin: “In Texas, the pandemic 
is quickly spiraling out of control — nearly 150,000 cases, at least 2,300 dead. Despite postponing campaign 
events in Florida and Arizona, [Pence] touched down in Dallas wearing a mask with this message for Texans.” 
Pence: “If your local officials in consultation with the state are directing you to wear a mask, we encourage 
everyone to wear a mask in the affected areas.” 

The Washington Post (6/28, Sonmez, O'Grady, Hawkins, 14.2M) reporis that at a Dallas event, Pence 
“implored Americans to wear face masks, practice social distancing and stay away from senior citizens protect 
them amid a new spike in coronavirus infections, as the United States surpassed 2.5 million confirmed cases.” 
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Pence also “commended Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) for his ‘decisive action’ in reopening the staie’s economy 
in early May. But with the state’s hospitals experiencing a surge in patienis amid skyrocketing infection rates, 
Pence praised Abbott for scaling back some reopening measures, including ordering bars to close and 
restaurants to reduce occupancy.” The Post also reports that “earlier Sunday, a ‘Celebrate Freedorn’ rally Pence 
attended at First Baptist Church in Dallas featured a large choir that did not wear masks while singing, despite 
evidence that some choir practices have served as ‘superspreader evenis.” 

The Washington Times (6/28, Howell, 492) reporis Pence “visited Dallas as pari of a tour of states thai are 
seeing a huge spike in COVID-19 cases, raising questions about the speed with which governors in those places 
reopened, The vice president will head to Arizona on Tuesday and Florida on Thursday.” 


CBS Poll Finds That Nearly Two-Thirds Of Americans Feel US Effort To Combat 
Coronavirus Is Going “Badly.” 


USA Today (6/28, Cummings, 10.31M) reports that CBS News poll conducted last week found that “62% of 
Americans think the battle to stop” the coronavirus — “which has killed more than 125,000 people in the U.S. and 
infected more than 2.5 million ~ is going ‘badly.’” Additionally, 59 percent of Americans “said the president has 
done a ‘bad’ job of handling the pandemic, including 43% who said he was doing a ‘very bad’ job.” Approximately 
72 percent of respondents “said the Trurnp administration was ‘unprepared to deal with this outbreak as it was 
starting.’ And 73% said that fewer Americans would have died if a plan to respond to the outbreak had been in 
place sooner.” Americans “were also not optimistic that the situation would improve in the near future,” without a 
quarter of respondents expecting the outbreak to get better throughout the summer. 


US Coronavirus Cases Now Exceed 2.5M. 


Reuters (6/27, Wallis) reported “the number of confirmed coronavirus cases in the United States rose to more 
than 2.5 million on Saturday, according to a Reuters tally, as states including Arizona and Florida saw record 
rises.” 


Only Two States In US Report Drop In Cases Of Coronavirus Compared To Last Week. 


CNN (6/28, Maxouris, McLaughlin, 83.16M} reports that “only two US states are reporting a decline in new 
coronavirus cases compared to last week: Connecticut and Rhode island.” An increase “was reported in a 
staggering 36 states, including Florida, which some experts have cautioned could be the next epicenter for 
infections.” Officials in Florida “and across the US are also warning of an increase in cases among younger 
people.” 


Health Officials Say Los Angeles County Entering “Critical Moment” As Coronavirus Cases, 
Hospitalizations Surge. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/27, Wigglesworth, 4.64M)} reported “another day of big increases in coronavirus cases 
and hospitalizations prompted health officials Saturday to warn that Los Angeles County is entering a ‘critical 
moment and that some of the easing of stay-at-home orders is in jeopardy unless the trend changes.” In a 
statement on Saturday, Los Angeles County Health Director Barbara Ferrer said, “If we can't find it in us to follow 
these mandates, including wearing face coverings and distancing when around others, we jeopardize our ability 
to move forward on the recovery journey. ... Our collective responsibility is to take immediate action, as 
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individuals and businesses, to reverse the trends we are experiencing.” Public health officials in the county “on 
Saturday reported 2,169 new coronavirus cases.” 


Number Of Coronavirus Cases In Oklahoma Nears 13,000. 


The AP (6/28) reports “the number of confirmed coronavirus cases in Oklahoma is nearing 13,000... ihe 
Oklahoma State Departmeni of Health said Sunday.” The health “department said there are...12,944 confirmed 
cases, an increase of 302 from Saturday, [and] one more death due to COVID-19.” The state’s “death toll now 
stands at 385 with 9,397 people reported to have recovered from the illness.” 


Navajo Nation Reports Almost 100 New Coronavirus Cases. 


The AP (6/28) reports the “Navajo Department of Health has reported 94 additional positive cases of coronavirus 
on the Navajo Nation with 12 more known deaths.” The new cases and deaths push “the total of positive COVID- 
19 cases on the reservation to 7,414 as of Saturday night with the death toll now at 362.” Twelve healthcare 
facilities’ preliminary reports “indicate about 5,068 people have recovered from COVID-19.” 


Over 370 Employees At Tyson Foods Plant In Missouri Test Positive For COVID-19. 


The AP (6/27) reported “Tyson Foods has announced that 377 employees al its chicken processing plant in the 
far southwestern corner of Missouri have tested positive for COVID-19." Tyson Foods “said in a news release 
Friday that it tested 1,142 employees at the plant in Noel from June 17 to June 19, and 291 tested pasitive for 
COVID-19.” Out of those 291 employees, “Tyson said 249, or 85%, were asymptomatic.” The company “said an 
additional 80 Noel employees tested positive for COVID-19 in separate tests that were performed by their 
healthcare providers or the state’s Department of Health and Senior Services.” 


Latino, Black California Residents Have Double The Coronavirus Death Rate Compared To 
White Residents, Data Indicate. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/27, Lin, 4.64M) reported that “with coronavirus cases surging, the toll on Latino and 
Black Californians keeps getting worse.” The two populations “now have double the mortality rate from the virus 
in Los Angeles County than white residents, the latest troubling sign of the deep health inequity that has come 
with COVID-19.” Out “of every 100,000 Latino residents of L.A. County, 38 have died from COVID-19.” Out “of 
every 100,000 Black residents, 37 have died, according to data released by the county Thursday.” Meanwhile, 
“white residents had the lowest mortality number of any race or ethnicity. For every 100,000 white L.A. County 
residenis, 19 have died.” 


Almost A Third Of Black Americans Personally Know Someone Who Has Died From COVID- 
19, Poll Indicates. 


The Washington Post (6/26, A1, Goldstein, Guskin, 14.2M) reported on its front page that “nearly 41 in 3 black 
Americans know someone personally who has died of covid-19, far exceeding their white counterparts, 
according to a Washington Post-Ipses poll that underscores the coronavirus pandemic’s profoundly disparate 
impact.” The “survey finds that 31 percent of black adults say they know someone firsthand who has been killed 
by the virus, compared with 17 percent of adults who are Hispanic and 9 percent who are white.” Adding in 
respondents “who know someone with symptoms consistent with covid-19, slightly more than half of black 
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Americans say they know at least one person who has gotten sick or died of the disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus.” Meanwhile, “fewer than 4 in 10 white or Hispanic Americans say they do.” 
The Hill (6/26, Johnson, 2.98M) also reported on the story. 


More Than 75% Of People In US Afraid Of Becoming Infected With Coronavirus, Poll 
Indicates. 


The Hill (6/26, Johnson, 2.98M)} reported that over “75 percent of Americans are afraid of contracting the 
coronavirus, a new ABC News/Ipsos poll finds.” In the new “poll, 76 percent of respondents said that they were 
concerned about falling ill to the virus, up from 69 percent in the same survey on June 12.” Despite concern 
about “getting COVIB-19, over 90 percent of respondents said that they were comfortable with going grocery 
shopping while wearing a mask and nearly 80 percent said that they were ok with going into work.” 


Texas Nursing Home Has Reportedly Tamed Coronavirus Outbreak. 


The Houston Chronicle (6/28, Foxhail, 730K) reporis that “while the coronavirus continues to infect nursing home 
residents across the state - with more than half of licensed Texas facilities now reporting they've had at least 
one infection — one Harris County nursing home says it has gotten its alarming outbreak under control.” Earlier in 
June, “county public health officials announced that 56 residents at the Oakmont Healthcare & Rehabilitation 
Center of Humble were potentially infected with COVID-19 and 14 were dead — the highest publicly known 
nursing home death toll in the jurisdiction.” However, “the facility in a statement Friday said it is now caring for 
only one patient with the virus, and county health officials report that staff — previously criticized as uncooperative 
~ have been complying with efforts fo improve their case documentation and infection control practices.” 


Maryland Officials Announce 327 New Coronavirus Cases, 12 Deaths. 


The Baltimore Sun (6/28, 1.33M) reporis “Maryland health officials Sunday announced an additional 327 
confirmed cases of the coronavirus and 12 more deaths resulting from the disease.” in the state, “the total 
confirmed COVID-19 cases now stand at 66,777 and deaths at 3,042, according to the latest figures.” There are 
now “446 people hospitalized in the state, of whom “158 are being treated in intensive care units, officials said.” 


Michigan No Longer Among Top 10 States With Most Coronavirus Cases, Data Indicate. 


The Detroit News (6/28, Mauger, 825K) reports that “as other states have experienced spikes in COVID-19 in 
recent days, they've nudged Michigan out of the top 10 states for cases of the virus, according to tracking by 
Johns Hopkins University.” On Sunday, the state’s “Depariment of Health and Human Services confirmed 252 
new cases of the coronavirus, pushing the overall total of confirmations to 63,261." Meanwhile, “the number of 
new deaths linked to the virus here remained low Sunday with only five new deaths reported.” 


New Data Show 78% Of Deaths Linked To Coronavirus In Europe Were Among People Aged 
75 Or Older. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/27, Douglas, Michaels, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported new data from the 
European Mortality Monitoring network show there were nearly 175,000 excess deaths in 24 European nations 
from March through May. Those same data show that 78% of those excess deaths linked to COVID-19 were 
among Europeans aged 75 or older. 
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Experts Expect A Surge In Coronavirus Cases In DC Region As Area Reopens. 


The Washington Post (6/26, Olive, Chason, Swenson, 14.2M) reported Washington, DC, “Maryland and Virginia 
are not yel seeing the spikes” In coronavirus cases “underway in some southern and western states that 
reopened faster, and with fewer restrictions, than states on the East Coast.” However, “as Virginia prepares to 
enter a Stage 3 reopening on July 71, with Maryland and the District likely to follow soon after, experts say there is 
little doubt that some kind of surge will happen soon.” COVID-19's trajectory “has followed the same downward 
curve in the Washington region as in other hard-hit areas of the country that used aggressive shutdown 
restrictions before gradually reopening, including New York, Connecticut and New Jersey.” 


Beaches In Some Florida Cities Will Be Closed During Fourth Of July Weekend. 


CNN (6/28, McCleary, Alonso, Cullinane, 83.16M) reports “beaches in Miami, Fort Lauderdale and Palm Beach, 
popular with residents and tourists, will be closed Fourth of July weekend as officials keep a cautious eye on the 
rapidly rising number of new coronavirus cases in Florida.” The mayor of Miami-Dade County, Carlos Gimenez, 
“says all beaches and parks in the county will close from Friday, July 3, through Tuesday, July 7.” Gimenez 
“warned the closure could be extended if conditions don't improve and people don’t follow rules designed to curb 
the spread of the coronavirus.” Meanwhile, “Broward County cities will follow Miami-Dade County's example to 
close beaches ahead of July 4, the city of Fort Lauderdale said in a tweet.” 

The Hill (6/26, Seipel, 2.98M) also reported on the story. 


Nevada Officials Report Over 800 New Coronavirus Cases, No New Deaths. 


The AP (6/28) says “health officials in Nevada reporied 821 additional positive cases of the coronavirus around 
the state Sunday, but no new deaths.” Nevada’s “Department of Health and Human Services said 736 of the 
additional cases were from Clark County, ihe state’s most populous which includes the Las Vegas metro area.” 
The state “now has 17,160 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 500 known [deaths] as of Sunday.” 

The Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal (6/26, DeHaven, 183K) reported “no one, including top Nevada health 
officials, seems to know exactly who's to blarne for the state’s recent surge in coronavirus cases.” However, Gov. 
Steve Sisolak (D) “has decided what to do about it, on Wednesday issuing a sweeping new directive that 
requires residents and tourists to wear masks in public until further notice.” A spokeswoman for the governor 
“said that order will remain in effect ‘until terminated by a subsequent directive,’ and would not necessarily expire 
as Nevada makes progress toward key COVID-containment metrics.” 


Use Of Public Transportation May Be Associated With Increased Coronavirus Death Rate, 
Studies Suggest. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Harrison, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the higher coronavirus death 
rate among Black Americans compared to those who are white may be partly due to the heavier reliance Black 
Americans place on public transporiation for commuting purposes, according to two new studies. 


US Businesses Forced To Choose Whether To Remain Open As Coronavirus Cases Rise. 


The AP (6/28, Durbin, Anderson, Arbel} reporis that “after months of shutdown, restaurants, stores and even 
amusement parks announced their reopening with fanfare.” However, “now that states like Texas and Arizona 
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are seeing alarming surges in reported cases of COVID-19, businesses large and smail must decide wheiher to 
keep their doors open.” Furthermore, “in some cases, governments are pausing their reopening plans.” Stil, 
“many businesses had already” halted their reopening plans, “saying rising case numbers and shifting advice 
from state and local governments did not give them the confidence to stay open.” 


At Least 85 Coronavirus Cases In Michigan Tied To College Bar. 


The New York Post (6/28, Salo, 4.57M) reports that “at least 85 people in Michigan have tested positive for the 
coronavirus afier an outbreak ata popular college bar, health officials said.” The coronavirus “cases are all linked 
to Harper's Restaurant and Brew Pub, near Michigan State University’s campus in Lansing, the Ingham County 
Health Department said Saturday.” Eighty cases were among “people who went to the watering hole, while the 
others were people exposed fo customers from the bar, the Lansing State Journal reported.” 


Health Officials Reportedly Did Not Warn Travelers At LAX They Could Have Been Exposed 
To Coronavirus On At Least Three Occasions. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/25, Feldman, Ryan, 4.64M) reported on three instances “identified by The Times in 
which public health officials in the early stage of the pandemic did not alert travelers into LAX that they were ai 
risk for” coronavirus infection. Hundreds of people “on these flights returned to their families and communities 
unaware they might be carrying the virus, potentially seeding new outbreaks.” The “three flights occurred in 
March before coronavirus cases mounted quickly in California.” 


Global Fundraising Meeting Raises $6.9 Billion To Combat COVID-19. 


Reuters (6/27, Chee) reported that on Saturday, “a global fundraising meeting...raised 6.15 billion euros ($6.9 
billion} from the United States, the European Commission and numerous countries to fight COVID-19, with many 
participants stressing that an eventual vaccine should be available to anyone who needs it. The pledging summit, 
part of a joint initiative by the EU executive and advocacy group Global Citizen, also included a globally televised 
and streamed fundraising concert.” The European Investment Bank and the European Commission together 
“sledged 4.9 billion euros ($5.50 billion), the United States $545 million, Germany 383 million euros, Canada 
C$300 million (8279 milllon) and Qatar $10 million. Forty governments fook part in the summit. The money will 
be used for COVID-19 tests, treatments and vaccines, and also to support the world’s poorest and most 
marginalised communities.” 

Bloomberg (6/26, Paton, 4.73M} reported that WHO Chief Scientist Soumya Swaminathan told reporters on 
Friday, “The best bet we have really to bring an end to the acute phase of this pandemic is to have a vaccine as 
soon as possible.” 

FiercePharma (6/26, Sagonowsky) also reported. 


Federal Government To Ship Remdesivir To States With Increasing COVID-19 Cases. 


Reuters (6/26, Humer) reported, “The U.S. government will ship more of” the “antiviral treatment remdesivir to 
states experiencing an increase in COVID-19 cases including California, Texas, Florida and Arizona, according 
to the Deparimeni of Health and Human Services’ website.” On Friday, White House task force coordinator 
Deborah Birx said during a briefing that “the government reallocated remdesivir to states with increasing cases, 
White House task force coordinator Deborah Birx said during a briefing on Friday.” On lis website, HHS said “that 
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the doses will ship starling Monday and extinguish the full amount of Gilead’s donation of 120,647 treatment 
courses.” 
The Hill (6/25, Kelley, 2.98M) also reported. 


Some COVID-19 Vaccine Developers See Potential Upside Even If They Do Not Finish First. 


Bloomberg (6/27, Paton, 4.73M) reported that “dozens of companies and universities” developing a COVID-18 
vaccine anticipate that even if they do “not cross the finish line first” that there may be an “opening for 
inoculations that prevent more infections, provide lasting immunity, protect older and mare vulnerable people, 
yield massive quantities or ship easily throughout the world.” Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance CEO Seth Berkley said, 
“There may be a vaccine we start using that isn’t ideal, and we move to a different one later.” Sanofi, 
GlaxoSmithKline, and Merck & Co. are among at least 100 vaccine developers “emerging as formidable 
contenders in the race to halt a disease that has infected about 10 million people globally, killing half a million.” 


Questions Remain About Pricing Of Potential COVID-19 Vaccine, Treatment. 


Bloomberg (6/27, Court, Griffin, 4.73M) reported that questions about how much new COVID-19 vaccines and 
treatments “will cost loom large, especially in the U.S., which has plowed billions into their development, and 
lacks a recent precedent for this kind of public-health crisis.” Bloomberg added, “Some companies, like Johnson 
& Johnson, have committed to not take a profit amid a pandemic,” but “how they'll actually calculate a cost based 
on their risky investments into R&D and manufacturing remains to be seen.” ICER recently estimated Gilead 
Science’s experimental treatment remdesivir “could cost either $10 for a 10-day course of treatment, if Gilead 
were just looking to cover manufacturing costs, or up to $4,500, reflecting the drug’s benefit to patients more 
broadly.” 


U.S. Already Seeing Shortages Of Over 200 Types Of Drugs, Medical Supplies, Report 
Finds. 


The New York Daily News (6/28, Theisen, 2.52M) reports a Homeland Security Department report distributed to 
law enforcement and government agencies on Thursday indicates the U.S. ‘is already seeing shortages of over 
200 types of drugs and medical supplies, due io international shutdowns from early on in the pandemic that 
strained the supply chain.” 


NYTimes Analysis Blames Failure In Leadership For Rising Coronavirus Cases. 


A front-page New York Times (6/27, Tavernise, Robles, Keene, 18.61M) analysis said that after four months of 
“fighting the coronavirus in the United States, the shared sacrifice of millions of Americans suspending their lives 
~ with jobs lost, businesses shuttered, daily roulines upended — has not been enough to beat back a virus whose 
staying power around the world is only still being grasped.” The Times adds that “many” Americans have thus 
come to the “realization... that however much they have yearned for a return to normalcy, their leaders have failed 
fo control the coronavirus pandemic. And there is little clarity on what comes next.” According to the Times, 
Trump “downplayed the severity of the crisis, refused to wear a mask and began calling for states to open even 
as the virus was surging,” and the “lack of federal leadership also meant thai states lacked a unified approach.” 


Texas And Florida Closing Bars As Infections Rise. 
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The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Sayre, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that bars appear io be ceniral 
locations for spreading the coronavirus, and Texas and Florida have responded by closing them down to combat 
surges in Covid-19. 


Washington Governor Delays Move To Stage Four Of Reopening Plan. 


The AP (6/27) reported that Gov. Jay Inslee (D-WA} announced on Saturday “that a recent increase in 
coronavirus numbers means counties won't be able to move to the fourth phase of his reopening plan for now.” 
Eight counties had previously qualified for the fourth phase, with “declining infection levels, enough personal 
protective equipment, testing and hospital capacity and a contact tracing system.” 


Kansas City, Kansas To Require Masks In Public Indoor Places Starting Tuesday. 


The AP (6/27) reported on Saturday, “The Unified Government of Wyandotte County and Kansas City, Kansas, 
announced...that a requirement that masks be worn in public will go into effect at 5 p.m. Tuesday.” The 
announcement came “one day after Kansas City, Missouri, Mayor Quinton Lucas said that people must wear 
masks inside businesses and other public places there starting Monday.” Under the Wyandotte County rule, 
“mask use will be required in all public indoor spaces including workplaces.” 


Alabama Governor Considering Whether To Renew State’s “Safer At Home” Order. 


The AP (6/27) reported, “Alabama’s “safer at home’ order is set to expire Friday, and Gov. Kay Ivey [R-AL] has 
nat yet decided whether to renew it.” Alabama, added the AP, “set and broke record highs for new confirmed 
cases in a single day repeatedly this month.” 


Arkansas Governor Says States Cannot Put Restrictions On Each Other. 


The Hill (6/28, Coleman, 2.98M) reports in response to the announcement by Connecticut, New Jersey, and New 
York that travelers from states with high levels of coronavirus infections would have to quarantine themselves for 
14 days, Gov. Asa Hutchinson (R-AR) on Sunday’s ABC News’ “This Week,” said that states “can’t be putting 
restrictions on each other.” Hutchinson added, “We're just going to do better to get our cases down in Arkansas, 
but ulimately we can’t be putting restrictions on each other across the country because we do have to do two 
things ~ both manage the virus and manage the growth of our economy.” The quarantine applies to travelers 
from sates “with an infection rate of more than 10 cases per 100,000 people.” 


As California Reopens, Many Workers Are Concerned About Returning To Their Jobs. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (6/28, DiFeliciantonio, 2.67M) reports that while companies in California are 
starting to reopen, many employees “are worried about exposure on the job.” In response, some employers are 
threatening employees who refuse to return to work with dismissal. In such cases, they “also risk losing 
unemployment insurance, because payments can be contingent on whether someone is offered suitable work.” 
Some employees have filed complainis and Cal/OSHA “logged 2,800 coronavirus-relaied complaints between 
Feb. 1 and June 15.” 


Michigan Hospital Leaders Preparing For More Covid-19 Cases. 
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The Detroit Free Press (6/28, Shamus, 1.52M)} reports that Michigan public health officials are concerned about 
rising Covid-19 cases as the state’s “seven-day average of daily new cases rose to 275 after bottoming out June 
15 at 152." That “gives Michigan hospital leaders pause as they cautiously plan for another surge in cases.” To 
prepare, they have “stockpiled personal proteclive equipment” increased testing capability, and “discovered 
workarounds to more easily manage heavy caseloads.” 


Use Of Statewide Hospital Capacity Criticized For Ignoring Local Problems. 


The AP (6/28, Salter, Tanner) reported, “Public health officials and experis say the heavy reliance on siatewide 
hospiial data is a misleading and sometimes irresponsible metric to jusiify keeping a stale open or holding back 
on imposing new limits.” Thai's because “individual hospitals can be in crisis mode even while the overall 
capacity nurnbers look OK." As an example, the AP says, Texas numbers look under control statewide, but in 
Houston, “Texas Children’s Hospital is starting to treat adult patients, and 97% of ICU beds at Texas Medical 
Center were in use.” Similarly, “in Miami, Homestead Hospital confirmed Tuesday it was at capacity.” 


Virginia Nursing Homes Prepare For State’s Next Phase Of Reopening. 


The Washington Post (6/27, Chason, Tan, 14.2M) reported, “As Virginia approaches the third phase of its 
recovery plan on Wednesday, nursing homes and assisted-living facilities say they are fearful of a resurgence of 
cases.” Recently, Gov. Ralph Northam (D-VA} “acquiesced to demands from families, advocates and lawmakers 
to identify facilities with known infections after months of refusing to do so.” That revealed that “nursing homes 
and assisted-living facilities have reporied more than 6,200 infections and 889 deaths — 55 percent of all fatalities 
in the state — with many of the worst outbreaks concentrated in Northern Virginia.” The Post described some 
preparations including “ventilated tents to allow outdoor visits” and “stocking up on gloves.” The Post also 
reported thai according to the state, “121 facilities have the classification of ‘outbreak closed’ or ‘pending 
closure,” while 62 are “in progress.” 


Texas Reinstating Measures On Child Care Centers. 


The Texas Tribune (8/26, Swaby, 23K) reported, “Texas is reinstating safety mandates for child care centers that 
had been repealed in mid-June,” and “siate officials are also mandating that child care centers comply with the 
current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance.” 


Pennsylvania Health Secretary Defends Handling Of Pandemic In Nursing Homes And 
Personal Care Facilities. 


The AP (6/26, Scolforo) reported that Pennsyivania Health Secretary Rachel Levine “on Friday defended her 
agency's handling of the COVID-19 outbreak inside the nursing homes and personal care facilities that account 
for almost 70% of the state’s nearly 6,600 fatalities.” Criticism, added the AP, “focused on the state’s policy that 
sent recovering patients back to nursing homes after being treated in hospitals.” in response, Levine argued that 
the state “was following a March directive from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Center 
for Medicare Services.” Levine also said that “she thinks a more likely culprit is the homes’ own employees.” 


North Dakota Reopening Long-Term Care Facilities. 
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The AP (6/26) reported, “Outdoor visitation and limited indoor communal activities for residents in long-term care 
facilities are rapidly being allowed at most North Dakota facilities.” The AP added thal visits by family members 
have “been restricied by state order since April 6.” 


Maryland Fines Nursing Home $70,000 For Failings During Pandemic That Led To 28 
Deaths. 


The Washington Post (6/26, Chason, 14.2M) reported the Maryland Office of Health Care Quality “fined the 
Carroll County nursing hame that was the site of one of the state’s earliest nursing home cavid-19 outbreaks 
$70,000 for failing in May to isolate new patients or separate residents who had tested positive from those who 
had tested negative.” The home, Pleasant View, in Mount Airy, had “87 coronavirus infections and 28 deaths” in 
@ 104-bed facility. In March, “66 of iis 95 residents tested positive for the coronavirus in one day.” 


Texas Businesses Slow To Bring Employees Back To Work, Sending More Home To Work 
Remotely. 


On its front page, the Wall Street Journal (6/28, Ai, Eaton, Cutter, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis on 
the effort to restart businesses in Texas, with a focus on large companies in Houston, where only a smail fraction 
of employees have returned io offices and with rising levels of coronavirus infections, many are being sent back 
to remote work. 


FEMA Warned States To Not Use COVID-19 Testing Kits It Bought For $10.2 Million. 


ProPublica (6/26, Gabrielson, McSwane, 60K) reported, “The Federal Emergency Management Agency has 
warned states not to use COVID-19 testing supplies it bought under a $10.2 million coniract after a ProPublica 
investigation last week showed the vendor was providing contaminated and unusable mini soda bottles.” One 
“FEMA spokeswoman said the agency is working with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to analyze test tubes filled with saline and sold to the government by Fillakit 
LLC, whose warehouse is near Houston.” 

STAT (6/25, Joseph, 24K) also reported. 


Some Nursing Homes May Face Legal “Reckoning” Following COVID-19 Deaths. 


The AP (6/26, Leicester) reports, “As families flock back to nursing homes that first reopened to limited visits in 
April and more widely this month, thousands no longer have mothers, fathers, grandparents and siblings to hug 
and to hold.” Now, “with graves so fresh that some still don’t have headstones, grieving families across the 
couniry are increasingly demanding a reckoning, turning to lawyers to try to determine why almost half of 
France’s nearly 30,000 COVID-19 deaths hit residents of nursing homes, scything through the generations that 
came of age after World War |, endured the next world conflict and helped rebuild the country.” 


NHL Will Not Quarantine Players For Training Camps. 


The AP (6/26, Whyno) reports, “Jason Spezza’s confidence in the NHL returning has not been shaken by word of 
11 fellow players testing positive for the coronavirus.” Spezza’s “involvement in NHL Players’ Association talks, 
the veteran Toronto forward knew from doctors’ input there would be pasilive test resulls in hockey just as there 
have been in other sports as group workouts ramp up across North America.” Many of “those very well may 
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continue to happen with training camps scheduled to open July 10, yet deputy commissioner Bil Daly confirmed 
Thursday the league and NHLPA are not considering putting teams in quarantined ‘bubbles’ for those mandatory 
sessions.” 


Even As COVID-19 Cases Rise In Florida, NBA Moves Forward With Formalizing Plans To 
Start Its Season. 


The New York Times (6/28, Stein, 18.61M) reporis, “Despite what Adam Silver, the N.B.A. commissioner, 
described as an ‘increased’ level of concern over a significant rise of coronavirus cases in Florida, the league 
moved forward on several fronts Friday by formalizing its plans to restart the 2019-20 season at Walt Disney 
World near Orlando.” The “league and the National Basketball Players Association jointly announced that they 
had officially finalized their agreemeni to revive the season with 22 teams next month, and the N.B.A. was set to 
reveal the 68-game schedule leading into the playoffs later Friday.” 


Pence Interviewed On Recent Surge In Coronavirus Cases, Says White House Will Defer To 
Governors On Mask Wearing. 


CBS’ Face The Nation = (6/28, 2.81M) featured an interview with Vice President Mike Pence, who discussed the 
recent spike in new coronavirus cases. Pence said, “we're monitoring very closely new cases in Florida, Texas, 
Arizona, and California. in fact, Pll be traveling with members of our team to several of those states over the next 
several days, to make sure and get a ground report. What the American people should know is that because of 
the leadership that President Trump has provided, because of the extraordinary innovation that we have brought 
to this task, we are in a much better place to respond to these outbreaks than we were four months ago.” 

NBC News (6/28, 6.14M) reports that Pence “encouraged people living in areas with coronavirus outbreaks 
to wear a mask to prevent the spread of coronavirus.” In the interview, “Pence said the administration believes 
people should wear masks wherever Ils called for by state or local authorities.” 

The Hill (6/28, Budryk, 2.98M) reports that “Pence defended the lack of encouragement from President 
Trump for all Americans to wear masks to prevent the spread of coronavirus, saying the White House ‘wani[s] to 
defer to governors.” Pence said, “One of the elements of the genius of America is the principle of federalism, of 
state and local control. We've made it clear that we want to defer to governors. We want to defer to local officials, 
and people should listen to them.” 

Forbes (6/28, Vaytko, 9.71M) reports that Pence “blamed the recent surge in U.S. coronavirus cases on an 
increase in testing, a claim that’s previously been refuted by public health experts as criticism of the White 
House's crisis response continues to pile up.” He “also blamed the media for not focusing on the ‘sacrifices the 
American people made’ to slow the spread of Covid-19, and disagreed that Trump is ‘undermining confidence in 
testing’ before pointing to increased testing again — for the second time — as an explanation for the jurnp in 
cases.” 

Among ithe news outlets also reporting on the interview are Fox News (6/28, O'Reilly, 27.59M), Newsweek 
(6/28, Lernon, 1.53M), Politico (6/28, Guida, 4.28M}, the Washington Examiner (6/28, Mastrangelo, 448K), and 
Axios (6/28, Perano, 521K). 


Washington Governor Slams Trump Administration’s Coronavirus Pandemic Response. 
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The Hill (6/28, Budryk, 2.98M) reports, “Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D) blasted the White House’s response to 
the coronavirus pandemic, accusing President Trump of politicizing mitigation measures and saying Vice 
President Pence has created an overly optimistic picture of the situation.” On CBS’s “Face the Nation” Sunday, 
inslee said, “When | heard the vice president talk about how things are just hunky-dory, il’s just maddening. The 
situation is critical in many places across the United States and all the happy thoughts and wishful thinking in the 
world is not going to wash that away.” 


Democrats Push For Better-Coordinated Federal Coronavirus Response. 


The Hill (6/28, Budryk, 2.98M)} reports that on Sunday, Democratic governors and lawmakers “pushed for a 
better-coordinated federal response to the coronavirus pandemic as cases spike in several states, particularly in 
the southern and eastern US.” The piece cites comments made by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Washington 
Gov. Jay Insiee (D), and New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D). 


Sen. Alexander Says It Would “Help” If President Trump Would Wear A Mask. 


CNN (6/28, Ehrlich, Main, Grandahi, 83.16M) reports, “Senior Republican Sen. Lamar Alexander said Sunday 
that he thinks it would ‘help’ if President Donald Trump wore a mask because it would eliminate political stigma 
around doing so as the coronavirus continues to spread across the US.” On CNN’s “inside Politics,” Alexander 
said, “lf wearing masks is important and all the health experts tell us that it is in containing the disease in 2020, it 
would help if from time to time the President would wear one to help us get rid of this political debate that says if 
you're for Trump, you don’t wear a mask, if you’re against Trump, you do.” 

The Hill (6/28, Coleman, 2.98M) reports that “when asked if the American public should look to Trump for 
public health advice, the Tennessee Republican said people should listen to health experts.” Alexander said, “My 
suggestion to the president all along and for the other political leaders is let the experts do the talking about 
medicine. People trust them.” 

The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Timiraos, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) and HuffPost (6/28, Golgowski, 
1.67M) also report. 


President Trump’s Outlook On Coronavirus Testing Said To Defy “Both Science And Street 
Sense.” 


An AP (8/27, Woodward, Yen) “Fact Check” charged that the President's “persistent see-no-evil posture on 
coronavirus testing — if you don’t look for the virus, the cases go away — defies both science and street sense.” 
The AP said Trump “took it a step further with a comment suggesiing that testing be restrained so the pandemic 
doesn't look so bad. His aides passed that off as a joke. Trurnp coniradicted therm, saying he wasn’t kidding. 
Then he contradicted himself, saying he was. So it went over the past week as America’s reckoning with disease 
and racism navigated a fog of falsehoods and distorlions from the president.” 


Opinion: Trump Has Promoted Idea That Coronavirus Can Be Treated As Political, Cultural 
Problem. 


Amy Davidson Sorkin writes In the New Yorker (6/28, 5.82M) that “since the coronavirus first took hold in this 
country, Donaid Trump has heedlessly promoted the idea that it can be treated solely as a political, or even a 
cultural, problem,” and “part of the tragedy...is that, until now, many people in less affected areas of the United 
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States believed him.” She argues that “there is something frighteningly sad about the fact that many Republican 
leaders may stop seeing the pandemic through the lens of Trumpism only when the virus starts hitting more of 
their constituents.” Sorkin concludes thai “politics means accountability, too,” and “between now and November, 
polilicians in many states will need to decide where their responsibility lles: in heeding Trump, or in listening to 
the desperate dociors who tell them that they are running out of hospital beds.” 


Schumer Urges Trump Administration To Renew Coronavirus Emergency Declaration. 


The New York Post (6/28, Moore, 4.57M) reports that on Sunday, Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-NY) “urged the 
Trump administration to renew the coronavirus emergency declaration before if expires at the end of next month, 
in order to preserve billions of dollars in healthcare funds for New York to fight the pandemic.” He said, “if we 
have learned anything from COVID-19 it is that a ‘stitch in time saves nine, and the more we can do to be 
proactive, the better off the public will be.” Schumer added, “This past winter there was delay and dismissal 
towards those urging HHS to officially declare a public health emergency as it relates to the coronavirus. Well, 
we cannot ~ and we must not — have that kind of inaction and uncertainty now, especially with what we know and 
with the sustaining needs of New York.” 

AM New York (6/28, Pantorno, 507K) reports, “As it stands, the declaration is set to expire on July 25 where 
New York would lose billions in local healthcare dollars and support from FEMA along with the public health 
implications that would come with a potential second wave of the virus.” 


Campania Governor Insists That Some Seasonal Workers Living In COVID-19 Hotpot Must 
Be Isolated For Next 15 Days. 


The AP (6/26, Thomas, D'emilio) reported the governor of the southern Italian region of Campania Vincenzo De 
Luca “insisted on Friday that seasonal Bulgarian crop pickers who live in an apartment complex with dozens of 
COVID-19 cases must stay inside for 15 days, not even emerging for food.” He “told reporters that the national 
civil protection agency should deliver groceries to the estimated 700 occupants of the apartmenis in 
Mondragone, a seaside town about 50 kilometers (32 miles) northwest of Naples.” 


Research Suggests That Lack Of Adequate Resources Could Put Nurses’ Mental Health, 
Well-Being At Risk. 


The Washington Post (6/26, Blakemore, 14.2M) reported research suggests that a lack of personal protective 
equipment and adequate resources during the pandemic “could put nurses’ psychological well-being at risk.” 
Purdue University researchers “analyzed responses from 372 registered nurses licensed in Indiana in a survey 
conducted before the pandemic.” When questioned “about their experiences, nurses revealed a host of traumatic 
experiences, including being assaulted by patients and watching patients die due to medical errors, and reported 
symptoms such as exhaustion, guilt, disturbed sleep, flashbacks and inirusive thoughts.” The findings were 
published in the Archives of Psychiatric Nursing. 


Analysis: Opioid Crisis In Colorado Likely To Be Exacerbated By Fallout From Pandemic. 


The AP (6/28, Brown) reported that the coronavirus pandemic has “overshadowed” the opioid crisis, which his 
“stil raging in Colorado and predicted fo get even worse thanks to the stress, isolation and financial devastation 
of the coronavirus.” Specifically, medical professionals, therapists and advocates for users “are expecting a 
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‘wave,’ or an aftershock, of substance abuse and overdose deaihs because of the pandemic’ and warn that the 
state has less resources to fight the wave due to the pandemic. Colorado has “stripped ait least $26 million for 
subsiance-abuse prevention, awareness and treatment from next year’s state budget, part of billions of dollars in 
cuts due to the economic shuidown and skyrocketing unemployment rate.” 


US Could See Increasing Physician Shortage Over Next 15 Years, Report Warns. 


USA Today (8/26, Alltucker, 10.31M)} said a new report Friday from the Association of American Medical 
Colleges “underscores two persistent trends in medicine: The nation’s doctor shortage could worsen aver the 
next 15 years, and the ranks of Black and Hispanic doctors fall far short of reflecting the nation’s diversity.” The 
AAMC projects the “nation will face a shoriage of up to 139,000 doctors as the population of retirement-age 
Americans soars 45% by 2033.” And despite “efforts to bolster the ranks of Black doctors, the figures still lag the 
13% in the overall population.” 

Modern Healthcare (6/26, Christ, Subscription Publication, 214K) also covered the story. 


Heat Waves May Increase Risks For Some Common Medications, Researchers Warn. 


The Washington Post (6/25, Cimons, 14.2M)} reported researchers say that the risks for some medications, 
including those for blood pressure, asthma, depression and allergies, may increase during heat waves. 


Illinois To Test Every Newborn Baby For Spinal Muscular Atrophy. 


The AP (6/28) reports “every baby newly born in llinols will be tested for Spinal Muscular Atrophy starting 
Monday, state health officials said.” 


Georgia Health Officials Warn Of Potential Health Problems Associated With Saharan Dust 
Cloud. 


CNN (6/28, McCleary, 83.16M) reporis “Georgia officials warned this weekend about potential health problems 
related to the Saharan dust cloud hovering over the state.” State health officials “said Saturday the dust cloud is 
expected to hang around for the next few days and people, especially those with chronic lung conditions, should 
protect themselves.” 


Verve Therapeutics Novel Experiment Seems To Have Permanently Lowered LDL, 
Triglycerides In Monkeys. 

The New York Times (6/27, Kolata, 18.61M) and STAT News (6/27, Begley, 24K) reported that Verve 
Therapeutics researchers’ novel experiment “seems to have permanently reduced LDL and trigiyceride levels in 
monkeys.” Using CRISPR “base editing” to target two genes both monkeys and humans have, researchers 
reduced LDL cholesterol and triglycerides as much as 60% and 65%, respectively. The company expects to 
launch clinical trials by 2023. 


Experts Worry Coronavirus Pandemic Will Generate New Wave Of Workplace Age 
Discrimination. 


The New York Times (6/26, Miller, 18.61M) examined “some of the key issues and questions facing older 
workers navigating the last part of their careers in the pandemic,” including the concern that the pandemic couid 
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generate a new wave of workplace age discriminalion. AARP Foundation senior attorney Laurie McCann said, 
“Older workers already faced much longer periods of unemployment than younger workers before the pandemic. 
| think that will be on steroids this time ~ employers will be more reticent to hire older workers who may be more 
vulnerable to illness.” McCann added that this discrimination may not be limited to those older than 65, saying, “I 
don’t think employers are hearing ‘65 and older.’ | think they’re just hearing ‘older people.” 


Opinion: Pandemic Increases Ageism “Stereotype Threat” For People In Their 60s. 


In a Washington Post (6/26, 14.2M) perspective piece, author Katherine Ellison discussed how Americans aged 
60 to 65 have in recent weeks “been shoved toward senescence as supermarkets have scheduled ‘senior hours’ 
for those 60 and older, and major media have reported experts’ warnings thai the elderly, starting at age 60, are 
extra vulnerable. Suddenly 60 is the new 65.” Ellison added, “We can be made to feel older — and frailer and less 
competent — when reminded of our age and the inevitable downsides. This has been established by studies of 
the ‘stereotype threat.” In discussing this, Ellison said, “Seeking to stop stereotypes from becoming self-fulfilling 
prophecies, groups like Conley’s Modern Elder Academy and AARP have been trying to ‘reframe’ aging, 
emphasizing the many purported benefits, such as wisdom and conteniment. They're casting a wide net, given 
that the average age of Conley’s ‘elders’ is 52, and AARP staris mailing you membership cards when you turn 
50.” 


Virginia Set To Increase Cigarette Tax By 30 Cents A Pack Starting Next Month. 


The Bluefield (WV) Daily Telegraph (6/28, Telegraph, 44K) reporis Virginia’s cigaretie taxes are set to “increase 
by 30 cents [fo 60 cents] a pack when July 1 arrives, but retailers are seeing increased sales despite the price 
increases and the ongoing pandemic.” An additional “reason why cigarettes prices are going up is because one 
of the country’s largest cigarette manufacturers, Marlboro, is about to raise the price of its products, District 
Manager Michael White of Smokey’s Tobacco Outlet said.” 


Increase In Sin Tax Revenue May Help Slightly Offset States’ Budget Slumps. 


The Stateline (6/26, Povich, 2K} reported that “so-called sin taxes are rolling in [during the pandernic and 
lockdowns] as liquor stores boom, marijuana sales continue, vapers vape and smokers smoke.” The piece 
suggests this increase in sin-tax revenue could help states offset some of their budget slumps resulting from a 
depressed economy, but only marginally since such taxes still make up a small portion of overall state tax 
revenue. 


Number Of Americans Purchasing Drugs Outside US To Save Money Will Likely Rise Due 
To Pandemic, Study Finds. 


The Inquirer (PA) (6/26, Gantz, 347K) reported research indicated that “about two millon Americans — 1.5% of 
adults ~ purchase medications outside the country to save money.” Researchers at the University of Florida “say 
the pandemic, which has hit seniors and minorities hard and has financially strained thousands of families, could 
lead to more people turning to international pharmacies.” The FDA “prohibits the importation of prescription 
medication, but the rules have typically not been enforced for individuals buying small amounts of medication for 
personal use.” The findings were published online Wednesday in JAMA. 
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WHO Highlights AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine As Most Advanced. 


Reuters (6/28, Nebehay, Kelland) reporied that the World Health Organization on Friday said AstraZeneca’s 
experimental COVID-19 vaccine is at the most advanced stage of development. The cornpany “has already 
begun large-scale, micd-siage human trials of the vaccine,” and has “signed iis tenth supply-and-manufaciuring 
deal.” WHO chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan said that while “Moderna’s vaccine is also going to go into 
phase three clinical trials” and “is not far behind...AstraZeneca certainly has a more global scope at the moment 
in terms of where they are doing and planning their vaccine trials.” 


Brazil Announces Agreement With AstraZeneca To Produce 30 Million Doses Of 
Experimental Covid-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (6/27, Rochabrun) reported on Saturday, Brazil announced “a $127 million agreement to start producing 
locally an experimental vaccine developed by AstraZeneca that has shown promise to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic.” The experimental vaccine “is considered the world’s leading candidate” and the company is “already 
carrying out large-scale, mid-stage human trials of the vaccine,” developed at Oxford University. Brazil plans to 
“produce some 30 million doses of the vaccine” by January of 2021, which will be made by Fundagao Osvaldo 
Cruz (Fiocruz), Brazil’s “leading public health organization.” 

The AP (6/27, Carvalho, Savarese) also reported. 


China National Biotec Group Says COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Shows Promise In Phase 
1/2 Clinical Trial. 


Reuters (6/28, Liu, Woo) reports, “China National Biotec Group (CNBG) said on Sunday that early human test 
results for a coronavirus vaccine candidate suggested it could be safe and effective, the second vaccine 
candidate from the firm to show encouraging results in a clinical trial.” The experimental vaccine “has induced 
high-level antibodies in all the inoculated participants in a Phase 1/2 clinical trial involving 1,120 healthy people, 
according to preliminary data of the trial, CNBG said in a posting on” a social media platform. 


New Delhi’s Acting Health Minister Says City Is Facing Shortage Of Trained Healthcare 
Workers. 


The AP (6/27, Ghosal) reported “the acting health minister of India’s capital said that New Deihi is facing a 
shortage of ‘rained and experienced’ healthcare workers, providing a major challenge in a city that is the 
epicenter of the country’s coronavirus outbreak.” 


Scientists Suggest Coronavirus Emerged In Spain In March 2019, But Some Independent 
Experts Doubt The Claim. 


The New York Times (6/26, Zimmer, Minder, 18.61M) reported, “In a study not yet published in a journal, 
scientisis have reported that the new coronavirus was present in wastewater in Barcelona, Spain in March 2019, 
a finding that, if confirmed, would show that the pathogen had emerged much earlier than previously thought.” 
However, “Independent experts who reviewed the findings said they doubied the claim.” They say “the study was 
flawed...and other lines of evidence strongly suggest the virus emerged in China late last year.” 
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China Declares Outbreak In Beijing Contained. 


NBC Nightly News = (8/28, story 7, 2:00, Snow, 3.65M) reported on “the drastic measures China is taking to 
prevent a second wave of coronavirus.” Janis Mackey Frayer added that in Beijing, “the first cluster of a few 
dozen cases trigger[ed] a massive government response, with quarantines and canceled flights.” Now, “two 
weeks later, officials have declared the outbreak contained.” Frayer added, “The key to the strategy here is 
testing. A lot of it.” 


UK Government Considering Lockdown For City After Spike In Number Of COVID-19 Cases. 


The AP (6/28, Kirka) reports “Britain’s government is considering a lockdown for the central English city of 
Leicester amid a spike of COVID-19 cases — the first time that a single U.K. area would face such an extreme 
measure during the pandemic.” The new “lockdown could come within days after 658 new cases were recorded 
in the Leicester area in the two weeks up to June 16. Home Secretary Priti Patel acknowledged in a BBC 
interview Sunday that ministers were considering the move.” 


Hospitals In Venezuela’s Zulia State Seeing Surge In Number Of Coronavirus Patients. 


The AP (6/28, Sanchez) reported “hospitals in the capital of Venezuela’s main oil-producing state [Zulia] are filled 
with coronavirus patients and dozens of health workers have been infected, witnesses said this week in the first 
reports of the pandemic overwhelming the country’s debilitated healthcare system.” 


Pandemic Straining Russia’s Soviet-Era Healthcare System. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/28, Simmons, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reported the pandemic is straining 
Russia’s society-era legacy healthcare system as many healthcare workers claim they are overworked and 
under protected, particularly in rural parts of the country. 


Russia Reports Nearly 6,800 New Coronavirus Cases. 


Reuters (6/28, Stolyarov) reports Russia on Sunday confirmed “6,791 new coronavirus cases, a figure that keeps 
the daily rise below 7,000 for a third day in a row for the first time since late April.” This brings “the cumulative 
nationwide tally to 634,437.” 


Czech Republic Sees Highest Daily Increase In New Coronavirus Cases Since Early April. 


Reuters (6/28, Muller) reports “the daily number of new coronavirus cases in the Czech Republic jumped to 260, 
the highest since April 8, mainly due to surge in an eastern mining region, the Health Ministry said on Sunday.” 
This “latest daily increase is nearly triple the 93 new cases recorded on Thursday.” Overall, “the country of 10.7 
million has confirmed 11,298 cases of the COVID-19 illness, with 347 deaths as of the end of Saturday.” 


Beijing Increasing Coronavirus Testing Capacity, Reaching One Third Of City’s Total 
Population. 


Reuters (6/28, Chow) reporis “Beijing has ramped up coronavirus testing efforts and has tested about a third of 
the Chinese capital's population so far, a city official said on Sunday, as authorities seek to contro! an outbreak 
stemming from a wholesale market in mid-June.” 
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Indonesia Confirms Nearly 1,200 New Coronavirus Cases. 


Reuters (6/28, Teo) reporis indonesia confirmed “1,198 new coronavirus cases and 34 deaths on Sunday, taking 
the total number of infections to 54,010 and fatalities to 2,754, health ministry official Achmad Yurianto said.” 


Brazil Records Nearly 38,700 New Coronavirus Cases. 


Reuters (6/27, Rochabrun) reported “Brazil recorded 38,693 new cases of the navel coronavirus in the past 24 
hours and 1,109 additional deaths, the Health Ministry said on Saturday.” 


Houthis Blaming African Migrants For Spreading Coronavirus, Forcing Them Out Of 
Territory. 


The New York Times (6/28, Yee, Negeri, 18.61M) reports African migrants living in Yemen are being blamed by 
lran-backed militia the Houthis for spreading coronavirus. Houthis are driving “thousands of migrants out of their 
territory at gunpoint over the past three months” and dumping “them in the desert without food or water.” Other 
migrants “were forced to the border with Saudi Arabia, the Houthis’ primary foe, only to be shot at by Saudi 
border guards and detained in prisons where they were beaten, given little food and forced to sleep on the same 
floor that they use as a toilet, migrants said in interviews from prison.” 


European Union To Ban Most American Travelers From Entering Bloc Next Week. 


The Hill (6/26, Seipei, 2.98M) reported “the European Union is set to ban most American travelers from entering 
when the bloc reopens next week, with the U.S. among countries deemed too risky over its recent spike in 
COVID-19 cases.” The exclusion of the US “from a list of countries whose citizens are allowed to enter the EU 
comes as numerous states have reported surging numbers of coronavirus cases in recent weeks, with several 
states seeing ail-time-highs in COVID-19 diagnoses and deaths.” 


South Africa’s Coronavirus Surge Expected To Rise Rapidly. 


The AP (6/28, Meldrum) reports “South Africa’s current surge of COVID-19 cases is expected to dramatically 
increase in the coming weeks and press the country’s hospitals to the limit, the health minister said Sunday 
night.” 


Sweden’s Top Epidemiologist Defends Position On Pandemic Strategy. 


Bloomberg (8/28, Liman, 4.73M)} provides coverage of commenis by Sweden’s state epidemiologist Anders 
Tegnell defending his claim “that the world is only in the first stage of dealing with a long, uncertain battle with 
COVID-19," for which reason Sweden's strategy to “keep much of society open, but train people to observe 
distancing guidelines” offers “the only realistic way to cope in the long run.” 


Mexico’s Health Ministry Confirms Over 4,000 New Coronavirus Cases. 


Reuters (6/29) reports Mexico's health ministry confirmed “on Sunday 4,050 new confirmed cases of coronavirus 
infections and 287 additional fatalities, bringing the total in the country to 216,852 cases and 26,648 deaths.” 


South Korea Calls On Citizens To Stagger Vacation Schedules And Avoid Gatherings As 
COVID-19 Cases Rise. 
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Reuters (6/29, Shin) reporis South Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (KCDC)} Director Jeong 
Eun-kyeong “called on Monday for citizens to stagger vacation schedules ahead of the holiday season and avoid 
gatherings at workplaces and religious facilities, as coronavirus infections from smail clusters persist.” As of 
Sunday, the KCDC “reported 42 new coronavirus cases, for a total of 12,757 cases with 282 deaths.” 


Analysis: Pandemic Reportedly Worsening Climate Crisis. 


Journalist Ishaan Tharoor writes in an analysis for the Washington Post (6/29, 14.2M) that the quarantines 
brought on by the pandemic have led to a “historic plunge in greenhouse gas emissions,” but the idea nature is 
“healing” itself is an illusion. Instead, carbon dioxide levels are the “highest they ve been in human history, and 
possibly higher than in the past 3 million years.” This comes as “giant plumes of Saharan dust” are choking “a 
whole swath of the southern” US, swarms of locusts are ravaging countries in East Africa and paris of South 
Asia, and record warm conditions in Siberia “sparked raging wildfires” earlier this month in the peatlands. The 
pandemic has distracted the public attention away from climate-destructive behaviors. Experts “warn that even 
some of the most well-intentioned governments are behind in meeting carbon-slashing goals, while commitments 
to climate action around the world are not being upheld in any meaningfully consistent or uniform manner.” 


South Africa’s Government Prevails In Suit Challenging Ban On Tobacco Sales. 


Bloomberg (6/26, Prinsloo, 4.73M) reported “South Africa’s government won a legal battle challenging a ban on 
tobacco sales in the country that was imposed in late March as part of lockdown rules, meaning stores won't be 
able to sell cigarettes unt further notice.” South Africa's “Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 
Minister Nkosazana Dilamini-Zuma had ‘a firm rational basis’ to include the prohibition of cigarettes in regulations 
designed to help curb the spread of the coronavirus, the High Court in Pretoria ruled on Friday.” 

Also reporting are the Associated Press (6/27) and the Financial Times (6/26, Nilsson, Cotterill, Subscription 
Publication, 1.34M). 


Over 500,000 People Have Died From COVID-19 Globally. 


USA Today (6/28, Stanglin, 10.31M) reports that “more than a half-million people have now died from COVID-19 
worldwide, and the death toll has doubled in just over seven weeks.” The “grim milesione ~ marked Sunday by 
Johns Hopkins University — is particularly unsettling given warnings by health experis that the pandemic is still in 
its infancy.” Although “China and Europe took the brunt of the early days of the pandemic, the virus is now raging 
in the United States, Brazil, Russia and India.” Meanwhile, health authorities “are possibly missing 10 
coronavirus cases for every one case detected, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Robert 
Redfield estimated Thursday.” 

Reuters (6/28, Wardell, Cadell} reporis COVID-19 “has been particularly dangerous for the elderly, although 
other adults and children are also among the 501,000 fatalities and 10.1 million reported cases.” Over “4,700 
people are dying every 24 hours from COVID-19-linked illness, according to Reuters calculations based on an 
average from June 1 to 27.” 

Among other news outieis reporting on the story are CNBC (6/26, Feuer, 3.62M), The Hill (6/28, Coleman, 
2.98M), HuffPost (6/28, Visser, 1.67M), and the Washington Examiner (6/28, Becker, 448K). 
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Azar Warns “Window Is Closing” To Take Action To Curb Spread Of Coronavirus. 
On Sunday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar was interviewed on NBC’s Meet the Press = (6/28, 10:35 a.m. EDT, 


3.28M) and CNN’s State Of The Union| =! (6/28, 12:03 p.m. EDT, 1.18M). 
NBC News (6/28, Kamisar, 6.14M) reports that “Azar warned Sunday that ‘the window is closing’ to take 


action to curb the spread of the coronavirus as cases across the southern United States continue ‘surging.’”” He 
“said that the country has ‘more tools than we had months ago’ to fight the virus and the disease it causes, 
including new treatments and more personal protective equipment. But he stressed that America is facing a ‘very 
serious situation.” 

CNN (6/28, Stracqualursi, 83.16M) reports that Azar “suggested that the US is better positioned to handle 
the pandemic than before, pointing to increased testing, contact tracing, hospital capacity, reserves of personal 
protective equipment, and advancement toward therapeutics and potential vaccines for the virus.” Meanwhile, 
Azar’s “message differs from that of President Donald Trump, who seems ready to move on from the still-raging 
pandemic, and Vice President Mike Pence.” 

The Hill (6/28, Kiar, 2.98M) reporis that Azar “dismissed the idea that the surge in cases is tied to states 
reopening and iifting restrictions put in place to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus.” He remarked, “This isn't 
about reopening or not reopening. We've got many communities in states that are just as reopened as these 
southern states but aren't experiencing this.” 

Politico (6/28, Ollstein, 4.29M) reports that “Azar didn’t endorse mask mandates, or announce new federal 
iniflatives to combat the spreading coronavirus. But his cail for universal use of masks went beyond any remarks 
made so far by President Donald Trump or Vice President Mike Pence.” 

Among the news outlets also reporting on Azar’s interviews are CNBC (6/28, Newburger, 3.62M)}, Newsday 
(NY) (6/28, Hernandez, 932K), the New York Post (6/28, Moore, 4.57M), the Washington Examiner (6/28, 
Soeilner, 448K), Axios (6/28, 521K), and the Financial Times (6/28, Manson, Temple-Wesi, Subscription 
Publication, 1.34M). 


Azar Says Trump, Administration Would Stand Against Acts Of White Supremacy. 


NBC News (6/28, 6.14M) reports that on Sunday morning, “President Donald Trump promoted a video on 
Twitter” that showed “a man in a golf cart with Trump campaign gear shouting ‘white power.” The video was said 
to be “from the Florida retirement community known as The Villages,” and “featured a parade of golf carts, some 
with pro-Trump signs, driving past anti-Trump protesters who were shouting curses at them.” The tweet was later 
removed from Trump's feed. Reacting to the incident during his interview on CNN's “State of the Union,” HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar “said ‘obviously neither the president, his administration nor | would do anything to be 
supportive of white supremacy or anything’ or the like.” He remarked, “I’ve not seen that, and so | don’t want to 
comment further on that. But obviously the president and | and his whole administration would stand against any 
acts of white supremacy.” 

Also featuring Azar’s reaction are CNN (6/28, Stracqualursi, Westwood, 83.16M), Forbes (6/28, Beer, 
9.71M), TIME (6/28, Mansoor, 18.47M), USA Today (8/28, Cummings, 10.31M), and the Washington Times 
(6/28, Richardson, 492K). 
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Azar Says Administration Does Not Expect To Release Healthcare Plan Until Supreme Court 
Rules On ACA. 


Bloomberg (6/28, Krasny, 4.73M)} reports, “The Trump administration doesn’t expect to release a detailed health 
care plan until the Supreme Court rules on the legality of the Affordable Care Act, said U.S. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar.” He said, “We'll work with Congress on a plan if the ACA is siruck down. We'll see 
what the Supreme Court rules.” 

Newsweek (6/28, Georgiou, 1.53M) also reports. 


Interviews Said To Exemplify White House’s “Contradictory Positions” On Coronavirus 
Pandemic. 


The New York Times (6/28, Cameron, Kaplan, 18.61M) reports that both Vice President Mike Pence and HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar “continued to assert on Sunday that reopenings in many states were not causing the sharp 
rises in coronavirus cases, but rather that increased testing was uncovering more and more infections.” But, the 
Times says, “their position was disputed by other public health experis, who said that broadened testing is 
revealing not only more total cases, bul also a higher rate of positive cases.” For example, on “Fox News 
Sunday,” former CDC head Dr. Thomas R. Frieden, said, “There’s also no doubt that the virus has the upper 
hand.” The coronavirus pandemic “remained a major topic” on the Sunday talk shows, and “the comments by Mr. 
Pence, Mr. Azar and Dr. Frieden exemplified the contradictory positions taken by the White House.” 


Trump Administration To Continue Providing Funding For Five Coronavirus Testing Sites In 
Texas. 


ABC News (6/26, Siegel, Flaherty, 2.97M) reported that on Friday, the Trump Administration said it intends “to 
mainiain several coronavirus testing sites in Texas, after a bipartisan group of lawmakers and county officials 
pushed back on plans to sunset federal support.” HHS “said it had granted a two-week extension to support five 
sites that were scheduled to transition to state control on June 30.” The decision to end federal suppori for the 
sites, “which the Department of Health and Human Services said was made after consultation with governors in 
the respective states, sparked criticism from lawmakers in both parties.” 

CNN (6/26, Vazquez, 83.16M) reported that Assistant Secretary for Health Admiral Brett P. Giroir said, 
“Federal public health officials have been in continuous contact with our public health leaders in Texas, and after 
receiving yesterday's request for an extension, have agreed to extend support for five community-Based Testing 
Sites in Texas.” He added, “We will continue to closely monitor Covid-19 diagnoses and assess the need for 
further federal support of these sites as we approach the extension date.” 

Politico (6/26, Lim, 4.29M) reported that the “administration is reversing lis decision to cut federal support 
for five drive-thru coronavirus testing sites in Texas this month after a formal request from Gov. Greg Abbott and 
criticism from Sens. John Cornyn and Ted Cruz.” The article said “Comyn and Cruz wrote to HHS Secretary Alex 
Azar and FEMA Administrator Peter Gaynor Thursday requesting that the administration reverse the decision, 
citing the rise in cases.” However, it remains to be seen what will happen after the additional two weeks come to 
an end. 
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Among other news outlets covering the story are Reuters (6/28, Heavey), The Hill (6/26, Weixel, 2.98M)}, 
Forbes (6/26, Durkee, 9.71M), the Dallas Morning News (8/26, Blum, 946K), and the Houston Chronicle (6/26, 
Wermund, 730K). 


New York State Reported Only Five Coronavirus Fatalities On Saturday. 


The AP (6/28) reports “five people died Saturday from the coronavirus in New York siate, the lowest daily death 
toll the state has reported since March 15.” The death tall reported on Saturday “compared to 13 fatalities the 
day before as the number of fatalities caused by the virus continues to plummet in the state.” Furthermore, 
“ewer than 900 patients were hospitalized Saturday for COVID-19, down fram a peak of over 18,000 in April.” 
HHS “Secretary Alex Azar stressed that ‘the window is closing’ for the U.S. to take action to effectively curb the 
coronavirus.” 


Analysis: Possibility Of Churches Facilitating Spread Of Coronavirus Poses Dilemma For 
Trump. 


Politico (6/28, Orr, 429M) reports that one month after President Trump “ordered the nation’s governors to 
immediately reopen churches, his administration is facing a difficult dilemma.” Clusters of coronavirus cases are 
appearing in “counties across the U.S. where in-person religious services have resumed, triggering questions 
about whether his administration should reassess its campaign to treat houses of worship the same as other 
essential businesses, or leave them alone and risk additional transmission of the deadly coronavirus — including 
in communities that are largely supportive” of the President. Trump’s “predicament” is that “many of his Christian 
supporiers rushed to embrace the country’s reopening,” but “now, re-imposing previous restrictions to protect 
other Americans could impair the president's relationship with his own base.” On Friday, HHS “Secretary Alex 
Azar said federal, state and local officials ‘have a lot of work ahead’ to prevent a second viral wave as 
businesses reopen and small social gatherings are once again permitted.” 


Nursing Homes, Assisted Living Facilities Receiving “Very Different” Treatment From US 
Government, Advocates Say. 


ABC News (6/29, Pecorin, 2.97M} reports that “while nursing homes and assisted living facilities perform many of 
the same functions in service of the nation’s aging population — and both have felt the ravages of the coronavirus 
~ they are receiving very different treatment from the federal government, according to elder care advocates.” So 
far, “only nursing homes have been thrown a lifeline, to the tune of nearly $5 billion in economic aid and federal 
disaster shipments of much-needed protective equipment. Assisted living facilities have received no direct 
federal help.” In May, HHS “granted $4.9 billion in funding to nursing home facilities. None of that funding went to 
assisted living facilities.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar had said, “This funding secured by President Trump will help 
nursing homes keep the seniors they care for safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.” 


Trump Signs Executive Order Expanding HHS’ Work Supporting Foster Children. 


The Center Square (IL) (6/27, Blankley) reported that Trump’s executive order expanding HHS’ efforts to assist 
foster children is being praised by many state governors, both Republican and Democrat. Speaking on the order, 
HHS Secretary Alex Azar commented, “Since the president took office, we have focused on promoting adoption 
unlike any previous administration, and we’ve begun to see resulis. The president's executive order lays out bold 
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reforms for our work with states, cormmunities, and faith-based partners to build a brighter future for American 
kids who are in foster care or in crisis.” 


Ousted BARDA Director Files Whistleblower Lawsuit Against HHS. 


BioPharma Dive (6/26, Gardner) reported that “Rick Bright, the ousted director of the Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Authority, has filed new claims in his whistleblower lawsuit against the Department 
of Health and Human Services, charging that HHS Secretary Alex Azar sought to undermine him and narrow his 
role in his new job coordinating coronavirus diagnostics.” 


Airline Execs Fail To Obtain White House Commitment To Mandate Temperature Checks 
For Passengers. 


Reuters (6/26, Shepardson, Rucinski) reported that US airline executives on Friday met with Vice President 
Pence and other Administration officials, including Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao and HHS Secretary 
Alex Azar, “but did not come away with any commitments from the White House on mandating temperature 
checks for airline passengers.” The article said the “administration is open to the idea of having the 
Transportation Security Administration conduct the tests, but there are still many unanswered questions, 
including what would happen to passengers who had high fevers and were denied boarding and how to pay for 
the screening.” 


Demand For Dexamethasone Rises In Wake Of UK Study. 


ABC News (6/26, Lee, Salzman, 2.97M) reporied that following a UK study finding that dexamethasone 
“increased survival in severely ill COVID-19 patients who needed help breathing,” demand for the medication 
“increased by over 600% in the U.S.” while worldwide, according to World Health Organization Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus “demand for the drug ‘surged.” It is, added ABC, “the second pharmaceutical 
treatment that has been demonstrated to work for COVID-19.” Because of that, on Friday, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Alex Azar said that it “has been added to treatment guidelines, and the Infectious Disease 
Society of America Thursday announced that doctors should consider using the steroid in hospitalized patients 
with COVID-19." ABC added that it was shown to help only those “patienis who have severe COVID-19 and 
need help breathing.” Dr. Rajesh T. Gandhi, a fellow of the infectious diseases society of America, is cited saying 
that the best way to prevent shoriages of supplies and siresses on hospitals is to reduce the need by flattening 
the curve. 


Arizona Sees Record Number Of Coronavirus Cases In A Single Day. 


The AP (6/28) says “Arizona health officials reported 3,858 more confirmed coronavirus cases on Sunday, the 
most reported in a single day in the state so far and the seventh time in the last 10 days that daily cases 
surpassed the 3,000 mark.” The state’s “Department of Health Services also reported 9 additional deaths.” The 
new cases and deaths “pushed Arizona’s documented COVID-19 totals to 73,908 cases and 1,588 known 
deaths.” 

Residents Af Arizona Nursing Facilities Remain At “High Risk” For Coronavirus infection. 
CNBC (6/28, Kim, 3.62M} reports that “as the coronavirus continues to spread across the U.S., causing dramatic 
spikes in the number of new cases in states that have reopened, the older population may have to prepare 
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themselves for another round of quarantine.” With over “140 nursing facilities currently operating in Arizona, the 
state’s mosi vulnerable population group remains at a high risk of getting infected and potentially starting an 
outbreak.” As of June 14, “CMS reported that in Arizona nursing homes, there have been 792 residents who 
have tested positive for Covid-19 and at least 215 deaths.” 


Actual Numbers Of Coronavirus Infections May Be More Than 10 Times Higher Than 
Reported Figures, CDC Data Indicate. 


The New York Times (6/27, Mandavilli, 18.61M) reported, “The number of coronavirus infections in many parts of 
the United States is more than 10 times higher than the reporied rate, according to” CDC data. Specifically, “the 
difference between recorded infections and the actual prevalence in the data was highest in Missouri, where 
about 2.65 percent of the population was infected with the virus as of April 26, although many people might not 
have felt sick.” That “number is about 24 times the reported rate: nearly 162,000 compared with the 6,800 
thought to have been infected by then.” Dr. Fiona Havers, the head of the CDC’s study, said, “This study 
underscores that there are probably a lot of people infected without knowing it, likely because they have mild or 
asymptomatic infection.” CDC Director Robert Redfield said, “Our best estimate right now is for every case 
reported there were actually 10 other infections.” 


Gottlieb Predicts Rise In Number Of Daily Coronavirus Deaths. 


CBS News (6/28, Quinn, 3.68M) reports former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb “warned Sunday there will 
likely be an increase in the number of daily deaths from the coronavirus as states report spikes in the number of 
new infections.” He said on “Face the Nation” that “we’re going to have many weeks ahead of us of continued 
growth in these cases, at least two or three weeks, even if we take aggressive actions right now, which across 
the board we're not doing.” Gottlieb added, “And | know a lot of the discussion right now is that these cases are 
clustered in younger people, so deaths are actually coming down, but that’s not likely to stay that way. This 
spread is likely to seep into more vulnerable communities and we're likely to see total daily deaths start to go 
back up again.” 

The Hill (6/28, Budryk, 2.98M) reports that “in states that have imposed resirictions in response to increased 
cases, Goltleb said, ‘the action is much weaker than a stay-ai-home order.” He added, “I think that these states 
have some difficull weeks ahead.” 


Former CDC Director Says Coronavirus Still Has “Upper Hand.” 


Bloomberg (6/28, Donnan, 4.73M) reporis that during “an interview with Fox News Sunday,” former CDC Director 
Tom “Frieden said the [coronavirus] continued to have the ‘upper hand,’ even as he acknowledged Americans 
had become tired of the restrictions needed fo contain it.” Frieden stated, “We're all sick and tired of staying 
home. But you know what? The virus is not tired of making us sick.” He added, “We are moving too fast. ... ifs 
like leaning into a left hook. You are going to get hit hard. And that’s what is happening.” A decision “by the EU to 
restrict travel from the U.S. was the inevilable result of the continuing spread in America, [former FDA 
Commissioner Scott] Gottlieb said.” Meanwhile, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “said on CNN’s ‘State of the Unior’ 
that the ‘window is closing’ to control the spread of the virus.” 
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The Hill (6/28, Budryk, 2.98M) reports “Frieden warned Sunday that despite an optimistic tone from the 
White House, there is ‘no doub? the coronavirus ‘has the upper hand.” Frieden said, “This virus is not going to 
go away on iis own, we have to stop that, and only we can do that by working together.” 

HuffPost (6/28, Miller, 1.67M) reports Frieden “said the recent surge in coronavirus cases across parts of 
the country is the result of the virus’s spreading, not increased testing, as President Donald Trump has argued.” 
He said, “As a doctor, a scientist, an epidemiologisi, | can tell you with 100% certainty that in most states where 
you're seeing an increase, it is a real increase.” 

Axios (6/28, Knutson, 521K) reports Frieden “told ‘Fox News Sunday’ that the new surge in coronavirus 
cases is the result of states lifting their lockdown measures too quickly.” He said, “When we see Arizona, Texas, 
Florida, South Carolina ~ they are currenily in a rapid upswing. And, sad to say, this is going to continue fo get 
worse for weeks because the physical distancing that they're implementing now will only take effect — you don’t 
see ii for another few weeks. So we're going to see a few more weeks of increases, in all likelihood, in several 
states.” 


BARDA Site Says It Will No Longer Fund Immunomodulators As Its Support As COVID-19 
Treatment Grows. 


BioCentury (6/26, Eaton, Subscription Publication) reported that Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Authority (BARDA) updated its site in early June “to reflect that itis no longer accepting funding 
proposals for immunomodulators to treat COVID-19, or therapeutics targeting lung repair for the disease.” The 
change in BARDA’s stance comes after the “UK approval of anti-inflammatory steroid dexamethasone, which 
reduced mortality by 35% in ventilated COVID-19 patients,” and “as ACTIV ~ a COVID-19 consortium that counts 
BARDA’s parent agency as one of its members — readies to launch a master protocol of immunomodulators this 
month.” 


New York Governor Says Trump Administration “In Denial” About Coronavirus Pandemic. 


The Hill (6/28, Klar, 2.98M) reports, “New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) said Sunday the Trump administration is 
‘in denial’ about the coronavirus pandemic and has failed in mitigating the spread of the virus.” On NBC’s “Meet 
the Press,” Cuomo said, “Hf you listen to what the [Health and Human Services] secretary said, if you listen to 
what the president says, what they said at the White House briefing, they're saying what they said three months 
ago. They're basically in denial about the problem. They don’t want to tell the American people the truth.” 

Politico (6/28, Guida, 4.29M) reports that Cuomo said, “This is a continuation of the first wave, and il was a 
failed effort to stop the first wave in the country.” He added, “This is a virus; it doesn’t respond to politics. You 
can't tweet at it. You have to treat it. And we never did that.” 


Use Of Face Masks Continues To Be Controversial. 


The Wail Street Journal (6/28, Pancevski, Douglas, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports on the controversy 
regarding the use of face masks during the coronavirus pandemic. For instance, in the US, heated political 
debates have been sparked over the use of such masks, despile many staies requiring mask use in certain 
businesses, or when taking public transporiation. 

The AP (6/27, Madhani} reported on “a murky message about one of the critical tools in the fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic.” The piece said, “Further complicating the messaging is that as Trump questions the 
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effectiveness of masks and refuses to wear one in public, Surgeon General Jerome Adams has taken to Twitter 
to declare that ‘i show my patriotism by wearing a face covering in public!” 

inan analysis, CNN (6/28, Harwood, 83.16M) says that Trump's’ “dogged stance” on wearing a mask, 
“mimicked by supporiers, undercuts efforts by public health officials to stop the summer resurgence of 
coronavirus. Thai in turn impedes efforis to revive the US economy, now staggering under the highesi 
unemploymeni rate since the Great Depression.” And, “failures on both fronts has left Trump in a deep hale on 
his pre-eminent priority of winning reelection. And they leave public health experts mystified.” 


Experts’ Worst Fears Realized As COVID-19 Begins To Sweep Through War-Torn, Poverty- 
Stricken Nations. 


The AP (6/29, Imray, Krauss) reports that many experts’ fears are being realized as COVID-19 “gains a foothold 
in poor or war-torn countries ill-equipped to contain it and sweeps through the population.” Experts also “say 
testing is key, but months into the pandemic, few developing countries can keep carrying out the tens of 
thousands of tests every week needed to detect and contain outbreaks.” Lockdowns “have exacted a heavy toll 
even on middle-class families in Europe and North America, and are economically devastating in developing 
countries.” 


Pandemic Stoking Interest In Tax Incentives To Bring Medical Supply Manufacturers Back 
To US. 


Bloomberg BNA (8/29, Wilhelm, Ruoff, O'Neal, 4K} reports “pandemic-induced concerns about the international 
supply chain for face masks, pharmaceuticals, and other medical supplies are stoking renewed interest in tax 
incentives to lure manufacturers back to the U.S.” Advocates and lobbyists “see the next pandemic relief 
package as a potential vehicle for new tax benefits for pharmaceutical and medical manufacturing companies.” 
Some “advocates point to the benefit a tax incentive could have on the economy of Puerto Rico, already a U.S. 
hub for pharmaceuticals and medical supplies.” Meanwhile, supporters “hope the carrot of a tax incentive would 
preempt a ‘Buy America’ approach to discourage the purchase of medical equipment made overseas, which 
wouid be in line with previous trade policy set by the Trump administration.” 


Federal Officials Allowed Flawed COVID-19 Antibody Tests To Be Sold, Investigation Finds. 


CBS’ 60 Minutes (6/28, Alfonsi, 11.55M) reporis that the FDA in March “took the unprecedented step of allowing 
COVID antibody tesis to flood the market without review,” and now the outlet has learned “over the course of a 
three-month investigation... that federal officiais knew many of the antibody tesis were seriously flawed but 
continued to allow them to be sold anyway.” Former FDA Commissioner Dr. Margaret Hamburg told 60 Minutes 
that she thinks the agency made “a mistake because it led to a marketplace that was full of antibody tests of very 
variable quality,” which “certainly could not be trusted in terms of their accuracy.” Eventually, in May, “the FDA 
started pulling tests off the market.” 


FDA Launches Podcast With Episode Focused On COVID-19. 


FiercePharma (6/26, Bulik) reported the Food and Drug Administration “inaugurated its first podcast this week 
with an episode focused, not surprisingly, on” COVID-19. FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn joined FDA Deputy 
Commissioner for Medical and Scientific Affairs Anand Shah “to talk about development of drugs for COVID-19.” 
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However, “Shah described the podcast audience as mainly patients and consumers, and, to that end, the first 
episode focused on the basics of what the FDA does — and even explains healihcare terms used when 
discussing COVID-19, such as clinical trials, antivirals, investigational drugs and emergency use authorizations.” 


Federal Judge Orders Release Of Immigrant Children Held In Los Angeles Family Detention 
Centers. 


The New York Times (6/26, Jordan, 18.61M} reported that, “citing the severity of the coronavirus pandemic, a 
federal judge in Los Angeles on Friday ordered the release of [immigrant children held in the country’s three 
family detention centers.” The judge’s “order to release the children by July 17 came afier plaintiffs in a long- 
running case reported that some of them have tested positive for the virus.” The order “applies to children who 
have been held for more than 20 days in the detention centers run by Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
two in Texas and one in Pennsylvania.” 

Also reporting are the AP (6/26, Merchant}, ABC News (6/27, News, 2.97M), CNBC (6/27, Romero, 3.62M), 
NPR (6/26, Romo, 3.12M), and USA Today (6/28, Tyko, 10.31M). 


Tennessee Alters Treatment Rationing Rules After Federal Complaint. 


The New York Times (6/26, Fink, 18.61M} reported health officiais in Tennessee on Friday “announced sweeping 
changes to quidelines...on who would get lifesaving treatments, and who would not, if resources fell dramatically 
short during a medical crisis like the coronavirus pandemic.” According to the Times, Tennessee’s change “came 
after disability groups filed a federal civil rights complaint, arguing that key features of the plan were 
discriminatory.” Roger Severino, the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services Office for Civil 
Rights, said, “We think this is a great model and hope other states will follow Tennessee's lead in being 
comprehensive in accounting for the rights of persons with disabilities.” Severino continued, “People with 
disabilities are already more vulnerable to bad outcomes during this crisis.” He added. “This is a time to provide 
more protections, not fewer.” 


Pfizer Sues HHS Over Restrictions On Helping Patients With Copayments For Heart 
Medications. 


Reuters (6/26, Stempel) reported on Friday, Pfizer Inc. sued the US Department of Health and Human Services, 


seeking to “help Medicare beneficiaries afford two drugs to treat” transthyretin amyloid cardiomyopathy, “a rare 
and sometimes fatal heart condition, and which cost $225,000 a year.” The medications are Vyndaqel and 
Vyndamax, and Pfizer contends that the Deparimeni of Health and Human Services’ Office of Inspector General 
“is blocking it from offering financial aid to patients unable to afford copayments...because it views such aid as an 
illegal kickback.” Both drugs have been approved by the US Food and Drug Administration. Pfizer maintains that 
“he government's restrictions violate its constitutional rights to due process and free speech.” 

STAT (6/26, Florko, 24K) reporied Pfizer is suing the HHS “over two long-standing Medicare rules,” that 
prevent “drug makers from directly paying part of seniors’ drug bills,” and prohibit them “from coordinating directly 
with outside charities that offer similar programs.” 


HHS Has Rethought Its Business Practices To Protect Critical Information Transmissions 
With Healthcare Providers During Pandemic. 
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GovernmentCiO (6/25, Ryan) reported that, amid the pandemic, HHS “has had to rethink its business practices 
to protect critical information transmitted internally and externally with health care providers around the country 
as itrelates to the coronavirus pandemic.” On this topic, “HHS CiO Jose Arrieta explained during a webinar...that 
enabling data sharing and maintaining data integrity for researchers and those involved in supporting the 
pandemic response effort remains a top priority.” In order “to address this increasingly imposed threat, HHS 
created a flexible identity and access management authentication layer with commercial off-the-shelf 
technologies and existing licenses to connect and share data securely with other identity and access 
management capabilities across the HHS enterprise, Arrieta said.” 


HHS Executive Director For Innovation Discusses Data-Sharing Efforts To Increase 
Collaboration. 


GovernmentClO (6/26) featured an audio segment including comments by Sanjay Koyani, HHS Executive 
Director for Innovation, discussing how “data-sharing efforis at HHS aim to bring increased collaboration among 
its subagencies and centers.” 


Healthcare Groups Push OIG For Enforcement Discretion Period In Proposal To Impose 
Information-Blocking Penalties. 


Modern Healthcare (6/28, Cohen, Subscription Publication, 214K) reported, “Healthcare groups are pushing 
HHS’ Office of Inspector General to build a period of enforcement discretion into its proposal to impose financial 
penalties on information blockers.” They say “organizations will need time to ask questions and get clarification 
into regulations after a final rule is released, which will take longer than the standard 60-day period between 
when a rule is published and when it takes effect.” This is “compounded by the COVID-19 pandemic, which has 
required many healthcare groups to pivot attention and resources toward the outbreak and away from other 
priorities.” The American College of Cardiology wrote, “A delay in the publication of these processes will put 
providers at a distinct disadvantage and could result in inadvertent information blocking actions.” 


Analysis: FDA Commissioner Passes Important Test During Recent Testimony To House 
Energy & Commerce Committee. 


The Pink Sheet (6/28, McCaughan, Subscription Publication) reports FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn “passed 
an important test during his 23 June testimony to the House Energy & Commerce Commitiee as part of a panel 
of agency heads testifying on the COVID-19 response.” This was Hahn's “first appearance to testify on COVID” 
since a Senate hearing in May, “and his role had been crilicized in absentia during a recent Senate Finance 
Committee hearing, where he opted not to testify on FDA's foreign inspection program with a panel of lower level 
officials appearing instead.” The government witnesses in general — and Hahn particularly — during this most 
recent hearing “were not placed in the hot seat during the event” and critics of the Administration’s pandernic 
response “treated the agency heads with a tone of sympathy rather than launching direct atiacks on them.” 


Analysis: Pressure Building On FDA To Update, Modernize Data Strategy In Wake Of 
Pandemic. 


The Pink Sheet (6/28, Gingery, Subscription Publication) reports pressure has been “building” on the FDA “to 
update and modernize its data strategy, with the coronavirus pandemic only increasing the urgency.” Agency 
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officials “will convene a virtual meeting on 30 June on modernizing the FDA’s data strategy.” Among the “many 
questions the FDA asked of industry concerned the consequences or issues thal could emerge” as the FDA 
moves from “static point-in-time data seis’ fo updating digital data streams for analyses,” according to the 
Federal Register notice. 


FDA Selects AstraZeneca As First Participant In Pilot Program Designed To Make Patient- 
Reported Outcomes From Cancer Clinical Trials Available To Public. 


MedCity News (6/28, DeArment) reports that AstraZeneca has been selected as the first participant to be 
included in the FDA’s Project Patient Voice pilot program, which is “designed to make patient-reported outcomes 
from cancer clinical trials available to the public.” According to MedCity News, “The first clinical trial listed is 
AURAS, a study of 419 patients originally launched in 2014 that compared the non-small cell lung cancer drug 
Tagrisso against platinum chemotherapy.” 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 


Fracking Trailblazer Chesapeake Energy Files For Bankruptcy 

Coronavirus Cases Pass 10 Million Globally 

Texas Tried Reopening Offices Early. It Was Hard Even Before The Coronavirus Surge. 
How Do Doctors Treating Coronavirus Relax? By Playing The Game ‘Pandemic’ 

FAA To Start Boeing 737 MAX Test Flights 

US Presses Europe To Uproot Chinese Security-Screening Company 


New York Times: 


Spies And Commandos Warned Months Ago Of Russian Bounties On US Troops 
‘Feeling Like Death’: Inside A Houston Hospital Bracing For A Virus Peak 
‘They Want To Kill Me’: Many Covid Patients Have Terrifying Delirium 
How The Trump Campaign Is Drawing Obama Out Of Retirement 

How Michael Flynn’s Defense Team Found Powerful Allies 

Why The $6 Billion NYPD Is Now A Target Of ‘Defund The Police’ 
Washington Post: 

In Bolton Vs. Trump, A Clash Of Brawlers 

Pence Urges Mask-Wearing As Cases Soar 

Trump Allies Urge Shift Amid ‘Atrocious’ Polling 

Police Unions And Veterans Resist Change, Ex-Chiefs Say 

Deaths Linked To Russian Bounties 


As Trump Broke Rules, Facebook Retreated 
Financial Times: 


¢ 


Window Is Closing’ To Halt Virus In US, Says Health Secretary 
Germany To Overhaul Accounting Regulation After Wirecard Collapse 
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Hedge Funds Eye New Corporate Siructure In Singapore 
European Economy Faces ‘Long And Bumpy’ Recovery 


Washington Times: 

US Debates Resuming Nuclear Tests On American Soil 

Supreme Court’s LGBTQ Ruling Threatens To Inundate Small Businesses 

Joe Biden’s Basement-Dwelling Strategy Pays Off: ‘Antidote To Donald Trump’ 

‘We're With You’: Pence Backs Gov. Greg Abbott As COVID-19 Slams Texas 

Netanyahu Maintaining Vow To Annex West Bank Land By July 14 

Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News: 

ABC: US-Coronavirus; California-Coronavirus; Pence-Dallas Visit; Texas-Coronavirus; Trump-Controversial 
Tweet; Report-Russia, Taliban Relations; Kentucky-Protests; Severe Weather-Dusi Cioud: Texas-Missing Fort 
Hood Soldier; California-Street Racing Accident; Mississippi-State Flag Changes: COVID-19 Patient Reunites 
With Nurse. 

CBS: Texas-Coronavirus; Pence-Dallas Visit; US-Coronavirus; California-Coronavirus; Global Coronavirus 
Cases; Trump-Coronavirus Response Ratings; Trump-Controversial Tweet; Report-Russia, Taliban Relations: 
Kentucky-Protests; Mississippi-State Flag Changes; Golden State Killer Plea; US-Mail-In Ballots; Dalai Lama- 
Hong Kong Comments; Pediatric Patient Flies On Father’s Plane. 

NBC: US-Coronavirus; Pence-Dallas Visit} Texas-Coronavirus; Repori-Russia, Taliban Relations; Trump- 
Controversial Tweet; Kentucky-Protests; China-Coronavirus Restrictions; Starbucks Pulls Social Media Ads; US 
Schools-Police Reform; Texas-Chef Donates Food Amid Pandemic. 

Network TV At A Glance: 

US-Coronavirus — 8 minutes, 10 seconds 

Report-Russia, Taliban Relations — 4 minutes, 55 seconds 

Kentucky-Protests — 4 minutes, 20 seconds 

Trump-Coniroversial Tweet — 4 minutes, 20 seconds 

Texas-Coronavirus — 3 minutes, 5 seconds 

Pence-Dailas Visit ~ 2 minutes, 55 seconds 

California-Coronavirus ~ 2 minutes, 25 seconds 

Mississippi-State Flag Changes ~ 1 minute, 35 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Mississippi-State Flag Changes; Trump-Controversial Tweet; California-Coronavirus; Coronavirus-Expert 
Comments; New York-Coronavirus. 

CBS: Repori-Russia, Taliban Relations; Global Coronavirus Cases; US-Coronavirus; Mississippi-State Flag 
Changes; FAA- Boeing Test Flights; Virtual BET Awards; Stocks. 

FOX: Global Coronavirus Deaths; Florida-Coronavirus; Texas-Coronavirus; Kentucky-Protesis: Mississippi-State 
Flag Changes. 

NPR: Giobai Coronavirus Cases; US-Coronavirus; Pence-Dailas Visit; Mississippi-State Fiag Changes: 
Kentucky-Protests. 


Ltrhetstel a 


GADB0000003117 


Late Night Political Humor. 


John Offver: “It's been another eventful week, with more elections, this time in New York and Kentucky, 
plagued by long lines, and the Trump Administration trying yet again to dismantle the Affordable Care Act. 
Because if there’s one thing we have too much of right now, it’s healthcare.” 


John Olfver: “And yet, once more, the news has been dominated by the coronavirus ~ among other things, the 
worst thing to happen to weddings since flash mobs.” 


John Olver: [On Mike Pence giving advice on coronavirus measures] “Pence also conspicuously omitted 
‘wearing a mask’ from advice he gave for slowing the spread of the virus. And /ll just never understand why — or 
even how ~ Republicans have made ‘not spreading disease’ into a culture war issue. Honestly, this was a 
missed opportunity. You could’ve printed ‘Make America Great Again’ on a billion red masks and dropped them 
out of helicopters. People would’ve worn them. You're not even capitalizing on a national disaster correctly, 
you...idiots.” 


John Olfver: “And it’s notable that some of the states that were most aggressive about reopening for business, 
like Texas and Florida, are now seeing some of the worst spikes in cases, making their governors’ early 
proclamations of success seem preity ill-advised, perhaps none more so than this from Ron DeSaniis. ... Just as 
a general thought, | badly want Ron DeSantis to go on a lengthy tirade about how he has never been hit by 
lightning and never will be. Come on, Ron, please. You show thai liberal lightning hoax who's bass.” 


National News 


Trump Says Neither He Nor Pence Was Briefed On Alleged Russian Bounties On US 
Troops. 


On Sunday morning, President Trump denied any knowledge that Russia payed bounties to militants in 
Afghanisian to attack US troops, as reporied by the New York Times on Friday, and suggested the report was 
untrue. At 7:28 a.m., the President tweeted, “Nobody briefed or told me, @VP Pence, or Chief of Staff 
@MarkMeadows about the so-called attacks on our troops in Afghanistan by Russians, as reported through an 
‘anonymous source’ by the Fake News @nylimes. Everybody is denying it & there have not been many attacks 
on us, Nobody's been tougher on Russia than the Trump Administration. With Corrupt Joe Biden & Obama, 
Russia had a field day, taking over important parts of Ukraine — Where’s Hunter? Probably just another phony 
Times hit job, just like their failed Russia Hoax. Who is their ‘source’?” At 8:22 a.m., the President retweeted a 
Saturday tweet by former Acting DNI Richard Grenell denying knowledge of the bounties, and wrote, “The Fake 
News @nylimes must reveal its ‘anonymous’ source. Bet they cant do it, this “person” probably does not even 
exist!” 

On Sunday night at 10:40 p.m., the President tweeted, “Intel just reported to me that they did not find this 
info credible, and therefore did not report ii io me or @VP. Possibly another fabricated Russia Hoax, maybe by 
the Fake News @nytimesbooks, wanting to make Republicans look badi!!” 

Tom Llamas reported on ABC World News Tonight = (6/28, story 6, 1:49, 4.17M) that “the White House [is] 
responding to a bombshell report accusing Russia of offering bounties to the Taliban to kil American soldiers in 
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Afghanistan, with President Trump denying he was ever briefed on the allegations.” On NBC Nightly News =| 


(6/28, story 4, 2:00, 3.65M)}, Kate Snow reporied, “There are new bipartisan calls for answers about what 
President Trump and the intelligence community knew about [the] alleged Russian plot.” NBC’s Kelly O’Donneil 
reported that on Sunday, “both the White House and Director of National Intelligence did not dispute the Russian 
bounty itself, but denied the President was briefed.” 

The Washington Post (6/28, Nakashima, Deyoung, Ryan, Hudson, 14.2M) now confirms the Times story, 
reporting that according to “several people familiar with the matter,” Russian bounties “offered to Taliban-linked 
milfants to kill coalition forces in Afghanistan are belleved to have resulted in the deaths of several U.S. service 
members. ... The intelligence was passed up from the U.S. Special Operations forces based in Afghanistan and 
led to a restricted high-level White House meeting in late March, the people said.” The New York Times (6/28, 
Schmitt, Goldman, Fandos, 18.61M)} now reports US intelligence officers and Special Operations forces “alerted 
their superiors as early as January to a suspected Russian plot to pay bounties to the Taliban to kill American 
troops in Afghanistan, according to officials briefed on the matter.” 

Other outlets focus their brief reporis on the President's tweets. The AP (6/28, Berry, Miller) reports Trump 
“denied that he was made aware of US. intelligence officials’ conclusions that Russia secretly offered bounties 
to Taliban-linked militants for killing American troops in Afghanistan. The Trump administration was set to brief 
select members of Congress on the matter on Monday.” USA Today (6/27, Collins, 10.31M) reports the 
President, “facing strong criticism from Democrats,” said that neither he nor Pence “had been briefed on the 
classified assessment. Trump also tried to cast doubt on a New York Times report that said he had been told 
about the matter.” The Washington Times (6/28, Boyer, 492K} reports Trump “said Sunday he wasn’t briefed” on 
the matter. Bloomberg (6/28, Krasny, Brody, 4.73M}, Reuters (6/28, Heavey, Margan), and The Hill (6/28, 


Balluck, 2.98M) also cover the President's response. 

The Washington Examiner (8/28, Dunleavy, 448K) reporis DN] Raicliffe also “denied reports that President 
Trump had been briefed,” saying in a Saturday statement, “| have confirmed that neither the President nor the 
Vice President were ever briefed on any intelligence alleged by the New York Times in its reporting yesterday. 
The White House statement addressing this issue earlier today, which denied such a briefing occurred, was 
accurate. The New York Tires reporting, and all other subsequent news reports about such an alleged briefing 
are inaccurate.” 

On CNN’s State Of The Union = (6/28, 1.3M), former National Security Adviser John Bolton said, “If itis 
true, underline if they are paying surrogates to kill Americans, this is one of the most serious matters | think that 


has arisen in the Trump Administration. ... So what is the presideniial reaction? It is to say ‘not my responsibility, 
‘nobody tald me about it, and therefore to duck any complaints that he hasn’t acted effectively. This is part of the 
problem with President Trump’s decision-making in the national security space. It is just unconnected to the 


reality he’s dealing with. itis about his personal position.” On NBC’s Meet The Press © (6/28, 3.28M), Bolton 
said, “There's a lot we don’t know, so we should be cautious, but what we do know from the President's own 


tweets this morning, to me it looks like just another day at the office of the Trump White House.” The CBS 


Weekend News = (6/28, story 8, 1:06, Yuccas, 1.32M) focused much of its report on Bolton’s commenis. 
Pelosi Calis Report “Totally Outrageous.” House Speaker Pelosi, on ABC’s This Week = (6/28, 
2.98M), said, “This is totally outrageous. You would think that the minute the President heard of if, he would want 


to know more, instead of denying that he knew anything. ... This is as bad as it gets. Yet the President will not 
confroni the Russians on this score, denies being briefed. ... With him, all roads lead to Putin. | dor’t know what 
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the Russians have on the President, personally, politically, or financially; he wants to ignore it.” The Washington 
Times (6/28, Richardson, 492K) covers Pelosi’s comments. 

US Fighter Jets intercepted Russian Planes in Alaskan Airspace On Saturday. The 
Washington Times (6/28, Wolfgang, 492K} reports US fighter jets “again intercepted Russian planes that entered 
the Alaskan Air Defense Identification Zone” on Saturday “and stayed there for eight hours, Pentagon officials 
said, with the Russian reconnaissance aircraft coming within 65 miles of Alaska. It’s the second such incident 
over just the last three days and the 10th so far this year.” 


Supreme Court’s LGBT Ruling Looms Over Small Business. 


The Washington Times (6/28, Swoyer, 492K) reports, “Small businesses are bracing for costly new legal battles 
born of this month’s Supreme Court ruling that expands workplace sex discrimination claims to include lesbian, 
gay and transgender employees.” While most big corporations “already have LGBT protections cemented in 
contracts,” the high court’s “decision threatens to hit some small businesses with litigation in an area that they 
haven't had to deal with until now.” According to the Times, “the small businesses in states where gay, lesbian or 
transgender employees weren't previously protected might not be ready for lawsuits from prospective LGBT 
workers who don’t get hired and claim discrimination.” 


Trump Says “VAST SILENT MAJORITY” Will Boost Him To Reelection. 


The Hill (6/28, Klar, 2.98M) reports that President Trump “predicted Sunday that he will have a ‘big win’ in 
Novernber due to a ‘silent majority.’ ‘THE VAST SILENT MAJORITY [S ALIVE AND WELLH! We will win this 
Election big. Nobody wants a Low IQ person in charge of our Country, and Sleepy Joe is definitely a Low [Q 
person!,’ Trump tweeted Sunday morning.” The Hill added that the post attacking Joe Biden “comes as the 


Democratic candidaie has been beating Trump in recent polls, including surveys of key swing states Trump will 
need to win again in Novernber to keep control of the White House.” 

Fox News: Some GOP Operatives Speculate Trump Could Drop Out Over Lagging Poll 
Numbers. In an online article, Fox News (6/28, Gasparino, O'Reilly, Moynihan, 27.59M) reports, “A stretch of 
lackluster polling for... Trump has some Republican operatives nervous about” his “reelection prospects in 
November — with some even floating the possibility for the first time that” he “could drop out if his poll numbers 
don’t rebound. ‘It’s too early, but if the polls continue to worsen, you can see a scenario where he drops oul,’ one 
GOP operative who asked to remain anonymous told Fox News. ‘I’ve heard the talk but | doubt it’s true,’ another 
said. ‘My bet is, he drops if he believes there’s no way to win.” Trump’s “campaign adamantly denied that the 
president would drop out of the race and criticized polling for allegedly under-sampling Republican voters. ‘This 
is the granddaddy of fake news, Trump campaign spokesman Tim Murtaugh told Fox News.” 

WPost Analysis: Trump, Campaign Pondering Plans For Reviving His “Iimperifed”™ 
Reelection Run. The Washington Post (6/28, Parker, Costa, Dawsey, 14.2M)} reports that President Trump 
“and his campaign team are grappling with how to resuscitate his imperiled reelection effort amid a wave of 
polling that shows him badly trailing [Biden] and losing traction even among core constituencies. Some Trump 
advisers and allies are privately pushing for sweeping changes to the campaign, including the idea of a major 
staff shake-up and trying to convince the president to be more disciplined in his message and behavior. Bui so 
far, the campaign has settled only on incremental changes — such as hiring and elevating a handful of operatives 
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who worked on Trump’s upset victory in 2016 — and has yet to settle on a clear message for his reelection. 
Campaign officials and other advisers are also still struggling with how to best focus their atlacks on Biden.” 
N¥Times Analysis: Trump Losing Support Among “Conservative-Leaning Seniors.” The 
New York Times (6/28, Burns, Glueck, 18.61M) reporis on what it describes as “one of the most important 
maverick voling groups in the 2020 general election: conservative-ieaning seniors who have soured on the” GOP 
“over the past four years. Republican presidential candidates typically carry older voters by solid margins, and” 
during the 2016 race for the White House, Trump “bested Hillary Clinton by seven percentage poinis with voters 
over 55. He won white seniors by nearly triple that margin. Today, Mr. Trump and Biden are tied among seniors, 
according to a poil of registered volers conducted by The New York Times and Siena College. And in the six 
most important battleground states, Mr. Biden has established a clear upper hand, leading Mr. Trump by six 
percentage points among the oldest voters and nearly matching” his “support among whites in that age group.” 


Trump: Voting By Mail “Will Lead To The Most Corrupt Election In USA History.” 


ina Sunday tweet, President Trump wrote, “Absentee Ballots are fine. A person has to go through a process to 
get and use them. Mail-In Voting, on the other hand, will lead to the most corrupt Election in USA history. Bad 
things happen with Mail-ins. Just look at Special Election in Patterson, N.J. 19% of Ballots a FRAUD!” 

Trump Campaign Lawyer: Voting in Person is More Secure Than Voting By Mail. Bill Whitaker 
reported on CBS’ 60 Minutes & (6/28, 8.05M), “Voting absentee or by mail has been growing for decades,” but 


“the practice has become embroiled in political controversy. Democrats want to expand access to mail-in voting. 
President Trump says it’s prone to fraud and threatens his reelection.” Justin Clark, senior counsel for Trump's 
campaign, “told us the Democrats are cynically using the pandemic to expand their voter base with mail-in 
absentee ballots.” Clark: “We have tons and tons of different ways for people to vote if they have a fear of 
COVID-19. We have early vote that goes on for weeks ahead of an election in most places. But make no 
mistake, voling in person is far more secure and safer than voting by mail.” 

Results Of Presidential Election May Se Delayed Due To Heavy Use Of Absentee Ballots. On 
the CBS Weekend News. (6/28, story 12, 2:27, 906K), Jamie Yuccas reported, “While in a pandemic, votes 
casi by mail are expected to set a new record this November. A recent poll found that 64% of Americans support 


expanding mail-in ballots this year.” Yuccas added that “the stakes are high and the wait for a winner could be 
long.” CBS’ Ed O'Keefe said, “Usually, Americans head to the polls on Election Day. ... And then tune in for 
results late later that night. ... But this year, it’s taking days or even weeks for some states to announce winners 
thanks to a record crush of absentee ballot requests from voters unwilling to stand in line during a pandemic. Ii’s 
a warning sign for November. For the second time in 20 years, Americans might not know right away who wins 
the White House.” 


Trump: Biden Camp “Running False Ads.” 


Ina Sunday tweet, President Trump wrote, “Corrupt Joe Biden’s team is running false ads. Almost everything in 
them is a knowing lie, just the opposite of what they are saying, & very much like their Fake News partners!” 
vWTimes Analysis: Biden's “Sasement-Dwelling Strategy” Paying Dividends. The Washington 
Times (6/28, McLaughlin, 492K) reports that Biden's “basement-dweiling strategy appears to be a winning move 
in the presidential race.” Biden “has kept largely out of the public eye over the past three months because of the” 
pandemic, “yet his standing against... Trump has soared. It’s not that volers are enthusiastic about Mr. Biden, but 
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they have become increasingly tired of Mr. Trump. A New York Times poll last week showed that 50% said they 
had a ‘very unfavorable’ view of the president. That was double the rate for Mr. Biden.” T.J. Bucholz, a 
Democratic strategist based in Michigan, told the Times, “I think Napoleon Bonaparte once said it: Never 
interrupt your enemy when they are making a mistake. That is the Democratic strategy right now.” 

Axios’ Swan: Some Aides Pushing For Trump To Rebrand Biden “As A Danger To 
America.” Writing for Axios (6/28, 527K), Jonathan Swan says that “Trump and his top advisers are trying to 


rebrand...Biden as a danger to America — with some aides admitting privately that the ‘Sleepy Joe’ nickname will 
never gin up the visceral reaction they exploiied against ‘Crooked Hillary’ Clinton.” Swan says, “The emerging 
strategy is to claim Biden’s mental faculties are diminished and say he can’t rein in protesters’ most controversial 
excesses, including toppling a Ulysses S. Grant statue, looting stores, burning buildings and vandalizing St. 
John’s Church.” 


NYTimes Analysis: Obama Reemerging At Key Point In Presidential Race. 


The New York Times (6/28, Thrush, Plott, 18.61M) reports that ex-President Obama finds himself “back on a 
political battlefield he longed to leave, drawn into the fight by an enemy, [President] Trump, who is hellbent on 
erasing him, and by a friend, oe Biden], who is equally intent on embracing him.” Stil, “interviews with rnore 
than 50 people in” Obama’s “orbit portray a conflicted combatant, trying to balance deep anger at” Trump “with 
an instinct to refrain from a brawl that he fears may dent his popularity and challenge his place in history. That 
calculus, though, may be changing in the wake of George Floyd’s killing by the police in Minneapolis. As 
America’s first black president...Obama sees the current social and racial awakening as an opportunity to elevate 
a 2020 election dictated by Mr. Trump’s mud-wrestling style into something more meaningful — to channel a new, 
youthful movement toward a political aim, as he did in 2008.” 


Senate Democrats Increasingly Upbeat On Odds Of Retaking Majority. 


The Hill (6/28, Carney, 2.98M) reports, “Democratic senators are feeling increasingly optimistic about their 
chances of winning back the Senate majority in November.” The Hill said “Democrats have seen their odds 
boosted in recent weeks by President Trump’s crumbling poll numbers amid widespread criticism of his handling 
of the twin crises of the coronavirus pandemic and widespread anger over police brutality toward African 
Americans.” Of Democrats’ odds of retaking the majority, Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) told The Hill, “I feel good about 
them, | do. | mean certainly better than a year ago.” And Sen. Chris Murphy (D-CT) “said he was feeling ‘better 
than | have in the last year and a half about the party’s” odds. Said Murphy, “The playing field is getting bigger, 
Trump's numbers continue to be in free fall, our candidates are outraising Republican incumbents everywhere. | 
don’t know that we could be better in a position than we are today.” 


Copyright 2620 by Bulletin intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Cantent is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and focal television programs, radio broadcasts, social-rnedia platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third pariy social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to ihe respective plaiform’s terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NIH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 


GADB0000003117 


creates custom briefings for gavernment and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.corn, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 


GADB0000003117 


From: Bulletin Intelligence [HHS@Bulletinintelligence.com] 

Sent: 6/19/2020 11:33:16 AM 

To: Hail, Bill (HHS/ASPA) [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bfcfc3cfebe2406793416ead1ed9fa78-bill.hall.o]; Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E] 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d317f5626934585b3692a1823c1b522-mylesr] 

Subject: NIH News Briefing for Friday, June 19, 2020 

Attachments: NlHNewsBriefing200619.doc 


Click to access online version optimized for diferent mobile platforms, audio version, and fully searchable archives of NIM 
News Briefings. 


GADB0000003167 


| | 


FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 


BATE: FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2028 7:30 AM EDT 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIA News 


« Coronavirus Attacks The Lungs. A Federal Agency Just Halted Funding For New Lung Treaiments. 
* NIH Requires Disclosure About Sexual Harassment By Grantees. 
* U.S. Academic Research Funding Stays Healthy Despite Pandemic. 
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* Lauren Green: Meet Dr. Francis Collins, A Man Of Science And Faith, Leading Race To Find COVID-19 
Vaccine. 

* Football May Not Happen At All This Year, Fauci Warns. 

« Florida Shows Signs As Next Coronavirus Epicenter As Cases Spike Across The Country. 

° Coronavirus Antibodies May Last Only Two To Three Months After Infection, Study Suggesis. 

« Trump Preparing To Hold Campaign Raily in Tulsa As COVID-19 Cases Spike. 

* Fauci Warns Of ‘Anti-Science Bias’ Being A Problem In US. 

* Trump's Coronavirus Task Farce is Absent As States Struggle With Worsening Outbreaks. 

* Anthony S. Fauci ‘We Are Still In The First Wave’ Of Coronavirus. 

* Fauci, Health Chiefs To Appear Before Senate Panel On June 30. 

* Fauci Defends Coronavirus Lockdowns As Saving ‘Millions Of Lives’. 

«White House Denies CNN’s Request To Interview Fauci. 

« Fauci Will Oppose Any Rush To Announce COVID-19 Vaccine Before ‘Scientifically Sound’. 

° Oklahoma Reports Second Day Of Record-Breaking Coronavirus Cases Ahead Of Trump’s Tulsa Rally. 
«Players At 70 Games, MLB At 60, Manfred Says Deadline Near. 

° What Will A COVID-19 Vaccine Look Like? Don’t Expect A Cure-All, Scientists Say. 

« Coronavirus Spikes Bring States And Cities Back To The Table To Discuss Protection Measures. 

° Trump Supporters And Coronavirus On Crash Course As Infection Rates Spike In Tulsa. 

* Anthony Fauci Lied About Masks; Now He Complains That People ‘Distrust Authority’. 

* Anthony Fauci: Widespread Lockdowns No Longer Needed In US. 

* Opinion: It’s Hard To See NFL, College Football Being Played As Usual This Fall. 

* Fauci: ‘Football May Not Happen This Year’. 

¢ Trump Says ‘We Won't Be Closing Down The Country Again’ As Coronavirus Cases Increase In At Least 14 
States. 

* Trump Says Coronavirus Testing Is ‘Overrated’ And Repeats His Claim That More Testing Makes The US 
‘Look Bad’ As Cases Rise in Many States. 

* Nation's Cancer Chief Warns Delays in Cancer Care Are Likely To Result In Thousands Of Extra Deaths In 
Coming Years. 

° DNA-Based Diets And Nutrigenomics: Do They Really Work? 

« Low-Dose CT Lung Cancer Screening Debated, Despite Evidence. 

* Black Americans Underrepresented in Disease Clinical Trials. 

* Pandemic Vaccines Are About To Face The Real Test. 

« NIH Partners With Israeli Startup To Generate Synthetic COVID-19 Data. 

* FGFR Inhibitor, AZD4547, Misses Primary Endpoint In NCI-MATCH Trial. 

« Gov. Cuomo: Criticism Of NY Nursing Home Deaths A ‘Shiny Object,’ ‘Pure Politics’. 

* Protests Lead To Reassessment Of Inequality In Medical Research. 

«White House Extends Salary Flexibility For Sidelined Scientisis. 

¢ Bacteria Found In Nuclear Reactors Could Be The Secret To Faster, Cheaper Vaccines. 

« ‘Just Scratching The Surface’: Rob Portman Bill Aims To Expose And Prevent Chinese Theft Of US Research. 
* Purdue Startup Awarded Additional Grant In Cancer Research. 

* OMRF Awarded Grant To Study impact Of Coronavirus In Oklahomans. 
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* Prompted By Cleveland Case, Sen. Rob Portman introduces Bill To Crack Down On Chinese Intellectual 
Property Theft. 
° Mulli-University Study On Brain Aging, Alzheimer’s Receives $19M Grant. 


Health & Medical News 

* Senate Holds Confirmation Hearing For Nominal Head Of Operation Warp Speed. 

« General Nominated To Lead Operation Warp Speed Says He Will Base His Decisions On Science, Not Politics. 
° HHS Says Healthcare Providers Who Received COVID-19 Relief Funds Do Not Have To Submit Data By July 
10. 

* White House Officials Reportedly At Odds Over Focus Of Next Stimulus Package. 

« Lawmakers From Both Parties Pushing For $120 Billion In COVID-19 Aid For Restauranis. 

° Minnesota Lawmakers Battle Over How To Use Federal Relief Funds In State. 

« Commentary Says Funds From The CARES Act Have Disproportionately Benefited Wealthy People, 
Companies. 

« Older Adults Face Questions About Retuming To The Workforce Amid COVID-19 Pandemic. 

* Minnesota Health Department Allows Outdoor Visits At Nursing Homes, Long-Term Care Facilities. 

* New Hampshire To Reopen Economy Fully Effective June 29. 

« Connecticut Officials Urge Residents To Get Tesied For COVID-19 As Economy Reopens. 

* Nevada Casinos To Require Guests To Wear Face Masks While Gambling. 

« Michigan Supreme Court Asked To Clarify Whitmer’s Emergency Powers. 

* Maine Reporiedly Reconsidering Plan To Let Bars Open For Indoor Service As Cases Spike In Some Cities. 
« Ohio Has 2M Excess Supply Of Hydroxychloroquine After FDA Revokes Emergency Use Authorization. 

° Vermont Has Been “Relatively Spared” From COVID-19, Unlike Nearby States. 

«US’ Employment-Based Health Insurance System Could Be Liability During Coronavirus Battle. 

* Ohio Correctional institution Sees Largest Coronavirus Outbreak Among US Facilities, Analysis Indicates. 

* Officials In Orange County, California Monitoring Jumps In Coronavirus Hospitalizations. 

* Minnesota Officials Report 19 New COVID-19 Deaths. 

* Rise in Cases Of Coronavirus In North Carolina Heavily Impacting People Aged 25 To 49. 

* Missouri Sees Largest Two-Day COVID-19 Death Toll Yet. 

* Hawaii Reporis Largest One-Day Jump In Coronavirus Cases In Two Months. 

* Ohio Seeing “Worrisome’ Increase in Coronavirus Cases In Five Counties, Governor Says. 

° LA County Opens Investigation As More Consiruction Workers Involved In SoFi Stadium Project Tesi Positive 
For COVID-19. 

° Arizona Faces Wildfires As Coronavirus Cases Reach Record High. 

« Coronavirus Cases Rapidly Rising Among Latinos. 

* Colorado Governor Warns State Could See Significant Increase In Number Of New Coronavirus Cases. 
«Idaho Sees More Than 100 COVID-19 Cases In One Day For First Time In Over Two Months. 

* Florida’s Largest Group Home For Foster Children Linked To 18 Cases Of COVID-19. 

* Editorial: Coronavirus “is Not Done” With US, But Americans Are Done With It. 

* Opinion: States Should Keep Reopening Economies; Healthy People Should Go Back To Work. 
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* Person Who Did Not Obey Quarantine Procedures In Alaska May Have Caused Broad Community Spread Of 
COVID-19, Officials Say. 

* Number Of COVID-79 Hospitalizations In Massachusetts Falls To About A Quarter Of April Figures. 

« Arizona Sheriff Who Called Stay-At-Home Order Unconstitutional Tests Positive For COVID-19. 

° Protests Have Not Yet Led To Marked Increase in COVID-19 Cases, Early Data indicate. 

« Migrant Workers Could Spread Coronavirus From Southern Florida To The US’ East Coast, Into Midwest. 
* Role Of Children In Transmitting SARS-CoV-2 Remains Uncertain. 

* California, North Carolina, US Citles Making Mask Use Mandatory Amid Rise In Coronavirus Cases. 

* Visitors, Residents In Florida Keys Must Now Wear Face Masks Until June 20271. 

* Texas Governor Permits Austin Mayor To Require Businesses To Mandate Face Masks. 

« Some Anti-Vaccine, Anti-Mask Activists Reportedly Targeting Public Health Officials In Contra Costa County, 
California. 

« Arizona Governor Gives Local Governments Power To Require Face Masks. 

° Oregon’s Most Populous Counties Requiring Face Masks In Public Indoor Spaces Next Week. 

«lowa Governor Says State Is Strongly Recovering From Pandemic. 

* Virginia Governor Says Phase Three Of Reopening Plan Will Not Begin Before June 26, Outlines Easing Of 
Restrictions. 

° Face Covering Debate Increasingly Becoming Politicized. 

* LA County Alows More Businesses To Reopen On Friday. 

* Knightdale, North Carolina Requires Face Coverings Amid Pandemic. 

* North Carolina Governor Considering Rule Requiring Face Mask Usage. 

* North Carolina Lacks Sufficient Contact Tracing Resources, Analysis Says. 

« Jewish Camp Owners Sue New York Governor Over Sleepaway Camp Ban. 

* Members Of Massachusetts Gym Still Exercising In Facility Despite No Running Water, Power. 

* California Governor Orders Citizens To Use Face Masks In Most Indoor Settings, Sometimes Outdoors. 

« Officials Say Many NYC Businesses Will Reopen On Monday. 

* Many New York City Residenis Reportedly Breaking Social Distancing Rules. 

« North Carolina Lawmakers Send Governor Third Reopening Bill. 

e Johnson & Johnson Reportedly in Talks With Governments And Global Organizations Over Potential 
Coronavirus Vaccine. 

* Roche Arthritis Medicine Tocilizumab Fails To Help Patients With COVID-19 In New Study. 

* Study: Using Bload Plasma From People Who Recovered Is Safe, Possibly Beneficial Treatment. 

* Treating Severely lll Patients With COVID-19 Appears Safe, Study Finds. 

* FDA Clears Aethion To Run Feasibility Study Of Experimental Device In Patienis With COVID-79. 

«FDA issues Emergency Use Authorizalion For COVID-19 Predictive Screening Tool For Use In ICUs. 

¢ FDA Participating in COVID-19 Diagnostic Evidence Accelerator To Provide Real-World Analyses Evaluating 
PCR, Antibody Tests. 

° Trump Says Face Masks Overraied As Method Of Stemming Spread Of COVID-19. 

« Poll: More Than Half Of Americans Are Critical Of Trump Administration’s Actions On Coronavirus. 

* Opinion: We Need Scientific Experts Now More Than Ever. 

* Trump Administration Spent $7.3 Millon For Test Tubes Thai Are Unusable, Experts Say. 
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* Analysis: Some State, Local Leaders Are Pushing Aside Public Health Officials. 

* Experts Say Trump Adminisiration Has Failed To Protect Workers At Meatpacking Piants. 

* Opinion: Trump Faces Repudiation in November For Performance in Dual Crises. 

« Analysis: Trurnp’s Claim The Coronavirus Pandemic Is Ending Should Not Be Taken Seriously. 

° Trump Administration Returns Conirol Of Strategic National Stockpile To HHS. 

«NYTimes: US Immigration Policies Exacerbating Spread Of Coronavirus In Other Countries. 

* CDC Releases Recommendations Aimed At Protecting Beachgoers From COVID-19. 

* Another 1.5! Workers File For Unemployment insurance. 

* Weailthiest Quarter Of Americans Cut Consumer Spending More Than Any Other Income Group During 
Pandemic, Research Says. 

« COVID-19 Testing Material Contractor Has Reportedly Assembled Items In Unsanitary Conditions. 

* Tech Giants, Start-Ups Rush To Heip Businesses Reopen Using Health-Velling, Tracking Tools. 

« ODC Offers Testing Considerations For Critical Businesses, But Has Noi Dictated Frequency. 

° One Of The Test Makers Warned By The FDA For Selling “Unauthorized COVID-19 Tests,” Says It Has 
Addressed The FDA's Letter With A Series Of Steps. 

* North Carolina Prison Authorities Plan To Test All Inmates For COVID-79. 

« Medtronic, Foxconn Partner To Increase Ventilator Production. 

° Summer Camps Under Pressure As Coronavirus Pandemic Continues. 

* LA Times: Americans Appear To Be Struggling With Slight “Inconveniences” During The Coronavirus 
Pandemic. 

* COVID-19 Threatens Health Of Poll Workers Who Work Upcoming Elections. 

* Profile: S’Klallam Tribe Continues To Work On Creating Drug Treatment Facility, Programs In Area. 
«Women Exposed To High Temperatures, Air Pollution More Likely To Have Premature, Underweight, Or 
Stillborn Babies, Review Study Indicaies. 

* EPA Drops Regulation Of Chemical Linked To Brain Damage In infants. 

«Mylan Wins MS Drug Patent Battle With Biogen In Court Ruling. 

* Gene Therapy Appears To Maintain Levels Of Key Protein In Patients With Hemophilia A For Up To 14 Months, 
Pfizer And Sangamo Say. 

° FDA Approves Ultragenyx’s Burosumab To Treat Tumor-Induced Osteomalacia In Patients Over Two Years 
Old. 

* Epizyme Gets FDA Approval For Tazemetosiat In Relapsed Or Refractory Follicular Lymphoma Patients With 
An EZH2 Mutation. 

* Leaders In Healthcare Worried Delays In Cancer Screening May Cause New Health Crisis Amid Pandemic. 
* Research Suggests Chemotherapy Drugs Accumulate In Different Cellular Compartments. 

« More Research On Quality Of Telehealth Visits Is Needed, Experis Say. 

e Analysis: Some American Women Tuming To Midwives For Birthing Assistance During Pandemic. 

«Amid FDA Decision Not To Ban Menthol Cigarettes, Advocates Pressure Localities To Restrict Or Ban Them. 
* RJ Reynolds, Convenience Siores Suing City Of Edina Over Tobacco Ban. 

« Too Much Sitting May Increase Risk Of Developing Cancer, Study Suggesis. 

* Epic System, Cerner, Meditech Complete Go-Lives For EHR Software Virtually. 

« Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee Recommends Men Reduce Alcohol intake. 
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* independent State Agency Says Roughly One in Nine Pennsylvania Hospital Admissions Were Potentially 
Preventable Last Year. 

* Pandemic Exacerbating Anxiety, Depression Among New Moms, Study Suggesis. 

« Almost 90 Percent Of Americans Think Pharmaceutical Industry Will Use The Coronavirus Pandemic To Raise 
Drug Prices, Poll indicates. 

« High Cost Of Pfizer's Heart Drug Proving Prohibitive Financial Barrier For Many Patients, Analysis Finds. 


Global Health News 

* WHO Hopes Hundreds Of Milllons Of Coronavirus Vaccine Doses Can Be Produced This Year. 

* Richer Countries Working To Secure First Coronavirus Vaccines For Population. 

« Research Consortium In Europe Calls For Clinical Trials To Test Osteoporosis Drug Raloxifene As Potential 
Treatment For Coronavirus. 

« WHO Examining Interim Data From Trial Testing Combination Of Two HIV Drugs As Treatment For Patients 
With COVID-19. 

* China Cancels Flights To, From Beijing As COVID-19 Cases Mount. 

* China Finds Meat, Seafood Trading Sections In Beijing Market Contaminated With Coronavirus. 

* Peruvians Reportedly Turn To Black Market To Buy Oxygen For Loved Ones Sick With Coronavirus. 

* Conditions At German Slaughterhouse Where Workers Got Coronavirus Were Untenable, Official Says. 

* India’s PM Rules Out Nationwide Lockdown As Country Sees Record Spike In Coronavirus Cases. 

«UK Will Switch To Apple, Google Model For COVID-19 Test-And-Trace App. 

° Pandemic Reveals Fragility Of European Unity, Merkel Says. 

« Canada Introducing Coronavirus Tracing App Next Month. 

° Turkish Authorities Make Masks Mandatory In Istanbul, Ankara. 

« Rights Group Urges Egyptian Authorities To Stop Harassing Physicians Criticizing Government's Coronavirus 
Response. 

* UN Refugee Head Says He’s Very Worried About Coronavirus’ [mpact In Latin America. 

« Only 6.1% Of People In Sweden Have COVID-19 Antibodies, Research Shows. 

* Swedish Health Officials Investigating Treatment Of Older Patients In Nursing Homes. 

* UK, Australian Prime Ministers Agree On Need To Investigate Origins Of Pandemic. 

* Russia Preparing For New Wave Of Coronavirus Infections. 

« Russia Sharply Revises Up Number Of Coronavirus Deaths Among Medical Workers. 

* international Health Groups Praise Laos For lis Pandemic Response, Declaration Of Being Free From Virus. 
« Mexico Drug Cartels Exploiting Security Void Amid Pandemic To Seize Control Over Drug Trade. 

° Canada’s Coronavirus Case Tally Surpasses 100,000. 

«UN Warns Of Lack Of Funding For lis Coronavirus Pandemic Aid Transportation. 

* Brazil Fast Approaching One Million COVID-19 Cases. 

« Hondurans Skeptical Of Claims President Has Been Hospitalized With COVID-19. 

« China Publishes Coronavirus Genome Data For Beijing Qutbreak. 

* Chinese Manufacturer Accused Of Selling More Than 140,000 “Bogus” KN96 Masks. 

* Half Of World’s Population Being Exposed To Higher Levels Of Air Pollution, Research Claims. 

* WHO Says Africa Has Eradicated Wild Polio Virus In Region. 
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HHS in the News 

* Number Of Daily Coronavirus Deaths in US Drops To Lowest Level Since March, Bui Multiple States Seeing 
Rise In Cases And Deaths. 

® HHS Awards $107 Million To Boost Healthcare Workforce In Rural, Underserved Areas. 

* Fact Check Examines Azars Claim About FDA’s Decision To Revoke Its Emergency Use Authorization For 
Hydroxychioroguine in COVID-19. 

° US Officiais Explore Question Of Whether Latinos Are To Blame For Regional Coronavirus Spikes. 

« Dernocratic Lawmakers Question Why More Coronavirus Relief Hasn’t Been Spent On Nursing Homes. 

* Nursing Home Residents Account For Over A Quarter Of Coronavirus Deaths In US, Data Indicate. 

« Gottlieb: Hard-Hit Regions “On The Cusp Of Losing Control” Of Coronavirus Amid Pandemic. 

° Millions Of Pills Of Hydroxychloroquine Sulfate, Chloroquine Phosphate Are In Limbo After FDA Withdraws 
Emergency Use Authorization. 

* HHS-OIG Says ORR Had Inadequate Safety Measures For Immigrant Children In Its Care. 

* Task Force Seeks To Ensure Telehealth Services Continue To Be Available, Safe For Patients. 

* Most Patients Anticipate Continued Use Of Telehealth After COVID-19 Ends, Poll Indicates. 

* Analysis: FDA Moving Away From Using Zoom Over Security Concerns. 

* CBER Director Says Lack Of Ciear Regulatory Structure [s Holding Back Development Of Gene Therapies. 
° European Governments Working With US To Overhaul WHO, Official Says. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
«Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

«Trump Decries “Highly Political” SCOTUS Ruling On DACA, Calls For “New Justices.” 

* Democrats Unveil $1.5T Infrastructure Bill. 

«In Autobiography, Top Donor To Pro-Trump Super PAC “Used Racial Stereotypes To Describe” Blacks. 
* Advertisers Fiee Carlson's Fox Program While Ratings Remain Steady. 

« Gaetz Reveais He Has A Cuban-American Son. 

* Fox News National Poll Biden Leads Trump 50%-38%, Up From An Eight-Point Edge In May. 

« Trump Says He Wil Only Lose lf Democrats Exploit Mail-In Voting. 

* Trump Campaign Wants Four Debates. 

* Trump Campaign Ad: Biden “Received Endorsements By Osama Bin Laden.” 

* Biden Airing Ads In Six States Trump Carried In 2046. 

* Klobuchar Withdraws From VP Consideration, Urges Biden “To Put A Woman Of Color On That Ticket.” 
« Clarke Mailer Shows NY9 Primary Challenger’s Face “Noticeably Darkened.” 

° Democrat McClellan Announces 2027 Bid For Virginia Governor. 

« Jean Kennedy Smith Dies At 92. 
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Coronavirus Attacks The Lungs. A Federal Agency Just Halted Funding For New Lung 
Treatments. 


The New York Times (6/19, Thomas, 18.67M) reports that “when the coronavirus kills, it attacks the lungs, filling 
them with fluid and robbing the body of oxygen.” In X-rays of the chest, “clear lungs turn white, a sign of how 
dangerously sick patients are.” However, “earlier this month, the Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Authority, or BARDA...abruptly notified companies and researchers that it was halting funding for 
treatments for this severe form of Covid-19." Dr. Luciana Borio, former acting chief scientist at the FDA, said, “I's 
not unreasonable, what they are doing.” Meanwhile, HHS spokeswoman Elleen Kane said, “To make the most of 
potential partners’ time and efforts and to communicate clearly about invesiment areas, we are only leaving open 
areas of interest that are of highest priority for H_H.S. right now.” The Times adds that NIH Director Francis 
Collins “said a public-private partnership known as ACTIV — Accelerating Covid-19 Therapeutic Interventions and 
Vaccines — had evaluated more than 400 possible therapeutic interventions for the coronavirus and distilled them 
to six promising candidates for clinical trials that could be funded through President Trump’s ‘Operation Warp 
Speed’ initiative.” 


NIH Requires Disclosure About Sexual Harassment By Grantees. 


Science Magazine (6/19, Kaiser, 427K) reports that the National Institutes of Health (NIH) “will expect institutions 
to report when an investigator is removed from a grant because of harassment findings or allegations” starting on 
June 12. Furthermore, NIH “wants to know when an investigator moves their grant to another institution because 
of sexual misconduct issues.” The requirements will “align NIH’s policies more closely with those of the National 
Science Foundation, although differences remain.” 

Additional Source. In Science Magazine (6/19, 427K), Carrie D. Wolinetz, Michael S. Lauer, and Francis 
S. Collins write concerning the policy changes that the NIH “bears a responsibility to take action to put an end to” 
sexual harassment. They add that the new “guidance should also unmask NiH-funded harassers who seek to 
change institutions without revealing their track record, whether the investigator seeks to take an existing grant to 
a new institution or leaves an existing grant behind for a new PI to take it over.” 


U.S. Academic Research Funding Stays Healthy Despite Pandemic. 


Science Magazine (6/19, Mervis, 427K) reporis, “The coronavirus pandemic has put U.S. higher education in a 
deep financial hole, triggering hiring freezes, benefit cuts, and a slew of other cost-cutting measures designed to 
offset huge projected revenue losses,” but “the money universities receive from others — especially ihe federal 
government — to carry out research” has “remained healthy.” NIH Director of Extramural Research Michael Lauer 
said the agency “went to 100% virtual peer review [of grant proposals] practically overnight, and i's gone 
remarkably well.” However, “NIH estimates $10 billlon has simply ‘disappeared’ from its budget as a result of lost 
productivity, Director Francis Collins told a Senate panel last month.” 


Lauren Green: Meet Dr. Francis Collins, A Man Of Science And Faith, Leading Race To Find 


COVID-19 Vaccine. 


In an opinion in Fox News (6/18, 27.59M), Lauren Green writes that NIH Director Francis Callins is concerned by 
the “you have Faith, and | have Reason” dichotomy. Collins says, “It is troubling, really, that this is seen as such 


GADB0000003167 


an anomaly because that’s not been the case down through most of the last many centuries of science, where 
most scientists were also people of faith.” Speaking during Green’s podcast “Lighthouse Faith,” Collins said, “So 
if you want to be limiting yourself to the questions that science is good al answering. Thal means you're only 
studying natural things. That means you're kind of saying nothing else matters or could actually be true. And | 
think that's an impoverished view of what we as humans might be interested in trying to explore.” 


Football May Not Happen At All This Year, Fauci Warns. 


CNN (6/48, Sterling, Gupta, 83.146M) reports Dr. Anthony Fauci, “director of the National institute of Allergy and 
infectious Diseases, tells CNN’s Chief Medical Correspondent Dr. Sanjay Gupta: that ‘football may not happen 
this year.” Fauci said, “Unless players are essentially in a bubble — insulated from the community and they are 
tested nearly every day — it would be very hard to see how football is able to be played this fall. If there is a 
second wave, which is certainly a possibility and which would be complicated by the predictable flu season, 
football may not happen this year.” 

Additional Sources. CBS News (6/18, 3.68M) reports that in response to Fauci’s comments on 
Thursday, NFL Chief Medical Officer Dr. Allen Sills “released a statement saying the league is developing a 
rapid-resulis testing program and rigorous protocols.” Sills’ staternent on the NFL's website said: “We will make 
adjustments as necessary to meet the public health environment as we prepare to play the 2020 season as 
scheduled with increased protocols and safety measures for all players, personnel and attendees.” 

Reuters (6/18) reporis that some NFL coaches “want the 2020 regular season delayed due to the 


coronavirus pandemic, ESPN’s Ed Werder reporied.” Of the three “unnamed NFL head coaches Werder queried, 
one suggested a delay to the start of the season and another completely doubted the league could play in the 
midst of COVID-19 outbreaks.” The third coach, “per Werder, said the situation was ‘scary.” 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: The Washington Post (6/18, Maske, 14.2M), the New 
York Times (6/18, Belson, 18.61M), Reuters (6/18, Keating}, Bloomberg (6/18, 4.73M), the Los Angeles Times 
(6/18, 4.64M), USA Today (6/18, Bumbaca, 10.31M), Fox News (6/18, Dedaj, 27.59M)}, Forbes (6/18, Gavazzi, 
9.71M), Forbes (6/18, Beer, 9.71M), in a separate article, the Boston Globe (6/18, Volin, 972i), the Houston 
Chronicle (6/18, Young, 730K), The Hill (6/18, Guzman, 2.98M}, the Inquirer (PA) (6/18, Cole, 347K), Newsday 
(NY) (6/18, Glauber, 932K), the New York Daily News (6/18, Young, 2.52M), the New York Post (6/18, Braziller, 
4.57M), the Washington Examiner (8/18, Brest, 448K), the Washington Times (6/18, Paras, 492K), the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer (6/18, 895K), and the Daily Caller (6/18, Overhultz, 716K). 


Florida Shows Signs As Next Coronavirus Epicenter As Cases Spike Across The Country. 


CNN (6/18, Holcombe, Sanchez, 83.165M) says “Florida reported 3,207 additional coronavirus cases on Thursday 
~ the largest single-day count in the state since the pandemic, according to the state health department.” Florida 
“has ‘all the markings of the nexi large epicenter of coronavirus transmission,’ and risks being the ‘worst it has 
ever been,’ according to projections from a model by scientists at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and the 
University of Pennsylvania.” Former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said on MSNBC on Thursday, “What 
we're looking at is the reality that we’re going to have rolling outbreaks.” For his part, NIAID Director Anthony 
Fauci is quoted as saying Wednesday, “One of the problems we face in the United States is that unfortunately, 
there is a combination of an anti-science bias that people are ~ for reasons thai sometimes are, you know, 
inconceivable and not understandable — they just don’t believe science and they don’t believe authority.” 
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Additional Sources. The New York Times (6/18, Deb, 18.61M) reports “the N.B_A. will attempt to restart 
its season with a single-site competition at Walt Disney World,” and “the N.B_A. won't be alone in Florida, of 
course. Major League Soccer will resume iis own season at Walt Disney World on July 8, even before the 
basketball players arrive.” The Times asks, “Is Florida the best place to stage major sporis competitions involving 
hundreds of participants as the number of cases continues {fo rise?” 

The New York Post (6/18, Woods, 4.57M) reports Gov. Ron DeSantis (R} “has attributed the state’s recent 
increases to the testing of ‘high-risk’ individuals like farmworkers in rural counties, as well as prisoners, and 
residents of long-term care facilities — but he mentioned separately that long-term-care cases were flat.” Stil, the 
governor “has said that the state will not shut down.” 

in a separate piece, the New York Post (6/18, O'Neill, 4.57M) says “the record-high illness rate comes as 
some parts of the state report zero available ICU beds.” 


Coronavirus Antibodies May Last Only Two To Three Months After Infection, Study 
Suggests. 


CNBC (6/18, Lovelace, 3.62M) reporis “coronavirus antibodies may last only two to three months after a person 
becomes infected with Covid-19, according to a new study published Thursday in Nature Medicine.” In the study, 
“researchers examined 37 asymptomatic people...in the Wanzhou District of China,” and “compared their 
antibody response to that of 37 people with symptoms.” They “found people without symptoms had a weaker 
antibody response than those with symptoms.” For example, “within eight weeks, 81% of the asymptomatic 
people saw a reduction in neutralizing antibodies, compared with 62% of symptomatic patients.” The piece adds 
that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said earlier this month that a vaccine may nat provide long-term immunity if 
Covid-19 behaves like other coronaviruses.” 

AddRional Source. The New York Times (6/18, Mandavilli, 18.61M) reports “the conclusion does not 
necessarily mean thal” individuals “who never showed symptoms while they were infected” can be re-infected, 
“several experts cautioned,” because “even low levels of powerful neutralizing antibodies may still be protective, 
as are the immune system’s T cells and B cells.” However, “the results offer a strong note of caution against the 
idea of ‘immunity certificates’ for people who have recovered from the iliness, ihe authors suggested.” 


- (6/18, story 7, 1:30, O'Donnell, 4.56M) that Tulsa 
officials say President Trump's “rally really may be risky. An expected crowd of 100,000 people could pack 


Omar Villafranca reported on the CBS Evening News. 


downtown for the rally, counter-protests, and Juneteenth celebrations. From June 6 io June 13, Tulsa County 
saw a 116 percent increase in the number of daily reported COVID-19 cases from the previous week.” 
Addional Sources, USA Today (6/19, King, Rodriguez, 10.31M) reports “Trump's decision to return to 
the campaign trail by holding a rally Saturday night in... Tulsa, Oklahoma — his first in more than three months — in 
the middie of the coronavirus pandemic has health experts fearful that ihe gathering could turn into ground zero 
for a ‘super spreader event.” That does not “include the thousands of supporters, protesters and law 
enforcement officers expected to congregate outside the venue, most in close proximity to one another and for 
extended periods of time.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “said he had no plans to attend the rally.” 
(6/18, story 4, 1:10, Holt, 8.63M) and Bloomberg (6/18, 


Also covering the story are NBC Nightly New: 
Coriez, Langreth, 4.73M)}. 
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Fauci Warns Of ‘Anti-Science Bias’ Being A Problem In US. 


CNN (6/18, Howard, Stracqualursi, 83.16M} reports the White House coronavirus task force “has been out of 
public view as President Donald Trump has shown an urgency to move past the pandemic, downplay recent 
surges in Covid cases in some states, and get Americans back to work.” On Wednesday, Dr. Anthony Fauci, “the 
director of the National Institute of Alergy and Infectious Diseases, joined the US Department of Health and 
Human Services’ pocicast ‘Learning Curve’ and gave his expertise on the pandemic and the vaccine 
development process.” 

Adafsional Sources. The Washington Examiner (6/18, Morrison, 448K) reports Fauci “warned that an 
‘anti-science bias’ is pervasive in the United States.” Fauci “said: ‘One of the problems we face in the United 
States is that unfortunately, there is a combination of an anti-science bias that people are — for reasons that 
sometimes are ... inconceivable and not understandable, they just don’t believe science, and they don’t believe 
authority.” Fauci “said that many people stil do not understand the gravity of the pandemic or the necessity of 
social distancing to prevent more outbreaks.” 

The Department of Health & Human Services (6/17, 180K) issued a transcript from its Learning Curve 
podcast. 


Trump’s Coronavirus Task Force Is Absent As States Struggle With Worsening Outbreaks. 


CNBC (6/18, Lovelace, 3.62M} reports that 52 days have passed since the last White House coronavirus task 
farce press conference, although task force meetings “still take place but are less frequent and closed to the 
press.” Task force member and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “said Tuesday he hasn't talked to Trump in two 
weeks.” But public health experts and infectious disease specialists “say a strong, coordinated message on the 
virus from President Donald Trump and White House is more important than ever as states such as Texas, 
Arizona and Florida continue to see a surge in new cases and face the threat of overwhelmed hospitals before 
an expected resurgence of the virus alongside the flu this fall season.” 


Anthony S. Fauci: ‘We Are Still In The First Wave’ Of Coronavirus. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Caren, 14.2M) reports with a transcript of a June 78 interview with Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, NIAID Director and a member of the White House coronavirus task force. The interview covers the 
increase in coronavirus cases across the US and what might constitute a “second wave’ of infections. 


Fauci, Health Chiefs To Appear Before Senate Panel On June 30. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports behind a paywaill that Dr. Anthony Fauci, “the U.S. 
government's top infectious-disease expert, will testify before the Senate Health Cmte on June 30, according to a 
statement from the panel.” CDC Director Robert Redfield, HHS Assistant Secretary for Health Brett Giroir, and 
FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn “will aiso testify at the hearing. The panei will examine the progress federal, 
state and local governments are making to help reopen the economy and schools amid the coronavirus 
outbreak.” 


Fauci Defends Coronavirus Lockdowns As Saving ‘Millions Of Lives’. 
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The Hill (6/48, Budryk, 2.98M) reports that Dr. Anthony Fauci, “the nation’s top infectious diseases expert, said 
Wednesday that lockdowns meant to stern the spread of the coronavirus saved ‘millions of lives’ in an interview.” 
Fauci “said in an interview with the Department of Health and Hurnan Services’ (HHS) ‘Learning Curve’ podcast: 
THE you look at the data, now thal papers have come out literally lwo days ago, the fact that we shut down when 
we did and the rest of the world did, has saved hundreds of millions of infections and millions of lives.” 


White House Denies CNN’s Request To Interview Fauci. 


CNN (6/79, 83.16M} reports in a video on its site that the outlet “requested to interview top infectious disease 
expert Dr. Anthony Fauci for the network’s coronavirus town hall event, but the request was denied by the White 
House.” 


Fauci Will Oppose Any Rush To Announce COVID-19 Vaccine Before ‘Scientifically Sound’. 


McClatchy (6/18, Wilner, 79K) reporis that Dr. Anthony Fauci, “the leading infectious disease expert on the White 
House coronavirus task force, pledged on Thursday to publicly oppose any effort by the Trump administration to 
rush an announcement of a COVID-19 vaccine by the November election unless the medicine has been proven 
‘safe and scientifically sound.” In an interview with McClatchy, Fauci, “director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and infectious Diseases, said he disapproved of the use of the term ‘Operation Warp Speed’ — the name of the 
federal vaccine development project — because it incorrectly implies that critical scientific benchmarks for safety 
and effectiveness might be sidestepped in a rushed government effort to achieve a vaccine.” Fauci “said when 
asked by McClatchy whether he would oppose any administration effort to announce a vaccine by November if it 
is not ready: ‘There is no chance in the world that I’m going to be forced into agreeing to something that | don’t 
think is safe and scientifically sound. Pll guarantee you that.” 

Additional Source. Forbes (6/18, McEvoy, 9.71M) also reports. 


Oklahoma Reports Second Day Of Record-Breaking Coronavirus Cases Ahead Of Trump’s 
Tulsa Rally. 


Forbes (6/18, Solender, 9.71M) reports “Oklahoma reported a fresh daily high in new coronavirus cases for a 
second straight day just two days before President Trump is set to hold a massive indoor rally in Tulsa, which 
public health experts have warned could exacerbate the outbreak in the region.” The state’s “Department of 
Health reported 450 new coronavirus cases on Wednesday, the mast yet.” That is “nearly double the 259 cases 
reported on Tuesday, which itself was a record number of cases, while hospitalizations ticked up slightly.” In 
speaking about Trump’s rally, NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci called it ‘risky’ and said he would not personaily 
attend, while Trump’s former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said he would ‘certainly counsel agains?’ 
attending the rally and advised the administration to ‘withhold large political rallies right now.” 


Players At 70 Games, MLB At 60, Manfred Says Deadline Near. 


The AP (6/18, Blum) reports baseball players from the MLB “proposed a 70-game regular-season schedule 
Thursday, a plan immediately rejected by baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred with the sides 10 games and 
about $275 million apart on plans to start the coronavirus-delayed seasons.” As part of the union proposal, 
“olayers would wear advertisement paiches on their uniforms during all games for the first time in major league 
history.” As both sides “remain opposed to additional concessions ,” the league’s “toward an agreement remains 
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uncertain and difficult.” in his part, NIAID Director Anthony Fauci has remarked in previous interviews that he 
would prefer if no sport leagues were actively competing in the fall, where many health experts are afraid of the 
flu adding onto the already-iense situation around the coronavirus in the US. 


What Will A COVID-19 Vaccine Look Like? Don’t Expect A Cure-All, Scientists Say. 


ABC News (6/19, Nunez, 2.97M) reporis that vaccine experis told the outlet that it’s still too early to be certain 
how long a COVID-19 vaccine will protect people. NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “has been excited at the chance 
of developing a vaccine, but hesilant to predict how long it might work.” Fauci said in an interview with JAMA 
Editor Howard Bauchner, “When you look at the history of coronaviruses, the common coronaviruses that cause 
the common cold, the reports in the literature are that the durability of immunity that is protective ranges from 
three to six months to almost always less than a year.” National Institutes of Health Vaccine Research Center 
Director Dr. John Mascola said, “Obviously, a vaccine that works 100% of the time would be ideal, but thatis not 
realistic.” 


Coronavirus Spikes Bring States And Cities Back To The Table To Discuss Protection 
Measures. 


CNN (6/19, Holcombe, 83.16M) reports some state leaders, including Gov. Gavin Newsom of Califormia and 
Gov. Kate Brown of Oregon, are responding to regional COVID-19 spikes and records with mask mandates. 
Former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb said in an interview on Thursday “Uniform masking would go a 
long way,’ and cited “a study that showed the virus could decline rather than continue to expand if anly 60% of 
people wore masks that were 60% effective.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “addressed the disproportional 
impact of the virus on Black Americans an episode of the ‘Learning Curve’ podcast on Wednesday.” Fauci said 
that Black Americans have “suffered in that their rate of infection is higher because of the nature of ihe economic 
status that many of them find themselves in where they're outside working, being unable to physically separate.” 


Trump Supporters And Coronavirus On Crash Course As Infection Rates Spike In Tulsa. 


The New York Daily News (6/18, Niemietz, 2.52M) reports, “Something's gotta give this weekend when MAGA 
2028 and COVID-19 come face-to-face in Tulsa, Okla.” The article says “infections raies jumped more than 50% 
over the past two weeks in Tulsa, where President Trump is hosting a major campaign rally Saturday, despite a 
‘wish’ from the Tulsa Health Depariment director that Trump postpone the event until the pandemic has passed.” 
Meanwhile, many of the Presideni’s “supporters dismiss the scientific community's assertion that wearing masks 
limits the spread of coronavirus.” Earlier this week, Fox News pundit Laura Ingraham asserted that “mainstream 
media outlets and ‘The Medical Deep State,’ including director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases Dr. Anthony Fauci, seem more concerned with Trump’s rally than they did with the massive civil rights 
protests that started late last month when an unarmed black man was killed In police custody.” 


Anthony Fauci Lied About Masks; Now He Complains That People ‘Distrust Authority’. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Examiner (8/18, 448K), Becket Adams writes, “Dr. Anthony Fauci lied 
when he downplayed and even discouraged the use of masks in protecting against the coronavirus. Now, the 
director of the National Institute of Alergy and Infectious Diseases has the gall to complain about the glut of ‘anti- 
science’ people who ‘don’t believe authority.” Adams argues, “There are certainly anti-science cliques in the 
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United States. But the distrust of authority, especially in regard to this viral pandemic, is well earned. Fauci has 
personally done more harm to the cause of combating the coronavirus than he likely will ever understand.” 


Anthony Fauci: Widespread Lockdowns No Longer Needed In U.S. 


The Washington Times (6/18, Morton, 492K} reports Dr. Anthony Fauci “said in an interview Thursday that the 
U.S. does not need any kind of return to widespread lockdowns to contain the coronavirus.” The longtime head 
of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases “told Agence France-Presse that officials are aware 
that the daily-infection numbers have remained flat as more states open up.” But public-health officials “will 
hancile local outbreaks in ways other than the mass, open-ended lockdowns of March and April.” 


Opinion: It’s Hard To See NFL, College Football Being Played As Usual This Fall. 


Inan opinion piece for USA Today (6/18, 10.31M), columnist Christine Brennan writes, “Dr. Anthony Fauci spoke 
Thursday morning, saying ‘football may not happen this year, and the fearless worid of football shuddered in 
reply. Our beloved national game, the antithesis of social distancing, is in trouble in 2020, leaving us with this 
stark question: How many hospitalizations and deaths of players, coaches, staff, administrators, referees and 
fans, if they are allowed, will we accept to have our football this fall?” 


Fauci: ‘Football May Not Happen This Year’. 


Summer Concepcion writes for Talking Points Memo (6/18, 260K) that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“sounded an alarm on the future of professional sports amid the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a report that 
aired on CNN Thursday morning.” Soon “after speaking with Fauci, CNN’s Chief Medical Correspondent Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta reported that Fauci finds it difficult to imagine how football season would proceed as usual later 
this year.” According to Gupia, Fauci said, “If there is a second wave, which is certainly a possibility and which 
would be complicated by the predictable flu season, football may not happen this year.” 

Additional Source. in an editorial for the Daily Caller (6/18, 716K), Smoke Room Editor-In-Chief David 
Hookstead writes, “Dr. Anthony Fauci thinks football might not happen in 2020.” Hookstead continues, “I hate to 
break the news to Dr. Fauci, but the Big 10 and the SEC have more or less made it crystal clear that they both 
intend to play football. Good luck traveling to Tuscaloosa and telling the faithful fans of the Alabama Crimson 
Tide they won’t have football in the fall. That sounds like a great way for a riot to unfold. ” 


Trump Says ‘We Won’t Be Closing Down The Country Again’ As Coronavirus Cases 
Increase In At Least 14 States. 


Joseph Zeballos-Roig writes for Business Insider (6/18, 3.67M) that President Trump “dismissed the need for 
another shutdown of the American economy as at least 14 states log record numbers of coronavirus infections in 
recent days.” He told Fox News, “We won't be closing the country again. We won't have to do that.” The author 
says NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said earlier this week that the US is sill in the “first wave’ of the 
pandemic. 


Trump Says Coronavirus Testing Is ‘Overrated’ And Repeats His Claim That More Testing 
Makes The US ‘Look Bad’ As Cases Rise In Many States. 
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Grace Panetta writes for Business Insider (6/18, 3.67M) that President Trump “said testing for COVID-19 was 
overrated and repeated his claim that too much testing ‘made the US look bad’ in an interview with ihe Wail 
Street Journal published on Thursday.” Data indicate thai as of Thursday, the US “had surpassed 2.1 million 
confirmed COVID-19 cases and 117,000 deaths from the disease.” The author mentions comments by NIAID 
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

Another Business Insider (6/18, Sheth, 3.67M) piece also covers the story. 


Nation’s Cancer Chief Warns Delays In Cancer Care Are Likely To Result In Thousands Of 
Extra Deaths In Coming Years. 


The Washington Post (6/18, McGiniey, 14.2M)} reports National Cancer Institute (NCI) Director Norman “Ned” 
Sharpless “warned Thursday that delays in screenings, diagnoses and treatment because of the coronavirus 
pandemic are likely to result in thousands of ‘excess’ deaths from” cancer in the coming years. Sharpless “said 
new estimates by the institute show there will be 10,000 more breast and colorectal cancer deaths over the next 
decade than would have been expected without the coronavirus.” 

Additional Source. Bloomberg Law (6/18, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports, “Immediate 
action by cancer clinicians, researchers, and the federal government could mitigate the impact of delayed 
diagnoses, surgeries, and research, National Cancer Institute Director Ned Sharpless wrote” in an editorial in 
Science. Sharpless said during an interview on Thursday, “There was a prudent and good reason for hospitals to 
change their behavior at the beginning of the pandemic. ... But now we're starting to see that if that period 
stretches on and on and on, that will begin to impact non-Covid diseases like cancer and cause some excess 
death. And the NCI’s really worried about that.” 

STAT (6/19, Cooney, 24K) reports the projected 10,000 excess deaths is “about a 1% increase over the 
number of expected deaths during” the next 10 years, “with most of the rise coming in the next two years.” 
Furthermore, “that assumes cancer care depressed by the coronavirus rebounds after six months.” Sharpless 
said, “We think that [mortality] estimate we provided is very conservative and likely to grow if we continue to 
posipone screening treatment and other cancer care. ... We're very worried about the consequences 
of...delaying therapy on our patients.” 

SFGate (CA) (6/18, 2.13M) reprints the Washington Post’s coverage. 


DNA-Based Diets And Nutrigenomics: Do They Really Work? 


In TODAY (8/18, 7.26M}, Kristin Kirkpatrick writes that as a dietitian at Cleveland Clinic, she can see firsthand 
the benefits that personalized nuirigenomic testing provide io patients. Kirpatrick adds that National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases Office of Nutrition Research Director Dr. Christopher Lynch “told 
TODAY in an email that the NIDDK’s new 2020-2030 Strategic Plan for NIH Nutrition Research is centered on 
the unifying theme of precision nutrition, which focuses on personalized eating plans based on DNA and includes 
nutrigenomics.” Lynch said, “There are many faciors that affect individual responses to diet, including diet-gene 
interactions, that need to be taken into account when developing comprehensive and dynamic nutritional 
recommendations relevant to both individual and population health.” 


Low-Dose CT Lung Cancer Screening Debated, Despite Evidence. 
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Medscape (6/78, Hein, Subscription Publication, 277K) reports, “Despite mounting evidence that low-dose CT 
screening reduces lung cancer mortality in people at high risk, the uptake of screening in the” US. “has been 
slow.” Researchers found in the NELSON trial that “mortality was 24% lower with low-dose CT screening than 
with no screening.” The results of the NELSON trial are expected to be discussed at the American Thoracic 
Society 2020 international Conference. National Cancer Institute researcher Christine D. Berg, MD, said, “We 
know the uptake of lung cancer screening has been slow.” Berg “described encouraging her neighbor, a heavy 
smoker, to get screened,” but said that “what we see is that those who continue to smoke, and smoke heavily, 
are not likely io heed medical advice.” 


Black Americans Underrepresented In Disease Clinical Trials. 


Axios (6/18, O'Reilly, Snyder, 521K) reports preliminary results from a University of Oxford study of steroid 
dexamethasone indicated that it “reduced deaths by one-third in ventilated patients” with COVID-19, but “there 
also is some evidence thai African Americans may respond differently to glucocorticoids like dexamethasone, 
such as having a diminished response, says Namandjé Bumpus, professor and chair of the pharmacology 
deparimeni at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.” Burpus adds that researchers “need to make sure 
that [with] all of this excitement about dexamethasone ... black people are included” in any study on its impact. 
Furthermore, “a new class of anti-cholesterol drugs, called PCSKS inhibitors, was found after working with a 
small population of African Americans with genetic variants linked to super-low cholesterol levels, says Josh 
Denny, CEO of the National Institutes of Health’s All of Us program.” 


Pandemic Vaccines Are About To Face The Real Test. 


Science Magazine (6/19, Cohen, 427K) reports on “the disparate strategies” that various nations are about to 
employ “in the next and most important stage of the COVID-19 vaccine race: the large-scale, placebo-controlled, 
human trials needed to prove which of the more than 135 candidates are safe and effective.” Former National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) vaccine program head Wayne Koff says competition among 
COVID-19 clinical trial efforis could hinder the global push, but others do not “anticipate conflicts, noting that 
scientisis and officials are sharing information about trial designs and plans.” 


NIH Partners With Israeli Startup To Generate Synthetic COVID-19 Data. 


NextGov (6/18, Vincent) reporis the National Institutes of Health unveiled a new partnership with MDClone on 
Tuesday to use the Israel startup’s “platform to generate computationally-derived synthetic data directly from 
clinical health data aggregated across the U_S., to underpin and advance research in the fight against COVID- 
19." NextGov adds, “The work is a notable piece of the NIH’s new National COVID Cohort Collaborative, or N3C, 
effort, through which the federal agency is offering approved users an opportunity to access ‘different levels’ of 
COVID-19 patients’ clinical data..io quickly transform captured medical information into insights that can bolster 
research supporting the nation’s pandemic response.” 


FGFR Inhibitor, AZD4547, Misses Primary Endpoint In NCI-MATCH Trial. 


Cancer Therapy Advisor (6/18, Moench, 15K) reporis oral kinase inhibiior AZD4547 “showed only modest activity 
in patients with advanced cancer characterized by FGFR1, 2 or 3 alterations enrolled in the arm of the National 
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Cancer Institute-Molecular Analysis for Therapy Choice.” The findings were published in the Journal of Clinical 
Oncology. 


Gov. Cuomo: Criticism Of NY Nursing Home Deaths A ‘Shiny Object,’ ‘Pure Politics’. 


The Hill (6/48, Concha, 2.98M) reporis “New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D} called criticism of his handling of 
COVID-19 patients being sent back into nursing homes ‘a shiny object’ and ‘pure politics’ during an interview with 
New York’s WAMC-AM on Thursday.” Earlier this week, “ProPublica reported...that more than 6,000 New York 
nursing home residents have died as a result of the novel coronavirus, about 6 percent of the more than 100,000 
nursing residents in the state.” Cuomo said, “The nursing home is an unfortunate situation on two levels. No. 7, 
people in nursing homes died. The nursing home is pure politics, the Republicans in Congress, they think there’s 
a vulnerability.” Cuomo also said, “We had the worst case in the United States because the federal government 
had no idea what was going on. Where was the CDC? And where was the NIN? And where was everybody?” 

Additional Source. The New York Post (6/18, Hogan, 4.57M) reports “Cuomo has refused a request by 
Congressional Republicans to provide documents and a staff briefing regarding the state’s handling of the 
COVID-19 crisis in New York State nursing homes.” On Monday, Rep. Steve Scalise (R-LA) “sent a letter to 
Cuomo and five other Democratic governors requesting several categories of documents pertaining to nursing 
home data.” Scalise “is regularly talking fo” CMS Administrator Seema Verma, “who has said Cuomo's original 
order strayed from federal guidance.” 


Protests Lead To Reassessment Of Inequality In Medical Research. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Dube, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports, “Scientists are sharpening their focus on 
addressing historic inequities in medical research and improving minority outreach as racial justice protests span 
the country.” Bioethicists say the National Institutes of Health “could prod researchers to work more closely with 
minority populations when preparing studies.” 


White House Extends Salary Flexibility For Sidelined Scientists. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Baurnann, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports, “Universities and other federal grant 
recipients can continue to pay researchers who cannot work while ihe Covid-19 pandemic keeps laboratories 
closed, under a” directive issued Thursday by the White House Office of Management and Budget. The memo 
extended “flexibilities that expired June 16” until September 30. The memo applies to all federal grant-issuing 
agencies, including the National Institutes of Health. 


Bacteria Found In Nuclear Reactors Could Be The Secret To Faster, Cheaper Vaccines. 


Gizmodo (6/18, Phelan, 2.7M) reports on the ways that the D. radiodurans bacterium’s resistance to radiation 
can help inform new vaccine production. Uniformed Services University Molecular Biologist Mike Daly is 
“investigating ways to apply the lessons learned from this bacteria’s unique radiation resistance to the production 
of faster, cheaper, and safer vaccines.” Earlier this year, Daly “and his group at USU published the results of 
their efforts to produce an inactivated polio vaccine, a project they undertook with the biotechnology firm 
Biological Mimetics, founded by several scientists formerly with the National Cancer Institute.” BMI President 
Greg Tobin, a virologist who led the legacy SAIC-Frederick’s Gene Expression Regulation Group at the institute, 
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said, “A lotis known about polio. So, # you wanted to pick something to characterize immunity, polio ts a pretty 
good ‘proof of concept.” 


‘Just Scratching The Surface’: Rob Portman Bill Aims To Expose And Prevent Chinese 
Theft Of US Research. 


The Washington Examiner (6/18, Dunleavy, 448K) reports that Sen. Rob Poriman (R-OH) “introduced legislation 
Thursday aimed at stopping foreign governments, particularly China, from engaging in the widespread theft of 
U.S. taxpayer-funded research and intellectual property developed at U.S. universities.” Portman “spoke with the 
Washingion Examiner about his bipartisan bill, called the Safeguarding American innovation Act, that he said is 
co-sponsored by nine Republicans and six Dernocrats, with others showing interest in joining.” If passed, the bill 
“would enact five major reforms to protect U.S. research.” Portman also “referenced last week's revelation from 
an ongoing National institutes of Health investigation that 54 scientists had lost their jobs over a failure to 
disclose financial tiles to foreign governments.” 


Purdue Startup Awarded Additional Grant In Cancer Research. 


Inside INdiana Business (8/18, Mills} reports that the National Cancer Institute haw awarded Maryland-based 
KinaRx a second grant for $400,000 “for its work to create more effective drugs to treat lung and thyroid 
cancers.” Earlier in June, the Purdue-affiliated startup “received a $2 million Small Business Innovation Research 
grant from the National Cancer Institute to conduct trials on a treatment for an especially aggressive form of 
blood cancer, Acute myeloid leukemia.” 


OMRF Awarded Grant To Study Impact Of Coronavirus In Oklahomans. 


The Oklahoman (6/18, Kemp, 381K} reports that the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases has 

awarded the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation a $1.75 million grant “to study the impact of the 

coronavirus on Oklahomans, specifically in different ethnic groups.” The two-year project will study “the immune 

system's response to the virus that has spread across the globe, killing more than 440,000 people worldwide.” 
Additional Source. The Oklahoma Journal Record (6/18, 8K) also reporis. 


Prompted By Cleveland Case, Sen. Rob Portman Introduces Bill To Crack Down On Chinese 
Intellectual Property Theft. 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer (6/18, 895K) reports thai, prompted “by cases like that of a former Cleveland Ciinic 
researcher who is facing criminal charges for failing to disclose his lies to China, Sen. Rob Portman on 
Wednesday introduced legislation that would crack down on theft of U.S. research and innovations by China and 
other nations.” Earlier in the year, a Cleveland Clinic “researcher who received more than $3.6 million in National 
institutes of Health grants was charged with wire fraud for failing to disclose his ties to Chinese universities and 
the Thousand Talents Plan.” The Plain Dealer explains that a “complaint filed against Dr. Qing Wang of Shaker 
Heights says he ‘knowingly failed’ to tell NIH he held the position of Dean of the College of Life Sciences and 
Technology at the Huazhong University of Science and Technology and that he received grant money frorn the 
National Natural Science Foundation of China for some of the same scieniific research funded by the NIH grant.” 


Multi-University Study On Brain Aging, Alzheimer’s Receives $19M Grant. 
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HealthImaging (6/18, O'Connor) reports the National Institute on Aging has awarded a collection of universities 
“nearly $19 million over five years to complete the fourth stage of a large-scale study focused on understanding 
genetic and environmental influences on the brain and aging.” The Vietnam Era Twin Study of Aging “was 
launched in 2002, and currently has more than 1,600 identical and fraternal male twins enrolled, each with 
miliary service.” 


Health & Medical News 


Senate Holds Confirmation Hearing For Nominal Head Of Operation Warp Speed. 


NPR (6/18, Welna, 3.12M) reports the Senate on Thursday held a confirmation hearing to potentially confirm 
Gen. Gustave Perna as the head of “Operation Warp Speed, the official moniker for the Trump administration’s 
frenetic drive to roll out such a vaccine this year.” Perna “is a four-star general who, as head of the U.S. Army 
Materiel Command, is the Army's most senior logistics officer.” He was “nominated last month by Trump to be 
the chief operating officer of Operation Warp speed.” In the hearing, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) questioned 
whether the Administration’s current timeline for a potential coronavirus vaccine was based more on political 
need rather than scientific evidence, and Perna assured Gillibrand that any regulatory decision around a vaccine 
candidate would be made by the FDA, not Operation Warp Speed. 


General Nominated To Lead Operation Warp Speed Says He Will Base His Decisions On 
Science, Not Politics. 


CQ Roll Call (6/18, Clevenger, 154K) reports that Gen. Gustave Perna, who has been nominated to be the chief 
operating officer for Operation Warp Speed, “pledged Thursday to base his decisions on science and not politics” 
and “that he thinks it is possible that the government will be able to produce 300 million doses of a vaccine by 
Jan. 1.” Perna said, “What! thought was an aspirational goal 30 days ago when | was announced by the 
president, | have now come to the conclusion that it is more and more likely to occur.” 


HHS Says Healthcare Providers Who Received COVID-19 Relief Funds Do Not Have To 
Submit Data By July 10. 


Modern Healthcare (6/18, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports, “HHS reversed course and said 
healthcare providers will not have to submit by July 10 a statutorily required report on how they spent COVID-19 
relief granis.” Initially, grant recipients “had to agree to submit quarterly reports to HHS and an independent 
oversight panel about how they spent the money,” but the depariment released updated guidance on Friday 
“saying that public data disclosures would fulfill the requirement without further action by healthcare providers.” 


White House Officials Reportedly At Odds Over Focus Of Next Stimulus Package. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Stein, 14.2M) reporis that on June 12, White House trade adviser Peter Navarra 
“said in a mosily-overlooked television interview that President Trump wanted the next congressional stimulus 
package to cost more than $2 trillion and include big measures designed to boost domestic manufacturing.” The 
Post says that “appeared to be a sharp departure from what other White House officials were considering, 
and...other Trump administration officials” dismissed Navarro. But Navarro said, “The president is very interested 
in something on the order of at least $2 trillion, with the bulk of that focused on bringing home our manufacturing 
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base.” The piece adds that also on Friday, Navarro tweeted: “Phase 4 = $2 trillion = Buy American, Hire 
American, Bring Manufacturing jobs and Pharma home!” 


Lawmakers From Both Parties Pushing For $120 Billion In COVID-19 Aid For Restaurants. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Hughes, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports a bipartisan group of 
congressional lawmakers is calling for $120 billion in COVID-19 assistance for restaurants. 

Bloomberg (6/18, Niquette, 4.73M) reports that on Thursday, lawmakers put forward “new proposals...to 
help restaurants and other small businesses still dealing with fallout from the coronavirus outbreak, as a federal 
relief program is set to end on June 30 with leftover funds and Congress weighs another round of stimulus.” The 
article says, “Bipartisan and bicameral legislation was introduced to create a $120 billion bailout fund for smal 
food and beverage establishments, as well as a separate proposal to allow any remaining funds from the 
Paycheck Protection Program to be used for small firms that need the most help.” These measures “come as 
Congress and the White House are expected to negoliate a potential fourth round of stimulus next month,” which 
“would include additional aid for small businesses that were left out of earlier rounds or are still trying to re-open 
and recover.” 

The Hill (6/18, Gangitano, 2.98M) also covers the story. 


Minnesota Lawmakers Battle Over How To Use Federal Relief Funds In State. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (6/16, 1.04M) reported Minnesota state lawmakers “have clashed repeatedly over 
the best way to distribute the money between the metro area and greater Minnesota communities.” However, last 
week, a group of lawmakers “reached a deal to get $841 million to communities across the state.” However, the 
article notes the agreement “could still fall apart. And with the Republican majority in the Senate planning to 
adjourn the special session Friday, lawmakers have one day to sort oul disagreements over the CARES Act 
money.” 


Commentary Says Funds From The CARES Act Have Disproportionately Benefited Wealthy 
People, Companies. 


In a piece for TIME (6/18, 18.47M), Alana Abramson analyzes the CARES Act, arguing the “disbursement of the 
money so far has been riddled with complainis and analyses showing it has disproaportionately gone to the 
wealthiest corporations and individuals.” Abramson says the PPP loan program “has become one of the most 
heavily scrutinized components of the CARES Act. lt was the first program to launch and has spent the most 
money.” The program “has also become a case study in the ways in which the iaw has fallen woefully short in 
distributing relief equitably.” She adds that the CARES Act included $175 billion for HHS “to help prop up 
hospitals and health care providers, but thal program, like the one designed to serve students, relied on a flawed 
formula.” 


Older Adults Face Questions About Returning To The Workforce Amid COVID-19 Pandemic. 


USA Today (8/19, Picchi, 10.31M) reporis that, according to an analysis from the Economic Policy Institute, 
“alder workers are less likely than younger ones to have jobs that can be done remotely.” However, they also 
“may be at higher risk of complications from the coronavirus due to their higher rate of chronic health issues.” 
Advocates for older adults “worry that employers will use the pandemic as an excuse to lay off older employees.” 
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Daia show “the unemployment rate for workers over 65 has more than tripled” and there has been “a 7 
percentage point increase in the nurmber of Americans claiming they were retired,” suggesting “that some older 
workers are taking earlier retirement due to COVID-19." AARP Vice President of Financial Resilience Susan 
Weinstock said that while this could reflect older workers stepping back amid concerns about the pandemic, they 
could also “have been pushed out of the workforce because of COVID-19.” 


Minnesota Health Department Allows Outdoor Visits At Nursing Homes, Long-Term Care 
Facilities. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (6/18, Serres, 1.04M) reports the Minnesota Department of Health “released new 
guidance late Wednesday that allows outdoor visits ai nursing homes and assisted-living facilities under a strict 
set of guidelines.” Visits for residents of long-term facilities in the state had been essentially banned since the 
pandemic reached the US in late February and early March. The change “marks the second easing of lockdown 
restrictions at Minnesota’s senior care facilities this week and comes as public health officials work to balance 
the safety of residents with growing concerns about social isolation and loneliness.” 


New Hampshire To Reopen Economy Fully Effective June 29. 


The New Hampshire Union Leader (6/18, Landrigan, 109K) reports New Hampshire will fully reopen its 
businesses across the state on June 29, but Gav. Chris Sununu (R) “cautioned that people over 60 should avoid 
those sectors, which include amusement parks, movie theaters, performing aris venues, arts and music 
education programs and adult day care centers.” Sununu “also recommended people who live in households 
with vulnerable members be careful about which activities they participate in.” The state’s reopening pian siill 
includes prerequisites for many of the businesses — such as operating at 25 percent capacity and continued 
social distancing protocols even while in public. 


Connecticut Officials Urge Residents To Get Tested For COVID-19 As Economy Reopens. 


The AP (6/18, Haigh} reports Connecticut state officials “urged...residents Thursday to get tested for COVID-19 
as more businesses reopen and people return to work, noting there’s greater availability of tests and they're 
free.” The state recently showed iis lowest percentage of positive COVID-19 cases since the pandemic began, 
but both Democratic and Republican state leaders have urged the population to continue social distancing and 
use protective equipment when in public. 


Nevada Casinos To Require Guests To Wear Face Masks While Gambling. 


CNBC (6/18, Brewer, 3.62M) reports gaming regulators in Nevada “have issued new rules to heip protect 
dealers” in casinos. Effective immediately, players “will be required to wear masks at gaming tables where there 
are no plexiglass partitions.” The state Gaming Control Board “also issued new guidelines mandating casinos 
offer masks fo all guesis upon entry and post signs throughout their properties fo alert customers that face 
coverings are available.” However, regulators “stopped short of mandating masks for all visitors inside a casino 
or for slot players.” 


Michigan Supreme Court Asked To Clarify Whitmer’s Emergency Powers. 
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The Detroit News (6/18, LeBlanc, 825K) reports, “A federal judge asked the Michigan Supreme Court Thursday 
to clarl#ly” whether Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) “has the authority to continue issuing or renewing executive 
orders under either of the iwo state laws that govern her emergency powers.” US District Judge Paul Maloney’s 
“request came on the same day that Whitmer extended Michigan's state of emergency through July 16.” Federal 
and state lawsuits are “seeking answers to whether state law allowed for the governor's emergency powers to 
continue after April 30, even without legislative approvals, and whether the emergency laws giving Whitmer 
virtually limitless authority violate the separation of powers between the governor and Legislature in Michigan’s 
Constitution.” 

Michigan Lifts Barber's License Suspension. The AP (6/18) reports “the state of Michigan has lifted 
the suspension of a barber's license, but he still faces a hearing for cutting hair while shops and salons were 
closed” by Whitmer. The AP adds “an administrative law judge on Tuesday granted the state's request to lift Karl 
Manke’s suspension,” as “regulators said an ‘imminent threaf’ to public health no longer exists at the Owosso 
barbershop.” 


Maine Reportedly Reconsidering Plan To Let Bars Open For Indoor Service As Cases Spike 
In Some Cities. 


The AP (6/18) reports Maine is “reconsidering its plan to allow bars to open for indoor service on July 1 because 
of recent COVID-19 outbreaks tled to bar patrons in other states.” Specifically, outbreaks of dozens of cases in 
Fiorid and Idaho “show how easily the new coronavirus can spread, said Dr. Nirav Shah, director of the Maine 
Center for Disease Contro!. Tight quarters and loud talking or singing raise the risk of spreading the virus, he 
said.” Bars, breweries and tasting rooms in the state “are currently allowed to open for outdoor seating only” 
whereas restaurants “are allowed to open for indoor seating.” 

Fox News (6/18, Farber, 27.59M) also reports. 


Ohio Has 2M Excess Supply Of Hydroxychloroquine After FDA Revokes Emergency Use 
Authorization. 


The Columbus (OH) Dispatch (6/18, Filby, 367K) reporis the Ohio Department of Health now has a two million 
tablet stockpile of hydroxychloroquine tablets after the FDA revoked the drug’s emergency use authorization as a 
COVID-19 treatment. The department “spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to stockpile millions of doses of a 
COVID-19 treatment that had been touted” by the President for months, “but is no longer being used.” Gov. Mike 
DeWine (R) “said in hindsight, the state should not have stockpiled hydroxychioroquine, but said the state had 
‘erred on the side of being cautious.” 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer (6/18, Hancock, 895K) also reports. 


Vermont Has Been “Relatively Spared” From COVID-19, Unlike Nearby States. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Sacchetti, 14.2M) reports that “months into the pandemic, Vermont's governor says 
the state is ‘the envy of the nation, with litte more than 1,100 confirmed covid-19 infections and 56 deaths.” 
Perhaps what is “most remarkable is that Vermont has been relatively spared the effecis of the disease even 
though a huge swath of the nation’s cases are mere hours from ils borders; neighboring New York and 
Massachusetts have approximately half a million confirmed cases between them, and more than 37,000 deaths.” 
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In the state, “emergency room visits are down, hardly anyone is hospitalized, and until Thursday the state had 
nat recorded a virus-related death since May 28.” 

The AP (6/18) reports “the Vermont Department of Health on Thursday reported six new positive cases of 
the virus that causes COVID-19. including three that are linked to an outbreak in Winooski.” The new coronavirus 
“cases raise to 86 the number of cases linked to the Winooski outbreak.” 


US’ Employment-Based Health Insurance System Could Be Liability During Coronavirus 
Battle. 


The New York Times (6/18, Kliff, 18.61M)} reports that “America’s employment-based health insurance system 
could become another liability in the country’s fight to contain coronavirus.” The insurance system “could push 
workers at highest risk of serious iliness frorn coronavirus back to work the fastest.” Those employees “need 
coverage to treat the pre-existing conditions that make them vulnerable in the first place.” 


Ohio Correctional Institution Sees Largest Coronavirus Outbreak Among US Facilities, 
Analysis Indicates. 


ProPublica (8/18, Lind, 60K) reporis on the Marion Correctional Institution in central Ohio, which “ranked as the 
largest recorded coronavirus outbreak of any U.S. institution in a New York Times analysis.” With concerns “that 
a second wave of infection will erupt in the fall, some state corrections officials are realizing the coronavirus is a 
wake-up call, forcing them to confront the problem of prison overcrowding.” They are “considering how to 
achieve social distancing in confined spaces, where inmates are unable to do the only thing that has proven 
effective in stopping the viral spread.” 


Officials In Orange County, California Monitoring Jumps In Coronavirus Hospitalizations. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/18, Fry, 4.64M) reports officials in Orange County, California “said Wednesday they 
are continuing to monitor increases in hospitalization levels due to the coronavirus but that the trends don’t 
necessarily mean the county needs to slow its reopening of the economy.” ICU hospitalizations tied to the 
coronavirus “have jumped 76% in the last six weeks in Orange County.” During the beginning of “May, the 
number of people hospitalized for the virus in Orange County was in the low 200s. A month later, those figures 
had jumped to the high 200s and low 300s.” 


Minnesota Officials Report 19 New COVID-19 Deaths. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (6/18, Howatt, 1.04M) reporis 19 “deaths and an additional 387 COVID-19 cases 
were announced by the Minnesota Depariment of Heaith Thursday.” The new figures bring “the total number of 
fatalities caused by the pandernic to 1,344.” So far, “a total of 31,675 Minnesotans are known to have the new 
coronavirus.” Approximately “80% of the deaths have been among residents of long-term care facilities, including 
13 of the deaths announced Thursday.” 


Rise In Cases Of Coronavirus In North Carolina Heavily Impacting People Aged 25 To 49. 


Forbes (8/18, Perez, 9.71M)} reports “an increase in coronavirus cases in North Carolina largely involves young 
people aged 25 [io] 49, following a trend seen in Florida and Texas as multiple states struggle with a surge of 
new cases and increased hospitalizations.” North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper (D} “reported 1,333 new cases on 
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Thursday for a total of 48,188 diagnosed in the state to date, noting that it’s not simply due to an increase in 
testing capacity, with the share of tests coming back positive at 9%, according to CNN.” North Carolina Secretary 
of Health and Human Services Dr. Mandy Cohen “also reporied a new high in hospitalizations, with 857 currently 
being treated.” 


Missouri Sees Largest Two-Day COVID-19 Death Toll Yet. 


The AP (6/18) reports “the number of deaths fram the coronavirus in Missouri rose by 37 on Thursday, the 
second straight day that the state reported a big increase in fatalities.” The state’s “Department of Health and 
Senior Services reported 27 deaths on Wednesday from COVID-19.” The 64 fatalities are “the most over two 
consecutive days since the pandemic began.” 


Hawaii Reports Largest One-Day Jump In Coronavirus Cases In Two Months. 


The AP (6/18, Kelleher) reports “the Hawaii Department of Health on Thursday reporied 18 new cases of the 
coronavirus, the biggest single-day increase in two months.” The new cases bring “Hawaii's total number of 
confirmed cases to 762. The number of people who have died remained unchanged at 17.” 


Ohio Seeing “Worrisome” Increase In Coronavirus Cases In Five Counties, Governor Says. 


The AP (6/18, Weish-Huggins} reports “Ohio is seeing a ‘worrisome’ rise in coronavirus cases in five 
southwestern counties including the Cincinnati and Dayton areas, Gov. Mike DeWine (R) said Thursday, calling 
the uptick a reminder that the pandemic is still far from over.” The governor “said the increases are coming from 
spikes in nursing homes, distribution centers and churches, among other places.” DeWine “said members of the 
Ohio National Guard will begin widespread testing in the area, and he’s in touch with local doctors and mayors.” 

The Columbus (OH) Dispatch (6/18, Rouan, 367K) reports “Ohio is responding to tts first spike in cases of 
COVID-19 since it started reopening its economy in early May as new outbreaks of the coronavirus jumped to 
their highest levels in nearly a month on Thursday.” New coronavirus cases “in Ohio rose over the 500-case daily 
threshold on Thursday for the first time since May 29.” 


LA County Opens Investigation As More Construction Workers Involved In SoFi Stadium 
Project Test Positive For COVID-19. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/18, Fenno, 4.64M) reporis that “less than two months before the Rams and Chargers 
are scheduled to play their first games at SoFi Stadium, cases of the novel coronavirus among construction 
workers continue to mount at the $5-billion project in Inglewood,” CalHornia. Turner-AECOM Hunt, which is “the 
joint venture overseeing consiruction, announced in emails to trade partners this week reviewed by The Times 
that five more workers have tested positive for COVID-19." So far, 18 “people at the 298-acre development are 
known fo have contracted the illness.” Meanwhile, “the Los Angeles County Depariment of Public Health said in 
an email that ‘an investigation was opened for the SoFi Stadium construciion sile, but didn’t elaborate about 
what that entails.” 


Arizona Faces Wildfires As Coronavirus Cases Reach Record High. 


CNN (6/18, Kann, 83.16M) reports that “as coronavirus cases in Arizona hil a new record high, the state is facing 
another serious threat: wildfires, with several large blazes stoked by extreme heat and drought burning not far 
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from three of its largest cities.” As “health officials try to keep the coronavirus from spreading, the pandemic has 
forced the state’s firefighters to adjust how they suppress fires.” This year, firefighters “are prepositioning more 

crews, spreading out camp siles and relying more on aircraft to dump water, according to Tiffany Davila, public 

information officer for the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management.” 

Ai Least 650 Residents in Arizona Nursing Homes Nave Contracted Coronavirus, Data 
indicate. The Arizona Republic (6/18, McGlade, 869K) reports “the coronavirus has sickened at least 650 
Arizona nursing home residenis and killed 180, according to the latest data released Thursday by federal 
regulators.” The figures “constitute a slark increase from two weeks ago, when’ CMS “first published the data. 
Then, Arizona nursing homes had reported 371 confirmed cases and 129 deaths.” 


Coronavirus Cases Rapidly Rising Among Latinos. 


POLITICO New York (6/18, Barron-Lopez) reports “coronavirus infections have rapidly increased among Latinos 
in the last two months, outpacing other racial and ethnic minorities.” They “make up a disproportionate share of 
the cases in nearly every state, and are more than four times higher than their share of the population in some 
states.” That is “raising alarms for doctors and public health officials as they see hospitalizations on the rise.” Dr. 
Viviana Martinez-Bianchi, “a Duke professor and physician who has tracked Latino hospitalizations in Durharn 
County, North Carolina,” said, “[The doctors] had never seen such a large number of people who speak Spanish 
in the intensive care unit.” 

Latinos Disproportionately Affected By Coronavirus in San Diego County, Data indicate. 
CBS News (6/18, Brito, 3.68M)} reports “the Latino community in San Diego County is being disproportionately 
impacted by the coronavirus, according to newly released data.” Latinos “account for about two-thirds of the 
amount of confirmed coronavirus cases in the county.” The piece says that “despite making up the 34% local 
population, about 67.4% or 5,517 of Hispanic or Latino residents had the virus.” San Diego County’s Health and 
Human Services Agency released ithe race and ethnicity data on Wednesday. 


Colorado Governor Warns State Could See Significant Increase In Number Of New 
Coronavirus Cases. 


The Denver Post (6/18, Seaman, 720K) reports Gov. Jared Polis (D) “on Thursday cautioned that Colorado could 
see the number of new coronavirus cases - which so far [remains] relatively low — increase significantly as is 
happening in neighboring states.” The governor's “remarks, which were made during one of his regular briefings 
on the oulbreak, come as COVID-19 cases in Boulder County have surged in the past week, with more than 700 
residents testing positive for the novel coronavirus following recent college parties, protesis and out-of-state 
travel.” Polis “repeatedly urged Coloradans to continue to follow public health guidelines, such as wearing a 
mask and social distancing in public, citing the need for ‘personal responsibility’ as the state moves to iis next 
phase of reopening, which could soon allow larger events.” 


Idaho Sees More Than 100 COVID-19 Cases In One Day For First Time In Over Two Months. 


The Idaho Statesman (6/18, Roberts, 200K) reports that “it had been more than two months since Idaho reported 
100 confirmed coronavirus cases in a single day,” however, “that streak ended Thursday when the state’s seven 
heaith districts announced a combined 102 new confirmed cases of COVID-79, which is the most since 114 
confirmed cases were added on April 3.” The piece says “Ada County accounted for exactly half of the new 
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cases with 51, according to Boise-based Central District Health.” It also marks “the most cases in Ada County 
since 63 were reported on April 4.” 


Florida’s Largest Group Home For Foster Children Linked To 18 Cases Of COVID-19. 


The Miami Herald (6/18, Ocasio, 1.09M)} reporis 11 “children and seven staff members have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Florida’s largest group home for foster children, the facility's executive director confirmed to the 
Miami Herald.” His House Children’s Home “has had a slow but steady increase in reported cases over the past 
several weeks, after one child first exhibited a 99-degree fever on June 1.” Forty-seven “children of the 49 
children at His House have been tested so far, according to Esther Jacobo, director of the Citrus Family Care 
Network, the state-contracted agency that oversees child welfare services in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.” 


Editorial: Coronavirus “Is Not Done” With US, But Americans Are Done With It. 


in an editorial, USA Today (6/18, 10.31M) says that since the coronavirus death “toll topped 100,000 and the 
Memorial Day weekend kicked off the summer season, much of America has decided that it is done with the 
coronavirus.” However, “the coronavirus is not done with America.” USA Today says “you'd have thought the 
mass casualties of this pandemic would put some sense into us. So far, that does not appear to be the case.” 
The paper concludes, “America’s cavalier attitude toward the deadly virus does not bode well for the nation’s 
ability to handle future challenges.” 


Opinion: States Should Keep Reopening Economies; Healthy People Should Go Back To 
Work. 


in an opinion piece for USA Today (6/18, 10.31M), FreedomWorks President Adam Brandon writes that “states 
are reopening their economies after shutting down for at least several weeks, in some cases nearly three 
months.” Meanwhile, “Democrais and some news organizations are pushing a narrative about a ‘second wave’ of 
the virus.” Their “claim of a ‘second wave’ is because of increases in newly reported cases of COVID-19 in some 
states that” reopened. Brandon says, “Of course, an increase in cases was to be expected as more people 
began leaving their homes, particularly in light of recent protests.” He concludes, “States should continue roving 
forward with reopening their economies, and those of us who are healthy and can return to work can and should 
da so.” 


Person Who Did Not Obey Quarantine Procedures In Alaska May Have Caused Broad 
Community Spread Of COVID-19, Officials Say. 

The AP (6/18) reports “a person who didn't follow quarantine procedures after arriving in Alaska has created the 
possibility of broad community spread of the coronavirus after going to social gatherings and public places in 
Keichikan while awaiting resulis of a COVID-19 test that turned out positive, officials said.” The individual “arrived 
in Ketchikan Saturday and underwent testing for COVID-19.” The person “attended social gatherings and went to 
public places Saturday, Sunday and Monday, events attended by many young people, families and residents, 
officials said.” 


Number Of COVID-19 Hospitalizations In Massachusetts Falls To About A Quarter Of April 
Figures. 
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The AP (6/18) reports “the number of people hospitalized with COVID-19" in Massachusetts “continued to fall to 
about a quarter of those hospitalized in April, state health officials reported Thursday.” The total amount “of 
confirmed and probable deaths in Massachusetts attributed to COVID-19 since the start of the pandemic rose to 
7,770 with the addition of 36 deaths reported Thursday.” Meanwhile, “there were about 277 newly reported cases 
of the disease reporied Wednesday, bringing the total nurnber of confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 to 
more than 106,400.” 


Arizona Sheriff Who Called Stay-At-Home Order Unconstitutional Tests Positive For COVID- 
19. 


The New York Times (6/18, Zaveri, 18.61M) reports Sheriff Mark Lamb of Pinal County, Arizona, “rose to 
national attention in May when he said he would not enforce a statewide stay-at-home order.” The Times says 
Lamb “flew to Washington on Monday night ahead of a signing ceremony on Tuesday for President Trump's 
executive order on policing.” Lamb “said that ‘one of the first things’ that officials did when he arrived at the White 
House on Tuesday was test him for the virus.” Lamb “tested positive and was escorted away. He never 
interacted with Mr. Trump, said Judd Deere, a spokesman for the White House.” 

CNN (6/18, Kaur, 83.16M)} reports Lamb wrote on Facebook, “Unfortunately, as a law enforcement official 
and elected leader, we do not have the luxury of staying home. ... This line of work is inherently dangerous, and 
that is a risk we take when we sign up for the job. Today, that risk is the COVID-79 virus.” 


Protests Have Not Yet Led To Marked Increase In COVID-19 Cases, Early Data Indicate. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Hernandez, Krouse, Abbott, Scott, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports early 
testing data from a few cities and states in the US seem to suggest the recent protests decrying racial injustices 
have not led to a marked increase in new coronavirus cases. Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center infection 
control expert Steve Pergam is quoted by the Journal. 


Migrant Workers Could Spread Coronavirus From Southern Florida To The US’ East Coast, 
Into Midwest. 


The New York Times (6/18, Mazzei, 18.61M) reports thousands of “migrant workers make their way each year 
from southern Florida up the East Coast and into the Midwest, following the ripening of fruits and vegetables.” 
But “this year, many will bring the coronavirus with them.” Agricultural communities in Florida “have become 
cradles of infection, fueling a worrying new spike in the state’s daily toll in new infections, which has hit new 
records in recent days.” The rising “numbers and the potential for the virus to spread further outside of farming 
communities have remained a concern for state officials.” 


Role Of Children In Transmitting SARS-CoV-2 Remains Uncertain. 


STAT (6/18, Branswell, 244) reports it is still unclear what role children play in spreading SARS-CoV-2. 
However, “there is some evidence that kids are less likely to catch the virus and less likely to spread il, but it's 
not clear exactly how strong that evidence is.” Much of the research on children and SARS-CoV-2 has been 
conducted while schools are closed, disrupting children’s lives and their interactions with others, so ii has been 
suggested that the role of children in transmitting the virus will not be fully known until schools reopen. Dr. Sean 
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O'Leary, vice chair of the infectious diseases committee of the American Academy of Pediairics, said, “We are 
going to find out.” 


California, North Carolina, US Cities Making Mask Use Mandatory Amid Rise In Coronavirus 
Cases. 


Reuters (6/19, Hay) reports “California, North Carolina and a string of U.S. cities mandated or urged mandatory 
mask use on Thursday to get a grip on spiraling coronavirus cases as at least six states set daily recards.” While 
“putting aside concerns about individual rights and political unpopularity, U.S. governors and mayors said they 
were turning to compulsory face coverings to siop the virus running out of control as economies reopened.” For 
example, “on a day when Florida posted 3,207 new cases, its second daily record in a week, Orange County 
Mayor Jerry Demings ordered obligatory mask use, telling residents of Orlando and other cities it would help 
them avoid a second shutdown.” 


Visitors, Residents In Florida Keys Must Now Wear Face Masks Until June 2021. 


The Hill (6/18, Deese, 2.98M) reporis “officials have ruled visitors and residents of the Florida Keys will be 
required to wear face masks until June 2021.” Officials in Monroe County “voted Wednesday to require anyone, 
including employees and customers, to wear face coverings at any business or establishment, according to the 
Orlando Sentinel.” County spokesperson Kristen Livengood said, “Facial coverings over the nose and mouth 
must be worn in business establishmenis and other public settings where there is a roof overhead.” 


Texas Governor Permits Austin Mayor To Require Businesses To Mandate Face Masks. 


The Hill (6/18, Budryk, 2.98M) reports “Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) will allow the city of Austin to mandate that 
private businesses require face masks under penalty of fines as the state sees an alarming spike in coronavirus 
cases.” Austin “Mayor Steve Adler (D} issued the order Wednesday, shortly after Abbott said he would allow a 
similar rule for Bexar County, according to the Austin American-Statesman.” The new guidelines “require all 
businesses in the city to ‘develop and implement a health and safety policy or plan related to COVID-19' that 
must at minimum require facial coverings.” 


Some Anti-Vaccine, Anti-Mask Activists Reportedly Targeting Public Health Officials In 
Contra Costa County, California. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/18, Gutierres, 4.64M) reports, “For months, anti-vaccine activists have joined protests 
against coronavirus restrictions aimed ai preventing the spread of infection. Now this unusual alliance ts taking 
direct aim at the” Contra Costa County, California “officials issuing these orders.” Recent protests “against health 
officers include disclosing personal details - whorn they date, where they live — along with doctored phatos 
depicting them with Hitler-esque mustaches. For proponents of last year’s law to increase state oversight of 
vaccine medical exemptions, it all feels too familiar.” 


Arizona Governor Gives Local Governments Power To Require Face Masks. 


The Arizona Republic (6/18, Steinbach, 869K} reports Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey (R} “gave local governmenis 
the authority to mandate and enforce face mask policies to slow the spread of COVID-19, citing new research 
concluding their effectiveness.” Ducey said Wednesday, “An important part of containing the spread is the use of 
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masks. ... Last week’s study that was widely reporied talks about the effectiveness of masks, and real data 
brought more urgency to our expanding the use of them throughout the state.” It is “unclear what study the 
governor was referring to, but a growing body of research supports mask-wearing to lessen the transmission of 
COVID-19, which is largely spread through droplets from people’s mouths and noses.” 


Oregon’s Most Populous Counties Requiring Face Masks In Public Indoor Spaces Next 
Week. 


The AP (6/18, Cline) reports that “beginning next Wednesday, Oregonians in some of the state’s most populous 
counties will be required to wear face masks when they are in public indoor spaces such as grocery siores and 
shops to help slow the spread of COVID-19." While “the new requirement is set to go into effect in less than a 
week, it remains unclear what repercussions people face if they do not follow it.” Oregon Gov. Kate Brown (D) 
said, “No, you won't get arrested or get a ticket for not wearing a face covering. ... However, this is a requirement 
and itis enforceable.” 


lowa Governor Says State Is Strongly Recovering From Pandemic. 


The AP (6/18, Pitt) reports Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) “said Thursday that lowa is recovering strongly from the 
coronavirus pandemic and its economy is set to grow, even as some counties reported spikes in infections and 
the state said hundreds of people test positive on most days.” The governor “said the trend Is toward fewer 
positive cases, and that the rate of lowans testing positive has fallen from a high of 30% in mid-April to 10.3% on 
Wednesday.” Reynolds “said hospitalizations are also down from a high reached in May, and 21 of the long-term 
care centers that had reported outbreaks have had no new cases for 28 days and will come off an outbreak list.” 


Virginia Governor Says Phase Three Of Reopening Plan Will Not Begin Before June 26, 
Outlines Easing Of Restrictions. 


The Washington Times (6/18, Zielonka, 492K) reports Virginia Gov. Raiph Northam (D) “said Thursday that 
phase three of the state’s coronavirus reopening would not begin before June 26 at the earliest, as he outlined 
restrictions that would be relaxed when that time comes.” The governor “said social distancing and face masks in 
indoor public spaces will be mandatory when the commonwealth enters phase three.” He said, “Studies 
increasingly show how effective face coverings can be to reduce the spread of this virus, but we all need to wear 
them and wear them properly. ... This is easy to da, and I’m proud of all the Virginians who are showing a 
responsibility for their neighbor by wearing their face coverings.” 


Face Covering Debate Increasingly Becoming Politicized. 


The Hill (6/18, Hellmann, 2.98M) reports “some state and local leaders are softening their resistance to issuing 
public masking requirements as emerging research shows face coverings can slow the spread of COVID-19, 
even as others are doubling down on their opposilion.” The piece says “the debate over whether to require face 
coverings in public has become increasingly politicized in recent weeks.” The “governors in southern, 
conservative states have been reluctant to issue statewide mandates on public mask-wearing, and in some 
cases have prevented local governmenis from taking stronger actions.” 


LA County Allows More Businesses To Reopen On Friday. 
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The Los Angeles Times (6/18, Money, 4.64M)} reports “Los Angeles County has given the green light for several 
more businesses to reopen Friday.” The list of businesses impacted “includes bars, wineries, breweries and 
tasting rooms, personal care services — including esihelician, skin care and cosmetology services, electroloagy, 
nail salons, body art professionals, tattoo parlors, microblading, piercing shops and massage therapy businesses 
~ card rooms, satellite wagering facilities and racetracks without spectators.” These businesses “will be allowed 
fo reopen if they implement the county’s requiremenis.” 


Knightdale, North Carolina Requires Face Coverings Amid Pandemic. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (6/18, Alexander, 425K} reports Knighidale, North Carolina “is joining 
Raleigh in requiring face coverings in an attempt to help slow the spread of the coronavirus.” The town’s mayor, 
“James Roberson, with authorization from the town council, signed a proclamation Thursday that states the 
requirement in the Wake County town would go into effect on Sunday at 5 p.m.” The requirement “applies to 
anyone in public or private setlings who are in contact with people who are not household members.” 


North Carolina Governor Considering Rule Requiring Face Mask Usage. 


The Fayetteville (NC) Observer (6/18, Woolverion, 151K) reports that “as North Carolina’s COVID-79 
hospitalizations reached a high of 857 on Thursday, Gov. Roy Cooper (D) and his staff strongly urged the public 
to wear masks to curb the spread of the disease.” During a “news conference, Cooper also discussed the 
possibility that he would make masks mandatory in the near future, but he stopped short of saying he would.” 
Cooper said, “The mandatory nature of itis being considered and studied.” 

The Triad (NC) Business Journal (6/18, Joyce, Subscription Publication, 829K) also reports on the story. 


North Carolina Lacks Sufficient Contact Tracing Resources, Analysis Says. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (6/18, Wagner, 425K) reporis that “as the COVID-19 caseload continues to 
grow in North Carolina, the state lacks the contact tracing resources to track the virus’ spread, according to a 
George Washington University analysis.” In order “to trace the new cases reported over the last two weeks, 
North Carolina would need 7,100 people working on tracing efforis, the analysis found.” The state’s “Department 
of Health and Human Services reporied Wednesday that 1,500 people are conducting contact tracing efforis at 
local health departments across the state.” 


Jewish Camp Owners Sue New York Governor Over Sleepaway Camp Ban. 


The New York Post (6/18, Hogan, Degregory, 4.57M) reports “a group of Jewish camp owners are suing” New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) “after the state announced it was banning sleepaway camps this summer amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.” The article says “the Association of Jewish Camp Operators is asking a judge to block 
the closures because it claims the ban violates their constitutional righi to freedom of religion and parenis’ right to 
choose the ‘religious education and upbringing of their children,’ according to the suit filed in an upsiate New 
York federal court Thursday.” The papers say, “The need for Jewish overnight camps is particularly true this 
summer, after several months of shutdowns of the yeshiva schools, to provide for the structured Jewish learning 
and living offered by the Jewish overnight camps.” 
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Members Of Massachusetts Gym Still Exercising In Facility Despite No Running Water, 
Power. 


The Hill (6/18, Johnson, Budryk, 2.98M) reports “members of a Massachusetis gym have still been going to 
workout even after the power and water were shut off in the building to deter them from breaking social 
distancing guidelines amid the coronavirus pandemic.” Massachusetts gyms “aren't allowed to reopen until 
phase three of the siate’s “reopening plan, but David Blondin, owner of Prime Fiiness, defied this order and 
reopened his gym last month.” Blondin said Thursday, “My members are free willingly walking in the door and 
working out. So technically, if the business is closed due to no electricity, then they're not really working out in a 


facility anymore, they're working out in a vacant building.” 


California Governor Orders Citizens To Use Face Masks In Most Indoor Settings, 
Sometimes Outdoors. 


USA Today (8/18, Cava, 10.31M) reports “California’s governor on Thursday waded into the growing national 
divide over face masks, which often are cast as either a common courtesy to stem the spread of coronavirus or 
an infringement on personal freedom.” Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) “announced that citizens now must cover their 
mouths and nose in most indoor settings and outdoors when social distancing isn’t possible.” However, “children, 
the hearing impaired and those with medical conditions” are exempt. 

The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Calfas, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the new requirements call 
for masks to be used in all indoor public spaces, as well as on public transportation. They must also be worn 
outdoors in situations where keeping six feet of distance between people is not possible. 

Similarly, the Los Angeles Times (6/18, Willon, 4.64M) reports Newsom “ordered all Califomians to wear 
face coverings while in public or high-risk settings, including when shopping, taking public transit or seeking 
medical care, after growing concems that an increase in coronavirus cases has been caused by residents failing 
to voluntarily take that precaution.” 

The AP (6/18, Ronayne, Taxin) reports “Newsom said he issued the order because too many people are 
going out in public without face coverings as businesses, restaurants and other sectors of the economy reopen.” 
The new “order also applies to workplaces where people interact with the public, prepare or package food and 
share common spaces like hallways and elevators. Office workers must wear masks if they can't physically 
distance.” 

Reuters (6/18, Whitcomb) reporis “Newsom did not say how the state intended to enforce the order, which 
recommends masks even for people driving alone in their cars.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are NBC News (6/18, Romero, 6.14M), NPR (6/18, Romo, 
3.12M), Politico (6/18, Marinucci, Colliver, 4.29M), and the San Francisco Chronicle (6/18, Koseff, 2.67M). 


Officials Say Many NYC Businesses Will Reopen On Monday. 

The New York Times (6/18, Gold, 18.61M) reports that New York City “will enter its next phase of reopening on 
Monday, with as many as 300,000 employees expected to return to their jobs as outdoor dining, in-store 
shopping and office work resumes.” Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) said on Thursday, “lm very comfortable now saying 
that we will slart Phase 2 on Monday,.” Aiso on Thursday, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) “said...that the 
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state would not make its final decision on easing more restrictions until Friday.” However, Cuomo added, “My 
advice to New York City businesses: plan to reopen Monday in Phase 2.” 


Many New York City Residents Reportedly Breaking Social Distancing Rules. 


The New York Times (6/18, Wilson, 18.61M) reports that many New York City residents are not following social 
distancing rules imposed as part of the city’s Phase 1 reopening. Residents “who once ducked for cover at the 
sound of a cough a block away are stretching both their comfort levels and the rules, venturing out to lay claim to 
the parts of their lives they haven’t known since March.” 


North Carolina Lawmakers Send Governor Third Reopening Bill. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (6/18, Vaughan, 425K) reports “the North Carolina legislature passed its 
latest reopening bill on Thursday night — the third to go to the governor's desk.” The bill “would reopen bowling 
alleys and skating rinks, and also allow minor-league baseball parks to reopen at 10% capacity to serve food.” 
Gov. Roy Cooper (D) “told reporters on Thursday that they would announce a comprehensive plan about lifting 
restrictions sometime next week. Phase Three is scheduled to start on June 26.” 


Johnson & Johnson Reportedly In Talks With Governments And Global Organizations Over 
Potential Coronavirus Vaccine. 


Reuters (6/18, Mason) reports, “Johnson & Johnson is in talks with multiple governments and global 
organizations as it seeks to develop a” coronavirus vaccine. 


Roche Arthritis Medicine Tocilizumab Fails To Help Patients With COVID-19 In New Study. 


Reuters (6/17, O'Donnell, Parodi) reports that Roche's rheumatoid arthritis drug Actemra “failed to help patients 
with early-stage COVID-19 pneumonia in an ltalian study, researchers reported on Wednesday, but the Swiss 
drugmaker is testing the medicine in another trial against the illness caused by the new coronavirus.” In the 
study, Actemra (tocilizumab) “did not reduce severe respiratory symptoms, intensive care visits, or death any 
better than standard treatments.” The trial, “which enrolled 126 patients — about one third of the intended number 
~ was stopped early after an interim analysis found insufficient evidence that the anti-inflammatory medicine was 
likely to be effective, researchers said in a news release.” 


Study: Using Blood Plasma From People Who Recovered Is Safe, Possibly Beneficial 
Treatment. 


The Washington Post (6/16, Johnson, 14.2M) reporis, “A large study of 20,000 hospitalized covid-19 patients 
who received transfusions of blood plasma from people who recovered found the treatment was safe and 
suggests giving it to people early in the disease may be beneficial.” The study, published Thursday in Mayo 
Clinic Proceedings, is “the largest analysis yet of an experimental treatment rapidly deployed in the early weeks 
of the pandemic through a grass roots effort by physicians.” The results showed that “severe adverse evenis 
were rare, in less than 1 percent of patients. But they also highlight the difficulty of conducting conclusive studies 
in the midst of a global pandemic — and add to a body of inconclusive and sometimes conflicting evidence about 
the approach.” 
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Treating Severely Ill Patients With COVID-19 Appears Safe, Study Finds. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (6/18, Nutting, 632K) reports that “a new study of 20,000 patients hospitalized 
with severe cases of COVID-19” indicated “less than 1% of palients experienced negative effects seven days 
after receiving” plasma donated from survivors, “suggesting that plasma is a safe treatment option.” The findings 
were published Thursday. 


FDA Clears Aethlon To Run Feasibility Study Of Experimental Device In Patients With 
COVID-19. 


Bloomberg (8/18, Cooke, 4.73M) reporis Aethion Medical Inc. on June 18 reporied that the FDA “cleared the 
company to run a feasibility study of “its experimental Hemopurifier device “in as many as 40 patients under 
intensive care for severe Covid-19.” Shares in the San Diego-based company “climbed as much as 165% to 
$3.73 a share Thursday to the highest intraday since Feb. 3.” 


FDA Issues Emergency Use Authorization For COVID-19 Predictive Screening Tool For Use 
In ICUs. 


Healthcare IT News (8/18, Jercich, 2K} reports the FDA issued an emergency use authorization for CLEW’s 
COVID-19 predictive screening tool for use in |CUs. Healthcare [T News adds providers can use the tool “to help 
identify patients with a heightened chance of respiratory failure or hemodynamic instability,” a common 
complication of COVID-19. 


FDA Participating In COVID-19 Diagnostic Evidence Accelerator To Provide Real-World 
Analyses Evaluating PCR, Antibody Tests. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Saleh, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports in a paywalled article, “The FDA will 
participate in the Covid-19 Diagnostics Evidence Accelerator, a multi-stakeholder collaborative project organized 
by the Reagan-Udall Foundation for the FDA in collaboration with Friends of Cancer Research.” 

FierceBiotech (6/18, Hale} reports that the project “will work to collaborate with test manufacturers, 
technology companies and government and academic researchers, as well as professional societies, payers, 
and health systems.” The project “aims to provide real-world analyses evaluating the performance of both PCR 
and antibody tests — presented alongside coronavirus surveillance trends and research into the disease’s 
symptoms, progression and potential immunity — as a companion project to the groups’ previous Therapeutic 
Evidence Accelerator, which launched in April.” 


Trump Says Face Masks Overrated As Method Of Stemming Spread Of COVID-19. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Bender, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the President characterized 
COVID-19 testing as overrated and intimated that some Americans are wearing face masks to show disapproval 
of him rather than as a way to stem the disease’s spread. Trump also said China might have intentionally spread 
the coronavirus to disrupt countries’ economies. 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: CNBC (6/18, Lovelace, 3.62M), USA Today (6/18, 
Fritze, Rodriguez, 10.31M) and STAT (6/18, Florko, 24K}. 
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Poll: More Than Half Of Americans Are Critical Of Trump Administration’s Actions On 
Coronavirus. 


The AP (6/18, Alonso-Zaldivar) reports Vice President Pence “says the US. response to the coronavirus 
pandemic is ‘a cause for celebration,’ but a new poll finds more than half of Americans calling ii fair or poor.” The 
Gallup and West Health survey out Thursday “found that 57% of U.S. adults rated the national response to 
COVID-19 as fair or poor, particularly in light of the fact that America has the world’s most expensive health care 
system.” The poll “found thai only 23% of adults rated the national response as excellent or very good, while an 
additional 20% rated it as good.” 


Opinion: We Need Scientific Experts Now More Than Ever. 


In an opinion piece for STAT (6/18, 24K), Marja Makarow, Director of Biocenter Finland, writes: “Before the 
Covid-19 pandemic emerged, scientists weren't cool. They were invisible at best. A 2018 survey by Research! 
America, an alliance that advocates for science, found that 80% of people surveyed could not name a single 
living scientist. But this may be scientists’ time.” Makarow argues, “We need scieniific experts today more than 
ever. In the face of President Trump advocating injecting disinfectant to treat Covid-19, or claims that Bill Gates 
engineered the pandemic, scientists need the status they have atiained to counter such misinformation.” 


Trump Administration Spent $7.3 Million For Test Tubes That Are Unusable, Experts Say. 


ProPublica (6/18, McSwane, Gabrielson, 60K) reports, “Since May, ihe Trump administration has paid a fledgling 
Texas company $7.3 million for test tubes needed in tracking the spread of the coronavirus nationwide.” 
However, “instead of the standard vials, Fillakit LLC has supplied plastic tubes made for bottling soda, which 
state health officials say are unusable.” Even if the bottles “were the right size, experts say, the company’s 
process likely contaminated the tubes and could yield faise test results.” 


Analysis: Some State, Local Leaders Are Pushing Aside Public Health Officials. 


The Stateline (6/18, Vestal, Ollove, 2K) reports, “Four months into the pandemic, some governors and local 
officials are sidelining public health professionals in a rush to reboot their state economies, even as infections 
and hospitalizations increase in many areas of the country.” Many health professionals “have left office: a 
number of them were pushed out, either by their bosses or in the face of vehement public opposition.” A recent 
analysis from Kaiser Health News and the Associated Press “found that at least 27 state or local public health 
leaders across 13 stales had resigned, retired or been fired since April.” 


Experts Say Trump Administration Has Failed To Protect Workers At Meatpacking Plants. 


USA Today (6/18, Axon, Chadde, 10.31M) reports thal since the President signed an executive order April 28 
declaring meatpacking plants critical infrastructure, “COVID-19 cases tied to meatpacking plants have 
skyrocketed from fewer than 5,000 to more than 25,000 as of last week, according to tracking from the Midwest 
Center for Investigative Reporting.” Deaths “have increased fivefold to 91.” And, rather than “protecting workers, 
a half-dozen experts and advocates said, the federal government is failing them.” 


Opinion: Trump Faces Repudiation In November For Performance In Dual Crises. 
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In an opinion piece for the Washingion Post (6/18, 14.2M)}, columnist Michael Gerson writes: “The stage is being 
set for the repudiation of President Trump in November. This is not merely because he has faced dual crises — 
the pandemic and the protesis — that would have tested any president. It is because his reactions to those crises 
have been among the worst performances by any president. Trump’s eventual rejection by the electorate (if it 
comes} will be due fo his own conscious choices in the face of challenge.” Gerson argues, “None of Trump’s 
flailing and dereliction guarantees reelection defeat. It is not possible to reliably predict presidential weather 
patterns five months in advance. But on the health of our country, and on the unity of our country, Trump has 
been a peerless failure. Hf he loses, it will be because he already belongs on the Mount Rushmore of presidential 
losers.” 


Analysis: Trump’s Claim The Coronavirus Pandemic Is Ending Should Not Be Taken 
Seriously. 


in an analysis for the Washington Post (6/18, 14.2M), National Correspondent Philip Bump writes that the 
President “would like to think” that the US is “at the tail end of the pandemic.” Bump writes, “Trump's dismissal of 
the ongoing pandemic as waning or over is clearly an effort to encourage people not fo worry about the 
continued risks, in service of returning the economy to normal and, therefore, to keep boosting those stock 
indexes.” Bump argues, “How seriously should we take such claims? Not seriously.” 


Trump Administration Returns Control Of Strategic National Stockpile To HHS. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Goldstein, 14.2M) reports the Administration “has shifted a federal stockpile of 
emergency medical supplies — a repository of crucial coronavirus-fighting gear — back under the control of federal 
health officials.” The Strategic National Stockpile, “holding respirator masks, gloves, ventilators and other 
equipment, drew extensive complaints from states and hospitals this spring after President Trump's declaration 
of the virus as a national emergency caused the Federal Emergency Management Agency to inherit the 
storehouse, which had been depleted for years.” Its “return to the Department of Health and Human Services, 
now underway, coincides with other shifts.” 


NYTimes: US Immigration Policies Exacerbating Spread Of Coronavirus In Other Countries. 


in. an editorial, the New_York Times (6/18, 18.61M)} questions the US policy for holding asylum seekers and 
immigrants in facilities where the coronavirus “easily spreads only to later send them to other nations,” calling it 
“a public health hazard — here and abroad.” The Times finds it unconscionable that the US is “continuing to 
deport thousands of immigrants, many infected with the coronavirus, to poor countries ill equipped to cope with 
the disease.” The editorial urges “Congress, the courts and nongovernmental organizations to continue seeking 
an end fo the administration’s dangerous deportation drive, and to expose its immigration policies for the assault 
on American values that they represent.” 


CDC Releases Recommendations Aimed At Protecting Beachgoers From COVID-19. 


CNN (6/18, Crespo, 83.16M)} reports the CDC “has released a series of recommendations aimed at government 
agencies and private entities that manage beaches to help protect staff and beachgoers from the spread of 
Covid-19.” The agency “broke the guidelines into three levels to explain what behaviors or scenarios represent 
the lowest risk, more risk or the highesi risk for staff and beach goers.” To “remain at the lowest risk of getting 
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the virus, staff and beach visitors should maintain a distance of at least 6 feet from people they don’t live with 
and should not share food, equipment, toys or supplies with people they don’t live with.” 


Another 1.5M Workers File For Unemployment Insurance. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Rosenberg, 14.2M} reports “another 71.5 million workers filed for unernployment 
insurance for the first time last week, as the coronavirus pandemic continued to weigh on the econamy.” 
Also reporting are the Wall Street Journal (6/18, Morath, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), the Associated 
Press (6/18, Rugaber), Politico (6/18, Rainey, 4.29M), CBS Evening News = (6/18, story 5, 1:10, O'Donnell, 
= (6/18, story 8, 1:30, Holt, 6.63M) , The Hill (6/18, Lane, 2.98M), and U.S. News & 


456M), NBC Nightly News = 
World Report (6/18, 2.4M). 


Wealthiest Quarter Of Americans Cut Consumer Spending More Than Any Other Income 
Group During Pandemic, Research Says. 


Bloomberg (8/18, Rockeman, 4.73M) reports “the richest quarter of Americans cut their consumer spending more 
than any other income group during the height of the pandemic, according to a study by a group of Harvard 
Universily researchers.” As a consequence “of high-income earners sharply reducing their expenditures, the 
revenues of businesses that cater to affluent households suffered, the study from Opporiunity Insights, a Harvard 
research group...found.” For this reason, “small businesses in wealthier regions laid off 65% of their low-wage 
eamers, while in the lowest-rent areas, fewer than 30% lost their jobs.” 


COVID-19 Testing Material Contractor Has Reportedly Assembled Items In Unsanitary 
Conditions. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Maremont, Pulliam, Grimaldi, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that Fillakit 
LLC, a contractor making Covid-19 testing materials, has reportedly been assembiing iterns in unsanitary 
conditions in a Texas warehouse. According to some former employees, workers were also intermittently 
wearing protective gear. The company was established in Florida just six days before receiving a $10.2 million 
contract from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 


Tech Giants, Start-Ups Rush To Help Businesses Reopen Using Health-Vetting, Tracking 
Tools. 


The New York Times (6/18, Singer, 18.61M) reports, “As businesses grapple with how to safely reopen the 
workplace, companies like Fitbit and Verily, Google’s sister company, are rushing out new work force health- 
vetting and tracking tools.” For instance, on Tuesday, Verily Life Sciences, a sister company of Google, “is 
introducing a health screening and analytics service for businesses trying to safely reopen during the pandemic.” 
With this “new service, Verily is joining numerous tech giants and start-ups rushing to help business across the 
United States as they grapple with how to safely reopen the workplace.” 


CDC Offers Testing Considerations For Critical Businesses, But Has Not Dictated 
Frequency. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Krouse, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention currently does not dictate the frequency at which employers should test workers for 
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coronavirus, however, it has released considerations for businesses deemed critical. For example, food 
processors or other critical businesses. The CDC says that testing should be implemented only in an effort that 
leads to outcomes like quarantining sick people. 


One Of The Test Makers Warned By The FDA For Selling “Unauthorized COVID-19 Tests,” 
Says It Has Addressed The FDA’s Letter With A Series Of Steps. 


The AP (6/18) reports, “A company targeted by the Food and Drug Administration [FDA] for selling unauthorized 
coronavirus antibody tests says it has responded to requiators’ concerns, though it has no business operations in 
the U.S.” The FDA “announced Wednesday it had sent warning letters to three companies selling at-home blood 
tests, none of which have been reviewed or authorized by the agency.” Now, “a representative for Hong Kong- 
based Medakit Lid. said Wednesday via email it responded to the agency’s letter with a series of steps, including 
blocking U.S. purchases from its website and adding a disclaimer that its products have not been reviewed or 
approved by the FDA.” 


North Carolina Prison Authorities Plan To Test All Inmates For COVID-19. 


The AP (6/18, Anderson) reports, “North Carolina prison officials released a plan Thursday to test all of its 
inmates and staff members for the coronavirus, following a court mandate ordering the state io release a 
proposal for universal testing by June 22.” The states’ “numbers released Thursday from Narth Carolina’s 
Depariment of Health and Human Services showed 1,333 new cases of coronavirus and a third straight day of 
recard-high hospitalizations at 857.” Although “testing nearly hit a new single-day record and is responsible for 
some of the uptick in cases, recent business reopenings have also likely contributed to a surge in cases.” 


Medtronic, Foxconn Partner To Increase Ventilator Production. 


Reuters (6/18, Mishra} reports, “Medironic said on Thursday it had partnered with Foxconn to boost production of 
its ventilators to 10,000 over the next year amid surging demand as the respiratory disease caused by the new 
coronavirus overwhelms hospitals.” these “ventilators will be marketed and sold by Medtronic and produced by 
Foxconn, formally known as Hon Hai Precision Industry Co Lid, at the Taiwanese company’s facilities in 
Wisconsin.” 


Summer Camps Under Pressure As Coronavirus Pandemic Continues. 


The New York Times (6/18, Wu, 18.61M) reports, “The case for cracking down on camps does come with 
scientific backing.” For instance, “camp would not be camp without its cadre of youngsters and counselors, a 
congregation that is not very compatible with the dictums of distancing.” Within “these close-knit environments, it 
is easy to contract viruses, bacteria or other microbes that brew in airway droplets or linger on dirtied hands.” 
Although, some camps “have imposed protocols to stymie the spread of disease, including a face mask mandate 
and a reduced carnper-io-counselor ratio.” While “the changes are in line with C.D.C. guidelines, they have” also 
increased costs for certain carnps. 


LA Times: Americans Appear To Be Struggling With Slight “Inconveniences” During The 
Coronavirus Pandemic. 
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In an editorial, the Los Angeles Times (8/18, 4.64M) Board questions why Americans are complaining about 
having to wear masks amid the coronavirus pandemic. The Times writes, “During World War ll, the government 
called upon every American to make personal sacrifices for the good of the nation.” Now, “Americans need to 
chip in for the greater good once again.” However, “instead of being asked to sacrifice food, gasoline or their very 
lives, they are being asked to endure some slight inconveniences for just a little while longer.” The Times 
concludes, “Wear a mask. Don’t gather in crowds. Maintain social distancing. Is that so hard’” 


COVID-19 Threatens Health Of Poll Workers Who Work Upcoming Elections. 


USA Today (8/18, Beall, Moritz, Network, 10.31M)} reports, “Lost in the broader chaos of Georgia’s recent 
statewide election was a previously unreported incident that highlights a concern for every siate planning for the 
Novernber general election: Just 48 hours before Georgia’s June 9 election, a poll worker in Jackson County 
tested positive for COVID-19.” Some “emails obtained by USA TODAY show Jackson County elections 
supervisor Jennifer Logan told election board members that, on the advice of an election official in Georgia 
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger’s office, they were not required to tell the public anything.” The email state 
states that the official “argument was that due to the continuing health crisis, everyone knows the risk that they 
take when they go oul in public...and they are making that choice.” 


Profile: S’Klallam Tribe Continues To Work On Creating Drug Treatment Facility, Programs 
In Area. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Cenziper, Stone, Mauch, 14.2M) reports on the efforts of the Jamestown S'Klallam 
Tribe in Washington to create a drug treatment program for residenis. The profile notes that the tribe has had 
regulatory issues in building a treatment facility in the area, as well as the local backlash from those who do not 
wani a drug treatment center in the vicinity. Further, tribal leaders “have been careful to sidestep conversations 
about race even though supporters of the center point out that nearly all of their opponents appear to be 
nonnative.” The proposed treatment facility comes as Native Americans face a death rate due to opioid overdose 
“nearly three times higher than that of nonnatives,” and for heroin specifically, “it was four times higher, federal 
data shows.” 


Women Exposed To High Temperatures, Air Pollution More Likely To Have Premature, 
Underweight, Or Stillborn Babies, Review Study Indicates. 


The New York Times (6/18, Flavelle, 18.61M)} reporis, “Women exposed to high temperatures or air pollution are 
more likely to have premature, underweight or stillborn babies, a look at 32 million US. births” revealed. 

The Hill (6/18, Mihaly, 2.98M) reports the study “found an association between climate change effects like 
heat, ozone and fine particulate matter, and adverse pregnancy outcomes.” In addition, “minority women, 
particularly black mothers, were impacted the most,” the study revealed. The findings of the 68-study review 
study were published online in JAMA Network Open. 


EPA Drops Regulation Of Chemical Linked To Brain Damage In Infants. 


The AP (6/18, Knickmeyer) reports the EPA “ended an Obama-era drive to regulate a widespread contaminani 
{perchiorate] in drinking water linked to brain damage in infants.” The EPA “rejected warnings that the move will 
mean lower IQs for an unknown number of American newborns.” 
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The New York Times (8/18, Friedman, Davenpori, 18.61M) also reports. 


Mylan Wins MS Drug Patent Battle With Biogen In Court Ruling. 


Reuters (6/18, Joseph) reports, “A U_S. district court on Thursday ruled in favor of generic drugmaker Mylan NV 
in a patent dispute over Biogen Inc’s blockbuster multiple sclerosis drug, Tecfidera, sending Biogen’s shares 
down nearly 6%.” The court “ruled Mylan had established that the asserted claims of Biogen’s patent were 
invalid.” The patent gave Biogen “exclusivity into 2028 and with another...patent set to expire on Friday, the 
ruling creates a significant issue for the company to contend with, Wedbush analyst Laura Chico said.” In 
addition to the ruling, investors are concerned about “Biogen’s recent decision to delay seeking approval for its 
Alzheimer's drug.” 

Among additional news outlets also reporting are Bloomberg Law (6/18, Lin, Subscription Publication, 4K), 
STAT (6/18, Feuerstein, 24K), BioPharma Dive (6/18, Fidler), FiercePharma (6/18, Sagonowsky), Endpoints 
News (6/18, Carroll), and the Boston Globe (6/18, Saltzman, 972K). 

in his column for the Wall Street Journal (6/18, Grant, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Charley Grant 
suggests Biogen can recover from the legal setback over its MS patent, largely from the potential for its 
aducanumab in Alzheimer's. 


Gene Therapy Appears To Maintain Levels Of Key Protein In Patients With Hemophilia A For 
Up To 14 Months, Pfizer And Sangamo Say. 


Reuters (6/18, Nadeem) reports Pfizer Inc and Sangamo Therapeutics announced the gene therapy 
giroctocogene fitelparvovec “helped maintain levels of factor VI, “a vital protein for up to 14 months in patients 
with” hemophilia A. Reuters adds, “All five patienis in an early-stage trial given the one-time treatment, 
giroctocogene fitelparvovec, did not have spontaneous bleeding episodes or require infusions of the biood- 
clotting protein they otherwise lack, the companies said.” 

FierceBiotech (6/18, Al Idrus} reports, “The gene therapy was ‘generally well tolerated,’ with one of the five 
patients reporting treatment-related low blood pressure, fever, headache and tachycardia. ... Those symptoms 
were resolved within 24 hours, the companies said.” Pfizer Rare Diseases Chief Scientific Officer Seng Cheng 
said, “We are excited that these data affirm previous findings from this phase 1/2 study, and that all five patients 
have sustained levels of factor VIII activity with no bleeding events or use of factor replacement therapy.” 
Researchers presented the giroctocagene fitelparvovec data “at a virtual session of the World Federation of 
Hemophilia World Congress.” 

Endpoints News (6/18, Carroll) also reports. 


FDA Approves Ultragenyx’s Burosumab To Treat Tumor-Induced Osteomalacia In Patients 
Over Two Years Old. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Chapoco, Subscription Publication, 4K) reporis the FDA on Thursday approved 
Ultragenyx’s Crysvita (burosumab-twza) as a treatment for “tumor-induced osteomalacia (TIO) in patients who 
are at least two years old.” The rare disease causes “tumors that release a substance which lowers phosphate 
levels in the body, weakening bones.” 

FiercePharma (6/18, Blankenship} says, “The new approval represents an important step for Ultragenyx, 
which plans to pursue even more Crysvita indications focused on the effects of FGF23, CEO Emil Kakkis said.” 
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The San Francisco Business Times (6/18, Leuty, Subscription Publication, 880K) also reporis. 


Epizyme Gets FDA Approval For Tazemetostat In Relapsed Or Refractory Follicular 
Lymphoma Patients With An EZH2 Mutation. 


GenomeWeb (6/18) reporis the U.S. FDA “granted accelerated approval on Thursday to Epizyme’s tazemetostat 
(Tazverik} for relapsed or refractory follicular lymphoma patients with an EZH2 mutation as detected by an FDA 
approved test.” The agency “also approved the Cobas EZH2 Mutation Test by Roche as a companion diagnostic 
for tazemetostat.” 


Leaders In Healthcare Worried Delays In Cancer Screening May Cause New Health Crisis 
Amid Pandemic. 


Crain’s New York Business (6/19, Henderson, 228K) reports “health care leaders are concerned that delaying 
cancer screening and care during the pandemic could contribute to another health crisis.” A number of “patients 
are putting off preventive services and screenings, such as mammographies and colonoscopies, for fear of 
potential exposure to Covid-19.” Dr. Diane Reidy-Lagunes, a “medical oncologist and associate deputy 
physician-in-chief of Memorial Sloan Kettering’s regional care network, fears undiagnosed cases are looming.” 
Reicdy-Lagunes said, “Let's get back to the screenings.” 


Research Suggests Chemotherapy Drugs Accumulate In Different Cellular Compartments. 


STAT (6/18, Cooney, 24) reports researchers at Whitehead Institute are trying to bring “traditional 
chemotherapy drugs” into the age of precision medicine by modifying the treatments “to hit smaller targets within 
célls, possibly boosting their efficacy.” A study published in Science suggests that chemotherapy drugs 
accumulate in different cellular compartments and this knowledge “could have implications for designing new 
drugs or refining old ones.” 


More Research On Quality Of Telehealth Visits Is Needed, Experts Say. 


Modern Healthcare (6/18, Castellucci, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports that as telehealth continues to 
grow during the pandemic, “quality analysts and health systems claim much is still unknown about the quality of 
these virtual visits.” The article says, “Telehealth is often touted for its ability to improve access to care and lower 
healthcare spending, but those assertions haven’t been widely or rigorously tested, according to experts.” 


Analysis: Some American Women Turning To Midwives For Birthing Assistance During 
Pandemic. 

The Economist (6/19, 2.36M) reports on the growing number of American women who have requested birthing 
assistanis ~ such as midwives and doulas ~ to assist them in giving birth at home rather than going to a hospital 
during the coronavirus pandemic. However, midwives in the US have historically be marginalized in the health 
sector, “licensing rules vary across states, and insurance coverage for midwifery services is patchy.” 


Amid FDA Decision Not To Ban Menthol Cigarettes, Advocates Pressure Localities To 
Restrict Or Ban Them. 
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Bloomberg Law (6/18, Alexander, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports thai “while the FDA will defend lis 
decision io keep menthol cigarettes on the market in court, anti-smoking advocaies are pressuring cities and 
states to restrict or ban tobacco flavors they say disproportionately target black smokers.” 


RJ Reynolds, Convenience Stores Suing City Of Edina Over Tobacco Ban. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (6/18, 1.04M) reports,”A tobacco company and two local convenience stores are 
suing the city of Edina over a recent ban on some tobacco products, deeming the city’s ordinance ‘one of the 
most draconian’ in the nation.” According to the article, “R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. and other plaintiffs allege the 
ordinance banning menthol-flavored vapor products and other nonvapor producis is an ‘overbroad reaction to 
legitimate public-health concerns’ about youth vaping that bars even adults from buying the products.” 


Too Much Sitting May Increase Risk Of Developing Cancer, Study Suggests. 


CNN (6/78, LaMotte, 83.16M) reporis a new study suggesis that sitting too much may increase people’s risk of 
developing cancer. Researchers added, however, that “replacing at least 30 minutes of sitting with either light, 
moderate or vigorous physical activily can lower that risk.” The findings were published in JAMA Oncology. 


Epic System, Cerner, Meditech Complete Go-Lives For EHR Software Virtually. 


Modern Healthcare (6/18, Cohen, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports “Epic Systems Corp., Cerner Corp. 
and Meditech in recent weeks have completed go lives of their EHR software virtually, without their employees 
on site ata hospital.” A number of “aspects of virtual go-lives could become common practice — even as states 
begin to reopen — as companies continue to figure out a new normal.” 


Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee Recommends Men Reduce Alcohol Intake. 


Politico (6/18, Evich, 4.29M) reporis the US Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee recommends thai men 
reduce “their alcohol intake to one drink per day rather than two.” The panel also said Americans should “further 
cut back on added sugars.” 


Independent State Agency Says Roughly One In Nine Pennsylvania Hospital Admissions 
Were Potentially Preventable Last Year. 


Philadelphia Business Journal (6/18, George, Subscription Publication, 860K) reports that “about one in nine 
Pennsylvania hospital admissions in fiscal 2019 were potentially preventable, according to a report released 
Tuesday by the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council.” The council, “an independent state 
agency based in Harrisburg, determined in its research brief that there were 153,236 potentially preventable 
hospital admissions totaling 711,298 hospital days during the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2019.” 


Pandemic Exacerbating Anxiety, Depression Among New Moms, Study Suggests. 


Forbes (6/19, 9.71M) contributor Misha Gajewski wrifes that “one in seven new moms struggle with anxiety and 
depression during the perinatal period, but accarding to a new study published” on Friday in Frontiers in Giobal 
Women’s Health, “the pandemic is exacerbating those siruggies.” The study “found that the likelihood of 
maternal depression and anxiety has substantially increased during this health crisis.” Before “the pandemic 29% 
of the women surveyed “experienced moderate to high anxiety symptoms, and 15% experienced depressive 
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symptoms.” However, “during the pandemic, those numbers almost tripled, with 72% saying they experienced 
anxiely and 47% said they experienced depression.” 


Almost 90 Percent Of Americans Think Pharmaceutical Industry Will Use The Coronavirus 
Pandemic To Raise Drug Prices, Poll Indicates. 


The Hill (6/18, Axetrod, 2.98M) reports almost 90 percent of Americans “are concerned thai the pharmaceutical 
industry will leverage the coronavirus pandemic to raise drug prices, according to a new West Health/Gallup 
poll.” Among survey respondenis, 55 percent reported they were “very” concerned about an increase in drug 
prices, while 33 percent are “somewhai” concerned. 

Ed Silverman writes in his “Pharmalot” blog for STAT (6/18, 24K) reports the same poll found “that 
Americans are concerned to a somewhat lesser extent about rising health insurance premiums and the cosi of 


care, generally, due to the pandemic.” 


High Cost Of Pfizer’s Heart Drug Proving Prohibitive Financial Barrier For Many Patients, 
Analysis Finds. 


Bloomberg (8/18, Court, 4.73M) reports a new analysis indicates that the $225,000-per-year cost of Pfizer's heart 
drug tafamidis is proving a prohibitive financial barrier for many patients. The research indicates that 14% of the 
patients “didn’t get the drug at all for various reasons, including its affordability.” 


Global Health News 


WHO Hopes Hundreds Of Millions Of Coronavirus Vaccine Doses Can Be Produced This 
Year. 


Reuters (6/18, Nebehay, Kelland) reports the WHO “hopes hundreds of millions of doses of coronavirus vaccine 
can be produced this year and 2 billion doses by the end of 2021.” The WHO “is drawing up plans to help decide 
who should get the first doses once a vaccine is approved.” 


Richer Countries Working To Secure First Coronavirus Vaccines For Population. 


The AP (6/18, Cheng, Larson) reporis many high-income countries “are rushing to place advance orders for the 
inevitably limited supply to guarantee their citizens” get immunized to the coronavirus first ~ “leaving significant 
questions about whether developing countries will get any vaccine before the pandemic ends.” Comparatively, 
the United Nations, International Red Cross and Red Crescent, among others, “said it was a ‘moral imperative’ 
that everyone have access to a ‘people’s vaccine.” However, moral declarations such as that “are 
unenforceable, and without a detailed strategy, the allocation could be extremely messy.” 


Research Consortium In Europe Calls For Clinical Trials To Test Osteoporosis Drug 
Raloxifene As Potential Treatment For Coronavirus. 


Politico (6/18, Wheaton, 4.29M) reports ExscalatedCoV, a research consortium in Europe, is calling for clinical 
trials to test the osteoporosis drug raloxifene as a potential treatment for coronavirus. Politico adds “virtual and 
laboratory tests suggest it could be active against the’ virus. 

The Hill (6/18, Budryk, 2.98M) also covers the story. 
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WHO Examining Interim Data From Trial Testing Combination Of Two HIV Drugs As 
Treatment For Patients With COVID-19. 


Reuters (6/18, Nebehay, Kelland) reports the WHO “ts looking al interim data from its large multi-country trial of 
the combination of HIV drugs lopinavir and ritonavir to treat” patients with COVID-19. 


China Cancels Flights To, From Beijing As COVID-19 Cases Mount. 


Reuters (6/17, Qiu, Cadell) reporis that Beijing has cancelled numerous flights to Beijing as “Health officials 
reported 31 new confirmed infections for June 16.” The outbreak, which is the “worst resurgence of the disease 
in Beijing since early February,” has “fanned fears of wider contagion.” Macau has “demanded arrivais from 
Beijing undergo a 14-day quarantine.” 


China Finds Meat, Seafood Trading Sections In Beijing Market Contaminated With 
Coronavirus. 


Reuters (6/18, Liu , Munroe} reports “China has found the trading sections for meat and seafood in Beiljing’s 
wholesale food market to be severely contaminated with the new coronavirus and suspects the area’s low 
temperature and high humidity may have been contributing factors, officials said on Thursday.” 

New York Times (6/18, Qin, 18.61M) reports similarly. 


Peruvians Reportedly Turn To Black Market To Buy Oxygen For Loved Ones Sick With 
Coronavirus. 


The Washington Post (6/17, Tegel, 14.2M) reports people with coronavirus in Peru are buying oxygen on the 
black market where the product can be marked up around 1,000 percent. There have been more than 237,000 
cases of coronavirus in the country, including 7,000 deaths, and “even before the pandemic struck, the Andean 
couniry’s public health-care system was struggling to meet the routine needs of its 31 million citizens after 
decades of chronic underinvesiment.” 


Conditions At German Slaughterhouse Where Workers Got Coronavirus Were Untenable, 
Official Says. 


The AP (6/18, Jordans) reports “Germany's agriculture minister said Thursday that conditions at a 
slaughterhouse where hundreds of workers tested positive for COVID-19 were untenable and backed an official 
investigation into the outbreak.” Labor campaigners responded that “the outbreak at one of Germany’s biggest 
slaughterhouses, which employs about 7,000 peopie, showed the need for change.” 


India’s PM Rules Out Nationwide Lockdown As Country Sees Record Spike In Coronavirus 
Cases. 


NPR (6/18, Frayer, 3.12M) reports, “India reported a record spike in coronavirus cases Thursday, even as the 
prime minister ruled out a new nationwide lockdown.” With a count of “12,881 new infections registered, it’s the 
first time India’s daily tally has exceeded 12,000." Now, just “the United States and Brazil are adding more new 
cases daily.” 

TIME (6/18, 18.47M} reports on the country’s surge in cases. 
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UK Will Switch To Apple, Google Model For COVID-19 Test-And-Trace App. 


Reuters (6/18, Smout) reporis “Britain will switch to the Apple and Google model for its COVID-19 test-and-trace 
app, ditching an attempt to develop an app by itself after the homegrown system did not work well enough on 
Appie’s iPhone, the government said on Thursday.” UK Health Secretary “Matt Hancock appeared to blame 
Apple in part for the pivot, adding that the decentralised Google-Apple system would benefit from work done on 
the abortive NHS app.” 

The AP (6/18) also reports. The New York Times (6/18, Satariano, Mueller, 18.61M) reports similarly. 


Pandemic Reveals Fragility Of European Unity, Merkel Says. 


Politico (6/18, Burchard, 4.29M) reports “the coronavirus pandemic revealed the fragilily of the European project, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said Thursday, stressing that the EU's response will determine its future 
prosperity and power.” During “a speech to the Bundestag, Merkel said the bloc must ‘act decisively and quickly’ 
in agreeing on a new budget and a proposed €750 billion recovery fund.” Merkel “admitted that the starting 
position for negotiations was ‘far frorn easy’ but expressed hope that all EU countries ‘will act in a spirit of 
compromise in the face of this unprecedented situation.” 


Canada Introducing Coronavirus Tracing App Next Month. 


The AP (6/18, Gillies) reporis “Canada is introducing a contact tracing smartphone app that will notify Canadians 
of exposure to the new coronavirus.” Canada’s “Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Thursday the app will be 
voluntary and that if someone tests positive, other users who have the app and have been in proximity will then 
be alerted they've been exposed to someone who has tested positive.” The Prime Minister “said privacy will be 
respected.” 

Reuters (6/18, Warburton, Ljunggren) also reporis. 


Turkish Authorities Make Masks Mandatory In Istanbul, Ankara. 

The AP (6/18) reports “Turkish authorities have made the wearing of masks mandatory in three major cities” ~ 
Istanbul, Ankara and Bursa — “to curb the spread of COVID-19 following an uptick in confirmed cases since the 
reopening of many businesses.” As such, “Masks are now obligatory in 47 out of 81 provinces.” Officials’ 
“statements said masks would be worn in all public spaces.” 


Rights Group Urges Egyptian Authorities To Stop Harassing Physicians Criticizing 
Government’s Coronavirus Response. 


The AP (6/18, Gannon) reports “an international rights group urged Egyptian authorities Thursday to stop 
harassing and intimidating healthcare workers who have criticized the government’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic.” 


UN Refugee Head Says He’s Very Worried About Coronavirus’ Impact In Latin America. 


The AP (6/18, Keaten) reports UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi “says he is ‘very worried’ 
about the impact of the coronavirus in Latin America, where milllons of Venezuelans have fled upheaval at hame 
and could face hardship abroad among lockdowns and other restrictive measures to fight the pandemic.” 
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Only 6.1% Of People In Sweden Have COVID-19 Antibodies, Research Shows. 


Reuters (6/18, Ahlander) reporis “Sweden's hopes of getting help from herd immunity in combating the 


coronavirus received a fresh blow on Thursday, when a new study showed fewer than anticipated had developed 
antibodies.” The research “showed only around 6.1% of Swedes had developed antibodies, well below levels 
deemed enough to achieve even partial herd immunity.” 


Swedish Health Officials Investigating Treatment Of Older Patients In Nursing Homes. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/18, Pancevski, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports coronavirus has taken a toll 
on the elderly population in Sweden, particularly in long-term care facilities. Swedish healthcare authorities are 
now investigating the treatment of older patients in nursing homes and hospitals in Stockholm. 


UK, Australian Prime Ministers Agree On Need To Investigate Origins Of Pandemic. 


Reuters (6/18, Smout) reports UK “Prime Minister Boris Johnson discussed the need for an independent 
investigation into the origins of the coronavirus outbreak with his Australian counterpart, Downing Street said on 
Thursday.” A spokesperson for Johnson said, “The leaders discussed the coronavirus pandemic and agreed on 
the need for an independent investigation through the World Health Organization into the origins of the outbreak. 
... They committed to coordinate closely on this issue in the weeks and months ahead.” 

Bloomberg Law (6/18, Subscription Publication, 4K) also reports. 


Russia Preparing For New Wave Of Coronavirus Infections. 


Reuters (6/18, Stolyarov) reports “Russia said on Thursday it was already preparing for a new wave of the 
coronavirus pandemic in the autumn, after officials reported their lowest daily rise in new infections since May 1.” 


Russia Sharply Revises Up Number Of Coronavirus Deaths Among Medical Workers. 


Reuters (6/18, Balmforth) reporis “Russia has revised steeply higher, to nearly 500, the number of medical 
workers who have died after contracting COVID-19, illustrating the severe toll the pandemic has taken on its 
frontline doctors and nurses.” 


International Health Groups Praise Laos For Its Pandemic Response, Declaration Of Being 
Free From Virus. 


Reuters (6/18, Johnson) reporis “International health organizations on Thursday praised Laos’ early response 
and countrywide networks for containing the novel coronavirus after the Southeast Asian nation declared iiself 
free of the virus earlier this month.” 


Mexico Drug Cartels Exploiting Security Void Amid Pandemic To Seize Control Over Drug 
Trade. 


Reuters (6/18, Jorgic, Sanchez) reports “coronavirus is threatening to hamstring Mexico’s fight against some of 

its most vicious drug gangs, as police and officials fall sick, security forces are diverted to guard medical centers 
and military barracks are converted to COVID-19 clinics.” Amid the health crisis, “the powerful Jalisco cartel and 
its rivals are exploiting a securily void to step up the fight for control of the drug trade in Mexico, security officials 


GADB0000003167 


and analysts say.” As such, “The number of murders nationally has risen to record levels even as the amount of 
other crimes have tumbled due to most of the country staying at home to avoid the coronavirus.” 


Canada’s Coronavirus Case Tally Surpasses 100,000. 


Reuters (6/18, Liunggren) reports “Canada officially racked up 100,000 cases of the novel coronavirus on 
Thursday and although the outbreak is slowing, health experis said major challenges remain.” 


UN Warns Of Lack Of Funding For Its Coronavirus Pandemic Aid Transportation. 


The AP (6/18, Lederer) reports “the United Nations food agency warned Thursday that without immediaie 
funding its global transport system will stop delivering thousands of tons of masks, gloves and other critical 
equipment to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic to 132 countries by the third week of July.” 


Brazil Fast Approaching One Million COVID-19 Cases. 


Reuters (6/18, Fonseca) reports “Brazil's Health Ministry reported new COVID-19 statistics on Thursday showing 
the country fast approaching 1 million confirmed coronavirus cases and 50,000 deaths.” 


Hondurans Skeptical Of Claims President Has Been Hospitalized With COVID-19. 


The Los Angeles Times (6/18, linthicum, 4.64M)} reports that following the news that “health officials in Honduras 
announced...that President Juan Orlando Hernandez had been hospitalized after testing positive for the 
coronavirus...skepticism — voiced by the presideni’s political opponents as well as ordinary Hondurans ~— quickly 
followed, with some questioning whether Hernandez was sick at all.” In fact, “memes circulated online, including 
a widely shared cartoon showing Hernandez in a hospital bed being coached on how to look ill.” 


China Publishes Coronavirus Genome Data For Beijing Outbreak. 


Reuters (6/19) reports “China has published the genome data for the coronavirus...cutbreak in the capital city of 
Beijing, the website of state-backed National Microbiology Data Center showed on Friday.” 


Chinese Manufacturer Accused Of Selling More Than 140,000 “Bogus” KN96 Masks. 


The New York Post (6/18, Manskar, 4.57M) reports, “A Chinese manufacturer shipped thousands of ‘adulterated 
and misbranded’ respirator masks to the US in the middie of the coronavirus pandemic, federal prosecutors 
said.” The manufacturer, Crawford Technology Group (HK) Co., is accused “of selling more than 140,000 bogus 
‘NSS’ masks similar to the N95 respirators used by healthcare workers battling COVID-19." The company 
“reguiarly makes cases, chargers and other accessories for mobile devices, but it registered with the Food and 
Drug Administration in early May as an exporter of medical devices such as face masks and gloves, prosecutors 
said.” The National institute for Occupational Safety and Health “tested 19 Crawford masks and found their 
actual filtration efficiency ranged from just 14.6 percent to 44.2 percent, according to the feds.” 


Half Of World’s Population Being Exposed To Higher Levels Of Air Pollution, Research 
Claims. 


USA Today (6/18, Rice, 10.31M) reports that “despite global efforts to improve air quality, about half of the 
world’s population is being exposed to increased levels of air pollution, a new study reports.” The report suggesis 
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that “the consequences of polluted air are more deadly than war, violence and many diseases for much of the 
world’s people.” The findings were published in Climate and Atmospheric Science. 


WHO Says Africa Has Eradicated Wild Polio Virus In Region. 


The New York Daily News (6/18, Braine, 2.52M) reporis the World Health Organization (WHO) “is set to declare 
several African nations free of wild free polio, making the continent free of the paralyzing pathogen for the first 
time in the region’s history.” The continent will be declared wild polio free afler a review of South Sudan’s report 
on eradicating the virus is confirmed. The WHO South Sudan branch tweeted, “Goad news! South Sudan’s 
complete documentation for wild polio virus free status has been accepted. With this feai, WHO's Africa Region 
is set to be declared wild polio virus free 2020. Time for celebration and action to maintain this achievement.” 


HHS in the News 


Number Of Daily Coronavirus Deaths In US Drops To Lowest Level Since March, But 
Multiple States Seeing Rise In Cases And Deaths. 


The AP (6/18, Johnson, Forster) reports “the number of deaths per day from the coronavirus in the U.S. has 
fallen in recent weeks to the lowest level since late March, even as states increasingly reopen for business.” 
However, “scientists are deeply afraid the trend may be about to reverse itself.” COVID-19 deaths “across the 
country are down to about 680 a day, compared with around 950 two weeks ago, according to an Associated 
Press analysis of data compiled by Johns Hopkins University.” But, “the number of newly confirmed cases per 
day has risen from about 21,400 two weeks ago to 23,200, the AP analysis found.” Furthermore, “in Florida, 
Georgia, Texas and Arizona...daily deaths have been quietly rising since early June, said Ali Mokdad, professor 
of health metrics sciences at the University of Washington in Seaitle.” 

CNN (6/18, Reston, 83.16M) reports that “as coronavirus cases spike in Florida and Texas this week, the 
state’s Republican governors attributed the alarming trends to increased testing, outbreaks in high-risk areas like 
jails and assisted living facilities, or in Florida’s case, migrant worker communities.” They have “also brushed 
away pleas from local officials for stronger requirements to wear masks.” Texas and Florida “are two of the 10 
states experiencing record-high seven-day averages of new coronavirus cases.” 

CNBC (6/18, Feuer, 3.62M) reports “Arizona, Florida, California, South Carolina and Texas all reported 
record-high single-day increases in coronavirus cases on Thursday as states continue to ramp up testing and the 
virus reaches new communities.” The record figures “come amid an ongoing tide of new infections and 
increasing hospitalizations reported arnong a slew of states across the American South and West.” On Thursday, 
former FDA “Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb told CNBC that some states now seeing a resurgence in cases are 
‘on the cusp of losing control.” 

The Hill (6/18, Guzman, 2.98M) reports that on Thursday, Florida “reported 3,207 aciditional cases as the 
state hit an 11th day of records in its rolling case average.” Arizona officials “reported a new high of 2,519 cases, 
while hospitalizations have doubled since the Memorial Day holiday. Inpatient beds across the state are at 85 
percent capacity.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle (6/18, Kawahara, 2.67M) reports “Califomia reported a record number of new 
coronavirus cases Wednesday, eclipsing 4,000 new cases in a single day for the first time, according to county 
data compiled by The Chronicle.” 
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= (6/18, story 4, 2:05, Muir, 
7.39M)}, the CBS Evening New Ei (6/18, story 6, 1:00, O'Donnell, 4.56M)}, and NBC Nightly News = (6/18, story 
3, 2:05, Holt, 6.63M). 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh 


HHS Awards $107 Million To Boost Healthcare Workforce In Rural, Underserved Areas. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Pugh, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports, “Programs to boost the health-care workforce 
in rural and underserved areas will split more than $107 million in new funding from the Department of Health 
and Human Services.” Some “300 recipients in different programs across 45 states and U.S. territories will 
receive the granis, which were announced Thursday by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.” 

Healthcare Finance News (6/18, Lagasse, 93K) quotes HHS Secretary Alex Azar as saying, “Supporting a 
strong health workforce is essential to improving health in rural and underserved communities.” He added, 
“We've seen stark disparities in health and healthcare access contribute to the burden of the COVID-19 
pandemic. As part of the Trump Administration’s work to address health disparities, these grants provide support 
for the training of healthcare workers in rural and underserved communities.” 

The Idaho Press Tribune (6/18, 2K) reports that HHS “announced new grants worth $342,000 to help train 
health care workers in rural and underserved communities in idaho.” The funds “will pay for financial and 
professional support to doctors, dentists, nurses, students and faculty members in order to retain healthcare 
workers in rural areas, including loan cancellation and scholarships for disadvantaged students.” 


Fact Check Examines Azar’s Claim About FDA’s Decision To Revoke Its Emergency Use 
Authorization For Hydroxychloroquine In COVID-19. 


The Fact Check (6/18, McDonald, Kiely, 33K) examines HHS Secretary Alex Azar in a White House meeting 
leaving “the misleading impression that the Food and Drug Administration’s decision to revoke its ernergency use 
authorization of hydroxychloroquine and chioroquine for COVID-19 ‘removes a potential barrier and makes it 
easier to access the drugs.” However, the Fact Check says, “The FDA’s action does the opposite.” 


US Officials Explore Question Of Whether Latinos Are To Blame For Regional Coronavirus 
Spikes. 

USA Today (8/18, Murphy, Stein, 10.31M) reports that top US officials “are privately exploring whether Latinas 
are to blame for regional spikes in new coronavirus cases, asking in internal communications if Mexicans could 
be carrying the disease across the border, fueling domestic outbreaks.” Secretary Alex Azar and others in the 
agency “raised the issue repeatedly with the Department of Homeland Security and federal public health officers 
late last week, according io meeting notes and emails documenting the conversations obtained by USA TODAY.” 
Latino activist groups “condemned the implication as the latest example of rhetoric wielded to transfer 
responsibility for the government's failures onto those least able to defend themselves.” 


Democratic Lawmakers Question Why More Coronavirus Relief Hasn’t Been Spent On 
Nursing Homes. 


NPR (6/18, Jaffe, 3.12M) reports, “Despite the huge outbreaks of COVID-19 in nursing homes, the federal 
agency that regulates them has failed to distribute much of the money it received under the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act, according to two members of Congress.” In a letter to HHS Secretary Alex 
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Azar, Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) and Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) “note that the CARES Act designated $200 
million to the agency that regulates nursing homes to help the facilities deal with the coronavirus.” That “included 
up to $100 million to beef up state oversight of nursing homes to make sure that they're ‘adhering to standards 
for quality of care, infection control, and maintaining sufficient staffing to minimize the spread of the virus and 


358 


protect patients and staff.” But the letter “notes that only $1.5 million has been distributed to just a handful of 


states.” 


Nursing Home Residents Account For Over A Quarter Of Coronavirus Deaths In US, Data 
Indicate. 


The AP (6/18, Myers, Alonso-Zaldivar) reports “nursing home residents account for nearly 1 in 10 of all the 
coronavirus cases in the United States and more than a quarter of the deaths, according to an Associated Press 
analysis of government data released Thursday.” The “AP’s analysis of data from the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services found that nearly half of the more than 15,000 nursing homes have reported suspected or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 as of June 7.” Approximately “1 in 5 facilities ~ or 21% — have reporied deaths.” 
CMS Administrator Seema Verma “has said that ‘trying to finger-point and blame the federal government is 
absolutely ridiculous.” Verma “says nursing homes with poor ratings on infection control are more likely to have 
high numbers of cases, a claim that academic researchers say they have not been able to substantiate.” 

Bloomberg Law (6/18, Pugh, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports “the number of U.S. nursing home deaths 
from Covid-19 was revised downward Thursday from nearly 32,000 on May 31 to 29,457 through the first week 
of June, according to” the new CMS data. Verma “said previously that the numbers will fluctuate due to reporting 
errors, data eniry errors, and differing methods of reporting used by individual states.” 


Gottlieb: Hard-Hit Regions “On The Cusp Of Losing Control” Of Coronavirus Amid 
Pandemic. 


CNBC (6/18, Feuer, 3.62M) reports that “as new coronavirus cases surge in several states across the American 
South and West, the hardest-hit areas are now ‘on the cusp of losing control,’ former Food and Drug 
Adminisiration Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb told CNBC on Thursday.” Gottlleb said on CNBC, “The question 
is ‘can we keep this from getting out of control.’ This is a virus that wants to infect a very large portion of the 
population. ... They're on the cusp of losing control of those outbreaks in certain parts of those states. Arizona, 
Houston, Austin, parts of Florida certainly look very concerning right now.” 

The Washington Examiner (8/18, Hogberg, 448K) reporis Gottlieb said, “These are outbreaks. We're seeing 
doubling times now falling under 10 days.” 


Millions Of Pills Of Hydroxychloroquine Sulfate, Chloroquine Phosphate Are In Limbo After 
FDA Withdraws Emergency Use Authorization. 


HuffPost (6/18, Golgowski, 7.67M) reports, “Tens of millions of doses of hydroxychioroquine sulfate and 
chloroquine phosphate “are now in limbo after the Food and Drug Administration stripped them of their 
emergency use authorization this week” after being “deemed too risky and likely ineffective to treat COVID-19." 
The Strategic National Stockpile “has 66 million doses of the drugs, according io The New York Times.” Strategic 
National Stockpile Communication Services Section chief Stephanie M. Bialek told HuffPost Wednesday that the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services “is working with the companies that donated the 
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hydroxychioroquine sulfate and chloroquine phosphate to determine the available options for the products that 
remain.” 


HHS-OIG Says ORR Had Inadequate Safety Measures For Immigrant Children In Its Care. 


CNN (6/48, Alvarez, 83.16M) reports the Office of Refugee Resettlement, which handles “the care of 
unaccompanied [im|migrant children, couldn’t quickly identify and address cases of sexual misconduct in 2018, 
hindering its ability to prevent future incidents, according to a newly-released watchdog report obtained by CNN.” 
These “findings are the latest in a series of reports prampied by the Trump administration’s controversial ‘zero 
talerance’ policy, which led fo the separation of thousands of families, and reveal another set of flaws in the 
government's handling of children.” The article says recently, the ORR “has come under scrutiny...over 
allegations of sexual and physical abuse of minors — a point acknowledged by the Health and Human Services 
inspector general as a reason for opening up the review.” The article adds that the Administration for Children 
and Families “agreed on all accounts and described efforts underway io address” the OIG’s recommendations. 

USA Today (6/18, Carranza, 10.31M) reports “DHS’ Office of the Inspector General recorded serious 
overcrowding issues, among other problems such as substandard care for [im|[migrant children, at nearly all of 
the 14 U.S. Border Patrol stations they visited during a series of unannounced inspections frorn April to June 
2019." The inspections’ timing “coincided with a peak in the number of [im]migrants apprehended. Just in May of 
that year, agents processed more than 132,000 [im]migrants, the highest [single-month] total since 2005.” 

ABC News (6/18, Owen, 2.97M) reports “staff tasked with reviewing” harassment and abuse “allegations 
were not able to quickly determine if an accused staff member was ever suspended or cleared of the allegations, 
the report found.” Limited information regarding “allegations of sexual abuse, harassment and inappropriate 
behavior left investigators unable to determine if...they were true, according to the report.” 

Government Executive (6/18, Wagner, 57K) also covers the story. 


Task Force Seeks To Ensure Telehealth Services Continue To Be Available, Safe For 
Patients. 


Bloomberg Law (6/18, Hansard, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports the growing popularity of telehealth amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic “prompted a team of health-care leaders to band together to brainstorm 
recommendations to ensure the virtual services remain safe and beneficial for patients.” The article says, “The 
Taskforce on Telehealth Policy includes health plans, health-care providers, consumer advocates, and health 
quality experts from the public and private sector, the group said Thursday.” Accarding to the group, “Every 
element of healthcare has been affected by the major increases in telehealth and remote patient care.” It added 
that “remote vistis for Medicare patients have increased from about 12,000 a week to more than 1 million per 
week...ciling comments from Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Seerna Verma.” 


Most Patients Anticipate Continued Use Of Telehealth After COVID-19 Ends, Poll Indicates. 


PatientEngagementHIT (6/18) reports most patients anticipate using “telehealth care access even after the 
COVID-19 pandemic subsides, according to new data from Doctor.cor,” which “underscores a significant 
cultural shift around the technology in recent months.” Prior to the pandemic, two-thirds of respondents in a poll 
“vere open to the idea of telehealth, but only & percent had actually tried it.” But new data show 50 percent “of 
the 1,800 patienis polled said they have used telehealth within the past three months, and 771 percent are willing 
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to use it today if needed. Eighty-three percent of patients said they expect to use ielehealth even after the 
COVID-19 pandemic dies down.” CMS Administrator Seema Verma said about teleheaith, “I can’t imagine going 
back.” 


Analysis: FDA Moving Away From Using Zoom Over Security Concerns. 


A Pink Sheet (6/18, Gingery, Subscription Publication) analysis reports the FDA “doesn’t trust Zoom for virtual 
meetings with sponsors, especially afier a teenager accidentally called into one of them.” While the free web 
application “has become a popular and tool for millions as they try to retain contract with friends, relatives and 
colleagues during” the pandemic, well-publicized security programs with the application have led “sponsors and 
FDA to sour on its use for virtual meetings on drug development, where sensitive information usually is 
discussed.” 


CBER Director Says Lack Of Clear Regulatory Structure Is Holding Back Development Of 
Gene Therapies. 


The Pink Sheet (6/18, Egloviitch, Subscription Publication) reports a “new playbook” is “needed to ensure 
consistent chemistry, manufacturing, and controls (CMC) reviews for gene therapy products, the lack of which is 
hindering the development of these products, asseried a top official at the US Food and Drug Administration.” 
CBER Director Peter Marks said that “now is the time to get things right” at a virtual Drug Information Association 
annual meeting session “on how innovation can help overcome hurdles for these products.” The article notes 
“another roadblock is the lack of standards and lack of a regulatory framework for these products.” 


European Governments Working With US To Overhaul WHO, Official Says. 


Reuters (6/19, Guarascio, Pollina) reports, “European governments are working with the United States on plans 
fo overhaul the World Health Organization, a top health official for a European country said, signaling that 
Europe shares some of the concerns that led Washington to say it would quit.” The official “said Britain, France, 
Germany and Italy were discussing WHO reforms with the United States at the technical level.” The official said, 
‘We are discussing ways to separate WHO's emergency management mechanism from any single country 
influence.” HHS “and the WHO did not respond to requesis for comment.” 


Libel aces iia S|, a ee a ee ee ee 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

Facebook Removes Trump Campaign Ads For Violating Policy On Use Of Hate Symbol 
Trump’s Bid To End DACA Blocked By Supreme Court 

Black Lives Matter’s Years Of Pressure Paved Way For Sudden Police Overhaul 
Rollerblading For Grown-Ups Is Back, And It’s Not Just Like Riding A Bike 

Eddie The Repo Man Has Time On His Hands: What Happens When Your Debt Is Suspended 
Payments Giant Wirecard’s Shares Plunge On $2 Billion Audit Deception 
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New York Times: 

Trump Can’t Immediately End DACA, Supreme Court Rules 

Seizing The Presidency To Suit His Own Needs 

The Biggest Obstacle To China Policy: President Trump 

Police Decisions Are Scrutinized After Rayshard Brooks’s Fatal Encounter 
7 Lessons (And Warnings) From Those Who Marched With Dr. King 

The Pandemic Isn't Over. New Yorkers Are Acting As If It Were. 


Washington Post: 

High Court Blocks Trump’s Bid To End DACA 

In 24 Hours, Two Sharp Rebukes Of Trump’s Claim He Can ‘Do Whatever’ 
Rulings Weaken Notion Of A Court Made In President’s Image 

Young Immigrants Surprised, Elated And, For Now, Relieved 

An Architect Of Peace In Northern Ireland 


Book Bolsters Pattern Of Foreign Political Appeals 


Financial Times: 

Wirecard Says €1.9BN Of Cash Is Missing 

Wall Street Takes Aim At Ocasio-Cortez In Party Primary 

Supreme Court Thwarts Trump’s Push To End ‘Dreamers’ Protection 


Washington Times: 

Trump Rally Grows Into Grand Spectacle As Crowd Swells, Controversy Swirls 

Supreme Court Leaves DACA In Place; Justices Say Trump Cut Corners To End Program 

From Valedictorians To Convicts: ‘Dreamers’ Symbol Of A Broken Immigration System 

US Absence In Libya’s Civil War Allows Proxy Fight Between Turkey And Russia To Develop 
EXCLUSIVE: Trump Says Biden Weaker Than Hillary Clinton; Predicts Historic Economic Recovery 
Police Unions Loom As ‘Huge Obstacles’ In Bid To Weed Out Bad Cops 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: SCOTUS-DACA; Atlanta-Rayshard Brooks Shooting; Trump-Juneteenth; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; John 
Bolton-Book; Pelosi-Confederate Portraits; Wildfires; New York-Attempted Rikers Island Escape; Death of Jean 
Kennedy Smith; Remembering WWII-Era Singer Dame Vera Lynn. 

CBS: SCOTUS-DACA; DACA Recipients’ Reactions; Atlanta-Rayshard Brooks Shooting; John Bolton-Book; 
Unemployment; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Tulsa-Trump Rally; Pelosi-Confederate Portraits; Virginia-African 
American Statue Defaced; Death of Jean Kennedy Smith: Man Posts Life Skills For Kids Without Dads On 
YouTube. 

NBC: SCOTUS-DACA: Atlanta-Rayshard Brooks Shooting; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Tulsa-Trump Rally; 
Coronavirus-NYC Hospital: John Bolton-Book; Trump-Juneteenth; Unemployment; North Carolina-Restaurant 
Celebrates Juneteenth With Special Menu; Death of Jean Kennedy Smith; Nightly News Kids Edition. 
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Network TY At A Giance: 

SCOTUS-DACA — 9 minutes, 10 seconds 

Coronavirus — 8 minutes, 20 seconds 

Atlanta-Rayshard Brooks Shooting — 7 minutes, 50 seconds 
John Bolton-Book -~ 6 minutes, 30 seconds 

Death of Jean Kennedy Smith — 1 minute, 45 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Mississippi-State Flag Controversy; lran-Nuclear Testing; John Bolton-Book; 
Pakistani Activist Graduates. 

CBS: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; SCOTUS-DACA: Biden Campaign-Sen. Klobuchar Removes Herself From VP 
Contest; John Bolton-Book; Ausiralia-Cyber Attack; Alaska-Wrecked Bus Removed; Wall Sireet. 

FOX: California-Mask Mandate; Oregon-Mask Mandate; John Bolton-Book. 

NPR: SCOTUS-DACA; Virginia-Robert E. Lee Statue Lawsuit; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Wall Street. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Trever Noah: “What a momentous week for the Supreme Court. On Monday, they ruled the LGBTQ 
community are protected by the Civil Rights Act, and then today, they announced Trump can’t just arbitrarily 
decide to end protections for Dreamers. At this rate, tomorrow they’re going to announce Trump has to 
retroactively serve in Vietnam.” 


Trevor Noah: “What's interesting about the Court's ruling is that it also said that Trump does have the power to 
terminate DACA, but only in accordance with the process laid out by the Administrative Procedures Act. Basically 
to put that in terms that the President would understand, the court has said, “You can color Sebastian any color 
you want — blue, yellow, whatever — but you have to color within the lines.” 


Trevor Noah: “Now, of course, President Trump isn’t taking the news well. | mean, after the decision was 
announced, he tweeted that it was a ‘shotgun blast fo the face of Republicans,’ and then he asked, ‘Do you get 
the impression that the Supreme Court doesn’t like me?’ Which is crazy — the Supreme Court is not supposed to 
like you. They're supposed to like the Constitution. But Trump thinks everything is about him. When the sun goes 
down at night, he probably thinks it's because him and the sun have a beef.” 


Trevor Noak: “According to Bolton, Trump's shady dealings with other countries went far beyond Ukraine. He 
was promising to personaily kill any investigations info Turkish companies, and he was begging China to help 
him win reelection. And, you know, that's not just corrupt; it’s also really embarrassing. Because Bolton’s book 
makes Trump sound less like a President and more like a crackhead who's out of cash. (As Trump) ‘Come on, 
Xi, just help me get one more term, and Vi — did [ tell you about my electoral college ratings? So strong.” 
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Trevor Noah: “ How do you become the President of the United States without knowing if Finland is its own 
country?” 


Trevor Noa: “So just from the excerpts that we've seen, John Bolton’s book has painted Trump as corrupt, 
dumb, and amoral, but my favorite thing that has come out of this book so far, it also showed us Trump is, like, 
really weird. ... The President of the United States obsessed with getting a CD io Kim Jong-un like some 
teenager giving 4 mix tape to his crush. ... l?'s...weird that Trump thinks Kim Jong-un listens to CDs. Dude, he’s 
the President of North Korea. The man listens to cassettes.” 


Trevor Noah: “Trump’s response to all these revelations is pretty predictable. He claims Bolton is lying and that 
he’s just a disgruntled, boring fool, which is basically what he says about any former employees who criticized 
him. He’s also suing Bolton to try to prevent the book from being released because clearly, Trump is afraid this 
book will tarnish his reputation. But, Mr. President, don’t worry about that at all, because whatever is in this book, 
| promise you will in no way change our opinion of you.” 


Stephen Colbert: “This morning, the ‘Supreme Court ruled against Trump's attempt to end DACA, a win for 
undocumented ‘Dreamers’ brought to the US as children.’ Of course, Trump doesn't care about immigrants 
brought to the US as children. He barely cares about immigrants he brought to the US as wives.” 


Stephen Coldert: “Trump was not pleased with this decision or the one Monday that said employers cannot 
fire people just because they're LGBTQ. He tweeted, ‘These horrible and politically charged decisions coming 
out of the Supreme Court are shotgun blasts into the face of people that are proud to call themselves 
Republicans or Conservatives. We need more justices or we will lose our second amendment and everything 
else. Vole Trump 2020! So, essentially, your argument is ‘this is as bad as getting shot in the face’ and ‘aren't 
guns great? We should keep thern.” 


Stephen Colbert: “[Trump] went on to tweet, ‘Do you get the impression that the Supreme Court doesn't like 
me?’ Yes, | do. They wear black robes. Some of your fans have been known to wear the while ones.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Well, guys, it's another day and another Supreme Court setback for President Trump. ... So 
Dreamers can keep dreaming, while Trump’s stil having a four-year nightmare.” 


Jimny Fallon: “Yeah, at first, Trump was confused. He thought DACA was the AC/DC cover band opening for 
his rally in Tulsa.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Actually, DACA is how Trump asks for a Diet Coke when he is cranky. ‘DACA! DACA, DACA!” 


Jiminy Fallon: “Trump wanted to roll back LGBTQ rights, and the Court said, ‘No.’ Trump tried to end DACA, 
and the court said, ‘No.’ Basically, Trump’s trying to dunk on Obama, but Ruth Bader Ginsberg is blocking ail his 
shots.” 
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Jimmy Fallon: “Trump was pretty upset by the decision ‘cause he actually did tweet, ‘Do you get the 
impression that the Supreme Court doesn't like me?’ Then minorities, immigrants, scientists, doctors, women, 
CNN, MSNBC, the New York Times, and every former staffer was like, ‘Hey, don’t forget about us!” 


Jiminy Falion: “Trump also tweeted, ‘These horrible and politically charged decisions coming out of the 
Supreme Court are shoigun blasts to the face of people that are proud to call themselves Republicans or 
Conservatives.’ And this is strange — right afier he said ‘shotgun blasts to the face,’ Dick Cheney suddenly 
appeared.” 


Jimmy Fallon: [On Trump wanting to give Kim Jong-un a CD] “Here is one of the most bizarre [revelations of 
Bolton’s book] involving Trump and Kim Jong-un. ... Giving someone a Cd isn't diplomacy; it’s how you tell 
someone you have a crush on them in eighth grade.” 


Seth Meyers: “The Supreme Court today blocked the Trump Administration's attempt to end the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals program that protects more than 700,000 immigrants from deportation. Man, how 
many times is the Supreme Court going to shut him down this week? Tomorrow, are they going to say, ‘We're 
also making it illegal to wear suits that look like trash bags’?” 


Seth Meyers: “President Trump tweeted today about former National Security Adviser John Bolton’s new book 
and said, quote, “Wacko John Bolton’s exceedingly tedious ‘New York Times’ book is mace up of lles and fake 
stories, said all good about me in print until the day | fired him. A disgruntled, boring fool who only wanted to go 
to war and never had a clue, was ostracized and happily dumped. What a dope.’ Okay, but everyone already 
knew that, and then you hired him. Trump’s like a McDonald’s manager who puts a golden retriever on the 
register and then gets mad about the long line. li was never going to work.” 


Set Meyers: “In a new interview, former National Security Adviser John Bolton said he believes that Putin 
thinks he can play President Trump, quote, ‘like a fiddie.’ | don’t know, fiddles are notoriously hard to play. If 
anything, Putin is playing Trump like a drum machine.” 


Seth Meyers: “The organizers of hundreds of LGTBOQ Pride events across the world have announced that they 
will hold a virtual experience later this month, which will include speeches from former Vice President Joe Biden 
and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. But other than that, it should be a lot of fun.” 


National New 


Trump Decries “Highly Political” SCOTUS Ruling On DACA, Calls For “New Justices.” 


in a 5-4 decision Thursday, the Supreme Court rejected the Trump Administration's move to end the Deferred 
(6/18, lead story, 3:50, Muir, 7.39M) reported 
in is lead story that “within hours of the ruling, President Trump fired off a few furious tweets.” On Twitter, the 


Action for Childhood Arrivals Program. ABC World News Tonigh 


President wrote, “These horrible & politically charged decisions coming out of the Supreme Court are shoigun 
blasts into the face of people that are proud to call themselves Republicans or Conservatives. We need more 
Justices or we will lose our 2nd. Amendment & everything else. Voie Trump 2020!” He added minutes later, “Do 


you gel the impression that the Supreme Court doesn’t like me?” 
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Later in the day, the President took to Twitter again to write, “The recent Supreme Court decisions, not only 
on DACA, Sanctuary Cities, Census, and others, tell you only one thing, we need NEW JUSTICES of the 
Supreme Court. lf the Radical Left Democrats assume power, your Second Amendment, Right to Life, Secure 
Borders, and Religious Liberty, arnong many other things, are OVER and GONE!” He added, “As President of 


the United States, | am asking for a legal solution on DACA, not a political one, consistent with the rule of law. 
The Supreme Court is not willing to give us one, so now we have to start this process all over again.” 

Trump also announced, “I willbe releasing a new list of Conservative Supreme Court Justice nominees, 
which may include some, or many of those already on the list, by September 71, 2020. If given the opportunily, | 
will only choose from this list, as in the past, a Conservative Supreme Court Justice... Based on decisions being 
rendered now, this list is more important than ever before (Second Amendment, Right to Life, Religous Liberty, 
ete.) - VOTE 2020!” 

Reuters (6/18, Chiacu) reports that being “hit by a second US Supreme Court loss in four days,” the 
President “said he would update his current list for the high court, compiled by conservative legal activists, by 
Sept. 1” as he seeks reelection. The Washington Times (6/18, Boyer, 492K) notes that during his 2016 
campaign, Trump “released a list of conservative jurists that he promised to use for his high court nominees if 
elected.” The “unusual move was credited with winning over many conservatives.” 

To CNBC (6/18, Mangan, 3.62M) in an online report, “Trump's ire possibly was enhanced by the fact that 
Republican-appoinied Supreme Court justices...outnumber Democrat-appointed justices, but that 5-4 margin has 
not guaranteed Republicans and conservatives a number of victories in the court that they might have expected.” 
The AP (6/18, Sherman) says Thursday's 5-4 loss “seems certain to elevate the issue in Trump's campaign, 
given the anti-immigrant rhetoric of his first presidential run in 2016 and immigration restrictions his 
administration has imposed since then.” CQ Roll Call (6/18, Ruger, 154i) likewise says the ruling “inserts the 
huge immigration issue...back into presidential politics just months ahead of the November elections.” 

The Washington Post (6/18, Wagner, 14.2M) says the President “lashed out” at the court “after being dealt 
a second major defeat this week,” calling its decisions “shotgun blasis into the face” of conservatives and 
questioned whether the court “doesn’t like me.” To USA Today (6/18, Jackson, 10.31M), “Trump also turned his 
tweets into an election pitch,” saying “we need more Justices or we will lose our 2nd. Amendment & everything 
else. Vote Trump 2020!” The tweets, says The Hill (6/18, Samuels, 2.98M)}, “escalated his criticisrn of the 
Supreme Court.” 

Under the headline “Trump Rallies Base Reeling From Court Losses On Gay Righis, DACA,” Bloomberg 
(6/18, Fabian, 4.73M) reports Trump “seized on Supreme Court defeats on gay rights and immigration this week 
to rally his conservative base, pledging to redouble his efforts to transform federal courts.” 

An AP (6/18, Gresko, Sherman) analysis, however, says that “if the president is steaming at the court's 
decisions this week, however, he may still in short order be singing the justices’ praises. The court has a series 
of high-profile decisions important to the president left to release before ihe justices go on their summer break,” 
including “the president's tax returns, abortion, the president’s power to fire the head of an independent agency 
and Trump administration changes to the Affordable Care Act. Some or all of them could still be big wins.” 

An analysis by the Washington Post (6/18, Scherer, 14.2M) says that while both the President and Joe 
Biden have “made shaping the Supreme Court’s agenda central to their campaign pitches, with Biden promising 
to appoint the first black woman and someone who embraces abortion rights to the bench, while Trump has 
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warned of an end io conservative governance if Biden has his way,” this week’s rulings are “showcasing the 
shakiness of such promises.” 

The AP (6/18, Sherman) calis Thursday's ruling “the second stunning election-season rebuke from the court 
in a week,” Reuters (6/18, Hurley) refers to a “major setback” for Trump’s “hardline immigration policies,” the Los 
Angeles Times (6/18, Savage, 4.64) to a “striking rebuke.” According to the Times, “Trump had been confident 
that the high court, with its majority of Republican appointees, would rule in his favor.” The New York Times 
(6/18, A1, Liptak, Shear, 18.61M) reports the decision “was the second this week in which the court reached a 
resull in a major case that elated liberals.” 

NBC Nightly News = (6/18, lead story, 2:15, Holt, 6.63M} opened its broadcast Thursday night, “A stunning 
blow to President Trump today and a victory for undocumented immigrants known as Dreamers.” NBC’s Pete 
Williams reported, “President Obama launched DACA...in 2012 with the stroke of a pen by executive order. ... 


President Trump could have shut it down the same way, by executive order. Instead, his Justice Department 
declared it illegal, and the Department of Homeland Security ordered it ended.” The high court, however, “said 
that was too much of a shortcut.” 

The Washington Post (6/18, Barnes, 14.2M) reports the court “rejected the Trump administration’s attempt 
to dismantle the program protecting undocumented immigrants brought to the country as children,” granting “a 
reprieve for nearly 650,000" Dreamers. The 5-4 decision was written by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and 
joined by the court's four liberals. Roberts wrote, “We do not decide whether DACA or its rescission are sound 
policies. We address only whether the [Department of Homeland Security] complied with the procedural 
requirement that it provide a reasoned explanation for its action.” 

The Washington Times (6/18, Dinan, 492K} reports the high court ruled “that the Trump administration cut 
too many corners when it moved to revoke the Obama-era DACA program.” In what it calls “a severe blow to 
President Trump and his team,” the court “said the administration does have the power to revoke DACA. Buta 
majority of justices said Mr. Trump’s team didn’t establish a sufficient legal and procedural basis for doing so, 
and that violated the Administrative Procedure Act.” 

The CBS Evening News = (6/18, lead story, 3:25, O'Donnell, 4.56M) showed the President saying, “These 
aren't people. These are animals.” CBS’ Jan Crawford reported that “in a separate opinion, Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, the court's first Hispanic justice, says remarks like those create the strong perception President 


Trump’s decision was ‘contaminated by impermissible discriminator animus.” 

The Washington Examiner (6/18, Giaritelll, 448K) reporis Justice Clarence Thomas, backed by Justices 
Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch, wrote in his dissent to the majority ruling that it was “incorrect” and “would 
hamstring all future agency attempts to undo actions that exceed statutory authority.” Thomas added, “Today's 
decision must be recognized for what it is: an effort to avoid a politically controversial but legally correct 
decision.” 

USA Today (6/18, Gornez, 10.31M) says the court's ruling “means that the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Protection (DACA) program created by President Barack Obama in 2012 will endure, allowing more than 
650,000 DACA recipients to continue legally living and working” in the US. Politico (6/18, Gerstein, Rainey, 


429M) says “it seems unlikely the administration will be able io put in place a new framework to end DACA 
before November's presidential election,” but to CQ Roll Call (6/18, Dechalus, Misra, 154K), the ruling “leaves 
the door open for the Trump administration to make another attempt at ending” DACA. 
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Appearing on Fox News’ Hannity (6/18, 535K), Acting DHS Secretary Wolf said, “We have been begging 
Congress to address the DACA recipients. They have decided noi io do this time and time again. The President 
has been a clear on this. He wants a legal solution and not 4 political solution to this issue.” 


Similarly, Acting DHS Deputy Secretary Ken Cuccinelli said on CNN’s Cuomo Prime Time = (6/18, 1.25M), 
“The President was negotiating with Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer to address this problem and they pulled 
out of that discussion when a disirict court froze the case in place at the time and they thought they’d bought 
time. So they let the 640,000 folks just kind of stew in their political juices and the President wanted to finish that 
discussion and that opportunity was gone when those two leaders from Congress walked away. So this has been 
attempted once. The President was committed to that discussion.” 

The Washington Post (6/18, 14.2M) editorializes that Dreamers “are safe from immediate deporiation. This 
is good news for them, and good news for the country. But they are still not safe from President Trump's arbitrary 
whims and the malice of the anti-immigration fanatics he has brought into government.” 

The Washington Free Beacon (6/18, Daley, 78K) says the ruling “capstones a first term for Trump that has 
seen little progress on immigration, to the disappointment of his supporters.” The Wall Street Journal (6/18, 
Kendall, Bravin, Hackrnan, Subscription Publication, 7.67M) and McClatchy (6/18, Madan, Daugherty, 791), 
among other news outlets, similarly report Thursday's ruling. 

The CBS Evening New: ES (8/18, story 2, 2:40, O'Donnell, 4.56M) reporied on “the reaction of the people 
impacted most by this decision: Dreamers,” and the New York Times (6/18, Jordan, 18.61M) reports “there was 
celebration Thursday in front of the Supreme Court in Washington and among young immigrants across the 
country, who had feared that the court would side with the government and clear the way for a speedy end to 


their legal lifeline.” The Times spoke with several Dreamers about their reaction. 

The Washington Times (6/18, Ai, Dinan, 492K) reports many Dreamers “took to social media to celebrate 
the Supreme Court ruling, though many of them acknowledged they were surprised the case turned out that 
way.” 

A Wall Street Journal (6/18, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) editorial criticizes the ruling, saying itis nota 
matter for the court, but rather Congress, to decide. 

Republican Senators Criticize Ruling, Roberts. The Hill (6/18, Camey, 2.98M) reports, 
“Conservative senators are fuming over the Supreme Court's ruling...and, in particular, Chief Justice John 
Roberts.” Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AR) said Roberts was posturing as a “Solomon who will save our institutions from 
political controversy and accountability.” Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) “railed against Roberis during a Senate floor 
speech,” saying, “Chief Justice Roberts has been playing games with the court to achieve the policy outcomes 
he desires.” Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL), meanwhile, said the Court increasingly “appears to be legislating.” 

Obama, Biden Praise Decision. The CBS Evening News = (6/18, lead story, 3:25, O'Donnell, 4.56M) 
reported “on Twitter, President Obama praised the decision and urged Americans to elect Joe Biden and a 


Democratic Congress that does tts job.” 


ABC World News Tonight = (6/18, lead story, 3:50, Muir, 7.39M) reported Joe Biden responded on Twitter, 
saying, “Here’s my promise to you. On day one, Ill send a bill fo Congress that creates a clear road map to 
citizenship for Dreamers and for 11 million undocumented migrants into our country.” 


Democrats Unveil $1.5T Infrastructure Bill. 
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Reuters (6/18, Cowan) reporis House Democrats “on Thursday unveiled a $1.5 trillion infrastructure bill that they 
will seek to pass in coming weeks, arguing it has been made more urgent by the coronavirus pandemic.” House 
Speaker Pelosi “said she would push for passage of the sprawling bill, which also would bring broadband service 
to more rural areas, before a July 4 congressional recess.” Politico (6/18, Wolfe, 4.29M) explains “the House is 


preparing io merge several typically unrelated bills into one massive ‘infrastructure’ package.” Pelosi “gathered 
the heads of sorne of the largest House committees to discuss their pieces of the legislation, which she called 
‘Moving America Forward.” 

The Hill (6/18, Beitsch, 2.98M)} calls the bill “the latest attempt io advance an infrastructure package that has 
been discussed since the early days of the Trump administration but continuously fails to gain traction,” and adds 
“lawmakers are more optimistic this time around as Congress considers more spending to help stabilize the 
economy amid fallout from the coronavirus.” 


In Autobiography, Top Donor To Pro-Trump Super PAC “Used Racial Stereotypes To 
Describe” Blacks. 


The Washington Post (6/18, Lee, 14.2M} reports, “The fop donor supporting President Trump's reelection and 
GOP congressional lawmakers is a reclusive heir to the wealthy Mellon family fortune who used racial 
stereotypes to describe African Americans in a self-published autobiography. Timothy Mellon, the 77-year-old 
founder of a rail and freight company, who poured $30 million into three GOP super PACs in five months, wrote 
that black people were ‘even more belligerent’ after the expansion of social programs in the 1960s and 1970s 
and that Americans who rely on government assistance were ‘slaves of a new Master, Uncle Sam.” The Post 
says Mellon wrote the comments “in a self-published 2015 autobiography.” Mellon “gave his first major pro- 
Trump donation in April, with a $10 million check to America First Action, the main super PAC supporting the 
president’s reelection.” 


Advertisers Flee Carlson’s Fox Program While Ratings Remain Steady. 


The New York Times (6/18, Grynbaum, Hsu, 18.67M) reports, “Amid a backiash and an ad boycott, ‘Tucker 
Carlson Tonight? is still attracting big audiences, another sign of the nation’s political divide.” In recent weeks, 
Carlson has “challenged the Black Lives Matter movement, dismissed demonstrators as ‘criminal mobs,’ 
accused a Texas police chief of ‘sounding more like a therapist than a cop’ and mocked a CNN children’s special 
about racism that featured Elmo, the ‘Sesame Stree?’ puppet.” But Carlson’s show was “seen by 4.2 million 
peaple on Monday, making it the most-watched television program in the country that night.” 


Gaetz Reveals He Has A Cuban-American Son. 


The Washington Examiner (6/18, Yilek, 448K) reports Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL) has “revealed he has a 19-year- 
old son,” writing on Twitter, “This is my son Nestor [Galban]. We share no blood but he is my life. He came from 
Cuba (legally, of course) six years ago and lives with me in Florida. Nesior turned 19 a few days ago & will be off 
to University. He arrived here at 12. As you can imagine, | was triggered when (to make an absurd debate point) 
a fellow congressman diminished the contributions of Republicans because we don't raise non-white kids. Well, | 
nave.” 

Fox News (6/18, Phillips, 27.59M)} reporis on its website that Gaetz was referring to “a fiery exchange” with 
Rep. Cedric Richmond (D-LA) a day earlier. During the argument “over the House police reform bill, Richmond 
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said he was ‘anary as helf at his Republican colleagues who ‘keep introducing amendments that are a tangent 
and a distraction’ and asking them to nol ‘make a mockery of the pain that exists in my community.” Business 
Insider (6/18, Sheth, 3.67M) recounts that “after Richmond discussed the injustice that Black people like him and 
his son face, Gaeiz interjected and asked, ‘Are you suggesting that you’re certain none of us have nonwhite 
children? Because you reflect on your Black son, and you said none of us could understand.” 


Fox News National Poll: Biden Leads Trump 50%-38%, Up From An Eight-Point Edge In 
May. 

On iis website, Fox News (6/18, Blanton, 27.59M) reports that a Fox News national poll of 1,343 voters, taken 
June 13-16, shows Joe Biden leading President Trump 50%-38%. Fox News says, “That 12-point advantage is 
statistically significant, and up from Biden’s 8-point lead last month (48-40 percent).” Fox News adds, “Biden 
supporters are far more likely to say fear that Trump might win is behind their vote choice (63 percent) than to 
say itis enthusiasm for Biden (37 percent). The opposite is true among those backing Trump, as almost twice as 
many of his supporters say enthusiasm is the motivation (62 percent) rather than fear Biden could win (33 
percent).” 

Politico (6/18, Choi, 4.29M) reporis that the Fox survey “was conducted amid weeks of protests over race 
and police brutality, a period where Trump attempted to establish himself as a ‘law and order’ president and 
threatened federal force to quell demonstrators. Some 61 percent of respondents disapproved of Trump’s 
handling of race relations, compared to only 32 percent approving. Last month, those figures were ait 56 percent 
and 37 percent respectively.” 

Quinnipiac National Poll; Biden Leads Trump 48%-47%. The Hill (6/18, Greenwood, 2.98M) 
reports that a Quinnipiac University national poll of 1,332 “self-identified registered voters,” taken June 11-15, 
shows Biden leading Trump 49%-41%, “a significant lead, sitting outside the survey's 2.7 percentage-point 
margin of error, albeit smaller than the 11-point lead Biden held in a similar Quinnipiac poll released last month.” 

Democracy Fund/UCLA Nationscape Project National Pall: Siden Leads Trump 80%-39%. 
USA Today (6/18, Wu, 10.31M) reports that a Democracy Fund/UCLA Nationscape Project national poll of 
10,601 voters, taken May 28-June 20, shows Biden leading Trurnp 50%-39%. USA Today says, “The Democracy 
Fund + UCLA Nationscape Project is a large-scale study of the American electorate. Throughout the 2020 
election cycle, the researchers air to conduct 500,000 interviews about policies and the presidential 
candidates.” 

New Nampshire Poll: Siden Leads Trump 49%-¢2%. On its website, WMUR-TV Manchester, NH 
(6/18, DiStaso, 239K) reports that a Saint Anselm College Survey Center poll of 1,072 New Hampshire voters, 
taken June 13-16, shows Biden leading Trurnp 49%-42%. According to the poll, “58 percent of Granite Staters 
view... Trump unfavorably, while 42 percent view him favorably.” However, “Biden is also ‘under water’ in the 
Grantie State, with 52 percent viewing him unfavorably and 47 percent viewing him favorably.” 

Trumo’s Approval Rating Af 38% in New AP Poll. Under the headline “AP-NORC Poll: Trump Adds 
To Divisions In An Unhappy Country,” the AP (6/18, Pace, Swanson} reporis that according to an AP-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research poll, “most Americans — including 63% of Republicans — say the country is 
heading in the wrong direction. And close io two-thirds ~ including 37% of Republicans ~ say Trump is making 
America more divided.” The AP adds, “Just 24% say the country is headed in the right direction, down from 33% 
a month ago and 42% in March. ... Overall, 37% of Americans say they approve of Trump’s handling of the 
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coronavirus outbreak — a dip from 44% in March.” The AP adds, “Trump’s overall approval rating...sits at 39%,” 
which is “down slighily from the 43% who approved of his job performance in February and March,” but “well 
within the narrow range where his ratings have stayed throughout his time in office.” 

Reuters (6/18, Oliphant, Kahn, Mason) reports that Biden “now has a 13-point lead over Trump, the biggest 
recorded by the Reuters/ipsos poll since Democrats began their state nominating contests earlier this year, 
powered by substantial gains among suburban residents, independents and high-income earners.” Reuters 
adds, “Even traditionally Republican-leaning groups — men, white suburban women and those older than 55 — 
have recently flipped for Biden, the polling analysis shows. Trump fed elderly voters until May.” 


Trump Says He Will Only Lose If Democrats Exploit Mail-In Voting. 


in an exclusive, the Washington Times (6/18, Boyer, 492K) reports on a Thursday interview it conducted with 
President Trump, who was “asked how he assesses the race against [Joe] Biden compared with [Hillary] Clinton 
in 2016." Trump replied that Biden is “weaker, but the machine is stronger, because they're desperate.” The 
Times adds, “Pointing to increased hiring and retail sales in May as states reopened from the coronavirus 
shutdowns,” Trump “said the economy will be a ‘better platform’ for him to win in November.” Trump “said his 
chief concern about the election is the push to allow more voling by mail.” Said Trump, “Mail-in voting is the only 
way I’m going to lose, because they [Democrats] cheat and rob and steal. They don’t send [ballots] fo certain 
areas, mostly Republican areas. There’s so much illegal voting.” 


Trump Campaign Wants Four Debates. 


Politico (6/18, isenstadt, 4.29M) reports that President Trump's carnpaign “has tapped former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani to spearhead a campaign to press for more debates this fall, starting earlier than usual and to have 
a say in choosing the moderators. The changes sought by the Trump campaign amount to a major reversal. 
Trump jast year threatened to boycott the debates; now he wants more one-on-one encounters with...Joe Biden, 
which advisers think will sow doubts about the former vice president's stamina for the job.” Politico says that on 
Thursday, Giuliani “held a...conference call with Trump campaign manager Brad Parscale and Frank Fahrenkopf, 
co-chairman of the nonpartisan Commission on Presidential Debates.” Giuliani and Parscale “pushed for the 
debates to begin before early voting starts,” and “also requested a fourth debate.” 

Under the headline “Getting Biden Out Of The Basement: Giuliani Tasked By Trump With Securing Extra 
Debates,” the Washington Examiner (6/18, Doyle, 448K) reports that the Trump camp wanis Giuliani “to lead an 
effort demanding extra presidential debates, believing Trump will gain from them by shining a spotlight 
on...Biden.” The Examiner adds, “Trump officials began shifting course as the former vice president moved 
closer to clinching the Democratic Party nomination. White House counselor Kellyanne Conway pressed for extra 
presidential debates, calling in May for ‘more of them than usual’ because of Biden’s time spent largely out of 
view.” 


Trump Campaign Ad: Biden “Received Endorsements By Osama Bin Laden.” 


The Washington Examiner (6/18, Leonardi, 448K) reports that the Trump campaign is out with an ad hammering 
Joe Biden. in the spot, a narrator says, “Joe Biden received endorsements by Osarna bin Laden. After our brave 
warriors took him out, which Joe Biden was against doing, bin Laden planned to atlack Obama to make Joe 
Biden president, thinking that would be enough of a US disaster in and of itself.” The narrator adds, “Joe Biden: 
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China’s candidate, lran’s candidate, and Osama’s candidate. We need a president who terrorists and tyrants 
fear.” The Examiner says, “Secretive documents, which were first reported by the Washingion Post in 2072, 
showed bin Laden wanted to kill former President Barack Obama and US Gen. David Petraeus so Biden would 
becorne the president.” 


Biden Airing Ads In Six States Trump Carried In 2016. 


The New York Times (6/18, Goldmacher, 18.61M) reporis that Joe Biden is “making his first television ad buy of 
the general election, a $15 million television, digital, radio and print advertising blitz starting Friday for five weeks 
across six fall battlegrounds — all states that President Trump carried in 2016. The ads, which will air in Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Florida, Arizona and North Carolina, as well as on national cable, are evidence of Mr. 
Biden’s improved financial position after he raised $80.8 million in May, as well as a forceful early effort to lock in 
and expand the consistent lead he has established in national polls over Mr. Trump.” The Times adds that Trump 
“has so far advertised in the same six states where Mr. Biden is going up with ads, along with lowa and Chio, 
two states that Mr. Trump won more comfortably in 2016 and that were not initially expected to be crucial 2020 
swing states.” 

Reuters (6/18, Reid} reports that Biden's ads “will be positive in nature, using Biden's own words to portray 
‘a voice of clarity and moral authority that the country desperately needs,’ the campaign said.” On its website, 
CNN (6/18, Saenz, Dean, 83.16M) reports, “The first ad, titled ‘Unite Us,’ features Biden’s...words from his 
Philadelphia speech where he promised, ‘| won't traffic in fear and division. | won't fan the flames of hate. I'll seek 
to heal the racial wounds thai have long plagued our country, not use them for political gain’ as it shows images 
of Trump's photo op at St. John’s Church after peaceful protestors were forcibly cleared from the area a few 
weeks ago. lt also features images of Biden wearing a mask while meeting with voters. The second ad, ‘My 
Commitment,’ is a positive message that features Biden speaking about the importance of essential workers, the 
need to pay them adequately, and portraying the role of a president as a ‘duly to care, to care for all of us, not 
just those who vote for us.” 

Under the headline “Joe Biden’s Ad Launch Signals New Strength In His Campaign To Unseat President 
Trump,” the Los Angeles Times (6/18, Finnegan, 4.64M) reports that Biden’s launch of the ads ‘reflects his 
growing strength in both fundraising and polling at a time when most Americans disapprove of Trump’s response 
to the coronavirus pandemic and nationwide Black Lives Matter protests. It also offers voters in six of the most 
competitive states in the November election a counterpaint to Trump ads that attempt to portray Biden, 77, as a 
feeble cld man who has failed to confront China.” Fox News (6/18, Steinhauser, 27.59M) and The Hill (6/78, 
Axelrod, 2.98M) also report on the story. 


Klobuchar Withdraws From VP Consideration, Urges Biden “To Put A Woman Of Color On 
That Ticket.” 


The New York Times (6/18, Epstein, 18.61M) reports Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) “announced late Thursday 
that she was withdrawing from consideration” to be Joe Biden’s running mate, and told MSNBC “that she called 
Mr. Biden Wednesday night and told him he should choose a woman of color to be his running mate.” Kiobuchar 
said, “After what I’ve seen in my state and whai I’ve seen across the country, this is a historic moment and 
America must seize on this moment. | truly believe, as | told [Biden] last night, that | believe that this is a moment 
to put a woman of color on that ticket.” 
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A new Monmouth poll finds 59 percent of Democratic primary voters believe a woman of color would 
increase the tickel’s chances of victory. 
Carson: “identity Politics” Would Be Sehind Biden Choosing Slack Woman As Running 


Wate. Appearing Thursday on Fox News’ Ingraham Angle = (6/18, 2.91M}, HUD Secretary Carson was asked 
about Biden possibly an African American woman, such as Rep. Val Demings (D-FL)} as his running mate. 
Carson said, “It's completely the opposite of what Dr. Martin Luther King said, evaluate people based on their 
character and not the color of their skin. It’s all about identity politics. That way you can manipulate each one of 
the groups separately and make you think that you are their savior.” 


Clarke Mailer Shows NY9 Primary Challenger’s Face “Noticeably Darkened.” 


The New York Daily News (6/18, Shahrigian, 2.52M) the reelection campaign of Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-NY) “is 
sending out mail with the skin color of her progressive challenger Adem Bunkeddeko noticeably darkened — a 
move he described as ‘racist’ - ahead of next Tuesday's Democratic primary.” Bunkeddeko said in a Thursday 
statement to the Daily News, “As Democrats, we are supposed to be the party of equality, truth and facts. But 
instead, Ms. Clarke puts out a racist mailer that clearly darkens my skin. This is despicable. She needs to 
apologize to me and every single one of her constituents. ... Ata time when we're rising up to say Black Lives 
Matter and demanding overdue reforms, re-creating the type of campaign atiacks that have been used for 
generations of fear-mongering is inexcusable.” 

The Washington Free Beacon (6/18, Anderson, 78K} reports Clarke “did not respond to a request for 
comment from the Free Beacon on the decision to use the photo without Bunkeddeko’s permission,” but “her 
campaign denied the racism accusation in a statement” that read, “To suggest that our campaign for a Black 
woman, run by Black women would deliberately darken a Black man’s face is preposterous.” 


Democrat McClellan Announces 2021 Bid For Virginia Governor. 


The AP (6/18, Suderman) reports that Democratic state Sen. Jennifer McClellan (D} on Thursday announced a 
2021 bid to succeed term-limited Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam (D), “which if successful would make her the 
nation’s first African-American woman to ever lead a state.” The AP adds that several other Democrats are 
“either officially running or eyeing a possible” 2021 bid, including “former Gov. Terry McAuliffe, Lt. Gov. Justin 
Fairfax, Attorney General Mark Herring and Del. Jennifer Carroll Foy, who like McClellan is also a black woman. 
lf she were to win the 2021 contest, McClellan would be Virginia's first woman governor, the first African 
American female governor in the United States and only the second woman ever elected to statewide office in 
Virginia.” 

Politico (6/18, King, 4.29M) reports that McClellan, “one of two African American women who have 
announced their candidacies in the 2021 election, is making a timely entry into the Democratic primary. As 
issues of race in America have been pushed to the front of mind for more voters, at least four black women have 
drawn mention as vice presidential prospects for presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden. One 
of them, Stacey Abrams, narrowly lost her 2018 gubernatorial bid in Georgia. Black women — one of the 
Democratic party’s most influential voting biocs — are also seeing their numbers grow in Congress and state 
iegisiatures.” 

The Hill (6/18, Birenbaum, 2.98M) reports that in a Thursday interview, McClellan “framed her campaign in 
a historical context, referencing the New Deal and racial unrest in 1968, saying she would aim to use 
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government as a force for progressive change. She said she would address the economic effects of the 
pandemic through guaranteeing economic and health care safety nets and expanding clean eneray jobs in the 
state.” On its website, CNN (6/18, Duster, 83.16M) reports that Fairfax, an African American, “said during a 
dinner in December 2019 that he ‘was going to be planning to run for governor in 2021,” and “is expected to 
launch a bid but has not made an official announcement.” 


Jean Kennedy Smith Dies At 92. 


(6/18, story 9, 0:20, Muir, 7.39M) reported Jean Kennedy Smith, the last surviving 
=| (6/18, story 10, 0:15, 
O'Donnell, 4.56M) reported, “In the 1990s, Smith became the American ambassador to Ireland, where she 


ABC World News Tonigh 
sibling of President John F. Kennedy, has died at the age of 92. The CBS Evening New 


played a key role in brokering the Northern Ireland peace accords.” On NBC Nightly News = (6/18, story 10, 
1:10, Holt, 6.63M)}, Andrea Mitchell reported Smith “received the Medal of Freedom from President Obama in 
2011.” 
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NIA News 


« Biden’s Vaccine Push Runs Into Distrust In The Black Communily. 
* Biden And His Team Continue To ignore COVID-19 Science. 
* The Vaccines Wil End The Pandemic — Whether Dr. Fauci Likes It Or Not. 
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° Fauci Touts Biden Adminisiration’s Efforts To Accelerate Distribution Of COVID-719 Vaccines. 

* Schools Must Have COVID Relief Funds And More Resources To Reopen Safely, Fauci Says. 

e Americans Will Need To Wear Masks For ‘Several, Several Months’ As COVID-19 Vaccinations Rollout, Fauci 
Says. 

° Dr. Fauci Feared Catching COVID-19 in Trump’s ‘Super-Spreader White House. 

« Fauci Says School Reopening Can Occur Before All Teachers Are Vaccinated. 
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«Ben Domenech: Dr. Fauci, Teachers’ Unions Taking ‘Nonsensical’ Stance On School Reopenings. 
«When Wil COVID Vaccines Be Available For Everyone? Biden, Fauci Offer Rough Timeline. 
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« How Scientists Saved Trump’s FDA From Politics. 
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« A] Could Quicken Disease Diagnoses And Save Lives. 

° NIH, FDA Sought Help From State To Get COVID Vaccines For Staff, 
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* Vitamin C, Zinc Don’t Lessen Covid-19 Symptoms, Study Finds. 
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* ¥CU’s Rob Winn Refiects On A Year Of COVID, Racial Reckoning, And Being The Sole Black Director Of An 
NCI-Designated Cancer Center. 

* Pharmacies Move To The Forefront Of The U.S. Vaccine Campaign. 

« Biden Says ‘Almost Everybody’ Could Have COVID-19 Vaccines By ‘The End Of Summer’. 

° A Mysterious COVID Syndrome Still Stalks N.J.’s Kids. Doctors Remain On Alert As Cases Rise. 

* ACTIV-2 Looks Beyond MAb Infusions With Four New Treatment Arms. 

* Biden Grapples With Balancing Optimism And Tough Talk On Pandemic’s Outlook. 
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* Biden To Extend Home Foreclosure Ban, Expand Mortgage Relief Program. 

« Biden Administration Consulting With Tech Giants To Improve COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

«Millions Of Rapid COVID-19 Tests Purchased By Feds Remain Unused. 
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* Biden To Discuss Pandemic During Virtual G7 Meeting On Friday. 

« Experts Say Feds Need Targeted Messages To Encourage COVID-19 Vaccinations, Not National Campaigns. 
* Members Of US Public Health Service Stil Awaiting Their Own COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Poll indicates 24% Of Americans Were Unable To Obtain COVID-19 Tests. 

* Pentagon Approves 20 More Teams To Help FEMA With COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

* Black Americans In Tuskegee Afraid To Receive COVID-19 Vaccine Due To “Infamous” Syphilis Study. 

* GOP Using Reopening Of Schools As Political Hammer Against Biden, Dems. 

« Slavitt Says Everyone Should Be More Cautious As The UK Variant Spreads In The US. 

* Slavitt Says Biden Administration Believes There Will Be Enough COVID-19 Vaccines For All Americans By 
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«Expert Says UK Variant May Make lt Challenging For Schools To Reopen. 
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* Louisiana To Begin Enforcing Mask Requirement For Almosi All Ferry Passengers. 


GADB0000003185 


* Connecticut Governor Credits Vaccinations With Drop in COVID-19 Infection Rate. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine. 
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« Beaumont Health Cancels Over 1,800 COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments Due To Reduction In Allocation 
From Michigan. 

« Child Care Workers Now Prioritized For COVID-19 Vaccine In Kentucky. 

° Blue Shield Of California Secures Contract To Boost COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution. 

* Pennsyivania’s Data On Ethnicity, Race In COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Reportedly Lacking. 

« Connecticut Teachers Push For School Employees To Be Prioritized In COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

* Rhode Island Lieutenant Governor “Not Satisfied” With State’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

« Commentary Discusses How To Ensure Communities Of Color Receive COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« Governors Urge Biden To Give Them More Say In How Feds Distribute COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Opinion: California Must Create COVID-19 Vaccination Plan For ICE Facilities. 

° UK Coronavirus Variant Detected In New Hampshire For First Time. 

« University Of Central Florida Student Contracis UK Coronavirus Variant. 

» New York’s COVID-19 Seven-Day Positivity Rate Reaches Lowest Mark Since End Of November. 

«Los Angeles County Seeing Drop In COVID-19 Cases. 

° Navy Says Three Sailors Aboard USS Theodore Roosevelt Tested Positive For COVID-19. 

« Texas Health Officials Warn Of “Rapid Growth” Of UK COVID-19 Variant. 

* Second Case Of UK Coronavirus Variant Found In Kansas. 

* Connecticut Confirms First Case Of South Africa COVID-19 Variant. 

* UK Coronavirus Variant Likely 30-70% More Deadly, Study Suggests. 

* HHS To Extend Liability Protections Amid COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

« Novavax To Complete US Vaccine Trial Enroliment in Record Time. 

e Pfizer Confident li Can Deliver 2B COVID-19 Vaccine Doses This Year As Company Ramps Up Capacity, 
Executive Says. 

° Pfizer Vaccine Proves Effective In israel. 

«US Hits Milestone With 50M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered. 

Walmart Starts Large-Scale Vaccine Distribution. 

« FDA Allows Moderna To Increase Quantity Of is COVID-19 Vaccine in Each Vial. 
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* Possibly Thousands Of Foreign Nationais Have Received COVID-19 Vaccine In US. 

* Sanofi CEO Admits COVID-19 Vaccine “Will Not Be Ready This Year.” 

° AstraZeneca, Oxford University Start Testing COVID-19 Vaccine In Children. 

« Physicians Aiming To Combat Anti-Vaccine Misinformation. 

° Despite Initial Promises, Most Of Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Sold Only To Rich Countries. 
«Men Accused Of Creating Fake Site To Sell COVID-19 Vaccines. 

* Black Americans Reportedly Disadvantaged By COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout That Prioritizes Thase Over 75. 
* MSU Researcher Tests Cannabis-Based Drug To Fight COVID-19. 

* Child Care Workers Reportedly Being Left Behind In COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

* HIV Activists Fought For Inclusion In COVID-19 Vaccine Trials. 

* Residents At One West Virginia Nursing Home Finish Receiving COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

* Massachusetts Baby Boomers Waiting To Get COVID-19 Vaccine As State Prioritizes Those Over 75. 
* Republicans Nationwide More Supportive Of Biden Relief Plan Than GOP Lawmakers. 

* NYTimes Analysis: Biden, Fed Cast Aside Inflation Worries To Push COVID-19 Relief, 

« Activists Reportedly Worry Biden Undermines Minimum Wage Effort In COVID-19 Relief. 

* Opinion: COVID Relief Bill Debate Misses Point Of Stimulus. 

«WPost Analysis: State And Local Governments Cut 1.3M Jobs During Pandemic. 

° Opinion: Finance Guru Dave Ramsey Was Wrong To Mock Stimulus Checks. 

* Biden's $3,000 Per-Child Benefit May Face Challenges, Experts Warn. 

« Coronavirus Stimulus Recipients Boost Consumer Spending. 

* Remote Learning Amid COVID-19 Leads To Weight Gain Among Children, Doctors Warn. 

* Former CDC Director Discusses Steps To Prepare For Future Pandemics. 

e FDA Approves Becton Dickinson Rapid COVID-19, Flu Test. 

* COVID-19 Leaving Millions Jobless, Taking A Toll On Mental Health. 

* States Expanding COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Faster Than They Can Receive Adequate Doses. 

« lowa Lags in Delivery Of COVID-19 Vaccine Because Of Inadequate Preparation, Lack Of Staff, Other issues. 
* Black Hospital Workers In Chicago Refuse COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Providing COVID-19 Vaccine To LA's Horneless People “Fraught With Obstacles.” 

° New Health Department Data In California Show Disparities In COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution. 

« Philadeiphia Shutters Mass COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Amid Concerns About Personal Data. 

* College Campus Housing Staff Push For Access To COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* New York Governor Faces New Allegations Of Covering Up Nursing Home Deaths. 

* New Jersey Officials Blame Microsoft Giltches For COVID-19 Vaccination Appointment Issues. 

* Montana Governor Lifts Mask Mandate. 

« Massachusetts Medical Leaders Disagree With Governor's Plan To Pause COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution To 
Hospitals. 

« Washingion State To Focus On Second COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 

° People With Disabilities Are Afraid They Will Be Left Behind In The COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

« Two San Francisco Mass COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Temporarily Shutter Due To Lack Of Supply. 

* Experts Warn New Spike In COVID-19 Cases Could Occur This Surnmmer If States Prematurely Lift Restrictions. 
« Data Show Only 11% Of Alabamians Who Received COVID-19 Vaccine Are Black. 


GADB0000003185 


* Pennsylvania Secretary Of Health Orders Providers To Administer 80% Of First Doses Within Seven Days Of 
Receiving COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Colorado Eases Restrictions On Indoor Dining. 

« One-Third Of Residents In Tuluksak, Alaska Diagnosed With COVID-19. 

° Californians With Underlying Health Conditions Will Be Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine March 15. 

« Florida Emergency Management Official Overseeing COVID-19 Response Resigns. 

* Oklahoma Health Officials Learn Federally Supported COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Do Not Come With 
Additional Vaccines. 

* Amazon Sues New York Atlorney General To Stop COVID-19 Charges. 

* Massachusetts Offers COVID-19 Vaccine To Those Who Accompany Elders To Mass Vaccination Sites. 

« California Church Postpones Conference After LA County Health Officials Warn Indoor Conferences Are 
Prohibited. 

« Disability Rights Advocaies Urge Massachusetts To Expand COVID-19 Vaccine Priority To More People With 
Underlying Conditions. 

« Massachusetts Legislators Urge Governor To Modify COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 

* Experts Fear Massachusetts’ Decision To Stop New COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments At Hospitals Could Be 
Disruptive. 

° DC, Maryland, Virginia Could Receive More Than $148 In Direct COVID-19 Relief Funding. 

* Prince George’s County Officials Apologize For Faulty Vaccine Rollout. 

* Virginia Democrats To Unveil Legislation To Reopen Schools. 

* Virginia To Launch Statewide System For COVID-19 Vaccine Scheduling. 

* St. Louis-Area Group Homes Struggle To Find COVID-19 Vaccine For Residents. 

* Some Fitness Trainers Received COVID-19 Vaccine As “Health Care Workers” In California. 

« Minnesota Health Officials Remind Residents To Wear Masks. 

* Governor Says Minnesota Could Lead The Way On Resuming In-Person Learning. 

« Governor Says President Biden Is Targeting Florida Despite Pandemic Success. 

* Nebraska Governor Continues To Focus On Vaccinating Older Residents Despite Pressure From Teachers. 
« Chicago-Area Counties Have Some Of The Lowest COVID-19 Vaccination Rates In Illinois. 

° Ohio Governor Suggests He Will Withhold Teachers’ COVID-19 Vaccinations if Schools Don’t Open By March 
1. 

« Courts Unlikely To Grant COVID-19 Restriction, Lockdown Challenges By Individuals, Businesses. 

* LA County Hospital Violated Rules By Providing COVID-19 Vaccine To Private School Teachers. 

* California’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Plaqued By Data Issues, inaccuracies. 

* New Yorkers With Chronic Health Conditions Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Nebraska Orders 90% Of COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Go To People Aged 65 And Older. 

« Congressional Lawmakers Ask HHS To Ban Preferential Access To COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Honolulu Mayor Extends COVID-19 Restrictions. 

° White House Calls On China To Make Data Available On Early Days Of Pandemic. 

« Research Encourages People To Spend Time In Nature To Stay Healthy. 

* Older Americans Consider Resuming Certain Activities Following COVID-19 Vaccinations. 

« Professionals “Increasingly Alarmed” By “Deteriorating Mental State Of Young People.” 
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* Scientists Envision Surveillance System For New Viruses. 

*Pandemics Throughout History Have Spawned Extremist Movements, Experts Say. 

* House Hopes To Set Aside $50M For Increased Toy, Consumer Product Safety Screenings. 

« CDC Data Indicate US Has Administered 52.9M Doses Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* COVID-19 May Never Disappear, And May Become Another lliness Humans Must Contend With, Experts 
Predict. 

*US Hospitals Say Supplies Of PPE, Other Crucial Medical Equipment At All-Time Low As Pandemic Persists. 
* Children Not Receiving Dental Care Amid Pandemic. 

* Four Drugmakers To Write Off Part Of Opioid Setilement Casts. 

* Weekly Trips To ED For Drug Overdoses Were Higher In 2020 Than 2019, Study indicates. 

« Public Health Experts Pressuring Biden Administration To Address Rise in Drug Overdose Deaths. 

° BMS, Sanofi Ordered To Pay More Than $834M For Clopidogrel Marketing. 

« Experts Excited By Preliminary Study Of Drug Designed To Treat Hunter Syndrome. 

° E-Cigaretie Ad Appears On Remote Learning App, Prompting Colorado Lawmaker To Consider Siricter 
Marketing Regulations. 

* Erie School District Joins Many Others In Filing Suit Against Juul For Allegedly Targeting Minors. 

« North Dakota House Rejects Bills That Would Increase Taxes On Cigarettes, Other Tobacco Products. 

° Opinion: Minnesota Governor Wants To Penalize Retailers, Consumers By Raising Cigarette, Moist Snuff 
Taxes. 

* Rep. Josh Gottheimer Sponsored Anti-Vaping Legislation While investing in Tobacco Conglomerate. 

* South Carolina Bill Would Ban Local Municipalities From Enacting Laws Related To Certain Cigarette, Vape, 
Nicotine Products. 

« South Carolina Lawmakers Looking To Break Apart State’s Bloated Health, Environmental Agency. 

* Drinking Caffeinated Coffee Could Reduce Heart Failure Risk, Analysis Suggests. 

° US Breast Cancer Death Rates No Longer Decreasing, Study Finds. 

« Delaying Sleep With Mindiess TV, Internet Browsing May increase Siress, Experts Warn. 

» Some States Urge Federal Court To Allow Obtaining Abortion Pills Via Telemedicine. 

« CDC Calls For Action in West Virginia HIV Outbreak. 

° Depression Symptoms Three Times Greater Since Pandemic, Survey Finds. 

« State Lawmakers Taking More Action To Stop Drugmakers From Price Hikes Absent Federal Policy. 

* Analysis: Biden Faces Challenges in Confronting Pandemic. 

* Physicians Seeing Striking Increase In Cases Of MIS-C. 

« Some Providers In Greater DC Region Reporiedly Concerned About Availability Of Second COVID-19 Vaccine 
Doses. 


Global Health News 

«WHO Authorizes Use Of AstraZzeneca-Oxford Coronavirus Vaccine. 

* COVID-19 Vaccine Becomes Touchy Subject Ahead Of Olympics. 

* incoming WTO Chief Warns Against “Vaccine Nationalism” Amid Pandemic. 

* British Prime Minister Says World Powers Should Agree To Treaty On Pandemics To Ensure Transparency. 
* South Africa Asks Serum Institute Of India To Take Back 1M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 
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* israel Reporis Three South African Variant Infections In People Who Had Recovered From A Previous 
Coronavirus infection. 

* Numerous Lower-Income Countries Still Waiting For COVID-19 Vaccine As 152M Doses Have Been 
Administered Globally. 

° Malaysia Launching Rollout Of Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine Next Week. 

« Australia Approves COVID-719 Vaccine From AstraZeneca. 

« Chinese Government Weaponized COVID-19 Origin Disinformation Against US Through Internet, Analysis 
Says. 

* WHO Scientists Discuss Team’s Findings During Wuhan Visit. 

* WHO Chief Does Not Rule Out Any Explanations For COVID-19 Origin. 

* WHO Investigators Say China Refused To Provide Key Data. 

* COVID-19 Already Spreading In Wuhan By December 2019, WHO Says. 

«UK Vaccinates Nearly 25% Of Population, Begins Hotel Quarantines For Arrivals From 33 Countries. 

° UK Drug Regulator Auditing Serum Institute’s Manufacturing In India To Allow import Of COVID-19 Vaccines. 
«EU's Anti-Fraud Office Warns Member States Against COVID-19 Vaccine Scams. 

*EU in Talks With Moderna To Buy More COVID-19 Vaccines. 

« Israel Combatting COVID-19 Vaccine Misinformation. 

° Zimbabwe Receives First Shipment Of Sinopharm’s COVID-19 Vaccine From China. 

* No Evidence Of Community Spread Of COVID-19 In Auckland Since New Lockdown. 

* Peru's Foreign Minister Steps Down Amid Backlash From Government Officials Secretly Getting COVID-19 
Vaccine Early. 

* Italian Government Delays Opening Ski Reason Due To Coronavirus Variant. 

« Giving AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine To People In Italy Under 65 Is Acceptable, Official Says. 

« Ozech Government Declares New State Of Emergency. 

* Germany Tightens Controls At Borders With Czechia. 

« Japan Approves Pfizer's COVID-19 Vaccine. 

° WHO Chief Urges Vigilance Against COVID-19 Despite improving Numbers. 

« Johnson Planning Cautious But Irreversible Path Out Of COVID-19 Lockdown. 

° Pan-European Consortium Talking With Big Pharma To Support Late-Stage COVID-19 Vaccine Development. 
« South Africa Approves Study Of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Pakistani Lab To Receive Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine Doses For Commercial Sale Soon. 

« Mexico Receives 870,000 Doses Of AstraZeneca Vaccine. 

« Pfizer Not Planning Herd Immunity Study In Iceland Due To lis Declining COVID-19 Infection Rate. 

* UK Unprepared To Deliver Key Public Messages Al Start Of Pandemic, Former Adviser Says. 

«UK Government Pressured To Reopen Schools Slowly Next Month. 

* Keeping Schools Open Without Masks, Quarantines Doubled Swedish Teachers’ COVID-19 Risk, Study Finds. 
«Many Claim Strict European Lockdowns Brought Down R Value Of COVID-19. 

* Italian Venture Looking To Boost Production Of COVID-19 Shots Faces Shortages Of Key Supplies. 
«WPost: China's Reassurances On Coronavirus Origins Are Insufficient. 

* Some Europeans Balk At Getting AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine They Perceive As Less Effective. 
«india Using COVID-19 Vaccine Supply To Boost Diplomatic Ties. 
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° China Sends 200,000 Sinopharm Doses To Zimbabwe. 
« Brazil Confirms Cases Of UK Coronavirus Strain. 

* Guinea Health Officials Declare New Ebola Outbreak. 

« Congo Begins Ebola Vaccination Campaign. 

° Cuba Siruggies With Access To Clean Running Water. 


HHS in the News 

° CDC Releases New Guidelines For Reopening Schools. 

* ACA Support Groups Fear Lack Of Funding May Prevent Their Ability To Help Consumers. 

* Former Trump Health Aide Exploring Bid For US House Seat. 

« Some Calling For Senators To Hold Confirmation Hearing For Biden’s HHS Secretary Nominee. 

* Former HHS Secretary Sebelius Stresses Need For Americans To “Stay Vigilant” During Pandemic. 

« Commentary Outlines Steps To Help Businesses Reduce Risk Of Regulatory Action By State AGs Amid 
Pandemic. 

* CDC Director Discusses UK Coronavirus Variant, School Reopening During Interviews. 

* CDC Director Says It ls Too Early To Lif Mask Mandates. 

* Biden Administration Accused Of Throwing CDC Director “Under The Bus.” 

* CDC Says It Currently Has No Plans To Mandate COVID-19 Tests For Domestic Flights. 

° US Initiative To Vaccinate Nursing Home Residenis, Staff Against Coronavirus To Be Completed A Month Late. 
« Former Education Secretary Says It is A “Scandal” For Schools To Still Be Shut Down. 

* Republicans Urge Biden To Help Reopen Schools. 

« Scientists Split On Why COVID-19 Infections Are Dropping In US. 

* Model Projects 130,000 Additional US Deaths From COVID-19 Over Next Three And A Half Months. 

« COVID-19 Vaccine Makers, Regulators Deciding On Making Updates To Vaccines. 

» Gottlieb Argues Biden Administration Should Undertake More “Bespoke” Efforis In Coronavirus Vaccine 
Campaign. 

* Experts Warn Of Possible Fourth Wave Of Coronavirus As Governors Loosen Restrictions. 

* Biden Administration Moves To Roll Back Medicaid Work Requirements. 

* Biden Reestablishes White House Office Of Faith-Based And Neighborhood Partnerships. 

*e WHO Director-General Says He Discussed US Participation In COVAX With CDC Director. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
« Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

* Pelosi Says Congress Will Create Commission To Examine Capitol Riot. 

° Biden Spent Weekend At Camp David. 

* Biden Administration Could Take Action On Unrequlated Toxic “Forever Chemicals.” 

e Republican Senators Who Voted To Convict Trump Face Backlash From State Parties. 
« Dingell And Tlaib Promote Legislation To Create Local Water Fund. 
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° Millions Without Power, 150M Under Storm Wamings Across US. 

* Nevada Bill Would Replace Caucuses With First-in-The-Nation Presidential Primary. 

* McConnell Suggests He May Intervene In 2022 GOP Senate Primaries. 

« Perdue Files Paperwork For Likely Challenge To Warnock. 

° State Senator Enters lowa GOP Senate Race; Grandson Expects Grassley To Run Again. 
« Republican Schimpf Enters Hlinois Gubernatorial Race. 

* GOP Donor Who Gave $2.5M For Voter Fraud Probe Sues To Get His Money Back. 

* Lincoln Project Subject Of Allegations Regarding Sexual Harassment By Weaver. 


Biden’s Vaccine Push Runs Into Distrust In The Black Community. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Wootson, Sellers, 10.52M)} reported that Cameron Webb, the Biden Administration’s 
“senior policy adviser for covid-19 equity, acknowledged the administration is ‘swimming upstream’ when it 
comes to vaccine hesitancy” especially among Blacks who point to the infamous Tuskegee incident. Webb “said 
it is working to get information into the hands of influencers and community leaders who can spread the word 
and dispel rumors.” The article said President Biden tackled “the issue directly Thursday when he visited the 
National Institutes of Health, where he was hosted by NIH Director Francis Collins and” NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony S. Fauci. Biden stated, “I know people want confidence that its safe. Well, listen to Dr. Fauci. I did. | got 
my shots. ... i's safe. And we need more people to get vaccinated to beat this pandemic.” 


Biden And His Team Continue To Ignore COVID-19 Science. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Times (2/15, 626K), contributor Tim Constantine says “one of President 
Biden’s go-to speech lines is how important fl is to follow the science. He repeats Hf over and over. Follow the 
science. Follow the science.” Constantine asserts that “If the mantra is to ‘follow the science,’ every school in 
America should be open with classrooms full of students,” and Biden’s “failure io adhere to his own suggestion of 
following the science isn’t limited to the classroom either.” Constantine concludes that Biden’s “response has 
been choreographed for show rather than based on any real science or designed for actual results. America 
should fear his shameless empty political theater even more than the virus itself.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci 
and NIH Director Francis Collins are mentioned. 


The Vaccines Will End The Pandemic — Whether Dr. Fauci Likes It Or Not. 


in an opinion piece for the New York Post (2/15, 7.45M), contributor Karol Markowicz wriles, “Repeat afier me: 
Vaccines will end the pandemic. This bears repeating, as some elites seem bent on prolonging restrictions for a 
long time, perhaps indefinitely.” According to Markowicz, “if they have their way, we will wear masks for years, 
continue to socially distance and never get back io our regular lives.” Markowicz concludes, “We need people to 
get vaccinated, and ihe way to speed up this process is to assure people that their lives ~— their masked, isolated, 
miserable lives — will change with the shots. Again: Vaccines will end the pandemic. Don't let anyone tell you 
otherwise.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci, NIH Director Francis Collins, and CDC Director Rochelle Walensky 
are mentioned. 
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Fauci Touts Biden Administration’s Efforts To Accelerate Distribution Of COVID-19 
Vaccines. 


On ABC’s Good Morning America =! (2/12, 3.11M), NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci discussed the Biden 
Administration's efforts to accelerate COVID-19 vaccine distribution, saying “there are a few things that the 


President has put into the strategic plan, one, you just heard reported by the correspondent, namely, getting 
vaccines into pharmacies where peaple could conveniently get vaccinated. The other is the standing up of at 
least 100 vaccine centers, communily vaccine centers and the other is to use mobile units to get into nat easily 
accessible areas. So those are just three of the things as you say to kind of loosen up the bottleneck of getting 
doses into the arms of individuals. You've heard right now we have contracted for a total of 600 million, which 
would be just enough and maybe a little more to vaccinate everyone with two doses.” 


Schools Must Have COVID Relief Funds And More Resources To Reopen Safely, Fauci 
Says. 


McClatchy (2/15, Aldridge, 29K) reports that according to NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, “a COVID-19 
stimulus package needs to pass for schools to reopen safely.” He discussed the matter during an appearance on 
ABC's “This Week,” explaining that “school districts will need more resources to follow” the new guidelines the 
CDC recently unveiled. 

Additional Sources. The Hill (2/14, Choi, 5.69M) reported that Fauci stated, “I think that the schools 
really do need more resources and that’s the reason why the national relief act that we're talking about getting 
passed — we need that. The schoois need more resources.” 

Newsweek (2/14, Garrett, 2.67M)} and the Washington Examiner (2/14, Colton, 888K) also covered the 
story. 


Americans Will Need To Wear Masks For ‘Several, Several Months’ As COVID-19 
Vaccinations Rollout, Fauci Says. 


The Hill (2/42, Guzman, 5.69M)} reported that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “says people will need to 
continue wearing masks to curb the spread of the coronavirus for the next ‘several, several monihs’ as the nation 
races to get vaccines into the arms of Americans.” Fauci told ABC, “Hopefully by the time we get all the peaple 
vaccinated, let’s say 70 to 85 percent of the people vaccinated, the level of virus in the community could be so 
low that you could start pulling back a bit on the stringent public health measures.” He added, “You don’t want to 
do it all at once, but | think we’re going to be wearing masks for several, several months into the future.” 


Dr. Fauci Feared Catching COVID-19 In Trump’s ‘Super-Spreader’ White House. 


HuffPost (2/15, Moye, 363K) reports NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci, “who serves as chief medical adviser to 
the president, told Axios.com that he occasionally feared contracting COVID-19 when he visited the White House 
when Donald Trump was president.” Fauci stated, “I didn’t fixate on that, but it was in the back of my mind 
because | had to be out there. ... | mean, particularly when | was going to the White House every day when the 
White House was sort of a super-spreader location.” 


Fauci Says School Reopening Can Occur Before All Teachers Are Vaccinated. 
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On ABC’s This Week = (2/15, 295K}, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci discussed the CDC’s new guidelines for 
reopening schools, saying, “There’s a loi of layering to the mitigations, George, and | think the point to make [is] 
it's totally understandabie teachers’ concern, we appreciate thal. The issue is that there are a fot of things that 


can be done and they're really delineated pretty clearly in... the guidelines that are coming out that would make 
the risk less and this is the first time that its been put down in a document based on scientific observations and 
data over the last several months to a year, both in the United States and elsewhere. Part of that is to indicate 

and to suggest strongly that a preference be given to teachers to get vaccinated. So vaccinating teachers are a 
part of ft, but i's not something that you can’t open a school unless all the teachers are vaccinated.” 

Adaftional Sources. ABC News (2/14, Arnholz, 2.44M) reported that Fauci also said, “When you balance 
the benefit of getting the children back to school with the fact that the risks are being mitigated if you follow the 
recommendations and these new guidelines from the CDC, hopefully, | think that will alleviate the concerns on 
both sides.” The article said although “many leading teachers unions and advocacy groups have praised the new 
guidelines, several have raised concerns about how the CDC standards are still not being met in many schools 
in underprivileged communities.” 

The New York Daily News (2/14, Shahrigian, 2.51M) and the New York Post (2/14, Salo, 7.45M) also 
covered the story. 


Dr. Fauci Cautiously Optimistic For A Complete 2021 MLB Season. 


The New York Times (2/13, Wagner, 20.6M) reported, “As far as Dr. Anthony S. Fauci can recall, last season 
was the first time his life was almost completely devoid of watching baseball.” In an interview with the New York 
Times on Friday, Fauci said, “It was just really terrible.” In the interview, “Fauci discussed the public health 
challenges ahead, his optimism thai a normal 162-game season can be played, his belief that fans can return 
safely to the stands outdoors and what he told baseball officials.” 


Anthony Fauci Warns Americans Not To Let Down Their Guard About COVID-19 Variants. 


Axios (2/15, Talev, 1.26M) reports, “President Biden’s chief medical adviser, Dr. Anthony Fauci, tells ‘Axios on 
HBO’ that despite the effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccines, emerging variants could pose a ‘stumbling block’ 
and Americans shouldn't become complacent.” The NIAID director said, “You don’t want people to become 
complacent. We still have a long way to go ... We still might have a stumbling block coming with the appearance 
of variants that would dominate the picture.” 

Adaftional Source. Axios (2/14, Talev, 126M) reported that in the interview, Fauci expressed sympathy 
for people who are single and “trying to enjoy Valentine’s Day during the pandemic,” adding that “i would be 
stressful and frustrating to date while social distancing and trying to stay safe.” 


Fauci Wins $1 Million Israeli Prize For ‘Defending Science’. 


The AP (2/15, Kellman) reports, “Dr. Anthony Fauci has won the $1 million Dan David Prize for ‘defending 
science’ and advocating for vaccines now being administered worldwide to fight the coronavirus pandemic.” On 
Monday, the Israel-based Dan David Foundation “named President Joe Biden’s chief medical adviser as the 
winner of one of three prizes,” saying “he had earned the recognition over a IHetime of leadership on HIV 
research and AIDS relief, as well as his advocacy for the vaccines against COVID-19.” Fauci “has served seven 
presidents and has been the director of the National institute of Alergy and Infectious Diseases since 1984.” 
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Additional Sources. NPR (2/15, Estrin, 3.69M) reports that in 2003, Fauci “helped launch the President's 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief under the George W. Bush administration, which the NIH credits with saving 
millions of lives in the developing world.” The three awards this year are “focused on health and medicine.” 
According to the AP, “Zelig Eshhar of Israel's Weizmann Institute of Science, Carl June of the University of 
Pennsylvania and Steven Rosenberg of the NIH National Cancer Institute are sharing a $1 million prize for 
pioneering anti-cancer immunotherapy.” 

The Philadelphia Inquirer (2/15, McCullough} reports, “June led the groundbreaking work at the University of 
Pennsylvania and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia that culminated in the FDA approval in Augusi 2017 of 
Kymriah, the first personalized cellular therapy for cancer. It treats adult and pediatric blood cancers such as 
leukemia.” 

Among other sources covering the story are The Hill (2/15, Lonas, 5.69M), CNBC (2/16, 7.34M), the New 
York Post (2/15, O'Neill, 7.45M), and the Daily Caller (2/15, 375K). 


Harris Claims Biden Admin ‘Starting From Scratch’ On Fighting Coronavirus Despite Fauci 
Saying Otherwise. 


Fox News (2/15, Singman, 23.99M) reports Vice President Kamala Harris said during “a new interview that the 
Biden administration is ‘starting from scraich’ on a national vaccination strategy amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
despite Dr. Anthony Fauci saying otherwise last month.” Harris told Axios, “There was no national strategy or 
plan for vaccinations, we were leaving it to the states and local leaders to try to figure it oul. ... So, in many ways, 
we're starting from scratch on something that’s been raging for almost an entire year.” 

Additional Sources. The New York Post (2/15, Moore, 7.45M) reports Harris also stated, "The 
suffering...is so immense in terms of both the public health crisis, the number of people who have died, the 
number of people who've contracied it, and the economic crisis.” She added, “We've got fo figure out a way — 
that has to be our standard. Our standard has to be: ‘Everything is possible, but we’re going to have to work like 
heck to get it done.’ Which means ... no patience for delay, no patience for, ‘It can’t be done.’ You know, that’s 
how | feel about it.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story are the Washington Times (2/15, Chasmar, 628K), the 
Washington Examiner (2/15, Scarry, 888K) and the Daily Caller (2/15, Ross, 375K). 


Ben Domenech: Dr. Fauci, Teachers’ Unions Taking ‘Nonsensical’ Stance On School 
Reopenings. 

Fox News (2/15, Lanum, 23.99M} reports, “Fox News contributor Ben Domenech slammed Dr. Anthony Fauci for 
‘crossing a significant line’ by making a ‘partisan case’ on Monday, after President Joe Biden’s chief medical 
advisor claimed that schools need the new COVID relief bill fo pass in order to reopen safely.” He “questioned 
Fauci on why he believes more money is needed, based on the knowledge that in December billions of dollars 
were set aside in Washington D.C. for the purpose of providing the tools needed to meet reopening safety 
criteria in public school districts.” 


When Will COVID Vaccines Be Available For Everyone? Biden, Fauci Offer Rough Timeline. 


McClatchy (2/12, Camero, 29K) reported that since President Biden took office, “America’s capacity to 
manufacture and administer COVID-19 vaccines has accelerated, though experts admit much more work needs 
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to be done to get a handle on the pandemic.” Recently, “health and government officials... announced major 
deais with vaccine developers and ambitious goals fo increase vaccination rates.” On Friday, NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci told ABC News that “as we go from April to May to June and then hopefully by July, we'll be at 
that point where we have enough vaccine for virtually everyone.” 


CDC Defends School Guidelines As Advocates Say They Make It Too Hard To Reopen. 


The Washington Post (2/14, Meckler, 10.52M)} reporied President Biden has been pushing for “schools to 
reopen, and promised that guidelines fram the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention would help them do 
so safely.” Meanwhile, “public health experts including some at the CDC said available evidence suggested 
schools couid safely open as long as precautions were in place. That raised expectations that the nation’s K-12 
education system might accelerate lis return to in-person learning.” However, “the much-anticipated guidelines 
released Friday were, in fact, more measured than some expected, with full in-person schooling recommended 
only when levels of community transmission are quite low, a standard that almost no place in the U.S. meets 
today.” On Sunday, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky defended her agency's guidelines. 

Additional Sources. CNN (2/14, Duster, Thomas, 89.21M) reported that Walensky “emphasized the 
need for masking and other mitigation measures in order to reopen schools safely, saying ‘we have work to do’ 
as teachers, students and parents continue to struggle with Covid-19’s impact on education.” She told CNN, “We 
have work to do, especially when the country remains in the red zone of high community transmission. As that 
transmission comes down we'll be able to relax some of these measures, but the real point is to make sure that 
the science is consisient with our guidance, which is consistent to say until we can ensure that we have ail those 
measures happening that there would — schools wouldn't be safe.” Meanwhile, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
toid ABC News that “teachers’ concerns about going back to school without being vaccinated are 
understandable, but he hopes that the new guidance frorn the CDC will help alleviate thern.” 

The Hill (2/14, Bowden, 5.69M) reported Walensky also told CNN that it is not essential for all teachers to 
be vaccinated before schools can reopen. Walensky said, “I’m a strong advocate of teachers receiving their 
vaccinations, but we don’t believe it’s a prerequisite for reopening schools.” She added, “We have in the 
guidance clear language that specifies that teachers that are at higher risk... teachers and students that are 
higher risk, and their families, should have options for virtual activities, virtual learning, virtual teaching.” 

ina separate article, The Hill (2/14, Budryk, 5.69M) reported “Walensky said on Sunday that despite new 


guidance from the agency for reopening schools, ‘| think we need a lot more resources in order to get the 
schools safe.’” On “Fox News Sunday,” Walensky stated, “One of the things that’s really been emphasized in the 
school reopening is how unsafe some of our schoo! ventilations are.” 

Fox News (2/14, Aitken, 23.99M) also covers the story. 


Winter Coronavirus Wave Ebbs And Deaths Drop, But Experts Fear A Spring Surge. 


The Washington Post (2/12, Achenbach, Shammas, Nirappil, Dupree, 10.52M) reported “the catastrophic winter 
wave of the coronavirus pandemic that was killing more than 20,000 people a week in the United States has 
subsided dramatically, giving a reprieve to stressed hospitals and in recent days driving new infection numbers 
below 100,000 for the first lime since early November.” However, “infectious-disease experts caution that the 
virus remains a threat, with the pathogen circulating at high rates and killing more than 2,000 people a day.” The 
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fading “days of this pandemic winter could yield to another wave of infections propelled by mutated variants of 
the virus that have taken root, with 997 infections attributed to them nationwide by Thursday night.” 

Additional Sources. The AP (2/14, Thanawala, Brumback) reported “average daily new coronavirus 
cases in the United States dipped below 100,000 in recent days for the first time in months, but experts 
cautioned Sunday that infections remain high and precautions to slow the pandemic must remain in place.” CDC 
Director Rochelle Walensky said, “We are still at about 100,000 cases a day. We are still at around 1,500 to 
3,500 deaths per day. The cases are more than two-and-a-half-fold times what we saw over the summer.” The 
AP added that NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci said on ABC’s ‘This Week’ that it would be ‘optimal’ if teachers 
were vaccinated but that other measures...can lessen their risk.” 

NBC News (2/15, Arkin, Sheeley, 4.91M} reports that “in the last 14 days, according to daia compiled by 
NBC News, coronavirus cases have declined to varying degrees in all 50 states, as well as in Washington, D.C., 
Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands.” Puerto Rico and 10 states “saw a slight decrease between 10 
and 25 percent. Forty states, plus the district and the Northern Mariana Islands, experienced a more significant 
decrease of 25 percent or more, according to the data.” 

Forbes (2/15, Reimann, 10.33M) reports “fewer than 65,000 new coronavirus cases were reported in the 
U.S. Monday, according to Johns Hopkins University ~ the lowest single-day case increase since Oct. 25, as 
major metrics point to a sharp decline in the American Covid-19 outbreak as experts remain divided over the 
exact reasons for the decline and what it might mean.” 

NPR (2/15, Diaz, 3.69M) reports “the seven-day average of new infections dropped below 100,000 on 
Friday, continuing at that level through Sunday, according to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center. 
Researchers reported 83,321 new infections and 3,361 new deaths Sunday.” 

NBC Nightly News © (2/15, story 5, 2:05, Holt, 6.14M), the New York Daily News (2/14, Matthews, 2.51M), 
and CNN International (2/16, Maxouris) also covered the story. 


7 Virus Variants Found In U.S. Carrying The Same Mutation. 


The New York Times (2/14, Zimmer, 20.6M) reported “scientists are finding a number of new’ coronavirus 
varianis that originated in the US. In a study, “a team of researchers reporied seven growing lineages of the 
novel coronavirus, spotted in states across the country. All of them have evolved a mutation in the same genetic 
letter.” The study was posted on medRxiv. 

Addlional Sources. Forbes (2/15, Ray, 10.33M) reports similarly that “scientists have found seven 
separate but similar variants of the coronavirus that have emerged within the United States and appear [to] share 


a similar genetic mutation to more contagious U.K. and South African types, raising concerns that the U.S. may 
have to deal multiple variants of the virus that likely spread more easily.” It is unclear “if their mutations — which 
are similar to the more contagious foreign variants — make elther of the seven types more contagious, but 
scientists suspect this is likely the case.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “told the New York Times Saturday that 
the variants were the ‘big wild card’ and warned if people failed to adhere to public health measures, those 
varianis could ‘take off on us.” 

The Hill (2/15, 5.69M) reports “the viruses also had mutations at the same part of their genes which 
determine how the virus enters hurnan cells, which researchers told the Times could mean that the strains are 
more coniagious in a manner similar to the strain blamed for the latest surge in cases in the U.K., though this 
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hypothesis is unproven.” CDC “Director Rochelie Walensky said in January that the U.K. variant had been 
detecied in 26 U.S. states.” 
Also reporting on the story were ABC World News Tonight © (2/15, story 3, 4:10, Muir, 7.84M) and the CBS 


Evening News = (2/75, story 3, 2:50, Garrett, 4.75M). 


Dr. Scott Atlas Slams ‘Ludicrous’ In-Person Safety Measures For Public Schools: ‘We Are 
Off The Rails’. 


Fox News (2/15, Halon, 23.99M) reports “Dr. Scott Atlas, a former special adviser to the Trump administration, 
warned public schools agains! embracing draconian safety measures as they move toward returning children to 
their classrooms amid the coronavirus pandemic.” Atlas said, “This is completely ludicrous, not with the science 
atall.... tis almost insane.” Meanwhile, CDC Director “Rochelle Walensky confirmed that schools can reopen 
before teachers are vaccinated, but” NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci claimed that schools need the new COVID 
relief bill fo pass in order to reopen safely.” 


First Known Patient Reinfected With South Africa Coronavirus Variant Is In Critical 
Condition. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Kornfield, 10.52M) reported “a man in France is critically ill with the coronavirus 
variant first identified in South Africa four months after he was previously infected with the virus — the first 
recorded reinfection case involving the contagious mutation, according to his doctors.” After facing “a mild 
infection in September, the 58-year-old man with a history of asthma was hospitalized last month and remains in 
critical condition, according to a paper shared Friday by the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases.” NIAID Director 
Anthony Fauci is mentioned. 


Nearly A Third Of US Adults Are Undecided About The Covid-19 Vaccine. Some Say Friends 
And Family Could Sway Them. 


CNN (2/13, Holcombe, 89.21M) reported, “About 31% of adults say they plan fo ‘wait and see’ how” the COVID- 
18 vaccine “works out for other people ~ and about two-thirds of that group say they may be persuaded to get 
one if they're convinced it would be highly effective in preventing illness, according to an analysis released Friday 
of a previous study by the Kaiser Family Foundation.” Of this group, “61% said they'd be more likely to get 
vaccinated if they were persuaded that vaccinating most people would be the quickest way to return life to 
normal.” According to the article, “to reach herd immunity, about 70% to 85% of Americans would need to be 
vaccinated, National Institute [of] Allergy and Infectious [Diseases] director Dr. Anthony Fauci has estimated.” 


Covid-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Is Splitting Dangerously Along Partisan Lines. 


CNN (2/15, Enten, 89.21M) reporis, “The ability to at least contain the coronavirus in America to the point that if 
is manageable as soon as possible will come down in large part to Americans’ willingness to get vaccinated. The 
good news is that more and more Americans say they are willing to do so.” However, “a partisan split on 
receiving a Covid-19 vaccine has reemerged and widened over the last few months.” It could affect the country’s 
“capacity to keep the virus at bay,” and must “be continually addressed.” The piece mentions NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. 
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Biden Administration Delays Payment Cuts For Sore-Shoulder Injury Claims From 
Vaccines. 


USA Today (2/12, Alltucker, 12.7M) reported, “The Biden administration has postponed a rule change that would 
eliminate compensation for the most common type of vaccine injury paid under a federal prograrn.” According to 
a notice pasted on Friday by HHS, the Administration “will delay the rule until April 23 and seek more public input 
about any ‘legal, factual, or policy issues raised by the underlying rule.” The article mentioned former HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar and NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


The Superspreaders Behind Top COVID-19 Conspiracy Theories. 


The AP (2/15, Klepper, Amiri, Dupuy) reports that as COVID-19 “spread across the globe, so too did speculation 
about its origins. Perhaps the virus escaped from a lab. Maybe it was engineered as a bioweapon.” The article 
says, “The Associated Press collaborated with the Atlantic Council’s Digital Forensic Research Lab on a nine- 
month investigation to identify the people and organizations behind some of the most viral misinformation about 
the origins of the coronavirus.” These people are known as “superspreaders.” The piece goes on to discuss 
them, and adds that one of them “tweeted that Dr. Anthony Fauci created the coronavirus and that it was used as 
a bioweapon to reduce the world’s population and undermine Trump.” 


‘Too Many Shots, Not Enough Arms?’ Public Health Pros See Vaccine Glut Ahead. 


Inside Sources (2/12, Graham) reported, “public health experts say the looming crisis isn’t a lack of’ COVID-19 
vaccine doses, “but a lack of arms to put them in.” According to the article, “on Thursday, Dr. Anthony Fauci 
shocked NBC’s Savannah Guthrie when he predicted ‘open seasor’ for vaccine access by April.” Meanwhile, 
former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb said, “At some point, perhaps in April, supply will start exceeding 
demand. The challenge won't be how to ration a scarce resource, but how to reach patients reluctant to get 
vaccinated.” 


Scientists Like Their Odds Against The Wily Coronavirus From South Africa. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/12, Healy, 3.37M) reported “the coronavirus strain that took South Africa by storm 
with its uncanny ability to infect people who...had already been sickened with COVID-19 is now in California and 
at least three other states.” The Times says, “Is another surge fueled by the South Africa strain inevitable here? 
Hardly. The evolving coronavirus may have plenty of tricks up its sleeve, but scientists say they do too.” 
Increasing “evidence thai several vaccines are less efficient at neutralizing the strain from South Africa is 
‘disturbing news,’ but ‘all is not lost,’ said” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci. Vaccinations still suppress the 
coronavirus, he said. 


Dr. Anthony Fauci: Scientist Or Political Monster? 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Times (2/15, 626K}, columnist Kelly Sadler says NIAID Director Anthony 
Fauci “said Sunday that President Biden’s stimulus bill needs to be passed in order for the nation’s schools to be 
able to reopen safely in the pandemic.” Sadler writes, “This is not a scientific call — i's a political one — and not 
Dr. Fauci’s to make.” Sadler says “Fauci is a doctor, not a politician. He needs to stick to the science and steer 
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clear of politics.” Sadler concludes that “the Biden adminisiration is brazenly politicizing the science, and Dr. 
Fauci and” CDC Director Rochelle “Walensky are ail too willing to go to bat for them.” 


Biden’s Follow-The-Science Mantra On School Meets Political Reality. 


Politico (2/13, Cancryn, Pager, 6.73M) reported that President Biden vowed “his administration would lead with 
‘science and truth, a continuation of a campaign message that he’d prioritize and elevate government scientists, 
in a sharp break from the Trump administration’s pandemic response.” However, almost “a month into Biden's 
presidency, the push to reopen schoals is laying bare the thorny balancing act between science and politics. 
After promising to reopen schools by his 100th day in office, Biden’s already walked back the pledge to just 
elementary and middie schools, and then, as White House press secretary Jen Psaki said this week, ‘the 
majority of schools — so more than 50 percent.’” The article mentioned NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


America’s Extra Vaccine Doses Could Be Key To Global Supply. 


Axios (2/13, Lawler, 1.26M) reported, “The Biden administration’s purchase of 200 million additional Pfizer and 
Modern doses means the U_S. could fully vaccinate 300 million people with just those two vaccines — and 355 

million more people if four additional vaccines gain FDA approval.” The US has sorne “250 million adults, many 
of whom won't elect to be vaccinated.” The Administration has indicated it will donate excess vaccine doses to 
other countries, but has yet to unveil a plan. The article mentioned NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


How Scientists Saved Trump’s FDA From Politics. 


In an analysis, The Hill (2/16, Wilson, 5.69M) reports on how top scientists “helped guide” former FDA 
Commissioner Stephen “Hahn through a political tempest they feared could undermine a monumental scientific 
and medical achievernent — one that is now resulting in more than 1.5 million people being vaccinated for 
COVID-19 every day.” In interviews, “Hahn, senior administration officials and half a dozen of the nation’s 
leading scientists who became members of Hahn’s informal kitchen cabinet described the tense months leading 
up to the December decisions to authorize two promising [COVID-19] vaccine candidates.” Former FDA 
Commissioner Peggy Hamburg said, “All of us were deeply concerned about making sure that the vaccine 
research development and review process could go forward as swiftly and smoothly as possible and that the 
integrity of the process wouldn't be compromised by political intrusions.” Former HHS Secretary Alex Azar, 
Acting FDA Commissioner Janet Woodcock, FDA’s Peter Marks, and NIAID Director Anthony Fauci are 
mentioned. 


Fauci Said He Worried About Getting COVID-19 While Working In The ‘Superspreader’ 
Trump White House. 


Ashley Coliman writes for Business Insider (2/15, 2.74M) that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “told Axios that 
he was ‘a litte bit nervous’ about catching the coronavirus during President Donald Trump’s administration, since 
the White House at the time was ‘sort of a superspreader location.” 

Additional Source. Talking Points Memo (2/15, 77K) also covers the story. 


Piecing Together The Next Pandemic. 
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The New York Times (2/16, Zeeberg, 20.6M) profiles, “Dr. Jessica Manning, a public health researcher with the 
National Institute of Allergy and infectious Diseases, who had been working in Cambodia for years,” who saw an 
opportunity to help “the country join the global effort to watch for new diseases.” After a Chinese national arrived 
in Cambodia on January 23, 2021, bringing COVID-19 to the country, “Dr. Manning ran nasal and oral samples 
from the patient through a genetic sequencer.” The article adds that her efforts “helped confirm the accuracy of 
the PCR test, and it revealed that only minor changes in the sequences were appearing. The virus did not seem 
to be mutating substantially — an indication that the disease would be easier to test for, treat and vaccinate 
against.” 


Biden Spoke About The COVID Vaccine At NIH And Kizzmekia Corbett Was There To Brief 
Him. 

The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (2/12, Sharpe, 396K) reported, “Kizzmekia Corbett has gained national 
attention for her work contributing to the development a coronavirus vaccine.” Corbett, who is “an immunologist 
at the US National institutes of Health, was lead scientist on the development of the Moderna vaccine.” On 
Thursday, Corbett “gave President Joe Biden a tour of NIH’s Viral Pathogenesis Laboratory that created the 
COVID-19 vaccine now manufactured by Moderna, The Associated Press reports.” 


Humidity In Face Masks May Offer Additional Protection From COVID-19. 


Healio (2/15, Dreisbach, 40K) reports researchers found “the humidity created inside face masks may offer 
additional protection against COVID-19.” NIH investigators Joseph M. Courtney and Adriaan Bax wrote, “We 
show that face masks strongly increase the effective humidity of inhaled air, thereby promoting hydration of the 
respiratory epithelium which is known to be beneficial to the immune system.” Meanwhile, National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases head Griffin Rodgers said, “This research supports the importance 
of mask wearing as a simple, yet effective, way io protect the people around us and to protect ourselves from 
respiratory infection, especially during these winter months, when susceptibility to these viruses increases.” The 
findings were published in Biophysical Journal. 


NCI-MATCH Trial Explores Tumor-Agnostic Approach. 


Targeted Oncology (2/3, Vroomen Durning) reporied “a tumor-agnostic approach in which treatment is 
developed based on a tumor’s genetic and molecular features without regard to the cancer type or primary tumor 
location in the bady is the focus of the National Cancer Institute (NCI)-MATCH trial.” Investigators from NCI and 
the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group-American College of Radiology Imaging Network (ECOG-ACRIN} 
Cancer Research Group “sought to determine whether therapy could be better targeted if oncologisis could 
identify molecular alterations using next-generation sequencing (NGS) and administer currently available 
approved or experimental drugs — either singly or in combination — tailored to those targets.” Lyndsay Harris, MD, 
acting associate director of the Cancer Diagnosis Program, Division of Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis at NCI, 
said, “The objective of this study was to determine whether matching drugs targeted against a specific gene 
abnormality would be effective in treating patients [with cancer] with that mutation, regardless of their tumor 


type.” 


Fecal Transplant Could Boost Immunotherapy To Treat Melanoma. 
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The Scientist (2/12, Willams, 157K) reported, “Results from a pair of small trials indicate that some patients with 
meianoma who dorrt initially show a response to one type of immunotherapy can see their tumors shrink if the 
drugs are paired with a fecal transplant from a donor who had improvement after the same cancer treatment.” 
One trial “was based at Sheba Medical Center in israel and includes the results of the first 10 patients enrolled: 
the other included 15 patients and was based at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC)}.” Both studies were published in Science. Giorgio Trinchieri of NIH’s Center 
for Cancer Research said, “The field has been sort of confusing; we're still working a lot on that to try to really 
understand which bacterial species are important, and what is the mechanism.” 

Additional Source. Cancer Discovery (2/10) reported “fecal transplants can make immunotherapy- 
refractory melanomas sensitive to checkpoint blockade.” Trinchieri, who is the chief of the NCI’s Laboratory of 
integrative Cancer Immunology, said, “The transplant induced a major and persistent change in the microbiota.” 


NCI Raises Paylines, Commemorates 50th Anniversary Of The National Cancer Act Of 1971. 


Cancer Letter (2/12, Carolan, Ong) reporied, “Pandemic notwithstanding, NCI is on track to reach the 15th 
percentile for the payline by 2025 ~ a goal set by institute Director Ned Sharpless in response fo a deluge of 
grant applications.” The support of Congress “has allowed NCI to raise the payline for RO1 research awards by 
35% since 2019. For two consecutive years, we've raised grant paylines for [early-stage investigators] as well,’ 
Sharpless said Feb. 11 in his directors report at a virtual meeting of the National Cancer Advisory Board.” 


The National Cancer Act At 50. 


Cancer Discovery (2/8) reported that in 1971, “Congress passed the National Cancer Act, sweeping legislation 
that set the course for steady scientific progress in prevention, screening, diagnosis, and treatment.” With the act 
“turning 50 this year, ‘we really hope and expect that the entire cancer research communily will embrace this 
anniversary and want to talk about it, says Norman Sharpless, MD, the NCI’s director.” Partnering with people 
“in academia, industry, and philanthropy, the institute is planning social media campaigns throughout the year to 
tell the stories of pioneers who made seminal contributions in the cancer world.” 


Al Could Quicken Disease Diagnoses And Save Lives. 


FedTech (2/15, Barrett) reports “federal scientists are working to improve patient care with...artificial intelligence.” 
Dr. Les Folio, lead radiologist for computed tomography in the Radiology and Imaging Sciences department at 
the National Instituies of Health’s Clinical Center, said that “once Al is applied to diagnostic imaging...human- 
driven Al workflows will provide checks and balances, with radiologists continuing to have the final say on the 
radiology report.” Dr. Kris Kandarpa, director of research sciences and strategic directions at the National 
Institute of Biomedical imaging and Bioengineering, said, “Images play a very big role In managing the disease.” 
A “mutlti-institutional effort is training Al to identify and quantify the telltale ‘ground glass’ haze on more than 900 
COVID-19 lung images from around the world,” but “the Food and Drug Administration must approve fis use 
before it can be used clinically.” 


NIH, FDA Sought Help From State To Get COVID Vaccines For Staff. 


Medscape (2/12, Dooley Young, Subscription Publication, 219K) reported, “Two of the nation’s top federal health 
agencies asked Maryland officials for help in bolstering their supplies of COVID-19 vaccines for their staff, 
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underscoring the challenges of the vaccines’ initial rollout.” Maryland Governor Larry Hogan “said he is seeking a 
greater federal role in securing COVID-19 vaccines for the staff of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the 
US Food and Drug Administration (FDA).” Furthermore, “separately, Maryland’s congressional delegation on 
January 28 asked the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to help the NIH secure more COVID-19 
vaccines.” According to a letter from Maryland lawmakers, “the NIH was not among the five federal agencies 
equipped fo provide vaccinations to their own workers.” These “agencies include the Indian Health Service,” 
among others. 


Scientists Generate Detailed Map Of Glioblastoma Genes, Proteins, Infiltrating Cells And 
Signaling. 

Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News (2/12, 189K) reported, “A study led by researchers at Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Case Western Reserve 
University, and the National Cancer Institute (NCI), has revealed a detailed map of the genes, proteins, 
infiltrating cells and signaling pathways that play key roles in driving glioblastoma (GBM).” This “research forms 
part of the NCI’s Clinical Proteomic Tumor Analysis Consortium (CPTAC),” and is published in Cancer Cell. 
Henry Rodriguez, director of the Office of Cancer Clinical Proteomics Research at the NCI, said, “What’s 
especially appealing about this study is the clustering of glioblastoma into four groups based on immune 
subtypes that emerged by combining proteomic and genomic comprehensive analysis.” 


Vitamin C, Zinc Don’t Lessen Covid-19 Symptoms, Study Finds. 


CNN (2/12, LaMotte, 89.21M) reported vitamin C and zinc can’t help people “fight off COVIB-19,” even when 
taken “at high doses, according to the first randomized clinical trial to test the two supplements under medical 
supervision.” In spite of “the popular use of vitamin C and zinc to fight off or lessen the severity of viral colds and 
flu, the new study, published Friday in JAMA Network Open, found the two supplements were of no benefit to 
people isolating at home with Covid-19.” According to the NIH, “using vitamin C after cold symptoms 
start...doesn't appear to be helpful.” CNN points out that “in 2009, the FDA warned the public against using zinc 
nasal sprays because they were linked to more than 100 cases of loss of smell.” 


Study Finds Subway Air Is Heavily Contaminated With Hazardous Pollutants. 


The Washington Post (2/12, George, 10.52M) reported, “A study found that subway air is heavily polluted, 
exposing transit workers and riders to high concentrations of hazardous metals and harmful pollutants.” The 
researchers “say subway air could make passengers and transit workers more susceptibie to long-ierm illnesses 
such as asihrna, lung cancer and heart disease.” The study was “funded by a Nationai Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences grant and published in the Environmental Health Perspectives journal.” 


VCU’s Rob Winn Reflects On A Year Of COVID, Racial Reckoning, And Being The Sole 
Black Director Of An NCI-Designated Cancer Center. 

Cancer Letter (2/12) reported, “Being Black and running an NCi-designated cancer center at a time ofa 
worldwide pandemic, an ugly election, and a racial reckoning in a Southern town puts you in a position to make 
profound observations.” VCU Massey Cancer Center director Robert Winn said, “Would | have chosen a different 
path or a different year io be a cancer center director? There are days where | think it would have been much 
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easier.” According to Cancer Letter, “for the next couple of weeks, until March 1, when Adekunle ‘Kunle’ Odunsi 
becomes director of the University of Chicago Comprehensive Cancer Center, Winn will remain the only Black 
director of an NCI-designated cancer center.” 


Pharmacies Move To The Forefront Of The U.S. Vaccine Campaign. 


The New York Times (2/12, Tumin, Rogers, LaFraniere, Weiland, 20.6M) reported a higher number of COVID-19 
“vaccine shots will be given to Americans...with the start of a federal program that delivers doses directly to 
drugstores and grocery store pharmacies.” This “program will start small, with one million” coronavirus “vaccine 
doses distributed to about 6,500 retail pharmacies,” but “will expand to as many as 40,000 drugstores and 
groceries.” The article mentioned comments President Biden made during a recent visit to the NIH. 


Biden Says ‘Almost Everybody’ Could Have COVID-19 Vaccines By ‘The End Of Summer’. 


Fox News (2/12, Singman, 23.99M) reporied that on Friday, President Biden said “it is his hope that by ‘the end 

of summer almost everybody’ will have received a COVID-19 vaccine.” Biden recently “announced that the White 

House had secured another 200 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, saying on Thursday that the additional 

doses will be used to inoculate some 300 million people by the end of July.” The article mentioned the NIH. 
Addnional Source. The New York Post (2/12, Bowden, 7.45M) also covered the story. 


A Mysterious COVID Syndrome Still Stalks N.J.’s Kids. Doctors Remain On Alert As Cases 
Rise. 


NJ News (2/14, Kent, 1.47M) reported that although the number of cases of multisystem inflammatory syndrome 
(MIS-C) “remains small, it continues to rise nearly a year after COVID-19’s emergence in New Jersey.” New 
Jersey officials “reported 88 cases of the pediatric syndrome as of Friday, affecting kids from infants to older 
teenagers.” Physicians “remain on alert, knowing MIS-C can rapidly intensify and cause cardiac failure.” NJ 
News added that Dr. Lawrence Kleinman, professor and vice-chair for academic development in Rutgers Robert 
Wood Johnson Medical School’s department of pediatrics, “was recently awarded a $1.6 milllon grant from the 
National Institutes of Health to research which children are at the highest risk for developing severe COVID-19 
iiness.” 


ACTIV-2 Looks Beyond MAb Infusions With Four New Treatment Arms. 


BioCentury (2/12, Golovin, Subscription Publication) reporied, “The addition of four new treatment arms spanning 
diverse mechanisms to NIH’s ACTIV-2 master protocol could give a broader picture of which therapeutic 
strategies will work in outpatient COVID-19.° The new therapies “include an inhaled immune modulator, an IV 
and intramuscular mAb and a viral entry inhibitor.” According to the article, “the new trial arms could provide 
more information than whether the individual therapies will be effective” and “help answer broader mechanistic 
questions including whether immune modulators are safe and effective in less severe cases of the disease, and 
whether intramuscular mAb injection is as effective as iv. infusion.” 


Biden Grapples With Balancing Optimism And Tough Talk On Pandemic’s Outlook. 


CNN (2/13, Murray, Diamond, Christensen, 89.21M) reported as President Biden seeks “to take the opposiie 
approach of former President Donald Trump on the coronavirus response, he’s leaving most of the details to the 


GADB0000003185 


scientisis — including the tough talk about what Americans may have to brace for in the coming months.” He “has 
opted for a more measured approach than his predecessor, showing up to promote vaccine announcemenis and 
appearing at a vaccine site or a laboratory, but mainly saving the hard questions for his closed-door daily briefing 
on the pandemic.” The article mentioned the NIH. 


Melania Trump Honors Valentine’s Day With Heartwarming Message To Sick Children At 
National Institute Of Health. 


The Washington Examiner (2/14, 888i) reported, “Former first lady Melania Trump paid tribute to children at The 
Children’s Inn at the National Institute of Health in a Valentine’s Day social media post.” Trump said on Twitter, 
“On this #VaientinesDay, | think of the brave & inspirational children at @TheChildrensinn @NIH where | visited 
the pasi few years.” She added, “Sending them love & strength, today & everyday. #HappyValentinesDay.” 


COVID-19 Virus Variants Are Evolving ‘Escape’ Mutations, And Immune-Compromised 
Patients Provide A Breeding Ground. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer (2/12, McCullough) said “reports of patients who succumbed or barely survived 
worrisome new coronavirus strains — months before scientists were on the lookout for those particular strains —~ 
have been published by researchers in Boston, London, and the National Institutes of Health.” Such “patients all 
had severely weakened immune systems, long-running COVID-19 infections, and treatments intended to boost 
their immune response.” For the coronavirus, “they were the perfect hosts for speeding up natural evolution and 
accumulating ‘escape’ mutations - DNA changes that would give the microbe a survival advantage and enable it 
to outcompete other variants if it started spreading in the community.” 


Biden To Tour Pfizer Vaccine Facility In Portage Next Week. 


The Detroit News (2/12, Nann Burke, 1.16M} reported that according to the White House, President Biden “will 
visit Michigan on Thursday and tour the Pfizer manufacturing facility in Portage that’s making doses of the 
company’s COVID-189 vaccine.” This visit “will mark Biden’s first trip to Michigan as president, as the Delaware 
Democrat works to speed up distribution of the vaccine and push his $1.9 trillion recovery plan through 
Congress.” The article mentioned the FDA and NIH. 


Women Need To Be Equally Represented In NIH Study Sections. 


in an opinion piece for STAT (2/15, 262K), Anna Volerman and Valerie Press, clinician-researchers and assistant 
professors of medicine, along with Vineet Arora, clinician-researcher and professor of medicine, write, “In 
research we published Monday in JAMA Network Open, we showed that women were less likely io be 
participants and chairs of NIH study sections than men.” The authors add, “Women were also more likely to have 
temporary affiliations and serve on study sections with lower total funding or research grants awarded.” The 
authors urge, “Because NIH study section reviewers make decisions that affect the entire country’s health, they 
should reflect the U.S. population — both in terms of gender and race/ethnicity.” 


Schumer, Gillibrand Announce $1M In Grants For Cancer, Vision Research. 


The Albany (NY) Times Union (2/12, Bryan, 315K) reported, “U.S. Senators Charlies E. Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand on Friday announced $1,138,736 in federal funding for cancer research at Roswell Park Cancer 
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Institute in Buffalo and for vision research at the Regenerative Research Foundation in Rensselaer.” This 
“funding was allocated through grants from the National Cancer Institute and National Eye Institute.” 

Additional Sources. WIVB-TV Buffalo, NY (2/12, Siegal, 100K) reported Senator Gillibrand said, 
“Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo and the Regenerative Research Foundation in Rensselaer are 
developing breakthrough solutions in cancer detection and diagnosis and vision research. These world renowned 
institutes keep Upstate New York at the forefront of innovative research and | will always fight to ensure they 
have the funding needed to thrive.” According to WIVB, “NCI and NEI are part of the National Institutes for Health 
(NIH), which is under the purview of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).” 

WTEN-TV Albany, NY (2/12, Siegal, 58K) also reported. 


Precision Medicine Program Analyzes Diverse Genetic Dataset. 


Health IT Analytics (2/15, Kent) reports, “Researchers from the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UMSOM) have analyzed diverse genetic datasets in an effort to advance precision medicine for minority 
populations.” This “early analysis is part of a large-scale program funded by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute (NHLBI), and examines one of the largest and most diverse datasets of high-quality whole genome 
sequencing — which makes up a person’s DNA.” The program seeks “to provide new insights into heart, jung, 
blood, and sleep disorders and how these conditions impact people of diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds, 
who are often underrepresented in genetic studies.” 


As Scientists Study Tattoo Ink Safety, Europe Bans Two Widely Used Pigments. 


NPR (2/13, Greenfieldboyce, 3.69M) reported, “Tattoo artists in Europe are fighting a new ban on two commonly- 
used green and blue pigments, saying that losing these ink ingredients would be a disaster for their industry and 
their art.” John Swierk, “a chemist at Binghamton University who just got a grant from the National Institutes of 
Health to study how the chernicals in tattoo inks can be changed by exposure to lighi,” said, “The whole kind of 
picture, right down to what a tattoo actually looks like in the body, is still a surprisingly open research question.” 
According to NPR, the FDA “has not regulated the pigments in tattoo inks so far, but agency officials will 
investigate and recall tattoo inks if they hear of a specific safety concern, like bacterial contarnination that could 
lead to infections.” 


Biden To Extend Home Foreclosure Ban, Expand Mortgage Relief Program. 


USA Today (2/16, Garrison, 12.7M) reporis President “Biden is extending a ban on home foreclosures for 
federally backed mortgages by three months and expanding a morigage relief program in a push to stabilize the 
nation’s housing affordability crisis amid the COVID-19 pandemic.” According to USA Today, “the foreclosure 
moratorium was set to expire March 37 and instead will be in place through June 30.” The Administration on 
Tuesday will also “extend the enrollment window to request a mortgage payment forbearance — which allows 
borrowers to pause or reduce morigage payments — until June 30. That program also was scheduled to end in 
March.” 


Biden Administration Consulting With Tech Giants To Improve COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 
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Politico (2/16, Scola, Ravindranath, 6.73M)} reports the Administration “is considering a new approach as it 
struggles with a messy vaccine rollout — setting aside [President Biden’s] harsh criticisms of the tech industry and 
taking Silicon Valley up on its latest offers to help fight the pandemic.” Amazon is offering “its expertise in [T and 
operations fo help in vaccine distribution. Airbnb is suggesting it help create ‘vaccine depots’ using its vast 
network of real estate across the country. And Google is looking to give free ad space to public health 
authorities.” The “potential boon to the vaccine effort” from these companies “is still large.” 


Millions Of Rapid COVID-19 Tests Purchased By Feds Remain Unused. 


On iis front page, ihe Wall Street Journal (2/15, A1, Abbott, Krouse, Subscription Publication, $.41M) reporis the 
federal government issued 142 million BinaxNOW rapid coronavirus tests beginning in September of last year, 
and as of early February, around 32 million had not been used. States and other organizations which did not use 
the tests cited concerns about accuracy and logistical problems. 


US Employers Have Difficulty Filling Some Jobs Due To Ban On Foreign Workers Amid 
Pandemic. 


On its front page, the Wall Street Journal (2/15, A1, Caldwell, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports as the US 
denied entry to nearly all foreign workers last year due to the COVID-19 restrictions and Trump Administration 
policies that reduced work visas, employers said businesses which rely on foreign workers had difficulty filling 
jobs despite high US unemployment. 


Biden To Discuss Pandemic During Virtual G7 Meeting On Friday. 


The AP (2/14, Jaffe} reported President Biden is scheduled to “speak at a virtual meeting of the world’s major 
economies on Friday to discuss the coronavirus pandemic and global vaccination disiribution, according to the 
White House.” [tis anticipated that Biden will “speak about the need for a global response to the pandemic and 
to recommit the U.S. to multilateral engagement, a stark contrast from President Donald Trump, who developed 
an isolationist foreign policy that saw the U.S. withdraw from major global agreements and alliances.” 

CNN (2/14, LeBlanc, 89.21M) reported that Biden will “specifically focus on areas, including ‘coordination on 
vaccine production, distribution, and supplies, as well as continued efforts to mobilize and cooperate against the 
threat of emerging infectious diseases by building country capacity and establishing health security financing,’ a 
White House statement released Sunday evening said.” 

Reuters (2/14, Mason} reported that the speech will be Biden’s “first event with other leaders fram the 
Group of Seven nations” since taking office. 

Among other news outleis covering the siory were ihe Wall Street Journal (2/14, Leary, Subscription 
Publication, 8.41M), The Hill (2/14, 5.69M) and the New York Post (2/15, Moore, 7.45M). 


Experts Say Feds Need Targeted Messages To Encourage COVID-19 Vaccinations, Not 
National Campaigns. 


USA Today (2/15, Weise, 12.7M) reporis that if people have “been waiting for a big national campaign telling” 
them “COVID-19 vaccines are safe and everybody should get them,” they should not hold their breath, because 
“until the supply is plentiful, the federal effort is largely focused on minority communities hesitant about the 
immunizations.” The article says, “The kind of one-size-fits-all public service announcemenis that once blanketed 
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the country won't work for COVID-19 vaccine.” In this situation, “different communities need different messages 
and mass advertising doesn’t necessarily make sense, said Hal Hershfield, a professor of behavioral decision 
making at the University of California, Los Angeles, Anderson School of Management.” 


Members Of US Public Health Service Still Awaiting Their OWn COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Diamond, 10.52M} reported, “Hundreds of government health workers called on to 
help respond to the pandemic and potentially administer vaccines are still waiting for the opportunity to be 
vaccinated themselves, according to three officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity.” The Post said 
“there is still no plan to allot vaccine supply to fully inoculate the commissioned corps of the U.S. Public Health 
Service, a 6,000-person force that has been deployed to care for coronavirus patients, set up vaccination sites 
and perform other health tasks on behalf of the federal government.” Rather, corps personnel “have been 
encouraged to visit military treatment facilities such as Walter Reed National Military Medical Center — where 
some officers have been turned away, unable to convince staff they were eligible for ihe vaccine — or try to get 
shots in states where they've been deployed.” 


Poll Indicates 24% Of Americans Were Unable To Obtain COVID-19 Tests. 


STAT (2/15, Silverman, 262K) reporis almost 25% “of Americans say they wanted to get tested for the 
coronavirus but were unable to do so, according to the latest survey from STAT and The Harris Poll.” Data show 
24% of respondents said “they could not get tested for various reasons ~ a testing site was not nearby, the wait 
far a test was too long, transportation to a test site was unavailable, or it was unclear where to go for a test. 
Some people cited more than one of these hurdles.” The wait was the mosi cited issue. 


Pentagon Approves 20 More Teams To Help FEMA With COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


The Hill (2/12, Mitchell, 5.69M) reported, “The Pentagon has approved 20 more military teams, a combined total 
of 4,700 service members, to help the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) administer COVID-19 
vaccines across the country.” After “last week’s approval of five such teams, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
authorized an additional 20 to support FEMA at vaccination mega-sites and smaller locations, top Pentagon 
spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Friday.” 


Black Americans In Tuskegee Afraid To Receive COVID-19 Vaccine Due To “Infamous” 
Syphilis Study. 

NPR (2/16, Elliott, 3.69M) reports “a lingering mistrust of the medical system makes some Black Americans more 
hesitant to sign up for COVID-19 vaccines.” Their “mistrust is rooted in history, including the infamous U.S. study 
of syphilis that left Black men in Tuskegee, Ala., io suffer frorn the disease.” Today in Tuskegee, “that 20th 
century tragedy is still very relevant, according to nurse Cheryl Owens, who grew up in the town. She’s been 
talking with friends and elderly relatives who say they're afraid to get the COVID-19 vaccine.” 


GOP Using Reopening Of Schools As Political Hammer Against Biden, Dems. 


The New York Times (2/12, Hulse, 20.6M)} reported, “When Senate Republicans sought recenily to wall off some 
federal education aid from schools that decline to reopen once teachers can be vaccinated, a top Democrat 
accused them of staging a ‘political show.’ If it was, it was a show Republicans were more than happy to put on.” 
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Perceiving “a potent political opportunity amid parental angst across the country, leading congressional 
Republicans have begun to hammer relentlessly on President Biden, Democrats and teachers’ unions to open 
schools quickly.” These lawmakers contend that “doing so is a crucial and long overdue siep to keep school-age 
Americans from falling too far behind amid the coronavirus pandernic.” 


Slavitt Says Everyone Should Be More Cautious As The UK Variant Spreads In The US. 


On MSNBC Live =! (2/15, 232K), Andy Slavitt, White House senior adviser for the coronavirus response, 
discussed the UK coronavirus strain, saying, “l think we have to assume, as we do with everything” regarding 


“this virus that it’s got a lot of surprises in store for us along the way. Those surprises have definitely included 
different strains. In this case, we have a more virulent strain, so | think we should be assuming that the next 
wave of case growth, to the extent that we have it, is gonna be with B.1.1.7, and that’s something that | think 
everybody has to be even more cautious about.” 

Fox News (2/15, Rivas, 23.99M) also covers the interview. 


Slavitt Says Biden Administration Believes There Will Be Enough COVID-19 Vaccines For 
All Americans By July. 


On MSNBC’s All In = (2/12, 432K), Andy Slavitt, White House senior adviser for ihe coronavirus response, said, 
“| think one of the first things we learned when we got here was we hadn't secured enough vaccines for every 
American. So it was one of the first things the President instructed us to get out and do. And | think the good 
news is that we — he mace that instruction, we had | think discussed we would probably be able to make those 
purchases to have enough vaccines for all adult Americans by the end of the summer. And today’s news is not 
only that we have secured those purchases, but that we have been able io accelerate the time frame. And we 
believe we'll have enough vaccines for every American sometime in July.” 


Expert Says UK Variant May Make It Challenging For Schools To Reopen. 


On CBS This Morning = (2/15, 2.36M), Michael Osterhoilm, epidemiologist and director of the Center for 
infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota, and a member of President Biden’s 
transition COVID advisory team, discussed the CDC’s recent guidelines for reopening schools. He said, “} think 
they are enough, particularly if you're looking at children from K to eighth grade. There we do see very little 
transmission between students or between students and teachers. When you get into the high school age, thai’s 
a bit of a different issue, but there really is a real red flag coming down the road, | think, and that is these variants 
that we're talking about, this particular one from the United Kingdom i think is going to cause such a surge in 


cases over the course of the next 14 weeks that / think a lot of schools will be challenged to open at all.” 


Kamala Harris Says Mass Exodus Of Women From US Workforce Amid Pandemic Is A 
“National Emergency.” 

Vice President Kamala D. Harris wrote in the Washington Post (2/12, 10.52M) that some “2.5 million women 
have lost their jobs or dropped out of the workforce during the pandemic. That’s enough to fill 40 football 
stadiums. This mass exodus of women from the workforce is a national emergency, and it demands a national 
solution.” 
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Commentary Says CDC’s Guidelines For Reopening Schools Smack Of “Expediency.” 


Leana S. Wen, a physician, wrote in the Washington Post (2/13, 10.52M) that following “much anticipation, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Friday released a 35-page road map for returning to in-person 
schooling.” While “there are some admirable parts of the new operational guidance, | worry that it could result in 
more confusion and increased distrust.” Wen said “the right way to” reopen schoois “isn’t to fargo evidence- 
based, common-sense requirements. Doing so raises the same question that plagued the CDC under the Trump 
administration: is it science or expediency that’s driving its decisions? The Biden team has said they want to 
rebuild trust. These school reopening guidelines could do precisely the opposite.” 


Commentary: US Should Focus On Vaccinating As Many As Possible Quickly, Not On Who 
Gets Vaccinated. 


Megan McArdle wrote in the Washington Post (2/14, 10.52M) that the US is “too often more obsessed with 
making sure that exacily the right people get vaccinated than we are about getling people vaccinated, period. 
And unfortunately, some of the worst offenders are the people in charge of distributing the vaccines.” She said 
especially given the growing number of coronavirus variants, the focus should be on vaccinating as many people 
as quickly as possible, rather than worrying about who gets vaccinated. 


Commentary: Biden Administration Must Take Steps To Ensure Children Return To School 
This Fall. 


Emily Oster, a professor of economics at Brown University and the organizer of the Covid-19 School Response 
Dashboard, wrote in the New York Times (2/12, 20.6M) that almost a year “into the pandemic, schools remain 
closed in many parts of the country. With so many teachers still waiting to be vaccinated, the question of whether 
fo reopen has been the subject of passionate debate in cities like Chicago, where teachers just returned to 
classrooms after lengthy negotiations.” Oster said the CDC recently unveiled guidelines for reopening schools, 
but the Biden “administration should take more steps fo ensure that all children can attend school in person this 
fall.” 


Commentary Says US’ COVID-19 “Vaccine Protocol Is Failing Miserably.” 


Suzette Hackney wrote in a commentary for USA Today (2/12, 12.7M) that based on “anecdotal evidence and 
social media chatter, it would appear that America’s vaccination protocol is failing miserably and that we’re willing 
to eat our own for a shot at immunization redemption. We aren’t doing awful, but we certainly could be doing 
better.” She concluded, “I feel such sympathy for those Americans who are eligible and want to receive the 
vaccination. Those roadblocks are frustrating. But this pandemic has taught us that steeled patience is a 
requirement. We will get there: we must.” 


Commentary Slams Biden’s School Reopening Goal. 


Rich Lowry, editor of National of National Review, wrote in the Boston Herald (2/13, 327K) that the Biden 
Administration's goal of reopening schools “isn’t really having more than half of schools open — it’s having mare 
than half of schools still 80% closed.” He added, “Not only is this a ridiculous standard, schools have already 
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cleared the bar. According to Burbio, which runs a school-opening tracker, about two-thirds of K-12 studenis are 
attending in-person or hybrid schools.” 


Commentary Says “Political Pressures” Influenced CDC’s Guidelines On School 
Reopening. 

Robert VerBruggen wrote in National Review (2/14, 798K) that recently, he “pointed out that the excuses for 
keeping schools closed are crumbling.” VerBruggen said he also pointed to “a bizarre instance in which the 
CDC's director had said schools could reopen safely before teachers are vaccinated...only to have the 
administration later backtrack, claiming she was speaking in her ‘personal capacity. Ata White House briefing.” 
He added that the CDC “has reieased its full guidelines for schools, and it seems the political pressures won out 
over the science.” 


Louisiana To Begin Enforcing Mask Requirement For Almost All Ferry Passengers. 


The AP (2/14) reported “Louisiana’s transportation department said it” planned to “start enforcing a mask 
requirement Monday for nearly all passengers on the state’s ferries in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19.” 
The department “said the mask mandate follows the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
requirement issued last month that called for peaple to wear face coverings on public transportation.” 
Passengers who remain “in their vehicles with the windows raised on Loulsiana’s ferries will have an exemption 
from the face covering requirement.” 


Connecticut Governor Credits Vaccinations With Drop In COVID-19 Infection Rate. 


The AP (2/12) reported Gov. Ned Lamont (D) “credited the growing number of vaccinations in Connecticut with 
the state’s declining rate of COVID-19 infection, noting Friday the number of nursing home residents and people 
75 years and older who are getting infected is ‘way down.” Based on “data through Feb. 11 from Johns Hopkins 
University, the rolling average number of daily new cases in the state has dropped by slightly more than 630, a 
decrease of 34%.” Lamont said, “It’s making a difference in the terms of we've got everybody in our nursing 
homes vaccinated and the number of complications coming out of our nursing homes is way down.” 


Officials In Kenosha County, Wisconsin Cracking Down On Illinois Residents Crossing 
Border To Receive COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/13) reported officials in Kenosha County, Wisconsin “say they are cracking down on Illinois residents 
who are crossing the border io get the COVID-19 vaccine in Wisconsin.” In a statement, “Kenosha Health Officer 
Jen Freiheit said... vaccination clinics are for peaple who live or work in Kenosha County who are age 65 and 
over or in the 1A category.” Freiheit said, “We are trying our best to discourage non-residenis and some might 
have slipped through, but we are working to crack down on that going forward.” 


Georgia Lawmakers Considering Legislation Requiring Hospitals, Nursing Homes To Allow 
Visitors Amid Pandemic. 


The AP (2/13, Nadler) reported legislators “in Georgia’s state House are considering legislation that would 
require hospitals and nursing homes to allow visitors, after many cut visitor access because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.” The legislation “would require that hospitals, nursing homes and other long-term care facilities allow 
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patients to have iwo visitors for up to two hours per day.” The measure “would only be applicable to patients that 
are in a facility for more than 24 hours, and the facilities would be able io set requirements for visitors, such as a 
mask or testing requirement.” 


Ohio Governor Rebukes School Officials For Backtracking On In-Person Learning 
Commitments. 


The AP (2/12, Franko} reported Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) “on Friday publicly rebuked school officials in Akron 
and Cincinnati for backtracking on commitments they’d made to offer in-person learning by March 1, calling that 
unacceptable afler employees in those districts were among those prioritized for coronavirus vaccines because 
of their reopening promises.” DeWine “was upset to learn that Akron students weren't slated to return until mid- 
March, and that Cincinnati's Walnut Hills High School was sticking with remote learning over concerns about 
crowding and the ability to keep students socially distanced.” DeWine “said he isn’t telling schools or parents 
what to do, but is warning schools that made reopening commitments in exchange for gelling prioritized vaccines 
to live up to their word.” 


Connecticut Officials Aim To Address Racial Gap In COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


The AP (2/12, Haigh, Collins} reported on “the challenges facing officials in Bridgeport and other urban areas 
around Connecticut and the country as they try to address a racial gap in COVID-19 vaccinations, with Black and 
Latino people lagging behind white people in receiving the shots.” Although state and local authorities in 
Connecticut “have announced a series of actions over the past week to address the gap, some political officials 
and community activists say not enough is being done to reach out to community members to tell them where 
they can get vaccinated and to educate thern about the vaccine.” State and local officials “say they're using 
public education campaigns to battle myths and skepticism about the vaccines within the African American and 
Hispanic communities, which stem from a longstanding misirust of medical systems.” 


lowa Officials Change Decision To Withhold COVID-19 Vaccines From Certain Counties. 


The AP (2/15) reports “lowa health officials have modified a decision to withhold COVID-19 vaccines from some 
counties that were reporied as not having used up to 80% of their allocation last week after working with the 
counties to resolve the problem.” lowa’s public health department “informed five counties on Friday that it would 
withhold this week's allotment of vaccine.” However, “as of Monday afternoon, the lowa Depariment of Public 
Health said the counties would be getting their allotment of vaccines afier negotiating an agreement to solve the 
issues that led to lagging vaccine use, the Des Moines Register reported.” 


Several COVID-19 Vaccination Sites To Reopen Tuesday In Los Angeles. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/15, Ryan, 3.37M) reports “Dodger Stadiurn and several other COVID-19 vaccination 
sites that were shuttered last week due to shoriages are set to reopen Tuesday, though continuing supply 
problems mean the vast majority of shots administered will be second doses, Los Angeles officials said.” People 
who were “vaccinated in mid-January were automatically slotted into appointments for most of the city’s 
anticipated weekly supply of 54,000 Moderna doses and 4,000 Pfizer doses, a prioritization that the city said 
complied with directives by county and federal health officials.” Only “4,600 doses will be set aside for initial 


GADB0000003185 


immunizations and will be administered at Pierce College and at mobile clinics in hard-hit sections of South and 
East L.A” 


Healthcare Systems In Minnesota Start COVID-19 Vaccination Outreach Programs For Hard- 
Hit Communities. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/42, Howatt, 855K) reported “some Minnesota health care systems have begun 
COVID-19 vaccination outreach programs to communities that have been hit the hardest by the pandemic.” For 
example, ast weekend, M Health Fairview started fis COVID-19 vaccination outreach, building on a 15-year-old 
initiative to partner with community organizations to give free, no-barrier immunizations.” The healthcare 
systems’ “efforts come as there is growing awareness that racial and ethnic minorities are being vaccinated at 
lower rates, based on reports frorn states that do collect that information.” 


Plan To Vaccinate More Massachusetts Seniors Against COVID-19 Sparks Concerns. 


The Washington Times (2/15, Howell, 826K) reports “Massachusetts is rolling out a plan to get more of its 
seniors vaccinated for COVID-19 — a caregiver who brings someone 75 and older to mass-vaccination sites like 
Fenway Park can get their own shot during the visit.” Lis “a creative way to help older adults navigate unfamiliar 
settings, as the state tries to” speed up “a rollout thal’s given first doses to about 12% of residents.” However, it 
has “sparked concerms that other older adults will be bumped farther back in line, especially as younger, healthy 
people attempt to enlist senior companions through online posts.” 


Kansas Attempting To Fix System For Sending COVID-19 Vaccine Information To US 
Government. 


The AP (2/15, Hollingsworth) reports “Kansas is working to fix its troubled system for sending vaccine data to the 
federal government, saying glitches caused about 100,000 doses that were given to not be registered as being 
administered.” Gov. Laura Kelly (D) “said in her biweekly conference call with elected officials last week that part 
of the problem is with the system that the state uses to track vaccinations, which is called Kansas WebiZ.” Kelly 
said, “That system then needs to send that information to the CDC and there have been some glitches really all 
along the path. ... We are bringing in the vendor who put WeblZ together to work on the technical fixes that need 
to be in place to smooth out that process.” 

The Hill (2/15, Lonas, 5.69M} reports Kansas’ system will not “recognize that a vaccine has been 
administered if one facility gives another facility doses of the vaccine they need to carry out scheduled 
vaccinations.” Furthermore, it “won't register a vaccine has been administered if one fieid in the state system is 
left blank since ii causes the [Centers] for Disease Control and Prevention not to receive the data, officials said.” 


Virginia ICUs Hitting Full Capacity Despite Stabilizing Number Of Hospitalizations. 

The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (2/13, Moreno, 401K} reported that in Virginia, COVID-19 “cases are 
declining. Overall hospitalizations have stabilized. Yet 20 intensive care units in Virginia recently had no available 
beds,” and 13 “hit at least 90% capacity.” Of the 13, four “maxed oul, according to federal data collected from 
Jan. 29 through Feb. 4.” One ICU “reached 107%, down from a haunting extreme that spiked Sentara Obici to 
148% barely a month ago.” 
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Editorial Criticizes US Supreme Court’s Ruling On California’s COVID-19 Restrictions For 
Places Of Worship. 


in an editorial, the San Francisco Chronicle (2/14, 2.44M) said that “just when most of the federal government 
had returned to the tedious but necessary work of responsibly managing a deadly pandemic, the U.S. Supreme 
Court emerged to carry on the tradition of counterproductive demagoguery that is falling out of favor in the other 
branches.” The Supreme Court's “right wing recently intervened to protect religious Californians’ right to contract 
and transmit the coronavirus.” The high “court ruled late on a Friday that the faithful must be allowed to resume 
congregaling inside regardiess of the danger to their earthly lives or those of their neighbors.” The Chronicle said 
“any religious leaders refusing to abide” by COVID-19 “restrictions for a few more months while vaccinations 
proceed betray a disregard for their fellow humans that is at odds with the values their faiths espouse.” 


Beaumont Health Cancels Over 1,800 COVID-19 Vaccination Appointments Due To 
Reduction In Allocation From Michigan. 


The Detroit Free Press (2/15, Shamus, 2.16M) reports “Beaumont Health says it is canceling 1,884 appointments 

this week for patients who were scheduled to get the second booster dose of Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines.” The 

reasons is “an unexpected and significant reduction in Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine allocation from the state of 

Michigan,” the health system said. The health system “said itis emailing patients to let them know their 

appoiniments have been canceled, but also will attempt to contact patients without an email address by phone.” 
The Detroit News (2/15, Kozlowski, 1.16M) also reporis on the story. 


Child Care Workers Now Prioritized For COVID-19 Vaccine In Kentucky. 


The Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal (2/15, Yetter, Ladd, 554K} reports “Kentucky's child care workers are being 
prioritized for the COVID-19 vaccine, following an appeal frorn multiple advocacy, business and education 
groups.” Gov. Andy Beshear (D) “announced Monday that child care workers will be added to the current ‘Phase 
1B’ group for vaccination. That group already includes teachers and other school workers, who began getting the 
vaccine in January.” 


Blue Shield Of California Secures Contract To Boost COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/15, Gutierrez, 3.37M) reports Blue Shield of California “will create an algorithm to 
determine where to allocate COVID-19 vaccines statewide with the goal of being able to administer 3 million 
shots a week by March 1, according to a coniract made public Monday that grants the insurance giant far- 
reaching powers in overseeing the state's distribution of doses.” The Times says the company “will attempt to 
drastically scale up the number of daily doses, but that goal will largely depend on the supply sent to the state.” 


Pennsylvania’s Data On Ethnicity, Race In COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Reportedly 
Lacking. 

The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (2/14, Simonton, 245K) reported that “despite numerous studies predicting the 
likelihood of racial disparities and a supposed focus on equity in the rollout, Pennsylvania’s data tracking race 
and ethnicity in [COVID-19] vaccine distribution currently is lacking.” Over one “month into the state’s vaccine 
rollout, about 34% of race data as it relates to distribution is marked as ‘unknown’ on the state’s dashboard.” The 
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Tribune-Review said “fewer than 12,000 Black residents have been vaccinated partially, compared io almost 
413,000 white residents. But more than 228,000 people have no race identified at all, according to the 
dashboard.” 


Connecticut Teachers Push For School Employees To Be Prioritized In COVID-19 Vaccine 
Rollout. 


The Hartford (CT) Courant (2/13, Blanco, Brindley, 438K) reported that “as Connecticut continues fo expand 
COVID-19 vaccinations to more residents, teachers are pushing for school staff to be at the front of the line, 
saying that vaccinating educators is a crucial step toward keeping schools open and safe.” However, “new 
school reopening guidance released by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention places a priority not 
on vaccination, but on existing strategies such as masking, hand washing and social distancing.” AFT 
Connecticut President Jan Hochadel “said the Board of Education Union Coalition is proposing to the state that a 
certain percentage of Connecticut's overall available vaccines each week go towards schooi staff members in a 
‘parallel track, so that we can ensure that many educators are going to be vaccinated as we start going forward 
with the essential employees.” 


Rhode Island Lieutenant Governor “Not Satisfied” With State’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 


The Providence (RI) Journal (2/15, Anderson, 376K) reports that on Monday, Rhode Island “Li. Gov. Dan McKee 
broke ranks with Gov. Gina Raimondo, saying that he is ‘not satisfied’ with the state [COVID-19] vaccine rollout 
he is set to inherit when she is confirmed as U.S. Commerce Secretary as early as next week.” McKee said, 
“Like most Rhode Islanders, | am not satisfied with the current administration’s progress on vaccine distribution, 
especially as we see our neighbors in Connecticut ranked among the top in the nation.” McKee added, “When | 
become Governor, | want to have all the information to be able to hit the ground running on day one.” 


Commentary Discusses How To Ensure Communities Of Color Receive COVID-19 Vaccines. 


In an opinion piece for Scientific American (2/13, 3.1M), Gary Velasquez, co-founder and CEO of Cogitativo, a 
data science company, said “President Biden’s promise to ensure that communities of color are not left behind in 
the vaccine rollout shows that he is ready to tackle the pervasive inequities of health care laid bare by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” In order to turn “that promise into practice,” Velasquez said, “we first need to know where 
those at high risk within underserved communities are located in order to set up mobile vaccination sites in the 
right places, and that will require the federal government to use a scientific, data-driven system for identifying 
those most in need.” Velasquez called for the US “to unlock the power of science and data to surgically identify 
individuals in communities of color who are most at risk and ensure the vaccine reaches them first.” 


Governors Urge Biden To Give Them More Say In How Feds Distribute COVID-19 Vaccines. 


USA Today (2/15, Groppe, 12.7M) reporis “governors are asking President Joe Biden for more say in how the 
federal government is distributing coronavirus vaccines to local pharmacies and community health centers in 
their states.” The governors “also want the public to better understand which distribution programs states are 
running and which ones the federal government controls.” The executive committee of the National Governors 
Association wrote to Biden, “Due to the anxiety created by the demand and supply of the vaccine, it is imperative 
that the American people fully understand the process.” 
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Opinion: California Must Create COVID-19 Vaccination Plan For ICE Facilities. 


In an opinion piece for the Los Angeles Times (2/15, 3.37M), Bill Ong Hing, founder of the Immigrant Legal 
Resource Center in San Francisco, and Hamid Yazdan Panah, advocacy director for immigration Defense 
Advocates, write that “perhaps no population has been more marginalized in the” COVID-19 vaccine “rollout than 
those who are held against their will in immigration detention facilities.” Almost one “year into the pandemic, 
there is still no known plan in place and no agency or group clearly responsible for making sure that immigrants 
in detention in the state will get vaccinated.” The authors say, “As California works to reorganize and improve its 
overall vaccination rate, it must include a specific plan that recognizes the urgency of the COVID crisis in ICE 
detention.” 


UK Coronavirus Variant Detected In New Hampshire For First Time. 


The AP (2/12, Ramer) reporied the UK “coronavirus variant has been detected in a New Hampshire resident for 
the first time, state health officials said Friday.” A Hillsborough County adult “tested positive for the variant.” The 
individual “had close contact with someone who had been diagnosed with COVID-19 after international travel, 
according to the Department of Health and Human Services.” 


University Of Central Florida Student Contracts UK Coronavirus Variant. 


The AP (2/12) reported “a student at the University of Central Florida has been diagnosed with a variant of the 
coronavirus first found in the United Kingdom and thought to be more easily transmissible.” The “student tested 
positive this week, Michael Deichen, associate vice president of UCF Student Health Services said Thursday in a 
staternent on the university's website.” 


New York’s COVID-19 Seven-Day Positivity Rate Reaches Lowest Mark Since End Of 
November. 


The New York Daily News (2/13, McShane, 2.51M) reported Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) “delivered New Yorkers a 
pre-Valentine’s Day gift better than chocolate or flowers: The state's COVID-19 seven-day positivity rate hit its 
lowest mark since late November.” The positivity “rate dropped below 4% for the first time since Nov. 29 and the 
seven-day average was down 51% from the post-holiday peak of early January, the governor said Saturday.” 


Los Angeles County Seeing Drop In COVID-19 Cases. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/14, Elmahrek, 3.37M) reported “Los Angeles County’s daily number of coronavirus 
cases continued to decline Sunday, bolstering hopes that the number of new cases will wane as spring 
approaches and vaccinations ramp up.” Los Angeles County “reported 1,936 new coronavirus cases and 82 
related deaths, comparatively low numbers that may in part reflect weekend reporting delays, according to the 
county Public Health Depariment.” According to the Times, “the daily case counts over the last week — an 
average of fewer than 3,500 new infections a day — [show] a dramatic decline since the peak of the pandemic in 
early January, when the average number of new daily cases reached 15,700.” 


Navy Says Three Sailors Aboard USS Theodore Roosevelt Tested Positive For COVID-19. 
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The Washington Post (2/15, Lamothe, 10.52M)} reports three sailors on ihe USS Theodore Roosevelt “have 
tested positive for the coronavirus, Navy officials said Monday, marking the second outbreak at sea on the ship 
within a year.” In a staternent, the Navy revealed the sailors on the aircrafi carrier “were not experiencing any 
symptoms and are isolated aboard the ship along with people they have been in close contact with,” and “none 
of the people in close contact had tested positive, the service said.” 

The AP (2/15, Baldor) reporis that “in a statement, the Navy said il is ‘following an aggressive mitigation 
strategy,’ including masks, social distancing, and proper handwashing and hygiene measures.” 


Texas Health Officials Warn Of “Rapid Growth” Of UK COVID-19 Variant. 


The Dallas Morning News (2/13, Kuchment, 772K) reported the Texas Department of State Health Services 
“says it is seeing ‘rapid growth’ in new cases of a highly contagious coronavirus variant that was first detected in 
the United Kingdom.” The agency “recorded 45 cases of the variant, known as 8.1.1.7, as of Friday,” and 
researchers last week “reported Texas’ first two cases of the South African variant, which is both highly 
contagious and more likely than other strains to dodge the human immune system.” 


Second Case Of UK Coronavirus Variant Found In Kansas. 


The AP (2/15) reports “a second case of” the UK “coronavirus variant has been confirmed in Kansas, state health 
officials said Monday.” The variant “was found in the Wichita area, the state Department of Health and 
Environment said in a news release.” The individual “with the second confirmed case likely contracted it while 
traveling out of state, the health department said. No further details about the person were released.” 


Connecticut Confirms First Case Of South Africa COVID-19 Variant. 


The Connecticut Mirror (2/15, Pazniokas) reports “Connecticut's first confirmed case of a relatively rare and more 
contagious variant of COVID-19 originally detected in South Africa involves a Fairfield County resident with no 
recent history of travel, state officials said Monday.” The infected individual, “who is described only as between 
ages 60 and 70, is hospitalized in New York and doing weil, officials said.” 


UK Coronavirus Variant Likely 30-70% More Deadly, Study Suggests. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Berger, 10.52M) reported scientists say the UK coronavirus “variant is probably 30 
to 70 percent more deadly, based on a follow-up study by the government released Friday that assessed a larger 
sample size of covid-19 patients and also found a higher rate of hospitalization.” The UK “variant is ‘associated 
with an increased risk of hospitalization and death compared to infection with’ other forms of the virus, according 
to the study, which drew from multiple databases across the country.” 

The New York Times (2/13, Mueller, Zimmer, 20.6M) reported “the British government did not publicly 
announce the updated findings, which are based on roughly twice as many studies as its earller assessment and 
include more deaths from Covid-19 cases caused by the new variant, known as B.1.1.7.” Overall, “the 
government scientisis’ assessment that the variant was ‘likely’ to be linked to a higher risk of death still only 
signaled 55 to 75 percent confidence in the finding.” 

Forbes (2/15, 10.33M)} contributor Robert Giatter says “the new research complied daia and studies from 
multiple institutions and found ‘increased severity’ of Covid-19 cases compared to non-variants.” The study alse 
“noted that B.1.1.7 cases were 30-70% more lethal in comparison to the original wild-type strains.” 
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Fox News (2/15, Aaro, 23.99M)} reports “the scientists noted several limitations within their assessment, 
including that the number of deaths [is] ‘too iow for reliable interference,’ and that the consensus of the findings 
was not unanimous.” 

Also reporting on the story were The Hill (2/13, Lonas, 5.69M) and the New York Post (2/15, Steinbuch, 
745M). 


HHS To Extend Liability Protections Amid COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 


Inside Health Policy (2/12, Wang, Subscription Publication) reported “HHS will extend liability protections under 
the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act to any federal government employee, contractor or 
volunteer who prescribes, administers, delivers, distributes or dispenses a covered countermeasure, including 
COVID-19 vaccines, the deparirnent announced Friday.” 


Novavax To Complete US Vaccine Trial Enrollment In Record Time. 


The Financial Times (2/15, Kuchier, Subscription Publication, 1.48M) reports, “Novavax, one of the unexpected 
success stories of the Covid-19 vaccine race, is about to finish enrolling its US trial in record time.” 


Pfizer Confident It Can Deliver 2B COVID-19 Vaccine Doses This Year As Company Ramps 
Up Capacity, Executive Says. 


In an interview with the AP (2/14, Johnson), Pfizer global supply head Mike McDermott said Pfizer is “confident” 
in fis commitment to deliver “approximately 2 billlon doses of the COVID-19 vaccine by the end of 2021,” and the 
company is “constantly looking for ways to make and distribute more doses faster.” He added that Pfizer is 
expanding its “capacity to make more vaccine as quickly as possible. We are making process improvements, 
adding more manufacturing lines within the Pfizer and BioNTech facilities, expanding use of contract 
manufacturers and adding more suppliers.” 

The Hill (2/14, Coleman, 5.69M) reported, “McDermott said Pfizer's construction of the virus’s messenger 
RNA genetic code is ‘the perfect science to be able to make modifications quickly’ if needed.” 

HuffPost (2/14, Visser, 363K) also covered the story. 


Pfizer Vaccine Proves Effective In Israel. 


Reuters (2/14, Rabinovitch, Lubell}) reported Clalit, Israel's largest healthcare provider, announced Sunday that 
there was “a 94% drop in symptomatic COVID-19 infections among 600,000 people who received two doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine in the country’s biggest study to date,” and “said ihe same group was also 92% less likely to 
develop severe illness from the virus.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/15, Lieber, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) also reports on the story. 


US Hits Milestone With 50M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered. 


On the CBS Weekend News = (2/14, story 3, 2:20, 8.27M), Jericka Duncan reported, “The race to 
vaccinate America is accelerating and hit a new milestone this weekend: 50 million shots, with 37 million people 


receiving their first dose, 13 million getting their second dose.” However, Lilla Luciano added that in California, 
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“the shortage of vaccines has led to closures, io postponed appointments, and to widespread frustration.” 
According to Luciano, officials in Los Angeles “say they could give 600,000 doses a week if they had the supply.” 
The Wall Street Journal (2/14, Wernau, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) said that aside from the supply 

issues, the challenges that come with distributing the vaccines are daunting. 


Walmart Starts Large-Scale Vaccine Distribution. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/14, Nassauer, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported Walmart is positioned to 
become one of the largest distributors of the coronavirus vaccine because of its large network of stores. Starting 
last week, 21 retail chains began distributing vaccines, among them CVS, Walgreens, and Kroger. The federal 
government intends to distribute roughly one million doses weekly to the chains. 


FDA Allows Moderna To Increase Quantity Of Its COVID-19 Vaccine In Each Vial. 


The New York Times (2/12, LaFraniere, Weiland, Stolberg, 20.6M) reported that the FDA “has informed the 
drugmaker Moderna that it can put up to 40 percent more coronavirus vaccine into each of its vials, a simple and 
potentially rapid way to bolster strained supplies, according to people familiar with the company’s operations.” 
Although “federal officials want Moderna to submit more data showing the switch would not compromise vaccine 
quality, the continuing discussions are a hopeful sign that the nation’s vaccine stock could increase faster than 
expected, simply by allowing the company to load up to 14 doses in each vial instead of 10.” 

Also reporting were The Hill (2/12, Kelley, 5.69M)}, Fox News (2/12, Best, 23.99M), and Politico (2/12, Lim, 
Owermohie, 6.73M). 


Possibly Thousands Of Foreign Nationals Have Received COVID-19 Vaccine In US. 


The Washington Post (2/12, Bernstein, Sheridan, 10.52M) reported that potentially thousands of foreign 
nationals have received coronavirus vaccines in the United States. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention “has yet fo tackle the issue of foreign nationals getting vaccinated.” The article added that the CDC 
“did not address the issue of Americans crossing state lines for shots until Monday, when it told states they could 
restrict coronavirus vaccinations to their residents.” 


Sanofi CEO Admits COVID-19 Vaccine “Will Not Be Ready This Year.” 


Reuters (2/13, Blamont} reported Sanofi CEQ Paul Hudson has told a French newspaper that its COVID-19 
vaccine candidate with Translate Bio “will not be ready this year.” However, according to the article, clinical trials 
of the mRNA-based vaccine “are expecied to start this quarter.” The revelation “could mark another blow for 
Sanofi, already embaiiied with a delay for another COVID-19 vaccine candidate it hopes to bring to patients and 
for which the company has teamed up with Britain’s GlaxoSmithKline.” 

The Hill (2/13, Williams, 5.69M) reported Hudson said the vaccine “could be of use at a later stage all the 
more if the fight against variants was to continue.” Sanofi hopes “to begin a phase 2b trial of this vaccine this 
month, a move that will delay its availability to sometime in the second half of 2027.” 

Among other outlets reporting were Bloomberg (2/14, Loh, 3.57M), a separate Bloomberg (2/14, Katz, 
3.57M) article, and The Hill (2/13, Lonas, 5.69M). 


AstraZeneca, Oxford University Start Testing COVID-19 Vaccine In Children. 
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The Washington Post (2/14, Bellware, 10.52M) reported, “Oxford University announced Friday it started testing 
its coronavirus vaccine in children as young as 6 in a move that expands coronavirus vaccine trials to ithe 
youngest age group yet.” This new “trial will include 300 child volunteers ages 6 to 17, with 240 of them receiving 
the vaccine co-developed with drugmaker AstraZeneca: the remaining participants will receive a control 
meningitis vaccine that has been proved safe in children but is expected to mimic side effects of a covid-19 shot, 
the university said in a statement.” 

The Hill (2/13, Castronuovo, 5.69M)} reported, “Thus far, coronavirus vaccines have largely been tested and 
approved by countries for emergency use for people as young as 16, though Pfizer and Moderna currently have 
clinical trials underway to determine the safety and efficacy of vaccinations among children.” 

Among other sources covering the story were Bloomberg (2/13, Ring, 3.57M), CBS News (2/14, Lewis, 
5.39M), Newsweek (2/13, Cole, 2.67M), and the New York Post (2/13, Connelly, 7.45M). 


Physicians Aiming To Combat Anti-Vaccine Misinformation. 


Politico (2/15, Ravindranath, 6.73M) reports physicians and nurses “trying to build confidence in Covid-19 
vaccines on social media are mounting coordinated campaigns to combat anti-vaccination forces prevalent on 
those platforms,” and public health groups “are mobilizing a global network of vaccine advocates to come to their 
aid when they are attacked online by activists, who closely monitor certain hashtags and keywords.” According to 
the article, the groups are using “monitoring software to swiftly identify online attacks, then tap their networks to 
flood social media posts with supportive messages countering vaccine opponents.” 


Despite Initial Promises, Most Of Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Sold Only To Rich 
Countries. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Rauhala, 10.52M) reporied that despite Moderna agreeing to uphold “equitable 
access principles” for its COVID-19 vaccine, the company’s “vaccine is anything but accessible,” with most of the 
early doses being sold only to rich countries and poorer countries being “almost entirely shut out.” 


Men Accused Of Creating Fake Site To Sell COVID-19 Vaccines. 


The New York Times (2/12, Leon, 20.6M) reporied, “Three Baltimore men have been accused by federal 
prosecutors of putting up a fake website to sell Covid-19 vaccines for $30 a dose, prosecutors say.” The men 
“each face a charge of conspiracy to commit wire fraud, the United States Attorney's Office for the District of 
Maryland said on Thursday.” The men allegedly “created a website that resembled that of Moderna, the 
biotechnology company based in Cambridge, Mass., thai in December won federal approval to distribute iis 
Covid-19 vaccine.” 


Black Americans Reportedly Disadvantaged By COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout That Prioritizes 
Those Over 75. 


ProPublica (2/12, Thomas, 235K) reported, “Prioritizing COVID-19 vaccinations for people 75 and up can leave 
out Black Americans, who tend to die younger than their white counterparts.” The article highlighted the situation 
in majority-Black Shelby County, where “22% of Shelby County vaccine recipients are Black, compared to 43% 
who are white” as of February 6. According to the article, “experts attribute the vaccination disparity to a number 
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of factors, including poor internet access, lack of transporiation and distrust of the medical sysiem caused by 
racist practices such as the federal governments Tuskegee syphilis study.” 


MSU Researcher Tests Cannabis-Based Drug To Fight COVID-19. 


The Lansing (Ml) State Journal (2/15, Johnson, 185K} reports that “parts of the marijuana plant could be a key to 
treating one of COVIB-19’s deadly symptoms.” The immune system responds when “exposed to COVID-19, but 
sometimes so aggressively it affects lung function and makes it harder to breathe.” That’s where a new drug 
“containing cannabinoids...comes in.” Norbert Kaminski, a Michigan State University professor of pharmacology 
and toxicology, “is working with GB Sciences, a biopharmaceutical company, to develop a drug that prevents the 
lung inflammation that some experience after contracting COVID-19 that can lead to trouble breathing and 
death.” 


Child Care Workers Reportedly Being Left Behind In COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 


Vox (2/15, North, 1.88M)} reports that around the country, child care providers “have been working in-person 
throughout the pandemic, caring for kids even when schools are closed.” However, in many cases, the vaccine 
rollout is “Seaving them behind.” Even in states where child care workers “have been prioritized alongside 
teachers, like California, a chaotic process has meant many have yet to receive the shot.” Advocates “fear thai a 
combination of long work hours, complex sign-up processes, and lack of sufficient outreach in languages other 
than English will mean that the child care workforce -~ disproportionately composed of women of color and 
immigrants — will struggle to access vaccines even when they’re technically eligible to get them.” Child Care 
Providers United Executive Director Alexa Frankenberg told Vox, “There has to be a strategy that really 
acknowledges who these workers are, what their work looks like, and meets thern where they are.” 


HIV Activists Fought For Inclusion In COVID-19 Vaccine Trials. 


ABC News (2/15, Chhabravia, 2.44M) reports, “Hundreds of HIV-positive people” are “participating in clinical 
trials for COVID-19 vaccines.” According to the article, “people with HIV were initially excluded from COVID-19 
vaccine trials ~ as well as people undergoing cancer treatrnent, or anyone else with a compromised immune 
sysiem.” However, activists argued against the exclusion of people living with HIV from trials launched by 
pharmaceutical companies Pfizer and Moderna back in July. 


Residents At One West Virginia Nursing Home Finish Receiving COVID-19 Vaccinations. 
The New York Times (2/12, Ai, Mervosh, Alfiky, 20.6M) reported on the atmosphere in Good Shepherd Nursing 


Home in West Virginia after residents finished receiving their COVID-19 vaccinations. However, “even with ihe 
vaccinations completed,” residents must still continue adhering to numerous social distancing precautions. 


Massachusetts Baby Boomers Waiting To Get COVID-19 Vaccine As State Prioritizes Those 
Over 75. 


The Boston Globe (2/15, Weisman, 1.04M)} reports numerous baby boomers in Massachusetis have been 
wailing for months, knowing “they're next in line for shots under the state’s slow-ralling vaccination program.” 
Last week, state officials “unveiled a buddy system that allows younger people to get shots if they escort 
someone over 75.” Governor Charlie Baker said last Wednesday, “We'll move beyond where we are now when 
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we feel like we've done as much as we can do to get the folks who are part of the communities who are currently 
eligible vaccinated.” 


Republicans Nationwide More Supportive Of Biden Relief Plan Than GOP Lawmakers. 


The Washington Post (2/14, Witte, 10.52M)} reported that while Republicans in Congress “overwhelmingly 
oppose” President Biden’s $71.9 trillion COVID relief bill, “casting it as bloated and budget-busting, with some 
heaping particular scorn on a measure to send $350 billion in assistance to states and cities,” to Republicans at 
the state and local level nationwide, the bill “dangles the tantalizing prospect of a reprieve.” According to the 
Post, “Surveys show that a broad majority of Americans support the assistance, including large numbers of 
Republicans,” and “only a minority among Republican voters agree with GOP lawmakers that the aid package is 
too large, polis have found.” 

The New York Times (2/14, Ai, Shear, 20.6M) reported “House commitiees are already debating parts of 
the coronavirus relief legislation.” However, former President Trump’s “influence with Republicans will be an 
obstacle” to the Biden agenda, which needs some Republican support “to overcome a filibuster in the Senate.” 

Similarly, the Wall Street Journal (2/15, Leary, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) suggests Biden will have a 
hard time getting Republican support for his platform. Strategist Scott Reed explained Biden’s “continuing lurch 
to the left on domestic policy is creating a strong contrast for the midterm elections already,” and is “giving 
Republicans plenty of ammo.” 

Also reporting are the AP (2/12, Boak, Freking), Reuters (2/12, Shalal}, and CNN (2/15, Fox, 89.21M). 


NYTimes Analysis: Biden, Fed Cast Aside Inflation Worries To Push COVID-19 Relief. 


The New York Times (2/15, Tankersley, Smialek, 20.6M) reports in an analysis that as President Biden moves 
forward with his COVID-19 relief package, he and his “top economic advisers are brushing aside” warnings about 
inflation, “as is the Federal Reserve under Chair Jerome H. Powell.” They “have decided the risk of ‘overheating’ 
the economy is much lower than the risk of failing to heat it up enough.” The Times says they are “staying the 
course despite a growing outcry from some economists across the political spectrum, including Lawrence 
Summers, a former Treasury secretary and top adviser in the Clinton and Obama administrations, who say Mr. 
Biden’s plans could stir up a whirlwind of rising prices.” 


Activists Reportedly Worry Biden Undermines Minimum Wage Effort In COVID-19 Relief. 


The AP (2/15, Weissert, Jaffe} reporis, “The coronavirus has renewed focus on challenges facing hourly 
employees,” and President Biden “has responded by including a provision in the massive pandemic relief bill that 
would more than double the minimum wage from the current $7.25 to $15 per hour.” Still, the AP says that Biden 
has become “an unexpected roadblock” to the measure as he has “seemingly undermined the push to raise the 
minimum wage by acknowledging its dim prospects in Congress.” That, adds the AP, is “frustrating to 
activists...who worry their victory is being snatched away ail the last minute despite an administration that's 
otherwise an outspoken ally.” 


Opinion: COVID Relief Bill Debate Misses Point Of Stimulus. 


Mervyn King, Alan Greenspan Professor of Economics at NYU Stern School of Business and professor of law at 
NYU Schoo! of Law, writes in Bloomberg Opinion (2/15) that the “focus on the mere size of President Biden's 
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COVID-19 relief bill “draws aiiention away from whai is aciuaily going on in our economies.” King argues the “key 
words ought to be support and shifi — support in the short run for those wors! affected, and the shift of resources 
that will be needed later.” The goal of spending, he adds ‘is not to stimulate spending but fo enable businesses 
and the self-employed to survive while maintaining employment.” 


WPost Analysis: State And Local Governments Cut 1.3M Jobs During Pandemic. 


The Washington Post (2/15, A1, Fowers, Siegel, 10.52M) reports that according to its analysis, “state and local 
governments have shed 1.3 million jobs since the pandemic began last year” or “more than 1 in 20 government 
jobs.” Overall, “al least 26 states” saw revenue declines, reaching “10 percent or more in five states,” and “the toll 
was felt in both Republican led states like Texas, which saw a 10 percent shortfall, and Democratic led ones, like 
Oregon which weathered a 13 percent drop.” The Post adds, “Rescuing struggling state and local governments 
has been at the center of Congress’ debate” over pandemic aid. The Post also reports that “state and local 
governments are large employers, accounting for about 13 percent of non-farm jobs in February 2020,” and at 
the state level “cuts to education spending make up almost all of the job losses,” while “on the local level, public 
education accounted for just over half of job losses.” 


Opinion: Finance Guru Dave Ramsey Was Wrong To Mock Stimulus Checks. 


ina Washington Post (2/13, 10.52M) op-ed, columnist Helaine Olen blasted personal finance guru Dave Ramsey 
for saying “if $600 or $1,400 changes your life, you were pretty much screwed already.” Olen criticized Ramsey 
for making light of the issue, and argues that the economy is “going into a deep freeze” due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, making it difficult for people to find work. She added that “a large majority of Americans, including a 
majority of Republicans, supports another four-figure stimulus check.” 


Biden’s $3,000 Per-Child Benefit May Face Challenges, Experts Warn. 


The Washington Post (2/12, Stein, 10.52M) reported “President Biden may struggle to deliver his proposed 
$3,000-per-child benefit to millions of the nation’s poorest families” as part of his COVID-19 relief bill. Policy 
experis warn that the new program could “struggle to reach two vulnerable groups likely to be among those who 
need help the most: households where incomes are so low families don’t file federal income taxes and families 
experiencing changes in their living arrangements.” The gap could overlook “as many as 3.2 million children” 
living in homes that do not file taxes, and is “likely to struggle to reach the millions of families experiencing 
changes in child custody arrangemenis because the agency lacks current information about family status.” 


Coronavirus Stimulus Recipients Boost Consumer Spending. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/14, Torry, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported consumer spending by 
individuals making less than $60,000 annually rose by more than 20% in early January, after the Treasury 
Depariment began sending aid to lower-income families, suggesting a “significant pent-up demand for 
necessities.” 


Remote Learning Amid COVID-19 Leads To Weight Gain Among Children, Doctors Warn. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/14, King, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported pediatricians are warning that the 
coronavirus pandemic’s disruption of in-person classes and other activities is leading to weight gain among 
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children that could have long-lasting health impacts. With students spending more time at home, kids are 
snacking more and exercising less. Doctors and nutritionists are worried that children are more at risk for type- 
two diabetes and asthma. 


Former CDC Director Discusses Steps To Prepare For Future Pandemics. 


Former CDC Director Tom Frieden wrote at the Wall Street Journal (2/12, Frieden, Subscription Publication, 
8.41M) on the passibility of future pandemics, and details six steps to ensure better global preparedness. Frieden 
argued for developing a rapid response protocol, strengthening struggling health systems, relying on global 
organizations, increasing spending by wealthier countries, ensuring a cohesive global response, and committing 
to act immediately when a new pandemic is identified. 


FDA Approves Becton Dickinson Rapid COVID-19, Flu Test. 


Reuters (2/12, Roy) reported the Food and Drug Administration last week issued an emergency use 
authorization for Becton Dickinson’s molecular test “that detects viruses that cause COVID-19 as well as 
influenza and produces result in 2-3 hours.” The test “can also detect the U.K. and South Africa variants of the 
coronavirus and is available for order in the United States and Europe.” 

Also reporting are the Washington Times (2/13, Tan, 626K) and Fox News (2/12, Hein, 23.99M)}. 


COVID-19 Leaving Millions Jobless, Taking A Toll On Mental Health. 


USA Today (2/15, Jones, 12.7M) reporis more people are being forced to live in cars and RVs after losing their 
jobs and homes during the pandemic. Among the “millions of Americans who lost jobs during the economic 
downturn sparked by the pandemic, or who have seen their hours and wages cut, the toll on mental health is 
also widespread” — over half “said they were dealing with more mental health challenges like anxiety and 
depression,” while 70% reported feeling more siress and 81% “said they'd felt adrift, fought more with loved ones 
or experienced other emotional issues since losing their jobs.” 


States Expanding COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Faster Than They Can Receive Adequate 
Doses. 


The New York Times (2/15, Tompkins, Delkic, Zraick, Sloinik, 20.6M) reports, “Racing to ramp up Covid-19 
vaccinations, states have opened mass inoculation sites and expanded eligibility.” However, a big problem 
exists: “The supply is not increasing quickly enough.” The US “is gradually administering more doses every day, 
now up to an average of about 1.7 million, according to a New York Times database. ... States are also steadily 
widening access beyond the most vulnerable groups, frontline health care workers and nursing home staff and 
residents.” 


lowa Lags In Delivery Of COVID-19 Vaccine Because Of Inadequate Preparation, Lack Of 
Staff, Other Issues. 


The AP (2/14, Pitt reported, “lowa’s lagging ability to broadly deliver coronavirus vaccines to people is due to 
inadequate preparation, confusing communication and a lack of staff and resources ai local agencies, according 
to public health managers and experis.” 
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Black Hospital Workers In Chicago Refuse COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/12, Tanner) reported, “Just 37% of the G00 doctors, nurses and support staff at Roseland Community 
Hospital fin Chicago] have been vaccinated even though health care workers are first in line.” The article many of 
those who refuse to be vaccinated “come from the mostly Black, working class neighborhoods surrounding the 
hospital.” 


Providing COVID-19 Vaccine To LA’s Homeless People “Fraught With Obstacles.” 


The Los Angeles Times (2/15, Oreskes, 3.37M) reports physicians and nurses in Los Angeles “culled a list of 
nearly 900 homeless people they wanted to vaccinate.” The objective “was to offer a lifeline io one of Los 
Angeles’ most vulnerable and hard-to-reach populations.” However, “the effort to vaccinate the homeless 
population and the skid row community, which ts just getting underway, is fraught with obstacles.” 


New Health Department Data In California Show Disparities In COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/14, Velarde, 3.37M) reported new daia from the California Department of Public 
Health show that statewide, white Californians “have received 32.7% of the first available doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine, compared with 16% for Latinos, 13% for Asians, 2.9% for Black people and 0.3% for native 
populations.” 

The San Francisco Chronicle (2/13, Neilson, 2.44M) also reported. 


Philadelphia Shutters Mass COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Amid Concerns About Personal Data. 


On its front page, the Washington Post (2/14, Ai, Sellers, 10.52M) reported Philadelphia’s “first mass vaccination 
site looked like a model of 21st-century efficiency. ... The innovative operation delivered coronavirus shots to 
almost 7,000 people in just five days, ushering them swifily through private immunization pods.” However, after 
the city’s “health department learned that Philly Fighting Covid...had launched a for-profit company in December, 
the city abruptly shuttered the vaccination clinics. Officials said they had lost trust in the group, citing concerns 
that changes in its data policy might allow personal information to be sold.” 


College Campus Housing Staff Push For Access To COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Lumpkin, 10.52M) reported housing staff members on college carmpuses throughout 
the US “are pushing to make sure they're vaccinated alongside other essential workers.” These employees “say 
their jobs carry more responsibilities — and new risks,” including “enforcing mask-wearing and social distancing 
and escorting their sick peers to isolation housing.” 


New York Governor Faces New Allegations Of Covering Up Nursing Home Deaths. 

On its front page, the New York Times (2/12, At, Mckinley, Ferré-Sadurni, 20.6M) reported New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo (D) is “facing new allegations” that he and his aides “covered up the scope of the death toil in the 
state’s nursing homes.” According to the Times, “The latest revelations came in the wake of private remarks by 
the governor's top aide, Melissa DeRosa, and a cascading series of reports and court orders that have nearly 
doubled the state’s official toll of nursing hore deaths in the last two weeks.” 
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Other news outlets covering the story include ProPublica (2/12, Sexion, 235K), the AP (2/15, Peltz}, The Hill 
(2/15, Coleman, 5.69M)}, Politico New York (2/15, Mahoney}, USA Today (2/15, Robinson, 12.7M), NBC Nightly 
News = (2/15, story 6, 1:35, Holt, 6. 44M), and HuffPost (2/15, Karanth, 363K). 

Cuomo Acknowledges Withholding Data Qn Nursing Home Deaths During The COVID-19 
Pandemic. Reuters (2/15, McKay) reports that on Monday, Cuomo acknowledged “that his office should not 
have withheld data on COVID-19 nursing home deaths from state lawmakers, the public and press ~ falling short 
of an apolagy a senior aide made to lawmakers last week.” At a press conference, he said things “should have 


been done differenily.” 

White House Press Secretary Will Not Comment On Whether Or Not President Siden Nas 
Confidence in Cuome. Fox News (2/12, Singman, 23.99M) reported, “White House press secretary Jen Psaki 
on Friday dodged a question about whether President Biden has confidence in New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
amid the controversy surrounding underreported COVID-19 nursing home deaths in the state.” She “was asked 
whether the president had confidence in Cuomo, after Biden hosied a group of bipartisan governors and mayors 
at the White House Friday to discuss coronavirus response efforts.” 


New Jersey Officials Blame Microsoft Glitches For COVID-19 Vaccination Appointment 
Issues. 


The Hill (2/12, Lonas, 5.69M) reported, “New Jersey officials are blaming Microsoft systems that were supposed 
to help vaccination efforts for allegedly gilttching over the past five weeks.” Daily issues include difficulty booking 
appoiniments and the loss of registrations. The article added, “Microsoft told Bloomberg that they know of some 
issues with the system in New Jersey, but did not comment further.” 


Montana Governor Lifts Mask Mandate. 


The AP (2/12, Samuels) reporied that on Friday, Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte (R) lifted the state’s mask 
mandate. However, “some cities and counties are keeping local mask requirements because they think the 
governor's move was premature.” 

The Hill (2/12, Weixel, 5.69M) also reported. 


Massachusetts Medical Leaders Disagree With Governor’s Plan To Pause COVID-19 
Vaccine Distribution To Hospitals. 


The AP (2/13) reported, “Some Massachusetts hospital leaders and physicians said they disagree with a plan by 
the administration of Gov. Charlie Baker [IR] to halt vaccine distribution to hospitals and primary care offices” In 
order to “place the focus on vaccination sites.” 


Washington State To Focus On Second COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The AP (2/12) reported Washington “will focus on administering second vaccine doses next week and because 
of that, appointments to get a first dose next week will be extremely limited...state health officials said Friday.” 
The DOH plans to allocate this week’s first doses to “long term care facilities, adult family homes, mass 
vaccination sites in King, Pierce, Snohomish and Spokane counties and other sites thai address equity.” 
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People With Disabilities Are Afraid They Will Be Left Behind In The COVID-19 Vaccine 
Rollout. 


The AP (2/14, Whitehurst) reported, “Though many people with disabililies are more vulnerable to COVID-19, in 
some U.S. states they fear being left behind in a massive effort to get limited vaccines into the arms of those who 
need them most.” The article said those “with disabilities have been pushed down the priority list in places like 
North Carolina and California, where the state reversed course afier days of public pressure.” 


Two San Francisco Mass COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Temporarily Shutter Due To Lack Of 
Supply. 

ABC News (2/15, Hutchinson, 2.44M) reports San Francisco's mass vaccinalion sites at the Moscone Center 
and San Francisco City College have temporarily closed due to a shortage of COVIB-19 vaccine doses. Despite 
the lack of supply, city officials plan to move forward with a third mass vaccination site at the Produce Market. 


Experts Warn New Spike In COVID-19 Cases Could Occur This Summer If States 
Prematurely Lift Restrictions. 


ABC News (2/14, Ebbs, Haslett, 2.44M) reported, “Last summer, some states prematurely pulled back [COVID- 
19] restrictions before they hit the federal criteria to safely reopen, bringing on the biggest spike the country had 
seen at that point.” The article said experts are warning “the same situation could happen across the country as 
states like lowa and Montana lift mask mandates, New York allows stadiums to reopen, California pulls back its 
stay-at-home orders and [illinois allows more people to partake in indoor dining.” 


Data Show Only 11% Of Alabamians Who Received COVID-19 Vaccine Are Black. 


Alabama Live (2/12, Cason, 497K) reported, “Incomplete data released by the Alabama Department of Public 
Health shows thai only 11% of peopie who have received COVID-19 vaccinations are Black, even though Blacks 
make up about 27% of the state’s population.” The ADPH plans “to hire a company for a large scale media 
campaign aimed at encouraging Blacks to receive vaccinations,” according to a state official. 


Pennsylvania Secretary Of Health Orders Providers To Administer 80% Of First Doses 
Within Seven Days Of Receiving COVID-19 Vaccine. 

The Allentown (PA) Morning Call (2/12, Turner, 460K) reported that on Friday, Pennsylvania’s Acting Secretary 
of Health Alison Beam “ordered providers to administer 80% of first doses to people within seven days of 
receiving them and to have a staffed phone line for people who want to book appointments that way.” She also 
noted “there would be a narrowing-down of the number of vaccine providers to focus on those that are most 
efficient in getting shots into arms.” 


Colorado Eases Restrictions On Indoor Dining. 


The Denver Post (2/12, Sexton, 660K) reported, “Colorado business owners and customers are figuring out their 
own comfort levels after another relaxation of public health restrictions on indoor spaces, including restauranis, 
took effect Feb. 6.” Restaurants in most counties can now offer indoor dining at up to 50% capacity. 
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One-Third Of Residents In Tuluksak, Alaska Diagnosed With COVID-19. 


USA Today (2/14, Ball, 12.7M} reported approximately one-third of residents in Tuluksak, Alaska ~ “most of 
whom belong to the Tuluksak Native Communily tribe” ~ have been diagnosed with COVID-19. The remote 
village, like many others, is now on lockdown. 


Californians With Underlying Health Conditions Will Be Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine 
March 15. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/12, Sharp, 3.37M) reported that on Friday, California officials announced people aged 
“46 to 64 who are disabled or at high risk for morbidity and mortality from COVID-19 will be eligible for 
vaccination beginning nexi month.” 

According to the San Francisco Chronicle (2/12, Ho, 2.44M), “The underlying conditions that will result in 
vaccine eligibility on March 15 include cancer, chronic kidney disease at stage four or above, chronic pulmonary 
disease, Down syndrome, a weakened immune system from a solid organ transplant, sickle cell disease, 
pregnancy, heart conditions, severe obesity...and Type 2 diabetes.” 

The AP (2/12, Ronayne, Thompson) reported that the state “will soon expand its list of people eligible for 
coronavirus vaccinations by another 4 million to 6 million people.” 


The Sacramento (CA) Bee (2/12, Bollag, 519K) and the Orange County (CA) Register (2/12, Wheeler, 
594i} also reported. 


Florida Emergency Management Official Overseeing COVID-19 Response Resigns. 


The AP (2/15, Calvan) reports Florida’s Division of Emergency Management leader Jared Moskowitz resigned on 
Monday, “citing the grueling nature of the role — exacerbated by the demands of orchestrating the state's 
pandemic response ~ for his decision to leave the key post.” Moskowitz was “one of Florida’s top lieutenants in 
the fight against the coronavirus outbreak.” 

The Hill (2/15, Coleman, 5.69M) and the Miami Herald (2/15, Klas, 647K) also cover the story. 


Oklahoma Health Officials Learn Federally Supported COVID-19 Vaccination Sites Do Not 
Come With Additional Vaccines. 


The AP (2/13, Mulvihill, Murphy) reported Oklahoma health officials “jumped at the chance to add large, federally 
supporied vaccination sites” when the Biden Administration unveiled its “plan to open 100 vaccination sites by 
the end of the month.” Officials want to open sites in Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Lawton. However, “plans are 
now on hold after the state learned that the sites would not come with additional vaccines.” 


Amazon Sues New York Attorney General To Stop COVID-19 Charges. 


The New York Times (2/12, Weise, 20.6M) reporied that on Friday, Amazon filed a lawsuit against New York 
Attorney General Letitia James (D) “in an attempt to stop her from bringing charges against the company over 
safety concerns at two of its warehouses in New York City.” According to the Times, Amazon also asked the US 
District Court for the Eastern District of New York “io force Ms. James to declare that she does not have authority 
to regulate workplace safety during the Covid-19 pandemic.” 
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Massachusetts Offers COVID-19 Vaccine To Those Who Accompany Elders To Mass 
Vaccination Sites. 


The New York Times (2/12, A1, Barry, 20.6M) reported on its front page, “Massachusetts began a first-in-the- 
nation experiment, offering vaccinations to those who accompany people who are 75 and older to mass 
vaccination sites.” The intent is “to ease access problems for colder people, who have struggled to book online 
appoiniments and travel to sports stadiums.” 


California Church Postpones Conference After LA County Health Officials Warn Indoor 
Conferences Are Prohibited. 


The New York Times (2/12, Levenson, 20.6M) reported Grace Community Church announced on Friday “it had 
postponed an indoor conference that was expected to draw as many as 3,000 people from across the country to 
Southern California.” The church “reversed course after Los Angeles County health officials warned that indoor 
conferences were prohibited and that the event could worsen the spread of the coronavirus.” 


Disability Rights Advocates Urge Massachusetts To Expand COVID-19 Vaccine Priority To 
More People With Underlying Conditions. 


The Boston Globe (2/12, Pan, 1.04M) reported, “Disability rights advocates have been pleading with 
Massachusetts officials for weeks to revise the state’s vaccine allocation plan and expand priority io more people 
with underlying conditions.” They say “relying solely” on the CDC’s non-exhaustive list “disadvantages people 
with rare diseases.” 


Massachusetts Legislators Urge Governor To Modify COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout. 


The Boston Herald (2/13, Cotter, 327K) reported Massachusetts legislators have “sent a flurry of letters urging 
iGov.] Baker [R] to make tweaks large and small to the vaccine rollout ~ rethinking the companion system, 
adding asthma to the list of eligible medical conditions — and have filed emergency legislation to improve equily, 
create a preregistration system and a centralized online portal for appoiniment booking.” 


Experts Fear Massachusetts’ Decision To Stop New COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments At 
Hospitals Could Be Disruptive. 


The Boston Herald (2/12, Kashinsky, 327K) reported Massachusetts’ “push for hospitals to pause scheduling 
new first-dose coronavirus vaccine appointments amid limited supply could be disruptive in reaching high-risk 
patienis, medical experts and public officials fear.” 


DC, Maryland, Virginia Could Receive More Than $14B In Direct COVID-19 Relief Funding. 


The Washington Post (2/12, Flynn, 10.52M) reported, “More than $14 billion in direct coronavirus relief funding 
may be pouring into government coffers in the District, Maryland and Virginia in coming months ~— and for D.C., 
that could include the $755 million it was denied in the first rellef package nearly a year ago.” 


Prince George’s County Officials Apologize For Faulty Vaccine Rollout. 
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The Washington Post (2/13, Chason, 10.52M) reported, “Prince George’s County officiais apologized Saturday 
for a vaccine rollout they acknowledged has been plagued with technological difficulties and promised changes 
in iis scheduling sysiem to tackle a long wait list.” 


Virginia Democrats To Unveil Legislation To Reopen Schools. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Schneider, 10.52M) reported, “Democrats in the House of Delegates are set to 
unveil legislation on Monday to get students across Virginia back into public school classrooms by summer.” On 
Friday, the CDC “rolled out guidelines for reapening schools, and Gov. Ralph Northam (D) has called for Virginia 
sysiems to offer an in-person option by March 15.” 


Virginia To Launch Statewide System For COVID-19 Vaccine Scheduling. 


The Washington Post (2/12, Fadulu, Olivo, 10.52M) reported Virginia is adopting “a statewide sysiem for people 
to register for the coronavirus vaccine after weeks of confusion as people tried to navigate sign-up systems in 
individual health districts.” The new system will combine “vaccine appoiniment wait lists compiled by the state’s 
local health districts” into a master list. 

The AP (2/12) reported that the new system is “intended to offer a more user-friendly way for people to 
express interest in getting a shot and for public health officials to manage the lists.” It is expected to go live 
Tuesday morning. 


St. Louis-Area Group Homes Struggle To Find COVID-19 Vaccine For Residents. 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (2/14, Gray, 694K) reporied, “Leaders of St. Louis-area group homes that serve 
intellectually disabled adults have struggled to secure doses of COVID-19 vaccine for their staff and clients.” 
Instead of “a state sysiern linking specific vaccine vendors to prospective recipients high on the list of eligibility,” 
leaders were told “to be ‘scrappy” by a Department of Mental Health official. 


Some Fitness Trainers Received COVID-19 Vaccine As “Health Care Workers” In California. 


The AP (2/12) reported, “Some fitness trainers in California were able to get vaccinated against COVID-19 after 
state health officials created a loophole that helped them qualify as health care workers.” The Department of 
Public Health “classified outdoor recreation as health care,” which allowed fitness centers to get their employees 
inoculated. However, last Friday, “state health officials updated the rules and they no longer include outdoor 
recreation as Health Care.” 


Minnesota Health Officials Remind Residents To Wear Masks. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/14, Olson, 855K} reported that as Gov. Tim Walz (DFL) “scaled back capacity 
restrictions designed to reduce viral transmissions in bars, restaurants, fitness centers, entertainment venues 
and private social gatherings’ this week, health officials “reminded Minnesotans that one properly worn 
mask...will help protect them from COVID-19.” 


Governor Says Minnesota Could Lead The Way On Resuming In-Person Learning. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/14, Lonetree, Olson, 855K} reported that on Friday, Minnesota Gov. Tim Waiz 


yu 


{(DFL} “said that the state was positioned to potentially lead the country in the return to in-person learning.” He 
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“declined to give a target date for a full return to classroom life, saying such decisions are up to local leaders, but 
he predicted the state’s approach would put li ahead of the school-reopening strategy released Friday by the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” 


Governor Says President Biden Is Targeting Florida Despite Pandemic Success. 


Newsweek (2/14, Fearnow, 2.67M) reported, “Florida Republican Governor Ron DeSantis said Sunday during a 
Fox News interview that Florida's housing and economic situation ts ‘thriving, which has prompted ‘lockdowner’ 
Democrats like President Joe Biden to target the state’s success.” 


Nebraska Governor Continues To Focus On Vaccinating Older Residents Despite Pressure 
From Teachers. 


The Omaha (NE) World-Herald (2/12, Robb, Dejka, 509K) reported, “Gov. Pete Ricketts [R] is reinforcing the 
state’s focus on vaccinating older Nebraskans against COVID-19 as teachers keep pressing to move up the 
priority list.” 


Chicago-Area Counties Have Some Of The Lowest COVID-19 Vaccination Rates In Illinois. 


The Chicago Tribune (2/12, Freishtat, McCoppin, 2.03M) provided an overview of COVID-19 vaccination rates in 
counties throughout [llinais. The article said Chicago and Cook and DuPage counties reported thai less than 
10% of residents have receives their first dose of the vaccine. 


Ohio Governor Suggests He Will Withhold Teachers’ COVID-19 Vaccinations If Schools 
Don’t Open By March 1. 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer (2/12, Peizer, 1.22M) reported, “Gov. Mike DeWine [R] on Friday evening upped the 
pressure on Ohio schools to return to in-person classes on March 1, suggesting he would not begin teacher 
vaccinations at schools that don't.” 


Courts Unlikely To Grant COVID-19 Restriction, Lockdown Challenges By Individuals, 
Businesses. 


The Wail Street Journal (2/13, Gershman, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported lawsuits brought by 
businesses and individuals challenging COVID-19 restrictions and lockdowns have mosily resulted in defeat. 


LA County Hospital Violated Rules By Providing COVID-19 Vaccine To Private School 
Teachers. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/13, Blume, 3.37M)} reporied, “Northridge Hospital Medical Center violated county rules 
when it provided COVID-19 immunizations to teachers and other staff at the private Wesley School in North 
Hollywood and elsewhere, county officials said this week.” Northridge “has acknowledged the mistake and said it 
would not be repeated, but ihe episode raised concerns anew about equitable distribution of the potentially 
lifesaving vaccine.” 

According to the AP (2/13), “Teachers and other school employees are not currently authorized by the Los 
Angeles County Health Department to receive doses for the vaccine.” 
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California’s COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout Plagued By Data Issues, Inaccuracies. 


The Los Angeles Times (2/14, Gutierrez, 3.37M} reported California’s coronavirus vaccine rollout “has been 
plagued by data issues, leaving the state unable to keep track of how many doses of the lifesaving COVID-19 
vaccine are available at any one time.” 


New Yorkers With Chronic Health Conditions Eligible For COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The New York Times (2/14, Rosa, Rothfeld, 20.6M) reporied, “New Yorkers with chronic health conditions that 
made them newly eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine flooded a state website and call center Sunday morning, 
leaving many unable to immediately schedule appointmenis at mass vaccination centers.” As of 11:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, state officials said “73,000 appointments had been scheduled.” 

The AP (2/14, Villeneuve) reported that three million more New Yorkers “over 16 with so-called 
comorbidities” are now eligible for the COVID-79 vaccine. Eligible health conditions include “cancer, pregnancy, 
heart conditions, weakened immune systems, sickle cell disease, diabetes, neurologic conditions, liver disease, 
obesity, pulmonary disease, chronic kidney disease and intellectual and development disabilities such as Down 
Syndrome.” 

ABC News (2/15, Schumaker, 2.44M) also reports. 


Nebraska Orders 90% Of COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Go To People Aged 65 And Older. 


The AP (2/12, Schulte) reported, “Nebraska state officials have told retail pharmacies and local public health 
agencies offering coronavirus vaccinations to give at least 90% of their doses to senior citizens.” 


Congressional Lawmakers Ask HHS To Ban Preferential Access To COVID-19 Vaccine. 


The AP (2/12) reported, “More than two dozen members of the U.S. House of Representatives have called on 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to ban health care providers from offering special access to 
COVID-19 vaccines.” The request “would increase pressure, and potential consequences, for vaccine providers 
who offer preferential access to taxpayer-funded vaccines.” 


Honolulu Mayor Extends COVID-19 Restrictions. 


The AP (2/14) reported, “Honolulu Mayor Rick Blangiardi [1] has extended coronavirus restrictions for another 
month through mid-March starting Monday, but said that could change if confirmed cases remain low.” Should 
numbers remain low, Blangiardi “will shift the island to the nexi reopening stage before March 15.” 


White House Calls On China To Make Data Available On Early Days Of Pandemic. 


Reuters (2/13, Shalal, Martina) reported, “The White House on Saturday called on China to make available data 
frorn the earliest days of the COVID-19 oulbreak, saying it has ‘deep concerns’ about the way the findings of the 
World Health Organization’s COVID-19 report were communicated.” 

The Hill (2/13, Easley, 5.69M) reported that White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan said, “We 
have deep concerns about the way in which the early findings of the COVID-19 investigation were communicated 
and questions about the process used to reach them. ... li is imperative that this report be independent, with 
expert findings free from intervention or alteration by the Chinese government. To better understand this 
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pandemic and prepare for ihe nexi one, China must make available its data from ihe earliest days of the 
outbreak.” 

The AP (2/14) reported, “China fired back at the U.S. on Sunday over allegations from the White House that 
Beijing withheld some information about the coronavirus outbreak from World Health Organization investigators.” 

Politico Europe (2/14, 15K) reported, “U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson said he backed the United States’ 
call on China fo release information on the first cases of the disease detected in the country and not to interfere 
in the WHO's investigation.” He said during an interview with CBS, “When you have a zoonotic plague like 
coronavirus, we need to Know exacily how it happened. ... Indeed, if it’s zoonotic, if it really originated from 
human contact with the animal kingdom, that’s what is asserted. Bul we need to know exactly what happened. ... 
We need to see the daia. We need to see all the evidence. So | thoroughly support what President Biden has 
said about that.” 

The Wall Street Journal (2/13, Leary, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) and Reuters (2/13, Shalal, Martina) 
also reported. 


Research Encourages People To Spend Time In Nature To Stay Healthy. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/14, Morris, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reporied people have been spending 
more time indoors during the pandemic, but researchers and physicians emphasize the importance of spending 
time in nature to remain healthy and increase longevity. 


Older Americans Consider Resuming Certain Activities Following COVID-19 Vaccinations. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/15, West, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports that older Americans who have 
received the COVID-19 vaccine now face a myriad of choices as they consider which activities to resume. 
According to the Journal, the CDC has indicated there isn’t sufficient data about COVID-19 vaccine protections 
to affect guidance on social distancing and masks. 


Professionals “Increasingly Alarmed” By “Deteriorating Mental State Of Young People.” 


The New York Times (2/14, Kwai, 20.6M) reported that with COVID restrictions “set to drag into the spring or 
even the surmmer, mental health professionals are growing increasingly alarmed about the deteriorating menial 
state of young people, who they say have been among the most badly affected by a world with a foreshortened 
sense of the future.” The Times says that as they remain “last in line for vaccines and with schools and 
universities shuttered, young peaple have borne much of the burden of the sacrifices being made largely to 
protect cider people, who are more at risk from severe infections.” 


Scientists Envision Surveillance System For New Viruses. 


The New York Times (2/15, Greenwood, 20.6M) reports on a pilot project called “the Global Immunological 
Observatory.” Scientists “envision an immense surveillance sysiem that can check blood from all over the world 
for the presence of antibodies to hundreds of viruses at once.” This “way, when the next pandemic washes over 
us, scientists will have detailed, real-time information on how many people have been infected by the virus and 
how their bodies responded.” 


Pandemics Throughout History Have Spawned Extremist Movements, Experts Say. 
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The Washington Post (2/14, Fisher, 10.52M) reported, “Since ancient times, pandemics have spurred sharp 
turns in political beliefs, spawning extremist movements, waves of mistrust and wholesale rejection of 
authorilies.” Now, “nearly a year into the coronavirus crisis, Americans are falling prey to the same phenomenon, 
historians, theologians and other experis say, exemplified by a recent NPR-Ipsos poll in which nearly 1 in 5 said 
they believe Satan-worshipping, child-enslaving elites seek to control the world.” 


House Hopes To Set Aside $50M For Increased Toy, Consumer Product Safety Screenings. 


USA Today (2/12, Stein, Murphy, 12.7M) reported, “The U.S. House of Representatives aims to set aside $50 
million for increased safety screenings of toys and consumer products at U.S. ports after a USA TODAY 
investigation exposed a plunge in inspections for hazards such as lead and choking dangers during the 
pandemic.” A “spending proposal passed on Friday by the House Energy and Commerce Committee is a 
significant cash infusion for the Consumer Product Safety Commission, whose annual budget last year was $133 
million.” 


CDC Data Indicate US Has Administered 52.9M Doses Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (2/14, Singh) reported the US “has administered 52,884 356 doses of COVID-19 vaccines as of Sunday 
morming and delivered 70,057 800 doses, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said.” Some 


“38,292,270 people had received one or more dases while 14,077,440 people have received the second dose as 
of Sunday.” 


COVID-19 May Never Disappear, And May Become Another Illness Humans Must Contend 
With, Experts Predict. 


The AP (2/14, Ghosal, Larson) reported according to experts, itis “likely that some version of COVID-19 “will 
linger for years. But what it will look like in the future is less clear.” One of them predicted that ultimately, “the 
virus known as SARS-CoV-2 will become yet ‘another animal in the zoo,’ joining the many other infectious 
diseases that humanity has learned to live with.” Yet, “no one knows for sure. The virus is evolving rapidly, and 
new variants are popping up in different countries.” 


US Hospitals Say Supplies Of PPE, Other Crucial Medical Equipment At All-Time Low As 
Pandemic Persists. 


The Hill (2/14, Bowden, 5.69M) reported US hospitals “say their supplies of crucial medical supplies including 
personal protective equipment (PPE) are lower than ever as dernand for different iterms has soared to an all-time 
high.” Data indicating “usage rates of PPE and other supplies analyzed by Premier, a company that consults for 
health care systems, revealed that usage of supplies for COVID-19 testing and treatment has reached the 
highest rate seen since the pandemic began last year.” 


Children Not Receiving Dental Care Amid Pandemic. 


CNN International (2/15, Smith) reporis, “Children are missing out on preventative dental care including teeth 
cleaning and checkups during the pandemic, according to a new survey.” Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
“A0% of parents have avoided seeking care ai all, citing concerns about infection, office closures and cost.” This 
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is “not good, said pediairic dentist and American Dental Association spokesperson Dr. Jonathan Shenkin,” who 
warned, “Delays in preventative care could result in kids developing more tooth decay.” 


Four Drugmakers To Write Off Part Of Opioid Settlement Costs. 


The Washington Post (2/12, MacMillan, Schauil, 10.52M) reported four drugmakers “that agreed to pay a 
combined $26 billion to settle claims about their roles in the opioid crisis plan to deduct same of those costs from 
their taxes and recoup around $1 billion apiece,” regulatory filings show. Johnson & Johnson, McKesson, 
AmerisourceBergen, and Cardinal Health “all updated their financial projections to include large tax benefits 
stemming from the expected deal,” and all “disavow any wrongdoing or legal responsibility.” However, the article 
suggested the write-downs “may deepen public anger toward” the companies, which prosecutors claim “played 
key roles in a destructive public health crisis that kills tens of thousands of Americans every year.” 

Also reporting was the Wall Street Journal (2/12, Walker, Randazzo, Subscription Publication, 8.41M). 


Weekly Trips To ED For Drug Overdoses Were Higher In 2020 Than 2019, Study Indicates. 


USA Today (2/15, Rodriguez, 12.7M) reports researchers from the CDC found that weekly trips to the ED “for 
drug overdoses were higher in 2020 than in 2019.” The findings were published in JAMA Psychiatry. 


Public Health Experts Pressuring Biden Administration To Address Rise In Drug Overdose 
Deaths. 


The Hill (2/15, Hellmann, 5.69M) reports public health advocates are putting pressure on the Biden 
Administration to address rising drug overdose deaths, which have “been overshadowed by the coronavirus 
pandemic.” The advocates cite CDC data that show “more than 83,000 people in the U.S. are thought to have 
died of drug overdoses in the 12-month period ending {in} June.” 


BMS, Sanofi Ordered To Pay More Than $834M For Clopidogrel Marketing. 
Reuters (2/15, Bellon, Raymond) reports Bristol Myers Squibb and Sanofi on Monday were ordered by US 


District Judge Dean Ochiai “to pay more than $834 million to the state of Hawaii for failing to properly warn non- 
while patients of health risks from its blood thinner Plavix [clopidogrel].” The article adds that “the companies had 
failed to change the drug’s label to warn doctors and patients despite knowing some of the risks for more than a 
decade,” according to Ochiai. The companies “said in a joint statement the decision was not supported by the 
overwhelming body of scientific evidence and vowed to appeal.” 

Bloomberg (2/15, Feeley, 3.57M) says the settlement “was awarded as a civil penalty for’ the companies’ 
“violation of Hawaii's consumer-protection laws through their improper Plavix marketing campaigns.” 


Experts Excited By Preliminary Study Of Drug Designed To Treat Hunter Syndrome. 


STAT (2/12, Herper, 262K) reported, “A preliminary study of a medicine developed by Denali Therapeutics to 
treat Hunter syndrome, a rare genetic disease, has left outside experis encouraged by its potential.” The study is 
scheduled to be presented at the medical meeting WORLDSymposium. 


E-Cigarette Ad Appears On Remote Learning App, Prompting Colorado Lawmaker To 
Consider Stricter Marketing Regulations. 
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The Denver Post (2/12, Hindi, 660K} reported, “An e-cigarette ad appeared on an app used for remote learning 
last week, prompting al least one Colorado lawmaker to weigh potential legislation to prevent it from happening 
again.” Specifically, “Rob Witwer, a former Republican state representative, posted a screengrab Friday from the 
Quizlet app that his son, who attends a school in the Jefferson County School District, was using, which showeci 
an ad for iQOS ~ an e-cigarette from Philip Morris whose parent company is tobacco giant, Altria.” It’s not clear 
“how many students may have seen the ad and how many Colorado schools or classes use the remote learning 


app.” 
Erie School District Joins Many Others In Filing Suit Against Juul For Allegedly Targeting 
Minors. 


The Erie (PA) Times-News (2/12, Palattella, 35) reported, “The Erie School District is joining scores of public 
school districts and other government entities nationwide in taking legal action over underage vaping.” The Erie 
School Board has given the district authorization “to sue Juul Labs Inc., claiming the nation’s largest electronic 
cigaretie company wrongfully marketed its products ~ with their streamlined designs and fruity flavors — to youth, 
spurring @ vaping epidernic among students, harming their health and adding to the district's costs.” Plaintiffs 
who have filed suits against Juul “include school districts, Native American tribes and local and state 
governments.” The CDC “has called the use of e-cigareties by high school and middle school students an 
epidemic, providing fuel for the lawsuits aimed at Juul.” Juul “did not fight the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s ban, starting in January 2020, of the sale of certain flavored e-cigarettes.” 


North Dakota House Rejects Bills That Would Increase Taxes On Cigarettes, Other Tobacco 
Products. 


KNOX-FM Grand Forks, ND (2/12, Barreit) reported that in North Dakota, “the House has rejected two bills that 
would increase taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products.” Specifically, “one bill as amended would have 
raised the 44 cent tax on a pack of cigarettes by at least a dollar.” Meanwhile, “a second bill would have raised 
taxes on cigareties and other tobacco products.” 


Opinion: Minnesota Governor Wants To Penalize Retailers, Consumers By Raising 
Cigarette, Moist Snuff Taxes. 


In an opinion piece for the Minneapolis Star Tribune (2/14, 855K}, Minnesota Service Station and Convenience 
Store Association executive director Lance Klatt wrote, “Gov. Tim Walz’s claim that his fiscal year 2022-23 
budget will support small businesses rings hollow for convenience stores, gas stations and corner markets.” 
According to Klatt, “Walz proposes to raise state cigarette and moist snuff taxes by 33% and assess new taxes 
on electronic cigarettes.” Klatt said, “The governor wants to penalize retailers and consumers again by raising 
the tax another $1 per pack.” 


Rep. Josh Gottheimer Sponsored Anti-Vaping Legislation While Investing In Tobacco 
Conglomerate. 


Roll Call (2/12, Marquette, 130K} reported, “Since coming to Congress in 2017, Rep. Josh Gottheimer has 
sponsored legislation to more tightly regulate tobacco products and aligned himself with a coalition of colleagues 
who advocate curbs on youth vaping — ail while investing in a Fortune 200 tobacco conglomerate and receiving 
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money from that firm’s political action committee.” According to Roll Cail, “in February 2020, Goitheimer touted 
the House’s passage of anti-vaping legislation he co-sponsored.” Gottheimer’s “2019 annual financial disclosure 
report ~ the most recent, cornprehensive look available into his holdings that Gottheimer filed in August 2020 — 
shows stock in Altria Group, inc. and Philip Morris International Inc.” 


South Carolina Bill Would Ban Local Municipalities From Enacting Laws Related To Certain 
Cigarette, Vape, Nicotine Products. 


WCBD-TV Charleston, SC (2/12, deSaussure, 121K) reported that in South Carolina, “a bill making its way 
through the State House and Senate would ban local municipalities from enacting laws that health advocates say 
are crucial to curb smoking.” If it is “passed, the bill would prohibit county, town, and city governments from 
enacting laws or ordinances that pertain to the ingredients, flavors, or licensing of cigarettes, electronic smoking 
devises, e-liquid, vapor products, and nicotine products.” 


South Carolina Lawmakers Looking To Break Apart State’s Bloated Health, Environmental 
Agency. 

The AP (2/15, Liu) reports South Carolina lawmakers are trying to break apart the state’s Department of Health 
and Environmental Control amid a slew of criticisms “from all sides” during the coronavirus pandemic. The 
agency “only indirecily answers to elected officials,” who “have said for years that it has become too powerful 
and unmanageable.” Governor Henry McMaster (R)} and Senate President Harvey Peeler (R) are “ready to split 
DHEC apart, bundling public health duties with the state’s mental health department and funneling environmental 
permitting operations to other state agencies.” However, supporters “say splitting up DHEC without adequate 
funding and staffing will only make problems worse, and thal trying to do so during a pandemic is il-timed.” 


Drinking Caffeinated Coffee Could Reduce Heart Failure Risk, Analysis Suggests. 


The Washington Post (2/12, 10.52M) reporied “drinking one or more cups of caffeinated coffee daily may lower 
your risk for heart failure” according to an analysis of three major studies that tracked “21,361 U.S. adults for at 
least 10 years.” The analysis found “the odds of developing heart failure declined for participants who drank at 
leasi a cup of caffeinated coffee a day, but how much the risk fell varied.” The findings were published in the 
Journal of the American Heart Association. 


US Breast Cancer Death Rates No Longer Decreasing, Study Finds. 


The Washington Post (2/11, Blakemore, 10.52M) reported a new siudy of “data gathered by the National Center 
for Health Statistics between 1969 and 2017” found “breast cancer death rates for women under 40 are no 
longer decreasing.” Breast cancer deaths “had been falling steadily since 1989...but beginning in 2010, the 
breasi cancer death rate rose 2.8 percent per year in women in their 20s and 0.3 percent per year in women in 
their 30s.” Researchers “attribute the rise to a ‘significan? increase in Stage 4 breast cancer among younger 
women.” The findings (2/8, Hendrick, 4K) were published in the journal Radiology. 


Delaying Sleep With Mindless TV, Internet Browsing May Increase Stress, Experts Warn. 


CNN (2/15, Marples, 69.21M) reporis on “revenge bedtime procrastination,” a “cycle of staying up late and 
regretting it the next day” that “is all too familiar for many people, even before the pandemic.” Researchers 
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suggest people may be staying up later doing mindiess activities to reduce stress, but some “common 
consequences” of missing sleep “are decreased productivity and a rise in cortisol, a stress horrmnone.” 


Some States Urge Federal Court To Allow Obtaining Abortion Pills Via Telemedicine. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (2/12, Egelko, 2.44M) reporied California and 22 other states “urged a federal 
appeals court Friday to allow women to obtain abortion pills from their doctors by telemedicine during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.” The state argue telehealth “has proven to be a safe and effective method for the delivery 
of healthcare” during the pandemic, and warn that currently mandated in-person pickups “will force patients to 
engage in unnecessary travel and in-person contacis to access essential reproductive care, risking their 
exposure to and spread of COVID-19 and thwarting (staies’) efforts to manage the crisis.” 


CDC Calls For Action In West Virginia HIV Outbreak. 


The AP (2/12) reported Centers for Disease Control officials last week warned that an HIV outbreak spreading in 
West Virginia’s Kanawha County is “the most concerning in the United States,” and called for urgent action. The 
number of HIV cases tied to drug use in the county has risen from two in 20178 to 35 in 2020. Demetre 
Daskalakis, head of the CDC’s HIV/AIDS prevention program, told local officials to act quickly. The agency has 
recommended a “needs-based syringe service program” to address the issue, as well as community outreach 
and education. 


Depression Symptoms Three Times Greater Since Pandemic, Survey Finds. 


On NBC Nightly News = (2/15, story 9, 1:45, Holt, 6.44M), Kristen Dahigren reported on how the pandemic is 


negatively affecting those with Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD). Dahigren said, “A recent survey showed 
depression symptoms were three times more prevalent during the pandemic.” However, she added, “Dociors say 
there are things patients can do. Telehealth is easier than ever. If you are feeling down, get help. A light box at 
home can help. Try to get outside and get exercise. Keep a schedule and hygiene routine, and make sure to 
connect with others, even if it is virtually.” 


State Lawmakers Taking More Action To Stop Drugmakers From Price Hikes Absent 
Federal Policy. 


Kaiser Health News (2/12, Meyer} reported, “Fed up with a lack of federal action to lower prescription drug costs, 
state legislators around the country are pushing bills to penalize drugmakers for unjustified price hikes and to cap 
payment at much-lower Canadian levels.” These state “bills, sponsored by both Republicans and Democrats in a 
half-dozen states, are a response to consumers’ intensified demand for action on drug prices as prospects for 
solutions from Congress remain highly uncertain.” According to the article, “bipartisan bills in Congress that 
would have penalized drugrnakers for raising prices above inflation rates and capped out-of-pocket drug costs for 
enrollees in Medicare Part D drug plans died last year.” 


Analysis: Biden Faces Challenges In Confronting Pandemic. 


White House reporier Stephen Collinson writes in an analysis in CNN International (2/16) that President “Biden 
faces urgent questions about how much of normal Ife can resume in the monihs to come’ and “is now in a 
position to assume responsibility and, if necessary, blarne for the federal effort” to distribute COVID-19 vaccines. 
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Collinson adds that Biden “is under pressure to set expectations on school openings that his team has so far 
struggled to provide.” 


Physicians Seeing Striking Increase In Cases Of MIS-C. 


The New York Times (2/16, Belluck, 20.6M) reports physicians across the US have seen “a striking increase in 
the number of young people with the” COVID-19-linked “condition...called Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 
Children or MIS-C.” The latest CDC data show “2,060 cases in 48 states, Puerto Rico and the District of 
Columbia, including 30 deaths.” According to the article, “While most young people, even those who became 
seriously ill, have survived and gone home in relatively healthy condition, doctors are uncertain whether any will 
experience lingering heart issues or other problems.” 


Some Providers In Greater DC Region Reportedly Concerned About Availability Of Second 
COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


The Washington Post (2/15, Chason, Portnoy, 10.52M) reports, “Scarce supply of the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines has stirred anxiely about whether the required second dose will be available.” Furthermore, “different 
protocols in different jurisdictions — as well as several mishaps in recent weeks — have added to the frustration 
and concern in the greater Washington region.” Many providers in Maryland and Virginia have held some first 
doses in reserve out of concern that second doses will not be available, slowing the pace of vaccinations. 


Global Health News 


WHO Authorizes Use Of AstraZeneca-Oxford Coronavirus Vaccine. 


The New York Times (2/15, Mueller, 20.6M) reports, “The World Health Organization on Monday authorized the 
use of the AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine, clearing a path for the cheap and easy-io-store shots to be distributed in 
lower- and middle-income countries around the world.” This “authorization, expected after a panel of W.H.O. 
experts recommended use of the vaccine last week, applied to the vaccine’s two manufacturers: AstraZeneca 
and the Serum Institute, the Indian producer that will supply many doses for the Covax initiative to bring vaccines 
to poorer parts of the world.” 

The AP (2/15, Cheng) reports, “The WHO's green light for the AstraZeneca vaccine is only the second one 
the U.N. health agency has issued after authorizing the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in December.” 

Among other sources covering the story are NBC Nightly News Ed (2/15, story 7, 1:55, Holt, 6.14M)}, 
Bloomberg (2/15, Gretler, 3.57M), Forbes (2/15, Durkee, 10.33M), Reuters (2/15, Revill, Miller, Shields, Kelland), 
the Wall Street Journal (2/15, Steinhauser, Subscription Publication, 841M), The Hill (2/15, Bowden, 5.69), 
and Politico (2/15, Furlong, 15K). 


COVID-19 Vaccine Becomes Touchy Subject Ahead Of Olympics. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/14, Bachman, Radnofsky, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported that the COVID- 
19 vaccine has become a touchy subject ahead of the Olympics. Even mentioning inoculations for athletes 
provokes hostility amid a slow COVID-19 vaccine rollout across the globe. 


Incoming WTO Chief Warns Against “Vaccine Nationalism” Amid Pandemic. 


GADB0000003185 


Reuters (2/15, Shalal) reports “the World Trade Organization’s incoming chief on Monday warned against 
‘vaccine nationalism’ that would slow progress in ending the COVID-19 pandemic and could erode economic 
growth for all countries — rich and poor.” Incoming WTO chief “Ngozi Okonjo-lweala told Reuters her top priority 
was to ensure the WTO does more to address the pandernic, saying members should accelerate efforis to iff 
export restrictions slowing trade in needed medicines and supplies.” Okonjo-lweala said, “No one is safe until 
everyone is safe. Vaccine nationalism at this time just will not pay, because the variants are coming. If other 
countries are not immunized, it will just be a blow back.” 


British Prime Minister Says World Powers Should Agree To Treaty On Pandemics To 
Ensure Transparency. 


Reuters (2/15, Smout} reporis “British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on Monday that world powers should 
clinch a global treaty on pandemics to ensure proper transparency after the novel coronavirus outbreak which 
originated in China.” He “said he would be keen to agree [to] a global treaty on pandemics where countries 
agreed to share data, amid British and U.S. concern over access given to a World Health Organization (WHO) 
mission to China.” When he was “asked by Reuters about any action he wanted to improve transparency, 
Johnson said: ‘I think what the world needs to see is a general agreement on how we track dala surrounding 
zoonotic pandemics...and we want a joint agreement on transparency.” 


South Africa Asks Serum Institute Of India To Take Back 1M COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. 


Reuters (2/15, Shibu, Kalia, Mitra} reports “South Africa has asked the Serum Institute of India to take back the 
one million COVID-19 vaccine doses the company had sent in early February, The Economic Times reported on 
Tuesday, a week after the country said it will put on hold use of AstraZeneca’s shot in lis vaccination program.” 


Israel Reports Three South African Variant Infections In People Who Had Recovered From A 
Previous Coronavirus Infection. 


The Washington Post (2/15, Rubin, 10.52M) reports, “Israel’s Health Ministry said Sunday that two Israelis who 
had recently recovered from the coronavirus have been reinfected by the variant first identified in South Africa, 
making a total of three such cases.” The ministry also announced that Israel has a total of 44 infections identified 
as fhe South African variant. So far, “Israel has vaccinated more than 3.9 million of its citizens, more than 40 
percent of its total population of about 9 million.” 


Elizabeth Palmer reporied on the CBS Evening New ES (2/15, story 6, 1:40, Garrett, 4.75M) that “just days 
ago, israel’s lockdown was eased. A welcome new reality. And for the rest of us, perhaps, a glimpse of the 


future.” 


Numerous Lower-Income Countries Still Waiting For COVID-19 Vaccine As 152M Doses 
Have Been Administered Globally. 


USA Today (2/13, Janeisky, 12.7M)} reported, “While more than 152 million COVID-19 vaccine doses have been 
administered globally, with roughly a third of those in the U_S., according to Bloomberg’s vaccine tracker,” 
numerous “lower- to middie-income countries...stil had not administered a single dose by mid-February.” Health 
experis have warned of this disparity “since the onset of the pandemic: While richer countries rapidly vaccinate 
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their populations and buy up doses, other nations are projected to not have wider access to the vaccine uniil laie 
2022 or 2023, according fo the World Health Organization (WHO)}.” 


Malaysia Launching Rollout Of Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine Next Week. 


Reuters (2/15, Sipalan} reports, “Malaysia will get its first batch of COVID-19 vaccines produced by U_S. and 
German drugmakers Pfizer and BioNTech on Feb. 21, and kick off its inoculation drive five days after that, Prime 
Minister Muhyiddin Yassin said on Tuesday.” The country “aims to vaccinate at least 80% of lis 32 million 
population within a year as ii pushes to revive’ its ailing economy. 


Australia Approves COVID-19 Vaccine From AstraZeneca. 


Reuters (2/15, Jose) reports, “Australia’s medical regulator said on Tuesday it had granied provisional approval 
for” AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine. Australia plans to begin inoculating lis population on February 22. 


Chinese Government Weaponized COVID-19 Origin Disinformation Against US Through 
Internet, Analysis Says. 


The AP (2/15) says, “A nine-month Associated Press investigation of state-sponsored disinformation conducted 
in collaboration with the Atlantic Council’s Digital Forensic Research Lab, shows how a rumor that the U.S. 
created the virus that causes COVID-19 was weaponized by the Chinese government, spreading from the dark 
corners of the Internet to millions across the globe.” This “analysis was based on a review of millions of social 
media postings and articles on Twitter, Facebook, VK, Weilbo, WeChat, YouTube, Telegram and other 
platforms.” Chinese Communist Party “officials were reacting to a powerful narrative, nursed by QAnon groups, 
Fox News, former President Donald Trump and leading Republicans, that the virus was instead manufactured by 
China.” 


WHO Scientists Discuss Team’s Findings During Wuhan Visit. 


CNN (2/14, Walsh, 89.21M) reported Peter Ben Embarek, the lead investigator for the World Health 
Organization’s recent mission to Wuhan, “told CNN in a wide-ranging interview that the mission had found 
several signs of the more wide-ranging 2079 spread, including establishing for the first time there were over a 
dozen strains of the virus in Wuhan already in December.” He said the team “had a chance to speak to the first 
patient Chinese officials said had been infected, an office worker in his 40s, with no travel history of note, 
reported infected on December 3.” 

Axios (2/14, Rummier, 1.26M) reports Embarek told CNN that the WHO team identified 13 different strains 
of COVID-19 in Wuhan in December 2019, which “some virologists believe...could suggest that the virus had 
previously spread undetected.” 

in addition, Peter Daszak, a member of the WHO tearm and the president of EcoHealth Alliance in New 
York, in an interview with the New York Times (2/14, Gorman, 20.6M) “said that the visit had provided some new 
clues, which all of the scientists, Chinese and international, agreed most likely pointed to an animal origin within 
China or Southeast Asia.” The Times adds Daszak “reflected on the atmosphere in Wuhan and his first glimpse 
of the seafood market where the initial outbreak occurred last year, although it was not the sile of the first cases. 
He also said the path ahead would be straightforward scientifically, but not politically.” 
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WHO Chief Does Not Rule Out Any Explanations For COVID-19 Origin. 


Bloomberg (2/12, Miller, 3.57M) reported, “The World Health Organization hasn't ruled out any hypotheses about 
the roots of Covid-19, according to the group’s chief, after a fact-finding mission to China rejected speculation 
that the coronavirus could have leaked from a lab.” All explanations and “avenues of research remain open, 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a briefing Friday.” The tearn’s findings have “added 
important information that takes us closer to understanding the origins of the virus,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Wall Street Journal (2/12, Page, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)} reported that according to 
World Health Organization investigators, Chinese officials “refused to provide” WHO “with raw, personalized data 
on early Covid-19 cases thai could help them determine how and when the coronavirus first began to spread in 
China.” The Journal says WHO investigators “described heated exchanges over the lack of detail.” The Journal 
goes on to report that “the Chinese authorities turned down requests to provide such data on 174 cases of 
Covid-19 that they have identified from the early phase of the outbreak in the Chinese city of Wuhan in 
December 2019.” 

The Washington Post (2/12, Timberg, 10.52M) reported that while many scientists were skeptical of claims 
by Chinese virologist Li-Meng Yan in a paper last fall “that China had created the deadly coronavirus in a 
research lab...in an age when anyone can publish anything online with a few clicks, this response was not fast 
enough to keep” the virologist’s “disputed allegations from going viral, reaching an audience in the millions on 
social media and Fox News.” This “development, according to experts on misinformation...underscored haw 
sysierns built to advance scientific understanding can be used to spread politically charged claims dramatically at 
odds with scientific consensus.” 


WHO Investigators Say China Refused To Provide Key Data. 


The Hill (2/13, Lonas, 5.69M) reported, “World Health Organization investigators are saying that China refused to 
hand over key data on early coronavirus cases during their four-week long investigation of the origins of the virus 
in China.” 

The New York Times (2/12, Hernandez, Gorman, 20.6M)} and Reuters (2/13, Goh) also reported. 


COVID-19 Already Spreading In Wuhan By December 2019, WHO Says. 


The Hill (2/75, 5.69M) reports, “The coronavirus was already spreading widely throughout Wuhan, China, by 
December of 2019 and had already mutated into more than a dozen strains before the end of that year, World 
Health Organization investigators said Monday.” 


UK Vaccinates Nearly 25% Of Population, Begins Hotel Quarantines For Arrivals From 33 
Countries. 


The AP (2/15) reports, “Britain’s newly established quarantine hotels received their first guests on Monday” as 
“passengers arriving at London’s Heathrow Airport were escorted by security guards to buses that took them to 
nearby hotels.” The UK has administered “a first dose of coronavirus vaccine to over 15 million people, almost a 
quarter of is population.” On Monday, UK Health Secretary Matt Hancock “said the vaccination drive is now 
being extended to people over 65 and those with underlying health condilions.” 
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The Washington Post (2/15, Adam, Booth, 10.52M) reports, “Britain's fast-running vaccination campaign 
appears to have hil its early target, offering a first dose to 15 million elderly people and health care workers by 
Monday,” and Prime Minister Boris Johnson “hailed the National Health Service (NHS) for nailing the deadline.” 
The Post adds, “overall, the uptake is surpassing what many infectious-disease experts thought likely.” 


UK Drug Regulator Auditing Serum Institute’s Manufacturing In India To Allow Import Of 
COVID-19 Vaccines. 


Reuters (2/15, Arora, Das, Rocha) reports that the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
“is auditing manufacturing processes ai Serum Institute of India which could pave the way for AstraZeneca’s 
COVID-19 vaccine to be shipped from there to the UK and other countries, according to two sources close to the 
matter.” 


EU’s Anti-Fraud Office Warns Member States Against COVID-19 Vaccine Scams. 


The AP (2/15, Petrequin) reports, “The EU's anti-fraud office, OLAF, is urging member states to be vigilant 
against scammers offering to sell fake COVID-19 vaccines as the 27-nation bloc faces delays in the supply of 
shots.” 


EU In Talks With Moderna To Buy More COVID-19 Vaccines. 


Reuters (2/15, Pollina, Guarascio) reports, “The EU is holding talks with Moderna on buying more COVID-19 
vaccine and AstraZeneca, with which talks have stalled, has suggested delivering doses of its own vaccine made 
outside Europe to make up for supply cuts, two EU sources said.” The bloc “is negotiating a new supply deal with 
Moderna that could nearly double the volume of vaccine doses from the US. biotech firm, two senior EU officials 
involved in the talks told Reuters.” 


Israel Combatting COVID-19 Vaccine Misinformation. 


The AP (2/15, Scharf, Zion) reporis, “After surging ahead in the race to vaccinate its population against the 
coronavirus, Israel is blaming online misinformation for a sudden slowdown in the campaign.” Now, “Israel’s 
Health Ministry, which is spearheading the vaccination efforis, is employing both warnings and incentives as It 
tries to persuade reluctant holdouts to get immunized.” The ministry “has beefed up a digital task force to counter 
spurious claims about the vaccines, while local governments are turning to DJs and free food to lure people to 
vaccination centers.” 


Zimbabwe Receives First Shipment Of Sinopharm’s COVID-19 Vaccine From China. 


The AP (2/14, Mutsaka) reported, “Zimbabwe has received iis first COVID-19 vaccines with the arrival early 
Monday of an Air Zimbabwe jet carrying 200,000 Sinopharm doses from China.” This mark “one of China’s first 
shipments of vaccines to Africa, after deliveries to Egypt and Equatorial Guinea.” Notably, “the first Sinopharm 
vaccines are a donation from China to the southern African country.” After these, “President Emmerson 
Mnanagagwa’'s government has purchased an additional 600,000 doses of the Sinopharm vaccine that are 
expected to arrive early next month, according to the state media.” 


No Evidence Of Community Spread Of COVID-19 In Auckland Since New Lockdown. 
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The AP (2/15) reports, “As people in Auckland adjusted io a new lockdown on Monday, health officials said 
they'd found no evidence the coronavirus had spread further in the community, raising hopes the restrictions 
might be short-lived.” 


Peru’s Foreign Minister Steps Down Amid Backlash From Government Officials Secretly 
Getting COVID-19 Vaccine Early. 


The AP (2/14, Bricefo) reported, “Peru's foreign minister [Elizabeth Astete] resigned Sunday amid an uproar 
over government officials being secretly vaccinated against the coronavirus before the country recently received 
| milion doses for health workers facing a resurgence in the pandemic.” 

Peruvian Prosecutors investigating COVID-19 Vaccine “Courtesy Doses” From China. 
Reuters (2/15, Aquino} reports, “Peruvian prosecutors are investigating the use of so-called ‘courtesy doses; of 
China’s Sinopharm vaccine after two top government officials resigned over the weekend upon acknowledging 
they had taken the Chinese shot months ago, well before they were widely available in the country.” 


Italian Government Delays Opening Ski Reason Due To Coronavirus Variant. 


The AP (2/14) reported, “The Italian government on Sunday abruptly delayed opening Italy's beloved ski season 
because a coronavirus variant was detected in a good portion of recently infected persons in the country.” The 
health minisiry “noted that analyses of virus samples indicated that a variant first found in Britain Is sickening 
17.8% of recently infected people in Italy.” 


Giving AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine To People In Italy Under 65 Is Acceptable, Official 
Says. 


Reuters (2/15) reports, “Administering the AstraZeneca vaccine to those aged up to 65 would not be wrong, 
given the delays in supplies to Italy, the head of national medicines agency AIFA said on Monday.” 


Czech Government Declares New State Of Emergency. 


The AP (2/14, Janicek} reported as the current state of emergency in the Czech Republic was set to expire, the 
government declared a new state of emergency on Sunday that will last for the next two weeks without the 
approval of the lower house of parliament that has refused the request to extend. Critics “say the government's 
move violates the country’s Constitution,” but the government “warmed that the restrictions are needed to keep 
the country’s outbreak from getting worse and causing the health system to collapse.” 


Germany Tightens Controls At Borders With Czechia. 


The AP (2/14, Moulson) reported, “Germany on Sunday implemented tight border controls on its frontiers with 
the Czech Republic and Austria's Tyrol province in an effort to stem the spread of more contagious coronavirus 
variants.” These “new restrictions that took effect at midnight limit entry from those areas to German citizens and 
residents, truck drivers, transport and health service workers and a few others, who have to register online and 
show a negative coronavirus test.” 


Japan Approves Pfizer’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 
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The AP (2/14, Yamaguchi) reported, “Japan on Sunday formally approved its first COVID-19 vaccine,” co- 
developed by Pfizer, “and said it would start nationwide inoculations within days, bul months behind the U.S. and 
many other countries.” 

The Hill (2/12, Castronuovo, 5.69M) and Bloomberg (2/12, Du, 3.57M) also reported. 


WHO Chief Urges Vigilance Against COVID-19 Despite Improving Numbers. 


The AP (2/12) reported that Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, “the head of the World Health Organization, said 
Friday that the drop in confirmed COVID-19 infections around the world was encouraging, but cautioned against 
relaxing restriciions that have helped curb the spread of the coronavirus.” 


Johnson Planning Cautious But Irreversible Path Out Of COVID-19 Lockdown. 


Reuters (2/15, Faulconbridge, Holton) reports, “British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on Monday he would 
plot a cautious but irreversible path out of the COVID-19 lockdown this week after the vaccination of 15 million 
vulnerable people.” 


Pan-European Consortium Talking With Big Pharma To Support Late-Stage COVID-19 
Vaccine Development. 


Reuters (2/15, Copley) reporis, “A pan-European consortium developing a COVID-19 vaccine ts in talks with big 
pharma to support the late-stage development of its shot and ramp up manufacturing, the head of German 
biotech firm Leukocare told Reuters.” 


South Africa Approves Study Of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Reuters (2/15, Roelf} reports, “South Africa's drugs regulator SAHPRA said on Monday it has approved an 
implementation study of Johnson & Johnson's COVID-19 vaccine, clearing the way to start the country’s first 
inoculations among health workers.” 


Pakistani Lab To Receive Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine Doses For Commercial Sale Soon. 
Reuters (2/15, Faroog) reporis, “A Pakistani lab will soon receive Russia’s Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine for 
commercial sale, a company official said on Sunday, making Pakistan one of the first countries to market shots 
privately as it scrambles to secure suppiies.” 

Mexico Receives 870,000 Doses Of AstraZeneca Vaccine. 


Reuters (2/14) reported Mexico received on Sunday 870,000 doses of the two million AstraZeneca COVID 


vaccine doses it plans to import from India. Ata news conference, President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador said, 
“The vaccines are already available...and they will not stop arriving so that the national vaccination plan does not 
stop.” 


Pfizer Not Planning Herd Immunity Study In Iceland Due To Its Declining COVID-19 Infection 
Rate. 


Bloomberg (2/15, Brown, Sigurdardottir, 3.57M) reports, “A push by Iceland to get Pfizer Inc.’s backing for a 
nationwide study on the ability of vaccines to quickly create herd immunity has run into” the issue that the “tiny 
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island nation has done too good a job keeping Covid-19 in check.” As Iceiand’s “new infections declined, Pfizer 
came to the conclusion that there were too few cases in Iceland to support such a study, they said.” 


UK Unprepared To Deliver Key Public Messages At Start Of Pandemic, Former Adviser 
Says. 

Bloomberg (2/15, 3.57M) reports that “the U.K. lacked the skills and resources to deliver key messages to the 
public at the start of the Cavid-19 pandemic, with potentially ‘deadly consequences,’ according to Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson's former special adviser [Dominic Curnmings].” He “said in a witness statement that the Cabinet 
Office, the Department of Health and Social Care, Public Health England and the National Health Service were 
il-equipped to communicate with citizens when the virus started spreading rapidly a year ago.” 


UK Government Pressured To Reopen Schools Slowly Next Month. 


Bloomberg (2/15, 3.57M) reports, “The U.K. government is facing pressure from scientists and teaching unions to 
reopen schools slowly next month, amid fears that getting all pupils back at once could fuel a resurgence in the 
pandemic.” Prime Minister Boris Johnson confirmed yesterday “that reopening schools from March & is the 
priority as the government considers how to ease virus restrictions, but said ministers have not yet decided if all 
age groups will return to classrooms ai the same time.” 


Keeping Schools Open Without Masks, Quarantines Doubled Swedish Teachers’ COVID-19 
Risk, Study Finds. 


Science (2/15, 484) reports, “A careful analysis of health data from Sweden suggests that keeping schools 
open with only minimal precautions in the spring roughly doubled teachers’ risk of being diagnosed with the 
pandemic coronavirus.” The results show “their partners faced a 29% higher risk of becoming infected than 
partners of teachers who shifted to teaching online.” Additionally, “parents of children in school were 17% more 
likely to be diagnosed with COVID-19 than those whose children were in remote learning.” 


Many Claim Strict European Lockdowns Brought Down R Value Of COVID-19. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Taylor, 10.52M) reported that on Friday the British government announced that the 
R number for COVID-19 “had dropped to between 0.7 and 0.9 this week, finally below 1 for the first time since 
July 2020." Many people “were quick to point out what they thoughi the cause was: a longer, stricter government 
lockdown in place since early January.” Elsewhere in the world, particularly Europe, “other nations appear to be 
having similar successes against fast-spreading variants like 8.1.1.7, the variant first found in Britain.” 


Italian Venture Looking To Boost Production Of COVID-19 Shots Faces Shortages Of Key 
Supplies. 


The Washington Post (2/13, Harlan, Pitrelll, 10.52M) reported that for vaccine manufacturers hoping to address 
supply gaps, “the path is al least as tricky as it was for the first-comers.” Similar io many others, the Haly-based 
venture “ReiThera faces the challenge of quickly scaling up production...but it also faces a series of more novel 
obstacies, related to this particular point in the pandemic, when larger pharmaceutical companies have claimed 
dibs on crucial supplies and the existence of effective vaccines raises ethical questions about testing new ones.” 
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Even “now, even as Italian politicians speak hopefully about having a domestically made vaccine by September, 
ReiThera acknowledges ii is stil trying to navigate long waiting lists for several basic components.” 


WPost: China’s Reassurances On Coronavirus Origins Are Insufficient. 


A Washington Post (2/12, 10.52M) editorial said that while the WHO “correctly set out last year to identify the 
origins of the coronavirus that first broke out in China,” the organization’s researchers took the country at its word 
that “the pandemic virus did not come from Its laboratories. Such a reassurance is entirely insufficient.” The Post 
suggests the WHO “establish a new team with the right skills to drill down on the unanswered questions” with 
respeci to the possibility the virus came from a lab. It also urges greater investigation of “the possibilily that the 
virus originated in an animal species, and reached people via an intermediate host.” 


Some Europeans Balk At Getting AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 Vaccine They Perceive As Less 
Effective. 


The AP (2/13, Gera, Winfield) reported, “As AstraZeneca shots are rolling out to European Union nations this 
month, joining the Pfizer and Moderna doses already available, some people are balking at being offered a 
vaccine that they perceive — fairly or not ~ as second-best.” Compounding “AstraZeneca’s troubles have been 
criticism from the EU about delivery shoriages, its lack of approval yet in the U.S., and a preliminary study that 
raised questions about the vaccine’s ability to combat a COVID-19 variant discovered in South Africa.” However, 
it does benefit from the fact that its vaccine “is cheaper and can be stored at refrigerator temperatures — not the 
far colder temperatures required of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines.” 


India Using COVID-19 Vaccine Supply To Boost Diplomatic Ties. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/12, Trofimov, Bellman, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reported that India, along with 
China and Russia, is looking to boost its diplomatic ties and international influence through its manufacturing 
capacity supply COVID-19 vaccines. 


China Sends 200,000 Sinopharm Doses To Zimbabwe. 


The AP (2/14, Mutsaka) reported, “Zimbabwe has received its first COVID-19 vaccines with the arrival early 
Monday of an Air Zimbabwe jet carrying 200,000 Sinopharm doses from China.” This “is one of China's first 
shipments of vaccines to Africa, after deliveries to Egypt and Equatorial Guinea.” The article said Zimbabwean 
Vice President Constantino Chiwenga lauded China’s swiftness in providing assistance amid the pandemic. 


Brazil Confirms Cases Of UK Coronavirus Strain. 


Reuters (2/14, Mano, Brito} reported, “Brazil has confirmed cases of the UK variant of the novel coronavirus in 


two states and in the federal district of Brasilia, according to a statement from the health ministry on Sunday.” 
The country “has the world’s highest number of coronavirus deaths after the United States and more than 9.8 
million confirmed cases. A Brazilian variant of the virus is circulating in 10 states, the health ministry said.” 
Guinea Health Officials Declare New Ebola Outbreak. 


The Washington Post (2/14, Paquette, 10.52M) reported, “Public health officials in Guinea declared a new 
epidemic of Ebola on Sunday after recording seven cases and three deaths — the first resurgence since the 
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hemorrhagic fever devastated ihe West African nation and two neighbors from 2014 io 2016.” There were more 
than 17,300 deaths “in the last outbreak, the deadliest on record, which started in a rural Guinea village before 
tearing through Liberia and Sierra Leone.” 

The New York Times (2/14, Kwai, Maclean, 20.6M) reported the three deaths “were among seven people 
who fell il with symptoms including diarrhea, vomiting and bleeding after attending the burial of a nurse in the 
country’s southeast on Feb. 1.” Officials “asked people to report any further symptoms to the health authorities 
and to follow hygiene and prevention measures,” and promised to “accelerate delivery of vaccines to the region 
and open a center to deal with detected cases.” 

Also reporting are the Wall Street Journal (2/15, Bariyo, Subscription Publication, 8.41M), the AP (2/15, 
Petesch), Reuters (2/15, Samb), The Hill (2/14, Wilson, 5.69M), NPR (2/14, Schwartz, 3.69M), Forbes (2/15, 
Drake, 10.33M), and Axios (2/15, Falconer, 1.26M). 


Congo Begins Ebola Vaccination Campaign. 


Reuters (2/15, Mahamba) reports the Democratic Republic of Congo has started an ebola vaccination campaign 
in Butembo, the WHO announced on Monday. The country “has confirmed four cases of Ebola since a 
resurgence of the virus was announced on Feb. 7 in” the city. Last week, “1,200 doses of Ebola vaccine and cold 
chain equipment arrived in the city, according to the WHO.” 


Cuba Struggles With Access To Clean Running Water. 


The New York Times (2/15, Derks, 20.6M) details the daily, “coordinated effort” across Cuba “to provide clean 
water” to citizens. Over half of Cuba’s “available drinking waiter is lost through its leaky and antiquated pipelines,” 
and the country relies on a primarily “analog, labor-intensive solution” to ensure everything is in working order. 
The infrastructure problems “have been compounded by droughts and rising temperatures” in recent years, 
meaning “running water is available only sporadically” for much of the population. 


CDC Releases New Guidelines For Reopening Schools. 


in a front-page article, ihe New York Times (2/12, Ai, Mandavilli, Taylor, Goldstein, 20.6M) reported on Friday, 
the CDC recommended that “K-12 schools be reopened as soon as possible, and it offered a step-by-step plan 
to get students back in classrooms and to resolve a debate dividing communities across the nation.” These 
“guidelines highlight growing evidence thai schools can open safely ff they use measures designed to slow the 
coronavirus’s spread.” The CDC “said that even in communities with high transmission rates, elementary-school 
students may receive at least same in-person instruction safely.” CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky stated, 
“¢.D.C.’s operational strategy is grounded in science and the best available evidence.” 

The Washington Post (2/12, Meckler, 10.52M) reported that the CDC said “schools can safely open as long 
as a range of precautions are in place.” These “much-anticipated guidelines land in the middle of an emotional 
debate underway in many communities and nationally. Some parents are desperate for schools to reopen, and 
many experts worry about the impact of remote schooling on children.” However, “many teachers and parenis 
are frightened by the prospect of youths going back.” 
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USA Today (2/12, Garrison, 12.7M) reported that these “guidelines — billed as a ‘road map’ and a ‘one-stop 
shop’ to safely reopen schools ~ are not federal mandates but rather ‘recommendations based on the best- 
available evidence.” Walensky said, “There’s more science to rely on, and we've learned a lot from that science. 
... [Can assure you this is free from political meddling.” She explained that “teacher vaccinalions can be an 
‘additional layer of protection’ but made clear il isn’t a necessity. ‘The science has demonstrated that schools can 
reopen safely prior to all teachers being vaccinated.” 

On its froni page, the Wall Street Journal (2/12, A1, McKay, Koh, Lucey, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) 
reported that under the guidelines, teachers would have to wear masks at all times, and practice social 
distancing. Students would be assigned to small groups, and would not be allowed to interact with each other. 

The Los Angeles Times (2/12, Blume, 3.37M) reported that other “mitigation strategies” Include ‘frequent 
hand washing, cleaning and ventilating school facilities, and contact tracing, isolation and quarantine protocols.” 
In addition, the CDC “described a four-tiered system for reopening based on the number of daily new cases ina 
community over the last seven days, and the percentage of tests that came back positive over the same time 
period. To be in the lowesi tier would require a community to have fewer than 9 new cases per 100,000 people in 
the last seven days and a positive-lest rate of less than 5%.” 

The AP (2/12, Binkley, Stobbe) reported that this “new guidance includes many of the same measures 
previously backed by the CDC, but it suggests them more forcefully. It emphasizes that all of the 
recommendations must be implemented strictly and consistently to keep school safe.” In addition, it “provides 
more detailed suggestions about whai type of schooling should be offered given different levels of virus 
transmission, with differing advice for elementary, middle and high schools.” 

Bloomberg (2/12, LaVito, 3.57M) reported, “Whether students should physically attend school has been 
among the most contentious issues of the U.S. pandemic response.” The article added that even if schools 
reopen, parents are still faced with the dilemma of whether or not to allow their children to return to in-person 
instruction. 

CNN (2/12, Howard, Cohen, 89.21M) reported that the guidelines “include a color-coded chart to describe 
levels of transmission from blue for low transmission, to yellow for moderate, to orange for substantial and then 
to red for high transmission.” On Friday, President Biden said “the new CDC guidelines provide ‘the best 
available scientific evidence’ on how to reopen schools safely, which remains one of his goals.” 

ina separate article, CNN (2/12, McPhillips, 89.21M) reported that some “89% of children in the US live in a 
county considered a red zone with high levels of Covid-19 transmission under new school opening guidelines 
shared by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Friday, according to a CNN analysis of federal 
data.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story were Reuters (2/12, Borter, Renshaw}, another Reuters (2/12, 
Beech, Hunnicutt) article, ABC News (2/12, Flaherty, Tatum, 2.44M)}, CBS News (2/12, Cook, Erickson, 5.39), 
CNBC (2/12, Feuer, 7.34M), Politico (2/12, Perez, 6.73M), The Hill (2/12, Sullivan, 5.69M), Forbes (2/12, Beer, 
10.33M), NPR (2/12, Turner, Kamenetz, Keith, 3.69M), US News & World Report (2/12, Camera, 1.971M), the 
New York Post (2/12, Nelson, 7.45M), the Philadelphia Inquirer (2/12, Hanna), the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
(2/13, Tagami, 1.46M), Vox (2/12, Lopez, 1.88M), the Financial Times (2/12, Stacey, Subscription Publication, 
1.48M), the Asbury Park (NJ) Press (2/12, Strupp, 388K), the Washington Examiner (2/12, Hogberg, 888K), and 
the Daily Caller (2/15, Ginsberg, 375K). 
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ACA Support Groups Fear Lack Of Funding May Prevent Their Ability To Help Consumers. 


The Wail Street Journal (2/15, Armour, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports some ACA suppori groups are 
worried about the reopening of Affordable Care Act health insurance enrollment on federal exchanges, fearing 
they may not gel additional funding to meet any new demand, which may hamper their ability to assist 
consumers in choosing coverage. The Journal mentioned a CMS spokeswoman didn’t respond to questions 
about further funding for navigators. 

The Washington Post (2/12, Goldstein, 10.52M) reported, “After promising to launch a $50 million campaign 
to draw attention io an extra shapping period for Affordable Care Act health plans that starts Monday, the Biden 
administration has been slow to disclose details of lis outreach strategy and is providing no assistance to 
community groups that coach consumers to sign up for coverage.” A CMS news release on Friday “furnished no 
fresh detail.” Meanwhile, “a senior official at the Depariment of Health and Human Services, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity Friday evening to discuss information that had not been made public, said the agency is 
working quickly to set up the enrollment period within weeks of the president's order.” 

CNN (2/15, Luhby, 89.21M) reports that “the Biden administration is pouring $50 million into outreach and 
education, though it has not provided many details on its advertising campaign or announced additional funds for 
enrollment assistance.” According to a CMS news release issued Friday, “the marketing efforts will focus in 
particular on groups that have had less access to health coverage and greater disparities in health outcomes, 
including communities of color.” CNN adds, “Biden has yet io announce his pick to head the agency, which runs 
the federal exchange, and his choice for Health and Human Services Secretary, Xavier Becerra, has yet to be 
confirmed by the Senate.” According to CNN, “Covered Califomia, which saw a record 1.6 million people 
selecting 2021 plans for coverage starting January 1, intends to spend $6 million for its upcoming special sign up 
session, which will aiso run through May 15.” 

Also reporting are the AP (2/15, Murphy), the Washington Times (2/12, 626K), and Axios (2/15, Rummier, 
1.26M). 


Former Trump Health Aide Exploring Bid For US House Seat. 


Politico (2/12, Cancryn, 6.73M) reported, “The former chief of staff of the Trump administration’s health 
departmeni,” Brian Harrison, “is exploring a bid for the U.S. House seat of the late Rep. Ron Wright (R-Texas), 
who died earlier this week after being diagnosed with Covid-19, six people familiar with the situation told 
POLITICO.” According to Politico, “if he opts in, it would mark a quick return fo politics after a tenure as one of 
ex-Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar’s most trusted aides.” Politico said Harrison “alienated some 
staff at agencies under HHS’ umbrella, like the Food and Drug Administration and Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services,” and “several privately blamed him for failing to defuse tensions between Azar and CMS 
Adminisirator Seerna Verma, whose feud escalated to a point that then-Vice President Mike Pence was forced to 
broker peace between ther.” 


Some Calling For Senators To Hold Confirmation Hearing For Biden’s HHS Secretary 
Nominee. 


Inside Health Policy (2/12, Mills-Gregg, Subscription Publication) reported in a paywalled article, “Senators 
should hoid a confirmation hearing for President Joe Biden’s HHS Secretary nominee [Xavier] Becerra once they 
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return jater this month frorn break, former HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, among others, demanded ina 
press call Friday (Feb. 12), pointing out additional appointmenis to CMS and other agencies can't be filled until 
the secretary is in place.” 


Former HHS Secretary Sebelius Stresses Need For Americans To “Stay Vigilant” During 
Pandemic. 


Yahoo! Finance (2/12, Smith) reported, “With new COVID-19 infections in the U.S. declining, former United 
States Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius stresses that Americans need to siay vigilant 
as scientists ‘learn more about this virus each day.” Sebelius told Yahoo Finance Live on Thursday, “We need to 
keep doing the things that we know work because we're on a much more optimistic path than we were a month 
ago.” Although “many Americans remain skeplical of COVID-19 vaccines, a CDC study published this week 
shows confidence is rising.” This “study found that as of December, 49.1% of Americans are ‘absolutely certain 
or very likely’ to be vaccinated, up from just 39.4% in September.” 


Commentary Outlines Steps To Help Businesses Reduce Risk Of Regulatory Action By 
State AGs Amid Pandemic. 


In an opinion piece for Bloomberg Law (2/16, Subscription Publication, 4K}, Cozen O'Connor pariners Maria 
Colsey Heard and Ann-Marie Luciano “explain what steps businesses should take to respond” to the goal of 
state atlorneys general of accelerating “their workplace enforcement efforts” amid the pandemic, which “is 
reshaping the issues businesses must consider to avoid regulatory risk.” The authors say “businesses should 
provide written Covid-19 health and safety protocols for employees, customers, and other visitors to their 
premises governing” multiple things, including PPE use and “employee health screening and vaccination 
policies.” The authors outline steps to “help mitigate the risk of regulatory action by AGs as well as help 
businesses generate goodwill.” HHS Secretary Nominee Xavier Becerra is mentioned. 


CDC Director Discusses UK Coronavirus Variant, School Reopening During Interviews. 


On CBS’ Face The Nation = (2/14, 3.14M), CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky discussed the more 
contagious, potentially deadlier UK coronavirus variant, B.1.1.7, and the impact it could have on school 


reopening, saying, “There are over a thousand B.1.1.7 cases that we have documented in this country in 39 
states. We estimate now that about four percent of disease in this country is related to B.1.1.7, and we have 
projections it may be the dominant strain by the end of March. The amount of disease in school is very much 
related to the amount of disease thai's in the communities. So the work that we do to decrease the amount of 
disease in our communities is that much more benefit to getting our schools reopened.” She added, “So what we 
know from the literature, from the scientific literature, is that most disease transmission does not happen in the 
walls of the school.” 

On NBC’s Meet The Press 
to watch this very, very carefully. We've known now that this B.1.1.7 variant that came from the UK. ... We know 


Ed (2/14, 2.28M)}, Walensky discussed the same issue, saying, “I think we have 


the early data have demonstrated that it's around 40 percent to 50 percent more transmissible. Already that 
means we're likely tio have more cases and more deaths from this. Now these early dala that have come from a 
prior set of early daia have suggesied there might, in fact, be increased morbidity and mortality. All of it is really — 
wraps up into we can’t let our guard down. We have to continue wearing masks. We have to continue with our 
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current miligation measures and we have io continue getting vaccinated as soon as thal vaccine is available to 
us.” In addition, Walensky addressed questions about the new school reopening guidelines which the CDC 
released. 


guidance is that the amount of classroom activily really depends on the amount of disease in the community. We 
know that the amount of disease in the community is completely reflected as to what's happening in school. If 
there is more disease in the community, there will be more disease in school, and that most disease in school 
does not come from in-school transmission, but comes from the community. So, what we would advocate for is 
to have more kids in schools as our community spread comes down.” 


CDC Director Says It Is Too Early To Lift Mask Mandates. 


Reuters (2/14, Goldberg) reported on Sunday, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said “i is ‘absolutely’ too 
soon to lift mask mandates, citing daily COVID-19 case numbers that despite recent declines remain more than 
double the levels seen last summer.” Her “warning that face-covering requirernents are still critical came just 
days after governors in lowa and Montana lifted long-standing mask mandates in their states.” On NBC's “Meet 
the Press,” she “said preventing further surges of infection is key to safely reopening schools and regaining some 
level of social normaicy until collective COVID-19 immunity can be achieved through mass vaccinations.” 

Bloomberg (2/14, Dlouhy, Sebenius, 3.57M) reported Walensky “warned Americans not to get complacent 
about rapidly falling coronavirus cases as a potentially more lethal variant spreads in the U.S.” She explained 
that the UK variant “is around 40% to 50% more transmissible, meaning ‘we're likely to have more cases and 
more deaths from this,’ and early data ‘have suggesied there might in fact be increased morbidity and mortality.” 

CNBC (2/14, Newburger, 7.34M) reported Walensky made similar comments during an appearance on 
CBS’ “Face the Nation,” saying, “We stil have 100,000 cases a day. We still have somewhere belween 1,500 
and 3,500 deaths per day. ... And yet we see some communities relaxing some of their mitigation strategies. We 
are nowhere out of the woods.” 

Among other news outlets covering the story were Politico (2/14, Naranjo, 6.73M), The Hill (2/14, Budryk, 
5.69M}, Fox News (2/14, Allken, 23.99M}, the New York Daily News (2/14, Shahrigian, 2.51M), the New York 
Post (2/14, Salo, 7.45M), and the Washington Times (2/14, Lovelace, 626K). 


Biden Administration Accused Of Throwing CDC Director “Under The Bus.” 


The Daily Caller (2/12, Lancaster, 375K) reported that the Biden Administration “threw the director of the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) under the bus after she suggested that teachers could return to 
classrooms before being vaccinated.” Earlier this month, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said, “There is 
increasing data io suggest that schools can safely reopen and that safe reopening does not suggest that 
teachers need to be vaccinated in order to reopen safely. ... Vaccination of teachers is not a prerequisite for the 
safe reopening of schools.” Yet, later the same day, White House press secretary Jen Psaki told “reporters thai 
the CDC Directors comments were not official guidance and that she was speaking in her ‘personal capacity.” 


CDC Says It Currently Has No Plans To Mandate COVID-19 Tests For Domestic Flights. 


The Washington Post (2/12, Araiani, 10.52M) reported the CDC has said it “will not require domestic travelers ta 
show proof that they have tested negative for the coronavirus before boarding flights, a measure that had drawn 
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vocal opposition from airline industry.” The agency stated on Friday, “At this time, CDC is not recommending 
required point of departure testing for domestic travel. ... As part of our close monitoring of the pandemic, in 
particular the continued spread of variants, we will continue to review public health options for containing and 
mitigating spread of COVID-19 in the travel space.” 

The AP (2/12, Miller, Koenig) reported that the executives “of several major U.S. airlines met online Friday 
with White House officials to press their case against requiring coronavirus fests for passengers on domestiic 
flights, saying It would undermine the already fragile industry.” The discussion was scheduled “after 
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and Rochelle Walensky, director of ihe Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, said that a testing requirement before domestic flights was under consideration.” 

According to Reuters (2/12, Shepardson, Holland), “White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said at a briefing 
on Friday that ‘reports that there is an intention to put in place new requirements, such as testing, are not 


accurate,” 

Among other news outlets covering the story were the Wall Street Journal (2/12, Sider, Siddiqui, 
Subscription Publication, 8.41M), Bloomberg Law (2/12, Wingrove, Schlangenstein, Subscription Publication, 
4K}, CNN (2/13, Mascarenhas, Cohen, 89.21M), Fox News (2/15, Puhak, 23.99M), The Hill (2/14, Mastrangelo, 
5.69M}, Forbes (2/12, Heeb, 10.33M), and Axios (2/12, 1.26M). 


US Initiative To Vaccinate Nursing Home Residents, Staff Against Coronavirus To Be 
Completed A Month Late. 


Bloomberg (2/12, Armstrong, 3.57M) reported, “A U.S. program to vaccinate nursing home residents and staff is 
moving slowly toward completion in the coming weeks, with the goal of wrapping up the effort by late next 
month.” The federal government contracted with large pharmacy chains in order “to speed vaccines to the most 
vulnerable people in the U.S.” However, “disruptions over the winter holidays and the challenge of going from 
facility to facility vaccinating older people have added at least a month to the timeline.” Ruth Link-Gelles, who 
leads the effort for the CDC, stated, “This is not mass vaccination, and there were some misconceptions going 
into it by the public that we would sweep through thousands of homes in a week. ... It’s plodding along from room 
to room; il just takes lime.” 


Former Education Secretary Says It Is A “Scandal” For Schools To Still Be Shut Down. 


Fox News (2/15, Lanum, 23.99M)} reporis “former Secretary of Education Dr. Bil Bennet said Monday ‘itis a 
scandal’ for many major public schools in the U.S. to continue to be shut down under President Joe Biden’s 
administration.” Bennett said, “It’s true now that a lot of kids may not see classrooms until September. ... This is a 
catastrophe for these kids, and there’s no beating around the bush on this.” He “asserted that the U.S. could 
have a ‘lost generation’ of children who will suffer academically, socially, and morally ff a plan to return them to 
the classroom is not created soon.” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky is quoted as saying, “There is more spread 
that is happening in the community when schools are not open than when schools are open.” 


Republicans Urge Biden To Help Reopen Schools. 


The New York Post (2/75, Nelson, 7.45M) reports “Republicans on Monday continued to press President Biden 
to use his influence to help reopen schools, pointing out that government scientists say virtually all schools can 
reopen safety - even in hard-hit areas if COVID-19 tests are used.” Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH)} said on Twitter, 


GADB0000003185 


“The CDC says it's safe to open schools. So why does the ‘party of science’ want to keep schools closed?” 
Meanwhile, Rep. Nancy Mace (R-SC} wrote, “The science is unequivocally clear: Schools are safe io reopen. 
But instead of following the science, the Biden administration is caving to teachers’ unions. This is irresponsible 
& unacceptable.” The Post adds that “CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said early this month thal schools can 
safely reopen even without teacher vaccination.” 


Scientists Split On Why COVID-19 Infections Are Dropping In US. 


The Washington Post (2/14, Thebault, 10.52M) reported that in the US, “the rate of newly recorded” COVID-19 
“infections is plurnmeting from coast io coast and the worst surge yet is finally relenting. Bui scientists are split on 
why, exactly, itis happening.” Some scientists “point to the quickening pace of coronavirus vaccine 
administration, some say it’s because of the natural seasonal ebb of respiratory viruses and others chalk it up to 
social distancing measures.” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky “said in a round of TV interviews Sunday morming 
that behavior will be crucial to averting yet another spike in infections and that it is far too soon for states to be 
rescinding mask mandates.” 


Model Projects 130,000 Additional US Deaths From COVID-19 Over Next Three And A Half 
Months. 


CNN (2/14, Maxouris, Andone, 89.21M) reported “a grim new forecast confirms what experts have been warning 
amid declining Covid-19 cases and hospitalizations: when it comes to the pandemic, the United States is not yet 
out of the woods.” An additional “130,000 Americans are projected to die of the virus over the nexi three and a 
half months, according to the latest model from the University of Washington's Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation.” Although “Covid-19 numbers may be trending in the right direction now, there are four key factors 
that will determine how the next few months unfold, the institute said in a briefing accompanying tts model.” CNN 
added that “on Sunday, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky emphasized the need for masks and other 
mitigation measures to safely reopen” schools. 


COVID-19 Vaccine Makers, Regulators Deciding On Making Updates To Vaccines. 


The AP (2/15, Neergaard) reports, “The makers of COVID-79 vaccines are figuring out how to tweak their 
recipes against worrisome virus mutations ~ and regulators are looking to flu as a blueprint if and when the shots 
need an update.” Former FDA vaccine chief Norman Baylor said, “When do you pull the trigger? ... This is a 
moving target right now.” The article adds that “many of the new COVID-19 vaccines are made with new, flexible 
technology that’s easy to upgrade.” To make the decision, a “surveillance and testing network to flag the 
mutations that matter,” similar to that for influenza, may be necessary. 


Gottlieb Argues Biden Administration Should Undertake More “Bespoke” Efforts In 
Coronavirus Vaccine Campaign. 


CBS News (2/14, Quinn, Tillett, 539M) reported that former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb “suggested 
Sunday the Biden administration undertake more ‘bespoke’ efforts to ensure coronavirus vaccines are getting 
into the arms of Americans in underserved communities.” Gottlieb argued, “Il would be taking the federal 
resources and the state resources and creating more bespoke solutions that can be used in some of the hard-io- 
reach environments, sorne of the underserved communities, whether you can move mobile vans into those 
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communities, try to work through community groups, local providers, church groups, community health centers to 
try to get harder-io-reach populations vaccinated.” He added that the Administration should invest in a diverse 
set of protocols to helo make sure Americans receive the vaccine. 


Experts Warn Of Possible Fourth Wave Of Coronavirus As Governors Loosen Restrictions. 


USA Today (2/16, Weintraub, 12.7M) reports public health experis are warning about a possible fourth wave of 
coronavirus cases as many governors work to loosen social distancing restrictions. Former FDA acting chief 
scientist Dr. Luciana Borio said, “It’s like we're trying our best to help the virus rather than stopping it.” More 
contagious variants of the virus “have ail arrived in the U.S., and one first identified in the United Kingdom is 
likely to be dominant here by the end of next month, according to the’ US CDC. 


Biden Administration Moves To Roll Back Medicaid Work Requirements. 


The New York Times (2/12, Kiiff, Sanger-Kaiz, 20.6M) reported, “The Biden administration is beginning to roll 
back a signature Trump administration health policy goal of requiring people to work to receive Medicaid 
coverage.” These “work requirements, a longstanding conservative goal, were a policy priority for Seema Verma, 
who ran the federal Medicaid program under President Trurnp.” According to the Times, “Medicaid waivers are 
discretionary, and they can be easily withdrawn by the secretary of Health and Human Services.” In Verma’s last 
weeks in office, “she invited states to sign a short contract offering them a more lengthy review process, and 
guaranteeing at least nine months of notice before a waiver could be withdrawn,” but “in a second letter to states 
Friday, the acting administrator for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services told them she was rescinding 
Ms. Verma’s offer, saying its new procedures did not provide the agency with enough ‘flenubility.” 

The AP (2/12, Jaffe) reported that a Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services statement “highlighted the 
coronavirus pandemic — with high unemployment exacerbating the public health crisis — as a key concem in 
ensuring Americans face no roadblocks fo getting health care.” 

Bloomberg Law (2/13, Brown, Subscription Publication, 4K) reported, “Section 1115 of the Social Security 
Act allows the HHS to waive Medicaid rules to permit states to try out new approaches to serving beneficiaries. 
Seven slates have work requirement waiver proposals pending with the HHS, according to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation.” 

The Hill (2/12, Sullivan, 5.69M) reported, “The Biden administration sent letters to states that had previously 
been approved for work requirements informing them that the federal government is moving to revoke the 
waivers that had been granted allowing the policy.” These letters from CMS said “the agency has ‘preliminarily 
determined to revoke the policy and gives the states 30 days to provide information contesting the decision.” 
According to The Hill, “The Trump administration allowed states to apply for waivers to imposed work 
requirements in the Medicaid program for the first time, a major conservative twist on the health insurance 
program for the poor,” and “officials led by Trump’s Medicaid chief Seema Verma argued the move helped lift 
people out of poverty.” 

Also reporting were CNN (2/12, Luhby, 89.21M), Modern Healthcare (2/12, Subscription Publication, 275K), 
and the HuffPost (2/12, 363K). 

Siden Administration Pulls Sack Approval Of Georgia Governor’s Medicaid Overhaul, The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution (2/13, Bluestein, 1.46M) reported, “The Biden administration pulled back approval of 
Gov. Brian Kemp’s plan to provide Medicaid coverage to thousands of low-income and uninsured adults in 


GADB0000003185 


Georgia who meet a work or activity requirement because the still-raging coronavirus pandemic makes meeting 
some of the key guidelines ‘unfeasible.” On Friday, federal health officials said “the state’s Medicaid overhaul 
proposal was switched from ‘approved’ to ‘pending’ over concerns that it’s ‘unreasonably difficult or impossible 
for many individuals to meet the community engagement requirement in the plan in the midst of a global 
coronavirus outbreak.” The letter “sent to state officials by Elizabeth Richter, the acting administrator for the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services,” said, “Taking into account the totality of circumstances, CMS has 
preliminarily determined that allowing work and other communily engagement requiremenis to take effect in 
Georgia would not promote the objectives of the Medicaid program.” 


Biden Reestablishes White House Office Of Faith-Based And Neighborhood Partnerships. 


The AP (2/14, Jaffe} reported, “Presideni Biden signed an executive order Sunday relaunching a White House 
office aimed at fostering cooperation between the federal government and faith-based and secular community 
organizations.” This “order reestablishes the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Parinerships.” According to the White House, “the office’s early goals under Biden will include working to 
‘address the COVID-19 pandemic and boost economic recovery; combat systemic racism; increase opportunity 
and mobility for historically disadvantaged communities; and strengthen pluralism.” 

Bloomberg (2/14, 3.57M) reported Biden said in a statement, “There are not Democrats or Republicans 
dying from this pandemic, or losing their jobs, going hungry and facing eviction in this economic crisis, or facing 
the sting of systemic racism or the brunt of the climate crisis. They are fellow human beings. They are fellow 
Americans.” 

The Hill (2/14, Choi, 5.69M) reported, “Melissa Rogers will reassume the position she held in the Obama 
administration as executive director of the office and as senior director for faith and public policy as part of the 
White House Domestic Policy Council. White House Senior Adviser for Public Engagement John Dickson will 
serve as depuly director of the office.” Meanwhile, Trey Baker “will serve as the office’s liaison to Black 
communities.” 


WHO Director-General Says He Discussed US Participation In COVAX With CDC Director. 


Reuters (2/12, Nebehay, Farge) reported that on Friday, WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said “he had discussed U.S. support for iis vaccine-sharing programme COVAX in a call with the head of the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” He tweeted, “l so appreciated today’s call with CDC Director 
Dr. Rachelle Walensky on our organizations’ enduring partnership.” 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

Borrowing Binge Reaches Riskiest Companies 

In Texas, Winter Storm Forces Rolling Power Outages As Millions Are Without Electricity 
The US Bought Rapid Covid-19 Tests To Help Control The Virus. Now Many Are Unused. 
Ban On New Foreign Workers Left US Jobs Unfilled, Even In Covid Downturn 


GADB0000003185 


A Twinge Of Envy When Only One Spouse Gets The Covid Vaccine 


New York Times: 

Biden And The Fed Leave 1970s Inflation Fears Behind 

Icy Storm Barrels Across Central US, Leaving Millions Without Power 
Pennsylvania GOP’s Push For More Power Over Judiciary Raises Alarms 
Adam Kinzinger’s Lonely Mission 

Covid-Linked Syndrome In Children Is Growing And Cases Are More Severe 

A Black Soldier's Heroism, Overlooked In 1965, May Finally Be Lauded In 2021 


Washington Post: 

Plagues And Extremism Part Of Ancient Pattern 

1In 20 State And City Jobs Slashed 

Panel Will Investigate Capitol Riot, Pelosi Says 

Top Donor Sues Group Probing 2020 Vote 

‘Tomorrow I'll Start To Feel Better’ 

Storm Goes Deep With Cold, Snow 

Financial Times: 

Riskiest Borrowers Make Up Biggest Share Of Junk-Bond Deals Since 2007 
Tokyo Olympic Boss’s Resignation Fuels Japan Gender Equality Debate 
Arnault And Mustier Join The $100BN Spac Boom 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: Winter Storm; Weather Report; COVID; Impeachment; Pelosi-Capitol investigation; NY¥YC-Homicide Cases; 
Death of NFL Star; Nurse Gives Dad Valentines Gift of Being Cancer Free. 

CBS: Winter Storm; Weather Report; COVID: Impeachment; lrag-Rockets Fired; Global Vaccination Effort; Harry 
& Meghan Baby; Colorado-Avalanches; New Orleans-Mardi Gras. 

NBC: Winter Storm; Weather Report; Pelosi-Capitol investigation; Impeachment; COVID; New York-Nursing 
Home Deaths: Vaccines; COVID-High School Students; COVID-Depression; Harry & Meghan Baby; New 
Orieans-Mardi Gras. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Winter Storm — 10 minutes, 50 seconds 
COVID — 9 minutes, 5 seconds 
impeachment — 6 minutes, 30 seconds 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Trevor Noah: “Really, Governor Cuomo? You lowered your own [nursing home death] numbers to make 
yourself look better? ... And the explanation for this, the explanation that they are going with, is that they thought 
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the Trump Administration would use the high nursing home deaths against them. Which yeah. Usually if you are 
nat doing a good job, it gets used against you. That is the whole point of data. This would be like if the Kansas 
City Chiefs said, ‘Come on, you're going fo look at the scoreboard? Isn't it enough that lm telling you | won the 
Super Bowl? Come on!” 


Trevor Noah: “And when you think about it, messing with COVID numbers to make yourself look better is just 
about the Trumpiest thing that you can do. Which is Ironic since the main reason Cuomo became a pandemic 
hero is that he was giving informative, coherent press conferences while Trump was trying to get people with 
bieach.” 


Trevor Noah: “impeachment. It’s the most presidential thing Donald Trump has ever done. ... Yes, the bad 
news for Donaid Trump is that seven members of his own party said that he was guilly. Which is unprecedented. 
The good news for him is that it wasn’t enough. So Trump is free to go, baby! 2024, here we come! We getting 
the whole crew back together. Ivanka, Jared Kushner, Mike Pence — sorry about trying to get you killed. But 
that’s in the past now. Let’s do this.” 


Trevor Noah: “Trying to hold Trump responsible for his crimes is like trying to kill a fruit fly. It's just like, ‘Ha, got 
it this time!’ And you open your hands, and it is not even there ~ itis already halfway across the room sitting on 
your girlfriend.” 


Travor Noal: “Say what you want, but Trump is the acquittal GOAT. Sorry, OJ, you had a good run, but Trump 
got acquitted twice and he is responsible for more deaths.” 


National News 


Pelosi Says Congress Will Create Commission To Examine Capitol Riot. 


The AP (2/15, Yen) reports House Speaker Pelosi “said Monday that Congress will establish an independent, 
Sept. 11-style commission to look into the deadly insurrection that took place at the U.S. Capitol.” In the wake of 
the Jan. 6 riot, Pelosi “asked retired Army Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré to lead an immediate review of the Capitol’s 
security process.” Reuters (2/15, Shepardson) reports Pelosi said in a letter to House Democrais that based on 
his interim findings, she said Congress must provide funds “to provide for the safety of members and the securily 
of the Capitol.” Pelosi added, “It is clear from his findings and from the impeachment trial that we must get fo the 
truth of how this happened.” The New York Times (2/15, Cochrane, 20.6M) reports, “A group of House 
Republicans wrote to Ms. Pelosi on Monday complaining that she had tapped General Honoré without input from 
their party.” 

Bloomberg (2/15, House, 3.57M) says Pelosi's office “provided few other details about the proposed panel. 
Spokesman Drew Hammill said there was no exact timing yet for when legislation will be introduced to form the 
commission or when a spending bill to fund it will be advanced.” 

The Washington Post (2/15, Kornfield, Demirian, DeBonis, 10.52M)} says, “For Democrats, the commission 
may aid in holding [former President Donald Trump] accountable afier the impeachment inquiry failed to convict 
Trump with inciting supporters during his Jan. 6 speech to stop the counting of votes for then-President-elect Joe 
Biden.” The Wall Street Journal (2/15, Leary, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says some Democrats, and 
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Senate Minority Leader McConnell, “have suggested...that the best venue is ouiside Congress. “in brief reporis, 
ABC World News Tonigh ES (QH5, story 5, 0:50, Muir, 7.97M)} and NBC Nightly News = (2/415, story 3, 0:50, 
Holt, 6.14M) provided similar coverage, as do the websites of Fox News (2/15, Steinhauser, 23.99M) and CNN 
(2/15, Foran, Nobles, Grayer, 89.21M), and USA Today (2/15, King, 12.7M), The Hill (2/15, Coleman, 5.69M) 
and Politico (2/15, Cheney, 6.73M). 

GOP Representatives Suggest Pelosi Bears Some Responsibility For Capitol Security 
Failures. The Cleveland Plain Dealer (2/15, 1.22M) reports Reps. James Comer (R-KY), Rodney Davis (R-IL), 
Jim Jordan (R-OH}, and Devin Nunes (R-CA) on Monday questioned whether Pelosi “bears some responsibility 


for security failures that allowed rioters” into the Capitol. Their letter to Pelosi cited reports that the House 
Sergeant at Arms denied a request for National Guard support “because the ‘optics’ of having the National Guard 
on site were not good and the intelligence didn’t support the move,” and “suggested that was done on Pelosi’s 
behalf ~ something a spokesman for Pelosi said was not true.” The Plain Dealer says Democrats described the 
Republicans’ letter “as a blatantly partisan effort to deflect responsibility” for the riot. 

CAN: Security Footage, Police Dispatches Show Rioters Launched A Coordinated Attack 
On Capfte!, CNN (2/15, Wild, Herb, Foreman, 89.21M) reports on its website that “new police radio dispatches 
and security footage” from the riot “paint an even sharper picture of how the insurrectionists al times showed little 
fear of the police as they launched a large and coordinated attack.” CNN says footage not presented during 
former President Donaid Trump’s impeachment trial “and reviewed by CNN offers even greater insight and 
revealed both the ferocity of the rioters as well as the restraint of the officers on the scene.” 


Biden Spent Weekend At Camp David. 


The AP (2/15, Jaffe} reports under the headline “At Camp David Retreat, Biden Hangs Out, Shows He’s Got 
Game’ thal after spending “his third week in office visiting the Pentagon, touring the National Institutes of Health 
and working on the administration’s COVID-19 response,” President Biden “capped it off by beating one of his 
granddaughters at Mario Kart during his first presidential visit fo Camp David.” Biden “told reporters before 
departing Washington for the compound that his main plans for the long weekend were to ‘ust hang out with the 
family and do what we always do.” 

CAN Examines Biden's Dally Routine. On its website, CNN (2/15, Liptak, 89.21M) takes a look 
“inside The New President's Routine,” writing that “as Biden settles into a job he has been seeking on-and-off for 
three decades, the daily routine of being president — with a phalanx of Secret Service agents, regular updates on 
the nation’s top secrets and an ever-present press corps — has come more naturally for him than for his more 
recent predecessors.” The President “has established a regular schedule, including coffee in the mornings with 
the first lady, meetings and phone calls from the Oval Office starting just after 9 a.m. and a return to his 
residence by 7 p.m.” 


Biden Administration Could Take Action On Unregulated Toxic “Forever Chemicals.” 


Axios (2/15, Knutson, 1.26M) reports, “Industrial ‘forever chemicals’ found in hundreds of consumer goods and 
linked to adverse health effects may face new regulations under the Biden administration.” During his 
confirmation hearing, Biden’s nominee to head the EPA, Michael Regan, told the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee that “PFAS, PFOA, perfluorinated compounds will be a top priority for this administration.” 
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Administration Aims To Reduce Nydrofiuoracarbons in Refrigeration. The Washington Post 
(2/15, Eliperin, Butler, 10.52M) reports that most of the “compressed refrigerants that keep perishable goods 
cold” in grocery stores are “hydrofiuorocarbons — greenhouse gases thousands of times more powerful than 
carbon dioxide ~ which often escape through cracks or systems that were not properly installed.” The Post says 
the Biden Administration “sees eliminating these chemicals from the nation’s refrigerators as low-hanging fruit in 
its broader effort to rein in climate pollutanis.” The American Innovation and Manufacturing Act, enacted in 
December requires the EPA to “phase down the production and import of these potent greenhouse gases 85 
percent over the next 15 years.” 

Gefes: Siden’s Goals For Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions Are Doabie. USA Today 
(2/15, King, 12.7M) reports on an interview with Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates in which he said achieving 
President Biden’s “ambitious goals of decarbonizing the energy sector by 2035 and attaining net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 is within reach.” Gates said, “People who think a plan is impossible are 
wrong. ifs super hard and very broad, but it's doable.” 

Politico (2/15, Tamborrino, 8.73M) reports Gates “says... Biden needs to go big on climate change — by 
fostering the major technological changes that can eliminate greenhouses throughout the economy by the middle 
of the century.” In his book, “How to Avoid A Climate Disaster,” Gates “argues that leaders need to shift their 
focus to long-term strategies aimed at creating a zero-carbon future.” He calls for “a sharp ramp-up in research 
and development spending by the federal government to figure out the big stuffi eliminating the carbon footprint 
of things like steel, concrete, aviation and farming.” 


Republican Senators Who Voted To Convict Trump Face Backlash From State Parties. 


All three broadcast networks once again covered the aftermath of former President Donald Trump's second 
impeachment trial on their evening newscasts, focusing on the fallout for Senate Republicans who voied to 
convict Trump. On ABC World News Tonigh = (2/15, story 4, 3:55, Muir, 7.84M), Rachel Scoit reporied Trump 
was “spotted giving two thumbs up’ fo supporters as he headed to a golf course on Monday, as “the backlash [is] 


only growing” against the seven Republicans who broke ranks. Lester Holt similarly said on NBC Nightly News = 


(2/15, story 4, 2:15, 6.44M), “The seven GOP senators who voted to convict Donald Trump are facing backlash 
back home as he vows to continue to lead his movement.” 


Nancy Cordes said on the CBS Evening New Ei (2/15, story 4, 2:20, Garrett, 4.89M) that Sen. Bill Cassidy 
(R-LA} “was censured by Louisiana’s Republican Party on Saturday.” North Carolina’s Republicans were on 
track io censure Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC), and Rep. Dan Bishop (R-NC)} spoke to CBS in support of it. Cordes: 
“Sen. Burr has served North Carolina in Congress for 25 years. Doesn't he have the right to cast a vote as he 
sees fit?” Bishop: “I like Sen. Burr, I'm friendly with Sen. Burr, but this was an error, and the Republican Party Is 
correct in my judgment to express that view.” 

The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (2/15, 396K} reporis, “In an emergency vote Monday night,” ihe North 
Carolina GOP “voted unanimously” to censure Burr. Burr said, “My party's leadership has chosen loyalty to one 
man over the core principles of the Republican Party and the founders of our great nation.” The AP (2/15) reports 
North Carolina GOP Chairman Michael Whatley “said in a statement Saturday that Burr's vote to convict ‘in a trial 
that he declared unconsiitutional is shocking and disappointing.” Reuters (2/15) also reports. 

The Bangor (ME) Daily News (2/15, 178K) reporis the Maine Republican Pariy “could vote by month’s end 
to censure” Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME). The state party “Issued no statement after the senator’s vote, bui Maine 


GADB0000003185 


GOP Chair Demi Kouzounas told party members in a Saturday email that ‘many of you are upset after what 
happened today as are we’ and ‘to be prepared for an emergency state commiliee meeting in the near future’ fo 
discuss the Collins matter.” 

The Salt Lake (UT) Tribune (2/15, 284K) reporis, “Some Utah Republicans are hoping to censure” Sen. Mitt 
Romney (R-UT). A motion being circulated on social media “says Romney failed to ‘represent the average 
conservative Utah Republican voter’ and ‘misrepresented himself as a Republican, when he ran for office. ... 
The censure motion concludes Romney used his ‘senatorial power and influence to undermine’ Trump and 
claims ‘Romney appears to be an agent for the Establishment Deep Siate.” 

The Philadelphia Inquirer (2/15, Tamari, Seidman} reports Pennsylvania Republicans “are heaping 
condemnation’ on Sen. Pat Toomey (R-PA) for his vote to convict, “signaling how fealty to the former president 
has come to define the party. Republican state party chairman Lawrence Tabas has advised committee 
members that he will soon call a meeting to ‘address and consider actions related to the impeachment voile.” 

Reid J. Epstein of the New York Times (2/15, Epstein, 20.6M) profiles Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), “one of 
just three House Republicans who voied both to impeach” Trump and to strip Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R- 
GA) of her committee assignments. He is now “unwelcome not just in his party but also in his own family, some 
of whom recently disowned him.” 

Michael Gerson writes in the Washington Post (2/15, 10.52M) that while Trump’s “acquittal... brought hints of 
hope for the Republican future,” the “dorninant note of the day was still cowardice. ... In the end, we witnessed a 
historic collapse of moral and poittical leadership.” Trump “has been effective in promoting the tribalism of White 
grievance, as well as desperation about the fate of America. And, unlike any other president, he was happy to 
step into an authoritarian role, attempting to maintain power through intimidation and violence.” 

Jennifer Rubin writes in the Washington Post (2/15, 10.52M) that “the American people have two avenues 
left to hold the disgraced former president accountable for inciting insurrection.” Rubin adds that “criminal 
prosecution is still in the cards. ... The benefit of a criminal trial is that witnesses,” including former Vice President 
Mike Pence and House Minority Leader McCarthy, “can be subpoenaed. ... The venue of the trial, Washington, 
might be favorable to the prosecution.” 

Katrina Vanden Heuvel writes in the Washington Post (2/15, 10.52M) that although Trump’s “guilt is not in 
question,” 43 Senate Republicans “refused” to convict him. Vanden Heuvel adds, “Cowed by Trurnp’s zealous 
base, they cravenly choose power and privilege over responsibility and principle,” and they “should be held 
accountable. Citizens who care about the future of this republic should come together, across lines of party and 
ideology, to vote out of office those who failed in their most important responsibility.” 

MeConnell: Trump “Bears Moral Responsibility.” Senate Minority Leader McConnell writes in the 
Wall Street Journal (2/15, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) that there is “no question former President Trump 
bears moral responsibility. His supporters stormed the Capitol because of the unhinged falsehoods he shouted 
into the world’s largest megaphone. His behavior during and after the chaos was also unconscionable, from 
attacking [Pence] during the riot to praising the criminals after it ended.” McConnell argues that the Constitution 
did not permit the impeachment trial, and that senators’ “lob was to defend the Constitution and respect its 
limits.” 

Max Boot writes in the Washington Post (2/15, 10.52M) that McConnell’s “cynical skill was on full display” 
during Trump's trial. McConnell “voted to acquit - and then argued that Trurnp was guilty as charged of ‘a 
disgraceful dereliction of duty.” McConnell, Boot adds, “was trying to placate his own caucus — which might have 
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overthrown him if he had voted to convict — while ai the same time irying to please more moderate Republican 
voters and donors whose support Republicans will need to recapiure the Senate in 2022.” 

Michelle Goldberg writes in the New York Times (2/15, 20.6M) that in his floor speech after the conviction 
vote, McConnell “signaled openness to Trump’s prosecution in other forums’ and has “stripped away some of the 
taboo about prosecuting a former president. In addition to the investigations of Trump’s business practices in 
New York, prosecutors in Georgia have opened a criminal investigation info his attempis to subvert the election 
there. Washington’s attorney general is reportedly considering charging Trump with violating a District of 
Columbia law against provoking violence.” In addition, the Justice Department “could look into the countless 
federal crimes Trump appeared to commit in office.” 

Colbert King writes in the Washington Post (2/15, 10.52M) that McConnell’s comments on the Senate floor 
after the vote were “a case for a guilty verdict. He wimped out. But his words did not disappear. In fact, they 
would fit perfectly into a censure resolution, one that Pm sure McConnell or one of his GOP colleagues will — or 
should ~ introduce when they return to town from their recess.” 

Polis Show Majority Support For Conviction, But Overwhelming GOP Qpposition. ABC News 
(2/15, 2.44M)} reports on lis website that an ABC News/losos poll of 547 US adults (2/13-2/14) found that 58% of 
Americans think Trump should have been convicted, though 86% of Republicans say he should not have been. 
Eighty-three percent of GOP respondents “actually go even further, believing that the trial shouldn't have even 
happened, viewing the single charge against Trump as not serious enough to warrant impeachment 
proceedings.” Politico (2/15, Ward, 6.73M) and The Hill (2/15, Folley, 5.69M) also cover the poll, while USA 
Today (2/15, Behrmann, 12.7M) reports that a Quinnipiac poll of 1,056 US adults (2/11-2/14) found that 55% of 
respondents said that “even though Trump was acquitted in the Senate, meaning he can run for office in 2024 if 
he wishes, he should not be allowed to hold elected office again. ... However, 87% of Republicans surveyed said 
Trump should be allowed.” 

Historians Say Trump Wil Rank “in The Lower Tier” Of Presidents. USA Today (2/15, 12.7M) 
reports, “Trump’s unprecedented efforts to reverse the results” of the 2020 presidential election, “his demands 
that supporters ‘fight’ before the attack Jan. 6 on the US. Capitol, the resulting second impeachment and the 
Senate trial solidified Trump's probable rank in the lower tier of the nation’s 46 presidenis, political analysts and 
historians said.” Presidential historian Alvin Felzenberg said, “He’s certainly in the bottom tier. Maybe at the 
bottom.” 


Dingell And Tlaib Promote Legislation To Create Local Water Fund. 


In an op-ed for the Washington Post (2/15, 10.52M}, Reps. Debbie Dingell (D-MI} and Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) write 
that while “hand-washing to prevent the spread of [COVID] may seem like a no-brainer,” some of “the same 
governments telling people to wash their hands can stil legally shut off their water if they can’t afford the bill.” 
Dingell and Tiaib write that they have “introduced a measure that would create a $1.5 billion fund for local 
communities to assist with paying water bills for low-income residents.” The measure “would require all cities and 
counties to reconnect service and impose a shutoff moratorium to receive federal funding.” 


Millions Without Power, 150M Under Storm Warnings Across US. 


The New York Times (2/15, Robertson, Krauss, Fazio, 20.6M) reports, “A massive winter storm bulldozed its way 
across the southern and central United States on Monday, leaving millions of people without power.” The storm 
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“was notable for its enormous reach — 150 million people were under storm warnings — and for a particularly 
perilous element it brought nearly everywhere: ice. it left a treacherous varnish on roads across a midsection of 
the country, including places where driving on ice is a rarity.” In Texas, “an estimated 2.6 million homes and 
businesses had their power interrupted Sunday night and Monday morning because of storm darnage or in 
rotating outages ordered by regulators.” 

The Houston Chronicle (2/15, 982K) reports about 500,000 of Housion utility CenterPoint’s 2.5 million 
electric customers, were without power as of Monday morning. The AP (2/15, Stengle) reports the storm “is likely 
to blame for the deaths of two people in Texas, where an unusually snowy emergency Monday knocked out 
power for more than four million people, shut down grocery stores and air travel and closed schools ahead of 
frigid days still io come.” 

in an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (2/15, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) says that while power 
outages are inevitable, they have been made more likely by government policies that promote green eneray at 
the expense of coal and nuclear power, which the Journal calls more reliable. 

ABC World News Tonight = (2/15, lead story, 4:25, Muir, 7.84M), the CBS Evening News = (2/15, lead 
story, 3:40, Garrett, 4.75M}, and NBC Nightly News = (2/15, lead story, 2:45, Holt, 6.44M) all opened with the 
news. Reuters (2/15, Caspani), Bloomberg (2/15, Blas, Malik, 3.57M), the Washington Post (2/15, Craig, 
Bellware, 10.52M), the Wall Street Journal (2/15, Passy, Blunt, Subscription Publication, 8.41M)}, the Dallas 
Morning News (2/15, 772K), and the CNN (2/15, Ellis, Ebrahimji, Sutton, 89.27M) website are among the other 
outlets covering the storms. 


Nevada Bill Would Replace Caucuses With First-In-The-Nation Presidential Primary. 


The Las Vegas Review-Journal (2/15, 372K) reports Nevada Democrats have “unveiled a bill that would kill the 
state’s presidential caucuses in favor of a primary system, a move that comes as the state is angling to be the 
first in the nation to weigh in on presidential nominees.” The bill “would do away with Nevada’s caucus system, 
which has been in place for deciding each major party’s presidential nominee since 1981, and create a 
presidential primary that would be held on the second-to-last Tuesday in January.” The Las Vegas Sun (2/15, 
165K) reports the primary “would be run by the state, instead of the caucuses run by political parties, and would 
be a separate election from a June primary held to pick party nominees and narrow the field of candidates for 
federal, state and local offices.” Politico (2/15, Pager, Siders, 6.73M) and The Hill (2/15, Lonas, 5.69M) also 
report. 


McConnell Suggests He May Intervene In 2022 GOP Senate Primaries. 


The Wall Street Journal (2/15, Hughes, Subscription Publication, 8.41M) reports Senate Minority Leader 
McConnell suggested in an interview that he is prepared to get involved in 2022 Republican Senate primaries in 
order to maximize GOP opportunities to win back control. McConnell said the goal is “getting candidates who can 
actually win in November.” 


Perdue Files Paperwork For Likely Challenge To Warnock. 


The New York Times (2/15, Saul, 20.6M) reports ex-Sen. David Perdue (R-GA} “filed paperwork on Monday 
night indicating that he plans a comeback effort” by challenging Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-GA} in 2022. The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution (2/15, 1.46M) reports, “A senior Perdue adviser characterized the filing as a 
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necessary legal step, but added that the former senator is leaning heavily toward’ running again. If Perdue runs, 
the adviser said, he will decide by March 1, put together a campaign team and announce in April.” 


State Senator Enters lowa GOP Senate Race; Grandson Expects Grassley To Run Again. 


The Hill (2/45, Coleman, 5.69M) reporis lowa state Sen. Jim Carlin (R} entered the 2022 Senate race on 
Monday, even though it is unclear if 87-year-old Sen. Charles Grassley (R-1A) will seek an eighth term. WHO-TV 
Des Moines, IA (2/15) reports on it website that lowa House Speaker Pat Grassley (R)}, the senator's grandson, 
said in an interview that he expects his grandfather to run again. Pat Grassley himself may run if the incumbent 
does not. 


Republican Schimpf Enters Illinois Gubernatorial Race. 


The Chicago Tribune (2/15, Pearson, 2.03M) reports ex-state Sen. Paul Schimpf (RR) entered the race for Hlinois 
governor on Monday, saying Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D) “has lost public confidence over his handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic.” The Chicago Sun-Times (2/15, 970K} reports, “A U.S. Naval Academy graduate and Marine Corps 
veteran, Schimpf was an outspoken advocate for veterans in the Senate. In 2005, Schimpf served as the chief 
American advisor in the trial of Saddam Hussein in lraq. He rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the Marine 
Corps.” Schimpf is the first Republican to formally enter the race; state Sen. Darren Bailey (R} and business 
owner Gary Rabine are also considering bids. 


GOP Donor Who Gave $2.5M For Voter Fraud Probe Sues To Get His Money Back. 


The Washington Post (2/15, Boburg, Swaine, 10.52M) reports that conservative donor Fred Eshelman 
contributed $2.5 million to True the Vote, “a small conservative nonprofit group in Texas that was seeking to 
expose voter fraud” after the 2020 election. Eshelman “came to regret his donation and to doubt conspiracy 
theories of rampant illegal voting, according to court records and interviews,” and “now, he wants his money 
back.” Eshelman “has alleged in two lawsuils ~ one in federal court has been withdrawn and the other is ongoing 
in a Texas state court — that True the Vote did not spend his $2 million gift and a subsequent $500,000 donation 
as ii said t would. Eshelman also alleges that True the Vote directed much of his money to people or businesses 
connected to the group’s president, Catherine Engelbrecht.” 


Lincoln Project Subject Of Allegations Regarding Sexual Harassment By Weaver. 


USA Today (2/15, Becker, 12.7M) reports on the Lincoln Project, which raised “nearly $90 million for its stated 
mission of defeating Donald Trump.” The group “faces a rapidly escalating controversy over allegations that 
another of its co-founders, John Weaver, sexually harassed more than a dozen young men, including some 
working for the project.” 
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FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAPF 
DATE: WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020 7:30 AM EDT 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIH News 

« ACTIV Partner: NIH Aims To Accelerate COVID-19 Drug, Vaccine Developmeni. 
* Trump Allies Lining Up Doctors To Prescribe Rapid Reopening. 

* De Blasio’s Health Chief Vanished For Days. is She Still In Charge? 
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* Leaked Pentagon Memo Warns Coronavirus Pandemic Could Last Until Summer 2021: Report. 

* Amid Hydroxychioroquine Uproar, Real Studies Of Drug Are Suffering. 

* Misinformation About Coronavirus Finds New Avenues On Unexpected Sites. 

«if Trump Says It, Does That Mean It's Not True? 

° Texas, North Carolina, Arizona See Rising Cases As They Reopen. 

« Hunker Down: Some States Say No Full-Scale Reopening Until Coronavirus Vaccine, Treatment Is Ready. 
* Brooklyn Artist Jeremy Penn’s Dr. Anthony Fauci Portrait Nets $15K For Charity. 

* Study Pinpoints Autism Risk For Kids With Aunts, Uncles On The Spectrum. 

« Former Frederick County Student Researching COVID-19 Antibodies At NIH. 

* When The Mask You're Wearing ‘Tastes Like Socialism’. 

«NIH To Study How COVID-19 Pandemic May Have Affected Pregnancy Outcomes In US. 

¢ GSK’s Long-Acting Injection Beais Truvada In HIV Prevention Trial. 

* PDES inhibitor Helpful For Chronic Prostatitis/Pelvic Pain. 

* Vaccine Experts Say Moderna’s COVID-19 Data Leave Big Questions. 

« NJ Groups Want State To Investigate Cornpany That Tripled Price Of Potential COVID-19 Treatment. 
* Federal Grant To Help UArizona Scientist Focus On Memory Loss Treatments. 

« Dr. Tom Price: Coronavirus Highlights Health Care Systems Flaws. 

° Covid-19 Has Exposed The Limits Of Today’s Drug Development Model. 

« University Receives $5.9M Grant For Neuroimaging, Clinical Research into Mood Disorders. 


Health & Medical News 

«FTC Warns Some Nursing Homes Are Taking Residents’ Stimulus Checks. 

° Cities Seeking Federal Pandemic Aid. 

« Physician Assistanis Facing Lack Of Personal Protective Equipment, Pay Reductions During Battle Against 
COVID-19, Survey Finds. 

* Older Adults Turn To Wearable Tech For Contact Tracing. 

* SBA Seeking Return Of Coronavirus Funds From Planned Parenthood Affiliates. 

* Denver To Use $20M Of CARES Act Funds To Support Pandemic-Hit Residents, Businesses. 

* Domestic Violence Hollines See Increase In Cails During Pandemic. 

« Some Retailers Ending Pandemic Pay Increases For Front-Line Workers. 

* Schools, Camps Consider Coronavirus Risks To Children. 

® Poll: Plurality Of Voters Oppose Autumnal Reopening Of K-12 Schools. 

« Column: Americans’ Push Against Lockdowns Helping US Win Contest With China Over COVID-19 Response. 
° Former NY Lt. Gov.: Infection Control In Nursing Homes Most Effective Way To Prevent COVID-19 Deaths. 
« CDC Offers Guidelines For Transit Systems Amid Pandemic. 

* Wisconsin’s In-Person Primaries Tied To “Large” Spread Of Novel Coronavirus, Study Indicates. 

« Nurmber Of Deaths Tied To COVID-719 in Michigan Now Exceeds 5,000. 

* Minnesota Nursing Homes Admitting Patients With Coronavirus Who Have Been Discharged From Hospitals 
With “Little” Oversight. 

* Pennsylvania Releases Resident, Staff Coronavirus Case Counts At Long-Term Care Facilities. 

* Hospitals In Imperial County, California Close Doors To New Patients With Coronavirus. 
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° AP Highlights Coronavirus Outbreak Thai Has “Paralyzed” Gallup, New Mexico. 

* Navajo Nation Has Surpassed New York, New Jersey With Most Coronavirus Infections Per Capita. 
e Study Projects Tripling Of US COVID-19 Deaths By Year's End. 

* Statistics indicate Coronavirus Cases Peaked in US In April. 

° DHS IG Tells Senate Democrats He Will Investigate Coronavirus Cases ALICE Detention Centers. 

« New Jersey Lowers Amount Of Coronavirus Fatalities At Long-Term Care Facilities By About 1,400. 
* CDC Report Links Cluster Of Coronavirus Cases In Arkansas To Church Pastor, Wife. 

* Trump Can Waive FEMA Rule Limiting Amount Of Money States Can Be Repaid For Coronavirus Efforis. 
* DHS Watchdog Investigating How FEMA Responded To Pandemic. 

* Opinion: US Miltary Has Risen To Meet The Pandemic’s Challenges. 

« Commentary Questions If Trump Is Lying About Pandemic, Or If He Does Not Understand It. 

* Trump Reportedly Told Republican Senators He Opposes Extension Of Unemployment Insurance Boost. 
« WSJournal Welcomes Decision To Probe WHO's Pandemic Response. 

* Texas Governor Reopens Daycare Centers, Says Bars Can Partially Reopen By Week’s End. 

« Number Of Patients With Coronavirus In Critical Care in New Jersey Falls Below 1,000; Pennsylvania Governor 
Clears In-Person Activity For Real Estate Industry. 

« Closed Businesses in Milwaukee County Allowed To Reopen This Week. 

° North Carolina May Allow Restaurants, Bars To Reopen This Weekend. 

* Atlanta Mayor Says Georgia’s Reopening is Not “As Bad” As She Originally Thought. 

* Editorial: Michigan Governor Must End “Disastrous” Nursing Home Policy Amid Pandemic. 

* Texas Legislators Questioning Contract Putting “Little-Known” Company In Charge Of State’s Contact Tracing 
Effort. 

¢ Oregon Supreme Court Stays Judge’s Ruling That Ends Coronavirus Restrictions. 

* Pfizer Hopes To Have 10 Million Vaccine Doses Available By Year's End. 

* Experts Say Hydroxychloroquine Is “Useless” For Treating, Reducing Risk Of Novel Coronavirus. 

« Opinion: U.S. Should Lead Coordinated Global Effort Against COVID-19 Pandemic. 

* Antibody From Recovered SARS Patient Inhibits COVID-19, Study Suggesis. 

« Opinion: Moderna’s Stock Offering Is Maybe The Best Timed Ever. 

* Column: Moderna’s Vaccine Results Raised The Value Of Its Shares Just In Time For An Offering. 
« Opinion: Trump Looks For Potential COVID-19 Vaccine To Miraculously End Pandemic. 

* Some Healthcare Facilities Have Seen Fewer Coronavirus Cases Than They Had Expecied. 

* Opinion: Adequate Staffing Makes “Vital Difference” In Severe COVID-19 Recovery Rates. 

« Community Health Centers Being Forced To Close As Visits Decline During Coronavirus Pandemic. 
* Physician Assistant Pay Topped $113k Prior To Pandemic-Related Cuis. 

« Organ Donations Drop Significantly Amid Coronavirus Restrictions. 

¢ During Pandemic, Cancer Treatmenis Have Been Delayed, Screenings Have Gone Down. 

« National Nurses United Director: US Must Fundamentally Shift Healthcare Away From Profit Motive. 
° New York Pilot Prograrn To Allow Hospital Visitors At 16 Facilities. 

« Opinion: Hospice Perspective May Help Clinicians Cope With Stress Of COVID-19 Patient Deaths. 
* Study: At Two New York Hospitals, Most Elderly COVID-19 Patients On Ventilators Did Not Survive. 
« Asian American Healthcare Workers Report Increase In Bigoted incidenis. 


GADB0000003417 


° MedStar Washington Hospital Center Employee Claims She Was Fired For “Whistleblower” Tweets. 

* Minnesota Nurses Warn COVID-19 Resurgence May Strain PPE Supplies. 

* More States Liff Coronavirus Restrictions As Confirmed US Cases Increase, Government Tensions Heighten. 
« Washington AG Suing Two Gyms For Staying Open in Violation Of Stay-At-Home Order. 

° Only Half Of The 15,000 Hotel Rooms California Leased To Help Homeless Population Amid Pandemic Are 
Occupied, State Data Show. 

* New Hampshire Task Force Introduces Recommendations For Summer Camps, Athietic Programs Amid 
Pandemic. 

* Rep. Stefanik Calling For Federal Investigation Into New York Governor's Management Of Nursing Homes 
During Pandemic. 

+ Virginia Committing $58M In Federal Emergency Aid To Expand Contact Tracing To Contain Coronavirus 
Spread. 

« Judge Denies Motion To Release Arkansas Inmates At High Risk For Coronavirus. 

* Many States Face Accusations Of Manipulating Coronavirus Testing Data. 

« North Carolina Health Secretary Says Coronavirus Trends Stable Enough To Remove Restrictions Friday. 
* Ohio National Guard Units To Help With Coronavirus Testing in Nursing Homes, Governor Says. 

« Expert Urges Caution For Reopening Florida As State Surpasses 2,000 Coronavirus Deaths. 

° State Data Reveal Nearly 50 Pennsylvania Nursing Homes Have Reported 20 Or More Coronavirus-Related 
Deaths. 

* Maryland Governor Announces New Steps To Expand Coronavirus Testing. 

* Florida Begins “Full Phase 1” Reopening Plan. 

* New Mexico Governor Defends Coronavirus Response Amid Calls To Lift Restrictions. 

¢ Minnesota Bars, Restaurants To Learn Plans For Reopening Wednesday. 

* Officials Say Florida Keys Will Reopen To Visitors June 1. 

* Health Official Says LA County Will Pay Attention To Data, Science To Reopen By July 4. 

« Mississippi Governor Issues Guidelines For Places Of Worship To Resume In-Person Services. 

* Thermo Fisher Scientific Wins US Contract To Produce Test Tubes For Coronavirus Samples. 

« Experts Say Increase In Postmortem COVID-19 Testing May Uncover More About Virus’ Spread, True Number 
Of Deaths. 

« Professional Sports Working To Develop Coronavirus Testing Approach In Order To Resume. 

* Trump Calls Number Of COVID-19 Cases “A Badge Of Honor’ Reflective Of Successful Testing. 

* Schumer: Trump’s Rebuke Of WHO, China Could Cause Other Countries To Withhold Vaccine. 

* Pence Says He, Unlike Trump, is Not Taking Hydroxychioroquine To Stave Off COVID-19. 

* Analysis: Trump’s Poll Numbers On Coronavirus Worse Than 49 Of 50 Governors. 

« Trump To Governors: Feds Will “Step in” lf Administration Disagrees With Reopening Plans. 

¢ Editorial: Fight Against COVID-19 Will Go Better If America Remembers Where Best Interesis Lie. 

* National Guard Members Helping Staies Battle Coronavirus Face “Hard Stop” In June. 

° Rep. Kim: Administration Should Put Same Eneray Into Public Health As Reopening. 

« Survey: Large Numbers Of Independent, GOP Voters Don’t Think US Is Ready For Second Virus Wave. 

* Opinion: “General” Trump Leading Public Into Coronavirus Battle Armed With Misinformation. 

« Analysis: Trurnp Ignores Medical Experts, But Americans Don’t View Him As Trusted Source. 
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° Trump Poinis To Decline in COVID-19 Cases As Support Reopening States. 

* Trump Leaves Unclear Whether He Will Wear Face Mask To Tour Ford Plant That Requires It. 

* Vast Majority Of African Americans Disapprove Of Trump's Handling Of Pandemic, Poll Shows. 

« White House Officials Says DC, Surrounding Areas Continue To Be Virus Problem Areas. 

° Opinion: During Pandemic, America Found President Who Is A Shirker And A Clown. 

« Opinion: Hydroxychloroquine Hype Has Potentially Added To Pandemic’s Body Count. 

* Milbank: Trump’s Highest Service Could Be Committing Himself To Testing Other Unproven Treatments. 

* Opinion: Trump’s Touting Of Hydroxychloroquine Endangers Supply For Those Who Really Need ft. 

* Holy Communion Rituals in The US Adjust For Pandemic Considerations. 

* Several States Plan To Share Information With Law Enforcement On Patients Who Contracted COVID-19. 
* Arizona City And County Officials Seek Share Of State’s $1.86 Billion In Pandemic Aid. 

e MSU, Detroit Aim To Track COVID-19 Via Wastewater. 

* Florida Scientist Reportedly Fired For “Refusing To Manipulate” Data Related To COVID-19. 

* Coronavirus Pandemic Helped Spur Decline In Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Study Suggests. 

« ICOM Experis Warn That 7 In 8 Museums Could Permanently Close Due To Financial Strains From 
Coronavirus Pandemic. 

« Analysis: US Response To Coronavirus Needs To Focus On Numbers And Policy. 

° Guillain-Barre Syndrome May Be Associated With COVID-19, Experis Say. 

* Use Of Surgical Masks May Reduce Spread Of Coronavirus Up To 75%, Research Indicates. 

* Pandemic Has Disrupted Time-Sensitive Process For Patients Undergoing Fertility Treatments. 

* Editorial: Congress Needs To Provide More Aid To States Across The US, Regardless Of Political Affiliation. 
«US Economy Will Likely Recover Slowly From COVID-19, And Some Damage Might Be Lasting, CBO Says. 
° A Minimum Of 30 Public Companies Plan To Keep PPP Loans; Some Warn Investors Of Criticism. 

* international Air Transport Association Outlines Travel “Road Map” Following Pandemic Restrictions. 

* Landlords Push Back On Restaurant Requests. 

« Powell, Mnuchin Fend Off Critics Of White House’s Efforts To Back The US Economy. 

° Trump, GOP Leaders Count On Economic Rebound From States Lifting Lockdowns To “Ease Pressure” On 
Another Stimulus Package. 

* Analysis Examines Fox News Host Laura Ingraham’s Coronavirus Coverage. 

« Trump Delays Specifying Coronavirus Stimulus Options. 

* Next Coronavirus Package Depends On The Debate Over Reopening US Economy. 

* Top Republicans Are “Pumping The Brakes” On New Coronavirus Stimulus. 

« Burma Raids Reveal Global Pandemic Has Done Little To Slow Drug Trade. 

* J&J To Cease Selling Taic-Based Baby Powder In US, Canada. 

« Microsoft Releases Cloud Software Designed For Healthcare Systems. 

¢ Data Indicate Limb Amputations Among Black Americans With Diabetes Is Triple The Rate For Other Groups. 
«FCC Chairman Assures Lawmakers Telemedicine Is A “Top Commission Priority.” 

° California Justices Grapple With Computing Elder Abuse Damages. 

« Study Finds Eating Foods High In Flavonoids May Lower Demeniia Risk. 

* Coronavirus Pandemic Likely To Increase Suicide Rate, Experts Say. 
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Global Health News 

* South Korean Health Authorities Find Patients Who Tested Positive For Coronavirus Twice Did Not Transmit 
Virus During Relapses. 

* Opinion: Trump “Trying To Deflect Responsibility” By Criticizing China. 

° Almost Three-Quarters Of Germans Say Opinion Of US Has “Deteriorated” Over Pandemic Response in Poll. 
« Australian Officials Announce Plans To Facilitate Resumption Of Public Life. 

° Brazil Could Reportedly Become Nation With Second Highest Number Of COVID-19 Cases In The Worid. 
« CDC Report Highlights Spread Of Coronavirus Tied To Dance instructors in South Korea. 

* Trump Accuses WHO Of Pro-China Bias, Threatens To Permanently Cut Funding. 

« Lancet Editor Calls Out Trump For Inaccuracy in Letter To WHO. 

°® WHO's Director For The Americas Voices Desire To Keep Getting US Help In Virus Battle. 

«EU Resolution On Need To Investigate Global Response To Pandemic Adopted At WHO Assembly. 

« Russia Awaits Delivery Of 200 Ventilators Fram US. 

* Trump’s Comments On Hydroxychioroquine Produce “Tremendous Shift” In India. 

* UK Lawmakers Criticize Johnson's Government For Testing Lapses. 

* Turkey Reporis Seeing Downward Trajectory In COVID-19 Deaths, Cases. 

« Nicaraguan President Closes Border With Costa Rica In Protest Of Virus Testing. 

¢ Pan American Health Organization Warns Coronavirus Spreading In Amazon Tri-Border Region. 

« Pandemic’s Disruption On Everyday European Society, Traditions Highlighted. 

« Cape Town Accounts For 60% Of Coronavirus Cases in South Africa. 

«india, Bangladesh Prepare For Severe Cyclone Amid Pandemic. 

° Sweden Reports Highest COVID-19 Death Rate in Europe Over Past Week. 

« Hong Kong Extending Social Distancing Restrictions Until June 4. 

° Coronavirus Hotspots Emerging, Growing In Latin America. 

* Over 100M People In China’s Jilin Province Could Face Another Coronavirus Lockdown. 

* USAID Criticizes UN For Highlighting Abortion Access As Essential Health Service In Coronavirus Response. 
* Argentine Scientists Producing Reporiedly Fast, Inexpensive Coronavirus Test. 

* Aid Groups Criticize UN Security Council For Inaction On Resolution Backing Cail For Global Ceasefire. 

¢ Brazil Will Issue New Guidelines Expanding Recommended Use Of Chloroquine, President Says. 

« Germany Agrees To €500B European Coronavirus Recovery Fund. 

* Pandemic Causing Humanitarian Emergency in Poor Countries, World Bank Head Says. 

« Trump Considering Ban On Brazilians Traveling To US. 

° Analysis: Trump Reportedly Made False Claims In Letter To WHO Concerning lis Response To COVID-19 
Pandemic. 

* Philippine Police Raid illegal Hospital For Chinese Patients Suspected Of Having COVID-19. 

« Opinion: Federal Government Should Not Bail Out States. 


HHS in the News 

* BARDA Awards $345 Million Contract To Phiow Corp To Make Low-Supply Medicines. 

° HHS Announces Federal Funding To Support Coronavirus Testing In Multiple States. 

« Trump Defends Decision To Take Anti-Malaria Drug; Pelosi Says It’s Not For “Morbidly Obese.” 
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° Trump Administration indefinitely Exiends Public-Health Order Preventing Asylum Seekers From Crossing The 
Border. 

* Arizona Receives $150M CDC Grant To Fight COVID-19. 

« FDA Officials Recuse Themselves From COVID-19 Vaccine Matters. 

° Quibreak Of Coronavirus At Minnesota Glass Factory Causes Plant To Close For Two Days For Deep 
Cleaning. 

* Teenage Girl In Baltimore Dies From MIS-C. 

» CDC Posts Road Map For Reopening Weeks Afier States Already Started. 

* Redfield Says US is Ready To Start Reopening In Interview. 

* FDA To Launch New Research Project Focused On Real-World Evidence To Learn More About COVID-19. 
* Opinion: FDA Blocking Bill Gates-Associated Group From Testing For COVID-19. 

* FDA Approves Covis’ IND To Launch Study Of Asthma Drug In COVID-19. 

* New York Governor Says State’s Capital Region Can Reopen, Touts Progress On Coronavirus. 

* Louisiana Releases Data On Coronavirus Deaths, Infections Among Nursing Homes For First Time. 

« Washington Governor Says Ten Additional Counties Can Apply To Move To Second Stage Of Reopening. 
* Many Connecticut Stores, Restaurants Not Planning To immediately Reopen When Some Restrictions Are 
Lifted. 

° FDA Grants Austin-Based Company Emergency Clearance For At-Home COVID-19 Testing Kit. 

* Trump’s Decision To Take Malaria Drug Defies Government Warnings, Advice From Experts. 

* FDA Commissioner Seems To Soften Agency's Stance On Malaria Drug Trump Says He Is Taking. 

* NEL Explores Addition Of Surgical Or N95 Material To The Face Masks Of Players’ Helmets. 

* Uncertainty At Nursing Homes Weighs On Residents And Their Families. 

« Almost 70% Of Black Residents In South Carolina Are “Extremely Concerned” About Coronavirus While Only 
27% Of White Residenis Report The Same, Poll Finds. 

* Closed Tennessee Hospital Received More Than $120K In COVID-19 Relief Aid. 

« Canada, US Agree To Extend Border Closure Agreement On Non-Esseniial Travel. 

* Podcast Expiores Why COVID-19 Is Killing Black Americans At Higher Rates. 

« Refusing To Comply With Mandatory Face-Covering Policies In The Workplace Could Get People Fired, 
Attorneys Say. 

« Hospital Staff Preparing For Next Phase Of New York City’s Coronavirus Outbreak. 

* HHS Announces $5 Million In Funding For Efforts To Study Health IT During The COVID-19 Pandemic. 

* CVS Returns HHS Pandemic Funds. 

« Children’s Hospitals Ask Federal Government For Additional Funding To Cover “Catastrophic” Pandemic 
Losses. 

« Opinion: Moderna’s Promising Results Should Not Distract From How Far Away A Mass-Produced COVID-19 
Vaccine Remains. 

« Trump Administration Reportedly Deporting Unaccompanied Minors “Under The Cover” Of The COVID-19 
Pandemic. 

« Top HHS Official Questions Whether Mental Health Getting Enough Attention During Pandemic. 


National Front Page News 
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* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
* Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

« Trump Meets With Senate GOP Caucus, Urges Them To “Be Tough” On Democrais. 
° Trump Reportedly Won't Host Ceremony To Unveil Obama Porirait. 

* Trump: Fox & Friends “Trounces Morning Psycho” In Ratings. 

* Administration Ignored Wamings Mileage Rollbacks Had “Serious Flaws.” 

* FEC Can Function Again Affer Senate Confirms Trainor. 

* Major Media Companies File Amicus Brief in Support Of Fox News. 

¢ Republicans Garcia, Tiffany Sworn in As House Members. 

* Appeals Court Says New York Must Hold Democratic Presidential Primary In June. 

° Polls: Biden Leads Trump In Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Virginia. 

* Biden Blasts Trump Jr. As “Sick” For Implying He’s A Pedophile. 

* Politico Analysis: There is “A Stubborn Disconnect” Between Biden Camp, Latinos. 

« Potential Biden VP Pick Demings Blasts Pence Ahead Of His Orlando Visit. 

* Free Beacon Analysis: Killing Keystone Pipeline Would Eliminate Thousands Of Jobs. 
« Poll: Democrat Kelly Leads McSally 51%-38% In Arizona Senate Race. 

* Georgia Poll Shows Both Senate Races Are Highly Competitive. 

* Trump Jr. Says Michigan Senate Hopeful James Is “All For” President’s Agenda. 

* Democrats Outline Effort To Focus On Healthcare in Various Races. 

* Nearly 2,700 Milwaukee Absentee Ballots Were Not Sent. 

*WPost Urges Congress To Protect Daia. 


ACTIV Partner: NIH Aims To Accelerate COVID-19 Drug, Vaccine Development. 


Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News (5/19, 189K) reports the National Institutes of Health (NIH) said that 
the Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines (ACTIV) public-private partnership has 
identified four priorities in an effori io develop an international strategy for accelerating development of drugs and 
vaccines against COVID-19. In a commentary published Monday in JAMA, NIH Director Francis Collins, MD, 
PHD, and Johnson & Johnson CEO Paul Stoffels, MD, wrote, “To address what may be the greatest public 
health crisis of this generation, it is imperative that all sectors of society work together in unprecedented ways, 
with unprecedented speed.” They added that ihe main goals of ACTIV “are to establish a collaborative 
framework for prioritizing vaccine and therapeutic candidates, to streamline clinical trials and tap into existing 
clinical trial networks, and to coordinate regulatory processes and leverage assets among all partners.” 


Trump Allies Lining Up Doctors To Prescribe Rapid Reopening. 


The AP (5/19, Biesecker, Dearen) reports “Republican political operatives are recruiting ‘pro-Trump’ doctors to 
go on television to prescribe reviving the U.S. economy as quickly as possible, without waiting fo meet safety 
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benchmarks proposed by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention io slow the spread of the new 
coronavirus.” The effort “was discussed in a May 11 conference call with a senior slaffer for the Trump reelection 
campaign organized by CNP Action, an affiliate of the GOP-aligned Council for National Policy.” A recording of 
the “call was provided to The Associated Press by the Center for Media and Democracy, a progressive watchdog 
group.” The AP adds that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “has been among the most visible government experis 
warning that lifting lockdowns too quickly could lead to a spike in deaths.” 

Adaftional Source. Axios (5/19, Perano, 521K) reports “Trump campaign communications director Tim 
Murtaugh, who confirmed the plan to the AP, says that, ‘Anybody who joins one of [the] coalitions is vetted.” 
Murtaugh added, “And so quite obviously, all of our coalitions espouse policies and say things that are, of 
course, exactly simpatico with what the president believes. ... The president has been outspoken about the fact 
that he wants to get the country back open as soon as possible.” 


De Blasio’s Health Chief Vanished For Days. Is She Still In Charge? 


The New York Times (5/19, Goodman, Mays, 18.61M) reports that New York City’s health commissioner, Dr. 
Oxiris Barbot, “mysteriously vanished from public view” for nearly a week. Barbot “had been a regular at Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s daily briefings,” but then “missed four in a row, amid signs of possible friction: Earlier this month, 
the mayor took away oversight of the city’s contact-tracing efforts from her agency.” Barbot also missed a City 
Council hearing on contact tracing on Friday. Her “prolonged absence raised questions about her future, much 
like the situation in the White House, where President Trump’s dissatisfaction with” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci 
“is well known.” However, she “re-emerged on Tuesday, parlicipating in the mayor's virtual news conference 
from what appeared to be a city office, a hanging cabinet visible behind her. She answered questions matter-of- 
factly regarding new city data on the virus, and studiously avoided any hint of conflict with Mr. de Blasio.” 


Leaked Pentagon Memo Warns Coronavirus Pandemic Could Last Until Summer 2021: 
Report. 


The Hill (5/79, Mitchell, 2.98M) reports “a leaked Pentagon memo on Tuesday revealed that top Depariment of 
Defense (DOD) officials have been planning for the possibility that the military could be dealing with a ‘globally- 
persistent coronavirus pandemic weil into 2021.” The memo “also warned of the ‘real possibility’ that a vaccine 
far COVID-19 won't be available until ‘at least the summer of 2021.” The memo said, “We have a long path 
ahead, with the real possibility of a resurgence of COVID-19. Therefore, we must now re-focus our attention on 
resuming critical missions, increasing levels of activity, and making necessary preparations should a significant 
resurgence of COVID-19 occur later this year.” The piece adds that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “has said it’s 
possible a vaccine will be ready in January.” 


Amid Hydroxychloroquine Uproar, Real Studies Of Drug Are Suffering. 


The New York Times (5/19, Stolberg, 18.61M)} reporis that “President Trump’s enthusiastic embrace of a malaria 
drug that he now says he takes daily ~ and the resulting uproar in the news media — appears to be interfering 
with legitimate scientific research into whether the medicine might work to prevent coronavirus infection or treat 
the disease in its early stages.” Hydroxychloroquine “has shown no real benefit for hospitalized coronavirus 
patients, and may have contributed to some deaths, receni studies show.” However, “specialists — including Dr. 
Anthony S. Fauci, the governments top infectious disease expert ~ say the jury is still out on whether the drug 
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might help prevent infection or help patienis avoid hospitalization.” Meanwhile, “Trump’s frequent 
pronouncements and misstatements...are only complicating matters, politicizing the drug and creating a frenzy in 
the news media thal is impeding research.” 


Misinformation About Coronavirus Finds New Avenues On Unexpected Sites. 


The Washington Post (5/20, Dwoskin, 14.2M) reporis that the COVID-19 pandemic has led Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube to adapt “a more aggressive approach to policing misinformation than in the past,” which “has 
prompted those spreading covid-19 misinformation to try new methods, including using social media services 
that have not historically been platforms for news, such as the short video app TikTok, and productivity tools 
such as Google Drive and Googie Docs.” In one banned video, a trailer for a documentary called “Plandemic,” 
physician “Judy Mikovits says Anthony S. Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, buried her research showing thal vaccines damage the immune system.” The trailer “went viral last 
week, eveniually becoming one of YouTube’s top trending videos, according to social media researcher Erin 


Gallagher.” 


If Trump Says It, Does That Mean It’s Not True? 


In an opinion piece for The Hill (5/19, 2.98M), Zachary Karabell, founder of the Progress Network, writes that 
President Trump has been “widely excoriated for waging a war on science, for showing...that no one in the 
executive branch can say anything that doesn’t accord with what Trump doesn’t want said, and that by assuming 
such a high public prominence,” NIAID Director Anthony “Fauci had inevitably incurred the wrath of his 
narcissistic boss” when he testified with caution about reopening schools. Karabell says “keeping schools closed 
will, as in so many other areas, hit hardest those already hit hardest: The working class, African-Americans, 
Hispanics and those without access to daycare.” He concludes, “Fear of the disease is rational, but the response 
of ‘Stay home unt! there is no fear is not. We need to start solving this problem — and opening schools, 
regardless of who says what.” 


Texas, North Carolina, Arizona See Rising Cases As They Reopen. 


The Hill (5/19, Sullivan, 2.98M)} reporis, “Texas, North Carolina and Arizona are among the states seeing rising 
numbers of coronavirus cases, intensifying concerns as they seek to reapen shuttered economies.” Texas 
reported “ts largest one-day increase in cases on Saturday, with 1,801 new cases,” North Carolina “saw its 
largest single-day jump on Saturday with 853 new cases,” and Arizona recorded “462 new cases that day, close 
to a record high.” Both Texas and Arizona are “relaiively far along in reopening, having given ihe green light to 
businesses like restaurants and barber shops,” while Norih Carolina “is less far down the road toward opening, 
but has entered lis first phase, allowing retail stores to open with precautions.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“warned in high profile Senate testimony last week of ‘serious’ consequences and ‘spikes’ if states reopen too 
soon.” 


Hunker Down: Some States Say No Full-Scale Reopening Until Coronavirus Vaccine, 
Treatment Is Ready. 


Fox News (5/19, Olson, 27.59M) reports, “As most states begin to move forward with measures to reopen their 
economies...some governors and big-city mayors are now saying the resirictions will not fully be lifted untila 
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vaccine or treatment for the disease is available — a timeline that could take a year or more.” Health experts 
including NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci have “said it is not particularly likely there will be one available before 
2021.” Such “comments indicate Americans could be living with orders restricting personal and economic activity 
for much longer than many anticipate.” Moreover, the comments “come after President Trump said Friday that 
the U.S. will reopen ‘vaccine or no vaccine,’ and told governors in a call Monday that the federal government ‘will 
step in if we see something going wrong, or if we disagree, with how states are lifting their lockdown orders.” 


Brooklyn Artist Jeremy Penn’s Dr. Anthony Fauci Portrait Nets $15K For Charity. 


Page Six (5/19, Mohr, 1.6M) reports, “Brooklyn artist Jeremy Penn, who has painted Diane von Furstenberg, 
Kate Moss, John Galliano and Karl Lagerfeld, sold a portrait of Anthony Fauci for $15,000. Penn “s donating all 
proceeds from the Fauci piece to charities True Hero Fund and No Kid Hungry.” 


Study Pinpoints Autism Risk For Kids With Aunts, Uncles On The Spectrum. 


Disability Scoop (5/19, Heasley, 1K) reports a National Institutes of Health-funded study published recently in the 
journal Biological Psychiatry found that children of women with a sibling with autism are three times more likely to 
have the condition than for those in the general population. The piece adds that “Hf the child’s father had a sibling 
on the spectrum, then they had double the risk of the general population.” Alice Kau of the Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities Branch of NIH’s Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development said, “The results offer important new information for counseling people who have a sibling 
with ASD.” 


Former Frederick County Student Researching COVID-19 Antibodies At NIH. 


WJLA-TV Washington (5/18, Lynn, 123K) reports National institute for Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering 
investigator Dr. Kaitlyn Sadtler “and her team are studying blood samples from 10,000 people fo determine if 
they carry antibodies against COVID-19.” Sadtler said, “Antibodies are what your body produces to fight off 
viruses and bacteria. So it's kind of a footprint that tells us the virus has been there.” Sadiler added, “We'll get an 
idea of roughly how far this virus has spread.” 


When The Mask You’re Wearing ‘Tastes Like Socialism’. 


Contributor Thomas Edsall writes in an opinion in the New York Times (5/20, 18.61M) that “the partisan divide 
over how to respond to the’ COVID-19 “pandemic has deepened over the past few weeks,” and “lockdown 
politics have joined the legion of issues thai pit Democrats against Republicans.” Edsall says, “Whether you 
emphasize the imperative to save lives or the consequences of economic devastation... determines what you 
think the proper response to the outbreak should be, to a degree that is astonishing even in our deeply polarized 
society.” He adds that Fade Eadeh and the National institute of Mental Health's Katharine K. Chang in a 2018 
paper “argue that a health care threat of the kind the country now faces...[produces] ‘increased support for 
components of Hberalism,’” and “the critical factor...is the partisan ‘ownership’ of the issue and which side ‘is best 
seen as ‘fixing’ that threat.” 


NIH To Study How COVID-19 Pandemic May Have Affected Pregnancy Outcomes In U.S. 
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Reuters (5/19) reports, “The National Institutes of Health (NIH} said on Tuesday it will study whether changes io 
the healthcare delivery system implemented during the COVID-79 pandemic have led to more pregnancy-related 
complications in the United States.” The NIH “study will also assess the risk of pregnant COVID-19 patients 
transmitting the virus to their fetus, and monitor the newborns until they are discharged from the hospital.” 

Additional Source. U.S. Births Hit Lowest Level in Three Decades in 2079, COC Report 
Finds. U.S. News & World Report (5/20, Galvin, 2.4M) says, “The number of babies born in the U.S. hit the 
lowest level in more than three decades in 2019, continuing a five-year downward trend, according to” a new 
report on provisional data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The report “indicates notable 
birth and population measures reached record lows in 2019.” American women “are now projected to have about 
1.71 children over their lifetimes - down 1% from 2018 and below the rate of 2.1 needed to exactly replace a 
generation.” 


GSK’s Long-Acting Injection Beats Truvada In HIV Prevention Trial. 


Reuters (5/18, Burger) reports, “GlaxoSmithKline said an injection every other month of its cabotegravir drug was 
shown fo avert an HIV infection more effectively than Gilead’s daily Truvada pill, potentially giving its Vil untta 
foothold in HIV prevention.” The trial was halted “early by an independent monitoring board after cabotegravir 
was found to be 69% more effective than the current standard of care, Truvada, the British drugraker said on 
Monday.” However, “the market segment GSK is eyeing is about to become more competitive as cheaper 
generic versions of Truvada are expected to be launched in the United States in September, as the patent 
expires.” 

Additional Sources. MedPage Today (5/19, Walker, 75K) reports the National Institute of Allergy and 
infectious Diseases, which was the study’s primary funder, hosted a press conference during which “HIV 
Prevention Trials Network 083 proiocol chair Raphael Landoviiz, MD, of the University of California Los Angeles, 
noted cabotegravir was ‘highly effective for HIV prevention,’ surpassing the planned non-inferiority margin of 1.23 
and had ‘evidence approaching superiority, pending the final analysis’ of the data.” 

MedCity News (5/19, DeArment} and Motley Fool (5/19, Orelli, 1.22M) also report. 


PDE5 Inhibitor Helpful For Chronic Prostatitis/Pelvic Pain. 


MedPage Today (5/19, 75K} reports that “daily use of the phosphodiesterase type 5 (PDES5) inhibitor tadalafil 
(Cialis) significantly reduced symptoms caused by chronic prostatitis, also known as chronic pelvic pain 
syndrome (CP/CPPS)}, in a small group of men treated with PDE5 inhibition for a mean of 1.3 years.” In the study 
published in Translational Andrology and Urology, “25 men diagnosed with CP/CPPS, continued use of tadalafil 
at 5 mg a day for ai least 3 months reduced the National Institute of Health total chronic prostatitis syndrome 
index (CPSI) score by a mean of -12.9 compared with baseline.” Meanwhile, “the same regimen also reduced 
pain by a mean score of -6.1 compared with baseline...as well as urinary symptoms by a mean of -2.4...and 
improved quality of life by a mean of -4.6." However, “two patients had no change in their total CPSI score after 
having received at least 3 months of PDE5 inhibitor therapy.” 


Vaccine Experts Say Moderna’s COVID-19 Data Leave Big Questions. 


STAT (5/19, Branswell, 24K )/CNBC reports, “Several vaccine experts asked by STAT concluded that, based on 
the information made available by” Moderna on Monday, “there’s really no way io know how impressive — or not 
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— the vaccine may be.” While “Moderna blitzed the media, it revealed very iittle information — and most of what it 
did disclose were words, not data.” Moderna’s “statement led with the fact that all 45 subjects (in this analysis) 
who received doses of 25 micrograms (two doses each), 100 micrograms (lwo doses each), or a 250 
micrograms (one dose) developed binding antibodies,” with eight volunteers developing “neutralizing antibodies.” 
However, “we don’t know results from the other 37 trial participants.” In addition, “while the Phase 1 trial included 
healthy volunteers ages 18 fo 55 years, the exact ages of these eight people are unknown.” STAT “asked 
Moderna for information on the antibody levels it used as a comparator. The response: That will be disclosed in 
an eventual journal article from NIAID.” 

Adoftional Sources. Separately, Barron’s (5/19, Alpert, 1.07M) reports, “Even if Moderna’s vaccine 
becomes the first one available — perhaps this fall, for front-line workers — it won’t be the only one. Pfizer and its 
partner BioNTech are also in the clinic with a vaccine that uses technology similar to Moderna’s.” 

in an opinion in the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M), former Harvard Medical School Professor William 
Haseltine writes that “Moderna’s claim Monday of favorable results in its vaccine trial’ is “the equivalent of a chief 
executive of a public company announcing a favorable earnings report without supplying supporting financial 
data, which the Securities and Exchange Commission would never allow.” 

Other outlets providing coverage of Moderna’s coronavirus vaccine data include Reuters (5/19, Maddipatia), 
BioPharma Dive (5/19, Gardner), FiercePharma (5/19, Liu}, CNBC (5/19, 3.62M), and Axios (5/19, Rabouin, 
521K). 


NJ Groups Want State To Investigate Company That Tripled Price Of Potential COVID-19 
Treatment. 


The Bergen (NJ) Record (5/19, Shanes) reports three New Jersey-based advocacy organizations on Tuesday 
asked Attorney General Gurbir Grewal’s office to investigate price gouging by Jaguar Health after it tripled the 
price of anti-diarrheal drug Mytesi (crofelemer), which can be used to treat patients with COVID-19. Jaguar 
Health raised the drug’s price days after the FDA “rejected the company’s request to expand use of the drug in 
COVID-19 patients.” However, “Jaguar Health ‘continues to be in discussions’ with the National Institute of 
Allergy and infectious Diseases about the institute’s ‘potential evaluation’ of the drug against COVID-79, 
according to its SEC report.” 


Federal Grant To Help UArizona Scientist Focus On Memory Loss Treatments. 


The Phoenix Business Journal (5/19, Subscription Publication, 812K) reports, “The National Institutes of Health 
has awarded a $3.4 million grant to” University of Arizona researcher Ying-hui Chou, who “is studying how 
memory loss can accelerate and lead to irreversible brain function and how to prevent that from happening.” 


Chou’s “research employs a noninvasive brain stimulation technology called transcranial magnetic stimulation, 
aiong with brain imaging, to find personalized ways to treat people with mild cognitive impairment.” 


Dr. Tom Price: Coronavirus Highlights Health Care Systems Flaws. 


In an opinion in Fox News (5/19, 27.59M), Dr. Tom Price, a physician who served as HHS Secretary in 2017, 
writes that the heavy loss of Ife resulting from the COVID-19 crisis “is unthinkable to bear, and il’s also bringing 
to light some very stark realities about our couniry’s health care system.” Price says that “the federal government 
ig not comprised solely of medical professionals,” and “even those with medical backgrounds at the Centers for 
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Disease Control and Prevention (CDC} have struggled to put forih guidelines quickly enough to prevent the 
massive death toll we're seeing from the virus.” Price adds, “The National Institutes of Health recently called on 
all innovators to rapidly develop coronavirus diagnostics, promising a share of a $500 million pool earmarked for 
the project, because the government simply isn’t capable of developing diagnostics as quickly as those in the 
private secior.” 


Covid-19 Has Exposed The Limits Of Today’s Drug Development Model. 


In an opinion in STAT (8/19, Malpani, Amin, 24K), Tahir Amin and Rohit Malpan writes that Glead’s remdesivir, 
which is being tested for COVID-19, “is the poster child for why we need a new model of drug development for 
pandemics and neglected diseases that isn’t restricted by the current market-based model.” Amin and Malpan 
add, “If we are serious about being prepared for future pandemics and addressing neglected diseases, we need 
anew economics model of drug development that does noi rely on the prerogatives of the market.” They explain 
that Gilead, to its credit, “has collaborated with a select consortium of universities in researching remdesivir 
funded by at least $70 million from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National 
Institutes of Health,” but call for “a more transparent and open science platform could have motivated broader 
research participation earlier and potentially saved valuable time and improved collective understanding of the 
drug.” 


University Receives $5.9M Grant For Neuroimaging, Clinical Research Into Mood Disorders. 


Healthlmaging (5/19, O'Connor) reporis, “The National institute of Mental Health has awarded the University of 
Hlinois at Chicago a $5.9 million grant for two studies that will investigate mood disorders, with the help of 
neuroimaging.” The university “will use $2.8 million of the grant over five years for its Recurrence Markers, 
Cognitive Burden, and Neurobiological Homeostasis in Late-Life Depression (REMBRANDT) study.” 


Health & Medical News 


FTC Warns Some Nursing Homes Are Taking Residents’ Stimulus Checks. 


CNN (5/19, 83.16M) reports the Federal Trade Commission is warning “that nursing homes in several states are 
requesting residents sign over their stimulus checks.” FTC Elder Justice Coordinator Lois Greisman said that 
some facilities are falsely saying they get to keep the payment if a patient is on Medicaid. 


Cities Seeking Federal Pandemic Aid. 


CNN (5/18, Luhby, 83.16M) reports cities are “facing severe budget crunches” amid the coronavirus pandemic 
and seeking federal aid. The National League of Cities sent to senators a report listing 32 states that are 
“withhalding funding from most municipal governments, including all small and rural municipalities, with no 
indication when, or if, funds will ever be made available.” The report will go to all members of Congress in an 
effort to “make the case that cities need more direct federal assistance.” Clarence Anthony, the league’s 
executive director, said, “lf cities are going to help restart America’s economy, we need those dollars and we 
need them now.” 
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Physician Assistants Facing Lack Of Personal Protective Equipment, Pay Reductions 
During Battle Against COVID-19, Survey Finds. 


USA Today (5/19, Flores, Culver, 10.31M) reports that a new survey finds that “a lack of personal protective 
equipment” and pay reductions “are among the challenges being faced by physician assistants during their 
ongoing frontline battle against the novel coronavirus.” USA Today adds, “Almost 39% of respondents treating 
COVID-19 patients said they have gone without PPE.” The survey was released Tuesday by the American 
Academy of Physician Assistants. 


Older Adults Turn To Wearable Tech For Contact Tracing. 


Reuters (5/19, Dave} reports older adults are turning to wearable tech for contact tracing, sidestepping the limits 
of smartphone-based systems. The article highlights an Amarillo, Texas care facility, which is using 
CarePredict’s Tempo bracelets. The bracelets “function as a call bution to summion staff, a digital room key, and 
a health and activity tracker,” and “cost about $1 per day per user.” 


SBA Seeking Return Of Coronavirus Funds From Planned Parenthood Affiliates. 


Fox News (5/19, Re, 27.59M)} reports the Small Business Association (SBA) is reaching oui to 37 Planned 
Parenthood affiliates that Fox News’ “Tucker Carlson Tonight” says “applied for and received a total of $80 
million in loans from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).” According to Fox, the agency is seeking 
repayment as “affiliates of larger organizations with more than 500 employees aren't eligible for PPP 
distributions.” 


Denver To Use $20M Of CARES Act Funds To Support Pandemic-Hit Residents, 
Businesses. 


The Denver Post (5/19, Nicholson, 720K) reports Denver will “support residenis and businesses impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic” using $20 million of the approximately $126.8 million it received in federal CARES Act 
funds. The city said in a release that the money will be used to “support residents with housing and food 
assistance, provide economic relief for local small businesses and non-profits, and to support widespread 
community testing and other public health programs and needs.” 


Domestic Violence Hotlines See Increase In Calis During Pandemic. 


NBC Nightly News (5/19, story 6, 2:50, Holt, 7.39M) reported, “As many people stay home to stay safe, that 
can be the worst place to be for victims of domestic violence.” NBC's Kate Snow added thai while “phone calls to 
the Center for Women And Families in Louisville, Kentucky have actually decreased,” experts say that is due, in 
part, to the fact that “victims are trapped with their abusers. But the center is getting more emails or victims 
calling friends using a code word for help. ... NBC News reached out to 35 organizations in 19 states. in some 
places, hotline calls more than doubled, becoming shorter and more frantic.” 


Some Retailers Ending Pandemic Pay Increases For Front-Line Workers. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Kang, Terlep, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis some retailers — including 
Amazon, Kroger, and Rite Aid — are ending hourly pay increases they instituted for front-line workers during the 
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coronavirus pandemic, Retaliers are seeing costs rise due io the outbreak even as it pushes up unemployment, 
creating a larger labor pool for the companies to draw on. 


Schools, Camps Consider Coronavirus Risks To Children. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Reddy, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports evidence that coronavirus can 
cause serious illness in children could impact decisions to reopen camps and schools. Some experis says 
multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) appears to be rare enough it won’t affect such decisions 
but others say it might make some, especially parents, wary. 

(8/19, story 4, 2:05, Holt, 7.39M) that “the future of K-12 
education is up in the air, especially with new reports out of France where dozens of new coronavirus cases 


Gabe Gutierrez reported on NBC Nightly News 


have been linked to possible classroom exposure shortly after schools there reopened.” In Minnesota and Texas, 
school districts “will be allowed fo reopen for in-person classes this summer. Kansas is planning to restart them 
in August.” Gutierrez added, “Some states are considering whether to siart the fall semester early to catch kids 
up. One lawmaker in Maryland is floating around the idea of year-round schooling.” On Tuesday, “New York City 
announced plans for virtual summer school.” 


Poll: Plurality Of Voters Oppose Autumnal Reopening Of K-12 Schools. 


Politico (5/19, Perez, 4.29M) reports a POLITICO/Morning Consult online poll of close to 2,000 registered voters 
conducted from May 15-18 (+ /-2%) found that 41 percent of respondents “said it’s a bad idea to reopen K-12 
schoois in the fall,” opposing “President Donald Trump’s push for U.S. elementary and high schools” to restari 
then, while only “about a third of voters think ifs a good idea for children to resume in-person classes or go back 
to child care.” AHhough just 16 percent of respondents believe online instruction has been “very effective” for 
students, “43 percent think computerized courses have been ‘somewhat effective,” while just “28 percent of 
voters think virtual classes have been somewhat or very ineffective.” 


Column: Americans’ Push Against Lockdowns Helping US Win Contest With China Over 
COVID-19 Response. 


Holman W. Jenkins, Jr., ina column in the Wall Street Journal (5/19, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), defends 
Presideni Trump’s handling of the pandemic, and casis it as a competition between China and the US, declaring 
China a loser while the US is winning. He argues the US is succeeding due io citizens rising up against 
lockdowns and creating an accommodation with COVID-19. 


Former NY Lt. Gov.: Infection Control In Nursing Homes Most Effective Way To Prevent 
COVID-19 Deaths. 


Former New York Lieutenant Gov. Betsy McCaughey (R), in an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal (5/19, 
Subscription Publication, 7.57M), writes that at least half of states’ COVID-19 deaths are in nursing homes. 
McCaughey lamenis that not addressing nursing homes was a lost opportunity to fight the pandemic, and the 
best way to save lives is to improve nursing homes’ infection control and furnish them with PPE. 


CDC Offers Guidelines For Transit Systems Amid Pandemic. 
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The Washington Post (5/19, George, 14.2M) reports that in the 60 pages of White House guidelines released as 
part of President Trump's coronavirus recovery plan are Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommendations “to help transit agencies resume and ramp up service amid the pandemic.” The Posi adds, 
“Most transit agencies are already following many of the White House’s recommendations, such as cleaning 
high-touch areas frequently and bus and train operator compartments afier every shift.” Other guidelines include 
using decals or colored tape “to help riders keep their distances,” allowing telework as possible, keeping 
“workers with health conditions who are ai risk of developing complications from covid-19" fram the froni lines, 
and checking employees’ health daily. Some “recommendations are new to public transportation and have not 
been widely adopted,” such as ensuring “passengers can wash their hands in train and bus stations and have 
access to hand sanitizer,” touch-free fare payment systems, touchless trash cans and doors, and closing “areas 
where there may have been exposed customers or employees’ for 24 hours prior to cleaning. 


Wisconsin’s In-Person Primaries Tied To “Large” Spread Of Novel Coronavirus, Study 
Indicates. 


Forbes (5/19, Reimann, 9.71M) reports “Wisconsin's controversial decision to hold...in-person primaries on April 
7 led to a ‘large’ spread of coronavirus, a study has found, while in-person voting resumed this week [in] Georgia 
~ the largest state to hold in-person voting since widespread social distancing restrictions were put in place in 
March.” The study, which was “conducted by economists at The University of Wisconsin and Ball State 
University, found a ‘statistically and economically significant association’ between in-person voting and the 
spread of Covid-19 weeks after the election.” Contact tracing “by the Wisconsin Department of Health tied 52 
cases back to people who either voted or had worked at polls on April 7, though the researchers said the state’s 
investigation was ‘not comprehensive’ and their study showed a ‘much larger potential relationship.” 


Number Of Deaths Tied To COVID-19 In Michigan Now Exceeds 5,000. 


The AP (5/19) reports “the number of Michigan deaths frorm COVID-19 crossed 5,000, the state health 
department reported Tuesday.” The state's “death toll rose by 102 to 5,017, although 43 of the newly recorded 
deaths could have occurred days or weeks ago.” Meanwhile, the amount “of new coronavirus infections rose less 
than 1% statewide to 52,350. More than 28,000 people have recovered since March.” 

The Detroit Free Press (5/19, Jackson, 1.52M) reporis that “statewide, the average age of people who've 
died from the coronavirus is 75.3 years old, as of Tuesday.” Those who have “died ranged from 5 to 107 years 
aid.” 


Minnesota Nursing Homes Admitting Patients With Coronavirus Who Have Been 
Discharged From Hospitals With “Little” Oversight. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/19, Serres, 1.04M) reports that “despite the devastating death toll, Minnesota 
nursing homes continue to admit coronavirus patients who’ve been discharged from hospitals with little state 
oversight.” The state’s “hospitals have...discharged dozens of infected patients to nursing homes, including 
facilities that have undergone large and deadly outbreaks of the disease, state records show.” However, “that 
practice is drawing strong opposition from some lawmakers, residents’ families and health waichdogs, who warn 
that such transfers endanger residenis of senior homes that are understaffed and ill-equipped to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.” 
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Pennsylvania Releases Resident, Staff Coronavirus Case Counts At Long-Term Care 
Facilities. 


The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (5/19, Guza, Lee, Cholodofsky, Varine, 380K) reports Brighton Rehab “has the 
most coronavirus cases and deaths of any long-term care home in the state, according to detailed data released 
Tuesday by the Pennsylvania Department of Health, making it one of the starkest examples of the struggle to 
contain the virus in those types of settings.” Out “of the approximately 470 residents at the Beaver County facility, 
more than three-quarters of them have tested positive.” The state’s health depariment “released resident and 
employee case counts as well as the death tolls for each long-term care facility that has at least one case.” 


Hospitals In Imperial County, California Close Doors To New Patients With Coronavirus. 


Reuters (5/19, Gorman} reports “the only two hospitals in Southern California’s rural Imperial County were forced 
to close their doors to new coronavirus patients on Tuesday, after admitting scores believed stricken with the 
virus from across the border in Mexico, officials said.” The uptick “in patients consisted of U.S. citizens who live 
in Mexicali, capital of the Mexican state of Baja California, and were turned away from hospitals overrun with 
coronavirus cases there, said Dr. Adolphe Edward, chief executive officer of the El Centro Regional Medical 
Center.” Both haspitals’ emergency rooms “have imposed a ‘divert’ order requiring any additional COVID-19 
cases be redirected to other medical facilities in the region, he said.” 


AP Highlights Coronavirus Outbreak That Has “Paralyzed” Gallup, New Mexico. 


The AP (5/19, Lee} reports on a coronavirus “outbreak seeded ai the Na’Nizhoozhi Center” which “would 
combine with the smail, local hospital’s ill-fated staffing decisions and its well-intentioned but potentially 
overambitious treatment plans to create a perfect storm that has overwhelmed doctors and nurses and 
paralyzed” Gallup, New Mexico. Overall, “22 people infected with the coronavirus were transferred from the 
detox center to Rehoboth McKinley Christian Hospital, the only acute care medical center for the general public 
within 110 miles (180 kilometers) of Gallup.” Out “of about 500 medical and support staff, at least 32 hospital 
workers have become infected, and doctors and nurses say that they all live with the fear of spreading the virus 
to their colleagues and relatives.” 


Navajo Nation Has Surpassed New York, New Jersey With Most Coronavirus Infections Per 
Capita. 

Forbes (5/19, Sternlicht, 9.71M) reports “Navajo Nation, which extends through Arizona, New Mexico and Utah 
and is home io over 173,000 Native Americans who operate under their own tribal governance, has surpassed 
New York and New Jersey with most infections per capita.” The nation “has 4,071 coronavirus cases and 142 
deaths as of Monday, meaning the disease has penetrated 2.3% of the population, compared to New York’s 
1.8% penetration rate, according to CNN.” These daia “indicate that Navajo Nation has had more coronavirus 
fatalities than 13 states; this is in part due to lacking hospital infrastructure.” 


Study Projects Tripling Of US COVID-19 Deaths By Year’s End. 


The Hill (5/49, Wilson, 2.98M) reports that a new study published in Health Affairs “suggests the number of 
Americans who will die afer contracting the novel coronavirus is likely to more than triple by the end of the year, 
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even if current social-distancing habits continue for months on end.” The study, conducted by the Comparative 
Health Outcomes, Policy and Economics Institute at the University of Washington’s School of Pharmacy, “found 
that 1.3 percent of those who show symptoms of the COVID-19 disease caused by the virus die, an infection 
fatality rate that is 13 times higher than a bad influenza season.” Anirban Basu, a health economist at the 
University of Washington who authored the study, found “if the infection fatality rate is accurate, and if the 
coronavirus continues spreading at current rates even before most states open their economies and relax social- 
distancing restrictions, the COVID-19 disease could claim between 350,000 and 1.2 million American lives by the 
end of this year.” 


Statistics Indicate Coronavirus Cases Peaked In US In April. 


The Washington Times (3/19, Scarborough, 492K) reports thai statistics indicate COVID-19 cases peaked in the 
US last month. An analysis of numbers tabulated by Johns Hopkins University found that the “rate of increase for 
new confirmed cases has stayed below 2 percent for the pasi nine days. ... New case growth has stayed below 
three percent for 22 of [the] last 23 days after averaging over 5 percent in early to mid-April.” For the first time in 
at least 50 days, “the number of reported daily deaths has dropped below 1,000 for two days in a row.” 


DHS IG Tells Senate Democrats He Will Investigate Coronavirus Cases At ICE Detention 
Centers. 


The Hill (5/79, Johnson, 2.98M) reports “the inspector general (1G) for the Department of... Homeland Security 
penned a letter to Senate Democrats Tuesday, informing them that he would open a requested investigation into 
coronavirus cases at Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention centers.” Joseph Cuffan wrote, “We 
are planning a review of ICE’s efforts to prevent and mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in its facilities. ... The 
objective of our planned review is to determine whether iCE Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) 
effectively managed the crisis at its detention facilities and adequately safeguarded the health and safety of both 
detainees in their custody and their staff.” 


New Jersey Lowers Amount Of Coronavirus Fatalities At Long-Term Care Facilities By 
About 1,400. 


Politico (6/19, Maldonado, 4.29M) reports “New Jersey on Tuesday lowered the number of reported coronavirus- 
related deaths at the state’s long-term care facilities by about 1,400, after health officials determined those 
residents had not received a lab-confirmed diagnosis for Covid-19 before they died.” New Jersey “will now report 
only lab-confirmed Covid-19 deaths occurring at long-term care facilities.” As of Tuesday, Politico says, “that 
number was 4,295, down from nearly 5,700 on Monday.” 


CDC Report Links Cluster Of Coronavirus Cases In Arkansas To Church Pastor, Wife. 


CNBC (5/19, Feuer, 3.62M) reporis the CDC “tracked a cluster of coronavirus cases in rural Arkansas back to a 
church pastor and his wife, indicating that faith-based organizations and evenis could be sources of Covid-19 
transmission, according to a new study published Tuesday.” The researchers said, “This outbreak highlights the 
poteniial for widespread transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the virus thai causes COVID-19, both at group gatherings 
during church events and within the broader community. ... Faith-based organizations that are operating or 


GADB0000003417 


planning to resume in-person operations, including regular services, funerals, or other events, should be aware 
of the potential for high rates of transmission of SARS-CoV-2." 

Forbes (5/19, Voyiko, 9.71M) reports the CDC “study released Tuesday found that 38% of 92 attendees at 
events held at an Arkansas church in early March tested positive for Covid-19, underscoring the risks of public 
gatherings as states reopen.” According to the CDC “study, 35 of the atiendees tested positive for Covid-719, 
while three died; another 26 cases and one additional death were linked to the church’s outbreak.” 

The Hill (5/19, Hellmann, 2.98M) says “the CDC report indicates the pastor and his wife were likely infected 
by COVID-19 while attending church evenis the previous week, including one for children that spanned three 
days.” Two people “attended the children’s event while experiencing symptoms and are thought to be the primary 
sources of infection at the church.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are Newsweek (5/19, impelli, 1.53M), the New York Post 
(5/19, Lapin, 4.87M) and the New York Daily News (5/19, Assuncdo, 2.52). 


Trump Can Waive FEMA Rule Limiting Amount Of Money States Can Be Repaid For 
Coronavirus Efforts. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Levy, Pulliam, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports states are likely to ask the 
US government to reimburse them for money they spent to battle the coronavirus. President Trump is expected 
to decide if costs will be reimbursed entirely. States have urged FEMA to waive a limit on reimbursement, and 
Trump can waive that limit. 


DHS Watchdog Investigating How FEMA Responded To Pandemic. 


Axios (5/19, Rurnmier, 527K) reports “the Depariment of Homeland Security's watchdog has launched a new 
investigation into how FEMA coordinated with federal agencies to prepare for —- and respond io — the coronavirus 
pandemic.” FEMA is in charge of “distributing vital medical supplies and protective equipment across the couniry 
to fight the pandemic.” However, “when procuring supplies, inexperienced volunteers recruited by Jared Kushner 
have reportedly been tasked with choosing where supplies should go, per the New York Times.” 


Opinion: US Military Has Risen To Meet The Pandemic’s Challenges. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Times (5/18, 492K), Don Loren, former deputy assistant secretary of 
Defense for Homeland Security Integration, writes that “America’s men and women in uniform are playing a 
critical role alongside the nation’s health care professionals in our ongoing fight against the deadly coronavirus 
pandemic — and the recent strengthening of the U.S. military is one of the main reasons they've been able to 
respond so quickly and effectively.” Loren says that “even though this threat is different from others thal we've 
seen in the past, the U.S. military rose to the challenge.” He concludes, “Nobody could have predicted that we 
would need to call upon the armed forces to help us in this way — that’s why the commander-in-chief wisely made 
sure they are prepared and ready for a wide range of contingencies, including a deadly pandemic.” 


Commentary Questions If Trump Is Lying About Pandemic, Or If He Does Not Understand It. 


In an opinion piece for The Atlantic (5/19, 3.47M), staff writer Conor Friedersdorf says President “Trump has 
uttered a striking number of false claims about the coronavirus pandemic.” Critics of the President “cite those 
falsehoods and many others as evidence that the president is lying.” Friedersdorf asks, “But what if Trump isn’t 
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lying? Americans ought to consider an alternative explanation for the presideni’s many untruths: He does not 
grasp the most basic aspects of the public-health crisis.” Friedersdorf concludes, “Is he fit to preside over the 
high-stakes effort to secure and roll oul a vaccine? The many failures of undersianding implied by his statements 
suggest that he is not.” 


Trump Reportedly Told Republican Senators He Opposes Extension Of Unemployment 
Insurance Boost. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Kim, 14.2M) reporis President Trump “privately expressed opposition to extending a 
weekly $600 boost in unemployment insurance for laid-off workers affected by the coronavirus pandemic” during 
a lunch with Republican senators on Capitol Hill Tuesday, according to “three officials familiar with his remarks. 
... The increased unemployment benefits — paid by the federal government but administered through individual 
states — were enacted earlier this year as part of a broader $2 trillion relief package passed by Congress.” 


WSJournal Welcomes Decision To Probe WHO’s Pandemic Response. 


In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (5/19, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) welcomes the World Health 
Assembly's decision this week to probe the WHO's handling of the pandemic and urges it to be impartial. 


Texas Governor Reopens Daycare Centers, Says Bars Can Partially Reopen By Week’s End. 


The Dallas Morning News (5/18, Garrett, Morris, Barragan, 946K) reported Texas “Gov. Greg Abbott (R} 
announced on Monday the immediate reopening of daycare centers and said that bars and other entertainment 
venues will be able to partially reopen by the end of the week, when restaurants can also begin allowing more 
customers inside.” The piece said thai “with bars opening at 25% capacity, restaurants may move to 50% 
capacity.” Along with “bars, bingo parlors, bowling alleys, rodeos and aquariums also can open on Friday.” 


Number Of Patients With Coronavirus In Critical Care In New Jersey Falls Below 1,000; 
Pennsylvania Governor Clears In-Person Activity For Real Estate Industry. 


The Inquirer (PA) (5/19, McDaniel, McCarthy, Verma, 347) reports “the number of New Jersey coronavirus 
patients in critical care dropped below 1,000 for the first time since early April, and progress in slowing the 
spread of the virus also strengthened in Pennsylvania, where Gov. Tom Wolf (D) cleared the real estate industry 
to resume in-person activity statewide, including in counties that have not yet moved into the first phase of 
reopening.” Furthermore, Pennsylvania “revealed new data Tuesday on coronavirus cases and deaths in long- 
term-care facilities, and reported the state’s first confirmed pediatric death.” 


Closed Businesses In Milwaukee County Allowed To Reopen This Week. 


The Milwaukee Business Journal (5/19, Lesk, Subscription Publication, 870K) reports “all closed businesses in 
suburban Milwaukee County will be allowed to open after the local health departments’ order expires Thursday 
night.” Health authorities “are in alignment to move on to the next phase of reopening the local economy, 
according to a news release issued Tuesday afternoon.” The next phase permits “all the remaining businesses in 
the suburbs of the county fo reopen while following a ‘Suburban Milwaukee County Safe Opening Capacity 
Guidance’ chart.” 
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North Carolina May Allow Restaurants, Bars To Reopen This Weekend. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (5/19, Jackson, 425K) reports “North Carolina could allow restaurants and 
bars to reopen this weekend after being closed for more than two months.” The state’s “Restaurant and Lodging 
Association emailed its members Tuesday afternoon, saying that under Gov. Roy Cooper's (D) opening plan, 
restaurants and bars will be allowed to offer dine-in service at 50% capacity.” The guidelines mandate 
restaurants “keep their capacity ai 50% or less of any fire code limit for the space. If there’s no fire code limit, 
restaurants and bars can have 12 people per 1,000 square feet of space.” 


Atlanta Mayor Says Georgia’s Reopening Is Not “As Bad” As She Originally Thought. 


Fox News (5/19, Casiano, 27.59M) reports “Allanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms said Monday that Georgia 
Gov. Brian Kemp’s (R) move to reopen the state’s economy has not been ‘as bad’ as she first thought.” Bottoms 
“made an appearance on MSNBC when she was asked if she was wrong to initially criticize Kemp’s decision.” 
Bottom said, “Weill, what | can say...is is not as bad as | thought that it would be. ... So, | am pleased about that, 
but I still think it's foo soon fo say.” 


Editorial: Michigan Governor Must End “Disastrous” Nursing Home Policy Amid Pandemic. 


in an editorial, the Detroit News (5/20, 825K) says “Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) must reverse course on her 
executive order that is placing Michigan’s most vulnerable seniors at risk. It’s a matter of life and death.” In the 
middie of April, “Whitmer issued an executive order that ullimately instructed many of the state’s nursing hornes 
to accept COVID-19 patients. That put other residents in jeopardy, and may well have contributed to the high 
death rate in Michigan nursing homes.” The paper says “Whitmer needs to end this disastrous order today.” 


Texas Legislators Questioning Contract Putting “Little-Known” Company In Charge Of 
State’s Contact Tracing Effort. 


The Houston Chronicle (5/19, Root, Blackman, 730K) reports “Texas lawmakers are questioning the hastily- 
awarded, multi-million dollar contract that put a little-known company in charge of the state’s effort to track down 
people who may be infected with the coronavirus.” Last weekend, “Hearst Newspapers reporied... Texas will give 
MTX Group up to $295 million over a 27-month period to hire contact tracers and create a call center to find 
people who were exposed to the virus.” Lawmakers “from both parties say they were caughi off guard by the 
contract award and questioned whether it was an appropriate use of federal dollars.” 


Oregon Supreme Court Stays Judge’s Ruling That Ends Coronavirus Restrictions. 


The AP (5/19, Flaccus, Selsky) reporis “the Oregon Supreme Court halted a rural judge’s order which had tossed 
out statewide coronavirus restrictions imposed by” Gov. Kate Brown (D) “in a case brought by churches arquing 
the Democrat exceeded her authority.” Baker County Circuit Judge Matthew Shiricliff “had ruled that Brown erred 
by not seeking the Legisiature’s approval to extend the stay-at-home orders beyond a 28-day limit.” The state 
Supreme Court's “late Monday decision stays Shirtcliffs decree pending review by all the high court justices.” 


Pfizer Hopes To Have 10 Million Vaccine Doses Available By Year’s End. 
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ABC World News Tonight = (5/19, story 2, 1:30, Muir, 8.47M) reported that in “the race to find a vaccine to 
prevent the spread” of coronavirus, Pfizer “is running Operation Light Speed. Phase one and phase iwo trials 
under way simultaneously. 330 people getting the experimental vaccine at the University of Maryland, NYU, and 
in Germany.” Chaz Caliiri, Operations VP, Global Sterile Injectables, Pfizer: “We're just throwing everything we 
have ai it fo make it happen. ... The goal is to have 10 million doses available commercially by year end.” ABC 
added that in 2021, “they hope to manufacture 200 million doses.” 


Experts Say Hydroxychloroquine Is “Useless” For Treating, Reducing Risk Of Novel 
Coronavirus. 


USA Today (3/19, Weintraub, 10.31M) reports, that experis on Tuesday cautioned against taking anti-malaria 
drug hydroxychioroquine io treat and reduce the risk of novel coronavirus infection as President Trump said he 
does on Monday. Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center Infectious Disease Specialist Otte Yang said, “The 
sense of most of my colleagues is that hydroxychloroquine is useless.” Furthermore, “the drug can cause side 
effects such as diarrhea and eye problems that could be confused with COVID-19 and might add to a patient's 
anxiety, said” American College of Physicians President Jacqueline Fincher. 


Opinion: U.S. Should Lead Coordinated Global Effort Against COVID-19 Pandemic. 


In an opinion in Bloomberg (8/19, 4.73M), Mark Gongloff writes that the U.S. could avoid having China win the 
race to make the first proven novel coronavirus vaccine and pushing the U.S. “to the back of the line for it” by 
“eading a coordinated globai effort against what is, after all, a global pandemic, writes Bloomberg’s editorial 
board.” Gongloff says, “Maybe an American company will make the first vaccine; Moderna Inc. of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, yesterday sent a jolt through the stock market by claiming successful early results in a very small 
trial.” However, Gongloff adds, “Getting from such a point to a proven effective and safe vaccine will take a long 
time, warns Max Nisen.” 


Antibody From Recovered SARS Patient Inhibits COVID-19, Study Suggests. 


Fox News (5/19, Ciaccia, 27.59M) reports new research indicates “that a person who recovered from SARS 17 
years ago has an antibody that inhibits COVID-19." The antibody “is ‘particularly potent’ ai targeting and 
disabling the spike protein in SARS-CoV-2, according to a statement from the University of Washington, which 
was involved in the research.” Vir Biotechnology is now fast-tracking the antibody for development and testing. 
The findings have been published in the scientific journal Nature. 


Opinion: Moderna’s Stock Offering Is Maybe The Best Timed Ever. 


Matt Levine writes in Bloomberg Opinion (5/19) that “Moderna Inc. plans to raise as much as $1.3 billion through 
a sale of shares to fund manufacturing of a coronavirus vaccine seen as one of the frontrunners in the race for 
immunization against the widening pandemic.” Levine says shares in Moderna “jumped 20% on Monday after the 
company revealed positive early results from its experimental vaccine for Covid-19, capping off a 309% rally this 
year.” Levine add that this is “maybe the best timed stock offering” has ever seen. 


Column: Moderna’s Vaccine Results Raised The Value Of Its Shares Just In Time For An 
Offering. 
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In his column in the Los Angeles Times (5/19, 4.64M), Michael Hiltzik writes, “The announcement Monday by 
Moderna inc. of preliminary — very preliminary — resulls from lis trial of a possible COVID-19 vaccine seemed at 
the time to reflect a global thirsi for any potentially positive news in the fight against the pandemic.” However, 
Hiltzik says, “On the heels of the vaccine announcement, the Cambridge, Mass., biotech firm announced the sale 
of 17.6 million new shares at a price of $76 each.” Hiltzik adds that its pertinent to ask “why Moderna chose to 
release resulis from its vaccine trial Monday” especially “because the announced results were arguably 
premature.” 


Opinion: Trump Looks For Potential COVID-19 Vaccine To Miraculously End Pandemic. 


In an opinion in the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M), Paul Waldman writes, “If you thought it was frustrating up 
until now listening to President Trump play dingbat armchair scientist on TV over the coronavirus pandemic, just 
wait until we get to the vaccine wars.” Waldman adds that Trump “looks ai the possibility of a vaccine and sees 
what he has wanied all along: a miracle, one that will end the pandernic without him actually having to do much.” 


Some Healthcare Facilities Have Seen Fewer Coronavirus Cases Than They Had Expected. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Carlton, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports dozens of healthcare facilities 
throughout the US prepared for an onslaught of COVID-19 cases, but have seen fewer than they anticipated. 
According to the AHA, the preparations and canceled procedures have cost about $202.6 billion. 


Opinion: Adequate Staffing Makes “Vital Difference” In Severe COVID-19 Recovery Rates. 


Registered Nurse Emily Willams writes in STAT’s (5/19, 24K) “First Opinion” on her experience as a nurse in 
New York City during the coronavirus pandemic. She argues that her facility’s “staffing ratio has made a vital 
difference” in its remarkable recovery rate for COVID-19 patients placed on ventilators. “In other hospitals, the 
unprecedented volume of patients and shoriage of staff have meant that nurses are caring for as many as four 
ICU patients at a time,” while her facility had each nurse caring for “one patient, at most two.” As a result, they 
had enough time to properly care for the patients and have removed “18 patients with severe Covid-19 from their 
ventilators” without a single death. 


Community Health Centers Being Forced To Close As Visits Decline During Coronavirus 
Pandemic. 


NPR (5/19, Pefaloza, 3.12M) reports “patients who fear deportation or infection are forcing many [community 
health] centers to close” amid the coronavirus pandemic. Health officials worry the local populations “aren't 
getting proper health care and testing, may be unable to quarantine themselves and could coniribute to 
spreading the coronavirus to the wider population.” Of the “1,400 health center organizations across 14,000 
locations in rural and urban areas,” nearly “2,000 sites have shut down since the pandemic hit.” What’s more, 
shori-term funding for the centers “expires on Nov. 30, unless Congress acts” and the facilities are “projected to 
lose about $7.6 billion between April and September.” 


Physician Assistant Pay Topped $113K Prior To Pandemic-Related Cuts. 


Forbes (5/19, Japsen, 9.71M} reports certified physician assistants “earned an average salary of $113,186 in 
2019...an increase of more than 2% from $110, 567 In 2018 and up 15% in the past six years,” according to data 
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from the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants. However, the American Academy of PAs 
on Tuesday said that nearly 60 percent of PAs have seen a reduction in hours, 30 percent have seen a pay cut, 
22 percent have been furloughed and nearly 4 percent have been terminated as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic. As a result, “the 2020 financial picture for PAs, who number more than 140,000 across the ULS., is 
likely going to be different when next year’s report comes out.” 


Organ Donations Drop Significantly Amid Coronavirus Restrictions. 


Forbes (5/19, Beer, 9.71M) reports that because traffic accident deaths are “decreasing nationwide amid 
restrictions on movement to curtail the spread of coronavirus, and more victims of strokes and heart attacks 
dying at home as opposed to in hospitals, organ donations have decreased significantly.” From March through 
April, “the number of organ donors who died in traffic collisions was down 23% nationwide compared with the 
same period last year, while the number of donors resulting from all other types of accidents was down 21%.” 
What's more, “most hospitals canceled non-critical procedures, including virtually all organ transplants from living 
donors,” amid preparations for the pandemic. 


During Pandemic, Cancer Treatments Have Been Delayed, Screenings Have Gone Down. 


NPR (5/19, Noguchi, 3.12M) reports, “COVID-719 has taken the medical focus away from many other serious 
diseases, including cancer.” The American Cancer Society says “more than a quarter of patients with active 
cancer are reporting delays in treatment.” Furthermore, “cancer screenings are down, meaning many conditions 
will worsen while the health system diverts to fight the virus.” 


National Nurses United Director: US Must Fundamentally Shift Healthcare Away From Profit 
Motive. 


Washington Post Magazine (5/15, Ottesen, 13.17M) features an interview with National Nurses United director 
Bonnie Castillo on the healthcare industry's response to the coronavirus pandemic. Castillo criticizes the “profit- 
driven healthcare system,” arguing that delays in securing adequate amounts of protective equipment were due 
to staff being seen as “expendable.” Castillo adds that leadership failures have started at the “federal level...And 
it has rippled down,” and calls for a “fundamental structural change in the delivery of health care” away from 
“maximizing profits for the shareholders.” 


New York Pilot Program To Allow Hospital Visitors At 16 Facilities. 

The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Passy, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
on Tuesday announced a two-week pilot program that will allow patient visitors at 16 hospitals throughout the 
state. Officials and industry representatives praised the move, and said they hoped it could be extended after the 
pilot phase. 


Opinion: Hospice Perspective May Help Clinicians Cope With Stress Of COVID-19 Patient 
Deaths. 


Nurse and author Theresa Brown writes at the New York Times (5/19, Brown, 18.67M) that “untenable” 
conditions at hospitals treating COVID-19 patients “amount to a staggering burden for doctors, nurses and health 
workers of all kinds whose deeply ingrained duty is to save the lives of their patients.” She warns that “many will 
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likely end up with PTSD,” and expiains that it is “too much to feel responsible for so many imperiled lives, day 
after day, to rub up against one of the most challenging and often unacknowledged paradoxes of modern health 
care: Even though we work very hard to heal people, sometimes they still die.” Instead, she suggests that 
“clinicians might more easily make peace with” the deaths of their patients “by viewing them through a hospice 
liens,” where providers hope to give patients “the best life possible for as long as possibile.” 


Study: At Two New York Hospitals, Most Elderly COVID-19 Patients On Ventilators Did Not 
Survive. 


The Washington Post (8/19, Achenbach, Cha, 14.2M) reports that a study published Tuesday in the Lancet 
found that “most elderly covid-19 patients put on ventilators at two New York hospitals did not survive.” The study 
“is broadly consistent with clinical findings from China and Europe, and confirmed that advanced age is the 
greatesi risk factor for a severe outcome, particularly if accompanied by chronic underlying diseases, such as 
hypertension, diabetes, heart disease and obesity.” The research “focused on 257 critically ill adults, 
representing a little under one-quarter of the confirmed covid-19 patients admitted at the two hospitals in 
northern Manhattan between March 2 and April 1.” 39 percent of the studied patients “died by April 28, and 37 
percent remained hospitalized.” 


Asian American Healthcare Workers Report Increase In Bigoted Incidents. 


On its front page, the Washington Post (5/19, A1, Jan, 14.2M) reports that Asian American healthcare workers 
across the country “have reported a rise in bigoted incidents.” Asian Americans “have experienced a sharp 
increase in racist verbal abuse and physical attacks during the pandemic, with the FB] warning of a potential 
surge in hate crimes against Asians as the coronavirus death toll mounts and stay-at-home orders are lifted. ... 
Some academic experts on race say President Trump’s rhetoric around the virus and China has contributed to 
the rise in racial harassment.” 


MedStar Washington Hospital Center Employee Claims She Was Fired For “Whistleblower” 
Tweets. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Swenson, 14.2M)} reports a former MedSiar Washington Hospilal Center employee 
Sarah Cusick “claims she was fired for raising red flags on social media about what she contends were a lack of 
safely precautions by the hospital against the spread of the novel coronavirus” in a lawsuit filed Friday in the D.C. 
Superior Court. Atlorney Lynne Bernabel told the Post that “essentially this is a whistleblower’s claim.” 


Minnesota Nurses Warn COVID-19 Resurgence May Strain PPE Supplies. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/19, Olson, 1.04M) reporis Minnesota nurses “testified to a state House 
committee on Tuesday, and planned a protest march to the Capitol Wednesday night to highlight safety risks of 
using masks, gowns and other personal protective equipment (PPE) beyond their shelf lives and safety 
guidelines.” The state’s stay-al-home order ended Monday, renewing “nurses’ concerns that a return to normal 
life and regular face-to-face contact will cause a surge of COVID-19 infections that will exhaust PPE supplies.” 
However, the Star Tribune says the “state’s PPE stockpile has siabilized with rising levels of supplies available 
far hospitals or other medical providers when they start to run out.” 
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More States Lift Coronavirus Restrictions As Confirmed US Cases Increase, Government 
Tensions Heighten. 


ABC World News Tonigh Ei (5/19, story 5, 1:45, Muir, 8.47M) reported that by Wednesday, all 50 states will 
have eased lockdown orders. ABC Correspondent Eva Pilgrim reported, “With Connecticut beginning phase one 
plans, every state in the country is now in some level of reopening.” Pilgrim added that “Georgia, one of the first 
in the country to reopen,” Is “facing intense criticism” over its reopening. 

The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Hua, Bender, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports states have Iifted 
more coronavirus restriciions as confirmed cases in the US topped 1.5 million and as tensions over government 
responses to the pandemic heightened. Specifically, the Journal highlights the tensions between the US and 
China over the handling of the pandemic. 


Washington AG Suing Two Gyms For Staying Open In Violation Of Stay-At-Home Order. 


The AP (5/19, Johnson) reports that on Tuesday, Washington Attorney General Bob Ferguson said he is suing 
gyms Fitness 101 Tearn Puyallup and Power Alley Fitness for remaining open in violation of the state’s stay-at- 
home order. Ferguson’s office “sued them in Pierce County and Snohomish County superior courts, respectively, 
but he said that if they close down by Wednesday his office won't seek fines or legal fees.” The AP adds, “The 
attorney general's office alleged that by remaining open, the gyms are endangering public health and engaging 
in unfair business practices because their competitors have followed the state’s rules,” which “violates the state 
Consumer Protection Act, Ferguson said.” 


Only Half Of The 15,000 Hotel Rooms California Leased To Help Homeless Population Amid 
Pandemic Are Occupied, State Data Show. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/19, Smith, Oreskes, 4.64M) reports, “Only about half of the 15,000 hotel and motel 
rooms that California has leased for mostly homeless people to slow the spread of the coronavirus are now 
occupied, a review of state records by The Times shows.” The Times adds that “more than a month into Gov. 
Gavin Newsom's program to get homeless people off the streets,” deerned Project Roomkey, “the occupied 
rooms account for - at most — less than 5% of the 151,000 [homeless] people.” However, the actual number of 
the rooms leased “could be even lower since Newsom's goal also included rooms reserved for people, homeless 
or not, who needed to quarantine or isolate themselves because of the coronavirus.” 


New Hampshire Task Force Introduces Recommendations For Summer Camps, Athletic 
Programs Amid Pandemic. 


The AP (5/19, Rarer) reports, “Children should be allowed to return io camps and athletic programs under strict 
safely measures this summer, according to a task force on reopening New Hampshire’s economy.” The new 
“recommendations sent to public health officials and Gov. Chris Sununu on Tuesday lay out proposed rules for 
day camps, residential camps and outdoor team sports.” For day camps, “the rules call for keeping campers 
outside as much as possible, and separating them into groups that would move about ‘as a self-contained 
bubble.” Regarding sports, the task force suggests two phases in “which team training would be allowed for 
groups of up to 10 people,” then expand to 50 people. 


GADB0000003417 


Rep. Stefanik Calling For Federal Investigation Into New York Governor’s Management Of 
Nursing Homes During Pandemic. 


Fox News (5/19, Musto, 27.59M) reports Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) “has joined a chorus of lawmakers calling 
for an independent federal investigation into Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s management of nursing homes 
and assisied care facilities during the COVID-19 health crisis because she believes the governor mismanaged 
his approach, costing thousands of lives.” During an interview with “Fox & Friends,” Stefanik “charged that 
Cuomo and the state took a ‘number of negative actions’ which resulted in an inability to protect the Empire 
State’s more vulnerable residents.” 

National Review (5/19, McArdle, 731K) reports Stefanik said, “The governor took executive action forcing 
positive COVID cases back into nursing homes. ... There was zero transparency in terms of informing the 
seniors, the workers or the family members, whether there were positive cases.” The National Review adds that 
“any probe of the matter must be ‘independent,’ she stressed, arguing that it should be conducted by the 
Department of Health and Human Services and not by New York Attorney General Letitia James.” 


Virginia Committing $58M In Federal Emergency Aid To Expand Contact Tracing To Contain 
Coronavirus Spread. 


The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (5/19, Martz, 277) reports, “Virginia is committing $58 million in federal 
emergency aid to expand contact tracing of people who test positive for COVID-19 to contain the spread of the 
coronavirus.” The Times-Dispatch adds, “Secretary of Finance Aubrey Layne said he expecis to approve the 
expenditure on Tuesday, using money provided through federal stimulus packages to help states recover from 
the public health and economic crises.” The state’s health department “expects to hire 200 communicable 
disease investigators and 1,000 contact tracers in response to the COV ID-19 crisis, for a total ternporary staff of 
about 1,800.” 


Judge Denies Motion To Release Arkansas Inmates At High Risk For Coronavirus. 


The AP (5/19, DeMillo) reports that on Tuesday, US District Judge Kristine Baker “rejected an effort to require 
Arkansas to release inmates at high risk of coniracting the coronavirus and to take other steps io curb the virus’s 
spread in its prisons.” Baker “denied the motion for preliminary injunction filled by a group of inmates who said the 
state hasn’t done enough to prevent the virus’ spread.” The inmates filed the lawsult “in response to an outbreak 
at one prison, the Cummins Unit, where 951 inmates have tested positive for coronavirus and eight have died 
fram the iiness.” 


Many States Face Accusations Of Manipulating Coronavirus Testing Data. 


The AP (5/19, Smith, Long, and Amy) reports, “Public health officials in some states are being accused of 
bungling infection statistics or even deliberately using a little sleight of hand to make things look better than they 
are.” For example, the AP says that in Texas, Vermont, and Virginia, officials “said they have been combining the 
results of viral tests, which show an active infection, with antibody tests, which show a past infection.” The AP 
adds, “Public health experts say that can make for impressive-looking testing totals bul does noi give a true 
picture of how the virus is spreading.” 
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North Carolina Health Secretary Says Coronavirus Trends Stable Enough To Remove 
Restrictions Friday. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (5/18, Wiseman, Alexander, 425K) reports that while North Carolina 
“reported sharp increases in deaths and hospilalizations due to COVID-19 on Tuesday,” Depariment of Health 
and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen “said the overail trends are stable enough to remove social 
restrictions on Friday.” Dr. Cohen said, “We want to be protecting the public's health as much as possible here. 
... We think we’ve made some decisions in order to do that. As we look at our numbers, we see thern remain 
stable. We believe we can move forward to easing restrictions.” Dr. Cohen’s “assessment came the same day 
the state reported 30 new deaths, increasing that toial to 691, and 74 more hospitalizations.” 

The AP (5/18, Robertson) reports Dr. Cohen, “asked residents on Tuesday to ‘hang in there’ by continuing 
to comply with the governor's COVID-19 business restrictions until they are eased further, possibly later this 
week.” North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper's “current stay-at-home order, which expires late Friday afternoon, 
prevents barber shops and salons, gyms and movie theaters from opening and keeps limiting restaurant sales to 
takeout and delivery transactions only.” 


Ohio National Guard Units To Help With Coronavirus Testing In Nursing Homes, Governor 
Says. 


The AP (5/19, Seewer, Welsh) reports, “Ohio National Guard units will be going to nursing homes this week to 
test for the coronavirus as the death toll continues to climb at a fast pace among long-term care residents, Gov. 
Vike DeWine said Tuesday.” Gov. DeWine “said he'll be asking both the guard and the state’s largest hospitals 
to plich in with testing.” The AP adds, “Fourteen teams of 10 members each will assist the Health Department 
with testing, with teams consisting of medically qualified Ohio Air and Army guard personnel including medics 
and nurses, said Guard spokeswoman Stephanie Beougher.” 


Expert Urges Caution For Reopening Florida As State Surpasses 2,000 Coronavirus Deaths. 


The Palm Beach (FL) Post (5/19, Anderson, 223K) reports, “Florida surpassed 2,000 COVID-19 deaths on 
Tuesday, a milestone that healih experts say should serve as a sobering reminder to exercise caution as the 
state reopens.” Dr. Marissa Levine, “a professor of public health and family medicine at the University of South 
Florida,” said, “As we work to reapen Florida it is critical for us all to remember that we each have a role in 
controlling this pandemic. Our individual and collective actions will determine the course of this pandemic in our 
own communities and will be the key as to whether we experience an even greater spike of disease and death in 
the corning months.” Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis began Iifting the state’s lockdown earlier this month. 


State Data Reveal Nearly 50 Pennsylvania Nursing Homes Have Reported 20 Or More 
Coronavirus-Related Deaths. 


The AP (5/19, Rubinkam) reporis, “Nearly 50 Pennsylvania nursing homes have reported 20 or more deaths 
related to COVID-19, according to partial data released Tuesday by the state Department of Health.” Following 
“weeks of delay, state health officials released a list of 557 long-term care facilities in Pennsylvania reporting 
cases of the novel coronavirus among residenis or staff.” Pennsylvania's “worst nursing home outbreak — and 
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one of the worst nationally — is ai Brighton Rehabilitation and Wellness Center in Beaver County, near the Ohio 
border, where 356 residents and 25 workers have contracted the virus, and 76 have died.” 

Pennsylvania Secretary Of Health Defends New “Universal Testing Strategy” For Long- 
Term Care Factities. NPR (5/19, Doubek, 3.12M) provides excerpts from an interview with Pennsylvania 
Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine on the state’s new plan to test residenis and staff in the state’s long-ierm 
care facilities. Last week, the state’s health department “said it’s ‘executing a robust universal testing strategy’ for 
the more than 80,000 residents and 10,000 staffers at 1,900-plus facilities.” Since “the announcement, some 
long-ierm care facilities have been lefi confused and saying they haven't been given enough guidance.” Dr. 
Levine “responded to crilicism of the plan, telling NPR’s Morming Edition: ‘The plan is an evolution, and we're 
going to be working with each facility io make sure that the testing gets accomplished.” 


Maryland Governor Announces New Steps To Expand Coronavirus Testing. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Schneider, Nirappil, Wiggins, 14.2M) reporis that on Tuesday, Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan “said...people who have been exposed to the novel coronavirus but show no symptoms can get tested ai 
state-run sites, an expansion thai follows complaints from local leaders that a lack of testing has made it more 
difficult to ease shutdown restrictions.” While “hospitalizations and deaths have mostly flattened across 
Maryland, Virginia and the District, dozens of fatalities are still reported each day, including the death over the 
weekend of a 15-year-old girl from Baltimore County.” 

The AP (5/19, Witte} reports Hogan “said drive-thru, appaintment-free testing will begin Thursday at the 
Timonium Fairgrounds in Baltimore County,” along with several other locations. Moreover, Hogan “issued an 
emergency order authorizing the state’s hundreds of licensed pharmacists to directly order and administer 
COVID-19 tests,” allowing “pharmacies to collect specimens for COVID-19 onsite, so long as it is carried out 
safely by qualified personnel according to guidance from the” CDC. 

Newsweek (5/19, Czachor, 1.53M) reports the staie’s “plans to expand testing...were unveiled shortly after 
its Department of Health reported the state’s highest single-day increase in confirmed cases since the 
pandemic’s onset.” Newsweek adds, “It's Tuesday report showed 1,784 cases and 60 deaths in the past 24 
hours,” and “the latest daily case count surpassed Maryland’s previous high of 1,730 single-day diagnoses, 
reported on May 1.” 


Florida Begins “Full Phase 1” Reopening Plan. 


POLITICO New York (8/18, Caputo, Ritchie) reported Florida’s “Full Phase 1’ reopening” that began Monday “is 
an experiment with life-and-death consequences for people, the health of the Florida economy and, potentially, 
President Donald Trurnp’s chances of winning the nation’s biggest swing state and therefore his reelection.” 
Under the “reopening, nonessential businesses can resume operations with proper social distancing 
requirements, cleanliness rules and limited capacity, with hair salons and gyms getting the most attention.” The 
article adds, “Restaurants, currently limited to 25 percent capacity statewide, can now double the number of 
dine-in customers.” Moreover, “theme parks — such as Disney and Universal Studios in the Orlando area — can 
now start submitting plans to begin accepting visitors.” 


New Mexico Governor Defends Coronavirus Response Amid Calls To Lift Restrictions. 
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The AP (5/19) reports that on Tuesday, New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham “defended her response to the 
coronavirus pandemic amid calls by Republican lawmakers who want her to rernove enforced business 
restrictions.” Lujan Grisham “says demands for an immediate, full-scale reopening of the economy are reckless, 
ignore effective health precautions and will only serve to inflame misinformed public opinion and risk further 
illness and likely death.” The governor “says she has outlined a plan to move even those high-risk businesses 
back into operation in the near future based on progress in limiting transmission of the coronavirus.” 


Minnesota Bars, Restaurants To Learn Plans For Reopening Wednesday. 


The AP (5/19, Karnowski) reports, “Minnesota bars and restaurants will learn Wednesday when they might be 
able to reopen for sit-down service under resirictions meant to limit the spread of the coronavirus.” Employment 
and Economic Development Commissioner Steve Grove “tweeted that there would be ‘phased plans’ for bars, 
restaurants and other ‘places of public accommodation’ — a broad term the administration has used to includes 
theaters, sporting venues, museums and other attractions.” Moreover, the “public health factors important in 
reopening decisions include how close people are to each other, how long people are in proximity with each 
other, and whether people can effectively practice social distancing in that setting, Grove tweeted.” 


Officials Say Florida Keys Will Reopen To Visitors June 1. 


The New York Times (5/19, Robles, 18.61M) reported, “After nearly two months with the only access roads 
closed off by checkpoints, the Florida Keys will reopen to visitors on June 14, officials announced Sunday night.” 
The Keys’ isolation measures to prevent the virus’ spread “worked: The Keys have had just 100 Covid-19 cases 
and three deaths, according to data from the Florida Department of Health.” However, “as officials make the 
preparations to take the roadblocks down and open a tourist town to tourists, there is little agreement on what is 
the best course.” The Times adds, “Critics worry thai the consequences will be severe; others say the economic 
price paid has already been too high.” 


Health Official Says LA County Will Pay Attention To Data, Science To Reopen By July 4. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/19, Shalby, Lin, Dolan, Parvini, 4.64M) reports, “Los Angeles County officials’ newest 
goal is to more fully reopen the economy by July 4, officials said Tuesday.” The goal “is to safely reopen retail 
businesses, restaurants and malis,” however, “getting there will be slaw going.” Los Angeles County Public 
Heaith Director Barbara Ferrer said, “We have to do a lot of things right so we can actually get fo that date. ... | 
think the reality is that we are going to really aim together to get there as quickly as possible, but we're going to 
pay attention to the data and science.” 


Mississippi Governor Issues Guidelines For Places Of Worship To Resume In-Person 
Services. 


The AP (5/19, Pettus) reporis that on Tuesday, Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves “issued guidelines for churches 
and other places of worship to reopen for in-person services during the coronavirus pandemic, with an emphasis 
on keeping spaces clean and maintaining distance between people.” Among the suggestions included in the 
“guidelines: Have multiple services rather than a single service so people will have a chance to spread outin a 
sanctuary; encourage people to wear masks that cover the mouth and nose, even during worship; discourage 
hugging and handshakes; minimize the sharing of food and drinks; replace choirs with solo singers.” 
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Thermo Fisher Scientific Wins US Contract To Produce Test Tubes For Coronavirus 
Samples. 


FiercePharma (5/18, Blankenship) reporis that “CDMO Thermo Fisher Scientific has scored a U.S. contract to 
help produce a key tool for” increased coronavirus testing. Thermo Fisher “has won a contract with the US. 
government to produce viral transport media (VTM)} tubes to carry COVID-19 test samples to laboratories, the 
company said Monday.” The company “has expanded its manufacturing capacity to 1 million media-filled tubes 
per week to meet increased demand for COVID-19 testing, the company said, including the new U.S. contract.” 
The article adds that the company “received an FDA emergency authorization for its PCR-based test kit In mid- 
March.” 


Experts Say Increase In Postmortem COVID-19 Testing May Uncover More About Virus’ 
Spread, True Number Of Deaths. 


Kaiser Health News (5/19, Andrews) reports that “as the crusade to test for the coronavirus and trace cases 
continues, medical examiners and coroners play a vital ~ if often unsung — role” in that “these ‘last responders’ 
are typically called on to investigate and determine the cause of deaths that are unexpected or unnatural, 
including deaths that occur at home.” As the availability of testing equipment increases, “stepping up postmortem 
COVID-19 testing could uncover imporiant clues about the spread of the virus, experts say.” Moreover, “an 
increase in postmortem testing is likely to pul coroners and medical examiners in the middie of a debaie heating 
up about the true number of COVID-19 casualties.” 


Professional Sports Working To Develop Coronavirus Testing Approach In Order To 
Resume. 


The AP (5/19, Long) reporis, “There is no universal playbook for coronavirus testing in professional sporis,” but 
there is “plenty of common ground...which explains why executives and doctors from various leagues have 
consulted with each other while moving closer to at least a partial return to competition amid a pandemic.” The 
AP adds, “League officials essentially are choosing the best option from a list of bad choices, and it comes down 
to how much risk are they willing to take.” The AP then examines several approaches by professional leagues 
worldwide. 


Trump Calls Number Of COVID-19 Cases “A Badge Of Honor” Reflective Of Successful 
Testing. 


Bloomberg (5/19, Fabian, Wingrove, 4.73M) reports President Trump “said it’s ‘a badge of honor’ that the US. 
has more than 1.5 million cases of coronavirus — the highest number of infections globally — saying the total is 
simply a reflection of a successful testing regime.” Trump “told reporters during a cabinet meeting at the White 
House on Tuesday: ‘I’s a great tribute fo the testing and all of the work that a lot of professionals have done.” Ait 
least 91,000 Americans “have died from Covid-19, the disease caused by ithe coronavirus, since February.” 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: CNN (5/19, Carvajal, 83.16M)}, USA Today (5/19, 
Behrmann, 10.31M) and The Hill (5/19, Axelrod, 2.98M). 
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Schumer: Trump’s Rebuke Of WHO, China Could Cause Other Countries To Withhold 
Vaccine. 


Newsweek (5/19, Fearnow, 1.53M) reports that Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schurner (D-NY) “cautioned that 
President Donald Trump’s rebuke of the World Health Organization and other international cooperatives could 
leave the United States empty-handed if another country develops the coronavirus vaccine first.” The senator 
and MSNBC host Joe Scarborough on Tuesday “both expressed concern that Trump’s Monday letter suspending 
contributions to the WHO and his ridicule of China’s health officials is hampering a collaborative worldwide effort 
ta find a vaccine to end the COVID-19 pandemic.” Schumer “warned against Trump’s ‘reckless’ commenis, 
particularly those critical of foreign governments and international science cooperatives like the WHO, noting that 
itis very possible that another country develops the coronavirus vaccine before the U.S.” 


Pence Says He, Unlike Trump, Is Not Taking Hydroxychloroquine To Stave Off COVID-19. 


NBC News (5/19, Gregorian, 6.14M) reports Vice President Mike Pence “said Tuesday he’s not taking 
hydroxychloroquine, an unproven treatment for COVID-19 that President Donald Trump has vigorously promoted 
and claims to be taking himself.” Pence told Fox News: “My physician hasn't recommended that but | wouldn't 
hesitate to take the counsel of my doctor.” Trump “announced Monday that he’s been taking the drug for about 
10 days, despite warnings from the Food and Drug Administration that It can cause potential heart problems and 
initial studies that have shown the antimalarial drug is not an effective treatment for the coronavirus.” 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: CBS News (5/19, Silverstein, 3.68M), CNBC (5/79, 
Breuninger, 3.62M), Fox News (5/19, Phillips, Fisher, 27.59M), The Hill (5/19, Chalfant, 2.98M), Politico (5/19, 
Forgey, 4.29M), Newsweek (3/19, Slisco, 1.53M), and the Washington Examiner (5/19, Yilek, 448K), 


Analysis: Trump’s Poll Numbers On Coronavirus Worse Than 49 Of 50 Governors. 


In an analysis for the Washington Post (5/18, 14.2M)}, Senior Political Reporter Aaron Blake writes, “New polling 
data from SurveyMonkey, which were shared with The Washington Post, show that fully 49 of 50 governors have 
significantly higher approval ratings for their coronavirus responses than Trump does in recent polls.” Blake 
writes, “The numbers reinforce the rallying effect the coronavirus outbreak has creaied among the American 
people — at least when it comes to their governors. They also suggest a more steady, competent response from 
the federal government might have carried significant upside for Trump; instead, he’s stuck at where he almosi 
always has been in polling of his performance: the low-to-mid 40s.” 


Trump To Governors: Feds Will “Step In” If Administration Disagrees With Reopening 
Plans. 


Fox News (5/19, Clson, 27.59M) reports President Trump “told governors on a conference call Monday that he 
‘will step in’ if the federal government disagrees with state reopening plans, as he largely expressed satisfaction 
with how the governors are moving to Iift coronavirus restrictions in their individual states, according to a report.” 
Trump “said to the governors Monday, according to audio of the call obtained by CBS: ‘The governors are 
making their decisions, and want io make their decisions, and that’s the way | want it io, and we will step in if we 
see something going wrong, or if we disagree, and some peaple say that’s nice, and some people say | shouldn’t 
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be doing thal, but we're going to do it if we see something wrong.” The Daily Caller (5/19, Davis, 776K) also 
reports, 


Editorial: Fight Against COVID-19 Will Go Better If America Remembers Where Best 
Interests Lie. 


Bloomberg Opinion (5/19) editorializes, “Ending the Covid-19 pandemic as quickly as possible demands a truly 
global effort. This struggle would go a lot better if the Trump administration could quell its suspicion of 
international cooperation and play its full and proper part.” Bloomberg concludes, “The U.S. long excelled at this 
kind of global diplomacy. Once, it understood that such efforts weren’t just, or even mainly, altruistic. The global 
fight against Covid-19 will go much better if America can recover its forgotten sense of where its own best 
interests lie.” 


National Guard Members Helping States Battle Coronavirus Face “Hard Stop” In June. 


Politico (5/19, Ollstein, 4.29M) reports that more than 40,000 National Guard members “currently helping states 
test residents for the coronavirus and trace the spread of infections will face a ‘hard stop’ on their deploymenis 
on June 24 — just one day shy of many members becoming eligible for key federal benefits, according to a senior 
FEMA official.” The official “outlined the Trump administration’s plans on an interagency call on May 12, an audio 
version of which was obtained by POLITICO.” The official also “acknowledged during the call that the June 24 
deadline means that thousands of members who first deployed in late March will find themselves with only 89 
days of duty credit, one short of the 90-day threshold for qualifying for early retirement and education benefits 
under the Post-9/11 GI bill.” 

Forbes (5/19, Solender, 9.71M) also reports. 


Rep. Kim: Administration Should Put Same Energy Into Public Health As Reopening. 


Politico (5/19, Forgey, 4.29M)} reports Rep. Andy Kim (D-NJ) “said Tuesday he wishes the White House would 
tackle the public health challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic with the same ‘energy’ Trump 
administration officials have exhibited in moving to reopen the national economy.” Kim told Politico, “I think, for 
me, what frustrates me is | share that sentiment of wanting to reopen, ito get Americans back to work as soon as 
possible. And | wish that that energy that the Administration is pushing towards that is the same energy that they 
would bring towards testing and widespread contact tracing and other tools.” 


Survey: Large Numbers Of Independent, GOP Voters Don’t Think US Is Ready For Second 
Virus Wave. 


Newsweek (5/19, Walker, 1.53M) reports that large numbers of Republican and independent voters “believe the 
US. is not prepared to handle the economic and public health impacts of a second wave of coronavirus 
infections,” a survey published by Morning Consult on Monday shows. Among independent voters, “46 percent 
told pollsters they didn’t think the U_S. was prepared to weather the economic shocks of a second wave, 
compared to 27 percent who believed the country was ready.” Among Republican voters, “a little under a third 
(31 percent) said they didn’t think America was ready for the economic impacis, while 22 percent doubted the 
US. was prepared for the public health implications.” 
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Opinion: “General” Trump Leading Public Into Coronavirus Battle Armed With 
Misinformation. 


In an opinion piece for CNN (5/19, 83.16M), national security analyst Peter Bergen writes President Trump's 
“admission about his use of hydroxychloroquine makes Trump’s previous musings about using disinfectant to 
treat the coronavirus look sage.” Bergen argues, “Trump has cast the battle with coronavirus as a war and 
ordinary Americans as ‘warriors.’ But if the President is the general, he is leading his troops into battle armed 
with misinformation. Presumably, he is trying to control the narrative as he charges on toward the election — and 
by doing so he appears more concerned with winning the election battle rather than beating the coronavirus.” 


Analysis: Trump Ignores Medical Experts, But Americans Don’t View Him As Trusted 
Source. 


in an analysis for the AP (5/19), Aamer Machani and Julie Pace write, “The coronavirus pandemic has thrown 
into stark relief the extent of’ President Trump’s “disregard for scientific and medical expertise, even when the 
safety of millions of Americans or his own personal health is on the line.” Madhani and Pace write, “In public 
briefings and private meetings, he’s challenged the very experts his administration has pulled together to 
address the crisis, often preferring to follow his own instincts or the advice of allies in the business world or 
conservative media.” They conclude, “One potential bright spot for those concerned the public will follow Trump’s 
lead: Recent polling suggests most Americans don’t view the president as a reliable source of information on the 
pandemic.” 


Trump Points To Decline In COVID-19 Cases As Support Reopening States. 


The Washington Times (5/19, Howell, 492K) reports President Trump on Tuesday “pointed io the decline in 
coronavirus cases, even as states open up, as proof the U.S. can bounce back from the pandemic and enjoy an 
economic revival.” Trump “told reporters after speaking to the Senate GOP’s weekly luncheon at the Capitol: ‘It’s 
already happening, you see what's going on.” The death toll, “however, surpassed 90,000 on Tuesday.” 


Trump Leaves Unclear Whether He Will Wear Face Mask To Tour Ford Plant That Requires 
It. 


The AP (5/19, Krisher, Eqgert) reports that Ford Motor Co. “has toid the White House that if requires everyone in 
its factories to wear face masks io prevent the coronavirus from spreading, but it’s not clear whether President 
Donald Trump will wear one when he visits a Detrojt-area plant Thursday.” Trump, “who is scheduled to tour a 
factory repurposed to make medical breathing machines near Detroit, has habitually refused to wear a mask at 
the White House and in recent public appearances.” Trump “didn't give a definite answer when questioned at the 
White House Tuesday, saying it would depend on how close he gets to others.” 

The Washington Examiner (5/19, Yilek, 448K) also reports. 


Vast Majority Of African Americans Disapprove Of Trump’s Handling Of Pandemic, Poll 
Shows. 


The Hill (5/419, Bowden, 2.98M) reports Aftican Americans “hold an overwhelmingly negative view of President 
Trump and the federal governmeni’s handling of the COVID-19 crisis, a new poll found.” A poll from the African 
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American Research Collaborative (AARC) “commissioned by the NAACP found thai 80 percent of a national 
sample of black Americans disapproved of the way Trump has responded to the coronavirus outbreak, while 59 
percent felt similarly about the federal government's response in general.” 


White House Officials Says DC, Surrounding Areas Continue To Be Virus Problem Areas. 


Reuters (5/19, Holland} reports, “It is proving hard to reduce the number of coronavirus cases in the Washington, 
DC area, a senior administration official said on Tuesday, even though the nation’s capital is where the voices 
are loudest about the need for social distancing.” The official, “briefing White House reporiers, said Washington 
and its metro area in Maryland and Virginia, as well as Chicago, Los Angeles and Minneapolis, remain on a virus 
‘plateau’ withoui a sharp decline in cases.” 


Opinion: During Pandemic, America Found President Who Is A Shirker And A Clown. 


ina column in the New York Times (5/19, 18.61M), Ross Douthat writes that “the coronavirus has clarified, once 

and for all, the distinctiveness of [President] Trump’s demagogy. Great men and bad men alike seek attention as 
a means of getting power, but our president is interested in power only as a means of getting attention.” Douthat 

writes that “in this dark spring America needed a president capable of exercising power and found that it had only 
a television star, a shirker and a clown.” 


Opinion: Hydroxychloroquine Hype Has Potentially Added To Pandemic’s Body Count. 


in an opinion piece for the New York Times (5/19, Warraich, 18.61M), Dr. Haider Warraich, a cardiologist and 
researcher at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School, writes: “The evolving story of 
hydroxychioroquine represents one failure after another, involving political leaders, media talking heads (like 
Laura Ingraham and Sean Hannity), physicians, researchers and regulators. The bottom line is that even as we 
are in the midst of a pandemic with a climbing death toll, hydroxychioroquine has potentially added to the body 
count because of its serious possibile side effects ~ like liver and kidney damage, heart failure and cardiac arrest 
~ and by creating a shortage of the drug for patients with lupus, whose disease flares when they con't take 
hydroxychioroquine.” Warraich argues, “Reforms we enact now can optimize our response fo the next phase of 
this evolving pandemic as well as to future emergencies.” 


Milbank: Trump’s Highest Service Could Be Committing Himself To Testing Other Unproven 
Treatments. 


In a column in the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M), Dana Milbank writes, “I hate to toot my own respirator, but | 
totally scooped the world on the story about President Trump taking hydroxychloroquine. | deduced last month 
that he was taking high doses of the anti-malarial drug, because he was showing obvious side effects of the 
hydroxychioroquine cocktail he had been touting: Confusion. Aggression. Unusual behavior. Unsteadiness. 
Paranoia. Change in hair color. Difficulty speaking.” Milbank argues, “But he shouldn't limit himself to his favorite 
drug. At this moment, his highest service fo the country would be to commit himself to personally testing other 
unproven treatments for covid-19.” 


Opinion: Trump’s Touting Of Hydroxychloroquine Endangers Supply For Those Who Really 
Need It. 
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In an op-ed in the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M), University of California ai San Francisco Assistant Professor 
Stacy Torres, who has been taking hydroxychloroquine for 14 years to treat Sjogren’s syndrome, writes, “Just 
when [ think | can let my quard down, President Trurnp decides to announce to the world that he’s taking 
nydroxychloroquine, despite there being no evidence of its effectiveness in preventing covid-19." Torres writes, 
“The president first began touting hydroxychloroquine in March, when he called it a potential ‘game-changer in 
the fight against the coronavirus pandemic. This predictably led to shortages, as doctors and others worried 
about the virus began stockpiling the drug.” Torres concludes, “With hydroxychloroquine receding from the news 
in the past few weeks, | thought | could give myself a break from thinking about this nightmarish situation for a 
quick minute. But with this president it seers there is no rest.” 


Holy Communion Rituals In The US Adjust For Pandemic Considerations. 


The AP (5/19, Crary) reports, “Holy Communion will have a different look when in-person worship services 
resume at the end of May in the Catholic Diocese of Knoxville, Tennessee: The wafers signifying the body of 
Christ will be placed in the hands of parishioners by priests and deacons wearing face masks and safety 
glasses.” In a similar manner, “striking changes in Communion will take place at Catholic and Protestant 
churches across the United States over coming weeks as restrictions on large gatherings ~— imposed because of 
the coronavirus outbreak ~ are gradually eased.” Several “churches that formerly encouraged churchgoers to 
drink wine from a communal cup will halt that practice, at least temporarily. In some cases, clergy will be 
instructed to use hand sanitizer before commencing with the sacrament.” 


Several States Plan To Share Information With Law Enforcement On Patients Who 
Contracted COVID-19. 


The Hill (5/19, Bowden, 2.98M) reports, “Officials in at least 10 states are actively sharing the names of residents 
who have contracted coronavirus with law enforcement, potentially dissuading people frorn reporting cases of the 
disease, according to a Tuesday report from the Associated Press.” One study “by the AP found that officials in 
at least two-thirds of all 50 states are sharing addresses of infected individuals with members of law 
enforcement; in al least 10 states, the information also includes the name of the individual with the disease.” The 
states include “Tennessee, Colorado, Nevada, New Hampshire, lowa, Louisiana, Ohio, North Dakota, New 
Jersey and South Dakota.” 

The AP (5/19, Krusei} and Fox News (5/19, Rambaran, 27.59M) also report. 


Arizona City And County Officials Seek Share Of State’s $1.86 Billion In Pandemic Aid. 


The Arizona Republic (5/19, Polletta, 869K) reports, “Arizona city and county leaders want a piece of $1.86 
billion in federal relief funds that are controlled by the state government” and several “leaders are ready to go to 
court for it.” In total, “Phoenix and Mesa together received nearly $400 million in federal relief funds.” The two 
“cities are partly using that money to support small businesses and food banks, but leaders of smaller Arizona 
municipalities and counties are increasingly frustrated that the state hasn't shared any of the $1.86 billion in aid it 
received.” 


MSU, Detroit Aim To Track COVID-19 Via Wastewater. 
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In continuing coverage, USA Today (5/19, Pulver, Network, 10.31M) reports testing municipal wastewater for 
COVID-19 could become an important tool for public health officials seeking a relatively granular and real-time 
way to track the virus. Detroit cily officials “announced Monday they are refocusing a 2-year-old study with 
Michigan State University fo try to detect COVID-19 in the wastewater.” The study was “originally designed to 
determine whether they could track disease-causing viruses in the city’s sewer system.” 


Florida Scientist Reportedly Fired For “Refusing To Manipulate” Data Related To COVID-19. 


The Florida Today (8/19, Sassoon, 183K) reporis, “The scientist who created Florida’s COVID-19 data porial 
wasrit just removed from her position on May 5, she was fired on Monday by the Department of Health, she said, 
for refusing to manipulate data.” Rebekah Jones, the scientist, “said in an email to the USA TODAY Network that 
she single-handedly created two applications in two languages, four dashboards, [and] six unique maps with 
layers of data functionality for 32 variables covering a half a million lines of data.” Jones’ “objective was to create 
a way for Floridians and researchers to see what the COVID-19 situation was in real time.” 


Coronavirus Pandemic Helped Spur Decline In Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Study 
Suggests. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Mooney, Dennis, Muyskens, 14.2M) reporis, “The wave of shutdowns and shuttered 
economies caused by the coronavirus pandemic fueled a momentous decline in global greenhouse gas 
emissions, although one unlikely to last, a group of scientists reported Tuesday.” As COVID-19 “infections 
surged in March and April, nations worldwide experienced an abrupt reduction in driving, flying and industrial 
output, leading to a stariling decline of more than 1 billion tons of carbon dioxide emissions.” This “includes a 
peak drop in daily emissions of 17 percent in early April, according to the study, published in the journal Nature 
Climate Change.” 

USA Today (5/19, Rice, 10.31M) also reports. 


ICOM Experts Warn That 1 In 8 Museums Could Permanently Close Due To Financial 
Strains From Coronavirus Pandemic. 


The Hill (5/19, Deese, 2.98M)} reporis, “UNESCO and International Council of Museums (ICOM) experts are 
warning that 1 in 8 museums around the world could permanently close due to economic strains from the 
COVID-19 outbreak.” The “studies by both groups show that 85,000 museums worldwide ~ about 90 percent — 
shut down temporarily during the pandemic, the groups said on Monday.” UNESCO and ICOM added, “Nearly 13 
percent of museums around the world may never reopen.” 


Analysis: US Response To Coronavirus Needs To Focus On Numbers And Policy. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Bump, 14.2M) reports, “America’s response to the emergence of the novel 
coronavirus earlier this year was unusually dependent upon math.” For example, “soon after ihe virus was 
confirmed to be spreading without containment, we learned about the need to reduce the immediate spike in new 
infections fo prevent hospitals from being overwhelmed,” and “this was visualized neatly with a graph showing 
the difference between slow and rapid spreads of the virus.” Now, US data “show that the number of new cases 
each day and the number of deaths from covid-19 have each declined,” which brings on the question “whether 
states and the federal government will respond if those cases begin to rapidly increase again.” 
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Guillain-Barre Syndrome May Be Associated With COVID-19, Experts Say. 


USA Today (5/78, Rodriguez, 10.31M) reports, “Dociors are paying close attention to trends that could be 
associated with COVID-19 as the list of coronavirus symptoms continues to grow.” Meanwhile, “neurological 
experis say isolated tingling in the hands and feet is probably not a common sympiom of the virus, itis a 
symptom of a rare disorder that may be associated with COVID-19 called Guillain-Barre syndrome.” The 
syndrome “is a rare disorder where the Immune system attacks the body’s nerves, according to the Mayo Clinic 
website.” 


Use Of Surgical Masks May Reduce Spread Of Coronavirus Up To 75%, Research Indicates. 


The Hill (5/19, Budryk, 2.98M) reports, “A study by Hong Kong researchers suggesis wearing surgical masks can 
reduce the spread of coronavirus by up to 75 percent.” In a study using cages of harnsters, the researchers 
found “without any masks between the cages, two-thirds of the healthy group were infected within a week, but 
with masks over the cage with the infected group, the infection rate of the healthy group fell to just over 15 
percent.” Moreover, “the infection rate dropped by about 35 percent when hamsters were placed on the healthy 
group’s cage.” 


Pandemic Has Disrupted Time-Sensitive Process For Patients Undergoing Fertility 
Treatments. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Krouse, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the coronavirus pandemic 
disrupted the time-sensitive process required for patients undergoing fertility treatments. Moreover, the article 
says that the widespread lack of COVID-19 tests further complicates this process as physicians and hospitals 
open back up for a broader range of services. 


Editorial: Congress Needs To Provide More Aid To States Across The US, Regardless Of 
Political Affiliation. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (5/19, 2.67M) argues that Congress still has not provided enough financial aid to 
US states, regardless of political affiliation, in response to the coronavirus pandemic. Some “governors across 
the country and political spectrum have sought assistance because almost ail of them, unlike the federal 
government, must balance their budgets.” The editorial board says that “forcing these governments, which 
employ 1 in 7 American workers, io cut their way to solvency will hobble their capacity to deal with the pandemic 
~ a job the federal government has largely outsourced to them — while further sweiling the ranks of the 
unemployed.” Therefore, “Congress doesn’t have to bail out” certain “states so much as it does the United 
States.” 


US Economy Will Likely Recover Slowly From COVID-19, And Some Damage Might Be 
Lasting, CBO Says. 

CQ Roll Call (5/19, Krawzak, 154K) reports, “The Congressional Budget Office [CBO] said in updated projections 
that the U.S. economy will contract at an annualized rate of almost 38 percent in the second quarter of this year, 
part of a precipitous fall in economic activity that has ended the longest expansion since World War 11.” Around 
“26 million fewer people will be employed in the second quarter, compared to the fourth quarter of 2079, resulting 
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in an unemployment rate of 15 percent and marking the ‘steepesi deterioration in the labor market since the 
1930s,’ the agency said Tuesday.” The CBO added that “the economy will recover only slowly from the 
coronavirus pandemic and associated disruptions, and the damage will be lasting.” 


A Minimum Of 30 Public Companies Plan To Keep PPP Loans; Some Warn Investors Of 
Criticism. 

The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Pacheco, Subscription Publication, 7.87M)} reports a minimum of 30 public 
companies that received Paycheck Protection Program [PPP] loans plan to keep the funds. In addition, some 
companies are warning investors to brace for crilicism for doing so. 


International Air Transport Association Outlines Travel “Road Map” Following Pandemic 
Restrictions. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Aratani, 14.2M)} reports, “Air travel in the age of covid-19 will probably be a more 
socially distant, do-it-yourself experience, relying on travelers to wear masks, submit to temperature scans and 
check their own bags, according to a ‘road map’ outlined Tuesday by international aviation experts.” The 
objective “of the plan outlined by the International Ar Transport Association is to assure a jittery public that once 
travel restrictions and quarantine orders are lifted, it will be safe to resume flying.” The siow “reopening of air 
travel requires changes to an industry that for years has thrived on volume.” 


Landlords Push Back On Restaurant Requests. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Fung, Haddon, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports major restaurant chains 
including Starbucks and Chipotle are actively lobbying landlords for rent exemptions, reductions, or extensions. 
Requests for concessions have been met with reluctance, and in some cases, threats of default. 


Powell, Mnuchin Fend Off Critics Of White House’s Efforts To Back The US Economy. 


The Hill (5/79, Lane, 2.98M) reports, “Senators sparred Tuesday over how the Treasury Department and Federal 
Reserve should spend $500 billion allocated by Congress for coronavirus economic relief efforts, laying out the 
difficult political balancing act ahead for two of the most powerful U.S. officials.” The “members of the Senate 
Banking Committee pressed Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell 
on how they plan to use their nearly unilateral authority over billions in taxpayer dollars to support businesses 
and local governments facing financial peril amid the coronavirus pandemic.” The previous “bipartisan $2.2 
trillion coronavirus relief bil signed by President Trump in March gave Powell and Mnuchin broad discretion to 
offer billions in emergency aid through Fed lending facilities and direct loans to ailing industries.” Now, “with few 
limits written into law, senators debated Tuesday — among themselves and with Powell and Mnuchin — over the 
scale, goals and scope of those ambitious efforts.” 

The Washington Post (5/19, Werner, Stein, 14.2M) reports that “the growing insistence by Trump and 
Republican lawmakers to push for reopening while halting any new talks about government aid has created a 
stark divide in the government's approach.” While “Trump has largely shut down negotiations for more 
government emergency assistance, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome H. Powell warned Tuesday that much 
more may be needed.” 
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Politico (5/19, Guida, Warmbrodt, 4.29M) reports that “even as senators pressed Mnuchin and Powell to 
take even more expansive efforis to bail out businesses, the two also faced demands to be more judicious about 
who receives aid and impose stiffer restrictions on big companies that get relief.” For example, “Sens. Sherrod 
Brown (D-Ohio) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) said the Fed and Treasury were not doing enough to ensure 
that the money actually benefits workers.” 

The AP (5/19, Rugaber, Crutsinger} reports that “Powell said that a highly anticipated lending program the 
Fed is creating for small businesses should be operating by the end of the month.” In turn, “Mnuchin said the 
Treasury is now prepared to absorb some losses in that program, which is funded by Treasury.” This effort could 
“enable the Fed to take on further risk with the program and help more struggling companies.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Timiraos, Davidson, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Bloomberg (5/19, 
Torres, Saraiva, Matthews, 4.73M), Forbes (5/19, Hansen, 9.77M), Newsweek (5/19, Touchberry, 1.53M), USA 
Today (5/18, Hayes, 10.31M), and Reuters (5/19, Lawder) aiso report. 


Trump, GOP Leaders Count On Economic Rebound From States Lifting Lockdowns To 
“Ease Pressure” On Another Stimulus Package. 


Bloomberg (5/19, 4.73M) reports, “President Donald Trump and Republican congressional leaders are counting 
on state lockdowns lifting to propel an economic rebound that will ease pressure for another round of stimulus.” 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) said, “There is only one way out of this dilemma: America has to grow 
again, to open up again and | am pleased that is beginning to happen in my state and other states.” In addition, 
“Trump, who has been urging governors ito lift restrictions on businesses, said he expects ‘a really great third 
quarter’ for the U.S. economy, even though Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell reiterated Tuesday that a 
full recovery might take until the end of 2021.” 


Analysis Examines Fox News Host Laura Ingraham’s Coronavirus Coverage. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Burp, 14.2M) reports, “Fox News host Laura Ingraham has been a frequent and 
energetic perpetrator of misinformation over the course of the coronavirus pandemic.” The Post says that “her 
repeated advocacy of the drug hydroxychlicoroquine as a treatment for the virus included her personally appealing 
to President Trump on its behalf and almost certainly helped solidify the president's belief that the risky 
medication might serve as an effective prophylactic treatment.” In addition, “her efforts to downplay the scale of 
the pandemic have included ridiculous insinuations of a conspiracy theory io inflate the number of deaths from 
covid-19, the disease caused by the virus.” 


Trump Delays Specifying Coronavirus Stimulus Options. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Wise, Duehren, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that instead of pressing 
Senate Republicans on Tuesday about possible coronavirus relief options, President Trump focused on the 2020 
election and other items. Larry Kudlow, White House economic adviser, reiterated that the President is 
considering a payroll-tax holiday and other measures, but continues to evaluate proposals. 


Next Coronavirus Package Depends On The Debate Over Reopening US Economy. 


The Wail Street Journal (5/19, Rubin, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that Americans have received 
over $239 billion in coronavirus aid, and that number continues to grow. Now, House Democrats seek to add to 
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that number with another stimulus package, including a round of direct payrnents for Americans, as the economy 
is slow io recover. 


Top Republicans Are “Pumping The Brakes” On New Coronavirus Stimulus. 


CNN (5/19, Foran, Raju, Barrett, 83.16M) reports, “Top Republicans on Capitol Hil are pumping the brakes on 
new coronavirus stimulus spending days after House Democrats pushed forward with a sweeping relief package, 
underscoring a deep partisan divide as the nation grapples with the pandemic.” On Tuesday, “House Minority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy, a California Republican, said” that “he does not currently see a need for another relief 
package, telling CNN there’s been no change in his posture despite meeting earlier in the day with Vice 
President Mike Pence and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin about the economy.” 


Burma Raids Reveal Global Pandemic Has Done Little To Slow Drug Trade. 


The New York Times (5/18, Beech, Nang, 18.61M) reporis that two months of counternarcolics operations in 
Burma's Shan State, “which the United Nations says resulted in the largest synthetic drug haul on record in 
Southeast Asia, show that regional lockdowns imposed to tackle the coronavirus pandemic have done little to 
stem an illicit global trade.” Forty-four raids conducted by the Burmese military and police “between Feb. 20 and 
April 9 netted nearly 200 million tablets of methamphetamine, 1,120 pounds of crystal methamphetamine, 630 
pounds of heroin, almost 300 pounds of raw opium, 640 pounds of opium poppy and 990 gallons of methyl 
fentanyl,” Burmese authorities said. The Times adds that the “discovery of vats of methyl fentanyl...is particularly 
worrisome to counternarcotics officials, who say this is the first time such mass production has been found” in 
Burma. 


J&J To Cease Selling Talc-Based Baby Powder In US, Canada. 


The New York Times (5/19, Hsu, Rabin, 18.61M) reporis, “Johnson & Johnson is discontinuing North American 
sales of baby powder made with talc, a product at the center of nearly 20,000 lawsuits filed by cancer patients.” 
Last year, the company “recalled 33,000 bottles of baby powder after the Food and Drug Administration said it 
discovered evidence of chrysotile asbestos, a carcinogen, in a bottle purchased from an online retailer. Weeks 
later, the company said that multiple tests of the same bottle came up clean.” 

Reuters (5/19, O'Donnell} reporis Johnson & Johnson said on Tuesday that this “was part of a broad 
reassessment of its consumer product portfolio prompted by the coronavirus pandemic.” The company “said it 
would wind down sales of the product, which makes up about 0.5% ofits U.S. consumer health business, in the 
coming months, but that retailers will continue to sell existing inventory.” The company “faces.. lawsuits from 
consumers claiming its talc products, including Johnson’s Baby Powder, caused their cancer. J&J has 
consistently defended the safety of its talc products and said if remains confident in their safety.” 

The AP (5/19, Johnson) reporis the company said, “Demand for taic-based Johnson's Baby Powder in 
North America has been declining due in large part to changes in consumer habits and fueled by misinformation 
around the safety of the product and a constant barrage of litigation advertising.” The Ap adds that among the 
cases which “have been tried, J&J has had 12 wins, 15 losses and seven misirials. All of the losses have either 
been overturned on appeal or are still being appealed.” 
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Among other outlets covering the story include USA Today (5/19, Jones, 10.31M)}, the Wall Street Journal 
(5/19, Loftus, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Bloomberg (5/19, Griffin, Feeley, 4.73M), Forbes (5/19, Sandler, 
9.71M}, NPR (5/19, Romo, 3.12M), and The Hill (5/19, Coleman, 2.98M)}. 


Microsoft Releases Cloud Software Designed For Healthcare Systems. 


Bloomberg (5/19, Bass, 4.73M) reports Microsoft Corp. on Tuesday “unveiled a package of cloud software 
designed for health care systems, starting with a free trial to help the industry weather a viral pandemic that is 
both increasing the need for technology solutions and putting hospitals in financial peril.” The company’s “Cloud 
for Healthcare includes tools that allow for digital triage, telemedicine and coordination of care using internet- 
based services, chat and conferencing apps.” This product, which ts “part of a virtual version of the company’s 
annual Build conference for software developers, is Microsoft's first industry-specific cloud-computing offering. 
ls available now via a preview and free trial for the next six months.” 

Reuters (5/19, Nellis) reports that although “Microsoft is known for general productivity software such as 
Outlook and the chat app Teams, it also makes more specialized business software such as programs used by 
customer service agents and ariificial intelligence tools that software developers can use fo make chat bots.” The 
product “will allow hospitals to maintain data throughout an interaction with a patient.” 

FierceHealthcare (5/19, Landi, 146K) also covers the story. 


Data Indicate Limb Amputations Among Black Americans With Diabetes Is Triple The Rate 
For Other Groups. 


ProPublica (5/19, Presser, 60K) reports that in spite of “the great scientific strides in diabetes care, the rate of 
amputations across” the US “grew by 50% between 2009 and 2015.” People suffering from diabetes “undergo 
130,000 amputations each year, offen in low-income and underinsured neighborhoods. Black patients lose limbs 
at a rate triple that of others. itis the cardinal sin of the American health system in a single surgery: save on 
preventive care, pay big on the back end, and let the chronically sick and underprivileged feel the extreme 
consequences.” ProPublica profiles Dr. Foluso Fakorede, “the only cardiologist in Bolivar County, Mississippi,” 
who works to prevent these amputations. 


FCC Chairman Assures Lawmakers Telemedicine Is A “Top Commission Priority.” 


Modern Healthcare (5/19, Cohen, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports, “Federal Communications 
Commission Chairman Ajit Pai on Tuesday reassured lawmakers that supporting telemedicine access during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is a ‘top commission priorily.” He “highlighted two of the agency's programs — the COVID- 
19 Telehealth Program and the Rural Health Care Program — as examples of the FCC’s commitment to 
supporting telemedicine adoption at a forum convened by the House Committee on Energy & Commerce's 
subcommittee on communications and technology.” Modern Healthcare says, “Telemedicine has experienced 
rapid growth in recent months, as hospitals ramp up their use of the practice as a way to let patients receive care 
at home without needing to visit a facility.” 


California Justices Grapple With Computing Elder Abuse Damages. 


Bloomberg Law (5/19, Cuiler, Subscription Publication, 4) reports the California Supreme Court is grappling 
“aver how much in damages the family of a nursing home patient should be awarded for alleged violations of the 
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state’s health and safety law.” The Court “questioned whether the statute’s penalty of up to $500 applies per 
lawsuit or per violation in the case, which alleged that nursing home operaior HCR ManorCare abused and 
neglected one of its residents,” and “also appeared skeptical about whether that decision should be left to the 
jury.” Bloomberg Law lists AARP among groups that have put their support behind the plaintiff in the case, along 
with the Center for Medicare Advocacy and several other long-term advocacy care groups. 


Study Finds Eating Foods High In Flavonoids May Lower Dementia Risk. 


The New York Times (5/19, Bakalar, 18.67M} reports a study published in the American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition found that “eating foods high in flavonoids ~ a group of nutrients found in many frulls and vegetables — 
may lower your risk for dementia.” According to the Times, the study “looked at 2,801 men and women who were 
50 and older and free of dementia at the start,” gathering data over “20 years of follow-up.” Results showed that, 
“tclompared with those in the 15th percentile or lower for flavonoid intake, those in the 60th or higher had a 42 to 
58 percent lower risk for dementia, depending on the type of flavonoid consumed.” 


Coronavirus Pandemic Likely To Increase Suicide Rate, Experts Say. 


The New York Times (5/19, Carey, 18.61M) reports, “Psychiatrists are confronted with an urgent natural 
experiment, and the outcome is far from predictable.” The toll on mental health from the “coronavirus pandemic 
is only beginning to show itself, and it is too early to predict the scale of the impact.” Some experts say that “the 
ultimate marker of the virus’s mental toll” will eventually “show up in the nation’s suicide rate, in this and coming 
years.” 

The AP (5/19, Minchillo, Choi} also reports. 


South Korean Health Authorities Find Patients Who Tested Positive For Coronavirus Twice 
Did Not Transmit Virus During Relapses. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Yoon, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports South Korean health authorities 
found that coronavirus patients who tested positive twice had not transmitted the disease during their supposed 
relapses, lending weight to the suspicion that the relapses were actually testing flukes instead of a re-ernergence 
of active infections. 

The Hill (5/19, Weixel, 2.98M) reports “researchers in Korea found evidence thai patients who test positive 
for COVID-19 a second time aren't capable of infecting others, and may have neutralizing antibodies that protect 
them from getting sick again.” The findings may “have major ramifications for areas looking to reopen their 
economies, and have led health authorities in the nation to change their protocols for peaple who have been 
discharged from isolation.” 

Fox News (5/19, Ciaccia, 27.59M) reports the Korean data suggest “thai 285 patients who tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus after they were initially believed to be resolved of it did not show an ability to spread the 
infection.” The “samples collected from the patients could not be grown in culture, which indicates the patients 
were either gelling rid of non-infectious or dead virus particles.” 
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The New York Post (5/19, Eustachewich, 4.57M) reports “the officials monitored 285 patients who had 
recovered only to test positive again — and found that none of the 790 people they came into contact with were 
infected with the disease.” 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh 
Muir, 8.47M), NBC Nightly New = (5/19, lead story, 2:25, Holl, 7.39M), and the Daily Caller (5/19, Rondeau, 
718K). 


Opinion: Trump “Trying To Deflect Responsibility” By Criticizing China. 

Former National Security Adviser Susan Rice writes in the New York Times (5/19, 18.61M) that “there is a long 
history of American presidential candidates using China as a campaign cudgel,” but “this election year, China- 
bashing will reach a new level, as Mr. Trump seeks to capitalize on high voter disapproval of China, Belfing’s 
failure to contain the coronavirus and persistent bilateral tensions between our countries.” Rice adds, “Lacking 
any sense of irony or decency, Mr. Trump will run his standard play — trying to deflect responsibility for his 
monumental failings by dishonestly projecting onto Noe] Biden his own weakness on China.” 


Almost Three-Quarters Of Germans Say Opinion Of US Has “Deteriorated” Over Pandemic 
Response In Poll. 


The New York Post (5/19, Lapin, 4.57M) reports that “nearly three-quarters (73 percent) of Germans say their 
opinion of the US had deteriorated over its handling of the coronavirus pandemic, according to a poll from the 
German non-profit Kérber-Stiftung published Monday.” The pollsters said, “While skepticism towards Washington 
predates the pandemic, America’s response to the virus has clearly accelerated a feeling of estrangement on the 
German side.” In “comparison, 5 percent said they had a better opinion of the US and 17 percent said their views 
were unchanged.” 


Australian Officials Announce Plans To Facilitate Resumption Of Public Life. 


Reuters (5/20, Burton) reporis “Australian officials announced a raft of plans on Wednesday to speed up the 
resumption of public life across the country to boost the ailing economy amid a diplomatic spat with major trading 
partner China.” New South Wales “will allow people to resume travel for pleasure...next month, effectively 
reopening tourist regions on its southern coast that were badly damaged by huge bushfires before the epidemic.” 
The country’s “government ts also talking with Australian universities about allowing the return of some 
international students, a sector that contributes more than A$30 billion ($19.6 billion) to the dornestic coffers.” 


Brazil Could Reportedly Become Nation With Second Highest Number Of COVID-19 Cases 
in The World. 


Forbes (5/79, 9.71M) contributor Kenneth Rapoza writes, “How long before Brazil replaces Russia behind the 
U.S. as the second most infecied coronavirus nation on Earth? Weill, consider Russia reported around 8,000 
cases on Monday and Brazil reported 14,300, then at the rate they are going on the infection curve, Brazil will 
surpass them in about 10 days.” Rapoza says “if Brazil had 12,000 cases a day and Russia had 2,000 cases a 
day less, as well, or 6,000 cases a day, then by the end of this month Brazil will have at least 380,000 cases of 
the new...coronavirus while Russia has about 359,000. Of course, all of this depends on testing.” 
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CDC Report Highlights Spread Of Coronavirus Tied To Dance Instructors In South Korea. 


Fox News (5/19, Carbone, 27.59M) reports “the swift spread of coronavirus from a group of dance fitness 
instructors in South Korea offers a cautionary tale as countries worldwide and paris of the U.S. begin to slowly 
reopen during the pandemic.” During “early February, a group of dance fitness instructors in South Korea met for 
a workshop. It comprised four hours of intense aerobics with 27 peaple in a tiny space. At that time, they didn't 
know that eight participants had coronavirus.” The piece says “a few weeks later, the virus had infected 112 
people across 12 different fitness facilities in the region, all linked to dance fitness classes, according to a report 
by the” CDC. 


Trump Accuses WHO Of Pro-China Bias, Threatens To Permanently Cut Funding. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Lubold, Hinshaw, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports President Trump is 
threatening to permanently cancel funding for the World Health Organization and withdraw US membership if the 
group doesn't correct what he terms a pro-China bias. Trump’s letter to the WHO director-general said the 
organization exhibited “an alarming lack of independence” from China. 

The Washington Post (5/19, Rauhala, Armus, Shih, 14.2M) reports the President “did not specify what 
changes were needed for him to restore U.S. funding, the WHO's largesi single source of money.” Trump also 
“said discussions between the United States and the agency’s leaders were underway but gave no details.” The 
WHO “said in a statement that it was ‘considering the conients of the letter.” 

The AP (5/19, Cheng, Keaien) reports Trump’s attacks on the WHO “are hurting its ability to protect global 
health, medical experis said Tuesday, as many WHO member states rallied around the U_N. health agency — 
even as they urged a look into its coordination of the global response to the coronavirus.” Health experts “said 
Trump’s increasing attacks on WHO for its handling of the coronavirus demonstrate a profound 
misunderstanding of the U.N. agency's role and could ultimately serve to weaken global health.” 

Bloomberg (5/19, Fabian, Wadhams, Marlow, 4.73M) reports Trump's threat is “a move that rattled the 
global fight against the pandemic and bolstered Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s position within the international 
body.” Trump “made the letter public hours after Xi addressed the World Health Assembly by video link.” Xi 
“promised to devote $2 billion toward fighting the pandemic over the next two years while urging greater 
international cooperation to defeat the virus, which has infected 4.8 million people worldwide and killed more 
than 378,000.” 

Reuters (5/19, Nebehay, Farge) reporis WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus “defended 
the agency's role after the United States again withheld full support for a resolution on the pandemic.” Tedros 
“told a virtual meeting of the WHO'S 194 member states: ‘We want accountability more than anyone. We will 
continue providing strategic leadership to coordinate the global response.” 

The New York Times (5/19, Shear, Jacobs, 18.61M) and Politico (5/19, Wheaton, 4.29) also report. 


Lancet Editor Calls Out Trump For Inaccuracy In Letter To WHO. 


Newsweek (5/19, Gander, 1.53M) reporis the editor of the “prestigious medical iournal The Lancet has called out 
an inaccuracy in a ietter from Donald Trump ito the director-general of the World Health Organization (WHO), 
after the president claimed the journal published reporis of the coronavirus spreading in China in early December 
2019." In the letter, Trump “stated the WHO ‘consistently ignored credible reporis of the virus spreading in 
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Wuhan in early December 2019 or even earlier, including reports from the Lancet medical journal.” However, 
Richard Horton, editor-in-chief of The Lancet iweeted on Tuesday: “The Lancet did not publish any report in early 
December, 2079, aboul a virus spreading in Wuhan. The first reports we published were from Chinese scientisis 
on Jan 24, 2020.” 

The Hill (5/19, Coleman, 2.98M) and Politico (5/19, Oprysko, 4.29M) also report. 


WHO’s Director For The Americas Voices Desire To Keep Getting US Help In Virus Battle. 


Reuters (5/19) reporis the World Health Organization’s director for the Americas “warned on Tuesday of a 
coronavirus surge across the region and voiced hope for continuing U.S. help to tackle the outbreak, despite 
President Donald Trump’s threat to permanently halt WHO funding.” Carissa Etienne, “the head of the WHO- 
affiliated Pan American Health Organization, said U.S. contributions account for about 60% of the regional health 
agency's budget.” She also “pointed to successful past collaborations with the U.S. government fo combat 
diseases like malaria and yellow fever.” 


EU Resolution On Need To Investigate Global Response To Pandemic Adopted At WHO 
Assembly. 


Reuters (5/19, Nebehay, Farge) reports an EU “resolution on the need to investigate the global response to the 
coronavirus pandemic won endorsement at the World Health Organisation’s annual ministerial meeting on 
Tuesday.” 


Russia Awaits Delivery Of 200 Ventilators From US. 


Reuters (5/19, Balmforth, Kiselyova) reports “the United States said on Tuesday it would this week start 
delivering 200 medical ventilators to Russia,” which announced “9,263 new infections on Tuesday, pushing its 
nationwide total to 299,941, and 115 more deaths, taking the total death toll to 2,837.” However, this “was the 
fourth successive day that the number of new cases was below 10,000.” On this point, Russian “Prime Minister 
Mikhail Mishustin said on Monday Russia had halted the growth in infections and that there were other positive 
signs.” 


Trump’s Comments On Hydroxychloroquine Produce “Tremendous Shift” In India. 


The AP (5/19, Schmall, Ghosal) reports that after President Trump endorsed hydroxychloroquine, “an 
antimalarial drug of dubious effectiveness, to help fend off the coronavirus,” it “catalyzed a tremendous shift in” 
India, “spurring the world’s largest producer of the drug to make much more of il, prescribe it for front-line health 
workers treating the virus and deploy it as a diplomatic tool, despite mounting evidence against using the drug for 
COVID-19.” The country “quickly approved” the drug “as a prophylactic for health care workers and others at 

high risk of infection, and as a treatment for critically il patients.” It also “purchased 100 milllon HCO pills, 
according to government data, to distribute io states and donate to countries.” However, “experts say, is that the 
hydroxychioroquine hype is based on a flimsy study,” and the “sharp rise in demand has reduced supplies for 
patients with lupus and rheumatoid arthritis.” 


UK Lawmakers Criticize Johnson’s Government For Testing Lapses. 
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The AP (5/19, Lawless, Kirka} reports “an influential group of British lawmakers on Tuesday accused Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s government of failing io conduct enough tests for ihe new coronavirus, saying the lapse 
helped COVID-19 cul a deadly swath through U.K. nursing homes.” 


Turkey Reports Seeing Downward Trajectory In COVID-19 Deaths, Cases. 


The AP (5/19) reports Turkey announced it is seeing “a continued downward trajectory in COVID-19 deaths and 
confirmed infections Tuesday, with 28 new deaths and 1,022 infections over the past 24 hours.” 


Nicaraguan President Closes Border With Costa Rica In Protest Of Virus Testing. 


The AP (5/18) reports “Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega blamed new coronavirus-related health monitoring 
measures taken by neighboring Cosia Rica for his country’s decision Monday to close their two border 
crossings.” This frusiration stems from moves by Costa Rica on May & to start “testing all truck drivers entering 
the country for COVID-79.” 


Pan American Health Organization Warns Coronavirus Spreading In Amazon Tri-Border 
Region. 


Reuters (5/19) reporis “the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) warned on Tuesday that new coronavirus 


is spreading rapidly in the tri-border area of the Amazon between Brazil, Colombia and Peru and threatens to 
infect remote indigenous communities in the rainforest.” 


Pandemic’s Disruption On Everyday European Society, Traditions Highlighted. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Walker, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) discusses the severe disruption to 
everyday society and traditions in parts of Europe resulting from the pandemic. 


Cape Town Accounts For 60% Of Coronavirus Cases In South Africa. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Wroughton, Bearak, 14.2M) reports Cape Town accounts for 60 percent of 
coronavirus “cases in South Africa, 15 percent in sub-Saharan Africa and 10 percent in Africa as a whole.” As 
such, “South African epidemiologists are looking to the city — with nearly 10,000 cases as of Monday — to provide 
insight into how the virus is spreading on a continent that has largely escaped the waves of death that Western 
Europe and the United States have seen.” The initial idea, “officials and experts say, is two-pronged.” One, “the 
city welcomed more tourists from hard-hit regions of the world than other spots in Africa did, meaning the 
coronavirus was widely seeded here early.” Two, “major hot spots emerged in two supermarkets and a 
pharmaceutical factory that supercharged the virus’s spread.” 


India, Bangladesh Prepare For Severe Cyclone Amid Pandemic. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Slater, 14.2M) reports “India and Bangladesh are preparing to evacuate up to 3 
million people in the path of a potentially devastating cyclone, a challenge made even more daunting by the 
rising number of coronavirus infections in both countries.” The Cyclone “is expected to slam into the river delta ai 
the top of the Bay of Bengal on Wednesday local time, bringing dangerous winds, heavy rain, surging tides and 
flooding.” As of now, itis considered “the equivalent of a Category 4 hurricane.” 
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Sweden Reports Highest COVID-19 Death Rate In Europe Over Past Week. 


Reuters (5/19, Ahlander) reports Sweden, “which has opted for a more open strategy in combating the virus than 
other European countries, has the highest number of deaths in Europe per capita from the COVID-19 disease 
over the last seven days. ... While deaths are on the decline Sweden had 6.25 deaths per million inhabitants per 
day in a rolling seven day average between May 12 and May 19.” The Hill (5/19, Klar, 2.98M)} reports the UK 
“was the second highest, averaging 5.75 coronavirus deaths per milllon peaple in the same time period.” 


Hong Kong Extending Social Distancing Restrictions Until June 4. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Khan, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Hong Kong authorities said 
yesterday thai they would extend coronavirus social-distancing restrictions until June 4, raising doubt over 
whether people will be able to hold an annual candlelight vigil held on that date in memory of the victims of the 
1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. 


Coronavirus Hotspots Emerging, Growing In Latin America. 


AP (5/19} reports on coronavirus hot spots emerging in Latin America and beyond. Currently, “more than 90% of 
intensive care beds were full last week in Chile’s capital, Santiago, whose main cemetery dug 1,000 emergency 
graves to prepare for a wave of deaths.” 


Over 100M People In China’s Jilin Province Could Face Another Coronavirus Lockdown. 


Fox News (5/19, Chakraborty, 27.59M) reports “nearly 108 million people in China’s Jilin province could be 
forced back into lockdown after a growing group of new coronavirus infections triggered a backslide in the 
nation’s push to return to normal.” Moreover, this latest cluster of coronavirus cases has “also ignited everyone's 
worst fear that a second wave of the deadly disease could be on the horizon.” 


USAID Criticizes UN For Highlighting Abortion Access As Essential Health Service In 
Coronavirus Response. 


The Hill (5/19, Kelly, 2.98M) reports USAID “is slamming the United Nations for highlighting access to abortion as 
an essential health service [as] pari of the global response to the novel coronavirus pandemic.” USAID Acting 
Administrator John Barsa “sent a letter Tuesday to U.N. Secretary General Aniénio Guterres accusing the global 
forum of ‘cynically’ advancing sexual and reproductive health as an essential service.” 

Also reporting are Reuters (5/19, Nebehay)} and CNN (5/19, Aiwood, 83.16M)}. 


Argentine Scientists Producing Reportedly Fast, Inexpensive Coronavirus Test. 


Reuters (5/19, Lobianco) reports “Argentine scientists are producing what they call a fast and inexpensive 
coronavirus test, which according to the government has captured the interest of other countries.” The newly 
developed “testi, called ‘(NEOKIT-COVID-19,’ allows detection of the virus in less than two hours, developers 
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say. 


Aid Groups Criticize UN Security Council For Inaction On Resolution Backing Call For 
Global Ceasefire. 


GADB0000003417 


Reuters (5/19, Nichols} reports “several aid groups criticized the U.N. Security Council on Tuesday for being 
unable to agree on a resolution backing U.N. chief Antonio Guterres’ call for a global ceasefire so the world can 
focus on combating ihe coronavirus pandemic.” 


Brazil Will Issue New Guidelines Expanding Recommended Use Of Chloroquine, President 
Says. 

Reuters (5/19) reports “Brazil's Health Ministry will issue new guidelines on Wednesday expanding the 
recommended use of chloroquine for treating the novel coronavirus, President Jair Bolsonaro said, days afier the 
health minister quit under pressure to sign the new guidelines.” 


Germany Agrees To €500B European Coronavirus Recovery Fund. 


Politico (5/19, Karniischnig, Momtaz, 4.29M) reports “Berlin dropped Its longstanding resistance to common 
European bonds, as Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron agreed to a blueprint 
for a €500 billion recovery fund to help the countries hardest hit by the pandemic get back on their feet.” Under 
the proposal, “the recovery fund would be fully financed by debt issued by the EU and backed by all 27 
members.” Cash would then “be distributed by the European Commission in the form of grants as part of the 
bloc’s normal budget and repaid over the long term by the EU.” 


Pandemic Causing Humanitarian Emergency In Poor Countries, World Bank Head Says. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Kiernan, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the pandemic is creating a 
humanitarian emergency in the most poor nations thai is unlikely to end until wealthy countries can safely reopen 
their economies, according to World Bank President David Malpass. 


Trump Considering Ban On Brazilians Traveling To US. 


Bloomberg (5/19, 4.73M) reports President “Trump said he’s considering a ban on Brazilians traveling to the U.S. 
as the Latin American nation takes over third place globally in number of COVID-19 cases.” 


Analysis: Trump Reportedly Made False Claims In Letter To WHO Concerning Its Response 
To COVID-19 Pandemic. 


In an analysis in the Washington Post (5/20, 14.2M), Glenn Kessler fact-checks President Trump’s May 18 letter 
to World Health Organization Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, which he says “contains a 
number of false or misleading statements in it.” For example, Kessier says that the Lancei denied the existence 
of a study Trump cited claiming WHO “ignored credible reports of the virus spreading in Wuhan in early 
December 2079 or even earlier, including reports from the Lancet medical journal.” 


Philippine Police Raid Illegal Hospital For Chinese Patients Suspected Of Having COVID-19. 


The AP (5/20, Gomez) reports Philippine police officiais on Wednesday indicated that they had “raided a 
clandestine hospital and drugstore that were secretly treating Chinese citizens suspected of being infected with 
the coronavirus.” The AP adds, “More than 200 suspected coronavirus rapid test kits and syringes were 
recovered from trash cans” after “Tuesday's raid at the residential villa that had been illegally turned into a 
seven-bed hospital and drugstore, police Brig. Gen. Rhoderick Armamento said.” 
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Opinion: Federal Government Should Not Bail Out States. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Times (5/20, 18.61M), former Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker (R) writes that 
“while unprecedented numbers of people are seeking unemployment compensation, many state government 
employees are still receiving paychecks as they sit idle at home.” Furthermore, “many state leaders now demand 
a bailout by the federal government — the American taxpayer. This should not happen. States already raise taxes 
on their residents.” Walker concludes, “Rather than propping up falling state bureaucracies, Americans deserve 


elected officials who will help get them back on their feet and working again.” 


BARDA Awards $345 Million Contract To Phlow Corp To Make Low-Supply Medicines. 


The New York Times (5/18, Stolberg, Thamas, 18.61M)} reporis the Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Authority (BARDA) announced on Tuesday that it signed a $354 million four-year contract with 
Phiow Corp., in Virginia, “to manufacture generic medicines and pharmaceutical ingredients thai are needed to 
treat Covid-19 but are now made overseas, masily in India and China.” The award “may be extended for a total 
of $812 million over 10 years, making it one of the largest awards in the authority's history.” The Times adds, “It 
was unclear why the administration decided to award such a large contract io a new company when an entire 
industry exists...that makes drugs for other companies.” Observers “have warned about dependence on China 
for raw pharmaceutical ingredients.” 

The Washington Post (5/19, Lynch, Whalen, McGinley, 14.2M) reporis Trump Administration “officiais called 
ita potential landmark in the efforis to return pharmaceutical manufacturing to the United States from overseas.” 
However, “some experis questioned whether the White House ambitions for a broader supply chain repatriation 
were achievabie,” saying that “the environmental and financial considerations that originally drove production of 
active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) offshore remain compelling.” 

Bloomberg (5/19, Edney, 4.73M) reports that HHS Secretary Alex Azar said in a statement Tuesday, 
“Working with the private sector, HHS is taking a significant step to rebuild our domestic ability to protect 
ourselves from health threats by utilizing American-made ingredients and creating new American jobs in the 
process.” 

The Hill (5/19, Kiar, 2.98M) reports, in the announcement by the White House, HHS Secretary Alex Azar 
“focused on President Trump's “America First” economic promises.” He explained, “The COVID-19 pandemic 
has reminded us how health threats or other sources of instability can threaten America’s medical supply chains, 
potentially endangering Americans’ health.” 

Modern Healthcare (5/19, Brady, Subscription Publication, 214K) recounts “the effort will use advanced 
manufacturing processes, including continuous manufacturing, io make drug ingredients.” Said HHS ina 
statement, “The team will be able to rapidly provide US healthcare systems with finished, sterile, injectable 
generic medicines at risk of shortage.” 

Among additional news outlets also reporting are Wall Street Journal (5/19, Hopkins, Ballhaus, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M)}, CBS News (5/19, Quinn, 3.68M), Forbes (5/18, Rosenbaurn, 9.71M), the AP (5/79, 
Suderman, Johnson), Fox News (5/19, Singman, 27.59M}, the Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (5/19, Blackwell, 
Martz, 277K), the Washington Examiner (5/19, Doyle, 448K), the Washington Times (5/19, Sherfinski, 492K), 
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BioPharma Dive (5/19, Bell}, FiercePharma (5/19, Biankenship), STAT (3/19, Silverman, 24K}, Politico (5/19, 
Brennan, 4.29M), STAT (5/19, Silverman, 24K}, National Review (5/19, McArdle, 731K). 


HHS Announces Federal Funding To Support Coronavirus Testing In Multiple States. 


The AP (5/19) reports, “The federal government is providing $150.1 million of new funding to Arizona to support 
testing for COVID-19, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced Tuesday.” The funding “is 
part of $10.25 billion provided by the Centers for Disease Contral and Prevention to states, territories, and local 
jurisdictions from the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act, the depariment said in a 
statement.” The funding “will provide ‘critical support to develop, purchase, aciminister, process, and analyze 
COVID-19 tests, conduct surveillance, trace contacts, and related activities’ while helping the various 
jurisdictions re-open their economies, the department said.” 

The Deseret (UT) News (5/19, Imlay, 308K) reports Utah “will receive $87.4 million from the federal 
government to expand its COVID-19 testing capacity.” Calling this “funding ‘a historic investment in America’s 
ability to track and control the spread of the virus,’ Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said in a 
statement that ‘we must helo Americans get safely back fo work and school, and that requires continued 
expansion of testing, surveillance and contact tracing.” 

The Detroit News (5/19, Bouffard, 825K) reports that “Michigan will receive more than $315 million in federal 
funding to increase COVID-19 testing, contact tracing and disease surveillance as the state lockdown eases.” 
Azar said, “This funding secured by President Trump for state, tribal and local public health activities is a historic 
investment in America’s ability to track and contral the spread of the virus, which is essential to a safe 
reopening.” The article adds, “CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield said increased testing is a critical component of 
a four-pronged approach to reopening that includes rigorous contact tracing, isolation of those infected and 
quarantine of people who may have been exposed to the virus.” 

The Harrisburg (PA) Patriot-News (5/19, Wenner, 427K) reports that “Pennsylvania will receive $301 million 
to expand its ability to test for the new coronavirus.” Azar said, “The Trump administration stands ready to 
support and guide states in their life-saving work fo combat the virus and reopen our country.” 

The Idaho Press Tribune (5/19, 2K) reports the HHS “is sending $56 million to Idaho to expand the siate’s 
COVID-19 testing capability.” The HHS release said, “Jurisdictions will use the funding they receive to meet the 
testing goals laid out in their COVID-19 testing plans, including purchasing supplies (such as test kits and other 
testing supplies, as necessary).” 

The Orangeburg (SC) Times And Democrat (5/79, 53K) reports the HHS “is delivering $718,690,217 in new 
funding to South Carolina to support testing for COVID-19.” Dr. Redfield said, “As the nation cautiously begins 
the phased approach to reopening, this considerable investment in expanding both testing and contact tracing 
capacity for states, localities, territories and tribal communities is essential. .. Readily accessible testing is a 
critical component of a four-pronged public health strategy — including rigorous contact tracing, isolation of 
confirmed cases, and quarantine.” 


Trump Defends Decision To Take Anti-Malaria Drug; Pelosi Says It’s Not For “Morbidly 
Obese.” 


The AP (5/19, Miller} reports President Trump “emphatically defended himself Tuesday against criticism from 
medical experts that his announced use of a malaria drug against the coronavirus could spark wide misuse by 
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Americans of the unproven treatment with potentially fatal side effects.” Trump’s “revelation a day earlier that he 
was taking hydroxychloroquine caught many in his administration by surprise and set off an urgent effort by 
officials to justify his action.” He “asserted without evidence that a study of veterans raising alarm about the drug 
was ‘false’ and an ‘enemy statement, even as his own government warned that the drug should be administered 
for COVID-19 only in a hospital or research setting.” 

The Washington Post (5/19, Chiu, 14.2M) reports Trump’s announcement that he “has been taking the drug 
in combination with zinc for about 10 days as a preventive measure against the novel virus prompted numerous 
questions, reactions and concerns, including an unflattering suggestion from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D- 
Calif.) that the president shouldn’t be using the medicine because he is ‘morbidly obese.” 


& (5/19, story 3, 3:15, Muir, 
8.47M), NBC Nightly News = (5/19, story 3, 2:45, Holt, 7.39M), USA Today (5/19, Fritze, Subramanian, 10.31M)}, 
Forbes (5/19, Perez, 9.71M), Politico (5/19, McGraw, Cook, 4.29M)}, Politico Magazine (5/19, Kruse, 4.29M), Vox 
(5/19, Rupar, 2.27M), Axios (5/19, Rummier, 527K}, the Washington Examiner (5/19, Soeliner, 448K), the New 
York Post (5/19, Bowden, 4.57M), Reuters (5/19, Holland, Anmann), Bloomberg (5/19, Wingrove, 4.73M), USA 
Today (5/19, Cummings, 10.31M), The Hill (5/19, Samuels, 2.98M), HuffPost (5/19, Boboltz, 1.67M), the 
Washington Times (5/19, Howell, Sherfinski, 492K), and the Washington Times (5/18, Sherfinski, 492K), in a 


Among other media outlets providing coverage are: ABC World News Tonigh 


separate article. 


Trump Administration Indefinitely Extends Public-Health Order Preventing Asylum Seekers 
From Crossing The Border. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/19, Hackman, Restuccia, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that on Tuesday 
the Trump Administration indefinitely extended a public-health order that allows it to prevent immigrants seeking 
asylum from entering the US. The order will stay in effect until the Administration determines COVID-139 is no 
longer a public-health threat. 

The AP (5/19) reports the Administration announced an order signed by Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention director Robert Redfield that indefinitely extends strict border enforcement policy due fo the 
coronavirus pandemic. The order “said it should remain because of public health conditions in the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico as a result of the coronavirus pandemic,” and allows “Customs and Border Patrol to immediately 
expel anyone stopped trying to enter the country without authorization, including people seeking asylum.” 

ABC News (5/19, Owen, 2.97M) reports Redfield wrote in the order that “it would be counterproductive and 
dangerous to undermine” domestic efforis to limit the spread of COVID-19 “by permitting the introduction of 
persons from outside the United States who pase a risk of transmission of COVID-19 within (Homeland Security) 
facilities or the U.S. interior.” ABC News adds that the CDC will review the order every 30 days, and it will remain 
in effect “until the CDC Director determines that the danger of further introduction of COVID-19 into the United 
States” no longer posses a risk to public health. 

The Washington Times (5/19, Dinan, 492K} says the CDC “made ithe move under the Public Health Act.” 
Since being implemented, the policy “has reduced the number of illegal immigrants in Border Patrol holding 
facilities from about 20,000 at this time last year to fewer than 100, drastically reducing the risk of coronavirus 
transmission.” 
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Axios (5/18, Kight, 521K) reports Acting Department of Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf praised the 
decision, calling the order “one of the most critical tools the Department has used to prevent the further spread of 
the virus.” 

According to CBS News (5/19, Montoya-Galvez, 3.68M), officials have used the policy fo “bypass the 
immigration, asylum and anti-trafficking laws that govern the processing of migrants. More than 20,000 migrants 
were expelled from the U.S. southern border under the order in April and the last 11 days of March.” 

The Hill (5/19, Moreno, 2.98M) reporis Andrea Flores, deputy director of immigration policy for the American 
Civil Liberties Union, criticized the order in a statement, arguing that the “restrictions have nothing to do with 
curbing the spread of COVID-19.” 

Similar coverage is provided by the National Review (5/19, Evans, 731K}, Newsweek (5/19, Martin, 1.53M), 
and the New York Post (5/19, Barone, 4.57M)}. 


Arizona Receives $150M CDC Grant To Fight COVID-19. 


The Arizona Republic (5/19, Steinbach, 869K) reports the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention awarded 
the Arizona Department of Health Services 4 $750 million grant to support COVID-19 response efforts. 
Department Director Dr. Cara Christ said in a statement, “This additional funding will support the critical needs of 
Arizona public health departments as we work with our partners fo augment activities to prevent and control the 
spread of COVID-19.” 


FDA Officials Recuse Themselves From COVID-19 Vaccine Matters. 


STAT (5/419, 24K) reports that two top FDA “officials, suddenly at the center of the White House's effort to speed 
approval for Covid-19 vaccines, will recuse themselves from the agency’s considerations about whether to 
approve those products, according to an email obtained by STAT.” On Friday, “President Trump formally 
unveiled Operation Warp Speed.” STAT says “Janet Woodcock and Peter Marks, who head the FDA’s drug and 
biologic centers, respectively, will oversee Warp Speed’s efforts on therapeutics and vaccines. But the inclusion 
of top FDA brass in the effort almost immediately raised concerns for activists who have long sounded the alarm 
over industry influence at the FDA.” Both Woodcock and Marks will continue as the director of their centers, but 
will “recuse themselves from the supervisory chain of command in matters related to product review decisions for 
applications related to the areas that they are advancing that have a nexus to COVID-19,” according to an FDA- 
wide email sent to staff from Commissioner Stephen Hahn. 


Outbreak Of Coronavirus At Minnesota Glass Factory Causes Plant To Close For Two Days 
For Deep Cleaning. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/19, DePass, 1.04M) reports “a COVID-19 outbreak among 81 workers at 
Viracon’s architectural glass factory caused the Owatonna plant to close down for deep-cleaning for two days 
last week, health officials said.” The factory “has the fourth largest outbreak among manufacturers in Minnesota, 
behind meat-processing facilities JBS in Worthington, Jennie-O Turkey Store in Willmar and Melrose, and 
Pilgrim's Pride in Cold Spring, the Minnesota Depariment of Health (MDH) said.” Viracon “said it has been 
following Centers for Disease Control and Prevention protocols since it had is first case.” 


Teenage Girl In Baltimore Dies From MIS-C. 
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ABC World News Tonigh = (5/19, story 4, 2:10, Muir, 8.47M) reported Baltimore officials announced “the death 
of a 15-year-old from thai inflammatory syndrome linked to COVID-19.” The airl’s “mother says [she] went to the 
hospital with a stomachache and went downhill quickly. She had trouble breathing, and her heari was failing. 
Days later, she was pul on a ventilator. Within hours [she] was gone.” The girl “tested positive for COVID-19 
antibodies.” Physicians are “now reporting more than 200 cases of the syndrome across 25 states.” 

NBC Nightly News = (5/19, story 2, 2:15, Holt, 7.39M) reporied “the CDC held a briefing call with doctors on 
what it’s learning about the illness, now found in atleast 24 states and 9 countries around the world. Cases seem 


to be peaking about a month behind COVID-19." Many “children didn’t know they had coronavirus, suggesting 
the illness comes from an overactive immune response.” 

The New York Post (5/19, Salo, 4.57M)} reporis “the new coronavirus-related condition detected in dozens 
of New York City kids will be called multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children, or MIS-C, going forward — as 
doctors across the country work together to find out more about the mysiery illness.” New York City “Mayor Bill 
de Biasio said the disease, which the city has been calling pediatric multisystem inflammatory syndrome, or 
PMIS, will be referred to by the new name in line with new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
guidance.” 


CDC Posts Road Map For Reopening Weeks After States Already Started. 


The Washington Post (8/19, Meckler, Weiner, 14.2M) reports the CDC “this week laid out its detailed, delayed 
road map for reopening schools, child-care facilities, restaurants and mass transit, weeks after covid-weary 
states began opening on their own terms.” The agency “cautioned that some institutions should stay closed for 
now and said reopening should be guided by coronavirus transmission rates.” For schools, the agency 
“recommended a raft of social distancing policies: desks at least six feet apart and facing the same direction, 
lunch in classrooms, staggered arrival times, cloth masks for staff and daily temperature screenings for 
everyone.” 

Similarly, CNN (5/19, Valencia, Kelly, 83.16M) reports the CDC “has posted 60 pages of detailed guidelines 
on how to reopen the United States from coronavirus pandemic stay-at-home orders on the agency’s website.” 
The new “guidance was a slightly shorter version of a 68-page document shelved by the White House last week 
after concerns it was too specific.” Roger Severino, the director of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS, is quoted as 
saying, “Protections against religious discrimination aren't suspended during an emergency. ... This means the 
federal government cannot single out religious conduct as somehow being more dangerous or worthy of scrutiny 
than comparable secular behavior. HHS has a duty to instruct the public on how to stay safe during this crisis 
and can absolutely do so without dictating to people how they should worship Gad.” 


Redfield Says US Is Ready To Start Reopening In Interview. 


The Hill (5/19, Samuels, 2.98M) reports CDC Director Robert Redfield “said Tuesday that he believes the US. is 
ready to begin reopening, even as he acknowledged the need to invest further in the nation’s public health 
infrastructure and expand contact tracing to avoid sustained outbreaks.” Redfield said during an interview with 
The Hill, “| want to clarify that the community-based transmission, the community-fo-community transmission that 
overwhelmed the public health departments in late February, March, April, that’s really coming down.” He “told 
The Hill that the CDC is working with state public health agencies to contain outbreaks in nursing homes, among 
homeless populations, in meatpacking facilities and in other areas.” 
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Newsweek (5/20, Villarreal, 1.53M) reports “Redfield said the CDC wants to hire an additional 30,000 [fo] 
100,000 people to serve as coniact tracers nationwide.” Those “tracers would help track and test newly infected 
coronavirus patients in an atternpt fo quickly quarantine them and...iest any people they may have encountered 
at home or in public.” 

The interview can be found here (5/19, Clemons, 2.98M)}. 


FDA To Launch New Research Project Focused On Real-World Evidence To Learn More 
About COVID-19. 


Bloomberg Law (5/19, Lee, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) “said 
Tuesday it’s pairing up with the data company Aetion to research Covid-19 complications and what types of 
medicines virus patients are taking, which could help researchers learn more about which treatments are 
effective.” FDA Principal Deputy Commissioner of Food and Drugs Amy Abernethy said in a statement that the 
partnership with Aetion will add to the data the FDA has already gained through the use of its internal drug 
moniioring systern called Sentinel to “contribute to the scientific evaluation of potential diagnostics and 
interventions for COVID-19,” 

STAT (5/19, Herper, 24K) and FierceBiotech (5/19, Hale) also report. 


Opinion: FDA Blocking Bill Gates-Associated Group From Testing For COVID-19. 


In an opinion in the Washington Examiner (5/19, 448K), contributor Tim Worstall writes that “the FDA has just 
toid a Bill Gates-associated group to stop testing for COVID-19." Worstall says, “Previously unknown cases were 
being discovered, and the tesis being used were more accurate than the ones from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention that the FDA had been insisting everyone must use and only use.” Worstall adds, “In 
America, itis necessary to have a writien and signed permission from a government-licensed professional (a 
prescription) to stick a Q-tip up your own nose.” 


FDA Approves Covis’ IND To Launch Study Of Asthma Drug In COVID-19. 


Reuters (5/19, Miller} reports the FDA approved Covis Pharma’s Investigational New Drug filing to start “a late- 
stage U.S. randomized inal of its asthma drug Alvesco” (ciclesonide) in non-hospitalized “COVID-19 patients 12 
years old and up, Covis said in a statement on Tuesday.” 


New York Governor Says State’s Capital Region Can Reopen, Touts Progress On 
Coronavirus. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/19, Beason, 4.64M) reporis, “As governors across the country wrestle with when and 
how to fully reopen their states, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said his state’s capital region would reopen on 
Wednesday and that Long Island could soon follow.” During “his daily news briefing Tuesday, Cuomo said he 
was encouraged by an increase in testing for the novel coronavirus” and “touted ithe decline in the daily death 
rate in some paris of the state as proof that his emergency restrictions on gatherings and businesses, though 
devastating for the state’s economy, were working.” 

Bloomberg (5/19, Clukey, 4.73M)} reports that “the Capilal Region is the seventh of 10 regions that have met 
the required metrics, Cuomo said.” in addition to “Long Island, New York City and the Mid-Hudson region remain 
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on lockdown.” Bloomberg adds, “Two weeks ago, an average of 100 Long Island residents were dying every day 
from Covid-19: today the average is 13, Cuomo said.” 

CNN (5/19, Joseph, Levenson, 83.16M) reports the siate “will allow Memorial Day ceremonies honoring 
America’s military veterans to be held with up to 10 people in atlendance...Cuormo said.” The restriction “is based 
on advice from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and local governments can decide if and 
how they want to hold the ceremonies, Cuomo said.” Moreover, Cuomo “said he hoped that the ceremonies 
would be broadcast for people in their area.” 

Cuomo Says Coronavirus Vaccine Should Se Distributed Fairly. Moreover, Reuters (5/19, Singh, 
Layne) reporis Cuomo “said...any vaccine to prevent the coronavirus should be distributed fairly without regard 


for wealth and called for U.S. crisis leadership based on competence and not Twitter posts.” Cuomo said, “You 
have to know what you are doing now — not just look like what you are doing, not just sound like what you are 
doing. ... You have to be smart. You are not going to tweet your way through this.” He “spoke following news on 
Monday that an experimental COVID-19 vaccine made by biotech company Moderna Inc...produced protective 
antibodies in a small group of healthy volunteers.” 


Louisiana Releases Data On Coronavirus Deaths, Infections Among Nursing Homes For 
First Time. 


The New Orleans Times-Picayune (5/19, Roberts, Russell, 480K) reports that on Monday, Louisiana, “for the first 
time since the pandemic’s earliest days, released data about how many deaths and infections had occurred 
within each of the 279 licensed nursing homes across the state.” The newly released data show “outbreaks in 
some nursing homes have been jaw-dropping in scale ~ with dozens of deaths and scores of infections — while 
others have apparently yet to be touched by the virus,” and include “information never released before, including 
numbers of cases among both residents and staff at individual homes, as well as the numbers of resident 
deaths.” Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards “said the state’s move from a ‘mitigation’ phase of fighting the virus to 
a ‘suppression’ phase enabled the new reporting,” which “also closely tracks similar reporting that is planned by 
the federal government, through the” CDC and CMS. CMS Administrator Seema Verma “said Monday that 
baseline testing of residents and siaff musi happen before nursing homes can begin to loosen restriclions on 
nursing home residents and visitors.” 


Washington Governor Says Ten Additional Counties Can Apply To Move To Second Stage 
Of Reopening. 


The AP (5/19, la Corte) reports, “Ten additional counties in Washington can apply to move to the second stage of 
the state’s economic reopening plan, based on new guidelines announced Tuesday by Gov. Jay Inslee that 
allows larger counties with fewer new coronavirus cases to open some of their businesses sooner.” The counties 
identified on “Tuesday — Spokane, Adams, Mason, Thurston, Lewis, Clark, Clallam, Kitsap, Island and San Juan 
— are those with fewer than 10 new cases per 100,000 residents over a 14-day period.” Gov. Inslee said, “This 
criteria for the next phase of our recovery plan is consistent with the CDC guidelines for opening regions 
nationwide.” 


Many Connecticut Stores, Restaurants Not Planning To Immediately Reopen When Some 
Restrictions Are Lifted. 
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The AP (5/19, Eaton) reports that many of Connecticut’s “stores, attractions and restauranis aren't planning to 
immediately set up shop Wednesday when some restrictions are lifted in the first phase of Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
plan to reopen the state frorn its COVID-19 shutdown.” Connecticut “will allow the reopening of outdoor dining 
areas, offices, retail shops and malls, museums and zoos, and outdoor recreation businesses — all with social 
distancing requiremenis.” Connecticut Restaurant Association Executive Director Scott Dolch “said he expecis 
only about 25% of the state’s restaurants will have the ability to offer the outdoor-only service.” Moreover, former 
FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb “said he...believes the state is at the point where it can ‘contemplate a 
thoughiful staged reopening of the economic activity, having been successful in flattening the curve.” 


FDA Grants Austin-Based Company Emergency Clearance For At-Home COVID-19 Testing 
Kit. 

The Houston Chronicle (5/19, de Luna, 730K) reporis the Austin-based company Everlywell “has been granted 
emergency clearance by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for an at-home COVID-19 testing kit” 
The testing kit “allows a consumer to take a nasal sample at home and send it to a laboratory for the diagnosis,” 
and “will be available later this month for $109 each.” The move “comes after the FDA blocked several 
companies that have developed at-home testing kits, including Everiywell, from the market in March over 
concerns that they would not be administered accurately.” 


Trump’s Decision To Take Malaria Drug Defies Government Warnings, Advice From 
Experts. 


ABC News (5/19, Gittleson, Phelps, 2.97M) reports that after months “of promoting the anti-malarial medication 
hydroxychioroquine as a treatment for the novel coronavirus — despite no evidence it helps, and might even hurt, 
patients — President Donald Trump bucked the advice of health officials across the world when he announced 
Monday he was using it as a preventative measure.” There “is no evidence the drug works as a prophylactic for 
COVID-19, for which two White House staffers tested positive about a week and a half ago.” It “was around that 
time, Trump said, that he started taking hydroxychloroquine, after consulting the White House physician; he did 
nol say exactly prompted him to do so, but he denied it was because he had been ‘exposed’ to the virus, as a 
reporter put iL” 

The Hill (5/19, Samuels, 2.98M)} also reporis. 

Trump’s Statement On Taking Anti-Malaria Drug Underscores Fox News Mixed Message. 
The New York Times (5/19, Grynbaum, 18.61M} reporis that President Trump’s statemeni that he is taking an 
anti-malaria drug io stave off COVID-19 has underscored the mixed message coming out of Fox News on the 
drug. On Monday night, Trump “unleashed a barrage against the Fox News anchor Neil Cavuto, who gave a 
withering on-air assessment of the president's announcement that he was ingesting hydroxychioroquine, a 
malaria drug that can pose dangers for coronavirus patienis.” Then, On Tuesday's “Fox & Friends,” the co-host 
Brian Kiimeade “highlighted studies in France and China that are often cited by the drug’s proponents.” 

Analysis: Fox News Host's Warnings On Trump-Touted Drug Are important. In an analysis for 
the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M)}, National Correspondent Philip Bump writes President Trump quickly tock 
issue with Fox News host Neil Cavuto’s warnings about the use of hydroxycholoroquine after the President 
revealed on Monday that he himself is taking the drug. Bump writes, “At some point on Monday evening, Trump 
caught wind of Cavuto’s real-time contradiction of his embrace of the medication. He retweeted six different 
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criticisms of Cavuto’s remarks, including one using a vulgar term to describe the Fox host.” Bump argues that 
“conflict is unusually important. Fox News viewers are being asked io believe either that Trump’s use of 
hydroxychioroquine is at worst innocuous and, at best, potentially lifesaving — or that, as Cavuto put il, there’s a 
significant risk of death associated with its use and no non-anecdotal evidence of ils efficacy.” 

The Hill (5/19, Budryk, 2.98M) reports former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb “responded Tuesday to 
President Trump’s claim that he has been taking the antimalarial drug hydroxychloroquine as a prophylactic 
against the coronavirus, saying he was surprised the president would ‘need’ to take the drug.” Goltlieb told 
CNEC, “My belief would be that he’s at very low risk of contracting COVID,” noting that Trump and everyone who 
comes into contact with him is being tested regularly. 

Forbes (5/19, Brewster, 9.71M} and The Hill (8/19, Wise, 2.98M), in a separate article, also repart. 

Opinion: Trump Tirade Against Fox News Host Contains Key Tell. in the Washington Post (5/19, 
14.2M) “The Plum Line” blog, Greg Sargent writes that President Trump “is again raging al Fox News, because 
anchor Neil Cavuto challenged Trump’s new declaration that he has been taking hydroxychloroquine. Cavuto 
noted that numerous studies have shown the drug’s benefits are unproven and that taking it with preexisting 
conditions can kill you.” Sargent writes, “That set off Trump. Only this time, there's a key tell lurking underneath 
Trump’s fury: His own doctor has yet to say whether Trump is actualy taking the drug.” 

Opinion: Trump Statement He’s Taking Unproven Drug Reflects His Poisoning Of Body 
Politic. In an opinion piece for The Atlantic (5/19, 3.47M), Staff Writer David A. Graham writes that President 
Trump’s “bizarre announcement yesterday that he’s been taking hydroxychioroquine is an excellent micracosm 
of his handling of the coronavirus pandemic. Trump ignores doctors and scientists.” Graham argues, “lf Trump 
wishes to put dangerous medicines into his body, that is of course his prerogative. It’s a free country. But with his 
hydroxychloroquine two-step, he risks encouraging other Americans to put it into their body too. In that way, 
Trump’s announcement that he’s taking hydroxychloroquine echoes his handling of the pandemic: poisoning the 
entire body politic with chaos, misinformation, and distrust.” 

Analysis: Trump’s Statement He is Taking Malaria Drug is Meant To Undermine 
Whistleblower. In an analysis for the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M), National Correspondent Philip Bump 
wriles, “There was a specific reason for President Trump’s sudden announcement on Monday that he was taking 
the antimalarial drug hydroxychloroquine. His goal was to undermine a whistleblower who had raised questions 
about the administration’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic, a whistleblower who claimed that it was his 
skepticism about the utility of the drug that led to his firing. How could hydroxychlioroquine be as dangerous as 
farmer top vaccine official Rick Bright suggested, Trump offered, given that he himself was using it?” 


FDA Commissioner Seems To Soften Agency’s Stance On Malaria Drug Trump Says He Is 
Taking. 
CNBC (5/19, Lovelace, 3.62M) reports the FDA “said Tuesday thal taking hydroxychloroquine is ‘ultimately’ a 
choice between patients and their health-care providers, appearing to soften lis earlier advisory against taking 
the anti-malaria drug outside of a hospital.” FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn “said in a statement to CNBC: 
‘The decision to take any drug is ullimately a decision between a patient and their doctor.” The comments “came 
a day after President Donald Trump said he has been taking hydroxychloroquine daily for over a week to prevent 
infection from the coronavirus.” 

The Hill (5/19, Kiar, 2.98M)} also reporis. 
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NFL Explores Addition Of Surgical Or N95 Material To The Face Masks Of Players’ Helmets. 


The Washington Post (5/19, Boren, 14.2M) reports, “When the NFL staris up, the novel coronavirus pandemic is 
going to dictate changes.” For example, “one such change could be the addition of surgical or N95 material to 
the face masks on players’ helmets.” The league and “sports equipment cormpany Oakley are testing prototypes, 
and Thom Mayer, the NFL Players Association’s medical director, said ‘there will probably be a recommendation’ 
to use modified masks.” According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “the tightfitting N95 
respirator mask is the most effective, fitlering at least 95 percent of large and small airborne particles.” 


Uncertainty At Nursing Homes Weighs On Residents And Their Families. 


STAT (8/19, Zia, 24K) profiles a nursing home resident in Cleveland, Mehdi Saghafi, who tested positive for 
coronavirus in late April. Saghafi “was immediately transferred to a separate unit and is being kept in isolation 
there for 27 days, even longer than the two-week isolation period recommended by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.” Now, “his family worries Saghafi feels abandoned ~ and fears for his psychological 
health on top of any physical conditions he could develop.” Stil, “it’s not clear” to Saghafi’s family or others when 
nursing homes will return to some form of normaicy. 


Almost 70% Of Black Residents In South Carolina Are “Extremely Concerned” About 
Coronavirus While Only 27% Of White Residents Report The Same, Poll Finds. 


Newsweek (5/18, Fearnow, 7.53) reports, “Nearly 70 percent of black residents in South Carolina are 
‘extremely concerned’ about COVID-19 outbreaks in their community versus 27 percent of white South 
Carolinians who said the same,” according to a Clemson University “Palmetto Poll.” In an echo of “racial and 
ethnic minority factors put forth by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),” Steve Miller, a 
Clemson Associate Professor who designed the survey, “told Newsweek that black South Carolinians are on 
average poorer and less likely to be able to work remotely.” The poll also “found massive partisan political 
divides in regards to all things related to the pandemic, with 71 percent of Democrats expressing worry about 
becoming sick with COVID-79 compared to just 37 percent of the state’s Republicans.” 


Closed Tennessee Hospital Received More Than $120K In COVID-19 Relief Aid. 


Newsweek (5/19, Rahman, 1.53M) reports, “A haspital in Tennessee received more than $120,000 in 
coronavirus relief — but it has been closed for almost a year.” The hospital, Jamestown Regional Medical Center 
(JRMC), received “$121,722 from the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Provider Relief Fund 
under the CARES Act, the department said.” The aid “is intended to provide support to hospitals and health care 
providers on the front lines of the coronavirus response.” HHS’ website says that “the relief money ‘supports 
healihcare-related expenses or lost revenue attributable to COVID-19 and ensures Americans can get testing 
and treatment for COVID-19."" However, “according to WBIR, ihe Jarnestown hospital has been closed since 
June 2019.” 


Canada, US Agree To Extend Border Closure Agreement On Non-Essential Travel. 


The AP (5/18) reports “Canada and the US have agreed io extend their agreement to keep border closed to non- 
essential travel to June 21 during the coronavirus pandemic.” 
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Fox News (5/79, Rambaran, 27.59M) reporis CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield “said the restrictions should 
remain in effect until the CDC ‘determines that the danger of further introduction of COVID-19 into the United 
States from covered aliens has ceased to be a serious danger to the public health.” 

USA Today (5/19, All, 10.31M)}, The Hill (5/18, Moreno, 2.98M}, and the New York Daily News (5/79, 
Theisen, 2.52M) also report. 


Podcast Explores Why COVID-19 Is Killing Black Americans At Higher Rates. 


The New York Times (5/20, 18.61M) reports in an episode of The Daily podcast on its site that COVID-19 “is 
killing black Americans at staggeringly higher rates than white Americans.” In the podcast, Linda Villarosa “spoke 
to Nicole Charles in New Orleans about the death of her husband, Cornell Charles, known as Dickey.” The 
Times adds, “Black Americans can face subconscious bias from medical professionals when they seek care,” 
and “the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have advised health professionals to be on the lookout for 
such bias.” 


Refusing To Comply With Mandatory Face-Covering Policies In The Workplace Could Get 
People Fired, Attorneys Say. 


Bloomberg BNA (5/28, Smith, lafolia, 4K) reports, “Workers who refuse to wear face coverings during the 
pandemic can face discipline or termination, with scant legal options available for them to challenge that 
coronavirus prevention policy.” Mandatory face-covering policies based on Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommendations “are a common component of most tentative reopening plans,” and “this safety 
precaution is a term of employment that, if broken, can justify a termination except in limited circumstances, such 
as medical or religious reasons that prevent a worker from wearing a face covering, aliorneys said.” 


Hospital Staff Preparing For Next Phase Of New York City’s Coronavirus Outbreak. 


The New York Times (5/20, Fink, 18.67M) reports that “across New York City, hospitals have moved into a new 
phase in their battle against the coronavirus.” In the city, “the number of new patients and the daily death toll 
have dropped sharply. ... The emergency room at Elmhurst Hospital in Queens, once overwhelmed, treats barely 
a third of the people it did before the outbreak.” Physicians and hospital executives, “wary about what comes 
next as the city looks to ease out of its near lockdown, are asking whether this is a lull before a new wave of 
cases or a less chaotic slog. At hospitals, staff members are preparing for both possibilities.” 


HHS Announces $5 Million In Funding For Efforts To Study Health IT During The COVID-19 
Pandemic. 


HIT Infrastructure (5/19, McGrail} reports that recently, HHS “announced a new funding opportunity...through the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) that will award $5 million to support research efforts 
gauging provider use of heaith IT tools during the pandemic.” The money “will support novel, high-impact studies 
that evaluate the responsiveness of healthcare delivery systems, healthcare professionals, and the overall US 
healthcare system during the COVID-19 pandemic.” According to HHS Secretary Alex Azar, “This funding will 
help us understand, as rapidly as we can, ihe ways in which our health systems were successful or challenged 
during the response to the COVID-19 virus.” 


GADB0000003417 


CVS Returns HHS Pandemic Funds. 


Fox Business (5/19, Manfredi, 1.73M) reports that in a letter fo Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, 
CVS Health announced it “will return roughly $43.3 million it received in payments through the CARES Act 
Provider Relief Fund.” CVS President & CEO Larry Merlo wrote that his company received the funds from HHS 
“as part of an automatic distribution,” and he “hopes returning the funds will allow HHS to provide additional 
support to other providers facing ‘significant financial challenges’ as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.” 


Children’s Hospitals Ask Federal Government For Additional Funding To Cover 
“Catastrophic” Pandemic Losses. 


ABC News (5/19, Rubin, 2.97M) reporis in a letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar on Monday, “75 children’s 
hospitals across the couniry...asked the federal government for more funding to help sustain their operations” 
amid “catastrophic” losses brought on by the coronavirus pandemic. The hospitals “have experienced an over 
40% decline in revenues and are currently incurring approximately 52 billion in losses per month, according to 
the letter.” 

The Hill (5/19, Easley, 2.98M) reporis that the letter requests “money from the Public Health and Social 
Services Emergency Fund (PHSSEF), which was allocated about $175 billion through two coronavirus relief 
packages passed by Congress in March and April.” The Hill says “HHS has so far released two tranches of 
funding, but there is estimated to be about $90 billion remaining in the fund.” 

According to Kaiser Health News (5/19, Wolfson), “children have largely escaped the ravages of COVID-19, 
but children’s hospitals have not eluded the financial pain the pandemic has wrought on healthcare providers.” 
Paul A. King, CEO of Stanford Children’s Health, said: “We turned off a significant volume of our activity fora 
surge that isn’t going to occur. And since we've had continuing expenses, it’s been pretty devastating.” 

Fox News (5/19, Diaz, 27.59M) provides similar coverage. 


Opinion: Moderna’s Promising Results Should Not Distract From How Far Away A Mass- 
Produced COVID-19 Vaccine Remains. 


In an opinion in the Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M)}, Heidi Morefield writes that President Trump on Friday 
“announced ‘Operation Warp Speed,’ a funding and logistics partnership between the government and 
pharmaceutical companies to develop, manufacture and distribute hundreds of millions of doses of a covid-19 
vaccine by the end of 2020.” Morefield adds, “While on Monday biotech company Moderna reported pramising 
results from early human irials for one potential coronavirus vaccine, we shauidn’t lose sight of the fact that there 
are miles to go before we have millions of doses of an effective vaccine.” Morefield points to 1984 when “Health 
and Human Services Secretary Margaret Heckler asserted that” an HIV vaccine “would be ready for clinical trials 
within two years.” 


Trump Administration Reportedly Deporting Unaccompanied Minors “Under The Cover” Of 
The COVID-19 Pandemic. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/18, O'Toole, 4.64M} reports, “Under the cover of the coronavirus, Trump officials are 
targeting unaccompanied [im]migrant minors for deportation even as lawyers fight to force their release to 
relatives in the U.S. who've applied to sponsor them, advocates across the country say.” The Times describes 
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the case of a 16-year-old girl who was almosi deported to Guatemala. She was held under guard, was not 
allowed io contact anyone, and was transferred from state to state without explanation. The Times says this 
incident “llustrates how the sysiem often leaves children alone to bear the brunt of the unpredictable swings of 
fate in their cases.” The Times adds, “Mark Weber, a spokesman for the Department of Health and Human 
Services, which houses the Office of Refugee Resettlement, or ORR, which Congress charged with the care and 
placement of unaccompanied fim]migrani minors, said the agency doesn’t comment on individual cases 
‘because of privacy and safety issues.” 


Top HHS Official Questions Whether Mental Health Getting Enough Attention During 
Pandemic. 


The Washington Examiner (5/19, Dibble, 448K) reports thai the top “substance abuse official in the Department 
of Health and Human Services said that the uptick in substance abuse and suicide deserves as much concern as 
the coronavirus.” During a Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, “Dr. Elinore McCance-Kaitz, the assistant secretary for 
mental health and substance use, warned that the effecis of the coronavirus shutdowns on the mental health of 
citizens will last much longer than the COVID-19 virus pandemic.” She “questioned whether public health officials 
have been placing enough weight on the mental well-being of individuals during the pandemic.” 

The Daily Caller (5/19, Davis, 716K) also reports. 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 


Powell, Mnuchin Outline Contrasting Perils Facing Economy 

Walmart Sales Surge As Coronavirus Drives Americans To Stockpile 
Landlords Fume As Starbucks, Other Chains Seek Extended Rent Cuts 
Return Of Car Traffic Fuels Surge In Oil 

China’s ‘Wolf Warrior Diplomats Are Ready To Fight 

Can France Say Hello Without A Kiss On The Cheek? 


New York Times: 
Mnuchin And Powell Warn Of Economic Scarring, And Offer Divergent Solutions 


‘An Overwhelming Tsunami’ For Food Banks Going Mobile 

Johnson & Johnson To End Talc-Based Baby Powder Sales In North America 
lran Quietly Lowers The Temperature With US 

Fever Checks And Quarantine Dorms: The Fall College Experience? 


Virus Raged At City Jails, Leaving 1,259 Guards Infected And 6 Dead 


Washington Post: 
In Pakistan, Learning Reduced To TV Specials 
Trump Ally Gets Biggest Border Wall Deal To Date 
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Mnuchin Defends Push To Reopen As Democrats Attack 
A ‘Medical Dictator’ To Some, A Hero To Others 


As They Fight Virus, Asian Americans Battle Racism 
Biden On Immigration: I’m Not Trump 


Financial Times: 

Mnuchin Says US Ready To ‘Take Losses’ On $500BN Bailout 
Lockdowns Lead To ‘Extreme’ — But Temporary — Fall In Emissions 
Five Robots That Hope To Save The US Food Supply Chain 
Facebook Takes On Amazon With Online Shopping Venture 


Washington Times: 

Trump Dismisses Hydroxychloroquine Criticism, Pelosi: ‘She’s A Waste Of Time’ 

Help Wanted: Business Owners Can't Compete With Generous Unemployment Benefits 

Trump Signs Broad Order To Speed Deregulation And Relax Red Tape For Economic Recovery 
Coronavirus Threatens To Permanently Close Doctors’ Practices: ‘Uncertainty ls Overwhelming’ 


Fed, Treasury To Use ‘Full Range Of Tools’ To Prop Up Virus-Ravaged Economy 
Lawmaker Wants Swastika Memorials Removed From US Veterans’ Cemeteries 


Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News: 

ABC: South Korea-Immunity to Virus; Coronavirus-Vaccine; Trump-Hydroxychioroquine; Pediatric Multi-System 
inflammatory Syndrome; Reopening Economy; Georgia-Ahmaud Arbery Case; Midwest Flooding; Wife of 
Astronaut John Glenn Dies; New Hampshire-Family Shows Support For Nurses At Hospital. 

NBC: South Korea-Immunity to Virus; Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome; Trump- 
Hydroxychloroquine; Reopening Economy; Mexico-Reopening; Domestic Violence; Coronavirus-African 
Americans; Johnson & Johnson-Talc Baby Powder; Wife of Astronaut John Glenn Dies: Nightly News: Kids 
Edition. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Trump-Hydroxychloroquine — 6 minutes, 0 seconds 

South Korea-lmmunity to Virus ~ 5 minutes, 5 seconds 

Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome — 4 minutes, 25 seconds 
Reopening Economy — 3 minutes, 50 seconds 

Coronavirus — 3 minutes, 30 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: South Korea-Immunity to Virus; Coronavirus-African Americans; NYC-UV Light to Clean Subways; USS 
Theodore Roosevelt-Back to Sea; Johnson & Johnson-Taic Baby Powder. 

CBS: Michigan-Flooding; Senate-Mnuchin; Housing Market; California-Reopening; Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; 
Facebook-Online Businesses; Oregon Primary; Wall Street. 

FOX: Trump-Farm Relief Package; Trump-Hydroxychioroquine: Michigan-Flooding. 
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NPR: DOr. Birx-Decline in Cases; CDC-Migrants Restrictions; US/Canada Border io Remain Closed to Non- 
Essential Travel: Johnson & Johnson-Taic Baby Powder; Oregon Primary; Wall Street. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Jimmy Kimmel: “Ronald McDonald Trump dropped a doozy yesterday. He sent the press into a frenzy. ... 
Remember thal drug he had high hopes for and then they did some studies and found that it did not help COVID 
patients, and in fact, made them more likely to die? Well yesterday, Trump announced that he’s taking IL. ... He’s 
heard a lot of good stories. He got a checkup from Dr. Seuss.” 


Jimmy Aiminiel: “You have to hand it to Trump — just when you think he can't get any crazier, he starts 
popping FDA-disapproved drugs. And telling everyone else to try it, too.” 


Jiimy Kamel: “Our President is a hydroxy moron. | know it’s hard to process, but are we surprised that the 
guy who thought windmills cause cancer thinks a lupus drug kills coronavirus?” 


Jimmy Aimumel: “The truth is, | don’t think Trump has any idea what drugs he’s taking. He’s like a dog. Mike 
Pompeo just puts a bunch of pills in peanut butter and feeds it to him.” 


Jimmy Rimmel: Why would he do this? Why would he do this, to prevent coronavirus, and not wear a mask? | 
thought about it for a long time last night. And I’ve come to what | think is the only reasonable conclusion: He’s 
trying to kill himself. Remember how we ail said he didn’t really want to be President? ... That he’s miserable in 
the White House? ... | think he’s had enough. | think he’s worried he might get re-elected, despite the fact that 
he's done everything possible to make sure no one would ever want to vote for him again. ... He’s still popular 
and still trapped in that White House. And there’s only one way out: a big glass of bleach with a hydro and Z- 
pack chaser.” 


Jimny Kimrel: “| don’t think people understand. This is a cry for help. Everyone is paying attention, but no 
one is paying attention. His Twitter feed alone is basically the world’s longest suicide note. He hates his life. And, 
of course he does! imagine having to live every day knowing that at any minute, Don Jr. or Eric could waik in and 
say, ‘Hi, Dad.’ It's a nightmare!” 


Jimny Aimunel: “Donald Trump could be the first President who ever tried to assassinate himself.” 


Stephen Colbert: “We're all still trying to process the shocking revelation that Donald Trump dropped last 
night: He cares about his health. Case in point Today, he had an eveni in a room where he was surrounded by 
fruits and vegetables. He was shocked to learn that fruit was available in non-roll-up form. ‘Usually | only see 
fruits by the foot.” 


Sfephen Calbert: “I’m doubting he eats his vegetables every day, but there is one thing he is taking: 
hydroxychioroquine. ... Now, the medical community responded to the news with a ‘whal-- what-- what?’ ... One 
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of the reasons heaith professionals were especially concerned is because Trump would appear to be part of the 
group most at risk, as he has a common heart disease. Yes, he doesn’t have one.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Trump is still trying to find someone he can blame for his poor response to the pandemic. 
So far, he’s narrowed it down to China, Obama, and anyone not named Donald Trump.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Last night, Trump lashed out at one of his favorite blame targets, threatening in a letter to 
the director general of the World Health Organization that he would permanenily end all funding to the 
organization if it did not ‘commit to substantive improvemenis.’ No surprise there. The WHO combines everything 
Trump hates: the world, health, and organization.” 


Jimnny Palion: “Last night, President Trump claimed that he’s been taking hydroxychloroquine to prevent 
himself from getting the coronavirus. When told the drug is for treating malaria, Trump said, ‘If ifs good enough 
for the First Lady, it’s good enough for me.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Trump shocked everyone by saying that he’s taking the drug, even though it has not been 
proven to help treat COVID-19. Right after he said it, Dr. Fauci immediately put on a mask so no one could see 
him laughing.” 


Jimny Fallon: “After Trump made the announcement, a lot of experts told him what he was doing is 
dangerous. Then Trump was like, ‘Relax, if anything goes wrong, | can just drink bleach and clean it all out. I'm 
good.” 


Seth Meyers: “President Trump told reporters yesterday that he’s been taking antimalarial drug 
hydroxychlioroquine despite studies that show the medication has no proven benefits for coronavirus patients. 
And maybe he is taking it, but this sounds like when the cops pull you over and you admit to having a couple of 
beers so they don’t find all the weed and cocaine in your glove compartment.” 


Seth Meyers: “President Trump tweeted yesterday that Fox News has more anti-Trump people than ever. And 
he claimed that he’s, quote, ‘looking for a new outlet.’ A new outlet where? No outlet praises you more. That’s 
like Meryl Streep complaining about how the Oscars treat her.” 


Seth Meyers: “White House officials have announced that President Trump will go to Michigan on Thursday to 
tour a Ford plant that is producing ventilators for hospitals. But only because he heard there would be an Escort 
there.” 


Seth Meyers: “Today was National Hepatitis Testing Day. Said Trump, ‘I got an ‘A,’ you guys.” 


National News 


Trump Meets With Senate GOP Caucus, Urges Them To “Be Tough” On Democrats. 


The AP (5/19, Mascaro) reports President Trump “arrived on Capitol Hill on Tuesday for perhaps one of the 
larger social gatherings sull happening in Washington amid the coronavirus — the weekly Senate Republican 
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lunch.” The AP adds that “behind closed doors, Trump was unscripted and freewheeling with the 53 GOP 
senaiors.” The President “touted his poll numbers, dismissed rival Joe Biden and implored Republicans to ‘be 
tough’ against Democrats this fall.” Trump said after the gathering, “We had a great meeting.” 


Trump Reportedly Won’t Host Ceremony To Unveil Obama Portrait. 


NBC News (5/79, Lee, 6.14M) reports on its website that while a first-term president hosting a White House 
ceremony for the unveiling of the official portrait of his immediate predecessor has “been a White House tradition 
for decades,” according to “people familiar with the matter,” it “won't be taking place between Obama and 
President Donald Trump,” and “if Trump wins a second term in November, it could be 2025 before Obama 
returns to the White House to see his portrait displayed among every US. president from George Washington to 
Bush.” Trump “has attacked Obama to an extent no other presideni has done to a predecessor,” and Obama 
“nas no interest in participating in the post-presidency rite of passage so long as Trump is in office, the people 
familiar with the matter said.” Citing the NBC report, the Daily Caller (5/19, Datoc, 716K) provides similar 
coverage. 


Trump: Fox & Friends “Trounces Morning Psycho” In Ratings. 


President Trump tweeted Tuesday morning, “.@foxandfriends trounces Morning Psycho (MSDNC) in the 


Ratings!” 


Administration Ignored Warnings Mileage Rollbacks Had “Serious Flaws.” 


The Washington Post (5/19, Ellperin, Dennis, 14.2M) reporis that the Trump Administration, in its “rush to roll 
back” Obama-era “mileage standards designed to reduce pollution from cars,” ignored “warnings that tis new rule 
has serious flaws, according to documents shared with The Washington Post.” The documents, which were 
obtained by Sen. Tom Carper (D-DE)}, “include an exchange between two agencies that has not been entered 
into the public record as required under the Clean Air Act.” Carper, who asked the EPA IG to investigate the 
matter, said, “In the rush to finalize this rule ~ and in the middie of a pandemic, no less ~ they broke just about 
every rule in the book. ... The resull is a policy that fails to protect public health, fails to save money, fails to result 
in safer vehicles and will, ullimately and undoubtedly, fail in court.” 


FEC Can Function Again After Senate Confirms Trainor. 


The New York Times (5/19, Ruiz, 18.61M) reports that the FEC “has essentially been on ice for months.” 
Because three of the six seats on its board have been vacant and “the bylaws require at least four to be 
occupied for ihe agency to function,” the FEC “has been unable io hold hearings, offer advice to campaigns 
about how to follow the law, open or close investigations, or issue penalties.” However, on Tuesday, the Senate 
“confirmed a fourth member: James E. Trainor lll, a Republican lawyer from Texas.” the Times points out that 
“even with four commissioners, the body may end up frequently deadlocked, given that taking action will require 
unanimity among the four: two Republicans, one Democrat and an Independent who largely aligns with the 
Democrat.” 


Major Media Companies File Amicus Brief in Support Of Fox News. 
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The Daily Caller (5/19, Talcott, 716K) reporis that the Internet & Television Association (NCTA) and the 
Reporters Committee for Freedor of the Press (RCFP) have “filed an amicus brief in support of Fox News’ 
motion to dismiss a lawsuit against them by the activist nonprofit group WASHLITE.” The arnicus brief argues 
against WASHLITE’s claim that “cable programmers do not have First Amendment rights.” NCTA is made up of 
the owners of such media companies as “Warmer Media, which owns CNN and HLN, Comcast, which owns NBC 
News, MSNBC, CNBC and Telemundo and A&E, which owns Vice TV.” RFCP “includes many well-known 
reporters and executives from publications such as ABC News, CNN, the Associated Press, The Washington 
Post, The New York Times and others.” 


Republicans Garcia, Tiffany Sworn In As House Members. 


The AP (5/19, Fram) reports, “A former Navy fighter pilot who captured a California congressional district from 
Democrats and a state legislator who retained a Republican-held Wisconsin seat joined the House on Tuesday, 
buoying a GOP seeking momentum for its uphill fight for the chamber’s majority in this falls elections.” Reps. 
Mike Garcia (R-CA) and Tom Tiffany (R-W1}, “who won special elections last week to fill vacancies, are 
conservatives backed by” President Trump. 

The Santa Clarita Valley Signal (5/19, Murga, 11K) reports Garcia “offered brief remarks about what he 
hopes to accomplish as a House representative.” He said, “] show up today, as not only a patriot, but now a 
citizen legislator, io make sure that we do what's right for our country first, to make sure that we do what's right 
for my district that | represent and to hopefully get through this crisis as a solid, unified country, becoming 
stronger as we do so, more cooperative in the efforts and, hopefully, making this nation the strongest the warld 
has ever seen for several decades, millenniums to come.” WEAU-TV Eau Claire, Wi (5/19, Poltrock, 61K) covers 
Tiffany's taking office on its website. 

The AP (5/19, Blood} reports “California Republicans have been waiting for a turning point and some think 
it's finally arrived.” While “the party of Presidents Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan has been fading in 
California for years...he victory last week of a... Trump-supporting former Navy pilot in a contested US House 
race north of Los Angeles has emboldened Republicans.” 

NYTimes Analysis: House GOP Sorrowing From Democrats’ 2078 “Recruiting Playbook.” 
The New York Times (5/18, Edmondson, 18.61M) reports, “For Republicans, the ascent of Mr. Garcia — a former 
fighter pilot, lraq combat veteran and the son of a Mexican immigrant who snatched a Democratic-held seat in a 
special election in California last week” — reflected a “glimmer of hope for their long-shot strategy to claw their 
way back from devastating losses in 2078.” Garcia’s ts the “kind of profile that defined the diverse class of first- 
time contenders — many of them women, people of color, combat veterans and national security officials — that 
helped Democrats capture control of the House in 2018.” House Republicans are “taking a cue from the 
Democratic recruiting playbook, eschewing the kind of candidates they turned to in decades past — white, male, 
often veterans of local or state politics — in favor of novices with diverse backgrounds.” 


Appeals Court Says New York Must Hold Democratic Presidential Primary In June. 


The New York Daily News (5/19, Brown, 2.52M} reports that a three-judge panel of the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeais ruled Tuesday that New York must hold a Democratic presidential primary on June 23. A lower court 

ruled earlier this month “that the Board of Elections’ decision to cancel the primary due to the outbreak wrongly 
stripped Democratic New Yorkers of their right to elect delegates and influence policy at the party convention.” 
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Ex-presidential candidate Andrew Yang challenged the cancellation. The Washington Post (5/19, Wagner, 
14.2M) reports Sen. Bernie Sanders (-VT) had also protested the cancellation. 

The New York Post (5/19, Campanile, 4.57M) reports New York State Democratic Commitiee Chairman Jay 
Jacobs “had argued the presidential primary election was unnecessary ~ and risky — during the pandemic. He 
said many of the poll workers and voters are elderly and at risk during the COVID outbreak. Bul New York is 
allowing primary voters the option to vote by mail.” 


Polls: Biden Leads Trump In Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Virginia. 


USA Today (5/18, Cummings, 10.31M} reports Joe Biden leads President Trump “in three key battleground 
states, according to separate polls released Tuesday. Biden, who also maintains a lead in national polling, leads 
Trump in Arizona, Florida and Virginia — two of which Trump won in 2016.” An OH Predictive Insights poll of 600 
Arizona likely voters “found Biden leading Trump 50% to 43%." In Florida, “a poll of 2,149 likely voters conducted 
from May 14-17 by Point Blank Political found Biden leading Trump by a more narrow margin, 52.3%-47.7%.” In 
Virginia, a Roanoke College poll of 563 “potential” voters “found Biden leading Trump in Virginia by a 12-point 
margin, 51%-39%.” The Hill (5/19, Easley, 2.98M) reports that a Civiqs (D) poll of 1,339 Georgia voters, taken 
May 16-18, shows Biden leading Trump 48%-47%. The Hill adds, “Georgia has not gone for the Democratic 
presidential candidate since 1992, when President Clinton carried the state.” 

National Poll: Biden Leads Trump 53%-47%. The Hill (5/19, Manchester, 2.98M) reports that a 
national Harvard CAPS/Harris Poll of 1,854 voters, taken May 13-14, shows Biden leading Trump 53%-47%. The 
Hill adds, “Other polls show Trump trailing Biden at the national level as well as in some battleground states. The 


Real Clear Politics polling average showed” Biden “leading the president by 4.7 points on Tuesday.” 


Biden Blasts Trump Jr. As “Sick” For Implying He’s A Pedophile. 


The Washington Examiner (5/19, Lim, 448K) reports that Joe Biden “defended himself against Donald Trurnp 
Jr.’s insinuation that parents shouldn't trust him with their children. ‘What he’s trying to do is get it going on the 
internet. Say it enough, and people believe it,’ Biden told Yahoo News of President Trump’s eldest child. ‘It's 
sick. [t's sick. [t's sick. But he is his father’s son.’” This past “weekend, Trump Jr. shared a meme on Instagram, 
implying Biden was sexually attracted to children. Trump Jr. claimed to have been ‘joking around’ but then 
posted a video of Biden interacting with women and children in a way that made them look uncomfortable.” 


Politico Analysis: There Is “A Stubborn Disconnect” Between Biden Camp, Latinos. 


Politico (5/19, Siders, Barran-Lopez, 4.29M) reports that New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) “told 
allies in recent days that Joe Biden's campaign has begun vetting her for vice president, according to a source,” 
and ex-Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid “has encouraged Biden, a friend, to consider’ Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masio (D-NV). But as “Latino lawmakers and donors step up their lobbying on behalf of both women, the two 
most prominent Latina prospects for vice president have been overshadowed by other contenders ~ another 
sign, some worry, of the stubborn disconnect between a critical segment of the electorate and the Biden 
campaign. Biden’s campaign has been slow to diversify its staff, and after critics say il paid litle attention to 
Latino voters in the primary, the carnpaign has work to do io make up ground in reaching the group.” 


Potential Biden VP Pick Demings Blasts Pence Ahead Of His Orlando Visit. 
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The Miami Herald (5/49, Smiley, 1.09M) reports that Rep. Val Demings (D-FL)}, “one of about a dozen women on 
a shortlist of possible running mates to.. Joe Biden, took aim at Vice President Mike Pence Tuesday ahead of a 
planned visit to the state. With Pence scheduled io stop in Orlando Wednesday to meet with hospitality and 
tourism boosters,” Demings “said the Trump administration’s coronavirus task force chief has done too little to 
protect seniors and Florida families, and dismissed his plans to also drop off protective equipment al a nursing 
home as empty symbolism. ‘Here we are again. Another smoke-and-mirrors moment,’ Demings said during a 
video conference hosted by the Florida Democratic Party. ‘The president and vice president want you to take 
your eyes off the real condition on the ground. Pay no attention to the people who have died. Pay no attention to 
the people who are sick.” 

NYTimes’ Leibovich: Abrams Nas Sroken New Ground in Openly Advocating For VP Slot. 
Writing for the New York Times (5/19, 18.61M), Mark Leibovich says that in the past, when prospecis were 
asked about being tapped as a vice presidential candidate, “they would typically follow some variation on the 
familiar dodge,” downplaying their interest in being a running mate. However, potential “running mates appear 
more and more to be shedding their fake reluctance — or not bothering to shroud their ambition in faux 
nonchalance. You can call this progress, a win for the notion of saying what you want and advocating yourself. 
Credit Stacey Abrarns as a trailblazer.” Leibovich highlights how Abrams has been open about her interest in 
being Biden’s running mate. 


Free Beacon Analysis: Killing Keystone Pipeline Would Eliminate Thousands Of Jobs. 


The Washington Free Beacon (5/19, Lehman, 78K) reports, “Joe Biden will kill the Keystone XL pipeline project if 
elected, his campaign said Monday, a move that would likely cost thousands of jobs and millions in local tax 
revenue.” The Free Beacon adds “that termination would cost tens of thousands of jobs, which would result in 
billions of dollars in lost wages, according to estimaies published last year by the State Department.” Moreover, 
“those reductions would in turn cost state and local governments millions in tax revenue, up to 10 percent of 
annual property tax revenues in 17 counties across three states.” 


Poll: Democrat Kelly Leads McSally 51%-38% In Arizona Senate Race. 


In an online article, Newsweek (5/19, Lemon, 1.53M)} reporis on an OH Predictive Insighis poll of G00 Arizona 

likely voters, taken May 9-11, that shows Democrat Mark Kelly leading appointed Sen. Martha McSally (R-AZ} 
51%-38% in this fall’s special election. Newsweek says that in a similar poll taken in April, Kelly led McSally by 
nine points. 


Georgia Poll Shows Both Senate Races Are Highly Competitive. 


The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (5/19, Bluestein, 895K) reports that a Civiqs (D) poll of 1,339 Georgia voters, 
taken May 76-18, shows ex-congressional aide Jon Ossoff (D) leading Sen. David Perdue (R-GA) 47%-45% ina 
hypothetical general election matchup. In other hypothetical matchups, Perdue edges ex-Columbus Mayor 
Teresa Tomlinson (D) 45%-44% and tops businesswoman Sarah Riggs Amico (D) 45%-42%. The three 
Democrats are battling in a primary. Meanwhile, in the special election to fill out the remaining term of ex-Sen. 
Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Rep. Doug Collins (R-GA) leads the all-party primary with 34%, followed by Rev. Ralph 
Warnock (D) at 18%, attorney Matt Lieberman (D) at 14%, appointed Sen. Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) at 12%, and a 
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raft of other candidates lagging further behind. if no candidate tops 50% in the primary, the top two vote-getters 
will advance to a runoff. 

The Gwinnett Daily Post (5/19, Willams, 73K) reports that in hypothetical runoff matchups, Warnock leads 
Collins 45%-44%, while Collins and Lieberman are tied at 44% each. In other hypothetical runoff maichups, the 
top Democrats in the race each “outpolled Loeffler by more than 10 points.” The Daily Post says the poll was 
commissioned “by left-leaning website DailyKos.” 


Trump Jr. Says Michigan Senate Hopeful James Is “All For” President’s Agenda. 


The Detroit News (5/19, Burke, 825K} reporis Donald Trump Jr. on Monday took part in “a virtual fundraiser” for 
GOP businessman John James, who is challenging Sen. Gary Peters (D-Ml). During the event, Trump Jr. said 
that the GOP hopeful “is ‘all for his father’s agenda and would implement it if elected.” The comment “contrasts 
with remarks by James, who says he’s willing to disagree with the president when he’s wrong on policy.” Trump 
Jr. “warned supporters on the video conference call that the media would try to pit President Donald Trump and 
James against one another to make voters doubt their support for one another, according to a recording” of the 
eveni. 


Democrats Outline Effort To Focus On Healthcare In Various Races. 


USA Today (5/19, Hayes, 10.31M) reports that Democrats’ campaign arms, “from the presidential contest and 
Congressional races to state legislatures and gubernatorial elections, have centered their focus on a single issue 
they believe will lead them to victory in November: health care.” Although “Democrats have consistently focused 
on health care as a key issue in the fall elections, coronavirus has upped the stakes and thrust the topic even 
more so into the spotlight as more than 1.5 milllon people have tested positive for COVID-19 and more than 
90,000 have died from it.” The article says the party's campaign arms “outlined a top-to-bottom effort to highlight 
health care in races across the country in addition to GOP-led efforis to repeal the Affordable Care Act.” 


Nearly 2,700 Milwaukee Absentee Ballots Were Not Sent. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (5/19, Marley, 632K) reports that in the April primary and election in Wisconsin, 
“nearly 2,700 absentee ballots in Milwaukee were not sent and about 1,600 in the Fox Valley were not processed 
because of computer glitches and mailing problems.” Approximately “half of those” who did not receive absentee 
ballots “eventually voted, either with replacement absentee ballots or at the polls. The others did not vote.” 


WPost Urges Congress To Protect Data. 


The Washington Post (5/19, 14.2M) editorializes thai “this pandemic could give Congress the push it needs to 
finally pass a privacy law.” The Post argues that technology companies “possess a trove of information about 
Americans’ day-to-day lives that can help public health officials conduct mass contact tracing, track syrnpioms to 
see hot spots, measure compliance with social distancing directives and more.” lt urges Congress to “prove if 
can compromise in a crisis ~ and then, even better, channel that spirit toward producing a comprehensive law al 
last.” 


Copyright 2020 by Bulletin intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, sacial-media platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
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NIA News 


« Defeating COVID-19 Requires Unprecedented Action And Collaboration, Top US Scientists Say. 
* Column: When Should You Get Excited About A Coronavirus Vaccine? Not Yet. 
» Moderna: Early Coronavirus Vaccine Results Are Encouraging. 
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Data. 
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* NIAID Begins Clinical Trial Examining Hydroxychloroquine, Azithromycin As COVID-19 Treatments. 

« New HIV Drug ‘Highly Effective’ At Preventing Infection, Study Shows. 

* Trump, In Response To ‘60 Minutes’ Interview, Claims Whistleblowers Like Rick Bright Are ‘Causing Great 
Injustice And Harn’ 

* CDC Plans Sweeping COVID-19 Antibody Study In 25 Metropolitan Areas. 

« Oregon Hospitals To Receive Experimental Covid Treatment. 

* The U.S. Should Pay People To Get Tested For Covid-19. 


Health & Medical News 

° Oversight Panel: Fed Has Lent Very Little From $500 Billion Treasury Fund. 
«Mnuchin: Administration Working On Extending PPP Loan Period. 

° Democrats increase Attacks On McConnell On Pandemic Aid Inaction. 

* Treasury May Not Be Able To Force Public Companies To Repay PPP Funds. 

* Scammers Targeting State Unemployment Claims. 

* Survey Finds Minority-Owned Businesses Struggle To Obtain PPP Loans. 

* Activists Urge Phoenix To Provide COVID-19 Relief For Undocumented Immigrants. 
« Columnist: Essential Workers’ Compensation Doesn't Reflect Their Importance. 
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° ACLU Analysis Warns Against Immunity Passports. 

* Opinion: Americans Are Responsible Enough To Confront Risks Associated With Reopening. 

* Despite Positive COVID-19 Tesis, Aircraft Carrier Prepares To Return To Sea. 

« Columnist: Unemployrnent Benefits Offsetling Most Damage To Workers From Shutdown. 

° Columnist! Divide On Public Health Directives Is ideological, Not Class-Based. 

«NYTimes: New York Should Consider Alternative Methods To Enforce Social Distancing. 

* Bathroom Concerns A Barrier To Reopening Businesses. 

* Cruise Ship That Was Part Of Early Outbreak Sailing To Malaysia. 

* Two-Thirds Of Licensed Nursing Homes In Virginia Voluntarily Reporting COVID-19 Cases Among Residents. 
* DC Mayor Says Officials Will Evaluate Scheduled Reopening Date This Week As Community Spread Of Novel 
Coronavirus Declines. 

* Texas Sill Not Testing Every Resident And Staff Member At Homes For People With Disabilities, Psychiatric 
Hospitals For Novel Coronavirus. 

® Analysis: Waving Off Worries About Novel Coronavirus Because Of Demographic Trends Is “Fraught.” 

« About 100 Employees At Indiana Poultry Processing Plant Test Positive For Novel Coronavirus. 

* More Than 180 People Who Attended Church Service In California Potentially Exposed To Novel Coronavirus. 
« New York City Data Showcase Racial And Economic Disparities In Novel Coronavirus Death Rates. 

° About 75% Of California’s COVID-19 infections, Deaths Are In Southern California. 

* Legislators Concerned About Incomplete Racial Data On COVID-19 Cases, Deaths. 

* CDC Warns Children May Develap MIS-C Without Knowing They Contracted Novel Coronavirus. 

* Georgia’s Graph Showing Steady Decline In COVID-19 Deaths, Cases Was Re-Sorted To Create Illusion Of 
Drop. 

* Louisiana Officials Announce Investigations Into Three Crawfish Farms’ Coronavirus Outbreaks. 

*Las Vegas Officials Bolster Contact Tracing Efforts Amid Pandemic. 

¢ Pennsylvania Governor Urges Residents To Avoid Going To Beaches Amid Pandemic. 

« Vermont Allows Customers Inside Retail Stores With New Restrictions. 

* Expert Says itis Too Early To Know If States That Opened Up Economies Are Seeing Jumps In COVID-19 
Cases. 

* Colorado Governor Announces State Distribution Of CARES Act Funds. 

« Pennsylvania To Stari Releasing Names Of Nursing Homes With COVID-19 Cases, Deaths. 

* Kentucky Governor Announces Effort To Bolster Contact Tracing To Contain Novel Coronavirus’ Spread. 

* Massachusetts Governor Announces Reapening Of Manufacturing, Houses Of Worship With New Guidelines. 
«Latinos Urge Austin Mayor To Address Disproportionate Impact Novel Coronavirus Is Having On Latino 
Community. 

« Tension Grows Between Authorities, Hasidic Jews As Social Distancing Rules Are Repeatedly Broken Where 
Hasidim Dominate. 

* Nebraska Governor Says Coronavirus Restrictions Will Be Loosened In June If Hospital Capacity Remains 
Widely Available. 

« New Jersey Governor Announces Reopening Plan For Economy. 

* Texas Governor Allows Child Care Facilities To Reopen. 

« Oregon Supreme Court Halts Judge’s Order To Toss Out Coronavirus Restrictions. 
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e Wisconsin Governor Gives Up On Statewide Coronavirus Restrictions. 

« Detroit Officials Aim To Collect Sewage Samples To Track Coronavirus Outbreaks. 

e Commientary Calls For “Intensive” Review Of Nursing Homes’ Longsianding Problems Amid Pandemic. 

« Restaurant Owners Give Trump “Sobering” Account Of Damage Pandemic Dealt Industry. 

°e Army General Helping Lead Efforts To Manufacture Coronavirus Vaccine Oversees Large Logistics, Supply- 
Chain Operation. 

* Medical Residents’ Training Heavily Impacted By Pandemic. 

* Americans Suffering Life Threatening Emergencies Are Not Calling 911 Amid Pandemic, Paramedics Say. 

* Administration Lowering Economic Projections Amid Outbreak. 

* US Unemployment Likely To Stay “Severely” Elevated Into Next Year, Report Says. 

« Abbott Diagnostics Executive Pushes Back On NYU Study Suggesting Coronavirus Tests Are Inaccurate. 

* BioSig Technologies Gets Approval To Start Mid-Sitage Study Comparing lis Antiviral To Gilead’s Remdesivir. 
« Sources: U.S. Will Distance Itself From WHO Move On COVID-19 Drug Patents. 

* Opinion: COVID-19 Vaccine Developmeni Should Not Prioritize Speed At The Cost Of Safety Data. 

« Editorial: Global Menace Of COVID-19 May Justify So-Called Human Challenge Studies. 

* CytoDyn Submits Proposal To FDA For Trial Comparing Experimental COVID-79 Drugs Leronlimab, 
Remdesivir. 

° Coronavirus Presents Tug-Of-War Between Individuals And Communities, Author Argues. 

* COVID-19 Tracking Technology Suffers From Glitches, Accuracy Issues. 

* Airline Travel Has Changed Due To Pandemic. 

* As Restaurants Start To Reopen, Owners Must Determine How To Minimize Health Risks, Reassure 
Customers. 

¢ STAT Highlights Work Of COVID-19 Contact Tracer Buring Pandemic. 

« As Disney Springs Reopens, Company Warns Of COVID-19 Risks. 

e US Employers Focusing On Social Distancing, Clean Workspaces, Rather Than Coronavirus Antibody Testing, 
Survey Indicates. 

* Scientists Say Directly Comparing Mortality Data For COVID-19, Flu Provides Inaccurate Info, Threatens Public 
Health. 

* Physicians, Journalists, Politicians issue Warnings After Trump Announces Use Of Hydroxychloroquine. 

« Column: Trump's Explanation For Taking Hydroxychioroquine Reveals His Failure To Understand Science. 

* Trump Calls Los Angeles County’s Plan To Extend Stay-At-Hame Order A “Death Wish.” 

* Trump Assures Restaurant Owners Coronavirus Therapies And Tax Cut Will Restore Business. 

* Pompeo Criticizes WHO's Coronavirus Response As An “Abject Failure.” 

* Media Reports Suggest Trump May Extend Temporary Freeze On WHO Funding. 

« State Polls Show Key Battleground State Voters Disapprove Of Trump’s Coronavirus Response. 

* Officials In Two States Say Mislabeled Coronavirus Supplies From Federal Government Delayed Distribution. 
« Opinion: Administration’s Ventilator, PPE Supply Efforts Receive Skeptical, Hostile Media Coverage. 

* Rhode Island Now Allows Outdoor Dining. 

« Arkansas Bars Plan To Reopen Over The Next Week. 

* New York Governor Encourages Sports Tearns To Plan To Reopen Without Fans. 
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° California Health Officials Remain Hopeful That Residents Will Follow Social Distancing As State Begins To 
Reopen. 

More Than 130,000 Autoworkers Return To Factories Across The US. 

« Texas Sees Surge In Coronavirus Cases in Northern Panhandle As State Proceeds With Reopening Plans. 

* Washington State’s Mask Order Of $227.5 Million Experiences Delays As Chinese Producer Misses Regulatory 
Approval. 

« California Tribal Casino Reopens With Restrictions. 

* Mississippi Governors “Safer Ai Home’ Order Enters Final Week. 

* Massachusetts State Lawmaker Was Reporiedly Threatened After Seeking Extended Lockdown. 

* California Governor Relaxes Rules For Some Areas Of The State Seeking To Reopen Non-Essential 
Businesses. 

¢ California Governor Says First Responders Will Be The “First Ones Laid Off Without More Federal COVID-19 
Aid. 

* According To A Gallup Poll, Americans Are Reporting More Happiness As States Begin Reopening Process. 
« Stay-At-Home Orders Likely Reduced Deaths From COVID-19 By Nearly 250,000, Report Says. 

* Americans Begin To Emerge From Lockdowns As Financial Markets Rise On Promising Early Results In The 
US’ First Human COVID-19 Vaccine Trial. 

° Wisconsin Health Officials Worry About The Spread Of Coronavirus As Tourism Picks Up For Memorial Day 
Weekend, 

* Although Need For Healthcare Has Increased During Pandemic, Healthcare Sector Faces “Devastating 
Financial Blow.” 

* Michigan Governor To Allow Some Retail Businesses In Northern Michigan To Reopen Friday. 

¢ Opinion: The US Healthcare System’s Financial Well-Being Curve {s “Uniformly Downward.” 

* COVID-19 Recession Likely To Cost The Jobs Of 22% Of Middle Incorne Workers Age 50 To 60, Only 15% For 
Higher income Peers, Report Says. 

« Virginia Governor Allows Virginia Beach To Reopen Its Beaches Beginning Friday. 

° Massachusetts Governor Outlines Phases Of Reopening Plan. 

«New Hampshire Restaurants Now Allowed To Reopen Outdoor Dining. 

* Many US States’ Reopening Plans Include Varying COVID-19 Target Metrics As Goals. 

« Pharmacists Who Serve As “Floaters” Warn That Working Between Locations May Bring Coronavirus Risk To 
Colleagues, Others. 

* indiana To Use $1 Million In Federal Funding To Distribute Opioid Reversal Drug. 

« CDC Report: US Childhood Vaccinations Dropping Amid Pandemic. 

* Women Who Consume Sugary Drinks Daily Have A Higher Risk Of Cardiovascular Disease, Study Indicates. 
« New York’s Ban On Flavored E-Cigarettes, Tobacco Sales In Pharmacies Takes Effect. 

¢ GSK’s Long-Asting Injection Of Cabotegravir More Effective in HIV Prevention Than Gilead’s Emtricitabine, 
Data Indicate. 

* Opinion: J&J Should Make TB Drug Bedaquiline Affordable For Everyone Who Needs it. 

« Judge Grants Preliminary Approval To 351 Million Settlement Between Allergan, Wholesalers Over Claims Of 
Cyclosporine Generic Delay. 
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Global Health News 

e WSJournal: China’s Draconian Lockdowns Were Not Enough To Siop Second Wave Of Coronavirus Infections. 
* European Regulators May Fasi-Track Giead’s Remdesivir For COVID-19. 

* Ukraine's Health Systern Lacks Key Equipment, Resources To Handle COVID-19 Outbreak. 

* Belgium Begins Easing Coronavirus Restrictions. 

« European Airlines Pianning For Return To Operations This Summer. 

° fraq To impose Full Lockdown In Some Parts Of Baghdad. 

« Comprehensive Antibody Siudy To Help Guide Spain’s Regional COVID-19 Response. 

* taly Sees Lowest Daily Increase in COVID-19 Deaths, Cases Since Early March. 

«UK May See Resurgence Of Coronavirus in Autumn And Winter, Health Official Says. 

* Spain Reports Lowest Daily Increase In COVID-19 Death Toll In Two Months. 

«fran Calls For Global Solidarity Against Coronavirus, Calls US Sanctions “Inhumane.” 

« Merkel Says Pandemic Can Be Overcome More Quickly Through Solidarity. 

* Germany, France Propose €500B Fund To Support Hard Hit Regions Of Europe. 

* South Koreans Re-Testing Positive For COVID-19 After Full Recovery No Longer Infectious, Health Officials 
Say. 

* American And Chinese Companies Stepping In To Support Physicians And Patients. 

* Hong Kong Re-Opening Offices, Gyms, Bars, Theaters. 

«High COVID-19 Death Toll In Canada’s Long-Term Care Facilities Prompis Calls For Public Inquiries. 

* Opinion: Germany Faces Harsh Economic Chailenges As It Seeks To Re-Open. 

« Policymakers In Europe May Face Challenges Convincing Enough People To Get Future Coronavirus Vaccine. 
° Brazil’s Government Reacting Slowly To Growing Number Of COVID-19 Cases In Amazon Region. 

* Local Mexican Governments Resist Calls To Re-Open Economy In Places Without Coronavirus Until June. 

» Additional Guatemalans Deported From US Test Positive For COVID-19 Upon Return. 

* Turkey’s President Announces Four-Day Curfew During Muslim Holiday. 

* Increasing Prevalence Of COVID-19 In Brazil’s Amazon Rainforest Prompting Air-Evacuation Of Critically Ill 
Patients. 

* Brazil's Nurses Hit Hard By Pandemic. 

e Far-Right German Party Spurring Protests Against Government's Coronavirus Restrictions. 

« Pakistan’s Supreme Court Rules All Stores Can Re-Open. 

* Google, UK Researchers Develop New Al System To Predict imminent Risk Of Wet-AMD-Related Vision Loss. 


HHS in the News 

«Commentaries Offer Differing Views On COVID-19 Liability Immunity. 

* Chronic Understaffing At Holyoke Soldiers’ Home Left Facility “lll-Prepared” For Pandemic, Study Suggests. 
e Analysis: Administration Efforis To Address Mask Shortages Were Inadequate. 

* FDA Clears Hand Sanitizer Company Of Making Claims it Could Treat COVID-19. 

e Utah Reverses Course After Quickly Embracing Chloroquine, Hydroxychlioroquine To Treat COVID-19. 

« Gilead Increases Donation Of Remdesivir To Federal Government. 

° Operation Warp Speed Reportedly Complicates Decision-Making Process For COVID-19 Immunization. 

« Health Experts Said To Be Alarmed By Trump’s Use Of Hydroxychloroquine. 
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e Schumer Accuses Trump Of “Giving People Faise Hope” In Announcing Use Of Hydroxychloroquine. 
*WPost Analysis: Trump’s Claim Thai He Is Now Taking Hydroxychioroquine May Have Harmful Effects. 

e Democrats, Unions Urging Administration To Police Workplace Safety As Businesses Reopen. 

« Some Coronavirus Survivors Say US States Should Wait To Reopen. 

° Analysis: One Million N95 Masks Seemed Like A Lot Before The Pandemic, But Proved To Be Not Enough. 
« Maine Allows Dentists To Reopen, Offer Full Services. 

* One Major Nursing Home Chain Reportedly Violated Numerous Federal Standards To Stop The Spread Of 
Disease, Records Indicate. 

* ACLU Wams Against Using Thermal Cameras, Temperature Scanning Guns To Screen People For Novel 
Coronavirus, 

«Trump Threatens To Permanently Stop Funding The WHO, Reconsider US’ Membership. 

* Federal Authorities Urging Governors To Use “Extreme Caution” When Reopening Nursing Homes. 

« Azar Criticizes WHO's Coronavirus Response, Says Failures Cost “Many Lives.” 

* Azar Says He Is Hopeful Schools In US Will Reopen In Fall. 

« Trump Tweets Support For Azar’s Calls To Reopen Economy, Pushes For Reopening. 

° US To Announce $354M Contract With Company To Manufacture Generics, Pharmaceutical Ingredients For 
COVID-19 Treatments In Country. 

° FDA Approves Roche’s Atezolizumab In First-Line PD-L1-Positive Metastatic NSCLC. 

* Experts Criticize Trump Administration For Using Public Health Rule To Close Border. 

* China Backs World Health Organization-Led Review Of Outbreak. 

* World Health Organization Agrees To Launch Independent investigation into lis Management Of Coronavirus 
Response. 

« Pandemic Creating New Patterns Of Overdose Risk. 

* Trump Administration Reportedly Moving Quickly To Deport Immigrant Children Amid COVID-19 Pandemic. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
° Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

¢ Biden Would Rescind Keysione XL Permit If Elected. 

« Esper To Deliver “Virtual” Keynote Address As Naval Academy Graduaiion. 

* McConnell Names Rubio As Acting Chair Of Senate Intel Committee. 

« Hill Says She “Cried” After “Devastating” Democratic Loss In CA25. 

e NYTimes Analysis: Justice Thomas “Symbol Of The Trump Era.” 

* Secret Service Investigating Unemployment Fraud Scheme. 

° Journalists Miss Reference In Name Of Trump Camp’s Web Site Attacking Biden. 
* Biden Tabs Trump “President Tweety.” 

«NYTimes Analysis: Trump Campaign Trying To Depress Minority Voter Turnout. 
* Battleground-Siaie Republicans Worried About Trump's Reelection Prospects. 
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° Polls Show Trump Holds Voier-Enthusiasm Edge Over Biden. 

* RNC Chief McDaniel: “We Wil Not Be Holding A Virtual Convention.” 

Latest Hires Will See RNC With 1,100 Staff Members In Critical 2020 States. 

« Once Confident Liberals Suffer String Of Setbacks In Democratic Party. 

° Wall Street Executives Lobbying For Top Defense, Treasury Posis In A Biden Administration. 
« Attorney For Reade Sends “Cease And Desist” Letter To Critic. 

* Senate Leadership Fund Reserves Over $10M In TV Ad Time To Boost Daines. 

* NYTimes Analysis: Occupy Democrats Facebook Page Counterweight To Right-Wing. 

* Michelle Obama And MTV To Host Virtual Proms For Graduating High School Students. 


NIH News 


Defeating COVID-19 Requires Unprecedented Action And Collaboration, Top US Scientists 
Say. 

Fox News (5/18, Carbone, 27.59M) reports that National Institutes of Health Director Francis Collins and 
Johnson & Johnson Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee and Chief Scientific Officer Paul Stoffels wrote in 
a viewpoint piece published Monday in JAMA Network that the “generational public health crisis” of COVID-19 
requires “all sectors of society” to “work together in unprecedented ways, with unprecedented speed.” Coilins 
and Stoffels highlight Accelerating COVID-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines’ (ACTIV) progress against 
the new coronavirus, including inventorying 170 therapeutic candidates for clinical trials and selecting “vaccine 
candidates for a phase 2/3 adaptive trial platform.” 


Column: When Should You Get Excited About A Coronavirus Vaccine? Not Yet. 


Ina column in the Los Angeles Times (5/18, 4.64M), Michael Hiltzik writes that the “early results in a preliminary 
clinical trial of a COVID-19 vaccine” reported by “obscure money-losing biotech” Moderna on Monday morning 
are good news, but “full results for the other 37 subjects in the Phase 1 trial haven’t been reported” and 
Moderna’s results have not been “subjected to peer review.” Hiltzik says that “the truth is that Moderna hasn't 
announced a vaccine and the path to developing one remains long and tortuous.” Hilizik adds that National 
institutes of Health Director Francis Collins on Monday “cautioned that some aspect of vaccine development 
can’t be short-circuited, noting that ‘the earliest possible distribution [is] predicted to be 12 to 18 months away,” 
which is also the view of National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci. 


Moderna: Early Coronavirus Vaccine Results Are Encouraging. 


The AP (5/18, Marchione) reports that drugmaker Moderna announced Monday that its “experimental vaccine 
against the coronavirus showed encouraging results in very early testing, triggering hoped-for immune responses 
in eight healthy, middle-aged volunteers.” Study “volunteers given either a low or medium dose of the 
vaccine...had antibodies similar to those seen in people who have recovered from COVID-19." In the study’s next 
stage, “led by the U.S. National institutes of Health, researchers will try to determine which dose is best for a 
definitive experiment that they aim to start in July.” 

Additional Sources. The New York Times (5/18, Ai, Grady, 18.671M) reports Moderna also “said that 
additional tests in mice that were vaccinated and then infected found that the vaccine could prevent the virus 
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from replicating in their lungs, and that the animals had levels of neutralizing antibodies comparable to those in 
the people who had received the vaccine.” While “encouraging, the findings do not prove that” Moderna’s MRNA- 
based “vaccine works. Only larger, longer studies can determine whether it can actually prevent people in the 
real world from getting sick.” The Times adds, “Moderna produced the vaccine in collaboration with the National 
institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, the institute that is headed by Dr. Anthony Fauci and has been 
leading the clinical trials.” 

NBC Nightly News & (5/18, lead story, 2:30, Holt, 7.19M) put it in its lead story last night, “Hope is a 


powerful elixir for a coronavirus-weary nation, and...the early success of a potential vaccine, the first io be tested 
in humans, is raising that hope and generating a wave of optimism.” Scientists, however, are “quick to point out 
there is still a long way to go, that the resulls are preliminary, yet acknowledging it’s an important step.” 

HHS Secretary Azar was asked on Fox News’ America’s Newsroom (5/18, 896K) how confident he is that 
the Moderna vaccine could be “the game changer that could lead us to a vaccine by end of year.” Azar said, 
“Some very promising data showing the vaccine provokes whai are called neutralizing antibodies that attack the 
virus.” 

in an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (5/78, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) hails Moderna’s steps toward 
developing a vaccine ~ even as it cautions against declaring victory before all the needed testing has been 
completed. 


Additional outlets reporting include: The CBS Evening News = (5/18, story 2, 2:10, Lapook, 5.14M), ABC 
World News Tonight © (5/18, story 3, 2:45, Osunsami, 8.72M), the Washington Post (5/18, Johnson, 14.2M)}, the 
Wall Street Journal (5/18, Grossman, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Reuters (5/18, Joseph), Bloomberg 
(5/18, Langreth, 4.73M)}, ABC News (5/18, 2.97M), the Financial Times (5/18, Kuchler, Subscription Publication, 
1.34M)}, CNBC (5/18, Lovelace Jr., 3.62M), CNN (5/18, Cohen, 83.16M}, NBC News (8/18, Edwards, 6.14M)}, 
Fortune (5/18, Mukherjee, 3.91M), Endpoints News (5/18, Carroll), BioPharma Dive (5/18, Fidler}, Forbes (5/18, 
Voytko, 9.71M), a separate piece by the AP (5/18), Politico (5/18, Owermohle, 4.29M), AFP (5/18), TIME (5/18, 
18.47M), Fox News (5/18, Ciaccia, 27.59M), USA Today (5/18, Weise, 10.31M), CBS News (5/18, Brown, 
3.68M), ABC News (5/18, 2.97M}, FierceBiotech (5/18, Al Idrus}), NPR (5/18, Paica, 3.12M)}, STAT (5/18, 
Branswell, 24K), the New York Post (5/18, Eustachewich, 4.57M), The Hill (5/18, Sullivan, 2.98M), Axios (5/18, 
Herman, 521K}, FierceBiotech (5/18, Al Idrus}, the Washington Examiner (5/18, Yilek, 448K), the Washington 
Times (5/18, Sherfinski, 492K), MedCity News (5/18, DeArment}, Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology News 
(5/18, 189K), and Business Insider (5/18, Dunn, 3.67M). 

US. Government Had “Placed A Sig Set On Moderna’; Fauci involved in Clinical Trials. 
Reuters (5/18, Steenhuysen, Joseph) reporis that the announcement “ified shares of Moderna by 20%.” 


According to Reuters, “The U.S. government in April placed a big bet on Moderna, backing its vaccine with $483 
million from the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), a part of the US 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The company said that grant will enable it to supply millions 
of doses per month in 2020 and, with further investments, tens of millions a month in 2021 if the vaccine proves 
successful.” 

Azar said on Fox News’ America’s Newsroom (5/18, 896%), “President Trump is leading Operation Warp 
Speed, which is going to put bets on several vaccines. This one, the Moderna vaccine, was actually invented 
here at NIH and within eight weeks, we brought that the to clinical trials. It is really historic.” 
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iWoderna Director Recently Joined “Operation Warp Speed.” The Washington Post (5/18, 
Johnson, 14.2M) reports that on Sunday, one of Moderna’s directors, Moncef Slaoui, “stepped down from the 
board to become chief scientist for Operation Warp Speed, a White House initiative to speed up vaccine 
development.” The Post reports that SEC filings “show Slaoui’s stock options in Moderna are worth more than 
$16 million,” but Slaoui “will divest his Moderna stock holdings, effective Tuesday morning, according to a 
spokeswoman for the Department of Health and Human Services,” and “will donate the value the Moderna stock 
gained since Thursday, before the announcement of his position leading Operation Warp Speed, io cancer 
research.” 


Moderna Says White House Coronavirus Vaccine Chief Is Divesting. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/18, Masunaga, 4.64M) reports “the former pharmaceutical executive leading the 
White House’s coronavirus vaccine effort,” Moncef Slaoul, ‘is divesting from vaccine developer Moderna Inc., the 
biotech company said Monday after early-stage test results sent its stock soaring.” Slaoui “resigned from 
Moderna’s board of directors when the Trump administration tapped him last week to be chief advisor for its 
Operation Warp Speed,” however, “he still had stock options for about 156,000 Moderna shares; based on 
Friday’s closing price, they were worth about $710 million.” 

Additional Sources. ABC News (5/18, Kim, Faulders, 2.97M) reports that “the move follows sparks of 
conflict of interest concerns from ethics experts in part regarding more than $12 million-worth of shares 
underlying stock options Slaoui holds at Moderna.” While “the stock options are currently estimated to be worth 
more than $12 million, the structure of the holding indicates that Slaoui would receive more than $5.5 million for a 
portion of the options based on current stock prices and, an industry expert said, likely forfeit the rest as part of a 
full divestment.” 

CNN (5/18, Liptak, Collins, Diamond, 83.16M) reports that on Monday, HHS spokeswoman Caitlin Oakley 
“said Slaoui ‘has committed to donate to cancer research all incremental value accrued from his Moderna shares 
between the evening of Thursday, May 14, prior fo the announcement of his position on Operation Warp Speed 
and the time of sale, scheduled for tomorrow (Tuesday) morning.” 

The Hill (5/18, Weixel, 2.98M) reports this “announcement comes as Moderna’s stock scared almost 20 
percent on Monday, following promising early results from its phase one vaccine trial.” The Hill also notes that 
the company “is working fo develop the vaccine with the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, led 
by Anthony Fauci.” 

CNBC (5/18, Wilkie, 3.62M} also reporis on the story. 


Trump Announces He Is Taking Hydroxychloroquine As Protection Against Coronavirus 
Despite Warnings. 


ABC World News Tonigh = (5/18, lead story, 4:50, Muir, 8.52M) reported in its leading segment that President 
Trump announced to reporters that he has “been taking hydroxychloroquine for a week and a half,” and said it 
was preventative. Trump “said he asked a White House doctor who approved it.” Trump’s announcement led to 
questions as to why he’s taking the drug in ight of warnings from the FDA about its use for coronavirus. 
Additional Sources. The CBS Evening News = (5/18, lead story, 4:10, O'Donnell, 5.14M) reported in its 
leading segment that last month, “the FDA warned doctors about the risks of using that drug on coronavirus 


patients, including serious heart problems and said it had not been shown to be safe or effective.” Moreover, 
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NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said of the drug’s potential, “The data are really just at best suggestive. There 
have been cases that show there may be an effeci, and there are others to show there’s no effect.” NBC Nightly 
News = (5/18, story 2, 2:25, Holi, 7.19M) reported Trump has “repeatedly hailed hydroxychicroquine as an 


effective treatment for coronavirus.” However, “clinical trials and research show the drug could pose an 
increased risk of serious heart problems or even death for certain patients, and multiple large studies in recent 
weeks have found no benefit from the drug in fighting COVID-19.” 

The Washington Post (5/18, A1, Sonmez, Olorunnipa, 14.2M) reports that on Monday, President Trump 
“announced...he is taking the drug hydroxychloroquine as protection against the novel coronavirus, despite the 
lack of evidence that it prevents individuals from contracting the illness and warnings from physicians that it can 
have deadly side effects.” Trump “said he began taking the anti-malaria drug about 10 days ago after he told the 
White House physician he would like to start taking” the drug. White House physician Sean Conley wrote, “After 
numerous discussions he and | had for and against the use of hydroxychloroquine we concluded the potential 
benefit from treatment outweighed the relative risks,” and “said Trump continues to test negative for the virus.” 

USA Today (5/18, Subramanian, Fritze, 10.31M) reports the FDA “has cautioned against the use of 
hydroxychioroquine and chloroquine, a related drug, for COVID-19 treatment outside of hospitals or clinical trials 
due to the risk of heart rhythm problems.” The agency warned, “Hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine have not 
been shown to be safe and effective for treating or preventing COVID-19.” Both drugs “can cause abnormal heart 
rhythms and a dangerously rapid heart rate, the statement said.” Moreover, experts including NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci “have said it’s impossible to know if hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine...is effective or safe to 
treat COVID-19.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Lucey, Hopkins, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Trump’s interest for 
the drug dates back earlier this year, when he touted it as a potential treatmeni after scientists theorized some of 
its properties may help patients with COVID-19. 

Bloomberg (5/18, Sink, Fabian, 4.73M) reports Trump’s earlier touting of the drug created “a rush for 
supplies of the pills among hospitals, doctors and people who wanted to use it as a preventive.” This “surge 
created shortages for lupus and rheumatoid arthritis patienis, who aiso use the medicine.” Bloomberg adds, “In 
April, azithromycin also weni into shoriage, according to the FDA.” 

The AP (5/18, Miller, Marchione, Superville) reports, “In April, the National Institutes of Health launched a 
study testing hydroxychloroquine versus a placebo drug in 500 hospitalized COVID-19 patients.” The AP adds 
that last week, the agency “announced another study to see if hydroxychloroquine pilus azithromycin can prevent 
hospitalization or death in people with mild to moderate illness.” Prescriptions for hydroxychioroquine in the US 
“surged roughly 80% in March to more than 830,000 compared with same period in the prior year, according to 
data tracking firm IQVIA.” 

Reuters (5/18, Mason, Holland) reporis the President “volunteered the disclosure during a question-and- 
answer session with reporters at the White House as he met restaurant execulives whose businesses are reeling 
from the impact of the virus.” Trump said, “l'm taking hydroxychloroquine. ... lve been taking it for the last week 
and a half. A pill every day.” 

McClatchy (5/18, Charnbers, 19K) reports the President's “timeline for taking the drug coincides with two 
known cases of COVID-19 at the While House.” Trump’s “valet tested positive for the coronavirus, followed by 
Vice President Mike Pence’s spokeswoman, Katie Miller, who also tested positive.” 
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ABC News (5/18, Cathey, Gittleson and, Phelps, 2.97M) reports Trump “said he’s received ‘a lot of positive 
letters’ offering good feedback of hydroxychioroquine and insisied even if it’s not effective, he claimed, “You're 
not going to get sick or die.” 

Furthermore, CBS News (5/78, Linton, 3.68M) reports former BARDA Director Dr. Rick Bright “alleges he 
was ousted from his job for sounding the alarm on hydroxychiocroquine,” and “told CBS News’ Norah O’Donnell 
on ‘60 Minutes’ that he ‘never’ thought hydroxychioroquine would be a game-changer.” The HHS “disputes that 
Bright was pushed out and said in a statement that Bright’s ‘whistleblower complaint is filled with one-sided 
arguments and misinformation.” 

CNBC (5/18, Lovelace, Breuninger, 3.62M) reports, “A small study in Brazil was halted for safety reasons 
after coronavirus patients taking chloroquine, which hydroxychloroquine is derived from, developed arrhythmia, 
including some who died.” Moreover, a study published last week “in the JAMA Network found the drug 
appeared to not help Covid-19 patients and, instead, placed them al increased risk of cardiac arrest.” 

Forbes (5/18, Solender, 9.71M) reports the President “said the ‘only negative’ he’s heard about was a study 
by the Veterans Affairs department which found the drug is ineffective in preventing COVID-19, slamming the 
report as ‘very unscientific, and said he’s fired a lot of ‘tremendously bad people’ in the VA.” In addition to the 
FDA's warning, the NIH has advised against the use of the drug to treat coronavirus. 

Fox News (5/18, Garcia, 27.59M) reports that “Fox News’ Neil Cavuto reacted strongly Monday to... Trump's 
‘stunning’ disclosure.” Cavuto said, “The president has insisted that [hydroxychloroquine] has enormous benefits 
for patients either irying to prevent or [who] already have COVID-19. ... The fact of the matter is, though, when 
the president said, What have you got to lose?’ In a number of studies [of] those certainly vulnerable, the 
population have one thing to lose, their lives.” 

Newsweek (5/18, Crisp, 1.53M} reports FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn said in a staternent when the 
agency's advisory on the drug was released, “We understand that health care professionals are looking for every 
possible treatment option for their patients and we want to ensure we're providing them with the appropriate 
information needed for them to make the best medical decisions. ... While clinical trials are ongoing to determine 
the safety and effectiveness of these drugs for COVID-19, there are known side effects of these medications that 
should be considered.” 

Politico (5/18, Oprysko, 4.29M) reports, “Back in the spring when Trump first began to promote 
hydroxychlioroquine, FDA officials allowed the drug to be added to the Strategic National Stockpile ‘to be 
distributed and prescribed by doctors to hospitalized teen and adult patients with Covid-19, as appropriate, when 
a clinical trial is not available or feasible.” 

The Washington Examiner (5/18, Leonardi, 448K) reporis Dr. Fauci “said more ‘definitive studies’ are 
needed on hydroxychloroquine before it and others could be considered ‘knockout drugs.” 

Among other media oullets providing similar coverage are: NBC News (8/18, Timm, 6.14M), CNN (5/78, 
Carvajal, Liptak, 83.16M)}, the Daily Caller (5/18, Datoc, 716K}, the Dallas Morning News (5/18, Branham, 946K}, 
NPR (5/18, Rampton, 3.12M), USA Today (5/18, Weise, 10.31M), Axios (5/18, 521K), HuffPost (5/18, Grenoble, 
1.67M), the New York Daily News (5/18, Sommerfeldi, 2.52M), U.S. News & World Report (5/18, Smith, 2.4), 
and the Financial Times (5/18, Sevasiopulo, Subscription Publication, 1.34M). 


U.S. Death Toll in Coronavirus Outbreak Surpasses 90,000. 
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The Los Angeles Times (5/18, Beason, 4.64M) reports “the U.S. death toll from COVID-19 climbed above 90,000 
on Monday as more states and cities announced plans to slowly reopen their economies and test their 
residents.” The tally “of confirmed cases nationwide hit 1.5 millon, according to data from Johns Hopkins 
University.” Meanwhile, “experts have cautioned that cases and death tolls likely undercount the real cost of the 
coronavirus outbreak.” 

Additional Sources. Reuters (5/18, Canipe, Shumaker) says “most U.S. states reported a drop in new 
cases of the respiratory illness for the week ended May 77, with only 13 states seeing a rise in infections 


compared to the previous week, a separate Reuters analysis found.” Tennessee saw “the biggest weekly 
increase with 33%. Louisiana’s new cases rose 25%, and Texas reported 22% more cases than in the first week 
of May, according to the Reuters analysis of data from The COVID Tracking Project, a volunteer-run effort to 
track the outbreak.” 

The Hill (5/18, Weixel, 2.98M) reporis NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “last week said he thinks the death toll 
is ‘almost certainly higher’ than the reported numbers because of the likelihood that some deaths went 
unrecorded as a result of overwhelmed hospitais.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Calfas, Stancati, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) also reports on the siory. 


Newsom: California Pro Sports Could Resume In June Without Fans, Giving Boost To 
Leagues. 


Politico (5/18, White, 4.29M) reports, “Calffornia Gov. Gavin Newsom said the nation’s most populous state could 
allow its professional sporis teams to resume in June — without fans — in a possible boost to leaques anxious to 
salvage their seasons.” However, “Newsom has been wary of major sporting events functioning as hubs for 
transmission and indicated that fans would not return until therapeutics are developed for Covid-19.” Politico 
notes that “California has five MLB teams, four NBA squads and three NHL clubs, making it an instrumenial 
piece to jump-starting leagues.” 

Additional Sources, The Los Angeles Times (5/18, Shaikin, 4.64M) reports, “Major League Baseball 
wouid like to start the season the first week of July.” The LA Times adds that “Commissioner Rob Manfred has 
spoken recently with Newsom and other governors, assuring them the league could obtain the necessary 
coronavirus tests without depriving the local community of them.” 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are NBC Nightly New: Ei (5/18, story 3, 2:10, Holt, 7.19M}, 
the Washington Post (5/18, Maske, 14.2M}, the AP (5/18), HuffPost (6/18, Jones, 1.67M)}, and the San Francisco 
Chronicle (3/18, Shea, 2.67M}. 

Opinion: As California Thinks Through Sports, We Need To Put Health Ahead Of Profits. 
Ann Killion writes in the San Francisco Chronicle (5/18, 2.67M) that “the ultimate decisions about how fast and 
how far will le not with sports executives but with public health officials who were the first to sound the 
coronavirus warning.” She adds that “this won't be as simple as flipping a switch — ihe sports world is going to 
look different for some time.” No one is certain what the future of sports “will look like, and as Dr. Anthony Fauci 
says, the virus will make the decisions for us.” Killion says that as Stanford economics professor Roger Noll said, 
“Sports can’t become the next nursing homes.” Killlon concludes that we need to “take if slow. Get il right. And 
put health ahead of profits.” 
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HHS Secretary Azar Hits Back At Navarro’s Criticism Of CDC: ‘Inaccurate And 
Inappropriate’. 

Fox News (5/18, Singman, 27.59M) reporis that on Monday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “hit back...at White House 
trade adviser Peter Navarro for his coronavirus-related criticism of the Centers for Disease Conirol and 
Prevention, in a striking public spat between two wings of the Trump administration.” Appearing on Fox News’ 
“America’s Newsroom,” Azar said, “The comments regarding the CDC are inaccurate and inappropriate.” The 
“comments come afier Navarro slammed the CDC over the weekend, saying the agency ‘let the country dowry in 
its early stages of testing for COVID-19.” 

Additional Sources. The Hill (5/18, Klar, 2.98M) reports, “Azar told Fox News the CDC ‘had one error’ 
regarding scaling up the manufaciuring of the test they developed.” Azar added, “There was a contamination that 
didn’t affect the accuracy of the test, [it] just led to inconclusive results. They fixed that within weeks and got it 
out.” Moreover, a senior CDC official “rebuked Navarro’s comments slarmming the agency, telling CNN Sunday 
that Navarro’s criticism of the CDC is actually a denunciation of President Trump.” 

Politico (5/18, Goldberg, 4.29M) reports the FDA “was also criticized for acting too slow to approve 
diagnostic tests from private companies early in the outbreak.” Azar “said only private companies could have 
marshaled the resources necessary to produce millions of tests.” 

The Hill (5/19, Samuels, 2.98M)} reports on the story in a second piece, and says CDC Director Robert 
“Redfield has been featured scarcely in the White House’s public messaging campaign compared to” NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci, Deborah Birx or Surgeon General Jerome Adams. 

The Washington Examiner (5/18, Leonardi, 448K) also reports on the story. 


There Isn’t A COVID-19 Vaccine Yet. But Some Are Already Skeptical About It. 


TIME (5/18, Law, 18.47M) reports, “As the COVID-19 pandemic rages on,” anti-vaccine “activists have become 
intertwined with demonstrators who want businesses to reopen despite public health experts’ warnings.” On the 
web, well-known “anti-vaxxers” have been “sowing doubt about the COVID-19 vaccine ~ a vaccine that does not 
yet exist, and likely will not exist for many months, if not longer.” However, “their efforts seem to be working: 
approximately one in five Americans have already expressed unwillingness to get an eventual COVID-19 
vaccine, according to an April 15 survey.” Some recent examples of digifal misinformation spread by the anti- 
vaccine movement include “unsubstantiated claims about public health officials, like longtime National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases head Dr. Anthony Fauci, and philanthropist and Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates.” 


5 U.S. States Have Recorded New Highs In Coronavirus Cases In Last Week. 


Newsweek (5/18, Roos, 1.53M) reports “five U.S. states recorded new records in COVID-19 case increases 
during the week of May 10, according to data compiled by the COVID Tracking Project.” Data indicate “Arizona, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, Texas and Virginia all saw their highest increases in case counts between May 710 
and 16.” Florida, California, “and Hlincis also reported high positive case increases close to those confirmed by 
state health officials in recent weeks, COVID-19 Tracking Project data showed.” The piece adds that during a 
hearing last week, NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “warned lawmakers about the potential repercussions for states 
that reopen sooner than federal guidelines recommend.” 
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Trump Wants Golf ‘Back To Normal,’ With Thousands Of Fans And No Masks. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Bieler, 14.2M) reporis that during an interview on Sunday with NBC “that was the 
first televised live golf event since March, President Trump expressed happiness at seeing the sport return to 
action but said he looked forward to ‘tens of thousands’ of fans back at events and not wearing masks.” Trump 
told NBC host Mike Tirico, “We really want to see it back to normal...so when we have all these thousands, tens 
of thousands of peaple going to your majors and going to galf tournaments, we want them to be having that 
same experience. We don’t want them having to wear masks and be doing what we’ve been doing for the last 
number of months. Because thal’s not getting back to normal.” However, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“recently warned in a Senate hearing of ‘the danger of trying to open the country prematurely.” 


Ford Rechoreographs Plants To Allow For Workers To Socially Distance. 


NPR (5/18, 3.12M) reporis on its website Ford CEO Jim Hackett said in a broadcast Monday thal, regarding 
reopening the economy, the BRT and Dr. Anthony Fauci “have been having weekly sessions along with Robert 
Redfield from the CDC. And one of our well-known CEOs asked Dr. Fauci, should ~ why don’t! just test every 
employee in my company every day?” Hackett said “the answer to that is just it’s not practical here at the 
beginning, particularly with us — it will be over 200,000 people.” However, Hackett says, “If you have symptoms, 
we can test right away. And so we've built that failsafe. So if you're asymptomatic and you don’t have a fever and 
we haven't tested you, then we would contact trace if anyone around you got sick.” 


if Life Is A Movie, It’s Called ‘Closed Until Further Notice’. 


in the New York Times (5/19, 18.61M), Dan Barry writes, “We do not know the exact source of the virus,” and 
“oerhaps most disconcerting of all: We do noi know when this will end.” University of California, Berkeley 
Professor of Law and Sociology Calvin Morrill said the inability to discern an end reduces “our sense of agency.” 
National Institute of Mental Health Director Dr. Joshua Gordon “said that knowing when a moment will end — 
even if that knowledge is not what is hoped for ~ helps people adjust.” Furthermore, Barry adds, “Headline- 
grabbing disagreements — between, say, Mr. Trump and the immunologist Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, one of his data- 
driven advisers — create confusion that is further muddied by the day’s divisive politics.” 


Dr. Deborah Birx Criticized WHO’s China Relations During Trump Meeting. 


The New York Post (5/18, Jacobs, 4.57M) reports Coronavirus Response Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx 
“expressed frustration with the World Health Organizalion privately io President Trump just days before the 
commander in chief announced a freeze on US funding for the organization, as the coronavirus task force 
member gains influence in the West Wing.” Dr. Birx’s “comments came during an April 10 meeting of the White 
House task force, when Trump polled her, Dr. Anthony Fauci and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
director Robert Redfield for their thoughts on the institution, according to Axios.” She “was very critical of WHO 
and its relationship with the Chinese Communist Party, the outlet reports, telling the president that the institution 
badly needed reform.” 


Politics Could Dictate Who Gets A Coronavirus Vaccine. 
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Politico (5/18, Owermohie, 4.29M) reporis, “Markets soared Monday after Moderna Therapeuiics released 
promising early data on its government-funded vaccine” against COVID-19, “which means public health agencies 
will need to rapidly develop a plan for mass production and dissemination of a vaccine.” Former Health and 
Human Service Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response Nicole Lurie said, “It absolutely should not 
be the White House who decides.” Furthermore, “The H1N7 or swine flu epidemic in 2009 was a window into all 
that could go wrong, said Stephen Ostroff, a more than 20-year veteran of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration.” National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director 
Anthony Fauci “has stressed that the governmeni's timeline assumes everything goes perfectly as manufacturers 
farge on into increasingly large and complex trials.” 


Poll: Majority Of US Voters Want Country To Remain Closed For Now. 


The Hill (5/18, Greenwood, 2.98M) reports, “A majority of U.S. voters want the country to remain closed as long 
as there is still a significant number of coronavirus cases, according to a Harvard CAPS/Harris poll released 
exclusively to The Hill on Monday.” The poll found that “fifty-three percent of those surveyed said that most 
businesses should remain shuttered and stay-ai-home orders should stay in place while the country is dealing 
with a substantial amount of COVID-19 cases.” In addition, “another 47 percent said that the U.S. economy 
should gradually reopen, even if doing so leads to a modest increase in cases.” Meanwhile, “Anthony Fauci, the 
director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and a leading member of the White House’s 
COVID-19 task force, warned members of Congress in testimony last week that reopening the country too 
quickly could spur a new surge of infections and lead to ‘some suffering and death that could be avoided.” 


‘Hang Fauci, Hang Gates’ Sign Held At Open New York Protest. 


The Hill (5/48, Klar, 2.98M} reports, “A protester at an Open New York rally last week that was praised by 
President Trump held up a sign reading ‘Hang Fauci, Hang Gates,” referring to NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“and Bill Gates, a billionaire philanthropist donating funds to aid coronavirus research and issuing warnings about 
the pandemic.” The Huffington Post first “noted the sign in a story it wrote that was based on reporting at the 
scene by News 12 Long island, which captured the images of the sign at the rally held last week on Long Island.” 
The sign “stated ‘Hang Fauci, Hang Gates, Open up all our states.” 


Ideological Fault Lines Of Economic Reopening Emerge. 


CQ Roll Call (5/18, Zeller, 154K) reports, “The reopening debate is breaking along party lines.” Some 
“Democrats envision a long path ahead, driven by public health experts and aimed at stamping out the virus’ 
spread,” and “their approach is sustainable only with unprecedented, open-ended government spending.” 
Meanwhile, “Republicans see a much quicker restoration of activity that will skirt the guidance of the health 
experis because GOP lawmakers see the economic catastrophe as too big for the government to reverse, or 
even hold in check,” but “their plan will only work if Americans are willing to get back to work, and if, in doing so, 
they don’t trigger intolerable numbers of deaths.” However, CQ Roil Call says that “Dernocrats have the health 
experis on their side, as evidenced by National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony 
Faucis warning to the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Commitiee on May 12 that reopening too 
quickly could lead to ‘suffering and death that could be avoided.” 
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To Mask Or Not? How Public Health Officials Created Culture War. 


In an opinion piece for the Boston Herald (5/19, 410K), columnist Cynthia Allen writes that amid the pandemic, 
public health officials eventually “conceded that their initial guidance to the public regarding masks was not 
motivated by cutting edge research so much as the need to dissuade the public from siphoning them away from 
healthcare workers, which, of course, was a legitimate need.” Allen says “it would have made sense if” research 
“vas what motivated... Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar to suggest that improper mask use 
could actually spread the virus and Dr. Anthony Fauci to confidently declare on ‘60 Minutes, that a mask is not 
‘the perfect protection that people think that itis.” Allen concludes that “when it comes to discussions of mask 
policies and behavior in the U.S., the opportunity to have reasonable debate seems to have eluded us. ... And 
frankly, we have our trusted public officials and their muddled messages on masks to thank for that.” 


LA Clothing Brand Putting Fauci, Cuomo And Newsom’s Names On Underwear: ‘Our 
Version Of A Dream Team’. 


Fox News (5/18, Bartiromo, 27.59M) reporis Canava “has released a line of limited-edition underpants featuring 
the nares of Governors Andrew Cuomo (D-N_Y.) and Gavin Newsom (D-Calif), as well as” National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. According to the brand, “When you buy any of these 
limited edition products, we will be matching dollar for dollar your purchase with an equal product donation to 
health care workers in NYC (NYC, Cuomo [and] Fauci) or California (Newsom)}.” 

Adaftional Source. The Daily Caller (5/18, Lancaster, 716K) also reports. 


Adding To Dr. Fauci’s Diagnosis: The Critical Case For Ending Our Shutdown. 


Dr. Scott Aas, the David and Joan Traitel Senior Fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution, writes in a 
piece for The Hill (5/18, 2.98M) that during the coronavirus pandemic, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “has 
been a central figure, a key adviser to President Trump and a man to whom the entire country, indeed the world, 
looks for wisdom and expertise.” However, Atlas argues “our elected representatives, the public and the media 
misunderstand his focused role and even his expertise as a scientist.” Atlas concludes that “the total lockdown 
may have been justified at the start of this pandemic, bui it must now end,” and urges the US to “use empirical 
evidence and established medical science.” 


To Stop The Spread Of Coronavirus, Scientists Must Unite Against Trump. 


Iran opinion piece for the Boston Globe (5/18, 972K), Clinical Psychologist Edwin Fisher, Stanford University's 
Clinical Excellence Research Center faculty member Robert Kaplan, and McLean Hospital Psychiatrist Leonard 
Glass write “the popularity of [NIAID Director Dr. Anthony] Fauci and governors like Andrew Cuomo of New York 
and Mike DeWine of Ohio demonstrates a national appetite for accurate information even when it conveys more 
challenge than good news.” However, “the threat of political distortion is great.” The authors argue that in order ito 
avoid “traps and protect their ability to keep COVID-19 planning science-based, Fauci and colleagues must stick 
together.” 


CureVac Ramps Up COVID-19 MRNA Vaccine Effort As Moderna Analysts Raise Questions 
About Animal Data. 
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FierceBiotech (5/18, Weintraub) reports “mRNA vaccine player” CureVac “has rolled out preclinical results in 
anticipation of launching a phase 7/2a clinical trial this June” of its coronavirus vaccine candidate, with the 
biotech saying last week that jis lead candidate produced “high levels’ of virus-neutralizing titers in animal 
models and thal it ‘has the potential to induce a strong Immunologic response to neutralize SARS-CoV-2." 
Moderna has aiso attracted considerable support for its mRNA efforts. According to FierceBiotech, “Moderna is 
allied with the National Institutes of Health and recently partnered with Lonza to manufacture MRNA-1273.” 


Drugmakers Tout COVID-19 Vaccines To Refurbish Their Public Image. 


Kaiser Health News (5/18, Hancock) says Johnson & Johnson “and the rest of the pharmaceutical industry have 
seized on the coronavirus crisis as a way to polish an image tarnished by unaffordable medicine, patent lawsuits 
and an addiction epidemic.” However, “it is uncertain which, if any, of the firms trying to claim center stage now — 
J&J for vaccines, Gilead for lis antiviral or Abbott for its testing machines — deserve the leading role or will have it 
when new products arrive on the market and are priced.” Trump Administration officials, including National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci “say a vaccine could be available within 12 to 
18 months ~ far faster than any other such treatment has been developed,” but Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar in February “said he was unable to promise thal a coronavirus vaccine would be affordable 
for everybody.” 


Breast Cancer Susceptibility GWAS Highlights Dozens New Loci, Some Subtype-Specific. 


GenomeWeb (5/18) reports that researchers from the National Institutes of Health (NIH} and other organizations 
“has tracked down nearly three dozen previously unappreciated breast cancer risk loci, including a handful of 
sites that appear to coincide with specific breast cancer subtypes.” NIH cancer epidemiologist and geneticist 
Montserrat Garcia-Closas, and co-senior author, and other researchers wrote, “These findings provide an 
improved understanding of genetic predisposition to breast cancer subtypes, and will inform the development of 
subtype-specific polygenic risk scores [PRS].” The researchers “considered array-based genotyping profiles for 
almost 133,400 individuals with breast cancer and nearly 113,800 unaffected controls” and “highlighted 32 new 
breast cancer-associated loci ~ a set that included at least five loci showing distinct associations with luminal and 
non-luminai forms of breast cancer.” The findings were published in Nature Genetics on Monday. 


NIAID Begins Clinical Trial Examining Hydroxychloroquine, Azithromycin As COVID-19 
Treatments. 

Homeland Preparedness News (5/18, Galford) reports the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
last week launched “a clinical trial to evaluate if a combination of nydroxychloroquine and azithromycin could 
treat COVID-19 in mild or moderate cases.” The Phase 2b trial will “be conducted by the NIAID-funded AIDS 
Clinical Trials Group” with medications donated by Teva Pharmaceuticais. NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said 
that “repurposing existing drugs is an attractive option” for finding “a safe and effective treatment for COVID-19.” 


New HIV Drug ‘Highly Effective’ At Preventing Infection, Study Shows. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (5/18, Moench, 2.67M} reports the results of a four-year global trial, conducted by 
the National institule of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and the HIV Prevention Trials Network, revealed the new 
HIV drug called cabotegravir “injected every iwo months effectively reduces the rate of infection, and provides 
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longer and stronger protection than taking pills.” The finding “marks the first time a large-scale clinical trial has 
shown a systemic, long-acting form of HIV prevention to be highly effective,” according to the study report. 


Trump, In Response To ‘60 Minutes’ Interview, Claims Whistleblowers Like Rick Bright Are 
‘Causing Great Injustice And Harm’ 


The Washington Post (5/18, Bella, 14.2M} reports, “After former top vaccine official Rick Bright maintained 
Sunday that the federal government's response to the coronavirus pandemic has been slow and chaotic, 
President Trump responded in a late-night tweetstorm, saying that whistleblowers like Bright are ‘causing great 
injustice and harm’ to the nation.” During “an interview with ‘60 Minutes,’ Bright, the former director of the 
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, criticized the government for failing to have a clear 
plan in place to address the totality of the American outbreak.” The Post adds that “on Sunday, Bright outlined 
again, much like he did in his whistleblower complaint, how” HHS “Secretary Alex Azar, the boss of his 
deparimeni, allegedly downplayed the threat as early as January.” Bright also “said to CBS News that he 
believes his reassignment io what he considered a lesser role at the National Institutes of Health is retaliation for 
speaking out.” 

AdedRional Sources. The Daily Caller (5/18, Krayden, 716K) reports that on Monday, Trump “accused 
Bright and ‘60 Minutes’...of ‘doing everything in their power to demean our Country, much to the benefit of the 
Radical Left Democrats’ and accused Bright of being ‘yet another Fake ‘Whistleblower,’ a disgruntled employee 
who supports Dems [and] fabricates stories.” 

The New York Post (5/18, Steigrad, 4.57M)} reports Trump also “blasted ‘CBS Evening News’ host Norah 
O'Donnell as a ‘third place anchor after’ the interview, and “called on ViacomCBS owner Redstone...to look at 
the ratings and take action.” 


CDC Plans Sweeping COVID-19 Antibody Study In 25 Metropolitan Areas. 


Reuters (5/18, Brown) reports the CDC “plans a nationwide study of up to 325,000 people to track how the new 
coronavirus is spreading across the country into next year and beyond, a CDC spokeswoman and researchers 
conducting the effort told Reuters.” The study, “expected to launch in June or July, will test samples from blood 
donors in 25 metropolitan areas for antibodies created when the immune system fights the coronavirus, said Dr. 
Michael Busch, director of the nonprofit Vitalant Research Institute.” Dr. Busch “is leading a preliminary version 
of the study — funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute and the National Institute of Allergy and 
infectious Diseases — that is testing the first 36,000 samples.” 

AddHional Sources. The Hill (5/18, Bowden, 2.98M) reports that “news of the CDC’s study comes as 
some have called for the agency to take on a greater role in the nation’s fight against coronavirus.” The Hill adds, 
“Former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb called on the agency to not be sidelined in an op-ed published over 
the weekend in The Wall Street Journal,” and wrote, “CDC hasn't been filling its traditional role of prompily 
publishing medical findings that may help doctors care for patients. ... Instead, a lot of this information is being 
passed around social media, by email or even through word of mouth. It’s trial and error on a global scale.” 

Newsweek (5/18, Villarreal, 1.53M) reporis, “Each month for 12 months, the study will examine blood from 
1,000 donors in 25 metro areas,” and “at 18 months, researchers will test blood from another 25,000 donors.” 
The “samples will be taken from “regular, altruistic” blood donors, according to” Dr. Busch. Newsweek adds, “The 
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preliminary study involves Boston, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, New York, the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Seattle and its next phase will likely add Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Miami, New Orleans and St. Louis.” 


Oregon Hospitals To Receive Experimental Covid Treatment. 


The Portland (OR) Business Journal (5/18, Bjorke, Subscription Publication, 827K} reports the Oregon Health 
Authority received its first shipment of experimental COVID-19 treaiment remdesivir, produced by Gilead, last 
week, and will begin distributing it to state hospitals, according to an agency news release. Remdesivir “has not 
been formally approved by the Food and Drug Administration but is being used through a federal emergency use 
authorization.” 

Additional Sources, KATU-TV Portland, OR (5/17, 287K) and KPTV-TV Portland, OR (5/17, Hurwitz, 
177K) also report. 


The U.S. Should Pay People To Get Tested For Covid-19. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (5/18, 14.2M), Michael Greenstone, the director of the Becker 
Friedman Institute for Economics at the University of Chicago, writes that “we should start paying people to get 
tested for covid-19.” Greenstone says “if economics has taught us anything, it is that financial incentives can 
change behavior. Offering paymenis for completed tests could change the calculus of those invited to be tested.” 
He asserts that “until we implement covid-19 testing that produces representative results, itis impossible to know 
the current prevalence of the disease or of past infection in the population.” Greenstone mentions that ongoing 
NIH testing has “relied on the self-motivated or volunteers.” 


Oversight Panel: Fed Has Lent Very Little From $500 Billion Treasury Fund. 


The New York Times (5/18, At, Smialek, Rappepori, 18.61M) reports that there is “growing concem that the 
Federal Reserve and the Treasury are being too timid and halting in their approach as they scramble fo rescue 
the economy.” 

The AP (5/18, Daly) says that according to the Congressional Oversight Committee, the Treasury 
Department and Federal Reserve “have lent hardly any money under a $500 billion fund created by the 
economic rescue law passed in response to the coronavirus crisis.” While the Treasury fund “is being used to 
guarantee new, expansive Federal Reserve lending programs to companies, states and cities that could be 
leveraged to reach as much as 54.5 trillion,” so far, “only one of the new Fed programs has started operating, a 
lending fund likely to be tapped by large public companies.” 

The Washington Post (5/18, A1, Werner, 14.2M) reporis on tts front page that Treasury Secretary Mnuchin 
and Federal Reserve Chairman Powell are “expected to be asked about the law’s economic impact on Tuesday 
when they testify before the Senate Banking Committee.” 

USA Today (5/18, Jansen, 10.31M) provides similar coverage. 


Mnuchin: Administration Working On Extending PPP Loan Period. 


The Hill (6/18, Gangitano, 2.98M) reporis restaurant indusiry leaders, in a meeting with President Trump and 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin at the White House on Monday, asked that the Paycheck Protection Program’s 
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(PPP) loan period be extended from eight weeks to 24 weeks to give small businesses more time to spend 
funds. Mnuchin replied “we’re working on that,” but didn’t commit to 24 weeks. 


Democrats Increase Attacks On McConnell On Pandemic Aid Inaction. 


Politico (5/18, Everett, 4.29M) reports that Democrats, “frustrated” with Senate Majority Leader McConnell saying 
he isnt feeling “urgency” io immediately tackle a fifth congressional response io the coronavirus, “are ratcheting 
up” attacks on him in “the time-honored minority tactic of trying to shame the Senate majority leader into moving 
forward.” Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) said, “We are moving forward now on an initiative that goes from our 
legislative graveyard effort to...a focus on the horrors of the real graveyard we have right now.” She and Senate 
Minority Leader Schumer “are expected to formally launch their new messaging program on Tuesday.” 


Treasury May Not Be Able To Force Public Companies To Repay PPP Funds. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Gregg, 14.2M) reports smail business advocates and analysis say that “there are 
questions about whether the administration can force companies that received money under the initial” Paycheck 
Protection Program to return it, despite the Treasury saying that publicly traded companies “with substantial 
market value and access fo capital markets” were not the intended recipients. Part of the issue is that an April 6 
Treasury regulation said that borrowers and lenders “should rely on the laws, rules and guidance available at the 
time of the relevant application.” The Post casis the issue as illustrating “the chaotic way in which federal bailout 
programs were thrown together on the fly.” 


Scammers Targeting State Unemployment Claims. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Marks, 14.2M) reports on a New York Times article that “scammers took advaniage 
of weak systems states use to verify the identities of people applying for unemployment benefits to file thousands 
of fraudulent claims.” The rush to get funds out amid the pandemic has the systems increasingly vulnerable, 
more so, for some cases, in which states are “foregoing lengthy reviews that weed out phony claims.” The Secret 
Service warns the false claims could cost states hundreds of millions of dollars. 


Survey Finds Minority-Owned Businesses Struggle To Obtain PPP Loans. 


The New York Times (5/18, Flitter, 18.61M) reporis that according to a survey conducted by the Global Strategy 
Group for two “equal-rights organizations,” Color of Change and UnidosUs, “black and Latino business owners 
are struagiing to get government assistance under the Paycheck Protection Program...and many say they are on 
the brink of closing permanently.” According to the Times, “Just 12 percent of the owners who applied for 
government-backed loans in the $650 billion program reported receiving what they had asked for, and nearly half 
of all owners said they anticipated having to permanently close in the next six months.” The Times adds, “By 
comparison, in a survey of small businesses by the Census Bureau from April 26 to May 2, three-quarters said 
they had asked for a loan and 38 percent of them said they had received one.” 


Activists Urge Phoenix To Provide COVID-19 Relief For Undocumented Immigrants. 


The Arizona Republic (5/18, Boehm, 8691‘) reports immigrant rights activist group Poder in Action held a rally in 
Phoenix to urge the city “to provide a COVID-19 relief fund for undocumented Arizonans,” who don't receive 
federal or state assistance. Poder in Action Executive Director Virl Hernandez “said the city expects 
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undocumented people to participate in the U.S. Census,” which affects ihe amount of federal funds thai go io the 
city, so the city should care for those people. 


Columnist: Essential Workers’ Compensation Doesn’t Reflect Their Importance. 


Elizabeth Bruenig, in a colurnn in the New York Times (5/18, 18.67M), writes that the coronavirus pandemic 
“revealed a paradox at the core of American life: The people whose work we rely on the most often have the 
least to show for it.” Bruenig focuses on the residents of St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families in 
Hyatisville, Maryland, “which offers shelter, counseling, education and child care to mothers and pregnant girls 
and women in crisis.” Many of the residents “work in nursing homes, grocery stores and big-box stores — 


employment considered, even under coronavirus-related restrictions, necessary to the functioning of civil society’ 
although “their compensation, benefits and status in society hardly reflect how critical they are.” 


ACLU Analysis Warns Against Immunity Passports. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Cunningham, 14.2M) reports that an American Civil Liberties Union analysis says 
that issuing “so-called immunity passports” — docurnentation showing people recovered from COVID-19 — “would 
idisproportionately] hurt people who work in the service sector, incentivize people to actively seek out acquiring 
the virus and seriously undermine individual rights to privacy.” 


Opinion: Americans Are Responsible Enough To Confront Risks Associated With 
Reopening. 

In an op-ed for the Wall Street Journal (5/18, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-TX)} 
writes that in the debate over when to reopen the economy...conservatives are more willing to confront risk. He 
adds that Americans are responsible enough to both live free and confront risk, and concludes by saying it is 
time for America fo reopen in a smart and intentional way. 


Despite Positive COVID-19 Tests, Aircraft Carrier Prepares To Return To Sea. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Youssef, Subscription Publication, 7.67M) reports defense officials said that while 
at least 14 sailors on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, which has been docked at Guam for almost two months 
following the largest coronavirus outbreak in the US military, tested positive for the virus, it is preparing to go out 
to sea. 


Columnist: Unemployment Benefits Offsetting Most Damage To Workers From Shutdown. 


Paul Krugman, in his column in the New York Times (5/18, 18.61M), writes that the argument that the economy 
needs to be reopened “for the sake of workers” so they can earn wages again “is a really bad argument.” 
Krugman explains that “it's a good bet that at this point most though not all of the loss in wages caused by social 
distancing is being offset by increased government aid,” which he calls “a largely unheralded success story” that 
should be credited to Democrats who insisted unemployment assistance be a part of the package. Krugman 
believes “the success of unemployment aid helps explain a key feature of the politics of reopening”: i’s mastly 
from “high-income Republicans” and not workers. Krugman warns of the impending end to expanded 
unemployment benefits and how the GOP is opposed to extending them, instead seeking to “protect businesses 
from liability if their employees get sick. That is, they want to force Americans to go to work even if it kills them.” 
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Columnist: Divide On Public Health Directives Is Ideological, Not Class-Based. 


Michelle Goldberg, in a column in the New_York Times (5/18, 18.61M), writes that while “some commentators 
have suggesied that the coronavirus lockdowns pit an affluent professional class comfortable staying home 
indefinitely against a working class more willing to take risks to do their jobs,” such opinions are “not based on 
even a cursory look ai actual data.” Instead of class, this is a matter of partisanship, as President “Donald Trump 
and his allies have polarized the response to the coronavirus, turning defiance of public health directives into a 
mark of right-wing identity.” There are many whites without a college degree among lockdown protesters just 
because they make up “a significant chunk of Trump’s base.” Reopening is “compulsion,” not liberation, to 
workers, as “If your employer reopens but you don’t feel safe going to work, you can’t continue to collect 
unemploymeni benefits.” While “financial elites are eager for everyone else to resurne powering the economy,” 
the US has seen “a surge in labor activism as people” are “made to work in unsafe conditions.” Goldberg 
concludes that ignoring public health authorities is “the ultimate mark of privilege.” 


NYTimes: New York Should Consider Alternative Methods To Enforce Social Distancing. 


The New York Times (5/18, 18.61M) editorializes that New York should consider methods other than the police 
intervention to enforce social distancing during the coronavirus pandemic. Of the 125 people arrested “over 
offenses that law enforcement officials described as related to the coronavirus pandemic, 113 were black or 
Hispanic.” Meanwhile, photographs across social media show “crowds of sun-seekers packed into parks in 
wealthy, whiter areas of the city, lounging undisturbed as police officers hand out masks.” The city “needs a 
different approach to enforcing public health measures during the pandemic.” Mayor Bill de Blasio “seems to 
understand this, and he has promised to hire 2,300 people to serve as social distancing ‘ambassadors.” Another 
method to help social-distancing efforts “may be the community-based groups that have been effective in 
reducing gun violence in some of the city’s toughest neighborhoods.” 


Bathroom Concerns A Barrier To Reopening Businesses. 


The Washington Post (5/18, A1, Fisher, 14.2M) reporis, “One of the biggest obstacles to” Americans leaving their 
homes amid the pandemic ‘is the prospect of having to use a public restroom — a tight, intimate and potentially 
germ-infesited space.” In response, restaurants and other businesses are renovating bathrooms to be touch free, 
hiring monitors to make sure people maintain social distancing in lines, and frequently cleaning bathrooms. 


Cruise Ship That Was Part Of Early Outbreak Sailing To Malaysia. 


USA Today (5/18, Tate, 10.31M) reports Princess Cruises said tis cruise ship the Diamond Princess, which was 
part of an early coronavirus outbreak, is sailing from Japan to Malaysia as part of crew repatriation efforts. 


Two-Thirds Of Licensed Nursing Homes In Virginia Voluntarily Reporting COVID-19 Cases 
Among Residents. 

The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (5/18, Martz, 277) reports “two-thirds of Virginia’s licensed nursing homes 
have begun voluntarily reporting on COVID-19 cases among their residents, but those cases represent only one- 
third of the cases confirmed in outbreaks in the state’s long-term care facilities.” A “new feature on the Virginia 
Hospital & Healthcare Assaciation dashboard shows 1,292 confirmed cases of the disease on Monday in 
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licensed nursing homes, with 135 test resulis pending.” The updaied “dashboard does noi include assisted living 
facilities that also have been ravaged in the coronavirus pandemic.” 


DC Mayor Says Officials Will Evaluate Scheduled Reopening Date This Week As Community 
Spread Of Novel Coronavirus Declines. 


The Hill (5/18, Kiar, 2.98M) reports “community spread of coronavirus in Washington, D.C., has declined for eight 
days and officials will evaluate this week a scheduled reopening date, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser (D) said 
Monday during a budget presentation.” The mayor “said officials will discuss sector plans regarding reapening 
the District on Thursday.” Bowser “said members of the Re-Open DC steering committee have been hearing 
over the last week about how various parts of the economy will reopen.” 


Texas Still Not Testing Every Resident And Staff Member At Homes For People With 
Disabilities, Psychiatric Hospitals For Novel Coronavirus. 


The Texas Tribune (5/18, Sparber, 23K) reports that “last week, Texas announced it would be testing every 
resident and staff member in nursing homes, which have emerged as hot spots for the new coronavirus.” 
However, “state-run homes for people with disabilities and state-run psychiatric hospitals — which collectively 
serve 4,703 vulnerable Texans and employ 18,873 full-time staff members — will not receive that same level of 
state support to test all residents, patients and employees, according to a spokesperson for the agency thai 
oversees the facilities.” At this time, those facilities “are still only testing residents and patients who are 
symptomatic or have potentially been exposed, despite concerns raised by employees and family members 
about outbreaks.” 


Analysis: Waving Off Worries About Novel Coronavirus Because Of Demographic Trends Is 
“Fraught.” 


In an analysis, the Washington Post (5/18, Bump, 14.2M) says that “in the months since the first confirmed” 
COVID-19 “death here, certain patterns have emerged. We've understood from the outset that older people and 
those with preexisting conditions were more at risk of dying of the disease. We've also learned that black and 
Hispanic Americans have been dying disproportionately following infections.” To some people, “these are 
comforting details.” However, “most of the deaths from the coronavirus have been among white Americans.” The 
Post concludes, “Just because the disease disproportionately affects certain groups, of course, doesn’t mean 
that I doesn’t affect other groups or that members of those groups aren’t at risk. ... Waving off concern about 
contracting the virus based on broad demographic trends is fraught.” 


About 100 Employees At Indiana Poultry Processing Plant Test Positive For Novel 
Coronavirus. 


The AP (5/18) reports that “about 100 workers ata southern Indiana poultry processing plant have tested 
positive for the coronavirus in an outbreak that has it closed until at least Wednesday.” Farbest Foods tested the 
almost 600 workers at its Huntingburg plant “on Friday and the company was working Monday and Tuesday to 
notify healthy employees on when to return, said Ted Seger, president of the Jasper-based company.” The “plant 
is at least the fourth indiana meat or poultry processing plant that has faced oulbreaks of COVID-19 among its 
workforce similar to others in the industry across the country.” 
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More Than 180 People Who Attended Church Service In California Potentially Exposed To 
Novel Coronavirus. 


USA Today (5/18, Yancey-Bragg, 10.31M) reports “a person who attended a Mother's Day church service in 
California learned they tested positive for COVID-19 the next day, health officials said Friday.” Over 180 people 
“attended the service with the infected person” and “have been notified and instructed to self-quarantine, 
according to a statement from Butte County Public Health.” The church “opened for in-person services in 
defiance of Governor Gavin Newsom's (D) stay-ai-home order which went into place on March 19, health 
officials said.” County health officials “said this decision would cost many hours and create ‘a financial burden’ for 
those trying to slow or stop the spread of COVID-19.” 

The Los Angeles Times (5/17, Newberry, 4.64M) reported that the “pastor who defied public health officials 
and held an in-person Mother's Day service that potentially exposed 180 congregants to the coronavirus has 
spoken out about his decision on social media.” On Facebook, pastor Mike Jacobsen of Palermo Bible Family 
Church “said..ihat he would ‘never with knowledge put anyone in harms [sic] way.” He added, “For 7 weeks we 
have been kept out of our church and away from our church family. ... lam fully aware that some people may not 
understand that for our church itis essential to be together in fellowship.” 

The AP (5/18, Rodriguez) reporis “everyone who was at the service will be tested, officials said.” 


New York City Data Showcase Racial And Economic Disparities In Novel Coronavirus Death 
Rates. 


Reuters (5/18, Caspani, Allen} reports “some New York City neighborhoods have seen death rates from the 
novel coronavirus nearly 15 times higher than others, according to data released by New York City’s health 
department on Monday, showing the disproportionate toll taken on poor communities.” The data show “for the 
first time a breakdown on the number of deaths in each of the city’s more than 60 ZIP codes.” The piece says 
that “in the wealthy, mostly white enclave of Gramercy Park in Manhattan, the rate is 31 deaths per 100,000 
residents, the data” show. However, “in Far Rockaway in the borough of Queens, which is more than 40% black 
and 25% Latino or Hispanic, the death rate is nearly 15 times higher: 444 deaths per 100,000 residenis.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Chapman, Honan, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports nine out of the 10 
New York City zip codes with the smallest fatality rates are in Manhattan. 

POLITICO New York (5/18, Durkin) reports “people living in the poorest New York City neighborhoods are 
dying from coronavirus at more than double the rate of more affluent neighborhoods, according to” the newly 
released data. The piece says thai “in zip codes where at least 30 percent of peaple live in poverty, the death 
rate from Covid-19 is 232 for every 100,000 people — compared to 100 in low-poverty neighborhoods, where less 
than 10 percent of the population is poor.” 


About 75% Of California’s COVID-19 Infections, Deaths Are In Southern California. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Carlton, Caldwell, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Sacramento and the 
San Francisco Bay Area have about 25 percent of California’s residents, but have reported only 16 percent of the 
state’s COVID-19 cases, and 14 percent of COVID-19-relaied deaths. Meanwhile, Southern California has 22 
million residents, and has approximately 75 percent of the state’s COVID-19 infections and deaths. 
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Legislators Concerned About Incomplete Racial Data On COVID-19 Cases, Deaths. 


The Hill (5/418, Hellmann, 2.98M} reports that “nearly three months afier the first COVID-19 case was confirmed 
in the U.S., 10 states and five territories have not released racial and ethnic data on coronavirus deaths, 
according to the COVID Tracking Project and the Antiracist Research & Policy Center.” Meanwhile, “in many 
states that are releasing data, the figures are offen incomplete, with racial and ethnic information missing in 48 
percent of cases reported to ihe Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.” Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) “said 
lawmakers have long known that the CDC’s surveillance of public health issues needs to be updated.” She said 
the report “exposes the gulf that exists in our public health data. ... Not all of our states are up to getting and 
providing this data. We cannot let these racial disparities go ignored and unaddressed.” The Hill adds that 
“awmakers and advocates say federal law should require states to report this information to the CDC.” 


CDC Warns Children May Develop MIS-C Without Knowing They Contracted Novel 
Coronavirus. 


Newsweek (5/18, Fink, 1.53M)} reports the CDC “is warning that children could develop multisystem inflammatory 
syndrome, or MIS-C, a rare inflammatory syndrome, without ever knowing they were infected with the new 
coronavirus.” Although “children are still believed to be at a lower risk than adults of developing COVID- 
19...cases of MIS-C, a syndrome believed to be triggered by the virus, have presented a new and sobering 
reality.” Even though “its symptoms appear similar to Kawasaki disease,” MIS-C “is a new syndrome, and 
officials are still working to understand how its symptoms present themselves, how common itis and the risk 
factors.” 

The Los Angeles Times (5/18, Shalby, 4.64M) reports “four children in Los Angeles County diagnosed with” 
multisysiern inflammatory syndrome “have tested positive for COVID-19 through antibody testing, officials said 
Monday.” 

The New York Post (5/18, Marsh, Musumeci, 4.57M) reports “there are now 145 New York City kids 
sickened with the rare Kawasaki-like inflammatory disease, Mayor Bill de Blasio said Monday as he noted that 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention confirmed that the illness is linked to the coronavirus.” 

The AP (5/18) says “public health officials on Monday reported two cases in lowa of” the “new inflammatory 
disease in children associated with coronavirus infections.” 


Georgia’s Graph Showing Steady Decline In COVID-19 Deaths, Cases Was Re-Sorted To 
Create Illusion Of Drop. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Milbank, 14.2M) reports “Georgia’s Republican Gov. Brian Kemp needed a way to 
show that he hadn't been rash to reopen restauranis, theaters, nail salons and the like in late April. His 
administration came up with a creative solution. They doctored the statistics.” Last week, the state’s public health 
deparimeni “released a graph showing a dramatic, steady decline in cases, deaths and hospitalizations in the 
state’s five most affected counties, from a peak on April 28, just before the siate’s restrictions were eased, to 
near zero two weeks later.” However, “the dates on the chart showed a curious ordering: April 30 was followed 
by May 4; May 5 was followed by May 2, which was followed by May 7 — which in turn was followed by April 26. 
The dates had been re-soried to create the illusion of a decline.” 
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in an opinion piece for the Los Angeles Times (5/18, 4.64}, senior digital editor Matthew Fleischer writes 
that “thanks to the Atlanta Journal Constitution, we now know things did indeed look too good to be true. 
Georgia’s coronavirus numbers looked so rosy because officials misrepresented the data in such a way it’s 
difficull to believe it wasn’t done on purpose.” Fleischer says one thing “is certain: Wishful thinking isn’t going to 
end this pandemic. If the numbers look too good fo be true, they probably are.” 


Louisiana Officials Announce Investigations Into Three Crawfish Farms’ Coronavirus 
Outbreaks. 


The AP (5/18, McGill) reports “Louisiana resumed the release Monday of detailed information on coronavirus 
infections in nursing homes, and officials announced investigations of outbreaks among workers at three 
crawlish farms in the state’s Acadiana region.” The Louisiana “Health Department said about 100 workers across 
the three farms have tested positive for COVID-19.” Louisiana “Gov. John Bel Edwards (D) and Assistant 
Secretary of Health Alex Billloux provided few details about the cases, but said at least some of the workers 
involved were” immigrants. 


Las Vegas Officials Bolster Contact Tracing Efforts Amid Pandemic. 


The AP (5/18) reports “health officiais in Las Vegas said Monday they've increased the number of community 
disease investigators and have adopted an automated system using text and email messages to notify people 
who may have had contact with people who have tested positive for the coronavirus.” Over “60 investigators are 
now contact tracing more than 5,400 reported cases in and around Las Vegas, said Dr. Michael Johnson, 
community health chief at the Southern Nevada Health District.” Authorities “say quick identification of people 
exposed to the virus can help stop” its spread. 


Pennsylvania Governor Urges Residents To Avoid Going To Beaches Amid Pandemic. 


The AP (5/718) reports that “with the Memorial Day holiday weekend approaching,” Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf 
(D) “on Monday questioned the wisdom of beach-going, even as governors in other states reopen their beaches 
despite worries that the coronavirus outbreak could surge again.” Beaches on “the East Coasi will be open this 
weekend, albeit with social-distance quidance coming from state and local officials.” However, Wolf “has taken a 
dim view of beach-going while the virus is spreading.” He said during a news conference, “| wouldn't go to the 
beach. ... There are people there who aren't wearing masks and you're putting yourself at risk.” 


Vermont Allows Customers Inside Retail Stores With New Restrictions. 


The AP (5/18, Ring) reporis “Vermont continued its gradual reopening from the coronavirus pandemic Monday 
as customers were allowed into retail stores for the first time since the lockdown began in March with restrictions 
on capacity and the need to keep people apart.” The new “requirements for retail stores...include face coverings 
and staying al least 6 feet (2 meters) from customers and other staff members.” During a “news briefing, Gov. 
Phil Scott (R) and other officials said continued low numbers of new people testing positive for the virus that 
causes COVID-19 will make if possibie to continue the reopenings.” 


Expert Says It Ils Too Early To Know If States That Opened Up Economies Are Seeing 
Jumps In COVID-19 Cases. 
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Bloomberg (5/18, Wagner, Newkirk, 4.73M) reports that it has “been al least two weeks since many states 
started lifting stay-at-home orders.” Many people worried “that states would pay a steep price for dismissing the 
coronavirus pandemic, but governors, encouraged by President Donald Trump, said they couldn't wait any 
longer.” The data have not “taken a side — yet.” It is “still too early to tell whether early-moving states are seeing 
a spike in Covid-18 cases, said Jennifer Nuzzo, a professor of epidemiology at Johns Hopkins University.” 


Colorado Governor Announces State Distribution Of CARES Act Funds. 


The Denver Post (5/18, Nicholson, 720K) reports “state distribution of $1.674 billion in federal funds from the 
CARES Act, fo support recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic crisis it caused, was 
announced Monday by” Colorado “Gov. Jared Polis (1D) who signed an executive order pursuant to coronavirus 
aid and relief.” CARES Act funding totaling “$48 million will be transferred to the State’s Disaster Emergency 
Fund for medical expenses and public health expenses incurred or expected to be incurred for the fiscal year 
2019-2020, with $157 million earmarked for FY 2020-21, according to a news release.” Polis’ “executive order 
also authorizes transfers including $500 million to local school districts.” 


Pennsylvania To Start Releasing Names Of Nursing Homes With COVID-19 Cases, Deaths. 


The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (5/18, Mamula, 616K) reports “the Pennsylvania Department of Health on Tuesday 
will begin releasing the names of nursing homes along with the number of facility COVID-19 cases and deaths, 
information that some have said is critical fo families who are making care decisions for loved ones.” 
Pennsylvania “Department of Health Secretary Rachel Levine also said Monday that regulations are being rolled 
out this week to require all nursing home residents and staff to be tested for the highly contagious respiratory 
disease, followed by periodic staff testing, depending on the number of COVID-19 cases at the facility.” 


Kentucky Governor Announces Effort To Bolster Contact Tracing To Contain Novel 
Coronavirus’ Spread. 


The AP (5/18) reports “Gov. Andy Beshear (D) announced plans Monday to ramp up contact tracing in Kentucky 
to help contain coronavirus cases as the state’s economy gradually reopens.” The governor “announced the 
hiring of veteran health care industry executive Mark Carier as an executive adviser to lead the contact tracing 
program.” This initiative’s “success will depend on Kentuckians’ participation when contacted, the governor said. 
Information provided will be confidential, he said.” 


Massachusetts Governor Announces Reopening Of Manufacturing, Houses Of Worship 
With New Guidelines. 


The Boston Herald (5/18, Sobey, 410K) reports “the staggered start to opening up the Massachusetts economy 
kicked off with manufacturing, construction and houses of worship all winning the go-ahead, but others still left on 
the sidelines.” On Monday, “Gov. Charlie Baker (R} announced...all three sectors musi abide by new guidelines, 
with 40% maximum capacity for houses of worship and outdoor services encouraged.” The staie’s “Phase 4 
reopening will continue on May 25 with restrictions eased on office spaces (except in the city of Boston), labs, 
hair salons, barbershops, car washes, pet grooming and curbside pick-up for retail stores.” 
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Latinos Urge Austin Mayor To Address Disproportionate Impact Novel Coronavirus Is 
Having On Latino Community. 


NBC News (5/18, Gamboa, 6.14M) discusses “a group of Latinos calling on Austin Mayor Steve Adler and the 
City Council to address the disproportionate impact the coronavirus is having on the city’s Latino community.” 
Latinos make up “53 percent of all COVID-19 patients in Austin and Travis County and are 38 percent of the 
COVID-19 deaths, according to Austin and Travis County data released Sunday night by public health officials.” 
The city’s “population is about 34 percent Latino, according to census data.” The coalition “of Latino business 
and community leaders...wani[s] the mayor to create a Latino action coalition or task force to come up with a 
culturally relevant plan to get more information on the virus, infection prevention and safety, and when and where 
to get treatrnent to the community.” 


Tension Grows Between Authorities, Hasidic Jews As Social Distancing Rules Are 
Repeatedly Broken Where Hasidim Dominate. 


The New York Times (5/18, Stack, Schweber, 18.61M) reports on “several episodes that have ignited tensions 
between the authorities and Hasidic Jews since the start of the coronavirus pandemic.” Although the novel 
coronavirus “has killed Hasidic Jews at a rate that public health data [suggest] may exceed the rates for other 
ethnic or religious groups, social-distancing rules have repeatedly been broken in areas where Hasidim 
dominate, especially at activities like weddings, funerals or religious education.” However, “Hasidic groups say a 
small minority of the community is responsible for the violations, and they bristle at the attention the incidents 
have received from elecied officials and the news media.” 


Nebraska Governor Says Coronavirus Restrictions Will Be Loosened In June If Hospital 
Capacity Remains Widely Available. 


The Omaha (NE) World-Herald (5/18, Hammel, 641K) reports that “if hospital beds and ventilators remain widely 
available for COVID-19 patients, Nebraskans can expect a further loosening of restrictions in June, Gov. Pete 
Ricketis (R) said Monday.” Ricketts “said he’s still assessing whether the loosening of restrictions that began 
May 4 has increased the virus’ spread.” However, “if the state’s intensive care units and ventilators don’t become 
overwhelmed with patients, as happened in New York state, he'll look at adjusting more guidelines, such as the 
ban on public gatherings of more than 10 people.” 


New Jersey Governor Announces Reopening Plan For Economy. 


The Hill (6/78, Bowden, 2.98M) reporis “New Jersey's governor announced a five-stage reopening plan for the 
state’s economy on Monday as state officials debate how to handle the continuing coronavirus outbreak.” Gov. 
Phil Murphy’s (D) plan “indicates that the state is currently in the first phase of the reopening plan but did not give 
any indications as to when or under what parameters the state would reach phase two.” Under the plan, “phase 
one allows...some businesses to resume operation, including construction cornpanies and some retail 
businesses that can provide curbside pickup services.” 


Texas Governor Allows Child Care Facilities To Reopen. 
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The Hill (5/48, Budryk, 2.98M) reports “Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) announced Monday that child care facilities 
will be allowed to reopen immediately, while bars will be allowed to reopen Friday.” 

The Texas Tribune (5/18, Swaby, 23K) reports “advocates and parenis have been clamoring for weeks for 
access to child care to be able to head back to work, especially with school buildings closed statewide through 
the end of the school year.” The piece says “child care centers with posilive cases must report them to the state 
and to their jocal health departmenis.” 


Oregon Supreme Court Halts Judge’s Order To Toss Out Coronavirus Restrictions. 


The AP (5/18, Flaccus, Seisky) reports “the Oregon Supreme Court laie Monday halted a rural judge’s order 
earlier in the day that had tossed out statewide coronavirus restrictions imposed by Democratic Gov. Kate 
Brown.” The piece says “Baker County Circuit Judge Matthew Shirtcliff had ruled that Brown erred by not seeking 
the Legisiature’s approval to extend the stay-at-home orders beyond a 28-day limit.” The ruling by the state 
Supreme Court “stays Shiricliffs decision pending review by all the high court justices.” 

The Hill (5/18, Kruzel, 2.98M) also reports on the story. 


Wisconsin Governor Gives Up On Statewide Coronavirus Restrictions. 


The AP (5/18, Richmond) reporis “Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers (D) said Monday that he’s given up trying to push 
through any more statewide restrictions to slow the spread of the coronavirus because he thinks rival 
Republicans emboldened by a state Supreme Court decision erasing his stay-at-home order would never allow 
any.” The governor “told reporiers during a teleconference that drafting rules would be a waste of time given the 
GOP opposition.” Evers’ “stance leaves local health officials on their own as they wrestle with whether and how 
to maintain social distancing mandates.” 

The Wisconsin State Journal (5/18, Vetterkind, 372K) reports Evers said, “i'm not saying this is an end of 
conversations, but as it relates to the rule-making process, it's not worth our time. ... The Republicans have 
made it very clear that they don’t believe a statewide approach is the right way to go at this point in time and they 
also don’t believe any restrictions are advisable at this time.” 

The Hill (5/18, Coleman, 2.98M) also reports on the story. 


Detroit Officials Aim To Collect Sewage Samples To Track Coronavirus Outbreaks. 


The Detroit Free Press (5/18, Witsil, 1.52M) reports that “if you have the coronavirus, it is passing right through 
you, researchers confirm, and, with every flush, it's going into the sewer.” Therefore, “Detroit public officials now 
hope by collecting sewage samples, they can irack and predict oulbreaks.” On Monday, “officials 
announced...they are re-focusing a two-year-old study with Michigan State University that originally was set up to 
look at whether disease-causing viruses could be detected in the city’s sewer system.” 


Commentary Calls For “Intensive” Review Of Nursing Homes’ Longstanding Problems 
Amid Pandemic. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Post (5/18, 4.57M), Richard Gottfried, a Democratic member of the New 

York state Assembly, writes that “New York now has 5,574 deaths in nursing homes from the novel coronavirus. 
And that doesn’t count nursing-home residents who were moved from a nursing home to a hospital before dying, 
or nursing home staff who have died.” Gottfried says that “for decades, most nursing homes have been seriously 
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understaffed. The state Department of Heaith...doesn’t set minimum staffing levels and has fought to stop efforts 
in the Legislature to require them.” He asserts that “we must have a broader, more intensive professional review 
of the longstanding problems: bad operators, short staffing, inadequate funding and poorly staffed and lax 
enforcement of resident-protection rules.” 


Restaurant Owners Give Trump “Sobering” Account Of Damage Pandemic Dealt Industry. 


The AP (5/18, Superville, Freking} reports “restaurant owners gave President Donald Trump a sobering 
accounting Monday of the widespread damage the coronavirus pandemic has dealt their industry and asked him 
to adjust a loan program for smail businesses to address their concerns.” Trump “put a hopeful spin on the 
situation, saying encouraging news on vaccines and treatment efforts could ‘negate’ the bad news.” Owners of 
restaurants “said they appreciated that the government had acted swifily on assisiance efforts, but cautioned that 
even opening up to more customers would not necessarily mean a return to profits because they'll be serving 
fewer customers.” 


Army General Helping Lead Efforts To Manufacture Coronavirus Vaccine Oversees Large 
Logistics, Supply-Chain Operation. 

Fox News (5/18, Casiano, 27.59M) reporis “the Army general tasked to help lead efforts to create and distribute 
a coronavirus vaccine by next year oversees one of the world’s largesi logistics and supply-chain operations.” 
The piece says “Gen. Gustave Perna will co-lead President Trump’s public-private partnership — dubbed 
‘Operation Warp Speed’ — with Moncef Slaoui, the ex-head of GlaxoSmithKline vaccines division, the White 
House announced late last week.” Perna has been heading “the Army’s Maierial Command at the Redstone 
Arsenai in Hunisville, Ala., comprising over 190,000 service members, civillans and contractors. The installation 
has served as ihe Army’s primary logistics command, outfitting units with much-needed supplies and equipment.” 


Medical Residents’ Training Heavily Impacted By Pandemic. 


NPR (5/18, Stone, 3.12M) reports “the coronavirus is leaving a lasting impression on a generation of young 
doctors.” The pandemic “has become the centerpiece of” medical residents’ training. Many medical residents 
“are pulling jong hours in emergency departments and intensive care units treating patients infected with the 
coronavirus, all while witnessing the health care system under unprecedented stress.” The residents’ “schedules 
are transformed. Family members must keep their distance. And some of the hallmarks of their clinical training 
suddenly feel tenuous.” 


Americans Suffering Life Threatening Emergencies Are Not Calling 911 Amid Pandemic, 
Paramedics Say. 


NBC Nightly News & (5/18, story 6, 1:50, Holt, 7.19M) said “paramedics report Americans suffering heart 


atlacks, appendicitis, and other life threatening emergencies are skipping 911 calls, fearful they'll go directly to 
the hospital, where they will caich the” novel coronavirus. in Fort Worth, “MedStar says there’s been a slaggering 
164 percent increase in the number of cardiac arrest patients pronounced dead on scene.” In the US, “the 
National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians reports a 34 percent drop in 911 calls.” 


Administration Lowering Economic Projections Amid Outbreak. 
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The Washington Post (5/18, 14.2M)} reports that “amid the coronavirus outbreak, the Trump administration has 
revised down its economic projections after initially downplaying the economic impact of the virus.” A video from 
the Washington Post highlights multiple examples of the Administration lowering its projections. 


US Unemployment Likely To Stay “Severely” Elevated Into Next Year, Report Says. 


Bloomberg (5/18, Saraiva, 4.73M) reports that “while uncertainty abounds in economic forecasting, U.S. 
unemployment will likely stay ‘severely’ elevated well into next year, according to a report by two economists at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco.” The piece says “the jobless rate has already climbed to historic 
levels in just wo months following the onset of the coronavirus-induced economic lockdown.” Going back “to low 
unemployment will depend on how quickly and successfully the virus is contained, Nicolas Petrosky-Nadeau and 
Robert Valletta wrote in a letter posited Monday on the bank’s website.” 


Abbott Diagnostics Executive Pushes Back On NYU Study Suggesting Coronavirus Tests 
Are Inaccurate. 


Fox News (5/18, Nelson, 27.59M) reports after the FDA “said last week that it is investigating preliminary data 
suggesting Abbott Laboratories’ coronavirus tests are inaccurate, a company executive addressed the New York 
University study that prompied the probe.” John Hackett, VP of Applied Research and Technology for Abbott 
Diagnostics, said on “America’s Newsroom’ that “nearly 1.5 million of these tests have been performed and there 
are 15 cases that have been reported to Abboit or to the FDA that suggests that the test may have had a false 
negative value. The NYU study is truly an outlier.” He “said that the NYU study is fundamentally different from 
other published observations and the feedback that Abbott labs are receiving from the real world.” 


BioSig Technologies Gets Approval To Start Mid-Stage Study Comparing Its Antiviral To 
Gilead’s Remdesivir. 


Bloomberg Law (5/18, Flanagan, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports BioSig Technologies received “a 
regulatory nod to start a mid-stage study combining its antiviral medicine [merimepodib] with Gilead Sciences 
Inc.’s remdesivir.” The new “study is expected to include three Mayo Clinic sites, and will start soon, according to 
Kenneth Londoner, BioSig’s chief executive and co-founder.” 


Sources: U.S. Will Distance Itself From WHO Move On COVID-19 Drug Patents. 


The Financial Times (5/18, Pilling, Sevastopulo, Subscription Publication, 1.34M) reports the US will publicly 
disassociate itself from a WHO resolution’s lanquage supporting poor countries’ right to ignore patenis on 
COViID-19 vaccines or treatments. 


Opinion: COVID-19 Vaccine Development Should Not Prioritize Speed At The Cost Of Safety 
Data. 


In an opinion in Bloomberg (5/18, 4.73M), columnist Max Nisen writes that “the fast pace at which various 
laboratories are working on vaccines against Covid-19 carries both promise and peril.” Nisen says Moderna 
Therapeutics on Monday “announced the first reporied data from human trials, and they are positive,” which is 
“good news, and it arrived sooner than expected.” However, Nisen adds, “Regulators will need to determine 
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exacily how much safety data is enough, based on input from both research scientists and clinicians,” and “this 
reasoning will need to be guided by the evidence as it comes in, not by any wished-for calendar dale.” 


Editorial: Global Menace Of COVID-19 May Justify So-Called Human Challenge Studies. 


Bloomberg (5/18, 4.73M)} says in an editorial that COVID-19 “will persist as an economy-wrecking, joy- 
destroying, deadly global menace” until a vaccine is developed and “made widely available.” The editorial adds 
that “so-called human-challenge studies” would “enable researchers to observe in a matter of weeks whether the 
vaccine candidate is protective — rather than wait months for subjects in a standard clinical trial to randomly catch 
the disease.” 


CytoDyn Submits Proposal To FDA For Trial Comparing Experimental COVID-19 Drugs 
Leronlimab, Remdesivir. 


Fox News (5/18, Rogers, 27.59M} reports that CytoDyn on Monday “announced that it will be submitting a 
protocol to the FDA for a trial comparing the effectiveness of leronlimab versus Gilead Sciences’ remdesivir and 
in combination with remdesivir for the treatment of COVID-19 patients.” CytoDyn Chief Scientific Officer Jacob 
Lalezari, MD, said the biotech believes “the randomized head-to-head comparison of leronlimab to remdesivir 
and in combination will provide answers to the lingering question regarding effective treatment options for 
patients suffering from COVID-19.” 


Coronavirus Presents Tug-Of-War Between Individuals And Communities, Author Argues. 


In a piece for the AP (5/18), Ted Anthony, director of digital innovation for The Associated Press, writes, “The 
history of the United States and the colonies thai formed it has been a 413-year balancing act across an 
assortment of topics, priorities, passions and ambitions. Now, in the coronavirus era, that tug of war — is it about 
individuals, or the communities to which they belong’?-- is showing liself in fresh, high-stakes ways.” According to 
Anthony, “Though polls show a majority of Americans still support some level of shutdown, the cries to reopen 
have grown in the past few weeks as job losses continue to mount.” Anthony asks, “So is if, as Ayn Rand once 
told an interviewer, that ‘each man must live as an end in himself, and follow his own rational self-interest?’ Or is 
it more like Woody Guthrie, paraphrasing Tom Joadin [in] ‘The Grapes of Wrath’, ‘Everybody might be just one 
big soul — well, it looks that way to me.” Anthony argues, “More likely, in a nation stitched together by a high-wire 
act of political compromise, it's somewhere in between — a new path that Americans must chart so they can 
continue their four-century experiment through unprecedented times. Yet again.” 


COVID-19 Tracking Technology Suffers From Glitches, Accuracy Issues. 


The AP (5/18, O'Brien) reports, “Harnessing today’s technology to the task of fighting the coronavirus pandemic 
is turning oul to be more complicated than it first appeared.” According to the AP, “the first U.S. states that rolled 
out smariphone apps for tracing the contacts of COVID-19 patients are dealing with technical glitches and a 
general lack of interest by their residents.” Now, “a second wave of tech-assisted pandemic surveillance tools is 
on its way, this time with the imprimatur of tech giants Apple and Google.” However, “those face their own 
issues, among them poiential accuracy issues and the fact that they won't share any information with 
governments that could help track the spread of the illness.” 
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Airline Travel Has Changed Due To Pandemic. 


On its front page, the Wall Street Journal (5/18, A1, Sider, Katz, Cherney, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) 
reports airline travel during the pandemic has involved several changes, including ternperature checks of crew 
members, and sometimes passengers, in addition to removal of in-flight magazines al some airlines, and doing 
away with meal service on sore shorter flights. 


As Restaurants Start To Reopen, Owners Must Determine How To Minimize Health Risks, 
Reassure Customers. 


In a piece for the New York Times (5/18, Severson, 18.67M), Kim Severson writes, “In fits and starts around the 
couniry, restauranis are beginning to reopen, guided by a hodgepodge of federal, state and local laws and 
recommendations that seems to shift daily.” According to Severson, “Restaurant owners are left to devise their 
own practices, puzzling out how to minimize the health risk, and reassure some customers without alienating 
others.” Severson says, “Against that backdrop, it’s hard to know what the new face of American hospitality will 
look like. But it will likely be wearing a mask.” 


STAT Highlights Work Of COVID-19 Contact Tracer During Pandemic. 


STAT (5/18, Sataline, 24K) reports on the experience of one contact tracer during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
“charged with notifying people who may have been exposed to the coronavirus, and urging them to stay at home 
for two weeks to halt any chance of spread.” According to STAT, “the task involves a good deal of detective 
work, profound humility, and tact.” Additionally, “it also involves cold-calling people who may be irritated to hear 
from you.” According to infectious disease experts, “tracing is crucial for keeping the virus in check as states 
reopen their economies and ease resirictions,” but “with local public health agencies long underfunded and 
understaffed, many are...recrulling students or other volunteers to perform the time-consuming work.” 


As Disney Springs Reopens, Company Warns Of COVID-19 Risks. 


The AP (5/18, Schneider) reporis, “As Walt Disney World prepares to allow some third-party shops and 
restaurants to open at its enieriainment complex later this week, i's posting a warming.” Although “enhanced 
safety measures are being taken at Disney Springs, ‘an inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists in any 
public place where peaple are present,’ the company said Monday on a website for the entertainment complex.” 
The warning also said, “COVID-19 is an extremely contagious disease that can lead to severe illness and death. 
According io the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, senior citizens and guests with underlying medical 
conditions are especially vulnerable. ... By visiting Disney Springs you voluntarily assume all risks related io 
exposure to COVID-19.” 


US Employers Focusing On Social Distancing, Clean Workspaces, Rather Than 
Coronavirus Antibody Testing, Survey Indicates. 


Forbes (5/18, Japsen, 9.71M) reports, “U.S. employers are more focused on social distancing, clean workspaces 
and allowing workers to work from home than serology screening for antibodies to the Coronavirus strain Covid- 
19, big purchasers of healthcare say.” A recent “survey from the National Alliance of Healthcare Purchaser 
Coalitions, which represents some of the biggest employer buyers of healthcare in the U.S., says nearly all 
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employers have a task force ready io implement a ‘multi-disciplinary’ approach to getting back to work.” 
However, “antibody testing isn’t at the top of the employer strategic checklist.” 


Scientists Say Directly Comparing Mortality Data For COVID-19, Flu Provides Inaccurate 
Info, Threatens Public Health. 


Newsweek (5/18, Gander, 1.53M) reports, “COVID-19 kills 20 times more people per week on average than the 
flu at its peak, say scientists who stress public figures who argue itis ‘just another flu’ are approaching the 
available data incorrectly.” In an article published in JAMA Internal Medicine, the authors “explained why itis 
misleading to compare the COVID-19 death toll in the U.S. so far with the seasonal death toll of flu,” arguing that, 
instead, “weekly figures are a better point of comparison.” For instance, the authors cited CDC data, which they 
say represents “the estimated number of seasonal influenza deaths reported annually,” which is “almost six limes 
higher than the reported figures.” The scientists said, “Directly comparing data for 2 different diseases when 
mortally statistics are obtained by different methods provides inaccurate information. Moreover, the repeated 
failure of government officials and others in society to consider these statistical distinctions threatens public 
heaith.” 


Physicians, Journalists, Politicians Issue Warnings After Trump Announces Use Of 
Hydroxychloroquine. 


USA Today (3/18, Behrmann, 10.31M) reports that after President Trump “announced...he is taking 
hydroxychioroquine, a drug unproven against the coronavirus,” many physicians, “journalists and politicians 
issued stern warnings.” USA Today adds, “Fox News anchor Neil Cavuto warned of taking hydroxychloroquine, 
saying tt could kill people who are in certain health risk populations.” Emergency health physician Dr. Leana Wen 
“tweeted that ‘There is NO evidence for hydrochloroquine being effective in treatment of #covid19 or prophylaxis 
to prevent the disease.” Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI} and Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH) issued similar posts. 


Column: Trump’s Explanation For Taking Hydroxychloroquine Reveals His Failure To 
Understand Science. 


Intelligencer (NY) (5/48, 1.1M) columnist Jonathan Chait writes President Trump’s “explanation for his curious 
decision io take an ineffective treatment that has dangerous side effects once again revealed his complete failure 
to understand the scientific method.” Chait concludes, “Trump’s bizarre commitment to this one treatment, to the 
paint of urging his fans to take it even before they contract the coronavirus, does tell us something about how his 
mind works” in that “he is not just looking for a miracle drug to end the pandemic and allow a quick economic 
recovery. He is a consumer of his own propaganda.” 


Trump Calls Los Angeles County’s Plan To Extend Stay-At-Home Order A “Death Wish.” 


Bloomberg (5/18, Sink, Fabian, 4.73M) reporis President Trump “called plans by Los Angeles County’s leaders 
fo extend their stay-at-home order into the summer a ‘death wish.” The President “remarked to restaurateur 
Thomas Keller during a meeting on Monday at the White House that he had heard Los Angeles planned to stay 
closed until August.” 
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The Daily Caller (5/18, Jerkovich, 716K) reporis Trump said, “Thai's a death wish. ... Because you know 
there’s death on both sides.” Trump’s comments follow “reports last week by the Los Angeles Times, that L.A. 
county officials were looking ai likely extending the stay-at-home orders for another three months.” 


Trump Assures Restaurant Owners Coronavirus Therapies And Tax Cut Will Restore 
Business. 


Bloomberg (5/18, Sink, Fabian, 4.73M) reporis President Trump “assured restaurant owners that therapies and a 
vaccine for the coronavirus and a tax cul would restore their businesses, after they asked him to extend a smail- 
business lending program.” Several restaurateurs contended that the Paycheck Protection Program should be 
extended to help business. Trump “asked Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to investigate making the 
change,” and he noted “an announcement by Moderna Inc. earlier Monday that its experimental vaccine was 
shown to be safe and to create antibodies in 25 human test subjects.” Moreover, the President “mentioned that 
he has proposed restoring tax deductions for corporate spending ai restaurants.” 


Pompeo Criticizes WHO’s Coronavirus Response As An “Abject Failure.” 


National Review (5/18, Hoonhout, 731K) reports Secretary of State Pompeo “singled out the World Health 
Organization (WHO) for being unable to halt the coronavirus global pandemic, saying ‘it had one job, to protect 
the world from a pandemic, and it didn’t get it done.” Pompeo “called the WHO's response an ‘abject failure’ and 
said the virus ‘makes clear that international organizations aren't necessarily good just because they're a 
multilateral organization.” Moreover, Pompeo “pointed to how the Chinese Communist Party had coerced the 
WHO ‘to be quiet about the scope and nature of this pandemic.” 


Media Reports Suggest Trump May Extend Temporary Freeze On WHO Funding. 


HuffPost (5/18, Visser, 1.67M) reports President Trump “may extend a temporary freeze on payments to the 
World Health Organization amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, according to several media reports.” 
HuffPost adds, “Axios first reported Sunday the president was ‘leaning’ toward keeping the freeze in place and 
The Wall Street Journal noted Trump had grown skeptical of an internal plan to restore limited funding to the 
agency.” These “reporis come just a day after Trump said the White House was considering restoring about 10% 
of U.S. funding to the health agency after he abruptly ended the couniry’s contributions last month.” 


State Polls Show Key Battleground State Voters Disapprove Of Trump’s Coronavirus 
Response. 


Newsweek (5/18, Walker, 1.53M) reports President Trump's “handling of the coronavirus pandemic has not gone 
down well in six key election batilegrounds, according to swing state polls.” Newsweek adds, “Recent survey 
data from Arizona, Florida, Michigan, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin shows that majorities of 
voters in the states disapprove of the president's response to the COVID-19 pandemic.” State polls from these 
“key battlegrounds have also consistently found former Vice President Joe Biden fo be ahead of... Trump as 
many local voters said the coronavirus pandemic was the most important problem facing their communities.” 


Officials In Two States Say Mislabeled Coronavirus Supplies From Federal Government 
Delayed Distribution. 


GADB0000003536 


The Hill (5/48, Bowden, 2.98M) reports, “Officials in iwo states have complained that they received mislabeled 
and incorrectly-packaged shipments of medical supplies from the federal government that have delayed the 
distribution of badiy-needed equipment amid the coronavirus outbreak.” The Hill adds, “The Seattle Times 
reported that officials in Washingion state received thousands of sterilized polyester spun swabs used for 
coronavirus specimen collection in boxes improperly marked as ‘Comforts for Baby: Cotton Swabs,’ a mistake 
that initially led authorities to believe they had received the wrong product from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).” Chicago PBS station WTTW “reported that llinois officials received the same 
misprinted boxes.” After additional “Inspection, it was revealed thai the boxes did contain the correct swabs, 
which were packed together instead of individually,” but “state officials now must test the swabs to ensure they 
are sterile; typically, testing swabs approved for COVID-19 tests are packaged individually to prevent exposure.” 


Opinion: Administration’s Ventilator, PPE Supply Efforts Receive Skeptical, Hostile Media 
Coverage. 


National Review (5/18, 731K} Editor Rich Lowry writes, “There is a new cardinal rule in journalism — never write 
anything favorable about the Trump administration’s coronavirus response, even about its successes.” Lowry 
says this is “why the story of how the administration handled the potential ventilator crisis has gone almost 
entirely untold, and why its effort to secure supplies of personal protective equipment, or PPE, has been gotten 
largely skeptical or hostile coverage.” Lowry concludes, “How the administration worked through this and got to a 
better place would seem an interesting story, if the press weren't too vehemently oppased fo Trump to even 
consider occasionally giving some credit where it’s due.” 


Rhode Island Now Allows Outdoor Dining. 


The AP (5/18) reports, “Rhode Island’s restaurants are” now “allowed to offer some outdoor dining...but same 
eateries are taking a wait-and-see approach.” Under Governor Gina Raimondo’s “plan to restart the economy 
during the coronavirus pandemic, restaurant capacity is limited to no more than 20 seated tables at any given 
time; parties are limited to a maximum of five people; tables must be at least eight feet apart; and reservations 
are required.” However, “restaurants can also continue to offer takeout, delivery and drive-thru service.” 


Arkansas Bars Plan To Reopen Over The Next Week. 


The AP (5/18) reports, “Arkansas is allowing bars to reopen over the next week with new coronavirus safety 
measures, Gov. Asa Hutchinson said Monday, as the state’s three casinos resumed operation.” The Governor 
“announced that bar areas within restaurants will be allowed to reopen Tuesday, while freestanding bars can 
reopen May 26.” Officials “did not detail ihe new safety rules for bars, but said they would be similar to those in 
place for restaurants that were allowed to resume business last week.” 


New York Governor Encourages Sports Teams To Plan To Reopen Without Fans. 


The Hill (5/78, Weixel, 2.98M) reports, “New York is encouraging major sporis teams to plan to reopen without 
fans, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) announced Monday.” The Governor “said the state will help any team that decides 
to move forward.” Cuomo said, “if they can economically have games with no fans... they can make the 
numbers work, | say great. The state will work with you.” Cuomo added, “Hockey, basketball, baseball, football, 
whoever can reopen, we're a ready, willing and able partner.” 
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California Health Officials Remain Hopeful That Residents Will Follow Social Distancing As 
State Begins To Reopen. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/18, Wigglesworth, Goffard, Rust, Lin, Dolan, 4.64M) reports, “More of California was 
reopening Monday as coronavirus restrictions continued fo be eased in the state, with hopes the changes will 
help the economy without causing a rise in new cases.” A minimum of “at least three Bay Area counties - San 
Francisco, San Mateo and Marin — plan to incrementally ease their social-distancing restrictions.” The counties 
“Soin many other counties across California — including Los Angeles — that are allowing curbside service al some 
relailers.” 


More Than 130,000 Autoworkers Return To Factories Across The US. 


The AP (5/18, Long) reports, “More than 130,000 autoworkers returned to factories across the U.S. for the first 
time in nearly two months Monday in one of the biggest steps yet to restart American industry, while an 
experimental vaccine against the coronavirus yielded encouraging results in a small and extremely early test.” 
Some “stocks rallied on the vaccine news and signs that the worst of the crisis has passed in many countries,” 
and “the Dow Jones Industrial Average soared about 900 points, or nearly 4%.” In Detroit, Fiat Chrysler, General 
Motors and Ford, “as well as Honda and Toyota all had screening procedures in place at the dozens of factories 
that reopened from the Great Lakes states south to Tennessee and Texas and out west at Tesla’s factory near 
the San Francisco Bay.” 


ABC World News Tonig 


= 5 


(5/18, story 4, 2:20, Pilgrim, 8.52M) also reported on the story. 


Texas Sees Surge In Coronavirus Cases In Northern Panhandle As State Proceeds With 
Reopening Plans. 


NPR (5/18, Horn, 3.12M) reports that “Texas is moving forward with further reopening plans...even as confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus have surged in the state’s northern panhandle over the past few days.” For instance, 
“Amarillo alone reported more than 700 new cases on Saturday,” with total confirmed cases in the Amarillo area 
“now over 2,700.” Furthermore, “Moore County...has the highest per capita number of cases in the stale,” as 
“ane in every 39 people there have tesied positive for the coronavirus.” 


The CBS Evening News = (8/18, story 3, 2:55, Shamlian, 5.14M)} aiso reported on the story. 


Washington State’s Mask Order Of $227.5 Million Experiences Delays As Chinese Producer 
Misses Regulatory Approval. 


The Seattle Times (5/18, Gilbert, Reicher, 935K) reports, “As Washington state officials raced to buy protective 
gear for combating COVID-19, they bet big on a Chinese automotive conglomerate that has built what it calls the 
world’s largest face-mask factory.” The state “has ordered $227.5 million worth of supplies — mostly masks — 
from a subsidiary of China’s BYD Co., accounting for more than half the value of all the state’s orders for COVID- 
19 supplies.” Of the orders, “three-quarters are weeks behind schedule, while more than a million masks it has 
delivered are idling in a state warehouse awaiting federal regulatory approval, according to records reviewed by 
The Seattle Times.” The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) “denied initial approval 
for BYD’s N&5s, placing the state’s order in limbo.” 
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California Tribal Casino Reopens With Restrictions. 


The AP (5/18, Spagat) reports, “One of California’s largest tribal casinos reopened Monday to a large crowd as 
customers had their temperatures taken al the door and were ordered to wear facial coverings.” The tribal 
casino, Vielas Casino & Resort, “was the first of three popular casinos in the San Diego area to open this week.” 
The AP says that “at least one public health official acknowledged tribes are sovereign authorities and not 
subject to state and local restrictions on operating amid the coronavirus outbreak.” 


Mississippi Governor’s “Safer At Home” Order Enters Final Week. 


The AP (5/18, Pettus) reports, “Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves’ ‘safer at home’ order to slow the spread of the 
new coronavirus is entering its final week.” A few “restaurants and other businesses have been easing into 
reopening with sanitation and social distancing restrictions in place.” Also, “tattoo parlors were allowed to reopen 
during the weekend, and casinos are preparing to start reopening Thursday.” 


Massachusetts State Lawmaker Was Reportedly Threatened After Seeking Extended 
Lockdown. 


The Hill (5/78, Budryk, 2.98M) reports, “Police are investigating a threat sent to a Massachusetts lawmaker after 
he called on Gav. Charlie Baker (R)} to extend the state’s coronavirus-relaied lockdown measures.” The 
lawmaker, “Rep. Mike Connolly (D), who represents the Cambridge and Somerville areas, said a Facebook user 
suggested someone would approach him with a gun in response to his call for an extension.” He told the Boston 
Globe, “Il was taken aback,” and added, “It gave me the chills to be honest.” 


California Governor Relaxes Rules For Some Areas Of The State Seeking To Reopen Non- 
Essential Businesses. 


The Hill (6/18, Bowden, 2.98M) reports, “California Gov. Gavin Newsorm (D) on Monday loosened restrictions for 
areas of the state seeking to reopen non-essential businesses amid the coronavirus pandemic.” The “updated 
orders detailed on the governor’s website indicated that counties will no longer be blocked from entering phase 
two of the state’s reopening plan if they have seen a fatality from a coronavirus case in the past two weeks.” 
However, “in order to move into phase two, counties in California must now show [s}table hospitalizations of 
COVID individuals on a 7-day average of daily percent change of less than 5% OR no more than 20 COVID 
hospitalizations on any single day in the past 14 days,’ according to the website.” 

The Los Angeles Times (5/18, Myers, Luna, Willon, 4.64M) and the AP (3/18, Ronayne, Taxin) aiso report. 


California Governor Says First Responders Will Be The “First Ones Laid Off” Without More 
Federal COVID-19 Aid. 


The Washington Times (5/18, Ernst, 492K) reporis, “California Gov. Gavin Newsom says first responders will be 
the ‘first ones laid’ off unless federal bucks arrive in the Golden State in the near future.” The Governor 
“appeared to be playing a political game of chicken with Republicans in Congress over the weekend during a 
discussion about the coronavirus pandemic with CNN’s Jake Tapper.” Newsom said, “| hope they'll consider this: 
the next time they want to salute and celebrate our heroes, our first responders, our police officers and 
firefighters, consider the fact that they are the first ones who will be laid off by cities and counties.” 
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According To A Gallup Poll, Americans Are Reporting More Happiness As States Begin 
Reopening Process. 


The Hill (5/78, Klar, 2.98M) reports, “Americans are reporting more happiness as states begin to reopen amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, according to a Gallup poll released Monday.” Based on the poll, “seventy-two percent of 
surveyed Americans reported feeling happiness ‘during a lot of the day yesterday,” which is “a 5 point increase 
from the 67 percent who said the same in a poll conducted one month prior.” The poll “also found that fewer 
Americans report they are feeling worried.” 


Stay-At-Home Orders Likely Reduced Deaths From COVID-19 By Nearly 250,000, Report 
Says. 


The Hill (5/18, Wilson, 2.98M) reports, “A new analysis says nearly 250,000 people in the nation’s 30 largest 
cities are alive today because of strict stay-at-home orders issued by local and state governrnenis.” The analysis, 
“from the Urban Health Collaborative at the Dornsife School of Public Health at Drexel University, found the stay- 
at-home orders likely reduced the number of coronavirus deaths by 232,878, and prevented 2.1 million people 
from requiring hospitalization.” The report “calculated the number of deaths caused by the coronavirus versus a 
model compiled by mathematicians Gabriel Goh and Steven De Keninck that showed what might have happened 
had Americans not taken the drastic social distancing steps that governors and local elected officials have 
ordered and encouraged over the last few months.” 


Americans Begin To Emerge From Lockdowns As Financial Markets Rise On Promising 
Early Results In The US’ First Human COVID-19 Vaccine Trial. 


Reuters (5/18, Caspani, Singh} reports, “The phased reopening of U.S. business and social life gained traction 
on Monday with more Americans emerging from coronavirus lockdowns and financial markets rising on 
promising early results from the first U.S. vaccine trial in humans.” One vaccine for COVID-19 “under 
development by biotech firm Moderna Inc, based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, produced protective antibodies 
ina small group of healthy volunteers for a safety trial launched in March, the company said.” The results, 
“offering a glimmer of hope that the vaccine may ultimately prove effective, sent company shares 22% higher on 
Monday and helped lift the overall stock market about 3% to a 10-week high.” 

Fox Business (5/18, Genovese, 1.73M) also reports on the story. 


Wisconsin Health Officials Worry About The Spread Of Coronavirus As Tourism Picks Up 
For Memorial Day Weekend. 


The AP (5/18) reports, “Wisconsin health officials are concerned about how tourism during the upcoming 
Memorial Day weekend might facilitate the spread of the coronavirus in rural parts of the state after the state’s 
Supreme Court halted Gov. Tony Evers’ stay-at-home order last week.” Former Medical Director for the city of 
Milwaukee’s Health Department, Dr. Geoffrey Swain, “said people aren't following safe physical distancing 
practices as bars and restaurants reopened in many rural areas.” Swain warned Wisconsin Public Radio on 
Monday, “’m very, very worried about rural Wisconsin.” 
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Although Need For Healthcare Has Increased During Pandemic, Healthcare Sector Faces 
“Devastating Financial Blow.” 


The AP (5/18, Murphy) reports, “The global coronavirus pandemic has created a huge need for health care in the 
U.S., bul it also is delivering a devastating financial blow to that sector.” According to the AP, “health care 
provided the biggest drag on the U.S. economy in the first quarter,” and “spending on care fell at an annual rate 
of 18%, the largest drop for that sector among records going back to 1959.” Oftentimes, “hospitals that 
lose...profitable surgeries are gaining COVID-19 patients — and losing money on them,” as “those patienis may 
require hospitals to expand intensive care uniis, spend more on infection control and stock up on gowns and 
masks, among other items.” 


Michigan Governor To Allow Some Retail Businesses In Northern Michigan To Reopen 
Friday. 

The Detroit Free Press (5/18, Spangier, 1.52M) reporis, “Retail businesses in northern parts of Michigan, 
including bars and restaurants, will be able to reopen Friday as coronavirus-related cases and deaths continue to 
fall rapidly across the state, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said Monday.” The Governor “issued an executive order 
Monday allowing nonessential and non-exempt businesses and offices in the Upper Peninsula and 17 counties 
in the northern Lower Peninsula, including those around Traverse City, fo reopen as long as they follow 
guidelines intended to slow the virus’ spread.” The decision “marks the first time in two months since Whitmer 
first put her stay-ai-home order in place that those businesses will be able io admit the public and it comes just 
ahead of the Memorial Day weekend.” 

The Hill (5/18, Budryk, 2.98M) reports that Whitmer said that “small social gatherings of 10 or fewer people 
will also be allowed” in the areas. However, “she added local officials would be allowed to issue their own 
restrictions, such as only allowing outdoor seating.” 

Newsweek (5/18, Roos, 1.53M} also reports. 


Opinion: The US Healthcare System’s Financial Well-Being Curve Is “Uniformly Downward.” 


Dr. Stephen Thomas, Chief of Infectious Diseases at SUNY Upstate Medical University, writes in Forbes (5/18, 
9.71M)} that “while the curves representing Covid-19 cases and deaths in the U.S. rise and decline state by staie, 


the curve representing health care’s financial well-being is uniformly downward.” In addition, “low billing activity, 
reduced insurer payouts, the high costs of pandemic response, and an underfunded stimulus to hospitals and 
health care systems will accelerate our shoriage of doctors and the closing of hospitals and practices.” Added 
together, “all of these factors will reduce access to medical care for some of our mosi vulnerable populations, 
meaning the pandemic will continue to kill long after we flatten the curve, reopen society, and surgical masks are 
no longer in fashion.” 


COVID-19 Recession Likely To Cost The Jobs Of 22% Of Middle Income Workers Age 50 To 
60, Only 15% For Higher Income Peers, Report Says. 

Contributor Ted Knutson writes in Forbes (5/18, 9.71M) that “the COVID-19 recession is likely to cost the jobs of 
22 percent of middle income workers age 50 to 60 making between $48,000 to $137,730 and the jobs of 15 
percent of their peers earning above thai, according to a report.” The pandemic-led “recession will force an 


GADB0000003536 


additional 1.1 million of these middie income job holders and 360,000 higher income...workers into a 
substandard siandard of living when they retire, says the study by the New School of Social Research's 
Retirement Equity Lab (ReLab).” In order to “increase the well-being of older workers when they retire, ReLab is 
calling for Congress to increase and expand unemployment benefits for them, expand Social Security, 
discourage early retirement account withdrawals,” and “create a public option retirement plan in the form of 
Guaranteed Retirement Accounts [GRAsj.” The “GRAs, the report explains, would be universal, individual 
accounts funded by employer and employee contributions throughout a worker's career along with a refundable 
tax credit.” 


Virginia Governor Allows Virginia Beach To Reopen Its Beaches Beginning Friday. 


The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (5/18, Leonor, 277K) reports, “Gov. Ralph Northam announced Monday that 
he will allow the city of Virginia Beach to reopen its beaches starting Friday, with some restrictions, as the 
Memorial Day holiday nears.” While “announcing the reopening of some of the staie’s beaches, Northam said he 
was satisfied with a plan Virginia Beach developed in conjunction with the state to reopen their beaches ‘while 
maintaining safety, and social and physical distancing.” Virginia health officials also said Monday thal “they have 
identified one case of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in the state, a potentially deadly illness found in 
children and teens weeks after a COVID-19 infection.” 


Massachusetts Governor Outlines Phases Of Reopening Plan. 


The AP (5/18, LeBlanc} reports, “Gov. Charlie Baker on Monday outlined a phased-in approach to gradually 
restart the Massachusetts economy, which was largely shuttered nearly two months ago as the state ramped up 
its fight against the coronavirus which has claimed nearly 5,800 lives in the state.” In the state’s first phase 
starting Monday, “manufacturing and construction can reopen provided they follow standards meani to curb the 
spread of the virus,” and “houses of worship can resume services if they follow social distancing.” In addition, “on 
May 25, lab and office spaces can reopen as well as hair salons, pet grooming and car wash locations,” and “on 
June 1, office space can reopen in Boston.” 


New Hampshire Restaurants Now Allowed To Reopen Outdoor Dining. 


The AP (5/18) reports, “New Hampshire restauranis were allowed to begin serving customers for outdoor dining 
on Monday.” The state’s “restaurants, which previously had been restricted to take-out and delivery, can now 
serve diners outside, with tables six feet apart.” Employees “who work directly with customers must wear masks, 
and customers are asked to wear them as well as they enter and exit the property, and ff they go inside to use 
restrooms.” 


Many US States’ Reopening Plans Include Varying COVID-19 Target Metrics As Goals. 


Reuters (5/18, Brice) reporis, “Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser has set some distinct goais the federal 
district needs fo meet in order for her to feel comfortable ending a stay-at-home order, she told reporters last 
week.” The Mayor could lift the order before it expires on June 8, “if the US. capital, which reported more than 
7,200 cases and around 400 deaths by Monday, hiis certain metrics, including a declining number of cases over 
14 days and sustained iow iransmission rates.” Reuters notes that Maryland, Virginia and others have set 
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different criteria to decide how fo reopen. Some examples include hospitalization rates and “the number of cases 
in hospitals’ intensive-care units.” 
The Washington Post (5/18, Cox, Nirappil, Vozzeilla, 14.2M)} also reporis. 


Pharmacists Who Serve As “Floaters” Warn That Working Between Locations May Bring 
Coronavirus Risk To Colleagues, Others. 


ProPublica (5/18, Kofman, 60K) reports that one “floater” pharmacist, who requested to remain anonymous, says 
that he’s concerned about pharmacists who work between various locations as it may lead to the spread of the 
coronavirus. ProPublica says that “as the pandemic rages on,” the floater “wonders if he’s made a terrible 
mistake.” When the floater “shows up ai a store, he said, he’s not told whether any employees have shown 
symptoms or tested positive, so he doesn’t know if he’s at risk.” The floater noted “two occasions” that “he only 
heard from colleagues after he started his shift that they had just been working alongside someone who was self- 
isolating with COVID-19 sympiorns,” and “because his temporary co-workers had not shown symptoms, they 
were not advised to quarantine.” In fact, “fifteen employees at CVS and Walgreens, the country’s two largest 
retail pharmacy chains, told ProPublica that floaters are not given information about whether any employee has 
gotten sick with the coronavirus at a store when they show up to work there.” 


Indiana To Use $1 Million In Federal Funding To Distribute Opioid Reversal Drug. 


The AP (5/18) reports Indiana intends to “use nearly $1 million in federal funds to pay for the distribution of the 
opioid reversal drug naloxone to reach Hoosiers who are ai risk of overdose, officials said Monday.” The AP 
says, “Overdose Lifeline Inc., an Indiana nonprofit dedicated to helping individuals, families and communities 
affected by substance use, will distribute 25,000 doses of naloxone, or Narcan, to first responders, families, 
friends and others who are likely to be the first on the scene if someone overdoses, the office of Gov. Eric 
Holcomb and the Family and Social Service Adminisiration announced.” The funding was provided by HHS’ 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. 


CDC Report: US Childhood Vaccinations Dropping Amid Pandemic. 


CNN (5/478, Azad, 83.16M) reports that “the number of chiidhood vaccines administered in Michigan has dropped 
by as much as 22% amid the coronavirus pandemic, according to a report released Monday by the US Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.” CNN says “the report uses Michigan as a case study, but that doesn't 
necessarily suggest the state is worse off than others when it comes to vaccines.” 

The New York Times (5/18, Waildstein, 18.61M) reports, “Now that some states are easing resirictions and 
allowing people to move about in their communities, there is a fear of outbreaks for diseases like influenza and 
especially measles.” 

Reuters (5/18, Chander} reports that “data from Michigan’s state Immunization information system showed 
that just under half of 5-month-old infants were up to date for all recommended vaccines this month, compared to 
approximately two thirds of infants in May of the previous four years, the CDC researchers said in their report.” 
The CDC scientists wrote, “The observed declines in vaccination coverage might leave young children and 
communities vulnerable to vaccine-preventable diseases such as measles. If measles vaccination coverage of 
90%-95%...is not achieved, measles outbreaks can occur.” 
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Women Who Consume Sugary Drinks Daily Have A Higher Risk Of Cardiovascular Disease, 
Study Indicates. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Searing, 14.2M)} reports, “The chances of developing cardiovascular disease are 19 
percent greater for women who consume one or more sugary drinks a day than for those who rarely or never 
consume these drinks, according to new research published in the Journal of the American Heart Association.” 
The authors focused on “sweetened fruit drinks, sports and energy drinks, regular soft drinks (not diet sodas), 
sweetened bottled waters and teas as well as coffee with added sugar. An eight-ounce drink was considered a 
daily serving.” Their analysis of “20 years of data on 106,178 women’ revealed that “the risk was 42 perceni 
greater for those who drank one or more sugar-added fruit drinks daily and 23 percent greater for daily soda 
drinkers than it was for those who steered clear of sugary drinks.” 


New York’s Ban On Flavored E-Cigarettes, Tobacco Sales In Pharmacies Takes Effect. 


The Syracuse (NY) Post-Standard (5/18, Herbert, 537K) reports that New York State’s ban on flavored e- 
cigarettes took effect on Monday. The sale of all tobacco products in pharmacies is now also prohibited. This 
makes New York “the fourth state to restrict flavored e-cigarettes and other vaping products, except for tobacco 
flavors...over concerns about popularity among teenagers and breathing illnesses linked to vaping. According to 
data from the state health depariment last year, use among high schoo! students increased from 10.5% in 2014 
to 27.4% in 2018.” 


GSK’s Long-Acting Injection Of Cabotegravir More Effective In HIV Prevention Than 
Gilead’s Emtricitabine, Data Indicate. 


Reuters (5/18, Burger} reports GSK “said an injection every other month of its cabotegravir drug was shown to 
avert an HIV infection more effectively than Gilead’s daily Truvada femtricitabine] pill, potentially giving its ViiV 
unit a foothold in HIV prevention.” The trial was halted “early by an independent monitoring board after 
cabotegravir was found to be 69% more effective than the current standard of care, Truvada, the British 
drugmaker said on Monday.” 

FiercePharma (5/18, Liu) also reporis. 


Opinion: J&J Should Make TB Drug Bedaquiline Affordable For Everyone Who Needs It. 


in an opinion in STAT (5/18, Cuttler, Magee, Vandenberg, 24K), Sasha Cuttler, Mary Magee, and Guy 
Vandenberg write that “Johnson & Johnson owns bedaquiline (Sirturo}, one of the first new drugs to have been 
approved for treating of TB in decades.” They say that bedaquiline is “a game-changer’ for “people with 
multidrug-resistant and extensively drug-resistant TB,” but it “hasn’t reached most of the people who need it, 
mainly because ofits high price.” They add that because “bedaquiline was developed with considerable support 
from taxpayers, nonprofit organizations, and philanthropies,” they “are joining other activists in calling for 
Johnson & Johnson to make its drug affordable for everyone who needs it.” 


Judge Grants Preliminary Approval To $51 Million Settlement Between Allergan, 
Wholesalers Over Claims Of Cyclosporine Generic Delay. 
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Bloomberg Law (5/18, Leonard, Subscription Publication, 4K} reports Brooklyn Federal Judge Nina Gershon 
granted preliminary approval to a $51 million deal resolving a proposed class action lawsuit against Allergan filed 
by “wholesalers claiming it conspired fo delay generic competition for the dry-eye drug Restasis” (cyclosporine), 


Global Health News 


WS Journal: China’s Draconian Lockdowns Were Not Enough To Stop Second Wave Of 
Coronavirus Infections. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Subscription Publication, 7.57M} editorializes that even the draconian lockdowns 
imposed in China were not tolally effective because parts of the country are seeing a second wave of 
coronavirus infections. 


European Regulators May Fast-Track Gilead’s Remdesivir For COVID-19. 


Reuters (5/18, Guarascio} reports that Guido Rasi, the head of the European Medicines Agency, said Monday 
that the bloc may give initial approval soon for sales of remdesivir as a COVID-19 treatment. The agency, 
Reuters continues, “has already recommended the compassionaie use of remdesivir,” matching “an emergency 
authorisation granted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) earlier in May, after Gilead provided data 
showing the drug had helped COVID-19 patients.” Rasi, meanwhile, also “said other possible treatments against 
COVID-19 that may be available quickly are those based on monoclonal antibodies, which can ‘neutralise’ the 
new coronavirus that causes COVID-19.” 

Pink Sheet (5/18, Brizmohum, Subscription Publication) provides similar coverage. 


Ukraine’s Health System Lacks Key Equipment, Resources To Handle COVID-19 Outbreak. 


The AP (5/18) reports that the “deplorable conditions” in Ukraine's hospitals reflect the meltdown of its “health 
care system, which has been quickly overwhelmed by the coronavirus pandemic even with the country’s 
relatively low number of cases.” Ukraine “President Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s year-old administration inherited an 
underfunded health care system that was further crippled by a reform launched by his predecessor that 
drastically cut state subsidies,” which “has left Ukraine’s hospitals without vital equipment.” The COVID-19 
pandemic has led Ukraine’s government to offer “a subsidy to medical workers dealing with the outbreak that 
quadruples their monthly wage.” 


Belgium Begins Easing Coronavirus Restrictions. 


The AP (5/18) reports “Beigium is taking the next step in iis relaxation of the coronavirus lockdown on Monday 
and is also ielling peaple: get up!” Under the plan, “schools are opening up to more students, markets are setting 
up again and museums are the reopening their doors. And the snip of a barber's scissors fills the air again.” 


European Airlines Planning For Return To Operations This Summer. 


The AP (5/18) reports “European airlines are planning for a return to the skies this summer after being grounded 
almost completely for weeks over the coronavirus pandemic.” The airlines’ “outlook, however, remains uncertain, 
with companies forecasting a slow recovery even next year due to public health restrictions and concerns.” 
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Notably, “Finland’s national airline, a major carrier between Europe and China, said Monday it will add more 
flights and routes beginning in July if governments ease their lockdowns enough for travel to resume.” 


Iraq To Impose Full Lockdown In Some Parts Of Baghdad. 


The AP (5/18) reports “lraq will impose a complete lockdown on some areas of the capiial, the country’s new 
health minister said on Monday, amid an uptick in coronavirus cases in recent weeks since curfew hours were 
relaxed.” 


Comprehensive Antibody Study To Help Guide Spain’s Regional COVID-19 Response. 


Reuters (5/18, Allen) reports “a comprehensive study of coronavirus antibodies present in the Spanish population 
will help the government decide which regions need mosi assistance, and pave the way for future research, 
Science Minister Pedro Duque toid Reuters in an interview.” Initial “results from the study of 60,000 people 
across the country suggested roughly 5% of the population had been affected by the virus, far less than required 
to build up herd immunity to inhibit the virus’s free circulation within the population.” 


Italy Sees Lowest Daily Increase In COVID-19 Deaths, Cases Since Early March. 


Reuters (5/18) reports “deaths from the COVID-19 epidemic in Haly climbed by 99 on Monday, against 145 the 
day before, the Civil Protection Agency said, registering the first tally of below 100 since March 9.” Also, “new 


cases increased by just 451 against 675 on Sunday, the lowest daily figure since March 2.” 


UK May See Resurgence Of Coronavirus In Autumn And Winter, Health Official Says. 
Reuters (5/18) reports England’s Deputy Chief Medical Officer Jonathan Van-Tam said, in the article’s words, 


that “conditions in autumn and winter may provide an environment in which the spread of the coronavirus picks 
up again.” He warned “the country may have to live with the virus in the long-term.” 


Spain Reports Lowest Daily Increase In COVID-19 Death Toll In Two Months. 


Reuters (5/18) reports “Spain’s overnight death toll from the coronavirus was 59 on Monday, the lowest figure in 
two months, the government said.” 


Iran Calls For Global Solidarity Against Coronavirus, Calls US Sanctions “Inhumane.” 


Reuters (5/18) reports “tran called on Monday for global solidarity against the pandemic, but said that unilateral 

sanctions are ‘inhumane’ and causing ‘unnecessary suffering and pair’ for its population.” Saeed Namaki, lran’s 
health minister, explained in an address to the World Health Organization’s annual assembly being held virtually, 
“The US must be held to account for its intensifying unilateral sanctions against iran and other affected nations.” 


Merkel Says Pandemic Can Be Overcome More Quickly Through Solidarity. 


Reuters (5/18) reports “German Chancellor Angela Merkel said the coronavirus pandemic would be overcome 


more quickly if the world works together to tackle it, adding that it was necessary to look at whether the World 
Health Organization’s processes could be improved.” She explained in a video message to the World Health 
Organization’s annual assembly being held virtually, “The World Health Organization is the legitimate, global 
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institution where all the threads come together. Because that is the case we have to keep looking at how we can 
further improve its functioning.” 


Germany, France Propose €500B Fund To Support Hard Hit Regions Of Europe. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Pancevski, Norman, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis Germany and 
France yesterday proposed creating a €500 billion Europe-wide recovery fund to help regions on the continent 
hardest hit by the pandemic. 

The New York Times (5/18, Erlanger, 18.61M)} reports German Chancellor Angela Merkel agreed to a €500 
billion “pandemic recovery fund backed by borrowing by the entire blac.” 


South Koreans Re-Testing Positive For COVID-19 After Full Recovery No Longer Infectious, 
Health Officials Say. 


Forbes (5/18, Sternlicht, 9.71M) reports “survivors of COVID-19 who re-tested positive for the disease after 
making a full recovery were no longer infectious or a risk to their loved ones, South Korea’s health agency 
announced Monday, adding a new clue to the ongoing mysteries surrounding COVID-19 immunity.” 


American And Chinese Companies Stepping In To Support Physicians And Patients. 


The Christian Science Monitor (5/18, Monitor, 246K) reporis experis fear an opportunity for life-saving 
cooperation between the US and China during the pandemic has been wasted, as a face-off between each 
countries’ government continues. In this void, “a wide array of American and Chinese organizations are stepping 
fin]...helping doctors and health experts learn from each other, donating protective equipment, and raising 
millions to support front-line workers.” 


Hong Kong Re-Opening Offices, Gyms, Bars, Theaters. 


The Washington Post (5/15, 14.2M) reports “life is roaring back in places such as Hong Kong ~ where official 
data show just two local cases of the novel coronavirus in four weeks ~ and offices, gyms, bars, beauty salons 
and movie theaters are reopening.” However, “many restrictions remain and are likely to stay for the long haul.” 
Although “officials worldwide seek a balance between reviving their battered economies and preventing harm to 
public health, ihe experience of residenis and businesses in Hong Kong over coming weeks will guide templates 
for the post-pandemic world.” 


High COVID-19 Death Toll In Canada’s Long-Term Care Facilities Prompts Calls For Public 
Inquiries. 

The Washington Post (5/18, Coletta, 14.2M) reporis data show 81 percent of COVID-19 deaths in Canada are 
occurring in long-term care facilities, “prompting calls for public inquiries, the deployment of military troops to 
hard-hit homes in Ontario and Quebec and an admission from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau that Canada is 
failing’ tis elderly.” 


Opinion: Germany Faces Harsh Economic Challenges As It Seeks To Re-Open. 


New York Times (5/18, 18.61M} opinion writer Anna Sauerbrey wriles that Germany, for all its relative success in 
handling the initial outbreak and keeping a lower mortality rate than many of its neighbors, is now learning the 
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challenges of re-opening given that “the economy ts in disarray,” evidenced by 10.1 million unemployed 
Germans currently receiving subsidies. Sauerbrey claims forecasis “suggest that the economy, which has 
officially entered recession, will shrink sormewhere between 6 to 20 percent.” This transiates into nearly 100 
billion euros of lost tax revenue, according fo one estimate, worsening the country’s debt burden. 


Policymakers In Europe May Face Challenges Convincing Enough People To Get Future 
Coronavirus Vaccine. 


Politico (5/18, Paun, Deutsch, Tamma, 4.29M) reports policymakers may face challenges convincing people to 
get immunized with a potential coronavirus vaccine in Europe, evidenced by the initial results from a new “survey 
being run by the Vaccine Confidence Project — which monitors public trust in vaccination programs worldwide — 
and ORB International.” The results “show that between mid-March and mid-April of this year, one fifth of Swiss 
respondents and 18 percent of those in France would refuse a coronavirus vaccine.” Also, “among Austrians, the 
number is 16 percent, and 9 percent in Germany.” 


Brazil’s Government Reacting Slowly To Growing Number Of COVID-19 Cases In Amazon 
Region. 

The AP (5/18) reports “as COVID-19 reached remote indigenous lands in Brazil's Amazon, the government 
agency responsible for protecting native people brushed off calls for action, focusing instead on waging 
ideological battles, according to agents from the institution itself and others.” 


Local Mexican Governments Resist Calls To Re-Open Economy In Places Without 
Coronavirus Until June. 


The AP (5/18, Rodriguez, Verza) reports “local governments across Mexico pushed back Monday against 
President Andrés Manuel LG6pez Obrador’s call to reopen the economy in some 300 townships that do not have 
active cases of coronavirus, with leaders saying they preferred to wait until June before resuming normal 
activities.” 


Additional Guatemalans Deported From US Test Positive For COVID-19 Upon Return. 


The AP (5/18) reports “ten more Guatemalans deporied from the United States last week have tested positive for 
COVID-19 upon their return.” 


Turkey’s President Announces Four-Day Curfew During Muslim Holiday. 


The AP (5/18) reports Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan “announced a new four-day curfew during the 
Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr to be applied across the country to stem the spread of COVID-19.” 


Increasing Prevalence Of COVID-19 In Brazil’s Amazon Rainforest Prompting Air- 
Evacuation Of Critically Ill Patients. 


Reuters (5/18, Kelly) reporis “novel coronavirus is spreading so fast among the indigenous people in the furthest 
parts of Brazil's Amazon rainforest that doctors are now evacuating critical COVID-19 patients by plane to the 
only intensive care units in the vast region.” 
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Brazil’s Nurses Hit Hard By Pandemic. 


The Wail Street Journal (5/18, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports nurses in Brazil are being hit hard by the 
pandemic as they work on the country’s front line treating infected patients. 


Far-Right German Party Spurring Protests Against Government’s Coronavirus Restrictions. 


The New York Times (5/18, Bennhold, 18.61M) reports that “even as Germany is celebrated as Europe’s 
foremost example of pandemic management, an eclectic protest movement thai began last month with a few 
dozen peopie marching against coronavirus restrictions has ballooned into more than 10,000 demonstrators in 
cities across the country.” The major “driving force behind the mobilization is the country’s far right, particularly 
the Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, which had been marginalized by the pandemic.” This group’s “leaders 
see the protests as a first step toward moving back into the national conversation, using them to position their 
message for the months ahead, when Germany musi confront job losses and a battered economy.” 


Pakistan’s Supreme Court Rules All Stores Can Re-Open. 


The Wail Street Journal (5/18, Shah, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Pakistan’s Supreme Court said 
that all stores and shopping mails in the country can open immediately, overturning government-ordered shut 
downs of businesses to curb the spread of the pandemic. 


Google, UK Researchers Develop New Al System To Predict Imminent Risk Of Wet-AMD- 
Related Vision Loss. 


STAT (5/18, 24K) reporis, “A new system developed by Google and British doctors takes a significant leap 
forward by predicting which patients with a common condition are most likely to lose their sight.” The new 
artificial intelligence technology “is designed to predict imminent risk of total vision loss in patients with age- 
related macular degeneration, the most common cause of blindness in the developed world.” The findings were 
published in Nature. 


HHS in the News 


Commentaries Offer Differing Views On COVID-19 Liability Immunity. 


in an editorial, USA Today (5/18, 10.31M) writes that with Senate Majority Leader McConnell pushing for COVID- 
19 liability protection to businesses, itisn’t clear what public health guidelines would need to be followed to gain 
the immunity. The majority of “states don’t have the scientific wherewithal to create” them, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Adminisiration “punted on this issue,” and while the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention created “detailed steps on how best to protect” people, the White House “shelved” them. USA Today 
agrees that it would be “fair” to grant “temporary lability protection for businesses that are trying to do the right 
thing,” but says “a science-based road map for companies” needs to first be produced by the federal 
government. 

American Association for Justice President Bruce Stern, in an op-ed in USA Today (5/18, 10.31M), warns 
against “immunity for corporations when they fail to take basic safety precautions against COVID-19,” saying it 
“will prolong the pandemic, with some businesses inevitably forgoing basic precautions.” Workers and 
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consumers will not return to public Ife, fearing they will get sick. Stern argues thai without immunity, “there won't 
be a flood of lawsuits,” as proving a person gol sick in a specific place “will be extremely challenging.” Lawsuits 
that progress “will be the ones like those involving nursing homes that kept sick workers on the job resulling in 
mass death, or food processing plants that offered bonuses to sick employees who came to work,” and immunity 
wouid not “help those sick workers or the families of those who died — it will just shield corporations that failed to 
take reasonable steps.” He concludes, “If no one is responsible, no one is safe.” 

National Consumers League Executive Director Sally Greenberg, in an op-ed in USA Today (5/18, 10.31M}, 
writes, “Republican leadership’s proposals to immunize businesses from accountability” if they follow quidelines 
“sound reasonable” but “would actually jeopardize both workers and consumers and damage our economic 
recovery.” First, “no authoritative guidelines exist.” Second, “accountability should never be based solely on 
compliance with standards.” Instead, “all the facts must be considered, including whether the standards are 
sufficient and applicable to the particular situation.” Greenberg concludes, “Congress shouldn’t add another layer 
of broad immunity based on phantom guidelines and politicians’ whims.” 


Chronic Understaffing At Holyoke Soldiers’ Home Left Facility “Ill-Prepared” For Pandemic, 
Study Suggests. 


The Boston Herald (5/18, Martinez, 410K) reports “chronic understaffing left the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home ‘ill- 
prepared’ to handle the coronavirus pandemic which has killed 74 veterans at the home, years after both federal 
and state audits failed to cite a problem, according to a new study by the Pioneer Institute.” The study does not 
“claim the severe COVID-19 outbreak at Holyoke was directly caused by the understaffing, but highlighted a 
‘clear discrepancy between government past audits of the staffing levels versus accounts of Holyoke workers 
and families of residents.” The piece says “receni staffing levels at five of six wards at Holyoke were shown to be 
below suggestions by” CMS. 


Analysis: Administration Efforts To Address Mask Shortages Were Inadequate. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Butler, Eilperin, Hamburger, 14.2M) reports that while the federal government has 
taken steps to address mask shoriages, emergency management experts “say the efforis were distressingly 
inadequate.” The Administration “ignored early warnings that it needed to shore up its stockpile of masks and 
other personal protective equipment and has fallen behind several other Western nations in the race to secure 
them, documents and interviews show.” FDA spokeswoman Brittney Manchester said, “This is an unprecedented 
pandemic and while the FDA continues to take action to balance the urgent need of supplies of respirators for 
health care personnel, we are also doing everything in our authority to ensure health care personnel receive 
adequate protection.” The piece adds that California has “ordered 375 million N95s from BYD Precision 
Manufacture that the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health determined this month did not meet all 
of its certifications.” 


FDA Clears Hand Sanitizer Company Of Making Claims It Could Treat COVID-19. 


The Des Moines (IA) Register (5/18, Muller, 404K) reports that the FDA has cleared hand sanitizer company 
Prefense LLC, of Muscatine, iowa “of making misleading claims about ifs product's ability to ‘mitigate, prevent, 
treat, diagnose, or cure COVID-19."" Prefense was the first manufaciurer in the US “to get an FDA warning letter 
claiming the firm marketed a hand sanitizer with unproven COVID-19-related claims.” Carolyn Becker, of the 
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FDA, wrote in a Monday, May 18, letter, ihat the agency “appreciate the steps Prefense has taken io bring lis 
products into compliance.” 


Utah Reverses Course After Quickly Embracing Chloroquine, Hydroxychloroquine To Treat 
COVID-19. 


STAT (5/18, Joseph, 24K) reports that “even before President Trump staried plugging chloroquine and 
hydroxychioroquine as Covid-19 treatments, enthusiasm for the old malaria drugs was swelling in the state of 
Utah.” STAT says that propelled by “hype, as well as mounting fears of the oncoming pandemic, the state 
pursued a sweeping...policy that would have let pharmacies dispense the unproven medications to patients with 
Covid-19 without a prescription.” Utah “also put in an order for $800,000 worth of chloroquine and 
hydroxychioroquine to build a stockpile.” Meanwhile, clinical trials “are ongoing, but recent observational studies 
have cast doubt on an effect” and the FDA “has warned they should not be taken for Covid-19 outside a hospital 
or a clinical trial, citing ‘reporis of serious heari rhythm problems.” Finally, Utah “abandoned its plans to make 
the drugs available without prescriptions and canceled its order.” STAT goes on to examine these events in 
detail. 


Gilead Increases Donation Of Remdesivir To Federal Government. 


STAT (5/18, Boodman, 24K} reports that “Gilead Sciences, the drug company behind the experimental Covid-19 
therapy remdesivir, has upped the number of doses it’s donating to the federal government from 607,000 to 
around 940,000.” The new number appeared “in a letter that a U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
official sent to governors on Saturday.” Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) said, “The numbers keep changing. ... There 
was no explanation of the change.” On Monday, “the HHS assistant secretary for preparedness and response 
explained thai the federal agency would receive additional doses of the drug from Gilead in June.” An HHS 
spokesperson “confirmed Monday evening that Gilead would be donating more doses, bringing the total to 
$40,000 vials.” 


Operation Warp Speed Reportedly Complicates Decision-Making Process For COVID-19 
Immunization. 


USA Today (5/18, Weise, 10.31M) reports that “choices will have to be made” about who will be the first to get 
immunized with a novel coronavirus vaccine. Typically, soon as the US Food and Drug Administration licenses a 
new vaccine, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
“offers guidelines on how it should be distributed, to whom and when.” However, with the announcement of the 
White House initiative called “Operation Warp Speed,” former pharmaceutical executive Moncef Siaoui, “who 
Trump named to head Operation Warp Speed, said early clinical trial data from at least one vaccine candidate 
made him confident ‘we will be able to deliver a few hundred million doses of vaccine by the end of 2020." In 
addition, “few details of how coordination within Operation Warp Speed would work were provided and itis 
unclear what role it will play in vaccine allocation.” 


Health Experts Said To Be Alarmed By Trump’s Use Of Hydroxychloroquine. 


Politico (5/18, Lim, Brennan, 4.29M) reports President Trump’s “startling admission Monday that he is taking 
hydroxychioroquine despite testing negative for the coronavirus alarmed health experis, who cautioned that 
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people who follow his lead risk serious heart problems and other complications from ihe decades-old drug.” 
Politico adds, “Public health experis expressed concern that Trump’s continued advocacy of the drug could 
cause another run on supplies, with serious consequences for patients with lupus, rheumatoid arthritis and other 
autoimmune diseases for which itis an approved treatment.” Politico notes that earller Monday before the 
President's comments, Janet Woodcock, Director of the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, 
“expressed concern for vulnerable patients who depend on the drug.” Woodcock tweeted, “It’s a necessary drug 
for them and not having access would have terrible consequences.” 


Schumer Accuses Trump Of “Giving People False Hope” In Announcing Use Of 
Hydroxychloroquine. 


The Hill (5/18, Folley, 2.98M) reports that on Monday, Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-NY) 
“accused President Trump of ‘giving people false hope’ after the president revealed earlier that he has been 
taking hydroxychloroquine despite a lack of evidence proving the drug to be effective in treating and preventing 
the novel coronavirus.” Appearing on MSNBC, Schumer said, “What the president did with hydroxychloroquine 
was reckless, simply reckless. ... But it's worse than that. ... His own FDA has said it has bad side effects, 
whether it affects the rhyihm of the heart in many bad ways. For him fo say this is reckless, it shows no regard 
for the public.” 


WPost Analysis: Trump’s Claim That He Is Now Taking Hydroxychloroquine May Have 
Harmful Effects. 


In an analysis, the Washington Post (5/18, Bump, 14.2M) reports that on Monday, President Trump “made a 
surprising pivot away from attacking” former BARDA Director Rick Bright “who had criticized his administration’s 
handling of the coronavirus epidemic.” Trump, after touting the potential ability of antimalarial drug 
hydroxychioroquine to treat the virus, said, “] happen to be taking it. ... Couple of weeks ago | started taking it 
because | think it’s good.” The Post adds, “The FDA, after granting the emergency use authorization, formally 
warned against using the medication to treat covid-19 outside of hospitals.” The Post argues the move may have 
“inadvertently” triggered “a new embrace of the medication among those who take his words al face value — 
putting lives at risk.” 


Democrats, Unions Urging Administration To Police Workplace Safety As Businesses 
Reopen. 


Politico (5/18, Rainey, 4.29M)} reports, “Democrats and unions are irying to compel the Trump adminisiration to 
aggressively police workplace safety as businesses from auto plants to retail stores begin reopening across the 
country.” On Monday, the AFL-CIO, representing over 12 million workers, “asked a federal court to force the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration io issue mandatory workplace safety rules,” and on Friday, 
House Democrats “passed a coronavirus aid package that would require the agency to issue emergency safety 
requirements for employers.” Throughout “the crisis, OSHA has issued guidance docurnenis, many in 
collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, to protect workers in meatpacking plants, 
pharmacies, nursing homes, dentists’ offices and various other industries. But these are all recommendations, 
not government directives.” 
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Some Coronavirus Survivors Say US States Should Wait To Reopen. 


USA Today (5/18, Jervis, Stanley, 10.31M) reporis, “Thousands of coronavirus survivors are returning home 
after long, harrowing hospital stays to face lingering symptoms, job losses, staggering medical bills and stigma 
attached to surviving the virus that has infected roughly 1.5 million people in the USA and killed nearly 90,000.” 
Several individuals “worry that states rushing to rescind stay-at-home orders and allow businesses to reopen will 
unleash a new wave of infections.” The argument “over how fast states should reignite their economies flared 
last week when Dr. Rick Bright, a government immunologisi, told a congressional committee that the window is 
closing fast to prevent the ‘darkest winter in modern history’ ff the nation doesn’t improve its response to the 
coronavirus.” 


Analysis: One Million N95 Masks Seemed Like A Lot Before The Pandemic, But Proved To 
Be Not Enough. 


The Washington Post (5/18, 14.2M) says in an analysis, “On April 2, the New England Patriots’ team plane left 
China with mundane but suddenly precious cargo: 1.2 million N95 respirators, a critical type of mask that 
protects health-care workers treating patients who have infectious diseases.” In a normal period, this “stash” 
would be considered sizable as many “hospitals buy just a few thousand N9Q5s per year, according to a company 
that negotiates purchasing contracts.” However, “in the frenzied weeks of March and April, when the trickle of 
covid-19 patients suddenly grew into a deluge,” one milllon masks were not much. As noted by Health and 
Human Services Assistant Secretary Robert Kadlec in a February testimony, “the United States would need 3.5 
billion N95s in a serious pandemic.” 


Maine Allows Dentists To Reopen, Offer Full Services. 


The Portland (ME) Press Herald (5/18, Lawlor, 244K} reports, “Maine dentists ~ afler complaining about being 
left out of the Mills administration’s re-opening plans ~ are now permitted to offer full services, including teeth 
cleanings and filling cavities.” The timing of when to “re-open routine dental care had erupted into a controversy, 
as dentists said they believed they could start doing routine care on May 1, only to be fold by Mills administration 
officials that emergency-only care had to continue.” Meanwhile, “most states, including all of New England 
except Maine and Vermont, had already re-opened routine dental care or set a date in May to re-apen.” The 
change also comes after “U.S. CDC director Dr. Robert Redfield said routine care for dentistry could resume and 
he expected the federal agency would soon issue new guidelines for doing so,” during a recent Senate 
committee hearing. 


One Major Nursing Home Chain Reportedly Violated Numerous Federal Standards To Stop 
The Spread Of Disease, Records Indicate. 


The Washington Post (5/17, Cenziper, King, Mulcahy, Jacobs, 14.2M) reporied that “nursing hornes operated by 
Life Care Centers of America, one of the largest chains in the indusiry, violated federal standards meant to stop 
the spread of infections and communicable diseases even after outbreaks and deaths from covid-19 began to 
sweep iis facilities from the Pacific Northwest to New England, inspection reporis show.” The Post said that over 
the past couple weeks, “as the nationwide death toll among the elderly soared, government inspectors 
discovered breakdowns in infection conirol and prevention at least 10 Life Care nursing homes that underwent 
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covid-19 inspections overseen by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.” At some Life Care facilities, 
inspectors have “discovered staff members who did not wash their hands or enforce social distancing guidelines, 
according to the inspection reports.” 


ACLU Warns Against Using Thermal Cameras, Temperature Scanning Guns To Screen 
People For Novel Coronavirus. 


The New York Times (5/19, Singer, 18.61M) reports the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) warned on 
Tuesday against using thermal cameras and temperature-sensing guns “to screen people for possible 
coronavirus symptoms, saying the devices were often inaccurate, ineffective and intrusive.” In a new report, the 
civil liberties group “said that such technologies could give people a false sense of security, potentially leading 
them to be less vigilant about health measures like wearing masks or social distancing.” The US Food and Drug 
Administration “said in April that it would temporarily allow device makers to market thermal cameras, which have 
not been vetted by federal health regulators, for temperature checks in places like warehouses and factories.” 


Trump Threatens To Permanently Stop Funding The WHO, Reconsider US’ Membership. 


Reuters (5/19, Venkat} reports “President Donald Trump threatened on Monday to permanently halt funding for 
the World Health Organization (WHO) if it did not commit to improvements within 30 days, and to reconsider the 
membership of the United States in the bady.” The President “suspended U.S. coniributions to the WHO last 
month, accusing it of promoting China’s ‘disinformation’ about the coronavirus outbreak, although WHO officials 
denied the accusation and China said it was transparent and open.” Trump told the WHO's chief in a letter, “If the 
WHO does not commit to major substantive improvements within the next 30 days, | will make my temporary 
freeze of United States funding to the WHO permanent and reconsider our membership.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/18, Restuccia, Lubold, Hinshaw, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Trump 
said the WHO has demonstrated a lack of independence from China and did not properly respond to the 
pandemic. The article says HHS Secretary Alex Azar accused the organization of letting China hide the 
outbreak’s severity early on. 

The Hill (5/18, Samuels, 2.98M} reporis Trump also said, “] cannot allow American taxpayer dollars to 
continue to finance an organization that, in its present state, is so clearly not serving America’s interesis.” The 
Administration “is already in touch with the WHO about desired reforms, the president wrote, but he did not 
specify what those [reforms] would be other than to say they would have to be” made. 

Politico (8/19, Choi, 4.29M) reporis Trump's “letter claimed the WHO ‘ignored credible reports of the virus’ 
and accused the organization of acting in an obsequious manner toward the People’s Republic of China, 
including shunting Taiwanese health assessments and caving into pressure from Chinese President Xi Jinping.” 

Also reporting on the story are Bloomberg (5/19, Fabian, Wadhams, 4.73M) and the New York Post (5/19, 
Garger, 4.57M). 


Federal Authorities Urging Governors To Use “Extreme Caution” When Reopening Nursing 
Homes. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Goldstein, Sacchetti, 14.2M) reports that on Monday, the Trump Administration 
“issued guidelines that urge caution in reopening the nation’s nursing homes, recommending that the facililies — 
battered by the novel coronavirus — relax restrictions more slowly than the communities around them.” The Post 
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adds, “The guidelines urge state and local officials to refrain from allowing virtually all visitors into nursing homes 
or other senior care facilities until several conditions are met,” and “include making sure a nursing home has no 
new cases of covid-19...for four weeks.” CMS Administrator Seema Verma “said the recommendations were 
developed in consultation with” Assistant Secretary for Health Adm. Brett Giroir and Coronavirus Response 
Coordinator Dr. Deborah Bin. 

The AP (5/18, Choi) reports, “The recommendations bolster the Trump administration’s broader guidelines 
that say senior care facilities should be among the last in a community to reopen, given the vulnerability of their 
elderly residenis.” Moreover, the guidelines “noted that some homes may have to wail even longer than 28 days 
from the last negative test if they have had problems with infection controls, staffing or other issues.” 

Moreover, Bloomberg Law (5/18, Pugh, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports the CMS “wants all nursing 
home staff to be screened each day for respiratory symptoms and to be tested each week.” In addition, the 
agency “required nursing homes to provide the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with information 
each week on Covid-19 infections and deaths among staff and visitors.” 

Forbes (5/18, Japsen, 9.71M) contributor Bruce Japsen writes Verma said, “Coronavirus has had a 
devastating impact on nursing homes, and as we reopen America, we want to make sure we are doing 
everything we can to protect our most vulnerable citizens. ... Qur focus continues to be the safety and quality of 
life of nursing home residents and while we are not at a point where nursing homes can safely open up, we want 
to make sure communities have a plan in place when they are ready to reopen.” 

Fox News (5/18, Halon, 27.59M)} reports that during an interview with Fox News’ “The Story,” Verma said 
the Trump Administration is “doing everything we can” in order to protect the safety of residents in nursing 
homes. Verma added, “Every life is precious, and that’s what this administration started very early in making sure 
that we were doing everything we can to keep nursing home residents safe. ... They deserve that. Older 
individuals have been taking care of us their whole lives and they deserve to be respected and to be protected.” 

Modern Healthcare (5/18, Brady, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports that “nursing homes ‘should be 
among the last to reopen’ in a community, according to” the CMS’ guidelines. Modern Healthcare adds, “The 
Trump administration recommends thai state officials coordinate with inspectors and local health departments to 
decide how to implement CMS’ reopening guidance,” and that “they should consider a wide range of factors, 
including COVID-19 case counts, staffing levels, access to personal protective equipment and hospital capacity.” 

The Hill (5/18, Weixel, 2.98M) reporis, “According to a Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of publicly 
reported data, nursing homes and other assisted-living facilities account for 41 percent of COVID-19 deaths in 
the country.” The data vary “by state, with some as high as 80 percent of deaths, but not every state is reporting.” 

Newsweek (5/18, Martin, 1.53M)} and CNN (8/18, Luhby, 83.16M) also report on the story. 


Azar Criticizes WHO’s Coronavirus Response, Says Failures Cost “Many Lives.” 


USA Today (5/18, Hieimgaard, 10.31M)} reports HHS Secretary Alex Azar “blasted the World Healih Organization 
Monday during its two-day assembly as China’s President Xi Jinping appeared to express support for an 
independent investigation into the pandemic.” Speaking “by video link, Azar criticized the WHO's failures during 
the coronavirus outbreak, telling officials gathered for the virtual conference that it had cost ‘many lives.” Azar 
said, “We must be frank about one of the primary reasons that this outbreak spun out of control. There was a 
failure by this organization to obtain the information that the world needed.” 
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The New York Times (5/18, Ai, Jacobs, Shear, Wong, 18.61M) reports the meeting “that was supposed to 
chart a path for the worid to combat the coronavirus pandemic instead...iurned into a showcase for the escalating 
tensions between China and the United States over the virus.” President Xi “announced at the start of the forum 
that Beijing would donate $2 billion toward fighting the coronavirus and dispatch doctors and medical supplies to 
Africa and other countries in the developing world.” The contribution was “seen — particularly by American 
officials ~ as an attempt by China to forestall closer scrutiny of whether it hid information about the outbreak to 
the world.” 

Reuters (5/18, Nebehay, Farge) reports, “Azar, without naming China said: ‘In an apparent attempi io 
conceal this outbreak, at least one member state made a mockery of their transparency obligations, with 
tremendous costs for the entire world.” He added, “We saw that WHO failed at its core mission of information 
sharing and transparency when member states do not act in good faith. This cannot ever happen again.” 

CNBC (5/18, Meredith, 3.62M) reports the Trump Administration “has been particularly critical of he WHO's 
response, with Trump saying the U.S. would halt funding to the organization in April.” However, on Saturday, 
Trump “said...he was considering restoring some funding to the WHO.” 

Forbes (5/18, Reimann, 9.71M) reports, “WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has 
criticized Trump's approach and defended the actions of the WHO, saying al a news conference in April that ‘if 
you don’t want many more bocy bags, then you refrain from politicizing it.” 

Moreover, STAT (5/18, Facher, 24K) reports Azar “called for the WHO to grant Taiwan an observer post 
within iis assembly, a move that China has long resisted.” 

NPR (5/18, Chappell, 3.12M)} and Politico (5/18, Wheaton, 4.29M) also reparts on the story. 


Azar Says He Is Hopeful Schools In US Will Reopen In Fall. 


Reuters (5/18, Brice, Brunnstrom) reports that on Monday, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “said...he was hopeful 
American schools would reopen in the fall, despite reports of a rare inflammatory syndrome in children that is 
believed to be linked to the coronavirus.” During an interview on Fox News Channel, Azar said, “We'll have to 
see how the disease progresses over the summer but I’m quite hopeful. | think we need to get back to school.” 


Trump Tweets Support For Azar’s Calls To Reopen Economy, Pushes For Reopening. 


The New York Post (5/18, Moore, 4.57M} reports that on Monday, President Trump “gave an emphatic ‘Yes!’ to 
Heaith and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar saying in an interview that reopening the economy is not 
dependent on having a vaccine for the coronavirus and that keeping businesses shuttered creates its own health 
crisis.” Trump “issued a one-word tweet — ‘Yes!’ — linking to Azar’s Sunday interview on CNN and followed it up 
with lwo more messages: REOPEN OUR COUNTRY! and ‘TRANSITION TO GREATNESS.” The Post adds 
that Azar backed the President's “desire to get the country back to business during appearances on CNN and 
CBS.” 


US To Announce $354M Contract With Company To Manufacture Generics, Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients For COVID-19 Treatments In Country. 


Reuters (5/19, Venkat} reports the US “will announce on Tuesday that ii has signed 4 $354 million contract with a 
company to make generic medicines and pharmaceutical ingredients in the country needed to treat COVID-19, 
the New York Times reported late on Monday.” The move comes amid “efforts to bring pharmaceutical 


GADB0000003536 


manufacturing to the United States from abroad.” The piece says “Phiow Corp is a generic drug maker based in 
Virginia which makes medicines overseas, mostly in India and China.” According to Reuters, “HHS Secretary 
Alex Azar called the initiative ‘a significant step fo rebuild our domestic ability to protect ourselves from health 
threats,’ in a statement that the administration plans to make public Tuesday morning.” 


FDA Approves Roche’s Atezolizumab In First-Line PD-L1-Positive Metastatic NSCLC. 


Reuters (5/18, Maddipatia) reports Roche’s Genentech unit “said on Monday the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has approved Tecentriq fatezolizumab] as a standalone therapy” in “previously untreated adulis 
with certain iypes of metastatic non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), whose tumors express high levels of PD-L4, 
a protein that may help cancers avoid detection by the immune system.” A patient’s “PD-L1 ievels are detected 
using an FDA-approved test.” 

Bloomberg Law (5/18, Chang, Subscription Publication, 4K) also reports. 


Experts Criticize Trump Administration For Using Public Health Rule To Close Border. 


CNN (5/18, Alvarez, 83.16M) reports health experts in the US are criticizing “the Trump administration’s use of a 
public health law to largely seal off the border from those seeking refuge, arguing in a letter to the Department of 
Health and Human Services that there’s ‘no public health rationale for denying admission to individuals based on 
legal status.” The missive, “addressed to HHS Secretary Alex Azar and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Director Robert Redfield, highlights sections of the CDC order that experts consider problematic, 
including blocking [im]migrants who lack documentation and arrive by land at either the US border with Canada 
or Mexico from entering the United States.” According to the letter, the order “exempts permanent residents and 
U.S. citizens, and does not apply to tourists arriving by plane or ship ~ even though these modes of 
transportation are explicitly listed by HHS as congregate settings with higher risk of disease transmission than 
land travel. ... The rule is thus being used to target certain classes of noncitizens rather than to protect public 
health.” 


China Backs World Health Organization-Led Review Of Outbreak. 


The Washington Post (5/18, Shih, 14.2M) reports that “for weeks China had been anticipating, and bitterly 
opposing, a proposal from Western countries to conduct an international probe into the pandemic’s origins.” 
However, according to the Past, “China’s opposition has melted in recent days as international support for an 
inguiry grew to include Russia, Turkey and European and African countries, and as drafts of the proposed 
resolution showed a focus on international coliaboration to manage the pandemic, with reiatively limited 
emphasis on questioning its source.” The Post says “the draft resolution, submitted by the European Union on 
Monday and supported by more than 100 nations, does not mention Wuhan or China.” 

Reuters (5/18, Nebehay, Farge} reports the Administration “decried an ‘apparent attempt to conceal this 
outbreak by at least one member state.”” According to Reuters, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “did not mention China 
by name, but made clear Washington considered the WHO jointly responsible.” Azar is quoted as saying, “We 
must be frank about one of the primary reasons this outbreak spun out of control. There was a failure by this 
organization to obtain the information that the world needed, and that failure cost many lives.” Reuters also 
reports Chinese President Xi Jinping addressed the WHO's annual gathering early today and “pledged $2 billion 
over the next two years to help deal with COVID-19, especially in developing countries,” which Reuters says 
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“almost matches the WHO's entire annual programme budget for last year, and more than compensates for 
Trump's freeze of U.S. payments worth about $400 million a year.” 

Politico (5/18, Press, 4.29M) reports that Xi “said he also supported the idea of a comprehensive review of 
the global response to Covid-19.” However, according to the New York Times (5/18, 18.61M), Xi “appeared to 
brush aside calis for an independent investigation into its origins — a demand the United States has been 
promoting among its allies.” According to the Times, Xi “said such forensics should wait until the crisis had 
subsided.” 

Politico (5/18, Wheaton, 4.29M) notes Xi said China “will treat a coronavirus vaccine developed there as a 
‘global public good.” According to Politico, “China has some of the leading candidates in the global race for an 
immunization, with four already in human trials.” Politico adds, “While the practical implications of Xi’s 
commitment remain unclear, it's a sign that Beijing is aligning itself, at least rhetorically, with a broader 
movement to ensure equal access to coronavirus breakthroughs.” 

Also reporting are Forbes (5/18, Reimann, 9.71M), Fox News (5/18, Chakraborty, 27.59M), Newsweek 
(5/18, 1.53M), the New York Post (5/18, Moore, 4.57M), NPR (5/18, Chappell, 3.12M)}, and Politico (5/18, 
Wheaton, 4.29M). 

Xi Jinging Vows To Make Vaccine Available, Pledges $28 To Heip With COVID-79 Response 
. Bloomberg (5/18, 4.73M) reports “Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to make any coronavirus vaccine 


universally availabie once it’s developed, part of an effort to defuse criticism of his government's response to a 
pandemic that has killed more than 315,000 people around the world.” 

Reuters (5/18, Nebehay) reports China’s “President Xi Jinping also pledged $2 billion over two years to help 
with the COVID-19 response.” 

The AP (5/18), U.S. News & World Report (5/18, 2.4M) and The Hill (5/18, Klar, 2.98M} also report. 


World Health Organization Agrees To Launch Independent Investigation Into Its 
Management Of Coronavirus Response. 


The AP (5/18, Keaten, Cheng) reports “the World Health Organization bowed to calls Monday frorn most of its 
member states to launch an independent probe into how it managed the international response to the 
coronavirus.” While member states are seeking to conduct a review of the “lessons learned” from the 
organization’s coordination of the global response to the pandemic, the review “would stop short of looking into 
contentious issues such as the origins of the new coronavirus.” 

According to the Washington Times (5/18, Meier, 492K}, HHS Secretary Alex Azar “sustained the unusually 
blunt rhetoric Monday. Addressing the assembly, he said WHO had to face tough questions about how the 
spread of the new virus had ‘spun out of control.” 

Also reporting are Reuters (5/13), NBC News (5/18, 6.14M), The Hill (6/18, Wilson, 2.98M)}, the Washington 
Times (5/18, Meier, 492K}, and U.S. News & World Report (5/18, Smith, 2.4M). 


Pandemic Creating New Patterns Of Overdose Risk. 


NPR (5/18, Noguchi, 3.12M) reports that with the coronavirus affecting drug supply lines and production and 
drug users’ cash flows, “experis in addiction and law enforcement say availability and prices of illegal drugs have 
changed in different areas of the country.” These new patterns of use are “creating a patchwork of new overdose 
risk as well.” Concerns that those who “reduced their use of opioids may be al especially high risk if they start 
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using again” has people considering increasing disiribution of Naloxone, which can help reverse an overdose. 
However, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration head Elinore McCance-Katz “points out 
that the virus has also complicated the ability to treat people with Naloxone,” with some first responders not 
wanting “to adrninister Naloxone because they're afraid of being exposed to the coronavirus.” 


Trump Administration Reportedly Moving Quickly To Deport Immigrant Children Amid 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 


ProPublica (5/18, Kriel, GOK) reports that as the US “remains focused on COVID-19, the U.S. government has 
aggressively begun io rush the deportations of some of the most vulnerable [immigrant children in its care to 
countries where they have been raped, beaten or had a parent killed, according to attorneys, court filings and 
congressional staff.” Although “the deportation of children to dangerous situations is not a new phenomenon for 
U.S. authorities, what has shocked even veteran immigration attorneys is that the government is trying to so 
quickly remove, arguably against federal law, those most imperiled — ail during a global pandemic.” The article 
mentions that HHS’ “Office of Refugee Resettlement, in charge of unaccompanied [im|migrant children, began 
tracking those whose parents remained in Mexico in October, and since then it has identified 571, including more 
than 300 who are 12 or younger. Of those, a spokeswoman said, the vast majority, 476, had been reunified with 
their relatives or a sponsor in the U.S. as of early May. Four had been deported by that date.” 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 


US Stocks Surge As Hopes For Coronavirus Vaccine Build 

TikTok Taps Disney Executive Kevin Mayer As New CEO 

Uber Cuts 3,000 More Jobs, Shuts 45 Offices In Coronavirus Crunch 

The New Airline Travel: Fewer Flights, More Layovers, Rules For Bathrooms 
FBI Discovers Al Qaeda Ties In Pensacola Shooter's iPhones 


Sanitizing Newbie? Take A Lesson From A Hog Farmer 


New York Times: 

Moderna Coronavirus Vaccine Trial Shows Promising Early Results 

US-China Feud Over Coronavirus Erupts At World Health Assembly 

Fear Of Risk Could Diminish The Economic Rescue By The Treasury And Fed 

Where New Yorkers Moved To Escape Coronavirus 

Freed By Court Ruling, Republicans Step Up Effort To Patrol Voting 

Trump Says He’s Taking Hydroxychloroquine, Prompting Warning From Health Experts 


Washington Post: 
Worry As Relief Funds Go Unspent 
University Leaders Cautious About Return In Fall 
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Trump Says He’s Taking Unproven Medication 

As A 12-Year-Old Fought To Live, Her Heart Stopped Twice 
Pompeo Defends Firing Of Watchdog 

Bathrooms A Barrier To Reopening 


Financial Times: 

Germany And France Call For €500BN EU Recovery Fund 
Huawei Says New US Sanctions Put Its Survival At Stake 
Jesus Also Misunderstood, Masayoshi Son Tells Investors 


Washington Times: 


‘This Is Personal’: Obama, Trump Fight For White House As Biden Sits On Sidelines 
WHO Chief Caves, Agrees To Pandemic Response Probe: ‘We All Have Lessons To Learn’ 


AG Barr: Durham Probe Unlikely To Lead To Criminal Investigations Of Obama Or Biden 
‘Probable’ Coronavirus Cases In December Alter US Timeline 


£ 


Very Positive Day’: US Turns Corner In Coronavirus Recovery 
Secret Doomsday Coronavirus Plans Relied On ‘Lottery’ For Life Or Death Decisions 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Hydroxychioroquine-Expert Comment, Moderna-Vaccine Trials; Reopening 
Economy; Trump-State Dept. 1G; Al Qaeda-Fiorida Military Base Attack; Tropical Storm Arthur; Severe Weather, 
‘Leave li To Beaver’ Actor Dies; Convalescent Plasma Treatmenis. 

CBS: Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Moderna-Vaccine Trials; Reopening Economy; Secret Service-Unemployment 
Scheme Investigation; Al Qaeda-Florida Military Base Attack; Georgia-Ahmaud Arbery Case; Tropical Storm 
Arthur; Los Angeles-Hash Oil Fire; Coronavirus-Overseas; Coronavirus-Recoveries. 

NBC: Mocderna-Vaccine Triais; Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Reopening Economy; Ford-Nine Plants Reapen; 
Coronavirus-NBC Contributor Recovering; Coronavirus-Hospital Fears; Al Qaeda-Florida Military Base Attack; 
Trump-State Dept. iG; Tropical Storm Arthur: Coronavirus-lialy; Reopening Pro Sports. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

Trump-Hydroxychioraquine — 147 minutes, 25 seconds 
Moderna-Vaccine Trials — 7 minutes, 25 seconds 

Reopening Economy — 7 minutes, 25 seconds 

Al Qaeda-Florida Military Base Attack — 4 minutes, 30 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Moderna-Vaccine Trials; Stocks; Reopening California. 

CBS: Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Moderna-Vaccine Triais; Reopening Economy; Al Qaeda-Filorida Miltary Base 
Attack; Severe Weather: Stocks. 

FOX: WHO-World Assembly; Trump-Hydroxychioroquine; USS Philippine Sea-Commanding Officer Relieved. 
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NPR: Trump-Hydroxychioroquine; Oregon-Extension of Stay At Home Orders: Hlinois-Reopening Economy; 
WHO-World Assembly. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Trevor Noah: “While most people are waiting for a vaccine, there are some people who think we may not even 
need one. People like Eric Trump, fetus in its 100th trimester and the President's fourth-favorite son. You see, 
according to baby Voldemort, coronavirus is actually a hoax that'll go away on its own. And the only reason the 
media is talking about it is to steal the White House from his dad.” 


Frever Noah: “Now according to Eric, this whole coronavirus thing is a conspiracy to prevent his dad from 
doing big campaign rallies. ?m sorry, man, this makes no sense. Donald Trump is the President. So if he thinks 
coronavirus is all just a bunch of hype and he should be able to do a rally, then my man, go and do a rally. | 
swear, Trump is the most-powerful, least-powerful man in the world. (As Trump} ‘l wanna do a rally, but | can’t, 
‘cause the doctors will get mad ai me!” 


Trevor Noah: “And by the way, we all know coronavirus is not a Democratic plot. Because if corona was a 
Democrat, we would've found a way to lose weeks ago.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Today, the President held a White House meeting with leaders in the restaurant industry. 
{As Trump) ‘Before we begin, how about apps for the whole table? Jalapeno poppers, nachos, clam strips, and 
calamari, thanks. Oooh, garlic knots.” 


Stephen Colbert: [On President Trump saying that he is taking hydroxycholoroquine because he’s ‘heard a lot 
of good stories’ about it] “Of course, that’s why anyone takes an experimental drug treatment. We've all seen the 
pharmaceutical ads: ‘If you think hydroxycholoraquine might be right for you, don’t ask your doctor. Just ask 
around, and if you hear some goad stories, eat it. Eat it, you coward.” 


Stephen Colbert: “On Friday, Trump removed the inspector general for the State Department. It’s the third 
time in six weeks that such a move has been announced on a Friday night. ‘Cause at the White House, ‘TGIF’ 
stands for ‘Trump Got the Inspector Fired.” 


Jimny Fallon: “Yesterday, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo got 4 coronavirus test live on TV to show it’s no big 
deal. They did the nasal swab, and he said it was fine, although for the rest of the briefing, he did speak with a 
British accent.” 


Seth Meyers: “President Trump claimed on Friday that the Defense Department had developed a, quote, 
‘super duper missile’ that is 17 times faster than other missiles, which is great news unless our enemies develop 
a ‘super duper infinity no-lake-backs missile.” 
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Seth Meyers: “New York Mayor Bill de Blasio said yesterday that he has ordered the police to stop people from 
partying outside bars amid the coronavirus pandemic. Though if de Blasio really wants people to stop partying, 
he should just show up.” 


Seth Meyers: “After former President Obama criticized the US response to the coronavirus pandemic in a 
virtual commencement address fo college graduates this weekend, White House adviser Peter Navarro called 
the Obama Administration a, quote, ‘kumbaya of incompetence.’ Incidentally, ‘kumbaya’ is where Trump thinks 
Obama was born.” 


Biden Would Rescind Keystone XL Permit If Elected. 


Politico (5/18, Lefebvre, 4.29M) reports the Biden campaign indicated yesterday that the former vice president 
would “rescind” President Trump’s permit “allowing the Keystone XL oil pipeline to cross the border into the US, 
a move that would effectively kill the controversial project.” Politico says “Biden’s opposition...raises the stakes 
for the TC Energy’s efforts to start construction on the cross-border portion of the pipeline this year that would 
carry 830,000 barrels of crude oil from Canada to the US.” Reuters (5/18, Inc.) recalls that “Trump, a Republican, 


had made building the pipeline a central promise of his presidential campaign,” whereas “Biden was vice 
president in the Obama administration when it rejected the project as contrary to its efforts to combat climate 
change.” 

The Washington Post (3/18, Viser, Grandoni, 14.2M) reports Biden’s “renewed opposition to the project is 
likely to make it a flash point in the November election, again testing the popularity of Trump's drive to reverse 
Obama-era environmental policies.” 


Esper To Deliver “Virtual” Keynote Address As Naval Academy Graduation. 


The Washington Times (5/18, Glenn, 492K} reports, “Secretary of Defense Mark Esper will give a pre-recorded 
keynote address during a ‘virtual graduation ceremony on Friday at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis.” The 
Times adds “the virtual ceremony will include segments from five in-person swearing-in events at the Academy 
that began on May 712 and will run through May 20.” 


McConnell Names Rubio As Acting Chair Of Senate Intel Committee. 


USA Today (5/18, King, Hayes, 10.31M) reports “Sen. Marco Rubio has been named the acting chair of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, replacing North Carolina GOP Sen. Richard Burr, who stepped aside while he’s 
under federal investigation for stock sales made ahead of a coronavirus-driven markel crash.” Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell “handed Rubio the gavel on Monday, calling the Florida Republican a ‘talented and 
experienced’ leader and noted his work on subjects ranging from China and [ran to Russia and North Korea.” 
The Washington Post (5/18, Cassata, 14.2M) calls Rubio “a national security hawk who had been widely 
expected to take over the committee once Burr retires,” and the Washington Times (5/18, Meier, 492K) indicates 
“McConnell said he is ‘glad’ Mr. Rubio accepted the offer to serve as acting chair and cited his ‘care for our 
nation’s security, advocacy for our values and interests, and vigilance toward threats have earned a national 
reputation.” 
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Hill Says She “Cried” After “Devastating” Democratic Loss In CA25. 


The Daily Caller (5/18, Olohan, 716K) reports “former Democratic California Rep. Katie Hill said Sunday that she 
cried for days when Republicans flipped her old congressional seat, calling the loss ‘f[*’"]ing devastating.” Hill 
“weeted Sunday after Republican former Navy pilot Mike Garcia flipped Hill's old seat red in the May 712 special 
election.” Wrote Hill, “So yeah it really hurt to have my old seat flip back to Republican-for a ton of people & also 
for me. in fact, it was preity f[’*“ling devasiating. | went offline & cried for a few days but, as always, getting 
ready to stand back up & keep fighting. Hope you are too.” 


NYTimes Analysis: Justice Thomas “Symbol Of The Trump Era.” 


Under the headline “Passed By For Decades, Clarence Thomas Is A New Symbol Of The Trump Era,” the New 
York Times (5/18, Casey, 18.61M) reports, “Among certain conservatives, an idea has started to take hold: 
Could Justice Clarence Thomas ever be the kind of pop-culture icon to his followers that Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg has become to hers?” Thomas, “the Supreme Court's most conservative member, is catching up in his 
own way at age 71,” and “is newly in the public eye (or ear) as he regularly asks questions during oral arguments 
that are being conducted by conference call and broadcast live during the pandemic.” 


Secret Service Investigating Unemployment Fraud Scheme. 


The CBS Evening New: = (5/18, story 4, 1:50, O'Donnell, 5.14M) reported on a “sophisticated international 
crime ring” that is “stealing hundreds of millions of dollars in unemployment benefits intended for Americans who 


have lost jobs during the pandemic. US authorities say many victims of the fraud are first responders, 
government workers, and school employees.” CBS (Peques) said it “has confirmed that the Secret Service is 
investigating a multimillion dollar fraud scheme led by a criminal organization with ties to Nigeria, targeting the 
unemployment insurance system.” According to the Secret Service alert, “there are cases in Washington state, 
Fiorida, North Carolina, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Oklahoma, and Wyoming.” 


Journalists Miss Reference In Name Of Trump Camp’s Web Site Attacking Biden. 


The Washington Examiner (5/18, Larsen, 448K} reports, “A Trump campaign parody website that mocked one of 
Joe Biden’s verbal stumbles caused confusion among journalists and commentators who did not understand the 
reference. The website and first video revealed Monday is titled ‘Truth over Facts,’ which a press release 
described as ‘an investigative websiie aimed at uncovering the truth behind Joe Biden's never-ending, seemingly 
incomprehensible statements during his third, plodding campaign for president.’ ... The tile of the project is a 
reference to when” Biden, visiting iowa in August of last year, said while criticizing President Trump, “We choose 
truth over facts.” The Examiner adds, “Some journalists and commentators,” including Vox’s Ezra Klein and 
CNBC's Christina Wilkie, among others, “appeared to not get the reference, mistaking it to be a literal extension 
of... Trump's attacks on reporters and news outlets or a rejection of facts.” 

On its website, Fox News (5/18, Steinhauser, 27.59M) reports, “The video ~ made to look like a television 
investigative report — is hosted by Trump campaign communications director Tim Murtaugh, who's a former focal 
TV anchor and reporter. ‘The American people deserve to know the truth behind Joe Biden’s delirious and 
nonsensical claims on the carnpaign trail,’ Murtaugh said. When he’s mangling the text of the Declaration of 
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Independence or calling someone a ‘lying, dog-faced pony soldier,’ is he really speaking a language that only he 
and a select group of others understand?” 


Biden Tabs Trump “President Tweety.” 


Breitbart (5/18, Alic, 673K) reports that Joe Biden “iook a shot at President Donald Trump’s relentless social 
media use on Monday by wryly attempting fo christen him ‘President Tweety.’ Biden, who just last week claimed 
he was resisting giving the president a nickname, floated the new epithet during a video appearance before the 
AAPI Victory Fund, a Super PAC working to mobilize Asian American voters ahead of the 2020 election. ‘Trump 
is oul there tweeting again this morning, | call him ‘President Tweety,” Biden said” before blasting “Trump’s push 
to reopen the economy amid the COVID19 pandemic. ‘How are we supposed to [reopen] if you're sitting on the 
money small businesses need in order to stay alive?’ ‘Stop tweeting about it,’ the former vice president added. 
‘Get the money out to main street now.” 


NYTimes Analysis: Trump Campaign Trying To Depress Minority Voter Turnout. 


The New York Times (5/18, At, Wines, 18.61M) reporis that “the Republican Party, the Trump campaign and 
conservative activists are mounting an aggressive national effort to shape who gets to vote in November ~ and 
whose ballots are counted.” The Times says that the GOP “program, which has gained steam in recent weeks, 
envisions recruiting up to 50,000 volunteers in 15 key states to monitor polling places and challenge ballots and 
voters deemed suspicious.” There is “a $20 million pian that also allots millions to challenge lawsuits by 
Democrats and voting-rights advocates seeking to loosen state restrictions on balloting.” The Times says “its 
premise is that a Republican victory in November is imperiled by widespread voter fraud,” but “Democrats and 
voting rights advocaies say the driving factor is politics, not fraud — especially since [President] Trump’s narrow 
win in 2016 underscored the potentially crucial value of depressing turnout by Democrats, particularly minorities.” 


Battleground-State Republicans Worried About Trump’s Reelection Prospects. 


Politico (5/18, isenstact, 4.29M) reports that “among swing-state Republicans” there is “widespread 
apprehension” regarding President Trump's re-election prospects. Politico says, “Many fret that Trump’s hopes 
are now hitched to the pandemic; others point to demographic changes in once-reliably red states and to the 
challenge of running against a hard-to-define Democratic opponent who appeals to a wide swath of voters.” 
Politico says “most of the GOP's attention is focused on a trifecta of Rust Belt states that catapulted Trump to the 
presidency, but where he now irails,” and “Republicans, including Trump’s own advisers, are most concerned 
about Michigan. A Fox News survey taken last month showed Biden leading by & percentage poinis.” Politico 
adds, “Two recent internal Republican surveys similarly had Trump trailing, but by smaller margins.” 

MeClatchy Analysis: Return Of Arpaio May Hurt Trump in Arizona. McClatchy (5/18, Catanese, 
19K) reports that as Trump seeks reelection, “Joe Arpaio is back, mounting a campaign for his old job as sheriff 
of Maricopa County — the nation’s fourth-most populous county that could determine the outcome of the 
presidential election not justin Arizona, but nationally. Republicans are warily eyeing the return of the 87-year- 
old Arpaio, who was pardoned by the president in 2077 for defying a court order and still calls Trump his ‘hero.’ 
Democrais, meanwhile, view Arpaio's crushing 13-point loss in 2016 as a harrowing omen for Trump this fall in a 
state that is quickly emerging as one of the most competitive 2020 batilegrounds.” McCiatchy says “the 
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possibility of Arpaio reappearing on the Republican ticket with Trump could further alienate the moderate 
suburban women and volers of color Democrats need to mobilize to win Arizona for the first time since 1996.” 


Polls Show Trump Holds Voter-Enthusiasm Edge Over Biden. 


The Washington Examiner (5/18, Ross, 448K) reporis that polling shows “enthusiasm among Republicans 
surrounding [President Trump's] 2020 reelection campaign remains very high,” while Joe Biden has been 
“struggling to sicke passion among the Democratic Party faithful.” The Examiner says that a Rasmussen poll out 
last week found that among “Republicans, 70% believe Trump should be the nominee compared to 23% who 
believe another should take his place.” Among Democrats, “54% believe Biden should be the nominee relative to 
28% who would prefer someone else. A whopping 18% of likely Democratic voters remain unsure. ... At the end 
of March, an ABC News-Washington Post poll revealed that ‘74 percent of those supporting Biden are doing so 
enthusiastically, compared to 86 percent of Trump supporters.’ And an April Emerson College poll showed that 
Republican voters are far more excited about voting for Trump than Democratic voters are for Biden.” 

WTimes Analysis: 2020 Race Becomes Obama-Trump Battie, With Biden in The 
Sackground. The Washington Times (5/18, McLaughlin, 492K) reports, “Forget about Joseph R. Biden. The 
race for The White House in 2020 looks more and more like a contest between President Trump and his 
predecessor Barack Obama,” who “has returned to politics with a vengeance, inserting himself in ways 
previously unthinkable for those who have occupied the Oval Office and calling his successor a lawless 
incompetent.” In doing so, says the Times, Obama “has upstaged his former sidekick and shifted the narrative of 
the 2020” contest “from ‘Biden takes on Trump’ to ‘Obama era versus the Trump years.’ It’s a recast of the 
contest welcomed by Mr. Trump, who is more than happy to talk about how his administration's efforts have 
been held back by the failings and political machinations of” Obama “on everything from the economy to the 
coronavirus pandemic to the Russia investigation.” 

Under the headline “Obama’s Trump Attacks Electrify Democrats, Anger GOP,” The Hill (5/18, Parnes, 
2.98M) reports, “In recent days, Obama, with his legacy on the line, has made a point of taking on Trump head- 
on after remaining quiet throughout much of the president’s time in office. ‘It basically amounts to more than 
three years of slaying quiet and remaining on the sidelines building fo this moment of ‘Hey Trump, we're over 
your fexpletive],” an Obama administration aide said of the former president’s recent actions.” The Hill adds, 
“Democratic strategisis say Obama’s public remarks are helpful to Biden and the party because they believe they 
draw a favorable contrast between his administration and Trump’s White House.” However, Trump “seems 
happy to have Obama as his main foil in the general election. He knows this election isn’t just a referendum on 
his own White House but with Biden on the ballot, itis also about Obama’s administration.” 


RNC Chief McDaniel: “We Will Not Be Holding A Virtual Convention.” 


The AP (5/18, Riccardi} reporis that RNC chief Ronna McDaniel “said Monday that ithe party ‘will not be holding a 
virtual convention,’ pledging that the presidential nominating convention in late August will be conducted at least 
partly in-person. The coronavirus outbreak forced Democrats to move their convention from July to August, and 
it's stil unclear whether that event will be entirely online. On a call with reporters about election lawsuits, 
McDaniel initially demurred when asked about the GOP gathering, slated for Aug. 24-27 in Chariotte, North 
Carolina.” She said, “i's quite a ways away, and there’s ample time for us to adjust, if necessary.” However, “in 
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response to a question about the Minnesota Republican Party's online convention possibly being disrupted by 
hackers, McDaniel said: “We will not be holding a virtual convention.” 

The Hill (5/18, Kiar, 2.98M) reporis, “In April McDaniel said the GOP was ‘Tull steam ahead!’ with a planned 
full-scale convention, renouncing an NBC report at the time that alterations were being considered.” The 
Washington Examiner (5/18, Halaschak, 448K) reports, “In April, McDaniel said the process was still Tull steam 
ahead.’ ‘A virtual convention is not on the tabie for us. So, no matter what, we will be having a physical 
convention - or a physical nominating process,’ she told the Washington Examiner ai the time.” 

NY¥Times Report: “Vast Majority” Of Democratic Delegates Don't Want To Atfend 
Convention. The New York Times (5/18, Epstein, 18.61M) reports that “three months before their national 
convention is to kick off in Milwaukee, Democratic Party officials are planning for three scenarios depending on 
the severity of the coronavirus pandemic at the time,” and “many of the delegates don’t want to go.” The Times 
says, “Interviews with 59 members of the Democratic National Committee and superdelegaies...found that the 
vast majority of them don’t want to risk their own health or the health of others by traveling to Milwaukee and 
congregaling inside the convention facilities,” and “even those who plan to go had reservations.” The Times adds 
that Democratic officials “have outlined three contingencies, people familiar with the planning say: a full 
convention, ff health conditions permit; a mostly virtual convention that features a limited in-person presence in 
Milwaukee, or an entirely remote convention.” 


Latest Hires Will See RNC With 1,100 Staff Members In Critical 2020 States. 


In an online article, Fox News (5/18, Steinhauser, 27.59M) reports, “The RNC on Monday announced the hiring 
of 300 additional staffers for Trump Victory, which is the joint field effort between the national party and the 
Trump reelection campaign. The new wave of people — who will be deployed by June — will bring to 1,100 the 
number of staffers in nearly two-dozen states being targeted in November's general election.” RNC chief of staff 
Richard Waiters is quoted as saying, “The RNC continues to invest in the most expansive data-driven field 
program, digital operation and party infrastructure in history. These unprecedented efforts are building a political 
juggernaut that will deliver Republican victories up and down the ballot in November, starting with President 
Trump.” Axios (5/18, Allen, 527K) briefly reporis on the story. 


Once Confident Liberals Suffer String Of Setbacks In Democratic Party. 


Politico (5/18, Thompson, 4.29M} reports, “On the eve of the Nevada caucuses in February, Bernie Sanders and 
his supporters were feeling invincible,” with the Vermont Senator writing in a tweet, “I’ve got news for the 
Democratic establishment. They can’t stop us.” Politico says, “Since then, not only did the ‘establishment siap 
Sanders — it stamped out the candidacies of a string of left-wing insurgents, leaving the progressive movement 
reeling and in a state of despair.” Politico adds, “The abrupt reversal of fortune has prompted introspection 
among many lefi-wing activists, who only three months ago were confident that the future of the Dernocratic 
Pariy was theirs.” 


Wall Street Executives Lobbying For Top Defense, Treasury Posts In A Biden 
Administration. 


Bloomberg (5/18, 4.73M} reports that “Wail Street's Democratic insiders, who have been cutting checks and 
winning access for decades, say they have plenty of sway in” Joe Biden’s “orbit, despite his very public wooing of 
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the progressive left. Some finance veterans have even begun to think about the spots they might land in 
Washington if Biden wins.” Bloomberg adds, “lf Biden wins in November, one top Wall Street executive is hoping 
to get a position in the Defense Department, and a veteran of a global bank wouldn't be interested in anything 
but the top Treasury spot, they said, asking not to be named.” 


Attorney For Reade Sends “Cease And Desist” Letter To Critic. 


Politico (5/18, Korecki, 4.29M) reporis that an attorney for Tara Reade, a former aide to then-Sen. Joe Biden who 
has accused Biden of sexually assaulting her in 1993, “have sent a ‘cease and desis! letter to one of her most 
outspoken critics, the owner of a not for profit who has publicly accused Reade of being ‘manipulative’ and ‘a 
liar.’ Lynn Hummer, the owner of Pregnant Mare Rescue in Santa Cruz County, Calif. where Reade volunteered 
from 2014-2016, received a letter from Reade’s lawyers dated May 17, calling on her to stop making comments 
‘to the media and online’ about Reade, which they call false and defamatory.” Politico says Hummer has cast 
“Reade as dishonest in media interviews...and on social media, accusing her of taking advantage of the not for 
profit. Hummer has said that Reade charged Pregnant Mare Rescue for a cosily veterinarian bill that serviced 
Reace’s personal horse.” 


Senate Leadership Fund Reserves Over $10M In TV Ad Time To Boost Daines. 


The Washington Examiner (5/18, Drucker, 448K) reports that the Senate Leadership Fun, a super PAC run by 
allies of Senate Majority Leader McConnell, “is investing a sizable $10.1 million in Montana as Republicans 
move to rebuff the expanding Democratic threat to GOP contro! of the Senate.” The group “is reserving television 
advertising to air across Montana beginning Sept. 8 that will run for the balance of the fall campaign,” according 
to “an official with the super PAC.” The move “comes on the heels of public opinion polling showing popular Gov. 
Steve Bullock, a Democrat, with a big lead over Republican Sen. Steve Daines less than six months ahead of 
Election Day.” 

The Hill (5/18, Wilson, 2.98M) reporis that the term-limited Bullock “was a late entry into the race after his 
presidential campaign flamed out. His decision run has given Democrats the chance to put another seat in play 
as they seek to win back control. Bullock has received plaudits for a rapid response to the coronavirus crisis in 
Montana, where only 468 people have tesied positive.” Even so, Daines “will prove a formidable incumbent, 
especially with President Trump at the top of the ticket. Trump beat Hillary Clinton in Montana by a 20-point 
margin in 2016." 


NYTimes Analysis: Occupy Democrats Facebook Page Counterweight To Right-Wing. 


The New York Times (5/18, Corasaniti, 18.61M) reports Occupy Democrats, a Facebook page that Mexican 
immigrants Rafael and Omar Rivero started eight years ago, is “quickly emerging as a counterweight to the 
dominance of right-wing online sites.” The twins have reached “a digital dominance rarely seen among liberals — 
one that keeps pace with viral news sites and regularly oulperforms President Trump’s own page, as weil as the 
Daily Caller, Fox News and other right-wing websites or personalities.” Now, “what was once a hobby between 
gigs has grown into a full-fledged, full-time operation with five additional staffers.” 


Michelle Obama And MTV To Host Virtual Proms For Graduating High School Students. 


GADB0000003536 


The New York Times (5/18, Hauser, 18.61M) reports that former first lady Michelle Obama is parinering with 
MTV to provide virtual prom celebrations for graduating high school studenis. The event is “being held in 
partnership with When We All Vote, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization for which Ms. Obama is a co-chair, to 
increase voter participation in every election.” 


Copyright 2626 by Bulletin intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, social-media platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to the respective platform's terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NiH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.com, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 
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Trump Mobilizing U.S. Military To Deliver Coronavirus Vaccine. 


Reuters (5/14, Heavey, Chiacu) reports “President Donald Trump is mobilizing the US. military fo distribute a 
novel coronavirus vaccine when one becomes available and will focus first on older Americans.” Trump said on 
Fox Business Network, “You know it's a massive job to give this vaccine. ... Our military is now being mobilized 
so al the end of the year, we're going to be able to give it to a lot of people very, very rapidly.” Trump “said he 
believes there will be a vaccine by the end of the year and the United States is mobilizing ‘our military and other 
forces’ on that assumption.” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “said the idea that there will be a vaccine available 
by next fall, when schools and universities resume classes, was ‘a bridge too far.” 

Additional Sources. Similarly, CBS News (5/14, Watson, 3.68M) reports “Trump says he would ‘rapidly’ 
mobilize the U.S. military to distribute a coronavirus vaccine once it’s ready, focusing first on nursing homes and 
the elderly.” Trump stated, “We will have a tremendous force because assuming we get ft, then you have to 
distribute it. ... And unless you’re mobilized and ready, you're not going to be able to do it for a long time. So 
we're starting now.” 

Also reporting on the story are The Hill (5/14, Deese, 2.98M) and Newsweek (5/14, Fink, 1.53M). 


Fauci Loses Support From Republicans After Trump Criticism, Poll Shows. 


Forbes (5/14, Brewster, 9.77M) reports “Republicans are increasingly less supportive and trusting of’ NIAID 
Director “Anthony Fauci, a new poll shows, a sign that criticism from GOP lawmakers (including [President] 
Trump) and right-wing media — who have bristled at Fauci’s warnings about reopening too quickly — may be 
having an effect on public opinion among conservatives.” The CBS News poll “found Fauci’s unfavorable rating 
among Republicans has climbed to 31% in May, up from just 12% in April.” Trusting the health expert “has also 
become partisan: 83% of Democrats say they trust Fauci while just 51% of Republicans say they do.” 

Additional Sources. CNN (5/14, 83.16M) says in an analysis that “Trump's repudiation of Dr. Anthony 
Fauci has long been probable. Once the trusted doctor warned of the hurnan cost of Trump’s push to quickly 
reopen the country, it became inevitable.” On Wednesday, “Trump broke with Fauci...over the infectious disease 
expert’s warnings that getting businesses and schools back open too quickly would lead to unnecessary 
suffering and death.” Trump said, “l was surprised by his answer, actually. ... ll’s just —- to me it’s not an 
acceptable answer, especially when it comes to schools.” 

in a separate analysis, CNN (5/14, Liptak, 83.16M)} says that “in the Cabinet Room Wednesday and in a 
Fox Business Network interview aired Thursday, President Donald Trump is finally airing publicly the complaints 
about’ Fauci “that officials say he’s been airing privately for weeks.” The health expert's “critics on Fox and in 
Congress are adjusting their complainis about him to reflect the type of criticisrn they know appeals to Trump.” 
However, firing Fauci “would require Trump instructing Fauci’s direct boss (Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar) to fire him for cause, of which there isn’t really one.” 

The Hill (5/14, Chalfant, 2.98M} reports “Trump said in an interview aired on Fox Business early Thursday 
that he was criticized by ‘everybody,’ including Anthony Fauci, for restricting travel to China to slow the spread of 
the novel coronavirus.” Trump said, “I was criticized by everybody, including Dr. Fauci. | put in a wall. We putin a 
pretty strong wail. Only a small number of people were allowed in and they were all U.S. citizens.” 
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Without Wearing A Mask, Trump Tours Pennsylvania Mask Distribution Center. 


Reuters (5/14) reports that “without wearing a face mask himself, President Donald Trump toured a mask 
distribution center in Pennsylvania on Thursday and announced plans to replenish the U.S. strategic stockpile of 
medical equipment depleted by the coronavirus outbreak.” Trump “has resisted wearing a mask in public despiie 
his administration’s guidance to Americans to wear them and new White House rules requiring that staff wear 
them at work.” He “toured the Owens & Minor Inc distribution center, which the White House said has sent 
millions of N95 masks, surgical gowns and gloves to hospitals and surgery centers across the United States. 
Company officials wore masks.” 

Additional Sources. USA Today (5/14, Subramanian, Jackson, 10.31M) reports “Trump told a group of 
Pennsylvania factory employees Thursday their Democratic governor, Tom Wolf, should ‘start opening up a little 
bit,’ continuing to press an end to social distancing restriclions as he eyes reopening the siruggling US. 
economy.” Trump said at the distribution center, “We have to get your governor of Pennsylvania to start opening 
up a little bit. You have areas of Pennsylvania that are barely affected, and they want to keep them closed. You 
cart do that.” The piece mentions that HHS Secretary Alex Azar was wearing a face covering during the visil. 

CNN (5/14, Liptak, 83.16M)} reports “Trump's quick trip to Allentown highlighted a medical equipment 
distribution company, where he trumpeted his administration’s record on ramping up testing and improving 
supply chains for personal protective equipment and ventilators.” The President “laced his speech with 
complaints about how his response to the virus has been covered in the media and lobbed barbs at former Vice 
President Joe Biden, who was born in Scranton.” 

Forbes (5/14, Perez, 9.71M) reports “Trump announced he was invoking the Defense Production Aci to 
direct the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) — an agency he signed into being in 2018 
that Invests in economic development programs in developing countries — fo finance domestic companies.” 
Trump “lavished praise on healthcare workers, saying ‘They're running into death just like soldiers run into 
bulleis.”” 

The Hill (5/14, Samuels, Hellmann, 2.98M) reports “Trurmp boasted about the United States’ testing 
capabilities during remarks at a Pennsylvania medical equipment disiribution center, where he announced the 
country has administered 10 million tests since the outbreak began.” Trump said, “We have the best testing in 
the world. ... Could be that testing’s, frankly, overrated. Maybe it is overrated.” 

Politico (5/14, Ward, 4.29M) reports Trump also said, “When you test, you have a case. When you test, you 
find something is wrong with people. if we didn't do any testing, we would have very few cases.” The President 
“said the news media had refused to report his ‘common sense’ explanation for the country’s high case 
numbers.” 

The Washington Times (5/14, Boyer, 492K) reports Trump “faulted the Obama administration, and 
Democratic rival Joseph R. Biden, for leaving the U.S. unprepared for the coronavirus crisis.” Meanwhile, “Rick 
Bright, a [former] top coronavirus vaccine researcher at the National Institutes of Health, testified in Congress 
Thursday that the adminisiration ignored his warnings earlier this year io prepare for the pandemic.” 

NJ News (5/74, Salant, 1.72M) reports on the story, and adds that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “said 
he was worried about states reopening ioo soon in testimony before the Senate Health Commitiee on Tuesday.” 
= (5/14, story 2, 1:05, Muir, 


=| (5/14, story 3, 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh 
7.42M), the CBS Evening News = (5/14, story 2, 0:30, O'Donnell, 5.25M), NBC Nightly New: 
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0:15, Holt, 7.88M), the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M)}, another piece in The Hill (5/14, Samuels, 2.98M), 
Newsday (NY) (5/14, 932K}, the New York Daily News (5/14, Sommerfeldt, 2.52M), and the Allentown (PA) 
Morning Call (5/14, Olson, Merlin, 555K). 


Put Rand Paul In The Penalty Box. 


Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) columnist Karen Tumulty writes that itis “too bad the Senate, unlike a hockey 
rink, doesn’t have a penalty box. Because that is where Kentucky Republican Rand Paul would be sitting, rather 
than in a hearing room lecturing the nation’s leading infectious-disease expert that he isn’t the ‘end-all.” When 
NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “testified this week before the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee, Paul recited data that he claimed [suggest] the government’s response to the...novel coronavirus 
pandemic has been too cautious.” Turnully concludes, “Paul, of all people, should know that impetuous decisions 
can put a lot of others at unnecessary risk.” 


France Angered By Suggestion U.S. Would Get First Access To Coronavirus Vaccine By 
French Pharma Company Sanofi. 


The Washington Post (5/14, McAuley, 14.2M) reports France's government said “It would be ‘unacceptable’ for 
French pharmaceutical giant Sanofi to give the United States first access to a potential COVID-19 vaccine.” The 
comments carne in response to statemenis by CEO Paul Hudson, who said “the U.S. government has the right 
to the largest preorder because it’s invested in taking the risk.” The piece suggests that “Hudson's commenis 
and further messaging from Sanofi on Thursday may be part of an effori io prod European governmenis to invest 
more in vaccine research.” However, “by Thursday morning, the company appeared to be backpedaling 
somewhat.” On this point, “Olivier Bogillot, head of Sanofi’s French division, told France’s BFMTV network that 
the vaccine would be available to Europeans at the same time as Americans if the European Union were as 
‘efficient? @ partner.” 

Additional Sources, Reuters (5/14, Brosse, Heavey) reports National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases Director Anthony Fauci “on Tuesday said a vaccine would not likely be available by the autumn but that 
he was cautiously optimistic there would eventually be one.” 

Forbes (5/14, Beer, 9.71M) reporis, “The U.S. expanded a vaccine partnership with the drugrmaker in 
February, and Sanofi has received $30 million from an office of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.” 

Similar coverage of the comments by Hudson, the French government's response, and an apparent walk 
back of that initial comments is covered by the Wall Street Journal (5/14, Bisserbe, Roland, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M)}, the Associated Press (5/14, Corbet), Reuters (5/14, Andre, Brosse), Reuters (5/14, Blamont, 
White), The Hill (5/14, Coleman, 2.98M), Forbes (5/14, Beer, 9.71M), Newsweek (5/14, Czachor, 1.53M), 
Endpoints News (5/13, Mast}, FiercePharma (5/14, Sagonowsky}, STAT (5/14, Silverman, 24K}, the Economic 
Times (IND) (5/14, 1.81M)}, and Bloomberg Law (5/14, Serafino, Subscription Publication, 4}. 


After Wisconsin Court Ruling, Crowds Liberated And Thirsty Descend On Bars. ‘We’re The 
Wild West,’ Gov. Tony Evers Says. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Flynn, 14.2M) reports, “On Wednesday night in the heart of downtown Platteville, 
Wis., just hours after the Wisconsin Supreme Court threw out the state's stay-at-home order,” some bars were 
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“packed wail to wall.” Wisconsin’s “high court sided Wednesday with Republican legislators who sued the Evers 
administration in April, finding that the Democratic governor ‘cannot rely on emergency powers indefinitely’ as the 
pandemic drags on for months.” in an opinion, “Justice Rebecca Bradley cited Korematsu v. United States, in 
which the Supreme Court allowed the internment of Japanese Americans as a way to ‘rernind the state that 
urging courts to approve the exercise of extraordinary power during times of emergency may lead to 
extraordinary abuses of its cilizens.” 

Adaftional Sources. USA Today (5/14, Jansen, 10.31M) reports that the decision “added fuel Thursday 
to a widening U.S. debate over how and when to lift restrictions put in place to limit the spread of the 
coronavirus.” However, “health experts such as Dr. Anthony Fauci,” maintain the lockdowns have saved lives. 

The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Calfas, Gershman, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that local 
governments throughout Wisconsin are now trying to implement their own new public health guidelines following 
the court's decision. 

CNN (5/14, Bradner, 83.16M) and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (5/14, Hauer, 632K) also report. 
Wisconsin Governor Predicts Confusion Following State Supreme Court Ruling. Reuters 
(5/14, Gorman, Bernstein) reports, “Wisconsin's governor on Thursday predicted confusion among residenis and 

[businesses] after the state supreme court struck down his sweeping stay-at-home order, fueling a growing 
political divide over how and when to reopen the shattered U.S. economy.” The decision, “which found that 
Governor Tony Evers and state health officials did not have the authority to unilaterally confine residents to their 
homes or bar them from work, marked the first time such coronavirus restrictions had been overtumed in the 
United States.” 

Newsweek (5/14, Jarvis, 1.53M) reports, “President Donald Trump has hailed the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
decision to overturn coronavirus lockdown measures in the state as a ‘win.” 

U.S. News & World Report (5/14, Smith, 2.4M) also reports. 


NIH Starts Study Testing Combination Of Azithromycin And Hydroxychloroquine For 
Treatment Of COVID-19. 


Reuters (5/14, Erman, Maddipatia} reports the NIH announced it started a study io evaluate the combination of 
azithromycin and hydroxychioroquine for the treatment of COVID-19. The National Institute of Allergy and 
infectious Diseases “is sponsoring the trial, which is being conducted by the NIAID-funded AIDS Clinical Trials 
Group (ACTG),” 

Adaftional Sources. The Hill (5/14, Hellmann, 2.98M) reports NIAID Director Anthony Fauci said, “We 
urgently need a safe and effective treatment for COVID-19. Repurposing existing drugs is an attractive option 
because these medications have undergone extensive testing, allowing them to move quickly into clinical trials 
and accelerating their potential approval for COVID-19 treatment.” 

Also reporting are Bloomberg Law (5/14, Kiimasinska, Subscription Publication, 4K) and Fox News (5/74, 
Carbone, 27.59M). 


Trump’s Marks For Handling COVID-19 Outbreak Decline - CBS News Poll. 


CBS News (5/14, Khanna, 3.68M) reporis that according io a CBS News poil, “Americans continue to say they 
trust medical professionals for virus information, but Republicans also rank President Trump about as highly 
among their trusted sources, even as others give him his lowest marks to date for handling the outbreak.” 
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Furthermore, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “is trusted by most and viewed favorably by a three-fo-one 
margin, but he now draws split opinions among Republicans, driven by increasingly negative views from 
conservatives.” Views of “Trump’s handling of the outbreak continue to drop from March and are now the lowest 
he has received.” 

Additional Source. Newsweek (5/14, Lemon, 1.53M)} reports that “the number of Americans saying 
Trump is doing a ‘bad job’ handling the pandemic has increased by 10 points since March.” Meanwhile, “the 
number of Americans who trust Trump for information about the outbreak currently stands at 38 percent, while 62 
percent of respondenis say they do not trust the president about it.” 


Researchers Working On Remdesivir Cocktail. 


On the CBS Evening News = (5/14, story 8, 2:05, 5.25M), Norah O’Donnell reported on “a so-called [treatment] 
‘cocktall’ [that] has entered a new phase.” CBS’ Jon Lapook reported a research team is “combining remdesivir 
to stop the virus from multiplying with a powerful anti-inflammatory drug, a so-called ‘immune modulator’ that 
aims to prevent organ damage by calming down an inflamed immune sysiem. The remdesivir stops the virus 
from replicating inside the cell, and the immune modulator puts out the fire.” CBS quotes National institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci regarding past struggles to find drugs for treating HIV. 


Who Needs Science When We Have Trump’s Tremendous Instincts? 


Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) columnist Michael Gerson writes that President “Trump’s version of populism has 
always included skepticism of medical consensus.” Trump “has a long history of rusting his gui on scientific 
matters on which he has little knowledge.” These tendencies “are now emerging in the midst of a public health 
crisis. We have a president who is increasingly critical of advice from infectious disease experts, and who seems 
increasingly skeptical of the reported death total from covid-19.” Gerson adds that “Tucker Carison questions 
whether” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “is ‘right about the science’ and calls him a ‘buffoon.” Gerson 
concludes, “It does not prove your conservatism, your populism or your patriotism to needlessly endanger your 
neighbor.” 


Dr. Deborah Birx Wins Praise For Managing The White House’s Coronavirus Message And 
Trump. 


USA Today (8/14, Hielmgaard, Jackson, 10.31M) reports that “while it’s too early to draw conclusions about 
whether” Dr. Deborah “Birx’s influence has been diminished, she remains one of the major public faces of the 
administration's coronavirus response.” The role has “brought her praise — for her command of public health 
minutia as well as criticism — for appearing, at times, to fail to run sufficient interference on Trump’s mixed, erratic 
and often incorrect messages about the outbreak.” Birx “has managed to maintain her composure — and 
sometimes correct Trump’s misinformation — without triggering the wrath of the president or his supporters.” 
Birx'’s name has even “surfaced as a potential replacement for” HHS Secretary Alex Azar. The piece adds that 
“Birx is one of two Obama administration-appointed health officials working for Trump. The other is” NIH Director 
Francis Collins ~ NIAID Director Anthony Fauci's “boss.” 


Trump Predicts Coronavirus Vaccine Will Come This Year. 
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U.S. News & World Report (5/14, Smith-Schoenwalder, 2.4M) says President “Trump on Thursday said that he 
expects a coronavirus vaccine by the end of 2020, which is a faster timeline than many health officials have 
predicted.” The President stated, “I think we’re going to have a vaccine by the end of the year.” Trump “added 
that distribution of the vaccine ‘wil take place almost simultaneously’ because he is mobilizing the military to help 
with the process.” His “comments come just a couple days after” NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci told Congress 
that the idea of having therapeutics or a vaccine ready ‘to facilitate the reentry of students into the fall term would 
be something that would be a bit of a bridge too far.” 

Addfional Source. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (5/14, Darnell, 895K) reports that during “an 
interview on FOX Business Network, Trump...said he disagrees with" Fauci, “who told a Senate commitiee 
earlier this year itis unlikely a vaccine would be ready in time for the school year.” 


Public Health School Deans Urge Trump To Triple Coronavirus Testing Or Face Cycles Of 
Shutdown. 


Newsweek (5/15, Martin, 1.53M) reports that four public health school deans on Thursday all signed individual 
statements urging the Trump Administration Thursday to use the Defense Production Act to require businesses 
to create more testis for the novel coronavirus. Newsweek adds, “Testing capacity for the coronavirus has been 
called a priority for reopening the country safely, including U.S. schools.” National institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci told a Senate panel on Tuesday that “he wasn’t sure if schools 
should reopen in the fall.” 


California Tells Hospitals To Consider Having A Lottery For Sought-After Covid-19 Drug. 


CNN (5/14, Cohen, Azad, Klein, 83.16M) reports that all 50 states “should have received shipments of the Covid- 
19 drug remdesivir earlier this week, according to audio obtained by CNN of a call between federal officials and 
governors.” But there’s “not nearly enough to go around, and on Monday, one state health department directed 
hospitals to consider holding a lottery for scarce medications.” As part of its guidance, the California Department 
of Public Health “suggests that ‘random allocation among patients be considered,’ such as ‘using a lottery 
system to select a certain proportion of palienis who become eligible for the drug.’” According to CNN, “It’s been 
a little over two weeks since top health expert Dr. Anthony Fauci first announced that a large study showed 
remdesivir worked against Covid-719, calling it the new ‘standard of care’ for patients.” 


Large Majority Of Americans Say Country Lags In Testing Availability: POLL. 


ABC News (5/15, Karson, 2.97M) reports strong majorities of Americans “believe the country lacks sufficient 
testing and are also skeptical about returning to pre-pandemic activities, including sending kids back to school,” 
according to a new ABC News/Ipsos poll released on Friday. According to ABC, “nearly three in four Americans 
believe there are not enough tests available in the United Siates, compared to only 26% who said there is 
adequate testing available right now.” The new poll comes as National institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases Dr. Anthony Fauci this week “warned lawmakers that reopening schools and businesses too quickly 
could trigger an outbreak, and possibly stifle the road to economic recovery.” 


States Are Letting Stay-At-Home Orders Expire, Regardless Of Virus Metrics. 
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Politico (5/15, McCaskill, 4.29M) reports, “Stay-ai-home orders or business restrictions are set to expire” in a 
dozen states across ihe US, leaving state and local leaders to “grapple with whether to extend expiring stay-al- 
home orders or assess how much their reopening strategies are fueling new health risks” associated with 
COVID-19. Public health experts, including National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony 
Fauci, “have warned that the virus will continue to spread as more people begin leaving their homes, noting the 
difficulty of maintaining physical distancing in certain spaces as Americans return to their normal pre-pandemic 
activities.” 


Is Anthony Fauci Today’s Galileo Galilei, The Champion Of Science? 


In an opinion piece for STAT (5/14, 24k), astrophysicist Mario Livio says that as he waiches NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci defend “science and scientific integrity...on the news, | think of another ‘battler who ultimately had 
the last word.” Livio compares Fauci to Galileo Galilei, who was “sentenced to confinement by the Roman 
Inquisition because he was ‘vehemently suspected of heresy.” That supposed heresy “was his support of the 
Copernican system of planetary movement.” Livio concludes, “lt took the Catholic Church more than 350 years to 
admit that Galileo was right. We can’t afford to wait that long to find out that Fauci is right.” 


Trump’s Plan To Limit The Pandemic’s Death Toll: Undercount The Numbers. 


In an opinion piece for Vox (5/14, 2.27M}, senior correspondent Matthew Yglesias writes that “experis have a 
range of ideas to suppress the Covid-19 pandemic, save lives, and avert new waves of economic misery.” 
However, President “Trump seems to be embracing another plan — massaging the numbers to make 
inconvenient deaths go away.” Still, “experts believe the problem with the numbers is the opposite — official 
statistics understate the Covid-19 death toll.” Yalesias adds that on Tuesday, NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci 
expressed the view of most public health professionals that even with the attempted adjustment for probable 
cases, the official numbers still underestimate the true death toll.” Yglesias concludes that “a strategy focused on 
juking the stats is overwhelmingly likely to end with more real-world deaths than necessary.” 


Fox News Dumps Coronavirus Coverage For Anti-Obama Conspiracy Theory. 


In an analysis, CNN (5/14, Darcy, 83.16M) says that “if you woke up from a coma on Wednesday afternoon and 
flipped on Fox News, or checked the network’s website, you'd be forgiven if you had no idea the country is 
currently grappling with a pandemic killing tens-of-thousands of Americans and leaving millions more 
unemployed.” That is because Fox “largely ignored the virus in the afterncon and into its prime time 
programming.” After GOP “senators released a list of Obarna officials who sought to unmask the name of an 
unidentified American caught in intelligence reports, who turned out to be Michael Flynn, Fox News went all in on 
the story.” However, “when Fox News did find time to cover the coronavirus, it was done in part through the lens 
of criticizing” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Tensions Rise As Texas Governor Readies To Lift More Rules. 


The AP (5/15, Weber, Vertuno) reports that “few states are rebooting quicker than Texas, where stay-at-home 
orders expired May 1.” With coronavirus “cases still rising, including single-day highs of 1,458 new cases and 58 
deaths Thursday, Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has defended the pace by emphasizing steadying hospitalization 
rates and pointing out that Texas’ 1,200 deaihs are still behind similarly big states, including California and 
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Fiorida.” However, “on the cusp of even more restrictions ending Monday, including gyms cleared to reopen, a 
political confrontation is growing over attempis by big cities to keep some guardrails.” The revamped tensions 
come aia time when NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “warned Congress this week of ‘needless suffering and 
death’ f the U.S. moves too quickly.” 


Coronavirus Question: Let’s Say A Vaccine Proves Safe And Effective. Then What? 


In an editorial, USA Today (5/14, 10.31M) says that if a safe and effective coronavirus vaccine is developed, “the 
issues surrounding how to distribute vaccines present a number of troubling questions that are not getting nearly 
the attention they deserve. ... Even within the USA, there’s little evidence of a plan for how vaccines might be 
distributed in the early days when there are not enough to go around.” USA Today adds, “With scientists saying 
that one or more vaccines could complete triais as early as this fall, this is looking like one more area for which 
the nation is not fully prepared.” USA Today notes thai there are at least sight vaccines in clinical development, 
according to National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci. 


‘Re-Examine All The Evidence’: Rand Paul Demands Fauci Reconsider Position On School 
Closures. 


The Washington Examiner (5/14, Miller, 448K) reports “GOP Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul urged” NIAID Director 
“Anthony Fauci to reconsider his position that schools should remain closed in the fall to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus.” Paul tweeted, “Evidence-based scientisis around the world argue to open schools. ... Please re- 
examine ail the evidence Dr. Fauci!” The senator's “post came alongside an article from WIRED magazine with 
the headline, ‘The Case for Reopening Schools.” 


White House To ‘Reconfigure’ Coronavirus Task Force With An Emphasis On Reopening 
The Country. 


The Washington Examiner (5/14, Crilly, 448K) says the White House “will add more figures to its coronavirus 
task force before the end of the week...as if enters the crucial phase of trying to reopen the country safely.” 
According to a “senior administration official,” the additions would represent a “reconfiguring.” The official said, 
“There was an initial phase that was more focused on border elements and what are you doing with flights, what 
are you doing with cruise ships, and how do we do the best to delay its arrival here? The second phase was 
really more defined by healthcare experts and the strategy to miligate It and slow the spread. ... And now, | think 
we are sort of entering a new phase, which is, ‘How do you now safely reapen?’” The piece adds that Trump 
“has been under pressure from conservatives to reduce the influence of scientists on the panel, including” NIAID 
Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Remdesivir Distribution Causes Confusion, Leaves Some Hospitals Empty-Handed. 


NPR (5/14, Lupkin, 3.12M) reporis the federal government has begun distributing remdesivir, which the FDA has 
authorized for emergency use as a treatment for COVID-79, but some states and hospitals are confused “about 
why they've been left empty-handed.” Gilead Sciences, the manufacturer of the drug, “said it would donate its 
infial supply of the medicine,” but “the federal government is in charge of coordinating where the treatment is to 
be shipped.” National Instflute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci “stressed that the 
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study's result for remdesivir ‘was statistically significant but really modest. And we must remember it was only a 
modest resull showing that the drug made a 31% faster time to recovery.” 


Top Health Officials Vanish From National TV Interviews As White House Refocuses 
Messaging. 

CNN (5/74, Darcy, 83.16M)} reports “the nation’s top physicians have stopped appearing on national television for 
interviews as the White House exeris increased control over communications during the coronavirus pandemic 
and refocuses its message toward reopening the economy.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “appeared on CNN on 
May 4 for an interview with Chris Cuomo.” CDC Director Robert Redfield “has not appeared on national 
television since April 17 when he was interviewed on the ‘Today’ show on NBC News.” FDA Commissioner 
Stephen Hahn “has not appeared on national television since April 28 when he spoke with Fox News host Maria 
Bartiromo.” For his part, Surgeon General Jerome Adams “has not appeared on national television since April 17 
when he appeared on ‘Fox & Friends.” 


Trump Is Smearing Fauci. 


Wiliam Saletan writes for Slate (5/14, 1.58M) that the President “is smearing” NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 
The President “wants businesses and schools to reopen sooner than Fauci thinks is safe. So the president has 


fabricated a story about Fauci giving bad advice. Trump’s goal is to make the public think that Trump, not Fauci, 
knows best what to do about the novel coronavirus.” However, “his fabrication shows the opposite: While Fauci 
tells the truth, Trump tells lies.” 


Trump Admin Shoots The Messenger As Whistleblower Highlights Ongoing Issues. 


Matt Shuham writes for Talking Points Memo (5/14, 260K) that even as Dr. Rick Bright criticized the Trump 
Adminisiration’s COVID-19 response during his testimony, the Administration returned the favor. President 
Trump said, “With Bright's attitude...he ‘should no longer be working for our government!” Meanwhile, HHS “said 
Bright was ‘using his taxpayer-funded medical leave to work with partisan attorneys who are politicizing the 
response to COVID-19.”" Indeed, HHS Secretary Alex Azar, “speaking from the White House lawn in the middle 
of Bright's testimony, made a similar point. ‘While we're launching Operation Warp Speed, he’s not showing up 
for work io be part of that.” Shuham aiso mentions NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci. 


Trump Dismisses Fauci’s Warning Against Reopening Schools: ‘I Totally Disagree’. 


Cristina Cabrera writes for Talking Points Memo (5/14, 250K) that on Thursday, President Trump “rejected White 
House COVID-19 task force official Dr. Anthony Fauci’s assertion during a Senaie hearing that schools could not 
be expected to reopen by fall.” Trump said, “Anthony is a good person, very good person. ... !ve disagreed with 
him. When | closed the border to China, he disagreed with that, and then ultimately he agreed.” Trump added, “| 
totally disagree with [Fauci] on schoois.” 


Trump Is Blaming China For Coronavirus Even As He Employs The Same Authoritarian 
Tactics As Xi Jinping. 


John Haltiwanger writes for Business Insider (5/14, 3.67M} that President Trump “has essentially blamed China 
for the devastating scale of the coronavirus pandemic, slamming Beijing over its lack of transparency and 
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warning that the US could ‘cut off its relationship with the Asian country.” However, the President “is guilty of 
many of the same behaviors for which he’s condemned China, experts say,” given that his “response to COVID- 
19 has often mirrored the approach of authorilarian leaders like Chinese President Xi Jinping.” While “top public 
health officials like Dr. Anthony Fauci have said that a robust testing system is key to thwarting the virus, for 
example, Trump in early May said that too much testing for COVID-19 makes the US ‘look bad.” 


White House Press Secretary Disputes Poll That Show Americans Trust Dr. Fauci Much 
More Than Trump. 


Eliza Reiman writes for Business Insider (5/14, 3.67M) that on Thursday, “White House press secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany...disputed recent polling that found Americans trust Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious 
disease expert, significantly more than they trust President Donald Trurnp to provide accurate information about 
the coronavirus.” McEnany said during an interview, “I believe that the American people have a lot more trust in 
the president than that poll indicates. ... | believe the American people have great confidence in this president's 
leadership.” 


Column: We Shut Down The Economy To Make Progress Against COVID-19 — And Then 
Made No Progress. 


Los Angeles Times (5/14, 4.64M) columnist Michael Hilizik writes that “many people are getting fed up with the” 
coronavirus “lockdown, and not only because it throws millions of them out of work.” Hiltzik asserts that “we have 
made scant progress against the virus, or at least not nearly as much as the richest, most powerful and most 
technically adept nation on Earth should have made.” He adds that that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci 
“warned that states that reopen businesses and allow public gatherings too hastily while the pandemic is still in 
full cry could ‘trigger an outbreak that you may not be able to control.” Hiltzik concludes that President “Trump is 
getting what he seems to want: a nation mired in a chaos that benefits only those with the means to insulate 
themselves from the crisis. The rest of us can do nothing but gnash our teeth at a shutdown without end, amen.” 


Rand Paul Delivers A Magnificent Reality Smack To Anthony Fauci. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Times (5/14, 492K), Cheryl K. Chumiley writes that “in case you missed it: 
Sen. Rand Paul delivered a much-needed, long overdue, thankfully-finally-here reality check to” NIAID Director 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, reminding the health expert “in a Senate panel hearing earlier this week that hey now, hey 
guy, you're just a guy — and your expertise on viruses shouldn’t be taken as expertise on politics, government, 
economics, policy or the running of a nation and its peoples.” In other words, Chumiley says, “the Fauci influence 
over all walks of American life should fade.” 


Editorial: Fauci’s Caution On Schools Is Sound, No Matter What Non-Physician Trump 
Says. 


in an editorial, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (5/14, G85K) says “the latest battle between President Donald Trump 
and” NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci, like previous ones, boils down to ego-based conjecture versus science and 
fact.” Fauci “argues it would be reckless to rush children back into classrooms in the fall before dactors have a 
better grasp of the dangers.” Meanwhile, “Trump, whose training in medicine and epidemiology is exactly zero, 
says it’s lime to get back io class.” The Posi-Dispaich says, “In the battle between Fauci’s voice of caution 
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versus Trump’s call for throwing caution to the wind, we'll stick with the guy who actually knows what he’s talking 
about.” 


NIH Begins Trial To Determine How Effective Hydroxychloroquine. 


Newsweek (5/174, Slisco, 1.53M) reporis the National Institute of Alergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) is 
sponsoring “a clinical trial testing the effectiveness of combining antimalarial drug hydroxychioroquine with 
antibiotic azithromycin as a treatment for COVID-19.” The controlled trial “will involve 2,000 U.S. adults who are 
infected with the coronavirus and have sympioms like shoriness of breath, cough and fever.” NIAID Director Dr. 
Anthony Fauci said in a statement. “Although there is anecdotal evidence that hydroxychioroquine and 
azithromycin may benefit people with COVID-19, we need solid data from a large randomized, controlled clinical 
trial fo determine whether this experimental treatment is safe and can improve clinical outcornes.” 


Interferon Emerges As Potential Treatment For COVID-19. 


The Globe and Mail (CAN) (5/412, Semeniuk, 1.04M) reported that two newly reported trials show potential for a 
class of drugs called interferons as a therapy for COVID-19. Toronto’s University Health Network researcher 
Eleanor Fish, a “senior author on one of the studies, said thal awareness of interferon as a potential COVID-19 
treatment has been slow to bulld and should be prioritized for larger-scale clinical trials.” U.S. National Cancer 
Institute senior investigator Howard Young, “who has studied the anti-viral properties of interferon, echoed the 
need for more study.” Young “said an important question to be explored is whether mild versus more-severe 
cases of COVID-19 produce different responses to the drug.” 


U.S. Accuses Chinese-Born Researcher At Cleveland Clinic Of Ties To Chinese Spying. 


Reuters (5/14, Hosenball) reports the FBI arrested Chinese-bom former Cleveland clinic employee Dr. Qing 
Wang “on fraud charges related to $3.6 million in federal grants, the FBI said on Thursday, the lafest move in a 
U.S. crackdown on alleged attempts by China to steal American scientific advances.” Reuters adds, “Prosecutors 
said Wang accepted grants from the National institutes of Health without disclosing that he was serving at same 
time as dean of the College of Life Sciences and Technology at the Huazhong University of Science and 
Technology.” 

Additional Sources. NPR (5/14, Romo, 3.12M) reports, “The FBI claims Qing Wang...lied to receive 
more than $3.6 million in grants from the National Institutes of Health while also collecting money for the same 
research from the Chinese government.” 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer (5/14, Eaton, 895K} and the Daily Caller (5/14, Safi, 716K) also report. 


Talking In Enclosed Space Can Generate Droplets That Linger For Up 14 Minutes, Study 
Finds. 


ABC World News Tonigh 
talk loudly in an enclosed space with poor air flow, droplets in spit can float in the air for” & to 14 minutes with 


= 


= (5/14, story 8, 0:15, Muir, 7.42M) reporied new research indicates “when two people 


“substantial risk of transmission.” 

Addfional Source. The New York Times (5/14, Sheikh, 18.61M) reports, “Researchers at the National 
institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases and the University of Pennsylvania, who study the 
kinetics of biological molecules inside the human body, asked volunteers to repeat the words ‘stay healthy’ 
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several times” and “found that speaking louder could generate larger dropiets, as well as greater quantities of 
them.” The report was published Wednesday in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 


Experimental Injection Of ‘Good’ Bacteria Significantly Cut Bacterial Vaginosis Recurrence 
Rate. 


Endpoints News (5/14, Grover) reports that injecting a “good” bacterium can reduce the high recurrent rate of 
bacterial vaginosis (BV) by a third, a 228-patient, placebo-controlled study suggesis. The study “evaluated the 
effect of a ‘good’ bacterium product, called Lactin-V, which was packaged by California-based microbiome 
company Osel.” The NiH-funded study was published Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine. 


NCI Exceptional Responders Initiative Pilot Study Meets Feasibility Goal. 


Oncology Nurse Advisor (5/14, Bennett) reports the National Cancer Institute Exceptional Responders Initiative 
pilot study “successfully analyzed tumor specimens from more than 100 cases, deeming the effort feasible.” 
According to the study’s authors, “This study met its main feasibility goal to identify at least 100 analyzable ER 
[exceptional responder] cases in less than 3 years.” The results were recently reported in the Journal of the 
National Cancer Institute. A corresponding editorial said, “Just the ability to gather such a large number of rare 


and valuable tumor samples with clinical data is remarkable.” 


Researchers Try Combining Remdesivir With A Second Drug To Deliver A “One-Two 
Punch” To Virus. 


CBS News (5/14, Lapook, 3.68M) reports Dr. Aneesh Mehta, the lead investigator of an National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) tral at Emory University that “showed the drug remdesivir reduced average hospitalizations from 15 
to 11 days,” said he thinks the drug is “going to be one important tool, but we also need to look for other ways to 
nelp our patients.” For the next phase of the trial, Mehta and colleagues are “combining remdesivir, which stops 
the virus from multiplying, with a powerful anti-inflammatory drug that aims to prevent organ damage by calming 
down an inflamed immune system.” The NIH “also said researchers are testing another potential coronavirus 
treatment cocktail: A mix of the malaria drug hydroxychloroquine with an antibiotic used to treat infections like 
pink eye.” 


COVID Patients Given Malaria Drug Didn’t See Significant Improvements: Studies. 


Reuters (5/14, Erman, Maddipatla) reporis patients given the anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine, which 
President Trump has touted as a potential COVID-19 treatment, “did nol improve significantly over those who did 
nat, according to iwo new studies published in the medical journal BMJ on Thursday.” The National institutes of 
Health “said on Thursday it began a study to evaluate the combination of antibiotic azithromycin and 
hydroxychicroquine, which Trump described as a potential ‘game changer’ for the pandemic.” 


Part Of Gilead’s Coronavirus Drug Donation Allocated To Japan. 


Reuters (5/14, Swift) reports hospitals in Japan have started treating severely ill patients with COVID-19 using 
Gilead Sciences’ experimental COVID-19 drug, according to ministry official Yasuyuki Sahara. Sahara “said in an 
e-mail on Thursday that the US. firm’s treatment has been distributed to hospitals in Japan since May 11 and is 
being used for patients in intensive care or those on ventilators.” A National institutes of Health trial showed 
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remdesivir “cut hospital stays by 31% compared with a placebo treatment, although it did not significanily 
improve survival.” 
Additional Source, Fox News (5/14, Hein, 27.59M) also reports. 


Virginia Receives 2nd Shipment Of New Antiviral Drug. 


The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (5/14, Martz, 277K} reports, “Virginia has received a second shipment of the 
new antiviral drug remdesivir fo treat critically ill COVID-19 patients, but the supply is enough for only 36 
patients.” The U.S. FDA “issued an emergency use authorization for remdesivir on May 1, butitis still an 
‘unapproved product’ that may be used for treating adults and children who are hospitalized with severe cases of 
confirmed or suspected COVID-19." The National Institutes of Health and Gilead Sciences “conducted a clinical 
trial of remdesivir that resulted in preliminary findings that the drug speeds recovery of COVID-19 patients 
hosptlalized with severe cases of the disease, according to a Health Department summary.” 


US Needs Bipartisan Push For Scientific Research After Coronavirus: Congressional 
Leaders. 


In an op-ed for USA Today (5/14, 10.31M), Senate Minority Leader Schurner, Sen. Todd Young (R-IN), Rep. 
Mike Gallagher (R-WI, and Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA) write that “America is no longer the preeminent leader in 
scientific research as we were for the second half of the 20th Century. We must address this vulnerability.” The 
lawmakers argue the Endless Frontiers Act “proposes a renewed national investment in public research and 
development to strengthen our nation’s innovation ecosystem now and into the future.” They add “that every 
dollar invested in the National Institutes of Health leads to $3 in increased stock market valuation for private 
companies,” and research indicates “that raising public research and development spending by $100 billion per 
year on a permanent basis could help generaie as much as 4 million new American jobs.” 


COVID-19 Is Threat To Our Biomedical Research Enterprise. 


In an opinion in The Hill (5/14, 2.98M), contributor Kafui Dzirasa, a National Institutes of Health-funded brain 


researcher at Duke University, writes, “COVID-19 has placed a unique strain on the U_S. biomedical research 
enterprise.” Dzirasa says, “COVID-19 has rendered individuals over 65 an at-risk: a population that is 
overrepresented in our nation’s pool of scientific investigators,” and “behavioral studies over the last three years 
have also revealed that our nation’s young scientists are a high-risk group for mental health challenges.” Dzirasa 
adds, “l am unclear whether the U.S. biomedical research enterprise can sustain this dual blow to both young 
and older scientists.” 


Gilead Should Ditch Remdesivir And Focus On Its Simpler Ancestor. 


In an opinion in STAT (8/14, 24K), Victoria C. Yan and Florian L. Muller write that Gilead’s antiviral drug 
remdesivir “has been propelled inio the spotlight with the hope that if can stop, or at least curtail, the ravages of 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19.” Yan and Muller say, “Data from the open-label SIMPLE irial, 
sponsored by Gilead, and the randomized controlled Adaptive Covid-19 Treatment Trial, sponsored by the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, show thai remdesivir may accelerate recovery raies among 
patients with advanced Covid-19.” However, they argue that Gilead should focus instead on pro-drug GS- 
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441524, which “is easier to synthesize than remdesivir, requiring three steps instead of ihe seven needed for 
remdesivir.” 


Both/And Problem In An Either/Or World. 


In an editorial in Science Magazine (5/15, 427K), H. Holden Thorp writes that progress on COVID-19 vaccines in 
China and the U.S. “should make us optimistic that science will solve this problem, but the actions of the 
governments involved are not equally inspiring.” Thorp says that the Trump Administration “can’t grasp that it’s 
possible to question the actions of the Chinese government about the early days of the pandemic while 
embracing collaboration with Chinese science.” Thorp adds, “The latest setback is the decision by the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) to terminate the grant ‘Understanding the Risk of Bat Coronavirus Emergence’ 
to Peter Daszak of the nonprofit EcoHealth Ailance, who, with NIH approval, shared one in five grant dollars with 
Shi Zhengli, a top coronavirolagist at China’s Wuhan institute of Virology (WIV).” 


Research On TPA Nanoconjugate Aims To Extend Thrombolysis Benefits To More Stroke 
Patients. 


Cleveland Clinic Consult QD (5/14) reports the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) 

awarded a five-year $2 million grant to researchers at the Cleveland Clinic to study “a novel stroke therapy that 

uses tissue plasminogen activator (PA) conjugated to nanoparticles.” The researchers “will assess the ability of 
a novel dual-action agent combining tPA with antloxidant-loaded nanoparticles to dissolve biot clots and protect 
the brain frorn reperfusion injury following stroke.” 


White House Officials Signal Support For COVID-19 Relief For States Despite Opposition 
From Some GOP Groups. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Costa, Stein, Kim, 14.2M) reports officials in the White House “have privately 
signaled that they are willing to provide tens of billions of dollars in rellef io states as part of a bipartisan 

deal... despite President Trump's reluctance and strong opposition from conservative groups.” The Post says 
while “that position is likely to anger some Republicans who have warned that Democrats want ‘blue siaie 
bailouts, many White House officials now believe that providing new funding fo states... will be necessary if they 
want to secure their own priorities, such as tax breaks and liability protections for businesses.” 

CNBC (5/14, Pramuk, 3.62M) reports Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) indicated on 
Thursday that he is “hopeful Congress can strike a deal on more coronavirus relief, as Republicans spike a $3 
trillion rescue package House Democrats plan to pass Friday.” Schumer “told CNBC that he believes a 
worsening crisis will force Republicans to consider more spending to try to rescue the economy,” and “pointed to 
Wednesday comments from Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, who said ‘additional fiscal support could 
be costly, but worth it if it helps avoid long-term economic damage and leaves us with a stronger recovery.” 

in contrast, the AP (5/14, Fram) reporis Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell on Thursday “branded 
House Democrats’ $3 trillion economic relief bill a ‘totally unserious effort’ to address the coronavirus pandemic, 
underscoring the deep election-year guich over what Congress’ next response to the crisis should be.” 
McConnell “said Democrats had produced a ‘seasonal catalog of left-wing oddities and called it a coronavirus 
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relief bill.” According to the AP, “Provisions he singled out for criticism included a rollback of GOP-passed tax 
increases on residents of states with high taxes, language making it easier for people to vote by mail and what 
he called ‘the cherry on top’ — provisions helping legal marijuana businesses.” 


As COVID-19 Pandemic Persists, GOP Calls For “Pause” On More Aid. 


The AP (5/14, Taylor) reports companies “are going belly up, tens of millions have been laid off and, by some 
measures, the U.S. seems headed for another Great Depression,” however, “Republicans surveying the 
wreckage aren't ready for another round of coronavirus aid, instead urging a ‘pause.”” This is “a position based 
on a confluence of factors.” Surveys indicate “GOP voters think the government is already doing enough. 
Republicans on Capitol Hill are divided over the best approach. Billions approved by Congress have yet io be 
spent.” In addition, it remains to be seen what the President will “do next, Hf anything, to juice the economy — his 
payroll tax cut idea hasn't gained any traction on Capitol Hill.” As a result, “GOP leaders see an unfolding crisis 
that does not yel cry out for further action.” 


About 75% Of US Small Businesses Seek Federal Assistance Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, 
Survey Shows. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Omeokwe, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports a new Census Bureau survey 
found 75 percent of US small businesses have sought federal assistance to stay afloat during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Data show 75 percent of respondents sought Paycheck Protection Program loans, and almost 30 
percent said they sought SBA disaster loans. 


Prospects For Second Round Of Stimulus Checks Seem “Uncertain.” 


The Washington Post (5/14, Werner, 14.2M) reports almosi “130 million Americans have received direct 
paymenis of up to $1,200 from the U_S. Treasury, a centerpiece of the federal response to the coronavirus 
pandemic,” however, “prospects are uncertain for another round of these stimulus checks.” The article says, 
“President Trump has left the door open to the idea,” but the GOP has “declared the House Democratic bill dead 
on arrival, and some have voiced skepticism about the need for any more individual payments.” 


Sanders Wants Senate To “Improve” House Dems’ $3T COVID-19 Relief Package. 


The Hill (5/14, Jagoda, 2.98M) reports on Thursday, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) “said that the Senate should 
‘improve’ House Democrats’ 53 trillion coronavirus relief package so that it better addresses families’ health care 
and economic needs.” These “comments from Sanders, a prominent progressive lawmaker and former 
Democratic presidential candidate, come one day before the House plans to voie on the bill, despite a push from 
the leaders of the Congressional Progressive Caucus to delay the vote.” 


Bipartisan Group Of Lawmakers Proposes Compensation Fund For Essential Workers 
Impacted By COVID-19. 


USA Today (5/14, Cummings, 10.31M) reports that on Thursday, a group of lawmakers from both parties 
announced they intend “to introduce a bill that would create a compensation fund for essential workers and their 
family members who have been struck by the coronavirus.” Reps. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), Jerry Nadler, (D- 
NY}, and Peter King (R-NY}, as well as Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) unveiled “the Pandemic Heroes 
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Compensation Act during a digital news conference. They were joined by union representatives from the 
Uniformed Fire Officers Association, Uniformed Firefighters Association, National Rural Letter Carriers 
Association, and SMART, the International Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation Workers.” 


Pelosi Pushing For Vote On $3T COVID-19 Relief Bill Despite Objections From Some Dems. 


Politico (5/14, Ferris, Caygie, 4.29M) reports House Speaker Nancy Pelosi “is projecting confidence that the 
House will pass Democrats’ massive coronavirus relief bill Friday, even as she and her leadership team are sitll 
working to secure the votes.” Liberals and centrisis in Pelosi’s party “are grumbling about the roughly $3 trillion 
measure.” Meanwhile, “House Republicans have overwhelmingly said they oppose the bill, and some Democrats 
are unable to travel io the Capitol io vote amid the pandemic, leaving Pelosi and her whip operation with tight 
margins to clear the bill.” 

CNN (5/14, Foran, Raju, Byrd, 83.16M) reports that this “pushback underscores how House Democratic 
leaders are being attacked on all sides over the legislation — by congressional Republicans, who have dismissed 
the legislation as an liberal wish list, as well as within their own ranks by both progressives and moderates.” 


New York Will No Longer Force Nursing Homes To Accept Recovering COVID-19 Patients. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Mathews, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports New York changed its policy of 
farcing nursing homes to accept patients recovering from COVID-19 so that now patients must test negative for 
the virus first. 


Debate Over Reopening US “Increasingly Partisan And Bitter.” 


The New York Times (5/14, Nolan, Bosman, Robertson, 18.61M) reports that for Wisconsin, Michigan, and 
Pennsylvania, three states “with Democratic governors and Republican legislatures, ending stay-at-home orders 
mixes health quidance and partisan politics.” The coronavirus response in those states “is becoming a confused 
and agitated blend of health guidance, protest and partisan politics ~ leaving residents to fend for themselves.” 
The governors, “backed by public health experts, have urged caution before reopening,” while Republican 
legislatures “in the states have pushed in the opposite direction, citing economic necessity and personal 
freedom.” 

The Los Angeles Times (5/14, Etehad, 4.64M) reports the “mounting pressure comes as the number of 
jobless Americans continues to grow across the nation,” even as the COVID-19 death toll climbs. Meanwhile, 
governors in other states including Ohio, Rhode Island, and Minnesota have “announced plans to loosen 
restrictions in the coming days and weeks.” 


Newsom Says COVID-19 Forcing Sharp State Budget Cuts. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/14, Myers, 4.64M) reporis California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D} “asked state lawmakers 
Thursday to sharply curtail spending on public schools and an array of government services while directly 
appealing to President Trump and Congress for help to prevent billions of dollars in additional spending cuts.” 
Newsom said, “The federal government has a moral and ethical and economic obligation to help support the 
states. ... After all, what is the point of government, ff not to protect people, our safeiy and the wellbeing of 
citizens?” Without this help, Newsom “said state officials have few options in the face of a projected $54.3-billion 
deficit through early next summer.” 
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The New York Times (5/14, 18.61M) reports the stale budget “slashes spending by nine percent overall 
from the initial proposal the governor made in January.” Newsom wrote to legisiaiors, “Our state is in an 
unprecedented emergency, facing massive job losses and shortfalls in record time. ... This budget reflects that 
emergency.” The Times says that “to cushion the blow of a projected 22 percent decline in revenue, the governor 
proposed drawing down the state’s so-called rainy day reserves of $16 billion over the next three years.” The 
proposed $203.3 billion budget, “if approved by the Legislature, would bring spending back to around 2078 
levels. But it would still be well above the levels seen during the Great Recession a decade ago.” 

Los Angeles County Mandates Face Coverings Whenever Outside. The Los Angeles Times 
(5/14, Money, Fry, Sharp, McGreevy, 4.64M) reporis Los Angeles County Public Health Director Barbara Ferrer 
announced Thursday that all residents must cover their faces when outside at all times. Ferrer said, “Masks are, 
in fact, mandatory across the entire county when you're outside of your home, not with members of your 
household and in any kind of contact with other people.” Even when on “a solitary walk or run, Ferrer said ‘you 
now need to have a face covering with you, because if you came by other people, you were walking by other 
people, you tried to go into a grocery store, you absolutely have to have that face covering on.” 

Following Arrest, California Gym Owner Again “Defies” Lockdown Order. The AP (5/14, 
Watson) reports from Oceanside, California that around a dozen weighilifters “wearing face coverings did sets 
Thursday in front of mirrors at a Southern California gym that was reopened by the owner despite his arrest last 
weekend for violating local coronavirus health orders that closed gyms.” Owner Lou Uridel has “vowed to keep 
the doors open at Metroflex Gym in the coastal city of Oceanside, north of San Diego,” but “warmed his 
customers they might be handcuffed and hauled off like he was on Sunday.” Uridel may be the first “business 
owner arrested in California for violating health orders by reopening, although a growing number are doing that.” 
Authorities wary of a “public backlash have preferred to use warnings to get local businesses to comply.” Forcing 
one to “shut its doors and citing the owner is rare, and arrests are considered a last resort.” 


Cities, Counties In Texas Take Disparate Approaches To Enforcing Pandemic Restrictions. 


ProPublica (5/14, Beauvais, GOK} reports, “As Texas now reopens at” Gov. Greg Abbott's (R) direction, “under a 
much looser sei of restrictions, a ProPublica-Texas Tribune analysis of complaint data in a dozen cities 
shows...disparate approaches to enforcement — particularly among businesses — were incredibly common across 
the state.” Cilies and counties “arrived at dramatically different interpretations of Abbott's emergency orders.” 
Austin “has issued just two citations, while others like Laredo and Dallas have writien hundreds of tickets, in 
addition to arresting a handful of business owners who defied orders to close.” 

Texas Firefighters, Paramedics Tapped For Nursing Home Coronavirus Testing. The Houston 
Chronicle (5/14, Foxhall, 730K) reports firefighters and paramedics “across Texas have been tapped to help with 
coronavirus testing in nursing homes, as state and local officials work through how to meet Gov. Greg Abboit's 
directive to test more than 200,000 residents and siaff.” Fire deparimenis statewide are “being asked io help with 
facility inspections and on-site testing, as part of a multl-agency effort, according to a Texas Department of State 
Health Services email shared with Hearst Newspapers, offering detail on the state’s plan.” In letters to fire 
departmenis “Wednesday, the state cleared fire personnel to enter the facilities.” Letters to the facilities “said 
they would be contacted ‘very soon’ by a testing team that could include first responders or the state national 
guard.” Local officials were “figuring out Thursday exactly how this testing might work, pushing for further 
clarification from the state about its broad demands.” 
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Texas Pays $48 Mullion Por 300,000 Coronavirus Tests. The Austin (TX) American Statesman 
(5/14, Price, Subscription Publication, 343K) reports the state of Texas “is paying $45 million for 300,000 oral- 
swab tests ~ or $150 per test, according to a purchase order obtained by the American-Statesman through an 
open records request.” The April 30 purchase agreement “is with San Diego-based Gothams LLC, and includes 
the processing of tests at the private lab of Curative, inc., according to Seth Christensen, spokesman for the 
Texas Depariment of Emergency Management, which made the purchase.” Christensen “said at least 75% of the 
purchase price, which includes the processing of each test, will be eligible for federal reimbursement.” The 
Curalive tests, “designed to be seif-adminisiered, won emergency-use approval in April by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration.” In April, officials at the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services “said they would 
pay $100 apiece for COVID-19 tests that increase testing capacity and lead to faster results —- twice as much as 
Medicare had announced it would pay in March.” 


Michigan Closes State Capitol “As Protesters Gather” Against Stay-At-Home Order. 


CNN (5/44, Stracqualursi, 83.16M) reports the Michigan state Capitol “was closed Thursday as demonstrators 
gathered ai the steps of the building to protest Gov. Greichen Whitmer's (D} stay-at-home order.” Police 
spokeswoman Shanon Banner “confirmed to CNN that because neither chamber was in session or holding 
committee meetings,” the Capitol was closed “per the procedures of the Michigan Capitol Commission.” The 
protest, organized “by Michigan United for Liberty, drew a crowd of roughly 200 ‘at the high point’ of Thursday's 
event, according to Michigan State Police estimates.” Attorney General Dana Nessel warned in a statement that 
“oresenice of heavily armed protestors at the Capitol unnecessarily creates a powder keg dynamic that is 
dangerous to protestors, law enforcement and public servants reporting to work at the Capitol.” 

Whitmer Again Criticizes Trump Administration's Coronavirus Response. The Detroit Free 
Press (5/14, Spangler, 1.52M) reporis Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D} on Thursday “again criticized the 
Trump administration’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic, saying ii sent the state a shipment of swabs that 
can’t be used with some kinds of tests for the virus.” Whitmer said, “We're missing something as simple as a 
variety of swabs,” adeing “that, without them, she can’t move as quickly as she'd like to expand testing in 
Michigan.” This is the “key fo re-engaging sectors of our economy with confidence,” she added. Her remarks 
came “during an online chat with former Vice President Joe Biden, the presumptive Democratic nominee to face 
President Donald Trump in the fall election, and Democratic Govs. Ned Lamont of Connecticut and Phil Murphy 
of New Jersey.” 


Attorneys “Threaten Coronavirus Lawsuits” Against Florida Nursing Homes. 


The Orlando (FL) Sentinel (5/14, Santich, 536) reports law firm “behemoth” Morgan & Morgan plans to sue “two 
Fiorida nursing homes over their alleged mishandling of COVID-19 outbreaks, attorneys for the firm said 
Thursday.” The firm has been retained “by families whose loved ones died after coronavirus infections at the 
facilities where they had been patients, including three families at Opis Coquina Center in Ormond Beach and an 
undisclosed number at Suwannee Health and Rehabilitation Center in Live Oak, near the Georgia border, the 
attorneys said.” According to attorney Alexander Clem, “These family members are just in the last seven to 10 
days learning about what happened to mom and dad... that [their death] was due to COVID-19. The folks that 
allowed this to happen knowingly — they deserve to be held accountable.” However, Kristen Knapp, 
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communications director for the Florida Health Care Association, representing the nursing home industry, said 
the attorneys were “positioning themselves to profit from this tragic situation.” 


Despite Missing Goal, Nebraska’s Governor Confident In State Testing Program. 


The AP (5/14, Schulte) reports Nebraska may not make “its goal of conducting 3,000 coronavirus tests per day 
by the end of May through the state’s TestNebraska program, but Gov. Pete Ricketts (R} expressed confidence 
Thursday that testers will reach” that pace “at some point” if residents continue to sign up. His comments came 
after “state officials reported that the program produced 2,358 results last week — well short of the 3,000 per day 
that was expected by the end of the month, when the ramp-up period is supposed to end.” Ricketts announced 
the “$27 million coronavirus testing contract with Utah-based Nomi Health and three other firms on April 21, 
along with plans for a five-week ramp-up period to reach the estimated 3,000 tests per day.” The state has 
opened four “mobile testing sites so far in different cities, with plans to open six and a goal that each will see 500 
residents daily.” However, the program has faced criticism “from some Nebraska state lawmakers and problems 
have been reported in lowa and Utah, which have similar contracts.” 

The Omaha (NE) World-Herald (5/14, Stoddard, 647K) reports Ricketts “said he is waiching two key 
measures: the rate of tests that come back positive for the coronavirus and hospital capacity.” Ricketts “said 277 
state employees who have been trained to do contact tracing are now helping local health departmenis.” Felicia 
Quintana-Zinn, a deputy division director “at the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, said 
tracers contact people who have tested positive for the coronavirus to find out who they might have exposed to 
the virus.” In most cases, exposure “occurs if people are less than 6 feet from one another for 10 minutes or 
more.” 


Connecticut Governor “Moving Ahead” With May 20 Reopening “Despite Concerns.” 


The AP (5/14, Haigh} reports despite a call on Thursday “by a group Democratic siaie senators to delay plans to 
begin phasing out Connecticut's COVID-19 restrictions next week,” Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont (D) “said his 
administration is stil moving ahead carefully toward the planned May 20 partial reopening of ceriain Connecticut 
businesses.” Lamont “noted that hospitalizations are in the third week of a downward progression and the state 
is on pace to ‘blow through’ a projected 42,000 tests per week beginning nexi week, ramping up fo more than 
100,000 by June.” 

Democratic Connecticut State Senators “implore Governor To Delay Reopening.” The Hill 
(3/14, Bowden, 2.98M)} reports a group of Democratic “state senators in Connecticut have written to Gov. Ned 
Lamont (D), urging him to delay his plans to begin reopening the state’s economy.” In a letter obtained “by the 
Hartford Courant, the nine lawmakers noted that the state is still experiencing a rate of new coronavirus 
infections five times higher than it was recording on the day Larnont issued his executive order closing barber 
shops and hair salons, along with other nonessential businesses.” The senators also add, “While Connecticut is 
moving in the right direction in terms of testing capacity, hospitalizations and deaths, the number of new positive 
tests, while down from the peak, indicates that community transmission of COVID-19 is still occurring in 
Connecticut at levels far beyond our ability to track, trace and isolate potential contacts.” Connecticut has 
reported “more than 34,000 cases of coronavirus across the state so far, and just over 3,100 deaths have been 
recorded.” 
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Just 4,000 Have Been Tested Under lowa Program. 


The AP (5/14, Foley) reporis only 4,000 people have “gotten results through lowa’s month-old $26 million 
coronavirus testing contract, but that will increase rapidly now that the equipment has been validated, Gov. Kim 
Reynolds said Thursday.” Reynolds “said the State Hygienic Lab has determined that the machines purchased 
for the Testlowa program are 95% accurate in detecting the virus in samples and 99.7% accurate in determining 
its absence.” The validation will allow Testlowa “to soon process 3,000 tests per day as originally envisioned, 
Reynolds said.” She “said it would also allow tests to be processed faster and the state to broaden the criteria of 
who can qualify for a test.” The announcemeni came “as jowa reported 12 more deaths from the virus and an 
uptick in hospitalizations.” The state reported that “180 of the 318 deaths to date have been residents of long- 
term care facilities, where three dozen outbreaks have been confirmed.” 


South Dakota Announces Plan To Test “All Long-term Care Facility And Assisted Living 
Residents” Over Next Month. 


The Sioux Falls (SD) Argus Leader (5/14, Ferguson, 179K) reports South Dakota public health leaders “on 
Thursday announced a plan to test all of the state’s long-term care facility residents and staff and other 
vulnerable populations for the new coronavirus.” The four-week plan, a “collaboration between the state 
department of health, local healthcare providers and commercial testing labs, will attempt to test all residents and 
staff across the state’s nursing homes and assisted living centers.” The “mass-testing’ event will begin with 
“esting residenis in about 46 nursing homes in areas of substantial COVID-19 spread,” moving next to the “more 
than 100 other nursing homes across the state.” The remaining two weeks “will focus on assisted living centers.” 
South Dakota Health Secretary Kim Malsam-Rysdon “estimated that more than 7,400 residents and staff in 
nursing homes would be tested in the first week and more than 10,000 in the second week. In the third and 
fourth weeks, she expected about 4,300 staff and residents in assisted living centers would be tested each 
week.” 

The AP (5/14, Groves) reports the state has “acquired more supplies needed for tests, allowing them to hold 
mass testing events.” Health officials also plan to “conduct random testing among vulnerable people to try to 
catch infections before they spread.” Malsam-Rysdon “said the state is also planning to hold mass testing events 
in Native American tribal communities, starting with a mass testing event with the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate next 
week.” 


Hawaii’s Governor “Inclined” To Maintain Stay-At-Home Order Until June 30. 


The AP (5/14) reports Hawaii Gov. David Ige (D) “said Thursday he’s inclined io extend his “safer-at-hame’” order 
through the end of June to slow the spread of the coronavirus.” Ige “said he also plans to maintain the state’s 
requirement that travelers arriving in the state observe 14 days of quarantine.” ige “said he would be examining 
allowing more businesses to reopen, including hair salons, barber shops and restaurants with dine-in service,” 
and also “said the state would look at quidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for 
information on how to keep employees and customers safe.” 


Louisiana Senate Approves Legislation To “Shield Businesses From Virus Lawsuits.” 
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The AP (5/14, DeSlatte} reporis restaurants serving takeout and “delivery orders in Louisiana during the 
coronavirus outbreak and businesses providing protective gear should be largely shielded from lawsutis for 
injuries, the state Senate decided Thursday.” State senators overwhelmingly supported “the pair of bills from 
Republican Sens. Sharon Hewiit and Patrick McMath, which are similar to business-backed measures proposed 
in other states and in Washington amid the pandemic.” The state Senate also backed a measure “airned at 
shielding government agencies from lawsuits from employees required to work during the coronavirus outbreak, 
if they follow the quidance for protective measures issued by the state and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.” 


States Begin Partially Opening As Residents Grow Restless, Less Willing To Shelter In 
Place. 


The CBS Evening News = (5/14, story 6, 2:00, O'Donnell, 5.25M) reported on growing efforts in a number of 


states to partially or cornpletely repeal stay-at-home orders due to the coronavirus pandemic. In Michigan, armed 
protestors marched on the state Capitol building in defiance of the state’s order, and the Supreme Couri of 
Wisconsin this week invalidated Gov. Tony Evers’ (D) stay-at-home order. Further, some small business owners 
are protesting the stay-at-home orders as fatally detrimental to their businesses’ financial interests. 

Bloomberg Business (5/14, Rojanasakul, McCartney, 4.73M) reports most states in the US “have lifted at 
least some restrictions on the types of businesses that can be open, and distancing in nearly every one is on the 
decline ~ particularly on weekends — according to data from Unacast, a location data and analytics firm.” The 
data also suggested that states with more reliable siay-at-home orders and higher adherence rates saw lower 
spread of coronavirus over the past two months. 


Some School Districts Ending Their Distance Learning Efforts. 


The AP (5/14, Amy) reports on the growing number of school districts across the US that have “pulled the plug 
on distance learning, all citing familiar reasons.” School officials say “It’s too stressful, the lack of devices and 
internet access is too much fo overcome, and what students get from it just isn’t worth the struggle.” In Georgia, 
for instance, many district leaders say the “final weeks of the school year would have been dedicated anyway to 
preparing for and taking standardized tests that are now canceled.” 


Scientists Say Testing Sewage Holds Promise For Monitoring Outbreaks Of Diseases 
Including Coronavirus. 


Reuters (5/14, Kelland) reports scientists say testing sewage for pathogens, including coronavirus, could help 
countries around the world monitor outbreaks of diseases and respond appropriately. Reuters highlights several 
efforts around the world to use sewage testing as a public health tool to inform officials about how widespread 
coronavirus is when deciding whether to ease restrictions. in addition, sewage testing could alleviate the burden 
of doing widespread testing of individuals, which has proven difficult in many parts of the world. 


Analysis: Many “Essential” Workers Will See Pay Cuts As Companies Rescind “Hazard 
Pay” Policies. 


Bloomberg (5/14, Melin, Steverman, 4.73M) reports many “essential” employees in the US will be facing a pay 
cut in the coming weeks as the initial push for “hazard pay” around the pandemic begins to fade. Initially, many 
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employees “received bonuses or pay bumps to compensate for the risk that comes with clocking in at 
supermarkets, hospitals and other crowded workplaces during a pandemic,” but companies are beginning to end 
these programs. For example, Kroger “is rescinding the” pay “raise if gave to store and warehouse workers” 
while Target and Amazon “will follow later this month, with other firms charting similar moves.” The planned 
cutbacks “have rankled unions, employees and customers who are accusing companies of putting profits ahead 
of worker well-being.” The decisions “also raise questions about how to value the essential workers who are 
keeping society functioning,” as many employees “put their health and safety on the line in exchange for 
relatively low wages.” 


COVID-19 Accelerating Decline Of Retail Industry. 


On its front page, the Wall Street Journal (5/14, A1, Kapner, Nassauer, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis 
the COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the decline of the retail industry as more people move to online 
shopping. UBS estimates about 100,000 stores will close in the next five years, over triple the number that 
closed during the last recession. 


Navy Continues To Battle Coronavirus Transmission Aboard Theodore Roosevelt Aircraft 
Carrier. 


The New York Times (5/13, Gibbons-Neff, Schmitt, Cooper, 18.61M)} reported the Theodore Roosevelt aircraft 
carrier “continued tts monthslong fight against the novel coronavirus, with at least one sailor aboard the ship 
testing positive, according io crew members.” The sailor “was quickly whisked off the ship, which is docked in 
Guam as Navy officials make preparation for the vessel to deploy.” However, the episode “underscores the 
stubborn challenges facing top Navy officials as a second investigation into the service’s handling of the virus — 
this one by the Defense Department's inspector general — goi underway this week.” Officials “said they had been 
aggressively screening and testing as crew members return to the Roosevelt after quarantining in Guam over the 
past month.” 


Analysis: Gun Stores In Several States Ignored State-Ordered Closures, Initiated Tens Of 
Thousands Of Background Checks In April. 


USA Today (5/14, 10.31M) reports on how gun stores in several US states “have defied orders io close their 
doors as the coronavirus pandemic drives historic demand for firearms, according to background check data 
maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and interviews with shop owners.” Currently, five states have 
ordered gun stores closed under stay-at-horne orders and directives —- Massachusetts, Michigan, New Mexico, 
New York, and Washington. However, FBI data from April show “that dealers in those [states] stil initiated tens of 
thousands of gun background checks.” Washington alone saw 42,000 background checks initiated for gun 
purchases in April. Additionally, the National Instant Criminal Background Check System processed 2.9 million 
checks, making it the highest month on record, dating back to 1998. 


Inspection Reports For Several Connecticut Nursing Homes Found Lapses In Infection 
Control, Prevention Around Coronavirus. 


The Connecticut Mirror (5/14, Thomas, Carlesso) reporis inspections at several Connecticut nursing homes 
“found lapses in infection control and prevention and poor practices for the prolonged use of protective gear 
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necessary during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a half-dozen reports released Wednesday.” The reporis, 
provided by Connecticut's Department of Public health, “are the first detailed accounts of targeted inspections 
ordered by the federal government on March 20 and later expanded by Gov. Ned Lamont (D} to cover all 213 
skilled nursing homes, where the novel coronavirus has infected 6,000 and is attributed to more than 1,600 
deaths.” Additionally, none of the reports “detailed inspections at homes with some of the highest numbers of 
people dying from COVID-19.” Department spokesman Av Harris “said there is a delay in releasing some 
reports.” 


Analysis: Studies Suggesting Coronavirus Can Be Spread Through Loud Talking Show 
Need For Face Masks In Public. 


Forbes (5/14, Lee, 9.71M) reports on a new study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences which suggests coronavirus could be spread in public through speaking, because the act of speaking 
can expel fluid droplets that hang in the air for several minutes. A similar study “published in Nature has 
suggested that on average a fluid droplet from [a] contagious person could contain 7 million viruses per millilitre,” 
and the research tearn then estimated “that just one minute of loud speaking could generate at least a thousand 
virus-containing little droplets that may hang in the air for over eight minutes.” Further, researchers “explained 
that their study showed how ‘normal speech generates airborne droplets that can remain suspended for tens of 
minutes or longer and are eminently capable of transmitting disease in confined spaces.” Therefore, researchers 
are encouraging face mask adherence in public areas and enclosed spaces to limit the spread of virus- 


containing droplets. 


UT Dallas Researchers Design 3D-Printed Disposable Ventilator Valve. 


The Dallas Morning News (5/14, Arnold, 946K) reports researchers al the University of Texas at Dallas “have 
designed a 3D-printed ventilator valve that helps patients breathe.” The ventilator valves “called positive end- 
expiratory pressure, also known as PEEP,” are disposable “to ensure patienis’ lungs some air and do not 
collapse when exhaling.” The research team “is seeking emergency approval from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration so it can distribute the parts [fo] hospitals that need them, the university said in an 
announcement.” The research team at UT Dallas “is one of several university groups across the country working 
to increase the supply of ventilators and protective equipment.” 


Sen. Warren, Rep. Levin Propose Federal Contact Tracing Program. 


Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and Rep. Andy Levin (D-Mi) write for NBC News (5/14, 6.14M) that they are 
introducing a proposal “for a federal contact tracing program” for the next relief package from Congress. While 
House Democrats have a proposal that “already includes pieces of it, including $500 million to hire a diverse 
group of culturally competent contact tracers,” Congress needs “to stand up our whole plan for a national contact 
tracing strategy.” Warren and Levin claim the Administration’s “slow and dysfunctional response has been a 
disaster of epic proportion” and that is why “Congress must step in, and that’s why we have proposed the 
Coronavirus Containment Corps.” 

The Hill (5/14, Budryk, 2.98M) covers the opinion piece from Warren and Levin. 


interview: Antibiotic-Resistant Microbes Equally Important Issue During Pandemic. 
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NPR (5/14, 3.12M) interviewed Boston University professor Muhammad Zaman, author of “Biography of 
Resistance: The Epic Balile Between Peopie and Pathogens,” on his new book and what exactly antibiotic 
resistance means for US public health. in the interview, Zaman speaks on the dual-issue of antibiotic resistant 
microbes and the coronavirus pandemic, noting that “we know from history that the majority of deaths during the 
great 1978 flu pandemic were from secondary bacterial pneumonia.” Zaman also advocates for a more global, 
collaborative approach to addressing the issue both during and after the pandemic. 


infectious Disease Experts Warn Of Potential Dual-Season For COVID-19, Influenza During 
Winter. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (5/14, Allday, 2.67M) reporis the greater Bay Area “blunted the impact of its first 
brush [with] the coronavirus, but infectious disease experis warn there are more outbreaks to come once the 
region eases shelter-in-place restrictions, and one looming event is of particular concern: the flu season.” 
Currently, no health experis know “what to expect in the fall and winter, when the coronavirus may commingle 
with seasonal influenza.” However, public health officials are “bracing for a resurgence of cases” for COVID-19 
while also dealing with influenza. For example, infectious disease expert David Relman said, “This was a really 
good practice run for what may be a worse winter,” adding, “We need to be thinking really carefully now about 
the strategies we can use to address both things at the same time.” 


Norwegian Cruise Line Expects Entire Fleet To Resume Full Operations In Approximately 
Six Months. 


USA Today (5/14, Hines, 10.31M) reports Norwegian Cruise Line “expects its entire fleet will be able to resume 
full operations in five to six months.” The company “shared the news in its earning report for the first quarter of 
2020, which ended on March 31.” CEO Frank Del Rio “said that Norwegian is planning on carrying out a phased 
relaunch” and “expects ft will take up to six months to resume fleet-wide operations across Norwegian Cruise 
Line Holdings’ 28 ships, which are spread across its three brands: flagship Norwegian Cruise Line, Oceania 
Cruises and Regent Seven Seas Cruises.” 


Analysis: Anti-Vaccination Advocates Mobilizing To Protest Potential Coronavirus Vaccine. 


HuffPost (5/14, Robins, 1.67M) reports that as scientists and researchers “urgently work to develop a vaccine 
against the coronavirus that would save lives and help societies to safely reopen, the anti-vaccine movement has 
been mobilizing to convince people they shouldn’t take it.” Anti-vaccination protestors — known as “anti-vaxxers” 
~ “have become a prominent presence at [demonstrations] against lockdowns and social distancing, while 
spreading conspiracies and misinformation to millions on platforms such as Facebook and YouTube.” The article 
carries an interview with pro-vaccination activist Dr. Peter Hotez, who works to “push back against anti-vax 
faisehoods and activists.” 


DC-Area Metro, Metrobus Riders Required To Wear Face Coverings Effective May 18. 


The Washington Post (5/14, George, 14.2M) reports that effective May 18, all DC-area Metro and Metrobus 
riders “will be required to wear masks or face coverings to help prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus, the 
agency's chief safety officer said Thursday.” The requirement “follows rules set by leaders in the District and 
Maryland.” Previously, the agency “had only recommended that riders wear face coverings.” Metro General 
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manager Paul Wiedefeld “said bus and train operators asked for the requirement, as did customers on recent 
surveys.” 
The Hill (5/14, Budryk, 2.98M) also reports. 


Nursing Home Industry, Residents Clash Over Industry’s Handling Of Pandemic. 


TIME (5/14, 18.47M) reporis nursing home residents and staff in the US “have borne a heavy load of the 
pandemic’s burden,” with deaths in long-term care facilities now making up “at least one third of coronavirus 
fatalities in most states.” Some residents “are already starting to take legal action, suing nursing homes for 
neglect, abuse and wrongful death.” In response, the nursing home industry “has launched a broad and 
successful lobbying effort to secure immunity from potential lawsuits over the way facilities are treating patients 
during the pandemic, a move consumer advocates say raises long-term questions about the oversight of an 
industry that has racked up standards violations for years.” 


Opinion: Governors Need To Designate Grocery Workers As First Responders. 


UFCW Local 400 President Mark Federici writes in an opinion piece for the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) that 
governors “must designate grocery, pharmacy and food-processing workers as first responders and limit stores 
to no more than 10 customers per 10,000 square feet, with a maximum of 50 people in any store ai the same 
time.” The designation “needs to include guaranteed free, universal testing and treatment for every worker,” as 
well as “masks, gloves and other personal protective equipment,” and “free child care, which enables grocery 
employees to show up for work when schools are closed.” Federici writes that first-responder designation “is the 
only way to provide the protection needed by our essential grocery workers and their customers,” and “rather 
than giving grocery workers lip service by calling them heroes, let's actually do something to protect their health.” 


WPost: COVID-19 Testing In Nursing Homes And Long-Term Care Facilities Is Essential. 


The Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) editorializes, “Residents and staff of nursing homes and other long-term care 
facilities account for roughly haif of 1 percent of the U.S. population, and more than a third” of COVID-19 deaths. 
The Post says that “justifies extreme measures by federal officials and states, but so far both have balked. On a 
call Monday with governors, Vice President Pence strongly recommended testing al nursing homes 
nationwide...yet federal officials and most governors have stopped short of mandating such tests.” The Post says 
such testing is essential, and “in states where tests are in short supply, they should be prioritized for nursing 
homes and other elderly care facilities.” 


One-Fourth Of US Restaurants Will Close Due To Stay-At-Home Orders During Pandemic, 
OpenTable Forecasts. 


Bloomberg (5/14, Ludlow, 4.73M) reports 25 percent of US restaurants “will go out of business due to the 
coronavirus quarantines that have battered the food-service industry, according to a forecast by OpenTable.” 
The projection “underscores the widespread pain for American restauranis as lockdowns have forced people to 
cook at home or order takeout rather than eat out.” US restaurants “lost more than $30 billion in sales during 
March and $50 billion in April, according to National Restaurant Association estimates.” However, data fram 
OpenTable show “that there are growing signs that patrons are willing to dine out again in states like Arizona and 
Texas where it's allowed, though the numbers are still far below where they were last year.” 
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Pentagon Examining “Social Distancing Protocols” To Train, Deploy Units Amid Pandemic. 


USA Today (5/74, Brook, Babich, 10.31M) reports that senior Pentagon officials are exploring “how to train and 
deploy units for combat while the virus continues to infect and kill.” Officials are balancing “the risk of returning to 
normal operations” with “losing the skills troops need to operate lethal weaponry safely and to win in combat.” 
Army Secretary McCarthy told USA Today, “We were in tremendous posture right as COVID hit with our 
readiness ~ over half our brigade combat teams in the highest level of readiness. ... If we don’t turn it back on by 
this summer, we're going to start to see atrophy with our readiness posture. So we think we've got the right 
capacity fo test. We think we have the social distancing protocols in place where we can do this.” The Army “will 
soon present the plan to Defense Secretary Mark Esper for approval of what would be a major step toward 
reopening the military.” 


Some Colleges Push Viral Testing, Alternative Methods To Allow Fall Semester In-Person. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Anderson, Svrluga, 14.2M) reports many colleges and universities are “pushing to 
bring students back to campus in the fall, pledging an all-out effort to overcome the extraordinary challenges of 
housing and teaching them during a public health crisis.” The University of California at San Diego has already 
set up a “self-serve” COVID-19 testing station and the “experiment is one of many data-gathering initiatives 
advocates say are needed to reopen.” But health experts “fear some schools may be moving too fast to reopen,” 
specifically because of the complications and challenges around enforcing reasonable social distancing protocols 
on campus. 


Columnist: Trump Is “In The Middie Of A Grace Period” With Voters, But That Will Not Last 
indefinitely. 


Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) columnist David Byler writes that “President Trump bungled the coronavirus 
crisis,” so “it would be reasonable to expect Trump’s poll numbers to drop like a rock after this sort of 
mismanagement.” However, “his approval rating is stable at around 44 percent — roughly where it was before the 
virus hit.” Byler says that is “because Trump is likely still in the middle of a grace period: Voters aren't holding 
him fully accountable for the damage caused by the virus.” Byler asseris “voters might be willing to give a leader 
leeway in a crisis, but they won’t extend that credit indefinitely.” 


Department Of Labor Issues Coronavirus Guidance To Nursing Homes. 


Reuters (5/14, Hais) reporis “the U.S. Department of Labor issued its first workplace guidance io nursing homes 
on Thursday since the COVID-19 pandemic swept the country and ravaged care facilities, saying residents, staff 
and visitors should keep 6 feet (1.83 meters) apart.” The guidance “from the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) also said nursing homes should screen residents and staff for symptoms and should find 
alternatives to group activities.” OSHA “did not recommend testing of residents or workers by nursing homes, 
which have been hit by the coronavirus since February.” 


Trump Signs Executive Order Giving New Authority To US International Development 
Finance Corporation Amid Pandemic. 
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U.S. News & World Report (5/14, Smith-Schoenwalder, 2.4M) says President “Trump on Thursday said he 
signed an executive order to grant new authority to the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation to 
finance industries vital to the pandemic response.” Trump said, “This federal agency normally invesis in 
economic development projecis in other countries. ... | said, ‘How about investing in our country?’ In a 
statement, “the White House said...the order will help strengthen the supply chain and provide more financing to 
‘key industries producing vital goods and services.” 


Columnist: US Should Be “Pitied” For Coronavirus Response. 


Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) columnist Eugene Robinson writes that “only a handful of nations on Earth have 
arguably done a worse job of handling the coronavirus pandemic than the United States. What has happened to 
us? How did we become so dysfunctional? When did we become so incompetent?” Robinson says “the phrase 
‘American exceptionalism’ has always meant different things to different people — that this nation should be 
admired, or perhaps that it should be feared. Noi until now, at least in my lifetime, has it suggested that the 
United States should be pitied.” 


Analysis: Trump Using Meetings With Governors At White House To Promote US’ 
Economic Reopening. 


In an analysis, Politico (5/14, Kumar, 4.29M) reports “President Donald Trump hasn't been able fo go out, so he’s 


welcoming governors in.” The recent “visits are strikingly similar: Trump touts the governors as ‘special’ and 
‘great’ and they in turn thank him for the ‘enormous help in our darkest hour of need.’ The president cracks a joke 
or two about the governor getting a negalive coronavirus test sitting down next to him. And then they all pose for 
the cameras.” Politico says the meetings “have served as Trump’s workaround to his inability to hit the road and 
hold rallies and promote the economic reopening of America, which he believes will be key to his reelection in 
November.” 


Columnist: “Virus Trutherism” Widespread On The Political Right. 


New York Times (5/14, 18.61M) columnist Paul Krugman writes that “virus trutherism ~ insisting that Covid-719 
deaths are greatly exaggeraied and may reflect a vast medical conspiracy — is already widespread on the right. 
We can expect to see much more of it in the months ahead.” The “right long ago rejected evidence-based policy 
in favor of policy-based evidence — denying facts that might get in the way of a predetermined agenda.” 
However, Krugman says, “the right’s determination to ignore the epidemiclogisis is politically reckless In a way 
previous denials of reality weren't.” 


McConnell Walks Back Claim That Obama Administration Left Trump Administration No 
“Game Plan” For Pandemics. 


CNN (5/414, Leblanc, 83.16M) reports “Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell conceded Thursday night that he 
was wrong io claim that the Obama administration had not left behind a plan to deal with a pandemic in the US.” 
McConnell said during a Fox News interview, “I was wrong. They did leave behind a plan, so | clearly made a 
mistake in that regard.” McConnell’s “concession comes days after he falsely accused the Obama administration 
of failing to leave the Trump administration ‘any kind of game plan’ for something like the coronavirus pandemic 
during a Trump campaign online chai with Lara Trump, the President's daughter-in-law.” 
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The Hill (5/14, Carney, 2.98M) reports McConnell said, “As to whether or not the plan was followed and who 
is the critic and all the rest, | don’t have any observation about that because | don’t know enough about the 
details of thal...io comment on it in any detail.” 

Pentagon’s DPA Coordinator Reassigned To Navy Position. 


Politico (5/14, Seligman, Lippman, 4.29M) reports that Jennifer Santos, “the Pentagon’s industrial policy chief 


who oversees efforts to ramp up production of masks and other equipment” to help fight COVID-19, “was fired 
from her job this week and will move to a position in the Navy.” According to Politico, “Since March, Santos has 
focused on using the Defense Production Act [DPA] io partner with industry to bolster the nation’s supply of 
critical medical equipment such as ventilators, personal protective gear and testing materials needed to counter 
the coronavirus pandemic.” Politico says Scott Baum, “who is DoD’s principal director of industrial policy, will 
take over Santos’ position on an acting basis.” 


Trump’s Press Secretary Flashes Pandemic Playbook To Reporters; Calls Obama 
Administration’s Plan “Insufficient.” 


The New York Post (5/14, Bowden, 4.57M) reports “President Trump says his administration did have a plan to 
deal with the coronavirus pandemic — and his press secretary on Thursday flashed a previously unknown 
playbook called the ‘Pandemic Crisis Action Plan’ to prove it.” The press secretary “held up the binder for 
reporters before the president and his staff decamped to Allentown, Pennsylvania.” Furthermore, press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany “held up a copy of the plan the Obama administration left for the incoming Trump team — the 
‘Playbook for early response to high consequence emerging infectious disease threais and biological incidents’ — 
describing it as ‘insufficient.” 


Number Of COVID-19 Cases In Michigan Nears 50,000. 


The Detroit News (5/14, Mauger, 825K) reports “the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Michigan jumped 
by 1,191 Thursday to 49,582 as the state reported ‘backlogged’ lab results and increased testing at correctional 
facilities.” But, Michigan's “new tracking shows that the tally of cases in 26 Michigan counties has been flat in the 
last seven days. Four of ihe 26 counties continue to have zero cases.” The 1,191 “cases reported Thursday was 
the highest daily increase statewide since April 24.” 


Woman Sues Portland Nursing Home After Her Mother Died Of Coronavirus At The Facility. 


The AP (3/14) reports “the daughter of a woman who died after contracting the coronavirus at a Portland long- 
term care facility filed a $1.8 million lawsuit Thursday claiming elder abuse.” The plaintiff, Angela Brown, “says 
her 75-year-old mother, Judith Jones, contracted coronavirus and died because of Healthcare at Foster Creek's 
negligence, The Oregonian/OregonLive reported.” In her “complaint, Brown listed problems state investigators 
found al the nursing home, now connected to 29 deaths and 119 cases of COVID-19.” 


New York Governor And New York City Mayor Cannot Agree On Number Of Coronavirus 
Deaths In The City. 


POLITICO New York (5/14, Durkin} reports “New York City hit a grim milestone this week, recording more than 
20,000 coronavirus deaths throughout the five boroughs. Or did it?” According to New York “Gov. Andrew 


GADB0000003776 


Cuomo’s (D) office, the city is still weeks away from that mark, with thousands fewer deaths in its tally —- and 
public health experts say the state’s lag is a problem.” The constant “feud and routine miscommunication 
between Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Blasio is among the few things in New York thai has not been slowed by the 
pandemic.” However, “the fact that the two can’t even agree on how many people have died illustrates the 
dysfunction between the city and state, even as they try to coordinate a cautious reopening of New York’s 
economy.” 


Study Suggests Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome Is Tied To Coronavirus, As 
Cases Rise In New York. 


Bloomberg (5/13, Gale, 4.73M) reported that “the coronavirus may have triggered a 30-fold jump in cases of a 
serious but rare pediatric inflammaiory disease, according to an Italian study that provides an ominous warning 
to other pandemic-affected nations about the risk to children.” An “analysis from Bergamo, the epicenter of the 
italian Covid-19 outbreak, found 10 cases of a Kawasaki disease-like illness in children, adding to reports of 
about 90 similar cases from New York and England.” Although “children remain at lower risk than older adults of 
developing severe complications after being infected with the Covid-19-causing SARS-CoV-2 virus, the research 
published Thursday in the Lancet medical journal shows thal their risk isn’t zero.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/14, King, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports officials in New York have now 
identified 110 cases of pediatric multi-sysiem inflammatory syndrome in young adults and children. The 
syndrome has killed three young people, and it is potentially tied to COVID-19. 


Fishing Boat Crews Reportedly Could Cause Coronavirus Outbreak In Cordova, Alaska. 


The New York Times (5/14, Baker, 18.61M)} reports that “the people of Cordova, Alaska, had weathered the 
coronavirus pandemic with no cases and the comfort of isolation — a coastal town unreachable by road in a state 
with some of the fewest infections per capita in the country.” However, “that seclusion has come to an abrupt 
end. Over the past two weeks, fishing boat crews from Seattle and elsewhere have started arriving by the 
hundreds, positioning for the start of Alaska’s summer seafood rush.” The town’s “conditions are ideal for 
propagation of the coronavirus: Most of the imported crews work in the close quarters of fishing boats or sleep in 
crowded bunkhouses next to processing facilities.” 


Hospital Leaders Approve Of Minnesota Governor’s Decision To Let Stay-At-Home Order 
Expire. 

The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/14, Cison, 1.04M) reports “hospital leaders endorsed Gov. Tim Walz’s (DFL} 
decision ito end the statewide stay-at-home order on Monday, but urged Minnesotans to remain vigilant to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19 “that could still overwhelm them and leave them unable to care for some patients at the 
peak of the pandemic.” The state “appears to have a razor-thin margin of critical hospital supplies — including 
critical care beds and ventilators — tio weather the surge of COVID-19 infections that is expecied this summer, 
according to new slate modeling results.” However, “if reality proves worse than predicted, hospital officials said 
the governor will need to be quick about reinstituting restrictions that reduce face-to-face contact and the spread 
of the virus.” 
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Pennsylvania Governor To Announce More Counties That Can Lift Some Pandemic 
Restrictions On Friday. 


The AP (5/14, Levy) reports Pennsylvania “Gov. Tom Wolf (D)} will announce Friday that more counties can see 
some of his tightest pandemic restrictions lifted, as counties and lawmakers kept up pressure on him to ease up 
on his orders.” During a “news conference Thursday with reporters, Wolf said he will make his decision on Friday 
morning.” But, “he has not changed his criteria for deciding which counties can emerge from his stay-at-home 
order and his order for non-life-sustaining businesses to close, he said.” 


Most Maryland Residents Will Remain Under Stay-At-Home Orders As State Starts 
Reopening Friday. 

The Washington Times (5/14, Kaplan, 492K) reports “at least half of Maryland residents will still be under stay-at- 
home orders Friday, when the state begins to reopen its economy after having shut down for nearly two months 
to stop the spread of the coronavirus.” Some of Maryland’s “most populous jurisdictions - Montgomery, Prince 
George's, Howard and Calvert counties, and the city of Baltimore ~ will extend their stay-at-home orders due to 
high concentrations of COVID-19 cases.” Maryland “Gov. Larry Hogan (R) announced this week that phase one 
of his ‘Maryland Strong Roadmap to Recovery’ plan will begin at 5 p.m. Friday.” 


WS Journal Urges Wisconsin Governor To Create Less Restrictive Stay-At-Home Order With 
Legislature. 


In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (5/14, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) urges Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers 
(D) to work with the state Legislature to draft a less restrictive stay-at-home order. 


Oxford Vaccine Study Shows Promise In Monkeys. 


NBC Nightly News 
from a study involving six monkeys,” which “found after four weeks a vaccine-produced antibodies to COVID-19 


(5/14, story 9, 0:40, Holt, Torres, 7.88M) reported, “Oxford University just released results 


in all of the monkeys, and prevented them from getting pneumonia when they were exposed to the virus.” 
According to NBC, “The control group that didn’t get the vaccine got sick, so this is certainly promising.” NBC 
added that the “vaccine is also currently being tested in more than 7,000 people, and the first results are 
expected in June.” 

Reuters (5/14, Steenhuysen) reports, “After exposure, the vaccine appeared io prevent damage to the lungs 
and kept the virus from making copies of itself there, but the virus was stil actively replicating in the nose.” 


Pompeo: U.S. Condemns China-Linked “Cyber Actors” Trying To Steal COVID Research. 


Reuters (5/14, Pamuk) reporis Secretary of State Pompeo said Thursday that the U.S. has “condemned attempis 
by China-linked ‘cyber actors and non-traditional collectors affiliated’ to steal US intellectual properly and data 
related io coronavirus research.” In a statement, Pompeo said, “The PRC’s behavior in cyberspace is an 
extension of its counterproductive actions throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Newsweek (5/14, Stockler, 1.53M)} reports Pompeo’s remarks “follow an announcement by the FBI on 
Wednesday that the bureau is investigating ‘the targeting and compromise’ of organizations conducting research 
to develop vaccines and other treatments for COVID-19.” The efforts were “attributed to China-affillated actors.” 
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The US. State Department released a statement Thursday “denouncing attempts to infiltrate systems involved in 
US COVID-19 research that the FBI has attributed to China.” 
The Washington Times (5/14, Gertz, 492K) also reports. 


Researcher Optimistic About Convalescent Plasma Therapy. 


On NBC Nightly News! = (5/14, story 10, 2:30, 7.88M), Lester Holt said there is “encouraging news in a new 


report on an experimental treatment that appears to have helped some patients recover” from COVID-19. NBC’s 
Cynthia McFadden: “A first look at a promising new report drawn from a nationwide team of more than 5,000 
doctors from over 2,000 hospitals and labs, looking at an experimental therapy called convalescent plasma, 
transfusing the antibody-rich blood from someone who recovered into a current patient.” Michael Joyner, 
Professor of Anesthesiology at the Mayo Clinic: “We're very encouraged that the treatment is safe. That was 
really the first hurdle for us.” McFadden: “Dr. Joyner says the hard data about the effectiveness of the treatment 
is yet to come. How soon will they have it?” Joyner: “As fast as we can. Our data mining and analytics team is 
working on data we have currenily.” 


Plasma Therapy Derived From Recovered COVID-19 Patients Appears Safe, Study 
Suggests. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Marcus, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports a study analyzing data from 
thousands of COVID-19 patienis, who received blood plasma transfusions from patients that already recovered, 
suggests the experimental therapy is safe, setting up the potential for future studies and clinical trials. 


Expert Says It Will Take “Bulk Of A Year” Before Researchers Can Determine Factors In 
COVID-19 Immunity. 


McClatchy (5/14, Wilner, 19K) reports that University of Maryland School of Medicine Institute of Human Virology 
Co-Founder and Director Robert Gallo was disturbed by a finding buried deep inside a study by researchers from 
Los Alamos published last month that “the mutation of the coronavirus’ outer spikes could help the virus escape 
the grasp of otherwise neutralizing antibodies and ‘make individuals susceptible to a second infection.” Gallo 
said that it will likely “take the bulk of a year before” researchers can determine with high confidence whether 
COVID-19 survivors are naturally protected from a second infection. 


Data Show COVID-19 Cases Are Generally Decreasing In 17 States, Rising In Nine Others. 
CNN (5/14, Yan, Karimi, 83.16M) reports, “First, the good news: In 24 states, the number of new coronavirus 
cases reported each day is generally going down.” In 17 states, the numbers “are hoiding steady, according to 
an analysis of data from Johns Hopkins University.” And in nine states, “the numbers of new cases are still 
rising.” 


Fox News Host Says Bright Testimony Could Be “Potentially Politically Damaging” For 
Trump. 


The Hill (5/14, Concha, 2.98M} reports Fox News’s “Special Report” anchor Bret Baier “said Thursday that 
farmer Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority head Rick Bright's testimony about the 
federal government's response to the coronavirus pandemic could be ‘potentially politically damaging’ for 
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President Trump.” Baier “also asserted thal the public health official was someone who could not be easily 
discredited.” On Thursday, Bright “testified to the House Energy and Commerce health subcommittee that his 
warnings aboul medical supply shortages were allegedly ‘met with indifference’ by his superiors in January 
before the coronavirus pandernic gripped the country.” 

Fox News (5/14, Halon, 27.59M) reports Brighi’s testimony “will have ‘lingering implications’ for the Trump 
administration, Special Report’ anchor Bret Baier told ‘Bill Hemmer Reports.” Baier said: “I think he laid outa 
pretty compelling case of where he was in his job and | think that is potentially damaging for the Trump 
administration, as he is saying they didn’t warn people and they weren't prepared, they could have done more as 
far as training and preparation as far as January and February.” 

Axios (5/14, Rummier, 521K) also reporis. 


Opinion: Pay Attention To Whistleblower, Because What Trump Disparages Is Often Truth. 


in an opinion piece for the Los Angeles Times (5/14, 4.64M), Editorial Writer Scoit Martelle writes, “President 
Trump reverted to form on Thursday when reporters asked him about congressional testimony by Dr. Richard 
Bright, who says the White House removed him from his position leading the federal Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Development Authority because he, in essence, stood up to Trump’s political machinery in 
defense of science.” Marielle writes, “Trump told reporters: ‘To me, he’s nothing more than a really disgruntled, 
unhappy person.” Martelle argues, “Trump’s splenetic reaction is all the encouragement we need to pay close 
attention to what Bright told Congress, because what the president disparages often is the truth.” 


CDC Issues Health Advisory For Physicians On Childhood Illness Linked To COVID-19. 


CNN (5/14, Fox, 83.16M) reports the CDC “issued a health advisory to thousands of doctors across the country 
Thursday, advising them io be on the lookout for a troubling new syndrome that may be associated with Covid- 
19 infection.” The syndrome, “called multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), has been seen in 
children across Europe and in at least 18 states, plus Washington, DC.” 

The AP (5/14, Tanner) reporis the agency's case definition “includes current or recent COVID-19 infection 
or exposure to the virus, a fever of at least 100.4 for at least 24 hours, severe iliness requiring hospitalization, 
inflammatory markers in blood tests, and evidence of problems affecting at least two organs that could include 
the heart, Kidneys, lungs, skin or other nervous system.” The condition “has been reported in at least 110 New 
York children and in several kids in other states,” and “a few children have died.” 


Among other media outlets providing coverage are: the CBS Evening News = (5/14, story 4, 2:00, 
O'Donnell, 5.25M), NBC Nightly News = (5/14, lead story, 2:25, 7.88M}, Reuters (5/14, Sieenhuysen, Chander}, 
Forbes (5/14, Perez, 9.71M), the San Francisco Chronicle (5/14, Serrano, 2.67M), The Hill (5/14, Moreno, 
2.98M), and the New York Post (5/14, Lapin, 4.57M) 


Maine Governor Allows Out-Of-State Visitors To Reserve Rooms In Lodges, Inns Starting 
June 1. 

The AP (5/14) reports, “Maine lodge operators and innkeepers can begin accepting reservations starting June 1 
for Maine residents and out-of-state residents who comply with the siate’s 14-day quarantine requirement, 
officials said Thursday.” The change “represenis a joosening of restrictions thai originally forbade out-of-state 
residents from reserving a room with an arrival date before July 1.” Commissioner Heather Johnson of the 
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Depariment of Economic and Community Development said, “We will continue to work closely with the tourism 
industry to make progress as we head into the surmmer.” 


North Dakota Has Exceeded 50,000 Coronavirus Tests. 


The AP (5/14) reports, “Norih Dakota has gone over 50,000 in the number of tests for the coronavirus and 
topped 1,700 for the number of people confirmed to have the disease, health officials said Thursday.” Health 
“officials said 67 people tested positive in the last day, including 57 in Cass County, the state’s most populous 
county that has seen marked COVID-19 increases in the last several days.” The report “showed no new 
statewide deaths, leaving the total at 40, and one new hospitalization, increasing that number to 38. More than 
1,000 people have recovered from the disease.” 


In Rural America, COVID-19 Breakouts At Prisons Risk Overwhelming Hospitals. 


Kaiser Health News (5/14, Dawson) reports that “across rural America, prisons and jails sit in places like Toole 
County,” Montana “that have minimal intensive care unit beds and ventilators and few additional medical 
resources” and “many hospitals there were strained before the pandemic.” For Toole County, so far, “the 
dreaded coronavirus hasn’t yet crept into the site of one of the community's largest employers, the Crossroads 
Correctional Center prison.” The center “holds almost 15% of the county's total population with a 712-bed facility 
for both federal and state inmates.” 


Governor Baker Says State Public Health Officials Have Expanded COVID-19 Testing 
Eligibility. 

The Boston Globe (5/14, 972K) reports, “Speaking during his daily briefing,” Massachusetts Gov. Charlie “Baker 
said CVS is opening 10 new drive-up” COVID-19 “testing sites at store locations in Charlton, Worcester, 
Raynham, Northampton, Bridgewater, Carver, West Springfield, Danvers, Westport and Wellesley.” Governor 
Baker noted that “residents who meet testing criteria can schedule appointments starting Friday at CVS.com.” 
According to Baker, “state public health officials” have “expanded criteria for testing eligibility to symptomatic 
people and their close contacts.” 


Bars And Restaurants Remain Closed Under Local Milwaukee County Order. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (5/14, 632K) reports, “Bars and restaurants are still closed, and gatherings of 
more than nine people are still prohibited, under a local order from 18 municipalities in suburban Milwaukee 
County and their 10 public health officials.” The local “order, which was released shortly before 1 a.m. Thursday, 
came afier the Wisconsin Supreme Court struck down the statewide stay-at-home order.” Some “local officiais 
say the order was ‘effective immediately, and will remain in effect until 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, May 21.” 


Virginia Officials Plan To Stop Counting Antibody Tests As COVID-19 Tests In Reports. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Schneider, 14.2M) reports, “Virginia officials said Thursday they will no longer 
include the results of antibody tests in their daily counts of who has been tested for the novel coronavirus, a 
practice that had been crilicized as exaggerating the siate’s efforis to control the virus’s spread.” The state's 
deparimeni of health “said the change does not significanily aller the statistical trends thal led Gov. Ralph 
Northam (D) to move toward easing restrictions for most of the state, beginning Friday.” The department has 
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found that “antibody tests had amounted to less than 9 percent of ihe staie’s overall screening for the 
coronavirus” and “removing them from the total slightly increases the percentage of positive tests among the 
overall number of tests given, to 15 percent from 14 percent.” 


As Some States Reopen, Other States Continue To Battle Coronavirus. 


The AP (5/14, Kunzelman) reports, “From a hospital on the edge of the Navajo Nation to the suburbs of the 
nation’s capital, front-line medical workers in coronavirus hot spots are struggling to keep up with a crushing load 
of patients while lockdown restrictions are lifling in many other parts of the U.S.” Some “Governors are starting to 
slowly reopen some segments of their local economies, pointing to evidence that the number of COVID-19 
deaths and new hospitalizations are peaking or starting to recede in their states.” Many “state and local officials 
see modest signs of progress in the pandemic fight,” but “coronavirus outbreaks are testing public health 
networks in pockets of the U.S.” 


New York Governor Adds Provision To State’s Budget To Prevent Some Residents From 
Suing Nursing Homes Amid Pandemic. 


The Hill (6/14, Bowden, 2.98M) reports, “Aides to New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) added a provision to the 
state’s newly approved budget that prevents residents from suing nursing homes over some allegations of 
negligence related to the coronavirus outbreak.” The “provision, which some lawmakers contended they did not 
know was in the final bill until after if passed, prevents basic legal action against long-term care homes over 
issues such as staffing shortages or insufficient equipment,” the New York Times reported. 


Some Smail Physician Practices Are Struggling During Pandemic, Unable To Get 
Coronavirus Relief. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Weiner, 14.2M) reports, “Many small doctors’ practices...are struggling to survive as 
many patients shelter at home and put off consultations for all but the most urgent issues.” And, “although they're 
still ministering to patients amid a health crisis,” some have “been unable to get loans under the Paycheck 
Protection Act, passed as part of the coronavirus relief package in late March.” A survey conducted “by a 
Richmond-based advocacy group for primary care doctors, called the Larry A. Green Center, found that half the 
doctors who sought such loans were unsuccessful.” 


Pandemic Hits Low-Income Americans Especially Hard, Survey Shows. 


Bloomberg (5/14, Tanzi, 4.73M) reports, “The economic pain of the coronavirus pandemic is falling especially 
hard on lower-income Americans, a new Federal Reserve survey showed, with almost 40% of those making less 
than $40,000 4 year reporting a job loss in March.” The annual report “on the economic wellbeing of U.S. 
households released Thursday, which mainly focuses on conditions at the end of 2079, was supplemented with a 
survey conducted in early April as the pandemic caused millions to lose their jobs as businesses shuttered 
across the nation.” The Fed Chairman Jerome Powell has previously “highlighted the heavy burden being bom 
by Americans with the most meager resources to ride out the lockdown.” 


Close To Three Million Americans Applied For Unemployment Last Week. 
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On tts front page, the Wall Street Journal (5/14, A1, Chaney, Guilford, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports 
that nearly three million Americans applied for unemployment benefits last week. The announcement refiects the 
implications of the coronavirus on the US economy. 

The New York Times (5/14, A1, Cohen, Hsu, 18.61M)} reports on its front page that “the weekly count of 
new claims has been declining since late March, but that hopeful flicker barely siands out in an otherwise grim 
and chaotic economic landscape.” The Times adds that “in places where the fitful reopening has started, workers 
called back to their jobs often face reduced hours and paychecks as well as a heightened risk of infection.” 

According to the Washington Post (8/14, Romm, 14.2M), “The flood of new claims could further inflame 
tensions between President Trump and public-health officials over how quickly to try to restart parts of the 
economy, with Trump on Thursday alleging without evidence that some Democrais are trying to slow the process 
to hurt him politically.” The Post adds that “many Democrats have said the White House is trying to rush states to 
reopen without an adequate plan to curtail the further spread of the coronavirus.” 


: (5/14, story 4, 2:10, Muir, 
7.42M), the CBS Evening New: = (5/14, story 5, 2:30, O'Donnell, 5.25M), NBC Nightly News = (5/14, story 5, 
2.40, Holt, 7.88M), Bloomberg (5/14, Dmitrieva, 4.73M) and the AP (5/14, Rugaber). 


Among other news outlets reporting on the story are ABC World News Tonigh 


Coronavirus Pandemic Could Cost Insurance Industry Over $200 Billion, According To 
Lloyds Of London. 


The AP (5/14) reports, “The pandemic will cost the insurance industry over $200 billion, according to Lloyds of 
Loncion, who estimated that its own payouts are now on a par with the Sepi. 11, 2001 atlacks or the combined 
impact of hurricanes Harvey, Maria and Irma in 2017.” In general, “losses could widen if lockdowns continue into 
the next quarter, which would push the overall cost to the insurance industry to $203 billion. Unlike the storms, 
for example, the pandemic’s impact is global, sysiernic and long term.” A study by Lloyds also “assumed social 
distancing and lockdown measures through 2020, as well as the forecasts for the drop in gross domestic product 
globally.” 


Medical Professionals File Lawsuit Against Michigan Governor Over Lockdown 
Restrictions. 


The Washington Times (5/14, Varney, 492K) reporis, “Medical professionals and a patient in Michigan have filed 
a lawsuit against Democratic Gov. Greichen Whitmer as the battles grow between her and those favoring same 
relaxation of the economic shuidown she has imposed in response to the coronavirus crisis.” The suit also 
“names Michigan’s Attorney General Dana Nessel and Robert Gordon, the state’s Department of Health and 
Human Services director as defendants.” Michigan’s “population of 9.9 million” has “reported 48,391 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19, according to the state’s Department of Health and Human Services.” 


Transplant Of Brain Cells To A Patient With Parkinson’s Disease Sparks Ethical Questions. 


STAT (5/14, Begley, 24K) reports, “A secretive experiment revealed this week, in which neurosurgeons 
transplanted brain cells into a patient with Parkinson’s disease, made medical history.” The transplant was “the 
first time such ‘reprogrammed’ cells, produced from stem cells that had been created in the lab from the man’s 
own skin cells, had been used io try to treat the degenerative brain disease.” However, “ii was also a bioethics 
iceberg, with some issues in plain sight and many more lurking.” 


GADB0000003776 


Reopening Spurs Divide Among State Governors, Legislatures. 


The New York Times (5/14, 18.61M) reports that the Democratic governors in Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania, “backed by public health experts, have urged caution before reopening,” but the states’ 
Republican legisiatures “have been pushing in the opposite direction, arguing that the extended restriciions are 
threatening their personal freedom to go back to work and move around as they wish.” 


Connecticut Nursing Home Owner Purchases 400K Masks From Makeshift Supplier. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Wirz, Hufford, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports thal nursing homes are 
struggling to find masks and other important medical supplies. In one instance, a Connecticut nursing home 
owner purchased 400,000 masks from a Chinese makeshift supplier, without a prior relationship with the supplier. 


New Jersey, Delaware Reopen Beaches For Memorial Day With Restrictions. 


The Inguirer (PA) (5/14, McDaniel, Rosenberg, Orso, McCarthy, 347K) reports, “New Jersey beaches can 
reopen in time for Memorial Day -— with social distancing measures in place, Gov. Phil Murphy said Thursday.” 
The order “offered one of the first rays of light to a region worried about a shut-in summer due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but drew mixed reviews from the local officials who Murphy said will be responsible for limiting beach 
capacity and ensuring compliance with social distancing.” Delaware also “said its beaches would reopen with 
restrictions before the holiday weekend, though the state police will continue stopping drivers with out-of-state 
license plates to enforce restrictions on travel into the state.” 

Forbes (5/14, Perez, 9.71M), Bloomberg (5/14, Young, 4.73M) and the AP (5/14) also report. 


Minnesota Malls Begin To Reopen Monday, However, Mall Of America Plans For June 1. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/14, Kumar, 1.04M) reports, “While Gov. Tim Walz has given the green light fo 
Minnesota retailers to reopen as soon as Monday, it will take days or weeks before some of them get back up 
and running as they call back furloughed employees and establish new safety protocols.” Some mails, like the 
Galleria, will open Monday, while “other shopping mails in the region were in discussions with their owners and 
tenants this morning to discuss the timing of reopening plans and increased safety measures.” One mall, the Mall 
of America, “is among those that will take its time” as “the megamall’ noted on “Thursday that it will reopen for 
shopping on June 1.” 


New York Nursing Home Administrators Reportedly Worried About The State’s COVID-19 
Testing Goal. 


The AP (5/14, Peltz, Mustian) reporis, “As calls grow nationwide for mandatory coronavirus testing in nursing 
homes, New York facilities are sounding alarms about the state’s ambitious new demand to test roughly 185,000 
workers twice a week.” Some “administrators worry there won't be enough kils for an estimated 370,000 tests a 
week on workers al nursing homes and other adult care facilities, nearly double the total of tests done sialewide 
now on people in all walks of life.” Homes have also “questioned who will cover an expense estimated around 
$100 to $150 per test, though the state suggested Thursday the homes could send workers to free state testing 
sites.” 
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During Contact Tracing Efforts, New York City Mayor Leans On Aide That Previously 
Argued Against Closures. 


The New York Times (5/14, Rashbaum, Goodman, Mays, Goldstein, 18.61M) reports, “The head of New York 
City's public hospitals pushed to keep the city open in early March,” and “now Mayor de Blasio has put him in 
charge of contact tracing, deepening a rift with the Health Department.” According to the Times, Dr. Mitchell 
Kaiz, who leads the city’s public hospitals, wrote in an email in March to the mayor's aides that “there was ‘no 
proof that closures will help stop the spread.” Now, the mayor is relying on Dr. Katz and Health Depariment 
officials to navigate contact tracing. 


Trump, EPA Decide Not To Impose Limits On Water Contaminant Linked To Fetal Damage. 


The New York Times (5/14, Friedman, 18.61M) reporis, “The Trump administration will not impose any limits on 
perchiorate, a toxic chemical compound that contaminates water and has been linked to fetal and infant brain 
damage, according to two Environmental Protection Agency staff mernbers familiar with the decision.” The 
decision was made “by Andrew Wheeler, the administrator of the E.P_.A.,” and “appears to defy a court order that 
required the agency to establish a safe drinking-water standard for the chemical by the end of June.” Perchlorate 
“- which is used in rocket fuel, among other applications — has been under study for more than a decade, but 
because coniamination is widespread, regulations have been difficult.” 

The Washington Post (5/14, Dennis, Ejlperin, 14.2M)} reports, “Under President Barack Obama, the EPA 
had announced in 2011 that it planned to set ihe first enforceable limits on perchlorate because of its potential 
health impacts.” However, “both the Defense Department and military manufacturers have long resisied any 
restrictions on the chemical, which is also used in fireworks, munitions and other ignition devices.” 

The AP (5/14, Knickmeyer) reporis “the Environmental Protection Agency proposal to drop any federal 
regulation of” perchlorate “would translate to lower iQs and other problems for an unknown number of American 
babies, pediatrician and public health groups say.” 


Wyoming To Relax Restrictions On Bars And Restaurants. 


Newsweek (5/14, Roos, 1.53M) reporis, “Wyoming, the state that has reported the fewest number of COVID-19 
deaths so far, will be reopening its bars, restauranis, gyms and more on Friday with social distancing guidelines 
in place.” The state’s governor, Mark Gordon, “announced the state’s next phase of reopening during a news 
conference Wednesday.” Gorcion said, “It’s important io remember that, even as we ease restrictions, the virus Is 
not gone.” He added, “It is still here, itis still invisible and it is still capable of wreaking havoc. And it’s going to be 
with us for sore time in Wyoming, just like the rest of the country.” 


Democrats Present Legislation Aimed At Protecting Health Data During COVID-19 
Pandemic. 


The Hill (5/74, Rodrigo, 2.98M) reports, “Democrats in both chambers introduced legislation Thursday aimed at 
protecting the privacy and security of health data during the coronavirus pandemic.” The legislation, the Public 
Health Emergency Privacy Act, “would place strict limits on what and by who data collected for public health 
purposes can be used, implement data minimization procedures for that info and require opt-in consent for any 
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efforts.” The act “comes as health agencies and tech companies are developing contact tracing and moniioring 
tools to contain the pandemic.” 


White House List Of Coronavirus Testing Labs Not Useful, Nine States Say. 


NPR (5/14, Greenfieidboyce, 3.12M)} reports nine state health depariments, in response to a query from NPR, 
say thai the list of labs provided by the White House that could potentially test for coronavirus did not actually 
help their states achieve more testing. Also, “six states said that the lists hadn’t even been seen or reviewed — at 
least as far as the responding official knew.” In fact, “Alabama is the only state where officials told NPR that the 
list had been reviewed and thai it had resulted in increased testing.” 


Testing Project On Tiny Michigan Island Underway. 


The Detroit Free Press (5/14, 1.52M) reporis Grosse ile, Michigan, a tiny island in the Detroit River, is taking part 
ina COVID-19 testing project, data from which will be used by researchers about “how the virus spread — or 
didn’t spread ~ among residents whose only connections to the rest of the state are two bridges, one of which is 
out of commission until December.” 


AMA Warns Physicians Against Using Coronavirus Antibody Tests To Inform Healthcare 
Decisions. 


Modern Healthcare (5/14, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports “the American Medical Association is warning 
doctors against using [antibody] tests designed to identify people already exposed to the coronavirus to make 
healthcare decisions for individual patients.” 


Virginia Governor Asks Federal Government To Increase Testing At Two Federal Detention 
Facilities. 


The Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (5/14, Times-Dispatch, 277K) reports Virginia “Gov. Ralph Northam on 
Thursday asked that the federal government perform more screening and testing for COVID-19 at the Farrnville 
and Caroline County detention centers.” 


CVS Plans To Open 1,000 Self-Swab Coronavirus Test Locations By Month’s End. 


Forbes (5/14, Japsen, 9.71M)} reports “CVS Health is escalaiing its cross-country effort to expand testing for the 
Coronavirus strain COVID-19 with plans to open 1,000 locations by the end of the month.” 


US Said To Be Making Progress In Coronavirus Testing Numbers. 


Vox (5/14, 2.27M} says that “after an April that some experts described as ‘wasied,’ it looks like America is finally 
making some real progress on coronavirus testing in May.” Over the last few “weeks, the United States has seen 
significant improvements not just with the raw number of Covid-19 tests but also with other metrics experts use 
to gauge the scope of the US’s coronavirus outbreak and its testing capacity.” Specifically, “during the week of 
May 5, the US averaged nearly 300,000 new coronavirus tests a day, according to the Covid Tracking Project,” 
nearly double the approximately “150,000 daily tesis performed in early April, although it still falls short of the 
number of new tests a day experis say is needed to fully control the outbreak.” 
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Abbott Lab’s ID Now COVID-19 Misses Up To Half Of Cases Found By Another Test, Study 
Suggests. 


Modern Healthcare (5/14, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports “a study has found that Abbott Lab’s ID Now 
COVID-19 test missed as many as half of the cases found to be positive by another test.” Investigators “found 
that while initially the ID Now COVID-19 assay performed well, as the viral load decreased, the Abbott test 
produced more false negatives.” The findings were published in Bioxriv. 


The Portland (ME) Press Herald (5/14, 244} also reports. 


Bill Gates-Funded Program That Provides At-Home Coronavirus Test Kits Put On Hold Until 
Federal Approval Is Granted. 


CBS News (5/13, 3.68M) reports that “Bill Gates is funding a new program to provide at-home coronavirus 
testing kits to residents in the Seattle area. The initiative aims to help researchers better understand how COVID- 
19 spreads through communities.” However, “after an initial rollout that Gates said was testing about 300 people 
a day, the program has been put on ‘pause’ while it awaits federal approval.” 


Pandemic Reportedly Reveals Vulnerabilities In American Business Model For Hospitals. 


The New York Times (5/15, Kiiff, 18.61M)} reports that “the American health care system for years has provided 
many hospitals with a clear playbook for turning a profit: Provide surgeries, scans and other well-reimbursed 
services to privately insured patienis, whose plans pay higher prices than public programs like Medicare and 
Medicaid.” The coronavirus pandemic “has shown the vulnerabilities of this business model, with procedures 
canceled, tesis postponed and millions of newly unemployed Americans expected io lose the health coverage 
they received ai work.” The disruption to medical facilities’ “operations may ullimately leave Americans with less 
access to medical care, according to financial analysts, health economists and policy experis.” 


Biogen Blocks Creative Biolabs From Selling Products That Allegedly Used Antibody From 
Its Experimental Alzheimer’s Drug. 


Bloomberg Law (5/14, Decker, Subscription Publication, 4K) reporis New York-based Creative Biolabs has 
agreed to stop selling products that are allegedly “knock-offs of antibodies used in Biogen’s experimental 
Alzheimer’s drug...according to a court filing.” Creative Biolabs has also agreed “to halt infringing patents Biogen 
controls, no longer use Biogen’s trademarks to promote products, and destroy any inventory that did so, under 
the terms of the consent decree posied with the federal court in Boston.” According to Bloomberg, “Biogen has 
said it plans to seek U.S. Food and Drug Adminisiration approval for a drug using the antibody aducanumab for 
treatment of early Alzheimer’s.” 


Opinion: New Hampshire Tobacco 21 Policy Will Reduce Chances Of Lifelong Nicotine 
Addiction, Protect Developing Brains. 


in the New Hampshire Union Leader (5/15, 109K), Dr. Seth Emont, who manages the Tobacco Cessation 
Program at Cheshire Medical Center, writes that there are “a number of reasons” that a New Hampshire 
Tobacco 21 policy is “a good idea.” Emont argues that such a policy “will help reduce the chances of lifelong 
nicotine addiction.” and help to “protect developing brains.” 
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Global Health News 


China’s Foreign Ministry Says U.S. Claims Regarding Hacking Of COVID-19 Research Are 
Slander. 


Reuters reports China's foreign minisiry has called U.S. claims that hackers linked to the country are “breaking 
into U.S. COVID-19 research” slanderous. Spokesman Zhao Lijlan said “any action online to sabotage efforis 
against the disease should be condemned.” 

Health Groups Ask India To Rescind Gilead’s Patents For COVID-19 Drug Remdesivir. 


Reuters (5/14, Siddiqui) reports, “Two health advocacy groups have written to the Indian government asking ft to 


rescind patents given to Gilead Sciences for the drug remdesivir so it can be distributed more fairly fo 
coronavirus patients around the world, particularly in poorer nations.” The health groups argue Gilead’s recent 
licensing and distribution pacts for remdesivir “mean cheaper forms of the drug may not become available in 
nations seen as non-profitable to the five drugmakers.” K. Gopakumar, senior legal researcher at Third World 
Network, said, “The licenses divide the global market into two and profitable markets are retained with Gilead 
and less profitable markets are given to the five generic companies.” 


Russia’s ChemRar Testing Favipiravir In Second-, Third-phase Testing As Potential COVID- 
19 Treatment. 


Reuters (5/14, Marrow, Stolyarov, Golubkova} reports Russian company ChemRar, which is conducting trials of 
a potential COVID-19 treatment, “said on Thursday it was testing it on infected patients in what it called second- 
and third-phase clinical tials based on World Health Organisation (WHO) criteria.” Reuters adds, “The drug, 
favipiravir, which was first developed in Japan under the name Avigan, secured 150 million roubles ($2 million) in 
funding from the Russian Direct Investment Fund.” 


Chinese Automaker Backed By Buffett Fails To Gain US Approval For Their Masks. 


Bloomberg (5/14, 4.73M)} reports, “China’s BYD Co., the carmaker backed by Warren Buffett's Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc., was denied a U.S. regulatory certification it needs to sell respirator masks to the state of 
California.” The agency, the National institute for Occupational Safety and Health, did not “approve BYD’s masks 
for a number of factors, according to an emailed statement that doesn’t disclose details for confidentiality 
reasons.” BYD was notified “on May 4 that a contractor's assessment of two BYD factories in China found them 
to be not acceptable.” 


Total Number Of Coronavirus Cases Globally Approaches 4.4M. 


The Wail Street Journal (5/14, Hua, Calfas, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the number of coronavirus 
cases worldwide, according to data compiled by Johns Hopkins University, approached nearly 4.4 million, with 
nearly 300,000 deaths. Of the total number of cases, close to one third is in the US. 

Forbes (5/14, Porterfield, 9.77M) also reports. 


European Governments Hoping Antibody Tests Will Help Inform Strategies To Avoid 
Second Wave Of Infections. 
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Reuters (5/14, Miller} reports many governments in Europe “are scrambling to buy antibody tests to find out how 
many of their citizens were infected” with coronavirus, “in the hope that will help them craft strategies io avoid a 
second wave of COVID-19 cases.” However, “exactly how — or even if — the information will be of use remains 
unclear, raising the risk that public funds and government time are being wasted.” 


European Commission Suspends Delivery Of 10M Chinese Masks Due To Quality Concerns. 


The AP (5/14) reports “the European Commission said Thursday it has suspended the delivery of 10 million 
Chinese masks io member siates and Britain after two countries complained about the poor quality of the 
batches they received.” 


Dental Practices In France Begin Cautiously Re-Opening. 


The AP (5/14) reports dental practices in France “are cautiously reopening and accepting appointments after the 
French government eased restriclions on some businesses, services and public activity.” 


Italy To Start Testing Campaign Across 2,000 Cities To Understand Extent Of Outbreak. 


Reuters (5/14, Amante} reports “Italy will start testing a representative sample of 150,000 people in 2,000 cities 
next week to understand the extent of its COVID-19 epidemic, the head of the government's scientific committee 
toid parliament on Thursday.” 


France’s Coronavirus Death Toll Surpasses Spain’s Again. 


Reuters (5/14) reports “France’s cumulative coronavirus death toll edged over Spain’s again as France reported 
on Thursday the number of people who died of COVID-19 in the past 24 hours increased by 351 or 1.3% to 
27 425.” 


Wuhan Starts Massive Testing Campaign Of Roughly 11M People. 


Reuters (5/14, Goh} reports “residents in Wuhan braved pouring rain in queues of more than an hour to take part 
in a government-led exercise to test the city’s 11 million people for the novel coronavirus, a scale health experis 
describe as unprecedented.” 

The New York Times (5/14, Wee, Wang, 18.61M)} reports that “the testing drive, which is likely fo require the 
mobilization of thousands of medical and other workers, shows the ruling Communist Party's resolve io prevent a 
second wave of infections as it tries to restart China’s economy.” However, “such comprehensive testing poses 
challenges,” and it remains unclear “how Wuhan will procure enough testing kits and process all the samples, 
and whether such a broad, systematic approach is the best use of resources when the city’s infections are low.” 


Prime Minister Abe Lifts State Of Emergency Through Most Of Japan. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Landers, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe lifted a state of emergency in most of the country outside of Tokyo and aiiributed voluntary 
restrictions for a sharp decrease in the number of new coronavirus infections. 


UNICEF Chief Warns Lockdowns Could Cause More Harm Than Actual Virus In Low-, 
Middle-Income Countries. 
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The Hill (5/44, Klar, 2.98M) reports “the chief of health at the United Nations International Children’s Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) is warning that lockdowns meant to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus could cause more 
harm than the virus itself in ‘low- and middle-income countries.” 

The Washington Post (5/74, Sly, 14.2M)} also reports. 


Russian Government Criticizes Media Reports Claiming Russia’s COVID-19 Deaths Are 
Underreported. 


The Hill (5/14, Concha, 2.98M} reports “Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova is criticizing 
news outlets for printing ‘disinformation’ after The New York Times and Financial Times reported that the 
country’s COVID-19 death toll could be considerably higher than what the Kremlin is reporting.” 

The AP (5/14) also reports. 


Asian Countries, After Stopping Initial Outbreak, See Second Wave Of Cases. 


Bloomberg (5/14, 4.73M) reports that “after containing their outbreaks through measures from strict lockdowns to 
rapid testing regimes...Asian economies that have seen some of the most success quelling the coronavirus — 
Hong Kong, South Korea and China — are now facing resurgences that underscore how it may be nearly 
impossible to eradicate it.” 


China Attempted To Dissuade New Zealand From Imposing Strict Coronavirus Restrictions. 


Newsweek (5/14, 1.53M) reports “China iried to dissuade the New Zealand government from imposing its tough 
restrictions to mitigate the coronavirus, believing them to be an ‘overreaction, New Zealand Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Winston Peters has said.” 


Canada’s Prime Minister Says World Has Changed Even If Pandemic Ends Or Vaccine Is 
Found. 


Reuters (5/14) reports “Canadians should accept the world will change even if a vaccine is found and the 


coronavirus pandemic ends, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said on Thursday, urging people to adjust 
to a new normal that will require modified behaviour.” 


EU’s Foreign Policy Chief Calls For Independent Investigation Into Pandemic’s Origins. 
Reuters (5/14) reports “the European Union’s foreign policy chief [Josep Borrell] called on China on Thursday to 


contribute significantly to the fight againsi the coronavirus pandemic and said there should be an independent 
scientific investigation into the origins of the pandemic.” 


10C President Will Not “Fuel Any Speculation” That Tokyo Olympics Might Not Be Held 
Next Year. 
USA Today (5/14, Schad, 10.31M) reports “International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach said 
Thursday that he would not ‘fuel any speculation’ that the Tokyo Olympics might not be held in 2021.” 

OC Sefs Aside $800M For Loans Related To Posiponing Tokyo Olympics. The AP (5/14) 
reports “the OC set aside $800 million on Thursday for loans and payments arising frorn the pandemic that 
forced the 2020 Tokyo Olympics to be postponed.” {ft remains “unclear how big the total postponement bill will be 
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with Olympic organizers and public authorities in Japan facing extra costs estimated fo run into billlons of 
dallars.” 


South Africa To Assign Specific Coronavirus Restrictions For Each Of Its Districts. 


Reuters (5/14) reports “South Africa will assign levels of lockdown restrictions for each of the country’s roughly 
50 districts, depending on the number of active coronavirus infections there, Health Minister Zweli Mkhize said 
on Thursday.” 


Surge In Number Of People In Yemen Dying With COVID-19 Symptoms. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Raghavan, 14.2M) reports “the number of peaple dying with covid-19 symptoms has 
dramatically spiked in war-riven Yemen, triggering fears that coronavirus infections are considerably higher than 
official figures, the Save the Children charity said Thursday.” 


Increasing Number Of Physicians In Russia Dying From Pandemic. 


The New York Times (5/14, Troianovski, 18.61M) reporis an increasing number of physicians in Russia on the 
front lines of the pandemic are dying, a situation made worse by a general lack of access by healthcare 
professionals to personal protective gear. 


UK Government In Talks With Roche To Buy COVID-19 Antibody Tests. 


Reuters (5/14, Faulconbridge, Holton) reports that following tts approval by Public Health England, the UK 
government “is in talks with Swiss drugmaker Roche Holding AG to buy an accurate COVID-19 antibody tesi, 
following the lead of the European Union and United States, which had already given preliminary approval to the 
tests.” 

Reuters (5/13, Fauiconbridge, Holton) and CNN (5/14, Ramsay, isaac, 83.16M) provide additional coverage 
of the original approval. 


ee 


Trump Administration Reportedly Mulling Indefinite Border Restrictions Amid COVID-19 
Outbreak. 


The Hill (5/14, Wise, 2.98M) says, “The Trump administration is reportedly working to unveil a new order that 
would indefinitely extend border restrictions amid the coronavirus outbreak, according to a report in The New 
York Times.” This “move, which is reportedly currently being reviewed by several government agencies, would 
keep legal points of entry shuttered and restrict nonessential travel through Mexico and Canada until the director 
of the Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) concluded that the coronavirus no longer posed a 
threat to public health, the Times reporied citing officiais and a draft of the public health order.” Officials from the 
CDC “would continue to assess the threats posed by the virus every 30 days and the new plan would give 
Robert Redfield, director of the CDC, authority over when the U.S. borders are safe to reopen.” 

The Daily Caller (5/14, Hopkins, 716K} and National Review (5/14, Evans, 731K) also cover the story. 


Gottlieb Suggests Schools Should Attempt In-Person Education This Fall When Possible. 
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CNBC (5/14, Stankiewicz, 3.62M) reports former FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb on CNBC’s “Squawk Box” 
said that US schools should be willing to attempt in-person education this fail if the coronavirus pandemic “isn’t 
rampant.” Gottlieb said, “I do think we're going to have to contend with Covid going into the fall, but it might not 
be in September,” adding, “It might occur later into the fall, and we should at least make an atlempt to open the 
schools if this isn’t spreading widely.” However, he “stressed that decisions on welcoming students back to 
classrooms will have to be made locally, depending on the scale of Covid-719 outbreaks in states and 
communities.” 

The Hill (5/14, Klar, 2.98M)} also reporis. 


Opinion: Acceptance Of Pandemic’s Effect On Our Lives Could Speed Up Needed 
Adjustments. 


Former CDC Director Torn Frieden writes in the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) that the concept of the “five 
stages of grief’ simplifies “a complex process’ of “core truths: People tend to accept harsh realities gradually and 
with difficulty.” However, “recognition of the pandemic’s impact, and widespread embrace of the final stage, 
acceptance, could speed our collective path to new, post-pandemic normal.” While the pandemic “has upended 
lives around the world” and the worid is collectively “acknowledging, and grieving, these losses and the life 
rituals...disrupted by the pandemic,” the sooner “people come to terms with the reality of the pandemic, the 
quicker we can prepare for lasting changes to the ways we can work, learn, relax, govern ourselves and even 
treat one another.” 


Mask Manufacturer Executive Testifies About How Government Allegedly Ignored His 
Previous Warnings Of Insufficient Mask Production. 


CNN (5/14, Kelly, Watis, Gloria, 83.16M) reporis “an executive for a US mask producer bemoaned, in heated 
and emotional testimony Thursday to Congress, how his warnings of insufficient domestic medical mask 
production had been ignored by the federal government for years until the coronavirus pandemic.” While 
“speaking before the House Energy and Commerce Committee, Mike Bowen, the vice president of the Texas- 
based medical supply company Prestige Ameritech, said the US dependence on foreign masks has been a 
national security issue for years.” According to CNN, “Bowen described conversations over the past 13 years in 
which he had offered manufacturing deals to the” CDC “that included ‘mak(ing) sure that the Department of 
Defense and the Veterans Administration always has masks,’ adding that ‘| coulcn’t get anybody interested in ii.” 


White House To Require Some Essential Drugs To Be Manufactured In US, Sources Say. 


The Hill (6/14, Moreno, 2.98M) reports “the White House is preparing to require that some essential drugs be 
made in the U.S. as the Trump administration tries to limit dependency on China for medical supplies, sources 
toid CNBC.” Earlier in the year, White House trade advisor Peter Navarro “proposed a similar executive order.” 
Navarro’s order “would streamline regulatory approvals for ‘American-made’ drugs and impose similar Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) restrictions on U.S. production facilities as those abroad.” The order “will also 
encourage government agencies to only buy American-made medical products.” Still, “itis unclear if the 


executive order the unnamed sources referred to is the same as Navarro’s. 
Bloomberg (5/14, Stein, Capaccio, 4.73M} also reporis on the story. 
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Gottlieb Says He Sees Signs That The Coronavirus Epidemic Is Slowing In US. 


Intelligencer (NY) (5/74, Raymond, 1.1M) reports that “as states across the country begin to reopen their 
economies, the United States is ‘seeing signs of a slowing epidemic, former FDA commissioner Scott Gottlieb 
told a House subcommittee Wednesday.” The piece says “Gottlieb told lawmakers that even as testing for the 
coronavirus is becoming more available, the rate of positive tests is going down. ‘There are hopeful signs, he 
said.” 


Coronavirus Can Cause Strokes In Young People, Physicians Say. 


The New York Times (5/14, Rabin, 18.61M)} reports coronavirus infection can cause strokes in young people, 
something which is very rare. The Times highlights the case of Ravi Sharma, a healthy 27-year-old EMT wha 
had a stroke after becoming infected with coronavirus, and says physicians around the US have reported similar 
cases. 

Senators Ask CDC To Examine Risk Of Strokes in Younger, Middie-Aged Patients With 
COVID-19. The Hill (5/14, Budryk, 2.98M) reports “Sens. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) and Marco Rubio (R-Fia.} 
are asking the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to assess the risk of strokes in younger and 


middle-aged coronavirus patients.” The senators wrote to CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield, “We believe itis 
critical that the CDC evaluate the prevalence of stroke in COVID-19 patients, including the potential link to stroke 
from the development of blood clots caused by the virus.” 


Online Pharmacy HealthWarehouse Saw Spike In Demand For Hydroxychloroquine In Mid- 
March. 


NPR (3/14, Horn, 3.12M) reports that, “in mid-March, when the unproven idea of giving coronavirus patients antl- 
maiarial drugs emerged on social media and on Fox News, the online pharmacy HealthWarehouse said orders 
for hydroxychloroquine started to spike.” The FDA “has since put out a warning against using it for COVID-19.” 


Survivors Of COVID-19 Pandemic In Nursing Homes Remain In Isolation. 


ABC News (5/15, Mosk, Freger, Romero, Pecorin, 2.97M) reports on “one of the unexpected consequences of 
COVID-19 in nursing homes: the extended isolation of those who have survived.” The majority, “if not all of the 
15,000 nursing facilities around the country have prohibited outside visitors since early March — federal 
regulators announced measures directing nursing homes to ‘significantly restrict visitors and nonessential 
personnel on March 13.” Still, “even with nursing home residents largely cordoned off, the virus has moved 
effortlessly through many facilities, most likely carried by staff members who were infected but asymptomatic.” 
On Thursday, CMS Adminisirator Seema Verma said in an interview, “We want to make sure that whatever we 
do, that we are putting the health and safety of the nursing home residents at the top. ... That's the most 
important priority. So we're starting to have those discussions about how we can make sure that nursing homes 
are safe and thal visitors can come back in a safe way.” 


Former BARDA Director Says Trump Official Tried To Fast-Track Funding For His Friend’s 
Unproven COVID-19 “Treatment.” 
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ProPublica (5/14, Song, 60) reports former Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority 
Director “Rick Bright says that his Trurmp-appointed boss tried to fasi-track funding for a friend’s coronavirus 
treatment, and that he was reassigned for insisting that funding be reserved for ‘safe and scientifically vetted 
solutions.” A copy of his scheduled testimony, released Wednesday, “spoke generally of how officials at the 
Depariment of Health and Human Services...dismissed his early warnings to act quickly against the virus.” 


Thousands Volunteer To Be Exposed To Novel Coronavirus In Human Classified Trial Led 
By 1Day Sooner. 


Fox News (5/14, Hein, 27.59M) reports, “More than 20,000 people have signed up to voluniarily be exposed to 
the novel coronavirus in a yet-to-be formulated ‘human classified trial,” which is “being led by a group called 
{Day Sooner.” According to Fox News, “Human challenge trials for coronavirus have the support of 35 members 
of the House of Representatives who wrote fo the Food and Drug Administration and the Department of Health 
and Human Services arguing that they should be allowed.” 


Former BARDA Head Tells Congress Coronavirus Vaccine Won’t Be Ready In 12 To 18 
Months. 


CNBC (5/14, Feuer, 3.62M) reports that a coronavirus vaccine “won't be ready for distribution in 12 to 18 months 
as White House officials have assured the public, ousted federal vaccine scientist Dr. Rick Bright told Congress 
Thursday.” Bright told members of the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health, “A lot of 
optimism is swirling around a 12-to-18 month timeframe if everything goes perfectly. We've never seen 
everything go perfectly.” 

CQ Roll Call (5/14, Kopp, 154K) reports Bright, “who oversaw vaccine development in his BARDA role, 
warned that the distribution of an eventual vaccine could be delayed by the same supply chain issues thai led to 
mass shortages of personal protective equipment.” Bright said: “Hf you can imagine a scenario, this fall or this 
winter or early next spring, when a vaccine becomes available ... there’s no one company that can produce 
enough for the country or for the world. There are going to be limited supplies.” 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: U.S. News & World Report (5/14, Hagen, 2.4M}, The 
Hill (5/44, Budryk, 2.98M), the Washington Examiner (5/14, Morrison, 448K), and the Financial Times (5/14, 
Stacey, Subscription Publication, 1.346). 


Former BARDA Director Says Administration Ignored Warnings Of Supply Shortages. 


The New York Times (5/14, Stolberg, 18.61M) reports the whistleblower “who was ousted as the head of a 
federal medical research agency charged on Thursday that top Trump adminisiration officials failed to heed his 
early warnings to stock up on masks and other supplies to combat the coronavirus, and that Americans died as a 
result.” Dr. Rick Bright, “who was removed in April as the director of the Department of Health and Human 
Services’s Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, told a House subcommittee: ‘Lives were 
endangered, and | believe lives were lost.” 

The Hill (5/14, Weixel, 2.98M) reporis Bright “told House lawmakers on the Energy and Commerce Health 
Subcommittee that he began to get aleris from manufacturers that the supply chain for masks and other personal 
protective equipment was ‘diminishing rapidly’ as early as January.” He “said he warned his superiors about 
severe shoriages of N95 respirators needed for front-line health care workers.” 
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CBS’ 60 Minutes (5/14, Zubrow, 11.55M) and Axios (5/14, Fernandez, 521K) also report. 


White House Press Secretary, Senior Trump Adviser Dismiss Ousted HHS Official’s Claims. 


Fox News (5/14, Nelson, 27.59M) reporis White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany on Thursday 
“reacted io ousted Trump administration scientist Rick Brighi’s claim that the president was ‘dismissive’ of a 
warning about the severity of the coronavirus outbreak.” Bright, “the former HHS official who filed a whistleblower 
complaint claiming he was removed from his post for disagreeing with the Trump administration’s response to 
coronavirus, said Thursday that officials at the Department of Health and Human Services were ‘dismissive’ of 
his warning about the contagion and said that if the government doesn’t follow his guidance ‘2020 will be the 
darkest winter in modern history.” McEnany told America’s Newsroom: “It sounds like Mr. Bright hasn’t really 
been paying that much aliention ai all.” 

The Daily Caller (5/14, Davis, 716K) reports Trump adviser Peter Navarro also “tore into Dr. Rick Bright 
during a Fox News appearance Thursday after Bright testified on Capitol Hill” Navarro said: “I find it highly ironic 
that you’ve got Bright up there on Capitol Hill issuing these dire warnings on the very day President Trump is 
going to the beautiful Lehigh Valley to announce a tougher, smarter, more resilient strategic national stockpile.” 

Among other media outlets reporting are: Fox News (5/14, Kaplan, 27.59M), the Washington Examiner 
(5/14, Soeliner, 448K), the Washington Examiner (5/14, Colton, 448K), in a separate article, and the Daily Caller 
(5/14, Caruso, 716K). 


HHS Whistleblower’s Attorneys Say Watchdog Finds “Substantial Likelihood Of 
Wrongdoing.” 

CNBC (5/14, Mangan, 3.62M) reports that a government watchdog “has found a ‘substantial likelihood of 
wrongdoing’ in the removal of a vaccine specialist from leading a federal agency handling coronavirus response, 
his lawyers disclosed Thursday.” The preliminary finding “from the Office of the Special Counsel, which is 
investigating Rick Bright's whistleblower complaint, was disclosed just before Bright began testifying before a 
House panel.” 


FDA Authorizes Human Trials For AIM ImmunoTech’s Drug To Treat COVID-19 In Patients 
With Cancer. 

The Ocala (FL) Star-Banner (5/14, Medina, 81K) reports the U.S. FDA “recently authorized human trials for a 
drug made by a Marion County-based” AIM ImmunoTech’s drug Ampligen “to possibly treat COVID-19 patients 
who have cancer.” The trial “will be conducted by Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center in Buffalo, New 
York.” 


Opinion: Following Science Is Best Path For Our Leaders To Avoid “Darkest Winter.” 


In an articie for Forbes (5/14, 9.771M), contributor Seth Cohen writes that Dr. Richard Bright, “the former director 
of the nation’s Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority painted a perilous picture of the 


traiectory of the coronavirus pandemic — unless leadership of the country undertakes a much more science- 
focused approach. Yel what is most unsetiling about Bright's testimony before the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce is his belief that, absent a course correciion by the nation’s leaders, America may face it’s 
‘darkest winter in modern history’ later this year.” Cohen argues, “Following science, not fomeniing doubt and 
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fear, is the best path for our leaders to follow if we are io avoid, in Dr. Bright's words, our nation’s darkest winter. 
Here’s hoping they see the light before its too late.” 


CDC Issues Six Brief Checklists To Guide Businesses, Schools, Others On Reopening. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Ai, Bernstein, Wan, Dawsey, Weiner, 14.2M) reports, “With hundreds of millions of 
people still seeking advice on resuming their lives safely, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued 
a scant six pages of recommendations Thursday to guide schools, businesses, day-care facilitles and others into 
the next phase of the coronavirus pandemic.” The six “checklists — which also address resiaurants, mass transit 
and camps ~— come days, and in some cases weeks, after many states have begun to lift restrictions on their 
own.” The advice “is less detailed than draft recommendations the agency sent to the White House for review 
last month.” 

The AP (5/14, Stobbe, Dearen) reports the CDC “posted six one-page ‘decision tool’ documents that use 
traffic signs and other graphics to tell organizations what they should consider before reopening.” The agency 
“drafted the reopening guidance more than a month ago and it was initially shelved by the administration, the AP 
reported last week.” The CDC “also had prepared even more extensive guidance — about 57 pages of it — that 
has not been posted.” 

CBS News (5/15, 3.68M) reports “the published memo on child care facilities completely removes from the 
draft guidance a warning to, ‘be ready to close if there are increased cases.” According to CBS, “CDC Director 
Robert Redfield said that the draft guidance had been ‘shared prematurely’ and ‘had not been vetted through the 
interagency review eons 


story 3, 2:20, Muir, 7 42M), the New York Times (5/15, ‘Bane buesiiohe. 18.61M), Bloomberg ire . 
Court, Sink, 4.73M), ABC News (5/14, Flaherty, Gittleson, Cathey, 2.97M), Reuters (5/14, Steenhuysen), CNN 
(5/14, Fox, 83.16M), NPR (5/14, Hagemann, 3.12M), The Hill (5/14, Sullivan, 2.98M), Politico (6/14, Roubein, 
4.29M), and Axios (5/14, Rummier, 521K). 


Former BARDA Chief Will Start At New Job Next Week, Attorneys Say. 


CNN (5/14, Collins, Tapper, 83.16M) reporis Dr. Rick Bright, who fied a whistleblower complaint after being 
removed from his role as the leader of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), 
“will start his new job in a role inside the federal government's coronavirus response next week, his attorneys 
said Thursday.” A Department of Health and Human Services source “told CNN that Bright has been offered the 
job of second-in-command of the Accelerating Covid-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines partnership.” 
Bright’s lawyers “said in a Thursday evening news release that he plans to report to that job next week now that 
it has been identified.” 


Texas Paid $45 Million For COVID-19 Tests. 


The Austin (TX) American Statesman (5/13, Price, Subscription Publication, 343K) reported, “In a glimpse into 
the cost of coronavirus testing, the state of Texas is paying $45 million for 300,000 oral-swab tests — or $150 per 
test, according to a purchase order obtained by the American-Staiesman through an open records request.” The 
cost “for healthcare providers and laboratories to test patients for COVID-19, according to the Medicare bulletin, 
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was $35.92 for the tests developed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and $51.33 for all 
other commercial tests.” The piece said “officials at the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services” said 
“that they would pay $100 for COVID-19 tests thal increase testing capacity and lead to faster results” in April. 


Healthcare Personnel Continue To Report Elevated COVID-19 Infection Rates. 


The Chicago Tribune (5/14, Bowen, 2.65M) reporis, “Nationally, the Centers for Disease Contral and Prevention 
reported about 9,000 cases of COVID-19 among health care personnel, a wide designation that includes 
pharmacists, laboratory workers, security guards and clerical staff.” Of this group, “90% were not hospitalized, 
and 27 people died.” However, these daia are likely underestimates, “according to a CDC spokeswoman.” 


Rural Hospitals Need Access To Telehealth To Battle Coronavirus Pandemic, Experts Say. 


Healthcare IT News (5/14, Jercich, 2K) reports that rural hospital leaders said during a webinar Thursday that 
“COVID-19 has magnified the need for access to telehealth ~ and that it’s a mistake to rely on one-size, fils-all 
solutions for virtual care.” in a report that was made available “by the Bipartisan Policy Center in advance of the 
webinar noted that the steps taken to make services more accessible amid the coronavirus pandemic could be 
made permanent in order io improve rural healthcare access.” One part of the report highlighted government 
support, and said, “In March 2020, as coronavirus evolved into a pandemic, Congress voted io temporarily waive 
telehealth requirements for Medicare providers, allowing the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, or 
CMS, to reimburse clinicians for telehealth visits with patients at hame in an area with a designated emergency.” 


Trump Announces Plan To “Replenish And Modernize” Strategic National Stockpile. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Goldstein, 14.2M) reports “President Trump announced Thursday a plan to 
reconfigure the government’s chronically undersupplied stockpile of emergency gear to help combat the 
coronavirus pandemic, accelerating manufacturing and broadening the array of supplies il houses.” Trump “said 
his administration is launching what he termed a ‘groundbreaking initiative’ to ‘replenish and modernize’ the 
government's siores of masks, ventilators and other essential pandemic-fighting medical equipment to create a 
90-day reserve.” While staying “with his ‘America first mantra, Trump and his aides said the manufacturing 
would be carried out by U.S. companies, diminishing the reliance on foreign faciories that have been the 
stockpile’s major sources.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Ballhaus, Levy, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that when the novel 
coronavirus first started to spread within the US, the Strategic National Stockpile only had one to three weeks of 
the majority of equipment and did not include many supplies that have been critical while battling the current 
pandemic. 

The AP (5/14, Colvin, Superville) reports Trump said while visiting a medical equipment distributor in 
Pennsylvania, “Wouldr’t that be nice? ... My goal is io produce everything America needs for ourselves and then 
export to the world, including medicines.” The President “had complained about supply chains in a television 
interview that aired before he left Washington for the trip to Qwens and Minor Inc. in Allentown.” 

Reuters (5/14, Alper} reports “the Trump administration is seeking to add 300 million N95 masks, the 
respiratory protective devices that are key to protecting medical workers fighting the deadly coronavirus, to the 
U.S. stockpile by the fall, a senior adminisiration official said on Thursday.” While “speaking to reporiers during a 
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telephone briefing, the official said the administration hopes ullimately to replenish its strategic national siockpile, 
which had only 13 million N95s at the beginning of the outbreak, to 1 billion in total.” 

CBS News (5/14, Watson, 3.68M) reports Trump “blames the Obama administration for the shortfall’ of the 
stockpile. Trump said, “Under the previous administration the stockpile was depleted and never fully refilled. ... 
My administration is taking action to modernize the stockpiles during this crisis.” 

Politico (5/14, Lim, 4.29M) reports one senior Administration official said, “Of all the items that a Covid 
patient in a hospital consumed during a length of stay, we only carried 28 percent of thase. ... We did not carry a 
lot of critical care drugs, we did not carry testing supplies. These were never in the Strategic National Stockpile. 
They will be in the Strategic National Stockpile going forward.” Retooling the stockpile “toward pandemic needs 
could be an important step if a second wave of infections emerges this fall, as many public health experts 
predict.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are a video in the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M)}, 
Bloomberg (5/14, Parker, Sink, Fabian, 4.73M), CNBC (5/14, Macias, 3.62M), Fox News (5/14, O'Reilly, 
27,.59M), Fox Business (5/14, Manfredi, 1.73M), the Washington Examiner (5/14, Crilly, 448), the Washington 
Times (5/14, Boyer, 492K), Newsweek (5/14, Crisp, 1.53M), CQ Roll Call (5/14, Marquette, 154K), Modern 
Healthcare (5/14, Brady, Subscription Publication, 214K), and the Daily Caller (5/14, Datoc, 716K). 


Former BARDA Chief Warns Trump Administration Still Has No National Plan For 
Pandemic. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/14, Armour, Grimaldi, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that Dr. Rick Bright, 
who was removed as head of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) and 
subsequently filed a whistleblower compiaint, told a House committee on Thursday that the Trump Administration 
still has no broad national strategy to address the coronavirus pandemic. 

The AP (5/14, Alonso} reports thai, “despite White House claims, the U.S. still lacks a comprehensive battle 
plan against the coronavirus in critical areas including masks, testing, treatments and vaccines,” Bright “told the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee.” Bright told lawmakers: “There are critical steps that we need to do to 
prepare ... we do noi still have enough personal protective equipment to manage our health care workers ... we 
still do not have the supply chains ramped up for the drugs and vaccines, and we still don’t have plans in place 
for how we distribute those drugs and vaccines. We still do not have a comprehensive testing strategy.” 

Reuters (5/14, Wolfe} reports Bright “said he was ousted from BARDA because he resisted efforis to push 
the drugs hydroxychioroquine and the related chloroquine as cures for COVID-19, the respiratory iliness caused 
by the coronavirus.” HHS spokeswoman Caitlin Oakley “has disputed Bright’s account, saying in a statement on 
Tuesday that he was transferred to a job where he was entrusted to spend around $1 billion to develop 
diagnostic testing.” 


Among other media oullets providing coverage are: the CBS Evening News = (5/14, lead story, 3:35, 


O'Donnell, 5.25M), NBC Nightly News =| (5/14, story 2, 3:15, Holt, 7.88M), ABC World News Tonigh = 
lead story, 6:00, Muir, 7.42M), the Washington Post (5/14, Davis, Abutaleb, Sonmez, Wagner, 14.2M), NBC 
News (5/14, Gregorian, 6.14M), Fox News (5/14, Blitzer, 27.59M), USA Today (5/14, Cummings, 10.31M), the 
Boston Globe (5/14, Goodwin, 972K), The Hill (5/14, Weixel, 2.98M}, Newsweek (5/74, Stockler, 1.53M}, Politico 
(5/14, Qwermohlie, 4.29M)}, HuffPost (5/14, Boboltz, 1.67M), CQ Roll Call (5/14, McKinless, 154K), Vox (8/14, 
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Peters, 2.27M), the Washington Times (5/14, Mufioz, 492K}, National Review (5/14, McArdle, 737K), and 
Modern Healthcare (5/14, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 214K). 


FDA Examining Data Showing Abbott’s COVID-19 Test Delivers Inaccurate Results. 


Bloomberg (5/15, Sutherland, Armstrong, 4.73M) reports an Abbott Laboratories COVID-19 test has “potential 
accuracy issues, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration warned, citing a number of studies that have raised 
doubts about the product's ability to quickly diagnose patients.” The FDA issued a “public alert Thursday 
evening, saying that it had become aware of several scieniific studies that had raised questions about the device, 
@ printer-sized machine called 1D Now that can take a sample from a nasal swab and diagnose a coronavirus 
infection.” The agency said “that it was particularly concerned about false-negative results, in which an infected 
person is told by the test that they don’t have the disease.” The FDA “said that the Abbott test, which has been 
used at the White House, can sill be used fo diagnose positive results, often within minutes.” But it “warned that 
a negative result might need to be confirmed with a different test to be certain the person doesn’t have the virus.” 

Axios (5/14, Rummier, 527K) reports the tests are widely used, and that the US has “deployed over 235,000 
tests to public health laboratories in every state across the U.S., Assistant Secretary of Health Adm. Brett Giroir 
said on Monday.” 

The AP (5/14, Perrone} reporis the FDA “said late Thursday it is investigating preliminary data suggesting 
Abbott Laboratories’ 15-minute test can miss COVID-19 cases, falsely clearing patients of infection.” The 
warning came “one day afier researchers at New York University reported results suggesting Abbott’s test can 
miss up to half the infections caught by a rival test made by Cepheid.” The FDA “said in a statement it Is 
reviewing the data with Abbott and working on a letter to health care providers about potential accuracy issues.” 
The agency “said physicians may need to confirm the results of a negative Abbott test if patients have signs and 
symptoms of the virus,” and regulators said they are “requiring Abbott to conduct follow-up studies on the test’s 
accuracy.” FDA Diagnostics Director Dr. Tim Stenzel said, “This test can still be used and can correctly identify 
many positive cases in minutes.” 

NBC News (5/15, Dunn, 6.14M) reporis Stenzel said in a statement, “We are still evaluating the information 
about inaccurate results and are in direct communications with Abbott about this important issue. We will 
continue to study the data available and are working with the company to create additional mechanisms for 
studying the test.” The FDA has received “15 adverse event reports about Abbott's test.” 

NPR (5/14, Neel, Hagemann, 3.12M) reporis that its investigation found “as many as 15 to 20 out of every 
100 tesis may produce falsely negative results.” A subsequent study “released this week indicated that the test 
could be missing as many as 48% of infections.” The followup FDA studies “will include at minimum 150 people 
who have previously tested positive for coronavirus, and take place in clinical seitings, the FDA release said.” 

CNBC (5/14, Rodriguez, 3.62M) reports Abboit’s share price “dropped following the FDA alert, and itis 
down more than 3% in after-hours trading.” Abbott Labs “refuted the NYU siudy’s claims that its rapid 
coronavirus diagnostic test could be missing nearly half of positive cases.” In a statement Thursday, Abbott said, 
‘While we understand no test is perfect, test outcomes depend on a number of faciors including patient selection, 
specimen type, collection, handling, storage, transport and conformity to the way the test was designed to be 
run. ID NOW is intended fo be used near the patient with a direct swab test method.” 

Forbes (5/15, Japsen, 9.71M) reporis because the number of adverse event reports “is so far small when 
compared to the nearly 1.8 million tests Abbott has shipped in the U_S., the FDA said it is reviewing the reports.” 
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The FDA indicated Abbott's “ID NOW test is still an imporiant diagnostic iooi to detect Covid-19." For its part, 
Abbott said the ID NOW test “is helping to reduce the risk of infection In sociely by detecting more positive 
resulis than would otherwise be found.” 

Among outlets also reporting are the Financial Times (5/74, Stacey, Subscription Publication, 1.34M) and 
Reuters (5/15, O'Donnell). 


Trump, Azar Slam Former HHS Official Who Filed Whistleblower Complaint As 
“Disgruntled.” 


Fox News (5/14, C'Reilly, 27.59M)} reports President Trump on Thursday “defended the use of the anti-malaria 
drug hydroxychloroquine to treat the novel coronavirus and slammed the demoted government scientist who filed 
a whistleblower complaint claiming he was removed from his post for disagreeing with the Trump administration's 
response to the contagion.” Making his comments “before boarding Air Force One for a trip to Pennsylvania, 
Trump said that there was a ‘tremendous response’ to hydroxychloroguine and called Rick Bright — the former 
director of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority ~— a ‘disgruntled person.” 

CNBC (5/714, Breuninger, 3.62M) reports Trump tweeted Thursday morning: “| dor’t know the so-called 
Whistleblower Rick Bright, never met him or even heard of him. But to me he is a disgruntled employee, not liked 
or respected by people | spoke to and who, with his attitude, should no longer be working for our government!” 

The Hill (5/14, Chalfant, 2.98M) reports HHS Secretary Alex Azar “is sharply rebuking remarks from ousted 
federal vaccine official Rick Bright about the coronavirus response, saying his allegations ‘do not hold water.” 
Azar stated, “Everything he is complaining about was achieved. Everything he talked about was done.” The 
article says he “sought to counter comments Bright made the same day before House lawmakers, warning of the 
‘darkest winter in moder history’ without a national play to fight the pandemic.” 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M), with a video of the 
President's comments, the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M), with a video of Azar’s comments, Bloomberg (5/74, 
Edney, Sink, 4.73M), Fox News (5/14, Halon, 27.59M)}, Fox News (5/14, 27.59M), with a video of Azar’s 
comments, Fox News (5/14, Garcia, 27.59M), in a separate article, Axios (5/14, Fernandez, 527K), the 
Washington Examiner (5/14, Miller, 448K}, the Daily Caller (5/74, Kruta, 718K), and STAT (5/14, Fiorko, 24K). 


Ivanka Trump Says She Wears Mask At White House. 


USA Today (5/14, Jackson, Subramanian, 10.31M) reports “Ivanka Trump, daughter and senior adviser to 
President Donald Trump, says she wears a mask at the White House, and that’s one reason the president 
doesn’t have to.” Ms. Trump said, “There are different procedures as it relates to interacting with the president.” 
According to USA Today, “The president ‘is tested on a daily basis — all those who come into contact with him 
are tested on a daily basis,’ she said in an interview. ‘No one is in close proximity to him that isn’t wearing a 
mask.” Ms. Trump added, “| always wear a mask when | am with the president, and everyone is instructed to do 
so as well.” 

Newsweek (5/14, Zhao, 1.53M) reports the President “failed to wear a mask during a visit to a Pennsylvania 
medical equipment distribution center on Thursday. His decision not fo wear a mask was particularly noticeable 
as other governmeni officials that accompanied him during the trip, including Health and Hurnan Services 
Secretary Alex Azar and Rear Adm. John Polowczyk, were seen wearing masks in photos.” 
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Taiwan Remains Sidelined From WHO’s World Health Assembly Amid Pandemic. 


The Washington Post (5/15, Aspinwall, Rauhala, 14.2M) reports that “with just 440 covid-19 cases and seven 
deaths, Taiwan looks to have conquered the coronavirus.” However, “one symbol of recognilion remains elusive: 
an invitation for Taiwan to observe nexi week’s World Health Assembly.” The Post says that “despite a growing 
pro- Taiwan coalition backing their inclusion, health officials in this self-ruled democracy remain sidelined from the 
World Health Organization’s decision-making body at the urging of China’s government, which claims 
sovereignty over Taiwan and has sought to sever iis international contacts.” The piece mentions “an April 
telephone call between Taiwan health minister Chen Shih-chung and” HHS Secretary Alex Azar. 


HHS Awards $15M For Expanded Use Of Telehealth Amid COVID-19 Pandemic. 


mHealth Intelligence (5/14, Wicklund} reports HHS “is dispensing $15 million in funding to almost 160 healthcare 
providers across the country to help them expand telehealth services fo meet demands caused by the 
Coronavirus pandemic.” The funds, from the CARES Act, are “being issued through the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) and” are “earmarked to ‘train students, physicians, nurses, physician assistants, 
allied health and other high-demand professionals in telehealth’ and expand connected health platforms to 
replace or complement in-person care.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said, “This new funding from Congress will 
enable more heroic health professionals on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic to use telehealth for a 
broad range of care.” 


Medical Groups Urge Verma To Provide More COVID-19 Assistance For Medicare ACOs. 


Bloomberg Law (5/14, Pugh, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports a coalition of medical groups, including the 
AMA and the Medical Group Management Association, is “asking the Trump Administration to provide additional 
pandemic-related support for’ Medicare ACOs. On April 30, CMS issued an interim final rule aimed at helping 
ACOs during the pandemic, but the coalition of medical groups wrote a letter io CMS Administrator Seema 
Verma asking for more help for ACQs. 

FierceHealthcare (5/14, King, 146K) reports the “groups say accountable care organizations (ACOs) need 
until Oct. 34 to decide whether to leave the Medicare Shared Savings Program (MSSP} due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.” At present, “ACOs have until June 1 to decide whether to terminate their contract with MSSP,” 
however, “providers have been worried they could soon see an exodus of ACOs leaving the program to avoid 
losses, especially ff the June 1 deadline holds.” The article says “pushing back the timeline will ‘give ACOs more 
time’ io understand a series of new rules to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a letter 
from nine groups sent to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.” 


In Reversal, IHS Starting To Hire Traditional Healers. 


Kaiser Health News (5/14, Akridge} reports that certain “planis have been used as medicines for generations by 
the Assiniboine and Gros Ventre tribes who live” on the Fort Peck and Fort Belknap reservations, respectively. 
Echinacea “is used to help boost the immune system. Valerian produces a strong sedative that can address 
nervousness, tension and stress. Licorice root acts as an antihistamine, which treats allergy symptoms.” The 
article says the Indian Health Service is “starting to embrace” the use of such traditional treatments. The piece 
adds, “The Fort Belknap IHS hospiial is seeking job applicants for two traditional practitioner positions, offering 
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up to $68,000 a year.” Athough IHS “has filled similar positions across the Navajo Nation in the past 15 years, 
these would be the first IHS positions of their kind in Montana.” The article says this “move is surprising because 
the federal government would essentially be paying for medicine men, or women, to help treat IHS patients, 
despite punishing and maligning such expertise for generations.” 


HHS, DoD Award $138M Contract For Expanded Production Of Prefilled Syringes To Be 
Used For Future COVID-19 Vaccine. 


Homeland Preparedness News (5/14, Kovaleski) reports HHS and the Department of Defense “awarded a $138 
million contract to ApiJect Systems America for Project Jumpstart and RAPID USA, two programs designed to 
expand U.S. production of medical-grade injection devices.” This “contract will create a U.S.-based supply chain 
for prefilled syringes by using Blow-Fill-Seal (BFS) aseptic plastics manufacturing technology, suitable for 
combatting COVID-19 when a vaccine becomes available. By upgrading existing domestic BFS facilities with 
installations of filling-line and technical improvements, the project will enable the manufacture of more than 100 
million prefilled syringes for distribution across the United States by year-end 2020.” 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 


Nearly Three Million Sought Jobless Benefits Last Week 

Coronavirus Finishes The Retail Reckoning That Amazon Started 

Why Big Investors Aren't Betting It All On A Coronavirus Cure 

New York Sent Recovering Coronavirus Patients To Nursing Homes: “It Was A Fatal Error” 
Is That A Rooster On My Customer-Support Call? Yes, Blame Coronavirus. 


New York Times: 


‘ 


Rolling Shock’ As Job Losses Mount Even With Reopenings 

He Saw ‘No Proof’ Closures Would Curb Virus. Now He Has De Blasio’s Trust. 

As Coronavirus Overruns Russia, Doctors Are Dying On The Front Lines 

India’s ‘Maximum City’ Engulfed By Coronavirus 

Changing Subject Amid A Pandemic, Trump Turns To An Old Ploy: Blame Obama 
Trump White House Changes Its Story On Michael Flynn 

Meat Plant Closures Mean Pigs Are Gassed Or Shot Instead 


Washington Post: 

How Flynn Case Became A Trump 2020 Keystone 

A Dying Man, A Desperate Search 

CDC Offers Scant Guidelines For Reopening Safely 
Pandemic Is Latest Blow To Sportswriting Profession 

Burr Withdraws As Chairman Amid Stock Sale Investigation 
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In Poor Nations, Hunger May Be The Bigger Killer 


Financial Times: 


Macron Summons Sanofi Chief For Claim US Has “Right To” First Covid-19 Jab 


Banking: The Great Return To The Office 
US Jobless Claims Rise To 36M Since Start Of Lockdowns 


Washington Times: 

Chinese Deception Fuels Fears Of Ethnic Biological Weapons ‘Experiments’ 

Trump Blames Biden, Obama For Depleted National Stockpile Of Medical Supplies 
From Phishing Scams To Fake Tests: Feds Struggle To Knock Down Coronavirus Fraud 
MLB, NBA To Return? Youth Sports Could Be First 

Coronavirus Crackdowns Around The World Make US Rules Look Lenient 


From Asymptomatic To Lethal: Coronavirus Discrepancies Puzzle Scientists 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: HHS Whistleblower, Trump-PA Visit; CDC-New Guidelines; Unemployment; FBi-Sen. Burr; Georgia- 
Ahmaud Arbery Case; Florida-Wildfires; Coronavirus-Transmission; US Army Band Performs Over Video. 
CBS: HHS Whistleblower; Trump-PA Visit; CDC-New Guidelines: Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory 
Syndrome; Unemployment; Stay-At-Home Fatigue; FBl-Sen. Burr; Coronavirus-Potential Treatment, Georgia- 
Ahmaud Arbery Case; Coronavirus-USS Theodore Roosevelt; Milwaukee-Twins Graduate ist & 2nd in Class; 
Pennsylvania-5-Year-Old Helps Mom Teach Remotely. 

NBC: Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome; HHS Whistleblower, Trump-PA Visit; CDC-New 
Guidelines; Unemployment; Coronavirus-NBC Contributor lll; Coronavirus-Airlines; FBI-Sen. Burr; Coronavirus- 
Vaccine; Coronavirus-Potential Treatment: Georgia-Ahmaud Arbery Case: Florida-Severe Weather; Nightly 
News Kids Edition. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

HHS Whistleblower - 12 minutes, 50 seconds 
Coronavirus ~ 8 minufes, 30 seconds 

Unemployment — 7 minutes, 20 seconds 

FBI-Sen. Burr — 4 minutes, 20 seconds 
Georgia-Ahmaud Arbery Case ~ 4 minutes, 0 seconds 
CDC-New Guidelines — 3 minutes, 10 seconds 
Trurp-PA Visit — 1 minute, 50 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Marning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: FDA-Abboit Coronavirus Test; Stay-At-Home Fatigue; Reopening Economy; House-Relief Bil: VA Homes- 
COVID-19 Deaths Investigation. 

CBS: HHS Whistleblower; Trump-PA Visit; FBl-Sen. Burr; Unemployment; JC Penny-Bankruptcy; Wall Street. 
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FOX: House-Relief Bill COC-New Guidelines; Sen. Kelly Loeffler-Docs to DOW. 
NPR: HHS Whistleblower; FDA-Abbott Coronavirus Test; Trump-PA Visit; Wall Street. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Trevor Noah: “Do you remember that story about the senator in North Carolina who dumped his stocks after 
getting a government briefing that coronavirus was gonna wreck America? Well, now the FBI is getting involved. 
... That's right, like a suspicious spouse, the FB] has decided they want to look through this senator's phone.” 


Trevor Noah: “And to me, maybe the worst part about this scandal is that Senator Richard Burr was telling 
everyone, telling everyone in America, that things were going to be okay while he and his family were quietly 
saving [themselves]. It would be like if Noah built the ark but didn't tell anyone why he was doing it.” 


Jiminy Kimurel: “Dr. Rick Bright harshly criticized the White House response to COVID-19. ... He warned us 
the window is closing to address the pandemic. Unless that window is a drive-through window at KFC, there’s no 
way Trump’s going to bother.” 


Jimmy Aimmel “The President called that decision to reopen Wisconsin a big win and headed to Allentown, 
Pennsylvania. ... He went to a factory where they manufacture masks, and did the President wear a mask to the 
factory where they manufacture masks? Of course not. Everyone else did. He did not. But there’s a good reason 
why he won't wear a mask. Wearing a mask is an act of respect, and consideration for others.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Today, [Dr. Rick] Bright testified before Congress. But even before the hearing began, 
Trump went on the offensive, tweeiing, ‘] don’t know the so-called whistleblower Rick Bright, never met him or 
even heard of him, but to me he is a disgruntled employee, not liked or respected by people | spoke to and who, 
with his attitude, should no longer be working for our government!’ Thai’s quite a preamble! (As Trump) ‘Before | 
assassinate this guy's character, let me first say, | have no idea what I’m talking about.” 


Jimmy Fallon: “Today, vaccine expert Dr. Rick Bright said without better planning, 2020 could be the darkest 
winter in modern history. it's not a good sign when our experts sound like the night's watch on ‘Game of 
Thrones.’ Winter is coming.” 


Seth Meyers: “Former Vice President Joe Biden appeared on Snapchat’s daily political show yesterday, 
although I’m not sure Snapchai is a good way to prove you haven’t disappeared.” 


Ser) Meyers: “The FBI has seized the cell phone of Republican Senator Richard Burr as part of an 
investigation into whether he used information from a coronavirus intelligence briefing to sell stocks. Ii’s also 
incriminating that right after the meeting, he signed up for Netflix and Hulu.” 


Seth Meyers: “In a new interview, President Trump claimed that his critics would like to keep the country 
closed during the coronavirus pandemic to damage him politically. | mean, if anyone wants to darnage you, they 
don’t have to keep the country closed. They just have to keep your mic open.” 
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National News 


Trump Retweets Post Questioning Claim He Is A Racist. 


President Trump retweeted a post from a Twiltier user narned Maggie VandenBerghe, which said, “l was told 
Trump was RACIST but let me get some EVIDENCE to debate Trump supporters!’ What happens next? MAGA! 
@realDonaldTrump” The post includes video of VandenBerghe interviewing an African American man who says 
he was told Trump is a racist but when he did some research, he found that he likes him. Trump wrote in his 
tweet, “Thanks. You are very cool!” 


Burr Steps Aside As Chair Of Senate Intelligence Committee Amid FBI Probe. 


The AP (5/14, Tucker} reporis that Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC)} has “temporarily stepped aside as chairman of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee” after the FBI “served a search warrant for his cellphone as part of an 
investigation into a well-timed sale of stocks tied to the coronavirus pandemic.” Senate Majority Leader 
McConnell “announced the move, saying he and Burr had agreed that it was in the committee's best interests.” 
Burr told reporters he thought it was “the right thing to do. ... This is a distraction to the hard work of the 
committee and the members, and | think that the security of the country is too important to have a distraction.” 
Pierre Thomas said on ABC World News Tonigh Ei (5/14, story 5, 2:00, Muir, 7.42M) that the FBI “wants to 
know if Burr used intelligence information about the coronavirus for financial gain by selling stocks just before the 


market cratered.” Burr sold “up to $1.7 million in travel and hotel investments just a day after a closed-door 
briefing on the impact of the virus.” 

The New York Times (5/14, Benner, Fandos, 18.61M) says the seizure of Burr's cellphone “and an 
accompanying search for his electronic storage accounts, confirmed by an investigator briefed on the case, 
represented a significant escalation of the inquiry by the Justice Department and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. They suggest that Mr. Burr, a Republican and one of the most influential members of Congress, 
may be in serious legal jeopardy.” The Times says “the sensitivity surrounding the decision to obtain a search 
warrant on a sitling senator,” indicates “the move was approved at the highest levels of the department, a senior 
Justice Department official said, meaning that” Attorney General Barr “signed off on it.” Pete Williams said on 


NBC Nightly News = 
warrant “would require a jucige’s finding that there is probable cause to think the phone could contain evidence of 


(5/14, story 8, 1:00, Holt, 7.68M) that the investigation “is clearly in a new phase.” A search 


The Washington Post (5/14, Shepherd, 14.2M) reports that “if McCannell chooses to go by seniority,” Sen. 
James Risch (R-ID) “would be next in line to chair the committee, but he already leads the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee.” The Post adds that after Risch is Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL), “a national security hawk who 
had been widely expected to take over the committee once Gurr retires.” The Hill (5/14, Bolton, 2.98M) describes 
Rubio as “a likely successor’ to Burr, and says the move would be “a major promotion for a lawmaker who 
contemplated leaving Conaress only a few years ago.” 

THis: “Sen, Burr Does Owe Al Of Us An Explanation.” WBT-AM Charlotte, NC (5/14, 4K) reports 
that in an interview with the station, Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC}, who faces a tight reelection race this year, 
“remarked that Richard Burr owes everyone an explanation.” Tillis said, “Sen. Burr does owe ail of us an 
explanation and this is clear evidence thai an investigation is underway. We need io see where the investigation 
leads.” 
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Leefier Does Not Answer Questions About FB! investigation. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
(5/14, Mitchell, 895K) reports Loeffler “would not say Thursday whether she has been contacted by the FBI in 
connection with an investigation into stock trading during the pandemic,” while her spokeswoman “told The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitulion that the senator has not been served any search warranis.” 

Feinstein’s Office Says She Was Questioned About Nusband’s Stock Trades. The San 
Francisco Chronicle (5/14, 2.67M) reports the office of Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) said the senator “was 
questioned by federal law enforcement agents about stock trades her husband made after the coronavirus hit” 
the US. Feinstein “also provided documents to federal agents to show she was nol involved in the transactions 
by her husband, investment banker Richard Blum, her spokesman, said.” 


Senate Votes To Extend Parts Of FISA. 


Reuters (5/14, Zengerle) reports that the Senate voted 80-16 Thursday to approve a 2 1/2-year extension “of 
parts of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA)...two months after the divisive provisions allowing 
government data collection expired.” The measure must be approved by the House “before if can be sent fo the 
White House for President Donald Trump to veto or sign into law” after the Senate “amended the measure 
approved by the Democratic-led House in March to improve legal protections for those subject to surveillance.” 
Politico (5/14, Matishak, 4.29M) says the measure’s “chances for swift final approval” in the House “remain 
cloudy.” 


WPost Report: Trump “Moving Closer To Reshaping” Postal Service. 


The Washington Post (5/14, Bogage, Dawsey, 14.2M) reports that “weeks before a Republican donor and top 
White House ally becomes postmaster general, the U.S. Postal Service has quietly begun a review of tis 
package delivery contracts and lost its second-highest executive, leaving its board of governors without any 
officials who predate President Trump.” According to the Post, “The moves, confirmed by six people with 
knowledge of the Postal Service’s inner workings but not authorized to speak publicly, underscore how Trump is 
moving closer to reshaping an independent agency he has dubbed ‘a joke.’”” The Post also reports that the Postal 
Service “in recent weeks has sought bids from consulting firms to reassess what the agency charges companies 
such as Amazon, UPS and FedEx to deliver products on their behalf.” 


Trump Questions Biden’s Mental Fitness. 


Salena Zito writes in the Washington Examiner (5/14, 448) that in comments to the Examiner before his event 
in Pennsylvania Thursday, President Trump “took aim at Joe Biden’s mental faculties, at one point claiming” the 
former Vice President “has absoiutely no idea what’s happening.” Reacting to word that Biden had named Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) “co-chairwoman of a climate change panel,” Trump said, “If you asked him 
who he named, he wouldn't even know it. ... Joe has absolutely no idea what's happening.” Zito adds that Trump 
used several issues “to take jabs at Biden's mental fitness.” 


Abrams Promoted As Possible Running Mate For Biden. 


In a 6,000-word Washington Post Magazine (5/14, 14.2M) profile of Stacey Abrams, Kevin Powell writes, “I’ve 
witnessed this level of affection for very few political leaders in the Democratic circles I’ve been in since the 
1980s.” Powell says Abrams is “on political pundits’ shortlists of potential running maies for Joe Biden,” and has 
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“a unique space in American politics,” though “a relatively thin political resumé.” Powell adds that she “is the first 
biack woman in US. history to have won the gubernatorial nomination of either major party,” and “garnered more 
votes than any Democrat who has run statewide in Georgia.” 

Prominent Black Women Offer Suggestions For Biden To Earn Support. LaTosha Brown of 
Black Voters Matter, author Tiffany Cross, Britlany Packnelt Cunningham, Alicia Garza of Black Lives Matter 
Global Network, television personality Sunny Hostin, podcaster Angela Rye, and comedian Amanda Seales write 
in the Washington Post (5/14, 14.2M) that Biden’s “only path to victory is through black women and the voters we 
know how to energize.” They add, “You owe us, you need us and you must not take our votes for granted.” They 
call on Biden to choose “a black woman as vice president.” They also urge him to pledge the necessary 
resources to win a Democratic majority in the US Senate with the help of “Black voters in Wisconsin, Florida, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Georgia.” 


Rasmussen: 23% Of Republicans, 28% Of Democrats Would Prefer Different Nominees. 


Rasmussen Reports (5/14, 5K) says on its website, “Republicans overwhelmingly expect President Trump to be 
their nominee this fail, but nearly one-in-four GOP voters would prefer someone else. The latest Rasmussen 
Reports national telephone and online survey finds that 23% of Likely Republican Voters think their party should 
find someone other than Trump to be their presidential norninee. Seventy percent (70%) disagree. Only seven 
percent (7%) are undecided. ... By comparison, 28% of Likely Democratic Voters say their party should find 
someone other than Joe Biden fo be their 2020 presidential nominee. Fifty-four percent (54%) disagree, while 
another 18% are not sure.” 


Trump Touts His “22-0” Record Of Congressional Endorsements. 


President Trump tweeted Thursday moming thai he is “22-0” in endorsing congressional candidates this season 
after races this week in California and Wisconsin. Trump wrote, “22-O in my endorsements of Congressional 
Candidates this season. California & Wisconsin won big on Tuesday. Thank you to all of those very brilliant 
Voters. You will not be disappointed!” 


Copyright 2026 by Bulletin Intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Cantent is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, sacial-media platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
camScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data frorn and access to third party social media platforms, including but 
not limited te Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others, is subject to the respective platfarm’s terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject io Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NiH News Briefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
creates custom briefings for government and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web ai Bulletinintelligence.com, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 
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° Trump Calis Fauci’s Caution On Schools Reopening ‘Not An Accepiable Answer. 

* Report Indicates One Minute Of Loud Talking Can Generate 1,000 Coronavirus Droplets. 

* Donald Trump Is Under Growing Pressure From His Allies To Sideline Dr. Fauci. 

«Maine Receives Federal Shipment Of Remdesivir. 

° GOP Sen. Alexander Pushes Back On Rand Paul's Criticism Of Fauci: He’s Not Clairning To Be ‘Omniscient’. 
« The Limits Of Anthony Fauci’s Expertise. 

* Gilead’s Remdesivir Tested With Other Drugs To Fight Covid-19. 

* America’s True Covid Toll Already Exceeds 100,000. 

* Get Ready For A Vaccine Information War. 

* The GOP Is Increasingly Siding With Trump Over Fauci. 

* Few Appear More Anxious About States Reopening Than Black Americans. 

* Trump Privately Questions Whether Coronavirus Deaths Are Being Overcounted As Fauci Projecis The 
Opposite. 

e Faucl ls Not The Villain. 

« Remdesivir Rollout Hampered By Lack Of Guidance For Doctors. 

° US Coronavirus Curve May Be Flattening, But Estimated Death Toll Keeps Rising. What Does This Mean? 
« Fleeting Moments Of Clarity In The Senate Hearing On The Coronavirus Response. 

° Pfizer, BioNTech To Ramp Up COVID-19 Vaccine Tesis, Plot Major Trial Boost In Fail. 

* States Renew Efforis To Manufacture Supplies Domestically Amid Concerns Of Second Wave. 
* To Take On The Coronavirus, US Vaccine Makers Consider An Unprecedented Strategy: Working Together. 
«Where's The Data? Now Is No Time To Sit On Covid-19 Trial Results. 

«NY To Resume Elective Surgeries In More Counties, Cuamo Says. 

« Inside Trump’s Coronavirus Meltdown. 

* Don't Expect Detroit Lions To Play In Packed Ford Field, Michigan Governor Says. 

* COVID-19 Fear Will Destroy America. 

«Act Now To Get Ahead Of A Mental Health Crisis, Specialists Advise U.S. 

* Can ‘Team Science’ Yield A Covid-19 Treatment? 

« Experimental Treatment Lowers Recurrence Risk Of Bacterial Vaginosis In Phase 2 Test. 

° Reprogrammed Skin Cells Inserted In Brain Heip Parkinson’s Patient Regain Function: Study. 
« McBee Moore Selected For Pair Of NIH Contracts. 

« Gilead Expects Some Covid-19 Remdesivir Results in A Few Weeks. 

* Psychiatrists ‘Pleasantly Surprised’ With Transition To Telemedicine. 

* States Moving To Lift Restrictions Even Where Infection Rates Are On The Rise. 

* Whistleblower Rick Bright To Testify Before House Subcommittee On Thursday. 

* Thousands Of People Want To Be Exposed To Covid-19 For Science. 

e Jagan Says Drugmaker Gilead’s COVID-19 Treatment Remdesivir Now In Use in Hospitals. 
«FDA Issues Two Guidances To Accelerate Covid-19 Treatments. 

*e ONC Shares Progress On Coordinating IT Research Priorities. 

« GAO Assesses HHS Recruitment, Retention Efforis. 

* Scientists Are Drowning In COVID-19 Papers. Can New Tools Keep Them Afloat? 

* North Shore Company Geis $1.6 million Grant For New Drug Development. 


GADB0000003787 


Heaith & Medical News 

* Opinion: Pandemic Highlights Need For Specialized Care For individuals With Intellectual Disabilities. 

* Twenty-Five Girls At Michigan Residential Treatment Center Test Positive For Novel Coronavirus. 

* Coronavirus Outbreak Sickens Workers At Virginia Ramen Noodle Factory. 

¢ Opinion: US Coronavirus Policy Should Focus On The Elderly. 

« Michigan Sees Fifth Consecutive Day With Less Than 500 New COVID-19 Cases. 

° Minnesota Research Shows Sociai Distancing Is Not As Effective As Originally Predicted In Pandemic. 
«Long-Term Care Facilities In Maricopa County, Arizona Saw Over 50 COVID-19 Deaths Over Past Week. 

* Texas AG Warns County, City Leaders That Certain Coronavirus Measures Are Uniawful Under Governor's 
Orders, 

* Nebraska Governor Announces Updates To TestNebraska Initiative, Defends Program. 

« Mayors From Traditionally Red States Call For More Relief For Cities Than What Was Proposed By House 
Democrats. 

* Minnesota Governor Letting Stay-At-Home Order End On Monday. 

* Some Pennsylvania Counties Plan To Defy Governor By Lifting Restrictions; Others Heed His Warning. 

« Vermont Offering Free COVID-19 Testing For Anyone Who Wants It. 

* Small Business Owners In Texas Using “Militia-Style” Protesters As Reopening Security. 

° LA Mayor Requiring Most Residents To Wear Face Masks Outside. 

* Texas Paying $45M For 300,000 COVID-19 Oral-Swab Tests, Purchase Order Shows. 

* New Jersey, New York Move To Start Restricted Reopenings Of Economies. 

« DC Mayor Extends Stay-At-Home Order Through June 8. 

° Maryland Lifting Stay-At-Home Order On Friday. 

« New Mexico Allows Nonessential Businesses To Reopen Ai Limited Capacity On Saturday. 

» Colorado Governor Announces Trump Has Committed To Sending State 96,000 Coronavirus Tests Following 
Meeting. 

«NYPD Commissioner Defends Police Against Charges Of Racism In Enforcement Of COVID-19 Rules. 

* Medical Professor: Indiana’s Random Testing Shows Few Have Been Infected With Coronavirus. 

* Virginia Beach Merchants Concerned About Continued Closures. 

* Milwaukee Mayor Says City’s Stay-At-Home Order Remains. 

* People In New Jersey With Developmental Disabilities Residing In State-Licensed Group Homes, Apariments 
To Be Tested For Coronavirus. 

«New Jersey Lawmaker Announces Hearings To Investiqgaie Oversight, Resource Constraints In Long-Term 
Care Facilities Amid Pandemic. 

«Wisconsin Supreme Court Strikes Down Gov. Evers’ Stay-At-Horne Order Extension. 

* Coronavirus Outbreaks At Camps Where Wildfire Fighting Crews Reside Could Infect Many, US Document 
Says. 

* Forecasiers Predicting High Activity During US Atlantic Hurricane Season; Pandemic Poses Additional Issue. 
* UCSF, UCLA Working With California Health Officials To Bolster Contact Tracing Efforts. 

* Providers That Participate in APMs Are More Likely To Use Population Health Strategies To Address Pandemic 
Than Non-Pariicipanis, Survey Suggests. 
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* About 44% Of Americans Talk About Pandernic Almost Constantly, Study Indicates. 

* Former Surgeon General Says “What Happens With Sports Wil Be important’ For US As Nation Reopens. 
* Opinion: Pandemic Of Stress Will Further Shorten Black People’s Lives As COVID-19 Spreads. 

« Research Suggests Cats Can Spread Novel Coronavirus To Other Cais With No Symptoms. 

° Measure In New York’s Budget Shields Nursing Homes From Many Lawsuits Over Failure To Protect 
Residents Amid Pandemic. 

* Players, Staff Must Be Tested For Coronavirus Once A Week Under PGA Tour Rules. 

* AAU Holding Large Volleyball Event In June Amid Pandemic. 

* Apple, Google Will Not Allow Govermments To Track Locations Of Contact Tracing Technology Users. 
* Some Hospiials Reportedly Using Proning To Improve Breathing In Some Patients With COVID-19. 

« Disruptions To Global Trade Reportedly Jeopardizing Food Supply. 

* Advocacy Group Places Roses In Front Of US Capitol While Playing Video Of Trump Praising Action Against 
Coronavirus. 

°e USCIS Waives Certain Restrictions For Foreign Physicians Assigned To Rural Areas Amid Pandemic. 
« Administration Warns China Is Seeking To Hack COVID-19 Research. 

* Cuba Says It’s Successfully Treated Coronavirus At Home, In China With Interferon Therapy. 

« World Health Assembly Negotiators Agree On Draft Resolution To Boost Access To COVID-19 Drugs. 
° Sanofi CEO: US Likely To Get Vaccine Before Other Countries. 

* Takeda To Stari Clinical Trials Of Plasma-Derived COVID-19 Therapy in July. 

* Professors: COVID-19 Abortion Bans Could Lasting Impacts. 

* Opinion: Parents Should Focus On Mental Health Of Children With “Special Needs” During Pandemic — Not 
Academic Prowess. 

« Missouri Seeks State Opioid Response Funding Stream To Address Stimulant Use Disorder. 

* Health Experts Speak At House Oversight Panel On Coronavirus Response. 

* Researchers Working To Create Face Mask That Can Detect Coronavirus. 

« Analysis: New Jersey Students With Disabilities Face Challenges During School Shutdown. 

» At-Home Saliva Coronavirus Test Companies Banking On Demand, Easing Of Federal Rules To Prepare For 
“Major Production Blitz.” 

° Open-Platform COVID-19 Antibody Test Being Developed. 

« Gottlieb: Key To COVID-19 Testing Is Matching Right Solution To Right Medical Need. 

* North Carolina Faces Tension Regarding Easing Of COVID-19 Resirictions. 

* Questions Raised By False Negatives In Some COVID-19 Tests. 

« Some Economists Predict Sharper Economic Decline Than Expected, Along With Slower Recovery. 

* CDC Guidance Shelved By Trump Administration Was More Restrictive Than White House. 

* GOP Senaior Blocks Schumer's Attempt To Force Release Of CDC Guidance On Reopening. 

¢ Report Claims Trump, Birx Are Pushing CDC To Revise How It Tallies COVID-19 Death Toll. 

* Poll: Nearly 70% Of Americans Belleve President, Vice President Should Wear Masks. 

* Trump Resorting To Diversion As Pandermic-Relaied Deaths Threaten Reelection. 

« Health Experts Tell House Panel Vastly Increased Testing Needed To Safely Reopen Economy. 

* Healthcare industry Continues To Use Faxes And Email, Slowing COVID-19 Response. 

« Opinion: GOP Lawmakers Are Hobbling Congress So Trump Can Continue To Abuse Power. 
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* Republican Lawmakers Demand New House Virus Panel Probe WHO, China. 

* Opinion: Mixed Government Messages On Wearing Masks Have Bred Distrust Among Americans. 

* Opinion: Trump Is Attempting To Polarize Opinion On Pandemic To Boost Election Chances. 

« Trump To Name Former Pharma Executive, US General To Lead Coronavirus Vaccine Effort. 

° Emails Reveal Trump CPSC Nominee Was Involved In Shelving CDC Coronavirus Guidance. 

« GOP Altorneys General From 14 States Urge Trump To Hold China Accountable For Virus Damages. 
* Opinion: Coronavirus is Testing Democracy Itself. 

* Column: Gulf Between Trump’s Public Assertions, Aides’ Sworn Testimony Keeps Appearing. 

* Trump To Tour Mask Supplier Factory in Key Battleground Staie. 

« Generous Coronavirus Aid From US Comes With Catch. 

« CDC: California Health Officials Struggled To Track Quarantined Residents Due To Faulty Customs Info. 
¢ Opinion: Trump Administration Has Shifted To Harm-Reduction Strategy On COVID-19 Pandemic. 

« Opinion: President Trump Has An Asia Problem. 

* Opinion: McConnell Goes After Wrong President. 

« South Dakota 3M Plant To Expand For Mask Production. 

* Dispute Between Tesia And San Francisco Bay Area Authorities Appears To Be Over. 

« Michigan GOP Lawmakers Voice Concern About Nursing Home Order. 

°e Washingion Governor Reveals Contact Tracing Plan. 

* Washington Governor Plans To Have Restaurants Track Customer Names, Contact Information. 

* Opinion: US States And Federal Government Need To Work Together To Reopen The Country. 
*WPost Profiles Community Hospital And its Struggles During The COVID-19 Pandemic. 

* Medical Providers In Michigan Sue Governor Over Lockdown Orders. 

* New Jersey Aims To Increase Nursing Home COVID-19 Testing, But 8,000 Residents With Disabilities Are Still 
Waiting. 

* Fifty-Five Percent Of Republicans Say Concerns For Economy Outweigh Public Health, Poll Says. 
«Physicians See Progress In Approach To Coronavirus. 

» Some Hospital Workers Report They Have Not Been Notified Of Exposures To Co-Workers, Patients With 
COVID-19. 

° New York Begins To Reopen As Local Officials Worry About State Funding. 

« Governor Inslee Implements Hiring Freeze, Asks State Agencies To Cut 15 Percent Of Their Budgets. 
* Michigan Governor Says That Lockdown Protests Are “Racist And Misagynistic.” 

* Due To COVID-19 Concerns, Some Nursing Homes Are Avaiding Patients From Hospitals. 

* Texas National Guard Launches “Facilities Disinfection Teams” For Nursing Homes. 

* North Carolina State Senator Asks Governor To Allow Counties To Reopen Barbershops, Hair Salons. 
« Coronavirus Pandernic Ruins Severai State Budgets, Which Could Lead To “Deep Cuis.” 

¢ Trump Begins Easing Restrictions That Prevent Some Foreign Physicians From Battling COVID-19. 
«Kentucky Governor Advocates For Another Federal COVID-19 Relief Bill 

* Opinion: Quarantine Measures Do Not Align With American Values. 

« Several Officials Discuss Their Long-Term COVID-19 Plans. 

* Florida Governor Says Professional Sports Teams Are “Welcome” In The State. 

« Governor Kemp Sees “Positive Signs” In Georgia’s Battle Against Coronavirus. 
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° Native American Tribe Chairman Says His Tribe’s Sovereignty Allows For COVID-19 Checkpoints. 

« Governor Newsom Releases Guidelines For Reopening Restaurants, Other Businesses. 

* Elon Musk Reportedly Restaried A Tesla Plant Early; Some Question County’s Enforcement Of Rules. 

« Nursing Homes Request Legal Protections Amid Pandemic. 

° Healthcare Workers Make House Calls To Administer COVID-19 Tesis. 

« Coronavirus Diagnostic Tests Manufactured By Abbott Miss Nearly “Half Of All Positive Infections,” Study 
Indicates. 

* Some Rural Areas In California Reopen As Major Cities, Like Los Angeles, Remain In Lockdown. 

* Public Health England Approves Roche’s Coronavirus Antibody Test. 


Global Health News 

* Some Countries Re-imposing Restrictions As Others Start Easing Measures. 

«Wuhan Officials Working To Scale Up Testing Program As Cluster Of New Cases Emerge. 

* WHO Expert Warns Coronavirus “May Never Go Away.” 

* UK Begins Easing Lockdown Restrictions As New Data Reveal Sharp Coniraction Of Economy. 

* Key Measures To Limit Spread Of New Infections Reportedly Missing In Italy As It Reopens Economy. 

* Europe Coordinating Easing Of Lockdown Resirictions Ahead Of Summer Tourist Season. 

«UK Allows Resumption Of Recreational Sporting Activities Outdoors. 

e Cluster Of COVID-19 Cases At German Slaughterhouse Linked To Eastern European Migrant Workers. 

« Germany To Start Re-Opening All Of Its Borders Next Month. 

e Turkey Eases Some Coronavirus Restrictions, Allows Children To Play Quiside. 

« Under Pressure From The US, Mexico Plans To Reopen Key Industries. 

* Lesotho Reports First COVID-19 Case. 

« Pandemic Restrictions Preventing Muslims In Europe From Traditional Burial Plans. 

» Campaigners Urge UK Government To Disclose More Data On COVID-19 Deaths In Individual Care Homes. 
* Roughly 5% Of Spain's Population Affected By Coronavirus, Study Suggests. 

* Russia Suspends Use Of Some Locally-Made Ventilators Following Hospital Fires Linked To Machines. 

* EU May Use Emergency Fund To Increase Manufacturing Capacity For Future Coronavirus Vaccines. 

* India, Pakistan To Stari Easing Coronavirus Restrictions. 

* Quick Coronavirus Response Of Some Countries Boosting Voters’ Trust In Elected Leaders. 

« Over 160 Russian Health Workers Have Died From COVID-19. 

* Hong Kong Reports First Local COVID-19 Case In Over Three Weeks. 

«European Commission Urges EU Governments To Use COVID-19 Contact Tracing Apps On Voluntary Basis. 
° US-China Economic And Security Review Commission Says Taiwan's Exclusion From WHO Cost Lives. 

« Chinese Officials Refusing To Cooperate With International Investigation Into Origins On Pandemic. 

* Brazil Surpasses France’s Total Number Of Coronavirus Cases. 

« Coronavirus-Related Attacks On Healthcare Workers On The Rise, WHO Warns. 

* Italy Presents New €55B Economic Coronavirus Package. 

* Lebanon To Reinstate Four-Day Nationwide Lockdown Amid Spike In Coronavirus Cases. 

* European Governmenis Re-Evaluating Measures Of Progress Against Pandemic, Re-Opening Strategies. 


HHS in the News 
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° Bright Warns Of “Darkest Winter In Modem History,” Will Testify Before House Thursday. 

« Congressmen Ask HHS Secretary To Explain Formula Used For Rationing Experimental COVID-19 Treatment 
Remdesivir. 

«HHS Awards $15 Million For Telehealth Workforce Training. 

° Two Dallas COVID-19 Testing Sites Will Be Supported By Feds Through June. 

* NIOSH Offers Details About Issues Delaying $18 Deal Between Califomia, Chinese Company For Respirators. 
* Disney Cruise Line To Extend Sailing Suspension Untill July 27. 

* CBP Officials Seize Thousands Of Unapproved Products Marketed As Protection Against COVID-19. 

* FDA Files Civil Lawsuit Against Company For Promoting Colloidal Silver “Cures” For COVID-19. 

* FDA Releases Handbook Verifying Human, Animal Foods Can Be Transported In Vehicles Used To Store 
Bodies Of COVID-19 Victims. 

* Study Suggests Abbott's Coronavirus Diagnostic Test Reports Large Number Of False Negatives. 

« Rutgers University, RUCDR Infinite Biologics Working On Coronavirus Saliva Test. 

°e NSF Awards Three Grants To Researchers At Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute To Study 
Coronavirus. 

* Tennessee's Choice To Release COVID-19 Testing Data Sparks Concerns For Constitutional Protections. 
«US Regulator Denies Chinese Mask Producer Approval. 

° Some New York Residents Struggle To Follow Mask Requirement. 

* AP Report: Minors Among Migrants Turned Away At Border. 

* Trump Administration Plans To Border Restrictions indefinitely. 

* HHS Provider Grants Favor Hospitals With More Privately Insured Patients. 

* Massachusetts Hospitals Collaborated To Improve Federal Remdesivir Distribution. 

« Some Researchers Coniend “Group Testing” Is The Answer To “Testing Riddle’ Faced By US. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
« Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

« Grenell Gives Senators List Of Obama Officials, Including Biden, Involved In “Unmasking” Flynn. 
° House Members Will Be Able To Vote Remoiely Under “Proxy” System. 

« Federal Agents Seize Cellphone From Burr. 

« Supreme Court Signals Unease With Allowing “Faithless” Presidential Electors. 

« Trump Highlights Obama Joke About 2076 Election, Says He Was “Always Wrong.” 

° CNN Poll Biden Leading Nationally, But Trump Ahead By Seven Poinis In Battlegrounds. 

« Sources: Biden Allies Promoting Harris, Klobuchar As Running Mate Picks. 

* Republicans Flip California House Seat For First Time In 22 Years. 

» WSJournal Argues Against Mandatory Bar Fees. 
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House Democrats Include Research Dollars In Latest Pandemic Relief Package. 


Science Magazine (5/13, Mervis, 427K) reporis the House “hopes fo approve another massive coronavirus relief 
package” this week that would include additional funding for NIH. The so-called HEROES Act would allocate 
$4.721 billion to the NIH and “NIH Director Francis Collins would have authority over $4 billion, of which $3 billion 
could be spent for ‘offsetting the costs related to reductions in lab productivity resulting from the coronavirus 
pandemic or public health measures related to the coronavirus pandemic.” Meanwhile, “an additional $1 billion 
would go ‘to support additional scientific research or the programs and platforms that support research.” In 
addition, the NIAID “would receive $500 million,” and NIMH would receive $200 million. 


Health Experts Advise Coordinated Strategy To Accelerate Multiple COVID-19 Vaccine 
Candidates. 


Homeland Preparedness News (5/13, Galford) reports that authors including National Institute of Health Director 
Francis Collins and National institute of Allergy and infectious Diseases (NIAID) Director Anthony Fauci “have 
advised...that a collaborative strategy for testing, scale-up, and distribution of candidates is essential.” In the 
paper (5/12, 427K) which was published in Science, “the authors noted that more than one effective vaccine 
approach would likely be required.” 


New Inflammatory Condition In Children Probably Linked To Coronavirus, Study Finds. 


The New York Times (5/13, Belluck, 18.61M) reports that “as concerns mount over children with a serious and 
potentially deadly inflammatory condition, a new study sheds light on the illness’s distinctive characteristics and 
provides the strongest evidence yet that the syndrome Is linked to the coronavirus.” The inflammatory “condition, 
called pediatric multisystem inflammatory syndrome, has been reported in about 700 children in New York State, 
including three who died, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) said this week.” The study, published in the journal Lancet, 
“found that over the five years before the coronavirus pandemic...19 children with Kawasaki disease were treated 
at the Papa Giovanni XXII Hospital’ in italy. However, “during the two months from February 18 to April 20 
alone, the hospital... treated 10 children with similar hyper-inflammatory symptoms.” 

Additional Sources. NBC Nightly News #1 (5/13, story 4, 2:00, Holt, 7.08M) reported former FDA 
Commissioner Scott Gottlieb said, “Coronavirus isn’t a benign condition in kids. We need to figure out what that 
denominator is, how many kids actually had coronavirus.” 

Reuters (8/13, Steenhuysen) reports the CDC “said on Wednesday they will issue an alert telling doctors to 
report cases of” the “syndrome associated with COVID-19 in children to their state and iocal health departmenis.” 
The CDC’s alert was io “be released on Wednesday or Thursday, a agency spokesman said in an emailed 
statement.” 

in a separate piece, Reuters (5/13, Layne) reports “at least 15 states are investigating cases of” the 


“inflammatory syndrome impacting children that is believed to be linked to the novel coronavirus, New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo said on Wednesday.” 

The Hill (5/13, Hellmann, 2.98M) reports New York “state’s department of health is investigating 102 cases, 
including three deaths, of children believed fo have the iliness.” The iliness “is thought to be related to COVID-19 
because all of the children have either tested positive for the virus or its antibodies, Cuomo said.” 
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USA Today (5/13, Ortiz, 10.37M) reports if is “too early to tell how big a concern” pediatric multisystem 
inflammatory syndrome “will become, but the illness came up during a Senate hearing Tuesday when’ NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci “warned against rushing to reopen schools in the fall.” Fauci said, “] think we better be 
careful if we are not cavalier in thinking that children are completely immune to the deleterious effects (of the 
virus).” 

The AP (5/13, Salter} reports the syndrome “has appeared in a small number of cases at Missouri 
hospitals.” 

in a separate piece, the AP (5/13) reporis “Oregon has confirmed its first confirmed case of pediatric mullti- 
sysiem inflammatory syndrome. 


Evening News = (5/13, story 5, 2:35, Brennan, 5.3M). 


Trump Calls Fauci’s Caution On Schools Reopening ‘Not An Acceptable Answer’. 


CNN (5/43, Liptak, Malloy, 83.16M) reports President Trump “voiced frustration Wednesday at the nation’s top 
infectious disease specialist after he warned a day earlier against reopening schools and businesses foo 
quickly.” Trump “said when asked about Dr. Anthony Fauci’s warnings during televised congressional testirnony 
that reopening states too quickly could have dire consequences: ‘i was surprised by his answer, actually. It’s just 
~ to me it’s not an acceptable answer, especially when it comes to schools.” 

Addfional Sources. Reuters (5/13, Holland) reports Trump, “in contrast, said on Wednesday the only 
thing that would be acceptable would be professors or teachers ‘over a certain age’ not holding classes.” The 


president, “who previously made the strength of the economy central to his pitch for re-election in November, has 
encouraged states to reopen businesses and schools that were shuttered ito halt the spread of the highly 
contagious respiratory disease.” 


Among other media outlets providing coverage are: The CBS Evening News = (5/13, lead story, 1:50, 
5.3M)}, ABC World News Tonight =! (5/13, lead story, 3:50, 8.49M), NBC Nightly News = (5/13, lead story, 1:20, 
7.08M), the New York Times (5/13, Rogers, 18.61M), Bloomberg (5/13, Sink, Parker, 4.73M), the AP (5/13, 
Freking, Colvin), CNBC (5/13, Breuninger, Wilkie, 3.62M), NBC News (5/13, 6.74M), CNN (5/74, Collinson, 
83.16M), Newsweek (5/13, Villareal, 1.53M), the New York Post (5/13, Bowden, 4.57M), NPR (8/13, Wise, 
3.12M), U.S. News & World Report (5/13, 2.4M), the Washington Examiner (5/13, Leonardi, 448K), the 
Washington Times (5/13, Howell, 492K), the Financial Times (5/13, Sevastopulo, Subscription Publication, 
1.34M}, Axios (5/13, Rummier, 521K), USA Today (5/13, Groppe, 10.31M}, USA Today (8/13, Cummings, 
10.31M), in a separate article, Fox Business (5/13, 1.73M), Politico (8/13, Oprysko, 4.29M), Forbes (5/13, 
Rapoza, 9.71M}, the New York Daily News (5/14, Sommerfeldt, 2.52M), Daily Caller (5/13, Caruso, 716K), the 
HuffPost (5/13, 1.67M), and Newsday (NY) (5/13, 932K). 


Report Indicates One Minute Of Loud Talking Can Generate 1,000 Coronavirus Droplets. 


Margaret Brennan reporied on the CBS Evening News = (5/13, story 9, 2:00, 5.3M), “We're getting a sense of 
how quickly the coronavirus can spread from just one infected person.” CBS adds that a new report “says one 
minute of loud speaking can generate 1,000 virus-containing droplets that can stay airborne for at least eight 
minutes.” That has “led to large clusters of new cases.” 
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Addeional Sources, The Washington Post (5/13, Achenbach, 14.2M) reports the report from researchers 
at the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases and the Universily of Pennsylvania was 
published Wednesday in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

USA Today (5/13, Flores, 10.31M)} reports a National Instituie of Alergy and Infectious Diseases 
spokesperson told the outlet that the study “builds on earlier research by the same team showing thal speaking 
may factor into transmission of SARS-CoV-2 and adds support to the importance of wearing a mask, as 
recommended by the CDC, in potentially helping to slow the spread of the virus.” As states across the US 
continue to gradually reopen, NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “has testified in front of a Senate panel and said 
the consequences for states reopening without following proper guidelines ‘could be really serious.” 

AFP (5/14) also reporis. 


Donald Trump Is Under Growing Pressure From His Allies To Sideline Dr. Fauci. 


Newsweek (5/13, Jarvis, 1.53M) reports President Trump “faces mounting pressure from conservative allies fo 
sideline Dr. Anthony Fauci after he further warned of ‘really serious’ consequences to lifting coronavirus 
lockdown measures too soon.” The comments from Fauci, “director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
infectious Diseases, put him somewhat at odds with Trump and many of his supporters, who are pushing to get 
measures lifted so as to get the economy running once again.” Fauci “told the Senate Health Committee over 
video link, when commenting on the risks of areas re-opening too quickly: ‘My concern is that we might start to 
see little spikes that will turn into outbreaks.” 

Additional Sources. CNN (5/13, Wolf, 83.16M) reports, “In particular, it is Fauci’s suggestion that 
schools open only cautiously and in some places perhaps not in the fall that conservatives have seized upon.” 
Tucker Carlson asked on Fox News Tuesday night: “How does he know this exactly?’ 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: Bloomberg (5/13, House, 4.73M), Fox News (5/13, 
Carlson, 27.59M), The Hill (5/13, Johnson, 2.98M), and the Washington Examiner (5/13, Brest, 448K). 


Maine Receives Federal Shipment Of Remdesivir. 


Fox News (5/13, Rivas, 27.59M) reports, “Maine on Tuesday received a shipment of antiviral drug remdesivir 
from the federal government, according to” Maine CDC Director Dr. Nirav Shah in a press conference on 
Tuesday. The National Institutes of Health performed a clinical trial showing “how remdesivir can lead to a faster 
recovery for coronavirus patients.” National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Dr. Anthony 
Fauci “said during his Senate testimony on Tuesday that the results were ‘modest.” 

Addnional Sources. The Charlotte (NC) Observer (5/13, Murphy, 470K) reports seven medical centers in 
North Carolina have received small supplies of remdesivir. 

The Dayton (OH) Daily News (5/13, Balduf, 121K) reports, “The Ohio Department of Health and the Ohio 
Hospital Association will work together to distribute remdesivir across Ohio.” Ohio received an allotment of 20 
cases of remdesivir from the federal government on Tuesday. 

The Columbus (OH) Dispatch (5/13, Woods, 367K)also reports. 

The Denver Post (5/13, Nicholson, 720K) reporis a shipment of “remdesivir has been received by the 
Colorado Unified Command Group.” 
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GOP Sen. Alexander Pushes Back On Rand Paul’s Criticism Of Fauci: He’s Not Claiming To 
Be ‘Omniscient’. 

Fox News (5/13, Musto, 27.59M) reporis Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN} “said Wednesday that Sen. Rand Paul's 
criticism of the National Institute of Alergy and Infectious Diseases Director Dr. Anthony Fauci was unfounded.” 
Appearing on “America’s Newsroom’ with hosis Sandra Smith and Ed Henry, Alexander “defended Fauci’s 
reports on coronavirus, stating that he was never claiming to be ‘omniscient’ in his actions.” 

Addfional Sources. And, the Washington Post (5/13, Chiu, 14.2M) reports, Rep. Liz Cheney (R-WY) 
“defended Anthony S. Fauci on Tuesday after he sparked a fresh wave of conservative criticism with a waming 
that reopening the country too soon amid the novel coronavirus pandemic could lead to avoidable ‘suffering and 
death.” 

Fox News (5/13, Halon, 27.59M) and The Hill (5/13, Wise, 2.98M) also report. 


The Limits Of Anthony Fauci’s Expertise. 


In an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal (5/13, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Assistant Editorial Page 
Editor James Freeman writes that Dr. Anthony Fauci's testimony to a Senate committee on Tuesday warning 
against too quickly reopening the economy reveals that his knowledge of public health issues, like his 
understanding of economics, is limited. 


Gilead’s Remdesivir Tested With Other Drugs To Fight Covid-19. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Walker, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports researchers are studying 

whether adding additional drugs to remdesivir to treat Covid-19 will improve outcomes. Currently, there are six 
remdesivir cocktail trials underway. The Journal adds that National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Director Anthony Fauci has indicated that remdesivir's standard use in treating COVID-19 may be misleading. 


America’s True Covid Toll Already Exceeds 100,000. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Times (5/13, 18.61M), columnist Nicholas Kristof says, “We've crunched the 
numbers, state by state, and it appears that somewhere around 100,000 to 110,000 Americans have already 
died as a resull of the pandemic, rather than the 83,000 whose deaths have been aitributed to the disease, 
Covid-19." Kristof describes “how we reached our estimates; they are not definitive, for they are based on 
preliminary data.” The estimate was “reached with the help of? Rafael irizarry, chairman of the department of 
data science at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Robert N. Anderson, the chief of mortality statistics at ihe CDC's 
National Center for Health Statistics, said, “There’s probably less underreporting as time goes on.” Kristof adds 
that NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “told a Senate health committee on Tuesday that he didn’t know ff the real 
death toll was 50 percent higher than the official figures, but that ‘almost certainly it’s higher.” 


Get Ready For A Vaccine Information War. 


Kevin Roose writes in the New York Times (5/13, 18.61M) that “social media is already filling up with 
misinformation about a Covid-19 vaccine,” raising the possibility that a vaccine may be developed bul many may 
choose not to take it because of misinformation. Roose warns that “the false rumors that 5G cellphone towers 
fuel the coronavirus, that drinking bleach or injecting UV rays can cure it, that Dr. Anthony Fauci is part of an 
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anti-Trump conspiracy — may be just the warm-up act for a much bigger information war when an effective 
vaccine becomes available to the public.” Roose adds that he is “worried that they will be unusually effective in 
sowing doubis about a Covid-19 vaccine for several reasons.” 


The GOP Is Increasingly Siding With Trump Over Fauci. 


In an analysis for the Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M), Senior Political Reporter Aaron Blake writes, “At the 
beginning of the coronavirus outbreak — and for weeks afterward — there was one thing Americans could 
seemingly agree upon: Anthony S. Fauci. Today, that’s considerably less the case. While Fauci retains the faith 
of a strong majority of Americans, opposition from Republicans has crept up sieadily over the past month or so, 
as conservative media figures and politicians have increasingly called his advice into question.” 


Few Appear More Anxious About States Reopening Than Black Americans. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Scott, 14.2M) says in an analysis, “As many states across the country make moves 
to open back up, no community seems more unsupportive of the decision than black Americans ~ one of the 
groups disproportionately harmed by the coronavirus and the economic downturn that came with it” The Post 
says that “this is concerning for many black Americans, a group that in the most recent CNN poll revealed that a 
majority of black adults - 54 percent — knew someone who had been diagnosed with coronavirus.” The Director 
of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Anthony Fauci, “has acknowledged the virus’s 
harmful impact on black communities, and at a Senate hearing Tuesday warned of a possible escalation of 
cases if states are opened too quickly.” 


Trump Privately Questions Whether Coronavirus Deaths Are Being Overcounted As Fauci 
Projects The Opposite. 


CNN (5/13, Liptak, Acosta, 83.16M) reports that questions “about the US coronavirus death count have taken 
hold inside the White House, officials familiar with the matter say, as President Donald Trump and his aides 
discuss whether figures used by administration to determine mortality rates and death projections are reliable 
indicators for plotting a path forward.” As nationwide case numbers “show a steady decrease, Trump and some 
of his aides have begun questioning whether deaths are being over-counted, according to people familiar with 
the matter, even as the President publicly attests to the accuracy of the numbers.” The top “medical expert on 
the White House’s coronavirus task force, Dr. Anthony Fauci, has said the opposite could be true: that 
coronavirus deaths are being undercounted as people die at home without going to hospital.” 


Fauci Is Not The Villain. 


In an opinion piece for Politico (5/13, 4.29M), National Review Editor Rich Lowry writes, “For his critics, Anthony 


Fauci cemented his status as the Rasputin of public health with his Senate testimony this week. The director of 
the National Institutes for Health gently, but unmistakably, struck a different tone than President Donald Trump, 
earning rebukes frorn talk show hosts and Fox News anchors, as well as fueling the outrage of the #FireFauci 
claque on Twitter.” Lowry argues that anyone in Trump’s position “would obviously want to hear from experts, 
though. Which is why if Trump did fire Fauci, some cither meddiesame epidemiologist would emerge soon 
enough. lf Fauci didn’t exist, we’d have to invent him.” 
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Remdesivir Rollout Hampered By Lack Of Guidance For Doctors. 


The Financial Times (5/14, Kuchier, Subscription Publication, 1.34M) reports physicians have questions on how 
to ration remdesivir after Anthony Fauci announced preliminary results that that did not indicate which patients 
would benefit most from receiving the experimental COVID-19 treaiment. 


US Coronavirus Curve May Be Fiattening, But Estimated Death Toll Keeps Rising. What 
Does This Mean? 


USA Today (5/13, Bacon, 10.31M} reports that while the number of new cases of COVID-19 appears to be 
declining, as does the number of daily deaths, estimates over the longer term show continuing growth in the total 
number of deaths, as the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of Washington “estimates a 
total death toll of 147,000 by August.” Experts say that the trends are positive, but that deaths will continue. 
NIAID Director Anthony Fauci “says don’t expect COVID-19 to disappear from the nation or the national psyche 
until a vaccine is developed and widely distributed.” 


Fleeting Moments Of Clarity In The Senate Hearing On The Coronavirus Response. 


In a commentary for the New Yorker (5/13, 5.82M), Staff Writer Amy Davidson Sorkin writes of the Trump 
Administration's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, “Leadership and truthtelling have been in such short 
supply that even a basic recognition of reality feels like a major victory.” Sorkin argues, “One such moment came 
during the hearing, when [NIAID Director Dr. Anthony] Fauci told Bernie Sanders, of Vermont, that the current 
death count is almost certainly too low, in part because the shoriage of tests has meant that a number of people 
who appeared to have COVID-19 did not have the diagnosis confirmed before they died, and that the autumn 
might see a second wave of cases. The prospect of what Trump’s response would look like without a voice like 
Fauci’s is sobering to contemplate.” 


Pfizer, BioNTech To Ramp Up COVID-19 Vaccine Tests, Plot Major Trial Boost In Fall. 


FierceBiotech (5/13, Adams) reports that Pfizer “and German biotech partner BioNTech are looking to ramp up 
trials of vaccines against COVID-19 with a major scaled-up test plotted for the fall,” according to comments mace 
by Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla. The partners “currenily have early clinical tests ongoing in Germany and the U.S., 
with the latter in around 360 participants, all across four vaccine candidates.” 

Additional Source. FiercePharma (5/13, Sagonowsky) reports vaccine makers including Pfizer, Johnson 
& Johnson, and Sanofi “are thinking ahead to eventual mass vaccination campaigns — and the enormous 
production capacity they'll require.” National Institute of Allergy and infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci 
told a Senate hearing Tuesday thai he is “cautiously optimistic” one or more of the vaccine candidates will 
succeed. 


States Renew Efforts To Manufacture Supplies Domestically Amid Concerns Of Second 
Wave. 


CNN (5/13, Alvarez, 83.16M} reports, “As the US moves to reopen, some states are doubling down on efforts io 
manufacture supplies domestically, concerned that a possible second wave of the virus could paralyze the 
supply chain again in the future.” However, there are still supply shortages that “persist today, even as siates 
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begin to lift stay-at-home and shelter-in-place orders.” Meanwhile, “Dr. Anthony Fauci, a key member of the 
White House’s coronavirus task force, warned senators Tuesday that states and cities face serious 
consequences if they open up too quickly.” 


To Take On The Coronavirus, US Vaccine Makers Consider An Unprecedented Strategy: 
Working Together. 


CNN (5/13, Cohen, 83.16M) reports the Accelerating Covid-19 Therapeutic Interventions and Vaccines [ACTIV] 
group, which was organized by the NIH last month, is deciding whether to have companies work independently 
to develop a coronavirus vaccine, or whether the companies should work together to conduct “one large trial - an 
unprecedented method for vaccine development in the US.” Renate Myles, an NIH spokeswoman, said, “There 
naven't been any final decisions as of yet on which approach ACTIV will take.” National institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases Director Dr. Anthony Fauci on Monday said, “The idea of having treatments available or a 
vaccine to facilitate the re-eniry of students into the fall term would be something that would be a bridge too far.” 


Where’s The Data? Now Is No Time To Sit On Covid-19 Trial Results. 


Ed Silverman writes in STAT (5/13, Silverman, 24K) that National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Director Anthony Fauci “described the results of a remdesivir siudy a couple of weeks ago, he was cautious in 
characterizing how the experimental Gilead Sciences drug helped combai Covid-19.” However, Silverman says, 
“Rather than release all the data, the National Institutes of Health, which sponsored the study, issued a press 
release saying a forthcoming report would have ‘more comprehensive data.” Silverman adds, “Before the FDA 
issues an emergency authorization for a Covid-19 treatment, the trial results should be fully and publicly 
disclosed.” 


NY To Resume Elective Surgeries In More Counties, Cuomo Says. 


Fox News (5/13, Hein, 27.59M) reports “New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) said more hospitals and counties 
would be able to resume performing elective surgeries during his daily coronavirus briefing on Wednesday.” His 
“announcement came as Cuomo, echoing” NIAID Director “Anthony Fauci, warned against reopening the entire 
state ‘too soon’ out of fear of the virus rapidly spreading again.” 


inside Trump’s Coronavirus Meltdown. 


In an opinion piece for the Financial Times (5/14, Subscription Publication, 1.34M), editor Edward Luce criticizes 
President Trump’s coronavirus response, and says the US should prepare for an unstable six months ahead. 
Luce mentions CDC’s Robert Redfield, HHS’ Alex Azar, and NIAID’s Anthony Fauci. 


Don’t Expect Detroit Lions To Play In Packed Ford Field, Michigan Governor Says. 


The Detroit Free Press (5/13, Birkett, 1.52M) reports, “The NFL may be planning for a ‘traditional’ season this fall 
with stadiums full of fans, but chances are that won't be the case for ihe Deiroit Lions and other professional and 
college teams in the state.” Michigan’s Governor, Greichen Whitmer, “said in a radio interview Tuesday that she 
does not expect to see capacity crowds ai events this fall because of the coronavirus pandemic.” In addition, “Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the NIH’s National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said Monday in an 


GADB0000003787 


interview with NEC that it’s too early to predict whether the season can safely begin on time, and the league built 
its schedule so li easily could be modified for a later start.” 


COVID-19 Fear Will Destroy America. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Times (5/13, 492K), columnist Cal Thomas writes of calls to end the 
lockdowns related to the COVID-19 pandemic, “As experis have noted, it could be months and possibly longer 
before a vaccine is created. Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the U.S. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, told a Senate committee on Tuesday there is no guarantee a vaccine will work. And there probably is 
more than one strain, as with influenza, so a single vaccine is unlikely to protect everyone from every strain. 
Does that mean staying at home until perfect safety can be guaranteed? The public won't stand for it.” 


Act Now To Get Ahead Of A Mental Health Crisis, Specialists Advise U.S. 


NPR (5/13, Noguchi, 3.12M) reports, “Mental health specialists are working now to boister the resilience of 
Americans who are suffering from feelings of despair —- in hopes of preventing increases in suicides among 
people who are under increased pressure during the coronavirus pandemic.” For example, NIMH Director Dr. 
Joshua Gordon is helping to lead the “National Response to COVID-19" campaign “to better coordinate and 
publicize mental health resources for those who are particularly vulnerable right now.” NPR adds that experience 
with past disasters “shows that a rise in suicide often happens in the months after the immediate physical 
dangers of the disaster have passed.” NPR adds that Dr. Gordon says that suicides spiked during the Great 
Recession for several reasons. 


Can ‘Team Science’ Yield A Covid-19 Treatment? 


The New York Times (5/13, Tingley, 18.61M) reports on April 17, Sanford Burnham Prebys Medical Discovery 
institute Immunity and Pathogenesis Program researcher Xin Yin “and 29 co-authors from institutions around the 
world published a paper detailing their findings” about drugs that could potentially be repurposed and quickly 
deployed against COVID-19 “on the preprint server bioRxiv.org.” The Times adds, “Because researchers have 
studied the mechanisms by which known drugs interact with cells, those that fail in screenings can potentially 
reveal just as much about how the virus behaves as those that succeed, says Matthew Hall, a scientist at the 
National Center for Advancing Transiational Sciences, which is also screening drugs against the coronavirus.” 
Indeed, the “preprint, the largest screening of drugs against the virus to have publicly produced results to date, 
has sparked collaborations with large pharmaceutical companies like Ell Lilly, as well as academic and 
government iabs.” When National Institutes of Health Center for Cancer Research’s Cancer Data Science 
Laboratory chief Eytan Ruppin “saw the preprint, he turned the computer network his lab uses toward analyzing 
some of the drugs that did best in the screening to predict which are likely to succeed in actual patients and in 
what combinations.” 


Experimental Treatment Lowers Recurrence Risk Of Bacterial Vaginosis In Phase 2 Test. 


Reuters (5/13, Emery) reports, “Researchers say they have cut the recurrence rate of bacterial vaginosis by one 

third using an experimental treatment that injects a bacterium known as Lactin-V into the vagina to crowd out the 
noxious organisms that cause the condition.” The NIAID-funded study was published in the New England Journal 
of Medicine. 
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AddRional Source. STAT (5/13, Sheridan, 24K) reports Osel Inc., a company based in California, has 
been working for almost two decades to develop the treatment called Lactin-V. 


Reprogrammed Skin Cells Inserted In Brain Help Parkinson’s Patient Regain Function: 
Study. 


Reuiers (5/13, Emery) reporis, “Skin cells reprogrammed to produce the neurotransmitter dopamine and inserted 
deep inio the brain of a 69-year-old man with Parkinson’s disease have allowed him to tie his shoes again and 
resume swimming and biking,” research indicated. According to Reuters, “the patient, identified by statnews.com 
as George ‘Doc’ Lopez, a physician, businessman and inventor, provided $2 million to help speed the early 
research,” and “additional funding came from the U.S. National Institutes of Health.” 

Additional Sources. HealthDay (5/13, Norton, 17K) reports, “In a first, scientists have treated a 
Parkinson's disease patient with his own skin cells — repurposing them to become key brain cells that the 
disease” destroyed. Now, “two years after receiving the experimental treatment, the patient has had no adverse 
effects, his doctors” say. Meanwhile, his symptoms “have either stabilized or gotten somewhat better.” 

MedPage Today (5/13, George, 75K) reports, “Dopaminergic progenitor cells derived from a Parkinson's 
disease patients own skin cells and injected into his putamen showed evidence of survival and were associated 
with improved motor scores and quality of life measures” in the patient. Cell implantation was performed “in two 
procedures, left hemisphere followed by right hemisphere, six months apart.” Next, “PET imaging with a 
dopaminergic activity tracer up to 24 months suggested graft survival,” the study revealed. The findings were 
published in the New England Journal of Medicine. 


McBee Moore Selected For Pair Of NIH Contracts. 


The Baltimore Daily Record (5/13) reporis the NIH selected McBee Moore & Vanik IP LLC, a boutique IP law firm 
based in Virginia, “to provide patent legal services under two separate 10-year contracts in the fields of 
biotechnology and chemistry.” 


Gilead Expects Some Covid-19 Remdesivir Results In A Few Weeks. 


Bloomberg Law (5/13, Baumann, Subscription Publication, 4) reporis “Gilead expects to know within a few 
weeks the results of a clinical trial studying remdesivir on patients with a moderate case of COVID-19, said Anu 
Osinusi, Gilead’s executive director of clinical research, emerging and respiratory viruses.” Bloomberg notes that 
“this is a separate trial from the NIH study that posted improvement in hospitalized patients a few weeks ago.” 


Psychiatrists ‘Pleasantly Surprised’ With Transition To Telemedicine. 


Healthcare IT News (5/13, Jercich, 2K} reports a qualitative National Institute of Mental Health-funded study from 
the RAND Corporation “that psychiatrists offering telemedicine for the first time during the COVID-19 pandemic 
have had largely positive perceptions of the transition,” but many “say they plan to return to in-person care when 
possible, due fo the challenges psychiatric telemedicine entail.” The researchers “interviewed 20 outpatient 
psychiatrists in regions where early flares of COVID-19 activity had triggered social distancing measures and 
shelier-in-place orders, such as New York, California, and Louisiana,” and found “that the rapid transition to 
telemedicine went fairly smoothly.” The study authors wrote, “For example, the Centers for Medicare and 
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Medicaid Services declared it would reimburse for telemedicine visits in both rural and urban communities, and 
services could be delivered into palients’ homes.” 


States Moving To Lift Restrictions Even Where Infection Rates Are On The Rise. 


NBC Nightly New f (5/13, story 6, 1:55, Holt, 7.08M)} reported, “More of the country reopened today, but” 
coronavirus “cases are still climbing in some areas, and tempers are flaring.” NBC (Almaquer) added, “As more 
of the nation reopens today, there is caution, confusion, and concern.” NBC continued, “Some worry the push to 
make money comes at the cost of public health,” and “new hot spots with significant spikes in coronavirus cases 
are emerging in the heartland.” 

AddRional Sources. ABC World News Tonight = (5/13, story 3, 3:40, Muir, 8.49M) reported, “24 hours 
after America’s top doctors warned about the dangers of reopening too quickly,” there is “evidence the 


coronavirus is spreading in the heartland. An internal Administration document reportedly shows new cases 
spiking in Nashville and Des Moines. Central City, Kentucky” reported “a massive increase as of May 7. And now 
Los Angeles County officials” are “indicating stay at home orders may stay in place until August.” The broadcast 
said CDC documents “were supposed to provide guidance to communities and businesses on steps to reopen.” 
CDC Director Robert Redfield said, “I do anticipate these broader guidance, though, to be posted on the CDC 
website soon.” 


The CBS Evening News = (6/13, story 6, 2:15, Brennan, 5.3M} reported “nearly every state is taking steps 
to ease stay-ai-home restrictions, even as cases in half of the country are rising. Today, the mayor of D.C. took 
the rare step of extending her order until June.” CBS (Yuccas} added, “Los Angeles is riding the wave of 
reopening,” while “California is seeing an increase of 17 percent,” and Arizona has rising infections “up 60 
percent, even as more businesses reopen.” Meanwhile, “lowa has seen a 67 percent rise in daily COVID cases,” 
yet Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) “announced that restaurants, salons, and gyms will reopen.” 

CNN (5/13, Holcombe, Almasy, 83.16M) reports “nearly every state in the US is moving toward reopening 
fromm pandemic closures, but a leading researcher warns that doing so puts the country on an ‘unfortunate 
trajectory’ to more coronavirus deaths.” One “model cited often by the White House now predicts that 147,000 
people in the nation will die from the virus by August, the researcher behind the model, Dr. Chris Murray, told 
CNN’s Don Lemon on Tuesday.” The piece adds that “an estimate by researchers at the National Institutes of 
Health and the University of Pennsylvania finds that talking loudly for one minute in a confined space could 
generate al least 1,000 speech droplets containing Covid-19 particles.” 


Whistleblower Rick Bright To Testify Before House Subcommittee On Thursday. 


CBS News (5/13, Segers, 3.68M) reports that “Dr. Rick Bright, a top government virologist who was working on 
combating COVID-19, plans to tell lawmakers Thursday that he was ‘involuntarily transferred to a more limited 
and less impactful position at the National Institutes of Health,’ and that this personnel move was retaliatory.” In 
his opening statement, Bright “says that he believes his transfer came about as a result of his insistence that 
money allocated by Congress to confront COVID-19 should be put ‘into safe and scientifically vetted solutions, 
and notin drugs, vaccines and other technologies that lack scientific merit.” He is expected to say, “l spoke out 
then and | am testifying today because science — not politics or cronyism — must lead the way to combai this 
deadly virus. ... As | reflect on the past few months of this outbreak, it is painfully clear that we were not as 
prepared as we should have been.” 
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Thousands Of People Want To Be Exposed To Covid-19 For Science. 


CNN (5/43, Kuznia, 83.16M) reports “more than 16,000 people...have signaled their support for a controversial 
method of speeding up the development of a vaccine by” allowing themselves to be Intentionally infected. While 
human-challenge trials have been conducted before, the idea of organizing one to research coronavirus was first 
proposed back in March in an article published in the Journal of infectious Diseases. While some say a human- 
challenge trial is warranted given the extraordinary circumstances, others have criticized the idea as unethical or 
too risky. CNN examines the different reasons why people are interested in volunteering for such an endeavor 
and also quotes experts on both sides of the debate advocating for and against such a trial. For example, the 
National Institutes of Health convened an ethics panel in 2017 that “recommended against a proposal for the 
development of a Zika hurman challenge model.” 


Japan Says Drugmaker Gilead’s COVID-19 Treatment Remdesivir Now In Use In Hospitals. 


Reuters (5/14, Swift) reports hospitals in Japan have started treating severely ill patients with COVID-19 using 
Gilead Sciences’ experimental COVID-19 drug, according to ministry official Yasuyuki Sahara. Sahara “said in an 
e-mail on Thursday that the US. firm’s treatment has been distributed to hospitals in Japan since May 11 and is 
being used for patients in intensive care or those on ventilators.” A National institutes of Health trial showed 
remdesivir “cut hospital stays by 31% compared with a placebo treatment, although it did not significantly 
improve survival.” 


FDA Issues Two Guidances To Accelerate Covid-19 Treatments. 


Endpoints News (5/13, Mezher) reports, “The FDA on Monday evening issued two guidances intended to 
accelerate the development of products to treat or prevent” COVID-19, “laying out recommendations to help 
companies get to the investigational new drug application (ND) stage and clinical trial design considerations for 
later-stage studies.” FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn said, “Accelerating the investigation of safe and effective 
therapies that could benefit people affected by the COVID-19 pandemic is one of the FDA's highest priorities.” 
The guidances follow “the launch of FDA’s coronavirus treatment acceleration program (CTAP) in March and the 
National institutes of Health's (NIH) Accelerating Covid-19 Therapeutic innovations and Vaccines (ACTIV) 
public-private partnership in April.” 


ONC Shares Progress On Coordinating IT Research Priorities. 


Modern Healthcare (5/13, Cohen, Subscription Publication, 214K} reports that “since turning its focus on 
researchers, HHS’ Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology said it's seen progress 
on interoperability goals in that space.” Teresa Zayas-Caban, ONC’s chief scientist, said “ONC has been 
coordinating development of data standards and IT infrastructure with other federal agencies after it released a 
policy agenda for researchers in February.” Modern Healthcare says “the agenda was meant to address health 
IT infrastructure problems that have made it challenging for biomedical and health services researchers to 
capitalize on the growing arnount of data held in electronic health record systems and consumer electronics.” In 
particular, “the new priorities included increasing data harmonization and improving access to interoperable 
heaith information.” ONC’s work “included collaborating with National Institutes of Health’s All of Us Research 
Program to pilot data standards for sharing genomic information.” 
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GAO Assesses HHS Recruitment, Retention Efforts. 


Homeland Preparedness News (5/13) reports that the GAO recently assessed HHS “efforts fo recruit and retain 
personnel after the agency indicated challenges attracting science and technology professionals.” Homeland 
Preparedness News says “the 21st Century Cures Act provides additional hiring and retention authority enabling 
HHS to hire up to 2,000 scientists with certain specialized graduate degrees while increasing top pay to hire and 
retain expert staff.” The GAO “said medical, engineering, and other science and technology professionals the 
HHS needs support activities like biomedical and clinical research such as studies of HIV, flu, and COVID-19.” 
The assessment “involved the GAO reviewing documentation about various hiring mechanisms and interviewing 
departmenial officiais at HHS, as weil as officiais at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) about implementation efforts.” 


Scientists Are Drowning In COVID-19 Papers. Can New Tools Keep Them Afloat? 


Science Magazine (5/13, Brainard, 427K) reporis, “A loose-knit army of data scientists, software developers, and 
journal publishers is pressing hard to” help researchers “keep pace with the growing torrent of new scientific 
papers about” COVID-19. The individuals “are racing to create digital collections holding thousands of freely 
available papers that could be useful to ending the pandemic, and scrambling to build data-mining and search 
tools that can help researchers quickly find the information they seek.” The White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy on March 16 “launched the CORD-19 data set, considered the largest single collection to 
date” with help from publishers and tech firms. To create the archive, “Google, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, 
and the Allen Institute for Al collaborated with the National Institutes of Health and other groups to identify and 
collect the papers using methods that included natural language processing, which looks beyond the coded 
keywords in documents for variants of search terms and for related text.” 


North Shore Company Gets $1.6 million Grant For New Drug Development. 


The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (5/13, Mamula, 616K) reports the NIAID awarded a $1.6 million grant to CytoAgents 
Inc. “to continue development of a drug that may be used to treat flu and possibly COVID-19.” The company’s 
GP1681 “is being tested in the treatment of severe flu and potentially COVID-19." 

Adaftional Source. The Pittsburgh Business Times (5/13, Gough, 835K) also covers the story. 


Opinion: Pandemic Highlights Need For Specialized Care For Individuals With Intellectual 
Disabilities. 

Special Olympics Chairman Timothy Shriver writes in the Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M) that the coronavirus 
pandemic has highlighted the “pandemic of division and inequality” people with intellectual disabilities offen face 
in the US. Shriver adds that “what our society looks like after this crisis depends on our collective understanding 
of the threats posed by inequity — and the work we do to address ihern.” This pandemic “has clarified what needs 
to happen,” he argues, in that all Americans deserve dignity and respect and healthcare workers “must be 
trained to work with people who have intellectual disabilities — not just during the pandemic, but all the time.” 
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Twenty-Five Girls At Michigan Residential Treatment Center Test Positive For Novel 
Coronavirus. 


The Detroit Free Press (5/13, Kovanis, 1.52M) reports “the novel coronavirus has made its way to a mid- 
Michigan residential treatment center for teens; 25 girls there have tested positive.” Just “three of the girls at the 
Wolverine Human Services’ sife in Vassar had symptoms of COVID-19 — one had a slight headache, one had a 
slight sore throat, one lost her sense of taste and smell, according to Paul Whitney, vice president of residential 
programs for Wolverine.” At this point, “the girls are the only residents who have tested positive. The Vassar 
compound is home to 148 male and female teens in treatment programs for mental health issues, behavioral 
problems and substance abuse.” 


Coronavirus Outbreak Sickens Workers At Virginia Ramen Noodle Factory. 


Fox News (5/13, Farber, 27.59M) reports “an outbreak of the novel coronavirus at a Maruchan ramen noodle 
factory in Virginia has sickened several workers, according to local reports.” So far, “at least seven workers al the 
facility in Chesterfield County have tested positive for COVID-19 and are now in quarantine at home.” The noodle 
“actory remains open despite the positive cases.” 


Opinion: US Coronavirus Policy Should Focus On The Elderly. 


In an opinion piece for Intelligencer (NY) (5/13, 1.1M)}, David Wallace-Wells writes that “the lethality of the” novel 
coronavirus “rises sharply with age.” In the US, “we have spent much of the last few months enacting and 
debating uniform, universal public-health measures, which treat each citizen equally for the purposes of applied 
policy.” The virus “is brutally lethal for the elderly, considerably less so for the middle-aged, and still less so for 
the young.” Wallace-Wells concludes that “perhaps our public policy should start from the most vulnerable, doing 
what we can to protect them, and proceed outward, and upward, from there.” 


Michigan Sees Fifth Consecutive Day With Less Than 500 New COVID-19 Cases. 


The Detroit News (5/13, Mauger, 825K) reporis that “despite expanded testing, Michigan reported its fifth straight 
day Wednesday with fewer than 500 new confirmed COVID-19 cases.” Michigan “disclosed 370 new cases and 
40 new deaths linked to the virus in its daily report Wednesday, pushing the overall totals to 48,391 cases and 
4,714 deaths, accarding to the Department of Health and Human Services.” Through Monday, “the state had 
reported 11 straight days with less than 10% of its COVID-19 tests returning positive results.” 


Minnesota Research Shows Social Distancing Is Not As Effective As Originally Predicted In 
Pandemic. 


The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/13, Olson, 1.04M) reports “social distancing isn’t working as well as originally 
predicted in the COVID-19 pandemic, but it will still help protect Minnesota from the highly infectious coronavirus, 
new state modeling research has shown.” Minnesota's “stay-ai-home order has reduced the predicted number of 
COVID-19 deaths, researchers from the University of Minnesota and the Minnesota Department of Health 
reported Wednesday.” But, “the arder reduced face-io-face contact and disease transmission by 55%, compared 
with the 80% projected in earlier modeling.” 
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Long-Term Care Facilities In Maricopa County, Arizona Saw Over 50 COVID-19 Deaths Over 
Past Week. 


The Arizona Republic (5/13, 869K) reports “long-term care facilities in Maricopa County reported more than 50 
deaths from COVID-19 over the past week, just as” Arizona “gets ready to lift a stay-at-home order that was 
intended to slow the spread of the disease.” Arizona’s “largest county reported 56 known deaths over the last 
seven days among residents at long-term care facilities.” That marks the most deaths “since the county began 
releasing detailed information in early April.” 


Texas AG Warns County, City Leaders That Certain Coronavirus Measures Are Unlawful 
Under Governor’s Orders. 


Newsweek (5/13, Kirk, 1.53M) reporis “Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton called out leaders in three counties 
and two cities, warning each that imposing fines on anyone not wearing a face covering, placing limits on church 
gatherings, and minimizing social gatherings are unenforceable, and unlawful, per Governor Greg Abbott's (R) 
executive orders.” On Tuesday, the AG “sent letters to Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff, San Antonio Mayor 
Ron Nirenberg, Austin Mayor Stephen Adler, Travis County Judge Sarah Eckhardt, and Dallas County Judge 
Clay Jenkins.” The AG said, “These letiers seek to avoid any public confusion as we reopen the state. | trust that 
local officials will act quickly to correct any orders that unlawfully conflict with Texas law and Governor Abboit’s 
Executive Orders.” 


Nebraska Governor Announces Updates To TestNebraska Initiative, Defends Program. 


The Omaha (NE) World-Herald (5/13, Hammel, Stoddard, 641K) reports “Gov. Pete Ricketts (R) announced 
some fixes to the TesiNebraska initiative on Wednesday to address startup problems, and pushed back against 
a newspaper editorial giving the program a ‘failing grade.” Ricketts said, “First of all guys, il's been a week and a 
half (since the testing began). ... It's a brand-new program.” Ricketts “announced that a new hotline had been set 
up to take citizens’ questions about TestNebraska.” The updated hotline “is being staffed by employees of the 
Utah firms signed to a $27 million, no-bid contract with the Ricketts administration to ramp up COVID-19 testing 
to 3,000 tests a day.” 


Mayors From Traditionally Red States Call For More Relief For Cities Than What Was 
Proposed By House Democrats. 

U.S. News & World Report (5/13, 2.4M) contributor Elliott Davis writes thai “a bipartisan coalition of mayors — all 
from traditionally red states — are pushing for even more relief for cities than what was proposed by House 
Democrats in a new coronavirus funding package.” The mayors “discussed the pain being felt at the local level 
during a phone call Tuesday hosted by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the official nonpartisan organization of 
cities with populations of 30,000 or more.” The “Conference of Mayors is asking for about $250 billion in relief 
from the federal government for cities.” 


Minnesota Governor Letting Stay-At-Home Order End On Monday. 


The AP (5/13, Karnowski, Baenen) reporis “Gov. Tim Walz (DFL} said Wednesday he will let his stay-at-home 
order expire as scheduled Monday, though he'll leave key restrictions in place to keep up Minnesota's fight 
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against the COVID-19 pandemic.” Although “the stay-at-home order will expire, the changes he announced 
amount to only a gradual relaxation of the state’s restrictions.” Restaurants, bars, “and other places where 
people gather in large numbers wort be allowed to reopen for business as usual just yet. But gatherings of 10 
people or fewer such as family celebrations will be allowed.” 


Some Pennsylvania Counties Plan To Defy Governor By Lifting Restrictions; Others Heed 
His Warning. 


The AP (5/13, Levy, Rubinkam) reporis that “two days after Gov. Tom Wolf (D) lambasted them as ‘cowardly’ 
and vowed to withhold funding, several Pennsylvania counties signaled Wednesday they are moving ahead with 
plans to defy him by lifting some pandemic restrictions. Others backed down under the governor's threat.” 
Commissioners in a number of “GOP-conirolled counties where the Democratic governor has yet to ease any 
restrictions say they can manage the public health impacts of COVID-19 and reopen safely.” However, “county 
officiais elsewhere...took heed and backed down, even as they continued fo press Wolf for a more ambitious 
reopening timetable.” 


Vermont Offering Free COVID-19 Testing For Anyone Who Wants It. 


The AP (5/13, Ring) reports “Vermont is now offering free testing for” COVID-19 “to anyone who asks, even 
peaple without symptoms, the state Health Department announced.” Under the policy, “no referral is needed, but 
people should make appointments, state officials said in a news release late Tuesday.” Authorities plan to 
include “pop-up testing clinics as part of a broader effort to curb the spread of the coronavirus.” 


Small Business Owners In Texas Using “Militia-Style” Protesters As Reopening Security. 


The New York Times (5/13, Fernandez, Montgomery, 18.61M) reports that while Texas “Gov. Greg Abboit (R) 
this month allowed a wide range of malls, restaurants and other businesses to reopen after a coronavirus 
lockdown, bars, salons, tattoo parlors and other enterprises where social distancing is more difficult were ordered 
to remain closed for a longer period.” The Times says, “In at least a half dozen cases around the state in recent 
days, frustrated small-business owners have turned to heavily armed, militia-style protesters...to serve as 
reopening security squads.” The displays “are creating a dilemma for the authorities, who face public demands 
for enforcement of social distancing guidelines, but also strong pushback from conservatives in same parts of the 
state who are convinced that the restrictions go too far.” 


LA Mayor Requiring Most Residents To Wear Face Masks Outside. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/13, Fry, Shalby, Sharp, 4.64M) reports “L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti announced 
Wednesday evening that all Angelenos, except for small children and those with certain disabilities, would be 
required to wear face coverings outside, significantly tightening restrictions that required masks in businesses 
and on public transportation.” The face “masks must be worn anywhere people come inio contact with others, 
even ala distance, he said.” 


Texas Paying $45M For 300,000 COVID-19 Oral-Swab Tests, Purchase Order Shows. 


The Austin (TX) American Statesman (5/13, Price, Subscription Publication, 343K) reports that “in a glimpse into 
the cost of coronavirus testing, the state of Texas is paying $45 million for 300,000 oral-swab tests ~ or $150 per 
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test, according to a purchase order obtained by the American-Statesman through an open records request.” At 
this point, “80,000 of the tests have been sent to Texas prisons, which have been bedeviled by outbreaks.” The 
“purchase agreement is with San Diego-based Gothams LLC, and includes the processing of tesis at the private 
lab of Curative, Inc., according to Seth Christensen, spokesman for the Texas Depariment of Emergency 
Management, which made the purchase.” 


New Jersey, New York Move To Start Restricted Reopenings Of Economies. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Vielkind, De Avila, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that construction 
companies are allowed to continue nonessential operations within the coming days in New Jersey and in 
northern New York, as the two states moved to start a restricted reopening of their economies amid the 
pandemic. 

Bloomberg (5/13, Young, 4.73M) also reports on the story. 


DC Mayor Extends Stay-At-Home Order Through June 8. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Nirappil, Cox, Vozzella, Tan, 14.2M) reports “D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser extended 
her city’s stay-at-home order and closure of nonessential businesses through June 8.” Bowser “said that the city 
has not seen the sustained decline in the spread of the novel coronavirus that would have been needed to ift 
restrictions that were set to expire Saturday.” Her new “order requires residents and visitors to wear face 
coverings when out in public near others, with exceptions for young children and homeless people, people with 
disabilities and those who are exercising or walking, provided they stay at least six feet away from others.” 

The Hill (5/13, Sullivan, 2.98M) reports “D.C. has the sixth-highest per person rate of coronavirus cases 
when compared with U.S. states, according to data compiled by The New York Times.” However, “there are 
some hopeful signs for the District. There has been a decline in the number of new cases for four consecutive 
days — far short of the 14-day standard for phased reopening, but a hopeful sign that cases have flattened and 
are starting to corme down.” 


Maryland Lifting Stay-At-Home Order On Friday. 


The AP (3/13, Witte) reports “Maryland residents will no longer be required to stay at home but will be strongly 
advised to continue doing so, especially if they are older and more vulnerable to the coronavirus, Gov. Larry 
Hogan (R) said Wednesday as he announced the first stage of a state recovery plan and the reopening of retail 
stores with limits.” Hogan “said the state is gradually moving into stage one of the state's recovery plan at 5 p.m. 
Friday, after 14 days of plateauing of key hospital metrics.” Hogan “also said the decision came after consultation 
with a state team of public health experts and business leaders.” 

The Hill (5/13, Weixel, 2.98M) reports “Maryland will lift its stay-at-home order beginning on Friday, but the 
state’s D.C.-area suburbs will not yet move forward with reopening.” The amount “of ICU patients has plaieaued 
and is trending down, as is the rate of new deaths, Hogan said.” 

The Washington Times (5/13, Kaplan, 492K) reports “places of worship, retailers and personal care 
businesses will be able to reopen at 50% capacity, as well as pet groomers, animal adoption sheliers, car 
washers and art galleries.” The governor “said four counties in the state have 70% of Maryland's total 
coronavirus cases, adding that Prince George’s and Montgomery counties have the highest number of cases, 
and that they ‘have made it clear that they are not ready to move into stage one.” 
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The Washington Times (5/13, Kaplan, 492K} also reports on the story in a separate piece. 


New Mexico Allows Nonessential Businesses To Reopen At Limited Capacity On Saturday. 


The AP (5/13, Lee) reporis “New Mexico is giving the green light for nonessential businesses including retailers 
and many services to reopen on Saturday al limited capacity, while ordering that face masks be worn in public 
with few exceptions to limit the spread of the coronavirus.” Governor “Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) said in a news 
video conference Wednesday that a new public health order will allow businesses to reopen at 25% of building 
occupancy limits. Large retailers can attend to 20% of maximum capacity set under fire safety regulations.” Stl, 
“strict limits on nonessential business will remain in place in northwestern New Mexico, which includes a portion 
of the vast Navajo Nation.” 

The Hill (5/13, Klar, 2.98M) reports “the state is mandating everyone wear face coverings in indoor and 
outdoor public spaces. People exercising outdoors are exempt from the requirement.” The state “will also allow 
houses of worship to open with 10 percent capacity.” 


Colorado Governor Announces Trump Has Committed To Sending State 96,000 
Coronavirus Tests Following Meeting. 


The AP (5/13, Peipert) reports “Gov. Jared Polis (D} said Wednesday that President Donald Trump has 
committed to sending 96,000 tests for the coronavirus to Colorado in the next couple of days.” The governor “met 
with the president in the White House earlier in the day to seek federal support for Colorado's response io the 
coronavirus and to try to secure additional testing supplies and personal protective equipment.” Polis “said the 
supplies will help the state reach its goal of testing at least 8,500 people a day.” 

The Denver Post (5/13, Burness, 720K) reports President “Trump praised Colorado’s response io the 
coronavirus, and its Democratic leader, in a meeling at the White House on Wednesday.” Trump said to Polis 
and North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum (R}, who also was invited, “You're both doing an excellent job, and ifs an 
honor to have you at the White House.” The Colorado governor, “who has been in regular touch with the Trump 
administration through the coronavirus pandemic, said the president invited him to meet in person, and that he 
could not turn down that invitation.” 


NYPD Commissioner Defends Police Against Charges Of Racism In Enforcement Of COVID- 
19 Rules. 


The New York Times (5/13, Southall, 18.61M)} reports NYPD Commissioner Dermot F. Shea “acknowledged 
racial disparities in the enforcement of pandemic-related rules bul said they did not stem from ‘racist policing.” 
Shea “noted thai the majority of the force’s officers were not white and that overall arrests and summonses had 
dropped to low levels even before the pandemic hit.” The Times adds that videos appear to show “officers 
handing out masks to mostly white visitors in parks while others used force to arrest people in black and Hispanic 
neighborhoods.” 


Medical Professor: Indiana’s Random Testing Shows Few Have Been Infected With 
Coronavirus. 


Aaron Carroll of the Indiana University School of Medicine writes in the New York Times (5/73, 18.61M) that in 
Indiana, “we now know thai it’s likely that about 2.8 percent of Hoosiers have so far been infected with” the novel 
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coronavirus, resulting in a “fatality rate in Indiana’ of “about 0.6 percent, significantly higher than what we usually 
see for seasonal influenza.” Carroll says the study shows that “social distancing worked,” and also showed that 
African Americans, Latinos, “and other minorities have been disproportionately affected.” The testing of 
randomly-selecited participants also showed, says Carroll, “that about 11 times as many cases likely existed as 
were known.” Carroll also says it shows that relatively few people were infected in Indiana and thal is probably 
true of other states as well, meaning that “much of the country still needs fo be very careful.” 


Virginia Beach Merchants Concerned About Continued Closures. 


The Washington Post (8/13, Schneider, 14.2M) reports that “the coronavirus pandemic is wreaking havoc on 
businesses everywhere, but as most of Virginia “prepares to start loosening restrictions on Friday, merchants in 
Virginia Beach are feeling left out.” Virginia “Gov. Ralph Northam (D) decided not to include beaches in his first 
phase of reopening, keeping the sand closed to everything but solitary exercise and fishing.” The Post says that 
“with Memorial Day less than two weeks away, that spells trouble for all resori-city businesses, frorn hotels to the 
three-for-$10 T-shirt shops.” 


Milwaukee Mayor Says City’s Stay-At-Home Order Remains. 


The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (5/13, Spicuzza, 632K) reports “Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett said Wednesday 
that the city’s stay-at-home order is still in place, meaning Milwaukee bars and restaurants are still barred from 
reopening.” Restaurants, bars, “and taverns in the city are still allowed to provide takeout, curbside pick-up and 
delivery.” There is still “no end date to Milwaukee’s order; it will be in effect until it is ‘extended, rescinded, 
superseded, or amended in writing by the Health Commissioner,’ according to the order itself.” 


People In New Jersey With Developmental Disabilities Residing In State-Licensed Group 
Homes, Apartments To Be Tested For Coronavirus. 


NJ News (5/13, Livio, 1.72M) reports “all 8,000 people with developmental disabilities who live in state-licensed 
group homes and apartments in New Jersey and the employees who take care of them will all be tested for the 
coronavirus, a spokesman for Gov. Phil Murphy (D) told NJ Advance Media on Wednesday night.” Mahen 
Gunaraina, communications director for the governor's office, said, “The Governor's testing plan announced 
yesterday included a commitment to test vulnerable populations, including residents and staff at group homes, 
within the next few weeks.” 


New Jersey Lawmaker Announces Hearings To Investigate Oversight, Resource 
Constraints In Long-Term Care Facilities Amid Pandemic. 


Politico (5/13, Sutton, 4.29M) reports “New Jersey lawmakers are ramping up efforts to investigate the siate’s 
oversight of the long-term care industry.” On Wednesday, “Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens 
Chairman Joe Vitale said he would hoid hearings to investigate ‘the breakdowns in oversight? and resource 
constraints that allowed coronavirus to tear through the state’s nursing homes, post-acute care centers and other 
LTCs.” His “committee is expected to invite testimony from state Health Commissioner Judith Persichilli, Human 
Services Commissioner Carole Johnson, representatives from long-term care facilities, retired Army Brig. Gen. 
Mark Piterski, the former deputy commissioner of the Department of Miltary and Veterans Affairs, as well as his 
acting replacement, retired Army Col. Walter Nall.” 
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The Hill (5/13, Budryk, 2.98M) reports Vitale said, “There is no question that this disease inherently poses a 
greater threat io the elderly and the sick. ... But the devastating reports coming out of these communities begs a 
number of questions that the families with mernbers in these facilities deserve to have addressed in public.” He 
“said later Wednesday that he would delay the senate’s probe until consultants hired by Gov. Phil Murphy (D) 
complete their own recommendations for addressing the spread of the virus in such facilities.” 


Wisconsin Supreme Court Strikes Down Gov. Evers’ Stay-At-Home Order Extension. 


The Washington Post (5/13, likowitz, 14.2M) reports “the Wisconsin Supreme Court's conservative majority 
sided with Republican legisiators and struck down on Wednesday the decision by Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’s 
administration to extend a stay-ai-home order intended to quell the spread of the novel coronavirus.” The court's 
“4-3 decision limits Evers’s ability io make statewide rules during emergencies such as a global pandemic, 
instead requiring him to work with the state legislature on how the state should handle the outbreak.” The court's 
“ustices wrote thal the court was not challenging the governor's power to declare emergencies, ‘but in the case 
of a pandemic, which lasts month after month, the Governor cannot rely on emergency powers indefinitely.” 

USA Today (5/13, Beck, 10.31M) reports the decision marks “the first time a statewide order of its kind has 
been knocked down by a court of last resort.” The ruling “immediately throws out the administration's tool to 
control the disease for which there is no vaccine and comes at a time when Evers has already begun lifting some 
restrictions as the spread of the virus slows down for now.” The ruling “will force the Democratic governor and 
Republican-controlled Legisiature to work together on the state’s response to the ebbs and flows of the outbreak 
~ a dynamic the two sides have rarely been able to achieve before.” 

The Los Angeles Times (5/13, Kaleem, 4.64M) reports the decision gives “Evers until May 20 to come up 
with an alternative plan with the Republican-controlled state Legislature. if there’s no agreement, it could be left 
up to individual counties to decide on their own rules.” 

The AP (5/13, Richmond) reports the “ruling essentially reopens the state, lifting caps on the size of 
gatherings, allowing people to travel as they please and allowing shuttered businesses to reopen, including bars 
and restaurants.” The ruling “let stand language that had closed schools, however, and local governments can 
stil impose their own health restrictions.” 

Among other news outlets reporting on the story are CBS News (5/13, Brewster, 3.68M), CNN (5/13, 
Jimenez, Leblanc, 83.16M), Forbes (5/13, Perez, 9.71M), The Hill (5/13, Klar, 2.98M)}, Fox News (5/73, Phillips, 
27.59M), Newsweek (5/13, Martin, 1.53M), and Vox (5/13, Millhiser, 2.27M). 


Coronavirus Outbreaks At Camps Where Wildfire Fighting Crews Reside Could Infect Many, 
US Document Says. 


The AP (5/13, Boone) reports “outbreaks of the coronavirus could sweep through large camps where crews 
typically stay as they fight wildfires across the U.S., according to a federal document obtained by The Associated 
Press, and the problem is likely to get worse the longer the fire season lasis.” According to the AP, “The U.S. 
Forest Service's draft risk assessment suggests that even in a best-case scenario ~ with social distancing 
followed and plenty of tests and protective equipment available — nearly fwo dozen firefighters could be infected 
with COVID-719 at a camp with hundreds of people who come in to combat a fire that burns for months.” 
Meanwhile, “the worst-case scenario” is “more than 1,000 infections.” 
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Calffornia Governor Promises New Vilofire Prevention Measures Ouring COVID-18 
Pandemic. The Los Angeles Times (5/13, Willon, Myers, 4.64M) reports that “Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) said on 
Wednesday that California's response to the COVID-19 pandemic has not blunted efforts fo prepare for what is 
expected to be an active wildfire season, emphasizing the state’s effort fo reduce or prevent power shutoffs by 
ulilties when fires are a major threat.” Newsom said the California Public Utilties Commission will monitor the 
state’s investor-owned utilities through a 106-person wildfire safety division established to ensure compliance 
with safety requiremenis. Newsom also “noted that new wildfire prevention efforts would be accounted for in his 
revised state spending plan to be presenied Thursday.” 


Forecasters Predicting High Activity During US Atlantic Hurricane Season; Pandemic Poses 
Additional Issue. 


Newsweek (5/13, Georgiou, 1.53M) reports “the start of the U_S. Atlantic hurricane season is just over two weeks 
away and forecasters are expecting particularly high activity this year.” Although “forecasters cannot predict how 
many hurricanes ~— if any — will make landfall, the potential for dangerous storms to strike the southern and 
eastern coasts poses an addilional problem for authorities already grappling with the COVID-79 pandemic.” 
According to Newsweek, “experts say that the pandemic is straining the capabilities of The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA)...and other organizations involved in responding to natural disasters.” 


UCSF, UCLA Working With California Health Officials To Bolster Contact Tracing Efforts. 


The San Francisco Chronicle (5/13, Vaziri, 2.67M) reports that “in order for California to reopen its economy, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has made it clear that active coronavirus cases need to be tracked aggressively.” In 
order “to make that happen, thousands of newly trained civic workers, acting as pandemic detectives, will be 
required to follow the spread of the disease through widespread contact tracing and case investigation.” Last 
week, the governor “announced that he has tapped UCSF and UCLA to partner with the California Department of 
Public Health to dramatically scale up the state’s efforts with a new workforce training program that will recruit up 
to 20,000 individuals, including librarians, environmental health officers and city attorney staff not working their 
usual jobs at the moment.” 


Providers That Participate In APMs Are More Likely To Use Population Health Strategies To 
Address Pandemic Than Non-Participants, Survey Suggests. 


Modern Healthcare (5/13, Brady, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports “providers that take pari in alternative 
payment models are more likely to use population health strategies to address the COVID-19 pandemic than 
non-participants, according to a survey by consultancy and group purchasing organization Premier inc. on 
Wednesday.” Over “60% of APM participanis use care management support to deal with COVID-19 patients 
compared to just half of providers that aren't in APMs.” Furthermore, approximately “half of providers in APMs 
use triage call centers and remote monitoring, while less than a third of non-participants do.” 


About 44% Of Americans Talk About Pandemic Almost Constantly, Study Indicates. 


U.S. News & World Report (5/13, Lardier!, 2.4M) reports that almost “half of Americans say they talk about the 
giobal coronavirus pandemic almost constantly, a new Pew Research Center study found.” The study “found that 
44% of people talk about the coronavirus most or almost all of the time, whether online, in person or over the 
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phone.” Almost “a third of Americans say they talk about the pandemic with other people mosi of the time and 
another 13% say they talk about ff almost all of the time.” 


Former Surgeon General Says “What Happens With Sports Will Be Important” For US As 
Nation Reopens. 


USA Today (5/13, Zilgitt, 10.37M) reporis “Dr. Vivek Murthy met NBA Commissioner Adam Silver when Murthy 
was the U.S. surgeon general during the Obama administration, and Silver maintained that relationship, never 
knowing when he might need to rely on Murthy’s expertise.” The piece says “that time is now during a 
coronavirus...pandemic as Murthy in an informal role advises the NBA.” Murthy said, “We have to keep an 
evolving body of science in my mind as for developing a strategy for opening up, and that’s also what makes 
dealing with COVID-19 so challenging for the sporis world.” Murthy added, “That's why I’ve tried to be helpful 
wherever | can because [| do think what happens with sports will be important for the country, and we just have to 
make sure that reopening takes place as safely as possible.” 


Opinion: Pandemic Of Stress Will Further Shorten Black People’s Lives As COVID-19 
Spreads. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M}, David R. Williams, a professor of public health and 
African and African American studies at Harvard University, writes that “as covid-19 continues to devastate 
communities of color, | worry that another pandemic is looming — one that will further sicken and shorten black 
lives, with disastrous long-term effects for our young people.” Willams says he is “talking about a pandemic of 
stress, which already has profound implications for the mental and physical health of black Americans and will 
have a dangerous impact long after the novel coronavirus has been contained.” Williams concludes, “Because so 
many black people live in circumstances that make them vulnerable, covid-19 is hitting them harder. We can’t 
allow the added burden of stress to damage and shorten the lives of those who survive.” 


Research Suggests Cats Can Spread Novel Coronavirus To Other Cats With No Symptoms. 


The AP (5/13, Marchione) reports “cats can spread the new coronavirus to other cats without any of them ever 
having symptoms, a lab experiment suggests.” Scientisis “say it shows the need for more research into whether 
the virus can spread from people to cats to people again.” The results were published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

The New York Times (5/13, Gorman, 18.61M) also reports on the story. 


Measure In New York’s Budget Shields Nursing Homes From Many Lawsuits Over Failure 
To Protect Residents Amid Pandemic. 


The New York Times (5/13, Harris, Barker, McKinley, 18.61M) reports that “in the chaotic days of late March, as 
it becarne clear that New York was facing a catastrophic outbreak of the coronavirus, aides to Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo (D) quietly inserted a provision on Page 347 of New York's final, voluminous budget bill.” Many 
legislators “were unaware of the language when they approved the budget a few days later.” However, “i 
provided unusual legal protections for an influential industry that has been devastated by the crisis: nursing home 
operators.” The measure “shielded nursing homes from many lawsuiis over their failure to protect residents from 
death or sickness caused by the coronavirus.” 
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Players, Staff Must Be Tested For Coronavirus Once A Week Under PGA Tour Rules. 


The AP (5/13, Ferguson) reporis “players, caddies and key staff around them will be tested once a week for the 
new coronavirus, and everyone ai the golf course will have their temperatures taken every day when the PGA 
Tour returns next month and tries to show if can resume its season with minimal risks.” Coronavirus “testing was 
a big part of the process ouilined Wednesday that revealed significant changes to how tournaments are 
conducted.” The piece says, “No pro-ams. No spectators for al least a month, perhaps longer. No family 
members. No dry cleaning. And social distancing everywhere from the clubhouse to the practice range.” 


AAU Holding Large Volleyball Event In June Amid Pandemic. 


USA Today (5/13, Schad, 10.31M) reports “the Amateur Athletic Union has long touted tis junior volleyball 
championships as the ‘largest volleyball event in the world’ — an annual tournament that featured 2,800 teams 
last summer and drew roughly 110,000 visitors to Orlando, Florida over parts of 12 days.” It is the kind of 
“sporting event that seems almost impossible to safely stage this year in the face of the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic.” However, “the AAU - arnid questions from experts, coaches and parents —~ is going ahead.” In late 
April, “the organization announced that it will still hold its volleyball nationals at the Orange County Convention 
Cenier beginning on June 16, while ouilining the safeguards it will implement in an effort to protect its members.” 


Apple, Google Will Not Allow Governments To Track Locations Of Contact Tracing 
Technology Users. 


NPR (5/13, Bond, 3.12M) reports Appie and Google “teamed up to develop srnartphone technology to help curb 
the spread of the coronavirus.” The two companies “are setting aside their normal rivalry to develop technology 
that will work across 3 billion iPhones and Androids around the world.” However, “the tech giants say 
governments that use their technology cannot track users’ locations. In their view, jetting GPS report your every 
movement to the government is too big an invasion of privacy.” The piece says “other people working on digital 
contact tracing share their caution.” 


Some Hospitals Reportedly Using Proning To Improve Breathing In Some Patients With 
COVID-19. 


The New York Times (5/13, Belluck, 18.61M) reports a “surprisingly low-tech concept, called proning, can 
improve breathing in patients stricken by the respiratory distress that is the hallmark of the” coronavirus, 
physicians have discovered. Prior to “the coronavirus pandemic, proning had been used for some very ill patients 
on veniilators, but not nearly as frequently as it is being tried now.” As the coronavirus has produced “an 
avalanche of patients with malfunctioning lungs, hospitals have been ernploying the maneuver not only for 
intubated and sedated patients, but for non-intubated patients who are having serious breathing trouble.” 


Disruptions To Global Trade Reportedly Jeopardizing Food Supply. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Trofimov, Craymer, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that despite the 
plentiful harvests of the last couple years, global trade disruptions have jeopardized the food supply. Prices for 
staples have jumped in cities, due in part to panic buying, transport disruptions, and coronavirus lockdowns. 
Meanwhile, economies are decreasing the amount of money consumers can spend on food. 
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Advocacy Group Places Roses In Front Of US Capitol While Playing Video Of Trump 
Praising Action Against Coronavirus. 


USA Today (5/13, Miller, 10.31M) reports that “to memorialize the lives lost” during the pandemic “while also 
drawing attention to what critics have said is an inadequate response to the virus by the Trump administration, 
MoveOn, a progressive advocacy group, placed thousands of white roses in front of the U.S. Capitol on 
Wednesday, while playing video of President Donald Trump praising federal action on the virus.” The roses “aim 
to capture the feeling of empathy many have given each other during the pandemic as well as the deaths.” 


USCIS Waives Certain Restrictions For Foreign Physicians Assigned To Rural Areas Amid 
Pandemic. 


CQ Roll Call (5/13, BDechalus, 154K) reports “U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services [USCIS] has waived 
certain visa restrictions so that foreign doctors assigned to rural communities may practice telehealth services 
outside their approved locations during the coronavirus pandemic.” The waivers “apply to foreign doctors in the 
Conrad 30 program, which allows foreign medical physicians to practice in specific rural, underserved 
communities in the United States using non-immigrant H-1B visas.” Under the new rules, “these doctors now 
may expand their practice through telemedicine health services outside of their immediate community to areas 
within their assigned state.” 


Administration Warns China Is Seeking To Hack COVID-19 Research. 


USA Today (3/13, Johnson, 10.31M) reports that the Administration “warned Wednesday that the Chinese 
government is seeking to hijack U.S. research aimed at the COVID-19 pandemic and urged organizations to 
tighten cyber-security defenses.” A public caution from the Justice Depariment “indicated that the FBI had 
opened an investigation into suspected targeting by hackers linked to the PRC.” The DOJ bulletin said, “These 
actors have been observed attempting to identify and illicitly obtain valuable intellectual property... and public 
health data related to vaccines, treatments, and testing fromm networks and personnel affiliated with COVID-19- 
related research. ... The potential theft of this information jeopardizes the delivery of secure, effective, and 
efficient treatment options.” 

The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Lubold, Volz, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports that according U.S. 
officials, Chinese and lranian hackers have launched cyberattacks against US. firms and institutions working on 
a vaccine, These officials said that some officials have suggested the cyberatiacks could be seen by the Trurnp 
Administration as a direct attack on U.S. public health and akin to an act of war. 

CQ Roll Call (5/13, Ratnam, 154K) reports that the FB] and DHS’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency 
said Wednesday that “they were probing attempts by Chinese government-aided hackers and others to target 
ULS. organizations conducting research on vaccines, treatments, and testing related to the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
The FBi and CISA “warned that all U.S. institulions engaged in the work on COVID-19 should assume they're 
being targeted by foreign hackers looking to take valuable information.” 

The AP (5/13, Fox} says neither agency “released names of any specific institutions that had been targeted. 
The Depariment of Justice said institutions that have received media attention for their efforis related to COVID- 
19...should assume thai they would be targeted and should take precautions.” 
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The CBS Evening News = (5/13, story 8, 1:50, Brennan, 5.3M) reported that “in a statement, Chinese 
officials said the accusations were without evidence.” 

Richard Engel reported on NBC Nightly News & (5/13, story 7, 1:45, Holt, 7.08M), “The UK, where Oxford 
researchers say they hope to have a vaccine ready by September, is also seeing allermpted hacks. | had a rare 


interview with the head of the cybersecurity division of GCHO, the British equivalent of the NSA.” National Cyber 
Security Centre CEO Ciaran Martin said, “They are attacking different targets. So the nation’s states are moving 
away from perhaps things like energy companies towards strategic healthcare targets, towards researchers and 
to COVID vaccines.” Martin added, “The UK and the U.S. share a cormmon picture, a common assessment of the 
threat.” 

Among additional news outlets also reporting are Reuters (5/13, Satter), The Hill (5/13, Miller, 2.98M)}, 
Newsweek (5/13, Villarreal, 1.53M), Politico (5/13, Starks, 4.29M), and ULS. News & World Report (5/13, 
Shinkman, 2.4M). 


Cuba Says It’s Successfully Treated Coronavirus At Home, In China With Interferon 
Therapy. 


Reuters (5/13, Marsh) reports Cuba is hoping previous investments into biotech, including work on producing 
interferon, will give it an advantage in the “global race to find effective treatments for the new coronavirus.” For its 
part, Cuba “says it has been successful in treating the novel coronavirus at home and in China, and that 80 
countries have already expressed an interest in buying iis interferon alpha 2b.” Cuba’s “government is hoping 
that its interferon and other treatments it is developing will provide a lift to its struggling economy.” 


World Health Assembly Negotiators Agree On Draft Resolution To Boost Access To COVID- 
19 Drugs. 


STAT (5/13, Silverman, 24K) reports “World Health Assembly negotiators have agreed on a draft resolution that 
ensures countries can navigate patent rights for COVID-19 medical products, a victory for those supporting wider 
access to drugs, diagnostics, and vaccines.” 


Sanofi CEO: US Likely To Get Vaccine Before Other Countries. 


Politico (5/13, Deutsch, 4.29M) reporis that in an interview with Bloomberg (5/13, Paton, Griffin, Koons, 4.73M), 
Sanofi CEO Paul Hudson indicated that the US “might get first access to Sanofi’s coronavirus vaccine because 
the country coughed up more money than Europe.” Hudson ts quoted as saying, “The U.S. government has the 
right to the largest pre-order because it’s invested in taking the risk.” According to Politico, “The U.S’s 
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority has put $30 million toward one of Sanofi’s two 
vaccine candidates, which is also using technology from GlaxoSmithKline.” 

Also reporting are Reuters (5/13, Erman), The Hill (5/13, Moreno, 2.98M), and FiercePharma (5/13, 
Sagonowsky}. 


Takeda To Start Clinical Trials Of Plasma-Derived COVID-19 Therapy In July. 


Bloomberg (5/13, 4.73M) reporis Takeda Pharmaceutical “plans in July to start clinical trials of a plasma-derived 
therapy for COVID-19, which uses blood plasma coniaining antibodies from recovered coronavirus patients.” 
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Takeda “Is also forecasting a profit topping estimates.” The company’s CEO Christophe Weber joined 
“Bloomberg Daybreak: Americas” to discuss the latest developments. 
Also reporting are CNBC (5/13, 3.62M}, Reuters (5/13, O'Donnell}, and FiercePharma (5/13, Liu). 


Professors: COVID-19 Abortion Bans Could Lasting Impacts. 


Rachel Rebouché, associate dean at Temple University School of Law, and Mary Ziegler, a law professor at 
Fiorida State University College of Law, write at Newsweek (5/13, 1.53M) that “a month into the COVID-19 
pandemic, 11 states began to effectively ban abortions by categorizing them as ‘nonessential? medical 
procedures.” They say “the fate of these bans — and the future of abortion rights - may depend on a Supreme 
Court decision from over 100 years ago, Jacobson v. Massachusetts, which upheld a mandatory vaccination law 
during a smallpox outbreak.” They conclude that “we will soon learn more about what the justices think about 
Roe when a recent case heard by the Supreme Court, June Medical Services v. Russo, comes down this 
summer. But the fate of the COVID-19 bans may show us that abortion is already a second-class right — or no 
right at all.” 


Opinion: Parents Should Focus On Mental Health Of Children With “Special Needs” During 
Pandemic — Not Academic Prowess. 


Mark Bertin, a developmental pediatrician, writes in the New York Times (5/13, 18.61M) that parents of children 
with “special needs” have a “magnified” burden during the pandemic because of the complications around 
managing academics. Berlin recommends parents in this time focus “on positive relationships, physical and 
emotional safety, and routines around exercise, sleep and general health” for children to be resilient during the 
pandemic. He adds that parents should also consider how to better prepare their children for the upcoming fall 
semester, as many academic routines have been upset or even abruptly cancelled due to the pandemic. 


Missouri Seeks State Opioid Response Funding Stream To Address Stimulant Use 
Disorder. 


The St. Louis Post-Dispatch (5/13, Bogan, 685K) reports the next round of State Opioid Response funding “has 
been expanded to address addiction to stimulants like methamphetamine and cocaine.” Missouri specifically is 
seeking this funding stream. Missouri Department of Mental Health Director Mark Stringer “said Tuesday that he 
looked forward to having more flexibility.” In a prepared statement, Stringer said, “l was pleased to see that 
services related to stimulant misuse and use disorders were allowable expenses.” Missouri “musi use 
medications that are approved” by the FDA, and this expansion will allow the state to similarly expand its policy 
around drug treatrnents for opioid addiction. 


Health Experts Speak At House Oversight Panel On Coronavirus Response. 


The Washington Post (5/13, DeBonis, Kane, 14.2M) reports House Democrats’ “efforts to be watchdogs for the 
federal government's coronavirus response limped into motion Wednesday with the first meeting of a special 
committee created to examine the pandemic.” However, the open briefing “largely served to highlight the 
frustrations and limitations that lawmakers, especially Democrais, have encountered this spring as Congress has 
struggled to stake out iis role in addressing the pandemic.” The proceeding “did not feature any current 
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administration officials” as the President “has balked at cooperating, calling the House a ‘bunch of Trump 
haters.” 

USA Today (5/13, King, 10.31M) reports a panel of health experts on Wednesday told the panel “thai the 
progress being made on ramping up testing remains far short considering thal states are beginning to loosen 
social distancing restrictions enacted over the past iwo months.” The experts specifically “urged more 
transparency at the federal level and better coordination on the strategic deployment of existing tests to gauge a 
community's vulnerability.” 

The Hill (5/13, Hellmann, 2.98M)} reports the experis also told the Congressional panel that states “need 
more help from the federal government on coronavirus testing in order to safely reopen the economy.” 
Additionally, they “cautioned that reopening the country prematurely could lead to needless deaths from” COVID- 
19, 

Also reporting are CQ Roll Call (5/13, Raman, 154K} and Politico (5/13, Cheney, 4.29M). 


Researchers Working To Create Face Mask That Can Detect Coronavirus. 


The Hill (5/13, Klar, 2.98M) reports researchers from Harvard and MIT “are working to create a face mask that 
could detect if the person wearing it has the coronavirus.” The researchers “are adjusting the sensors they 
started developing in 2074 to detect the Ebola virus to address the coronavirus pandemic, MIT researcher Jim 
Collins told Business Insider.” They “published their research on the mask in 2016, after they tailored the 
technology to address the Zika virus.” The mask “produces a fluorescent signal when a person with the 
coronavirus breaths, coughs or sneezes, according to Business Insider.” The virus-identifying technology “has 
proven to work on other [viruses], including SARS, measles, influenza, hepatitis C and West Nile.” 


Analysis: New Jersey Students With Disabilities Face Challenges During School Shutdown. 


Disability Scoop (5/14, 1K} reports on how New Jersey students with disabilities are functioning during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Further, experts, teachers and caregivers “contend students in special education stand to 
lose the most as remote learning continues.” New Jersey's Board of Education in April “voted to allow virtual 
services and tele-health appointments for students with disabilities under the state of emergency after advocates 
petitioned Gov. Phil Murphy’s (D) office.” Advocates “also asked the state to recognize that not all services, like 
physical therapy, can be given electronically or safely.” However, some worry “that the closing of schools for the 
remainder of the academic year will take a significant toll on students with special needs, especially those with 
lesser means.” 


At-Home Saliva Coronavirus Test Companies Banking On Demand, Easing Of Federal Rules 
To Prepare For “Major Production Blitz.” 


ABC News (5/13, Mosk, Bruggeman, 2.97M)} reporis that “a handful of U.S. health care companies are banking 
on massive demand for coronavirus tesis and an easing of federal rules as they prepare for a major production 
blitz that could bring al-home saliva test kits to millions of Americans in the coming months.” The US FDA “has 
now cleared the way for a Rutgers University lab and its partners to begin distributing at-home saliva tests to 
patienis by way of mail, not unlike commonly used genealogy DNA tests.” Some other “manufacturers and 
distributors are also waiting for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to formally recommend testing for 
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people without symptoms,” as “under current federal recommendations, physicians are supposed to prioritize 
tests for patienis showing signs of a coronavirus infection.” 


Open-Platform COVID-19 Antibody Test Being Developed. 


FierceBiotech (5/13, Hale) reports “Thermo Fisher Scientific is developing its own COVID-19 antibody test 
through an ongoing, three-way collaboration with WuXi Diagnostics and the Mayo Clinic, and plans to seek 
international authorizations for the test over the next few weeks.” Afier “clinical evaluation at the Mayo Clinic and 
its regulatory green light, the ELISA test will be available to detect both IgM and IgG antibodies to the novel 
coronavirus, and is designed to run on an open instrument platform.” In mid-March, “Thermo Fisher received an 
FDA emergency authorization for its PCR-based test kit” 


Gottlieb: Key To COVID-19 Testing Is Matching Right Solution To Right Medical Need. 
in a piece for TIME (5/13, 18.47M), former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb writes, “Everyone wanis to 


know when we'll be safe from COVID-719. The answer is we're probably in for a long fight.” According to Dr. 
Gottlieb, “Reliable tests for the presence of antibodies (which tell who has had the disease) will be very 
important. Bul we also need tests that reveal who is carrying the virus to find the illness in our communities and 
get people access to care before individual cases turn into outbreaks and outbreaks into a new epidemic.” 
Gottlieb says, “New technologies are becoming available that will expand testing so that it will be accessible 
whether you're a large employer, a patient in a community setting or a college student returning to campus. ... 
The key will be matching the right testing solution to the right medical need.” 


North Carolina Faces Tension Regarding Easing Of COVID-19 Restrictions. 


The Raleigh (NC) News & Observer (5/13, 425K) reports that in North Carolina, “a coronavirus-fueled tension 
took several new shapes Wednesday between people who want the state to immediately reduce restrictions on 
businesses, churches and other gatherings and the state officials who say they want to ease the state open with 
a focus on safety.” In a letter to constituents, a county sheriff said “that he would not enforce North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper's restrictions on church services. A senior state lawmaker called on Cooper to allow barbershops 
and hair salons io reopen.” Secretary of the Depariment of Health and Human Services Dr. Mandy Cohen “said 
the state would continue to be guided by facts and data and would, if necessary, ‘walk back’ the Phase One 
reopening effort begun last Friday.” 


Questions Raised By False Negatives In Some COVID-19 Tests. 


Bloomberg Law (5/13, Cortez, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports, “New research is raising more questions 
about tests used around the U.S. to diagnose Covid-19 patients, with some of the tests producing a surprisingly 
high rate of false negatives that incorrecily show a person isn’t infected.” For instance, “one study released 
Wednesday examining an Abbott Laboratories test that’s used at the White House to get rapid diagnoses 
indicated it may miss as many as half of positive cases,” while “a second peer-reviewed study released hours 
later suggested that results for another type of widely used diagnostic test are particularly unreliable early on in 
an infection.” President “Trump touted the Abbott machine with great fanfare in the White House Rose Garden 
after the Food and Drug Administration approved it for emergency use.” According to Bloomberg Law, “The 
White House declined to comment on the study, referring questions to the Food and Drug Administration.” 
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Forbes (5/13, Perez, 9.7 1M) also reporis on the missed diagnoses of the Abboit rapid COVID-19 tests. 


Some Economists Predict Sharper Economic Decline Than Expected, Along With Slower 
Recovery. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Torry, DeBarros, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis that the economic 
fallout from the coronavirus outbreak is likely to be larger than earlier anticipated, with most economisis now 
predicting a severe drop and a more gradual recovery. A WSJ survey found economisis expect GDP to contract 
by 6.6 percent this year. 


CDC Guidance Shelved By Trump Administration Was More Restrictive Than White House. 


The AP (5/13, Dearen, Stobbe) reports that advice “from the top U.S. disease control experts on how to safely 
reopen businesses and institutions during the coronavirus pandemic was more deiailed and restrictive than the 
plan released by the White House last month.” The guidance, “which was shelved by Trump administration 
officials, also offered recommendations to help communities decide when to shut facilities down again during 
future flareups of COVID-19.” The Associated Press “obtained a $3-page document that is more detailed than 
other, previously reported segments of the shelved guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.” 

CNN (5/13, Holmes, Valencia, 83.16M)} and The Hill (5/43, Coleman, 2.98M) also report. 


GOP Senator Blocks Schumer’s Attempt To Force Release Of CDC Guidance On 
Reopening. 
The Hill (6/13, Carney, 2.98M)} reports Sen. Mike Braun (R-IN) on Wednesday “blocked a resolution calling for 
the release of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) guidance on reopening businesses.” 
Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-NY) “tried to pass the resolution amid reporis that Trump 
administration officials had sidelined the document.” The CDC guidance, “according to the AP, calls for national 
coordination that would give communities a step-by-step guide for how to reopen shuttered sectors and lift social 
distancing restrictions.” 

ABC News (5/13, Cathey, 2.97M) and CBS News (5/13, Nolen, Watson, 3.68M) also report. 


Report Claims Trump, Birx Are Pushing CDC To Revise How It Tallies COVID-19 Death Toll. 


The Daily Cailer (5/13, Datoc, 716K) reports, “A new report claims that President Donald Trump and task force 
response coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx are pushing the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to 
revise how it tallies the nation’s overall coronavirus death count.” Trump “has called on the CDC to rework how 
states report their individual coronavirus deaths to the federal government, and Birx specifically asked the CDC 
to exclude deaths of individuals who have not tested positive for coronavirus and deaths in confirmed cases not 
immediately attributable to the disease, according to the Daily Beast.” 

The Hill (5/13, Guzman, 2.98M) also reports. 


Poll: Nearly 70% Of Americans Believe President, Vice President Should Wear Masks. 


USA Today (5/13, Groppe, 10.31M) reports, “Most Americans say President Donald Trump should wear a mask 
in public, a protective measure he has yet to take since the coronavirus pandemic erupted.” About “seven in 10 


GADB0000003787 


registered voters — including 58% of Republicans — surveyed in a Morning Consult/Politico poll this month said 
Trump and Vice President Mike Pence should cover their faces in public places when they travel.” 


Trump Resorting To Diversion As Pandemic-Related Deaths Threaten Reelection. 


Bloomberg (5/13, Sink, 4.73M) reports, “As the coronavirus inflicts ever more death and economic carnage 
across the U.S., President Donald Trump is resorting to his preferred and batile-tested tactic to fight the biggest 
threat to his re-election: diversion.” The shift “was clear on Mother’s Day, when he flooded Twitter with 126 pasis, 
including promoting a tweet that called his own Justice Depariment ‘corrupt.”” A day later, he “accused 
Democrats of trying to ‘steal’ a liille-watched congressional race in California.” 


Health Experts Tell House Panel Vastly Increased Testing Needed To Safely Reopen 
Economy. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Burton, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports prominent public health experis 
toid a House subcommittee on Wednesday that the US needs to greaily increase — perhaps even triple ~ its 
coronavirus testing if the country expects to safely reopen the economy. Former FDA Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb said the fight against the coronavirus will hinge on testing. 


Healthcare Industry Continues To Use Faxes And Email, Slowing COVID-19 Response. 


The AP (5/13, Bajak) reports, “While health-care industry record-keeping is now mostly electronic, cash-strapped 
state and local health departments still rely heavily on faxes, email and spreadsheets to gather infectious disease 
data and share it with federal authorities.” This “is harmstringing the nation’s coronavirus response by, among 
other things, slowing the tracing of people potentially exposed to the virus.” In response, the Trump 
Administration “set up a parallel reporting system run by the Silicon Valley data-wrangling firm Palantir.” 


Opinion: GOP Lawmakers Are Hobbling Congress So Trump Can Continue To Abuse 
Power. 


In an opinion piece for USA Today (5/13, 10.31M), American Enterprise Institute resident scholar Norman 
Ornstein writes of the debate over how to convene the chambers of Congress during the pandemic, “Democratic 
leaders in both houses wani io find a way to ensure Congress can do its job, Republican leaders do not.” 
Ornstein argues, “lf the House can’t operate remotely, Trump will have a freer hand to act by fiat. If it can, House 
members could have a real debate on the challenges we face and respond to urgent needs in a meaningful way. 
And not least, it could conduct robust oversight of failures in testing, vaccine development, supplies of protective 
gear and medical devices, and the administration of trillions in relief — and in some fashion check a president 
who believes his powers under Article Il of the Constitution are absolute. But this will not serve Trump’s 
purposes. His See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak No Evil allies in Congress agree.” 


Republican Lawmakers Demand New House Virus Panel Probe WHO, China. 


Bloomberg Law (5/13, House, Subscription Publication, 4} reports that Republicans “want a new congressional 
panel created to monitor coronavirus dollars to also investigate ‘the aclions and inactions’ of the World Health 
Organization, China and the U.S. House of Representatives itself in the early stages of the outbreak.” The 
demands “are included in a list of rules the GOP wants the Democratic-led committee to adapt as safeguards 
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against ‘partisan political ends,’ in a letter delivered just hours before the panel is holds its first hearing 
Wednesday on how to safely reopen the U.S. economy.” There “was no immediate response from Democratic 
spokesmen for the new committee.” 


Opinion: Mixed Government Messages On Wearing Masks Have Bred Distrust Among 
Americans. 


In an opinion piece for The Hill (5/13, 2.98M), Townhall.com Editor Katie Pavlich writes that, in contrast to advice 
provided by government officials early in the COVID-19 pandemic, “Local governments around the country have 
taken the federal governments new advice that masks are in fact a helpful protective item. Some are going 
further by mandating masks be worn outside under threat of fining and punishment for failing to do so.” Pavlich 
argues, “Government advice on this issue has been mixed, illogical and confusing. Yet, local officials are 
punishing citizens for taking initial advice provided by officials that masks don’t work and shouldn’t be used. 
Mixed messages, obviously inaccuraie information and lectures aboui the effectiveness of masks has only sown 
distrust with the American people.” 


Opinion: Trump Is Attempting To Polarize Opinion On Pandemic To Boost Election 
Chances. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (5/13, Waldman, 14.2M), Paul Waldman writes, “There may be loud 
and angry protesters waving their guns around at state capitols, but most Americans are on board with stay-at- 
home orders and social distancing until the coronavirus pandemic is under control. That broad agreement, 
however, is a threat to President Trump.” Waldman argues, “If the pandemic is the primary campaign issue, 
Trump needs opinion on the pandemic to be as polarized as possible. So he’ll continue to portray the pandemic 
not as a collective effort but as a conflict between him and the other team. Polarization got him this far, and he 
won't be trying anything different.” 


Trump To Name Former Pharma Executive, US General To Lead Coronavirus Vaccine Effort. 


The New York Times (5/13, Shear, 18.61M) reports President Trump “has picked a former executive of a major 
pharmaceutical company to lead Operation Warp Speed, the government's effort to speed up development of a 
vaccine for the coronavirus, a senior administration official said Wednesday.” Moncef Slaouil, “a former chairman 
of vaccines at GlaxoSmithKline...will serve as the chief adviser on the vaccine effort, and Gen. Gustave F. Perna, 
a four-star general who is in charge of the Army's readiness as head of the Army Matériel Command, will be the 
chief operating officer.” 

Reuters (5/13, Holland, Anmann) reports the White House “has set a target of having 300 million vaccine 
doses by the end of 2020.” 

Among other media outlets providing coverage are: CNN (5/13, Liptak, Acosta, Collins, 83.16M), the AP 
(5/13, Miller), CQ Roll Call (5/13, Clason, 154K), USA Today (5/13, Weise, 10.31M), Politico (5/13, Diamond, 
4.29M), The Hill (5/13, Samuels, 2.98M)}, and the Daily Caller (5/13, Hagstrom, 776K). 


Emails Reveal Trump CPSC Nominee Was Involved In Shelving CDC Coronavirus Guidance. 


The AP (5/13, Dearen, Biesecker) reporis that a former chemical indusiry executive “nominated to be the 
nation’s top consumer safety watchdog was involved in sidelining detailed guidelines to help communities reopen 
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during the coronavirus pandemic, internal goverment emails show.” Now the ranking Democrat on the Senate 
Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee “is questioning the role played by nominee Nancy Beck in 
the decision to shelve the guidelines.” Beck, who President Trump nominated to be chairwoman and 
commissioner of the US Consumer Product Safety Commission, “is not a medical doctor and has no background 
in virology.” 


GOP Attorneys General From 14 States Urge Trump To Hold China Accountable For Virus 
Damages. 


The AP (5/13, Farrington) reports that Republican attorneys general in 14 states “asked President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday to form a state-federal partnership to hold China accountable for damages caused by the spread 
of the new coronavirus.” The letter fo the president “says ‘the Chinese communist government may have failed 
to provide information or provided misinformation about the virus that led to its spread.” 


Opinion: Coronavirus Is Testing Democracy Itself. 


In an opinion piece for the New York Daily News (5/13, 2.52M), Dartmouth College professors Russell Muirhead 
and Nancy Rosenblum write, “Coronavirus does not merely test the immune system. It is testing democracy 
itself. The political pathology distorting responses to this emergency may prevent us from doing what American 
democracy does best: muddle through, using facts, expertise, experimentation and correction until we find 
something that works.” 


Column: Gulf Between Trump’s Public Assertions, Aides’ Sworn Testimony Keeps 
Appearing. 

In a column for Newsday (NY) (5/12, 932K), Dan Janison writes, “In another administration, this hearing might 
not have had an aura of controversy. But when leading officials testified Tuesday on Capitol Hil about the 
coronavirus pandemic, their words countered President Donald Trump's messages from the Oval Office.” 
Janison argues, “The gulf between Trump's public assertions on one hand and sworn testimony from his aides 
on the other keeps reappearing.” 


Trump To Tour Mask Supplier Factory In Key Battleground State. 


Newsweek (5/13, Crisp, 1.53M) reporis President Trump “is heading to another battleground state this week as 
he aims to trumpet his handling of the coronavirus outbreak and push to reopen the economy six months out 
from Election Day.” Trump “will tour the Allentown, Pennsylvania, distribution center of Owens & Minor Inc. - a 
Virginia~-based company that has supplied millions of NO5 masks, surgical gowns and gloves to health care 
providers across the country as they treated COVID-19 patienis.” Trump “toured an Arizona mask-making factory 
last week.” 


Generous Coronavirus Aid From US Comes With Catch. 


NPR (5/13, Gharib, 3.12M) reporis, “When it comes to fighting COVID-19 abroad, the U.S. has been the most 
generous nation in the world, committing $900 million to global health, humanitarian and economic programs in 
120 countries, according to the State Deparimeni.” However, aid recipients “can’t use U.S. funds to buy personal 
protective equipment for health workers - masks and gloves, for example — without prior approval from the U.S. 
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Agency for international Development.” The resiriction, “first reported by The New Humanitarian on April 29, has 
drawn criticism from global aid groups that rely on U.S. funds to do life-saving work in the developing world and 
in countries struggling with the pandemic.” 


CDC: California Health Officials Struggled To Track Quarantined Residents Due To Faulty 
Customs Info. 


The Washington Examiner (3/13, Giaritelli, 448K) reports that California health officials “struggled to track 
quarantined U.S. residents returning fram China at the start of the coronavirus pandemic due to inaccurate and 
incomplete passenger information provided by customs officials at U.S. airports, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.” From Feb. 3 through March 17, the Trump Administration “ordered that all U.S. 
citizens and lawful permanent residents who had visited China within 14 days and were returning home had to fly 
through one of 11 U.S. airports, including two in California.” Customs and Border Protection officers “inspecting 
returning travelers collected contact, health, and demographic information and then forwarded it to the CDC.” 


Opinion: Trump Administration Has Shifted To Harm-Reduction Strategy On COVID-19 
Pandemic. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M}, contributing columnist Leana S. Wen writes that the 
US has shifted from containing the COVID-19 pandemic to a different strategy. Wen writes, “The administration 
has yet to use these words, but it appears that we’re adopting a strategy that | recognize from other aspecis of 
public health: harm reduction.” Wen argues, “! wish the United States had taken a different path. We could have 
contained the virus earlier, and we still had a chance fo do if until we reopened against the guidance of public 
health experts — including the Trump administration’s own top doctors. But now that we are where we are, we 
should at least be honest and cali our new strategy what it is. It's our best hope left for saving lives.” 


Opinion: President Trump Has An Asia Problem. 


In an op-ed for the Los Angeles Times (5/13, 4.64M), author Marie Myung-Ok Lee writes, “President Trump has 
an Asia problem. As much as he would like to hold the United States out as the example of how to effectively 
handle the coronavirus, places such as South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan keep showing him up.” 
She writes, “South Korea ramped up testing at the beginning of the outbreak, which enabled it to get ahead of 
the virus’ spread with contact tracing and targeted sacial distancing.” Lee argues, “The fact that the U.S. has 
finally ramped up its testing capacity is progress, | suppose. But if in the beginning the president had studied the 
Asian model instead of charting his own ham-handed course, where might we be now?” 


Opinion: McConnell Goes After Wrong President. 


In an opinion piece for the Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M}, Deputy Editorial Page Editor Ruth Marcus writes, 
“Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.} has bestirred himself, finally, to speak out against a president 
whose behavior has gone too far. Unfortunately, he went after the wrong president.” Marcus writes, “For years, 
McConnell has rigorously suppressed his evident distaste for Donald Trump in the service of the twin imperatives 
of what passes for his moral universe: relaining power and confirming judges.” Marcus argues, “Now comes 
Barack Obama, with private comments critical of his successor, and McConnell is suddenly worked up about 
presidential decorum.” 


GADB0000003787 


South Dakota 3M Plant To Expand For Mask Production. 


The AP (5/13) reports, “Abderdeen’s 3M plant is expanding and adding more employees as it rarnps up 
production of N95 masks for the coronavirus pandemic.” Recently, 3M was “awarded two U.S. Department of 
Defense contracts to make more N35 masks,” which “means 3M will add 120,000 square feet (11,148 square 
meters) to the Aberdeen facility.” The “plant manager Andy Rehder tells Aberdeen America News 100 additional 
workers will be needed for the expanded production with hiring taking place over the next two or three months.” 


Dispute Between Tesla And San Francisco Bay Area Authorities Appears To Be Over. 


The AP (5/13) reports, “It appears the dispute between Tesla and San Francisco Bay Area authorities over the 
reopening of a factory in the face of shutdown orders is coming to an end.” Alameda County’s “Public Health 
Department announced on Twitter early Wednesday that the Fremont, Cairfornia, plant will be able to go beyond 
basic operations this week and start making vehicles this coming Monday — as long as it delivers on the worker 
safety precautions that it agreed to.” However, “it wasn’t clear from a press release whether Tesla would face 
any punishment for reopening Monday in defiance of county orders. Messages were left early Wednesday 
seeking comment from health officials and Tesla.” 


Michigan GOP Lawmakers Voice Concern About Nursing Home Order. 


The AP (5/13) reports Republican lawmakers in Michigan “on Wednesday voiced concern about the safety of 
nursing home residents in facilities that also have people recovering from the coronavirus, questioning policies 
adopted by Democratic Gov. Greichen Whitmer.” The issue “is a month-old executive order that lays out rules for 
the admission or readmission of peopie who have tested positive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the 
virus.” According to the AP, “the priority is placing COVID-19 residents in special regional ‘hub’ nursing homes 
that can provide higher levels of care and contain exposure,” said Robert Gordon, director of the Deparimeni of 
Health and Human Services. 


Washington Governor Reveals Contact Tracing Plan. 


The Hill (5/73, Weixel, 2.98M) reports, “Washington Gov. Jay Inslee (D}) announced Tuesday that the state plans 
to hire and train more than 1,300 contact tracers by the end of this week in an effort to limit the spread of the 
coronavirus.” The Governor “said the 1,371 contact tracers will allow more businesses to open and more people 
to be active in public while helping to slow and prevent the spread of COVID-19." He also exiended the stay-at- 
home order that “is currently set to expire at the end of May.” According to the Governor, the tracing “information 
about who came into contact with someone with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be confidential’ and 
“contacts will not be told the name of the person who may have exposed them to COVID-719.” 


Washington Governor Plans To Have Restaurants Track Customer Names, Contact 
Information. 


The Washington Times (5/13, Chasmar, 492K) reporis, “Washington Gov. Jay Inslee is ordering restaurants to 
keep a daily log of their dine-in customers if they want to reopen their doors during the coronavirus pandemic.” 
Several “Washington counties were approved to move on to Phase 2 under Mr. Inslee’s four-phase plan to 
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reopen the state, which will allow restaurants to reopen for dine-in services at 50% capacity, The Seattle Times 
reported.” Under the order, “restaurants that want to resume dine-in services must keep track of their customers.” 


Opinion: US States And Federal Government Need To Work Together To Reopen The 
Country. 


In an opinion piece in USA Today (3/13, 10.31M), Chris Gregoire and John Kasich, former Democratic governor 
of Washington and former Republican governor of Ohio, suggest that states and the federal government musi 
work with the private sector to develop innovative solutions to support the efforis of safely reopening the US. 
They add that “all Americans need to continue to adhere to the basics — handwashing, respiratory etiquette, 
physical distancing and wearing cloth-based masks in public, especially when physical distancing is not 
possibile.” The piece ends with, “Let’s continue to lead, innovate and communicate to protect America’s health 
and get our country going again.” 


WPost Profiles Community Hospital And Its Struggles During The COVID-19 Pandemic. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Goldstein, 14.2M) reports on one 115-bed community hospital’s attempt to battle the 
coronavirus. According to the Post, “This springtime at [the hospital] is a metaphor for the wounds the pandemic 
is leaving on the places that Americans sickest with [COVID-19] turn to in hope of being healed.” Throughout “the 
industry, as the coronavirus has caused elevated expenses and suppressed revenue, a new report estimates 
U.S. hospitals will have lost a total of $50.7 billion a month from March through June.” 


Medical Providers In Michigan Sue Governor Over Lockdown Orders. 


Bloomberg Law (5/13, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports, “Medical providers in Michigan want the state to 
reopen, telling a federal court that Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) overstepped her bounds by extending emergency 
Covid-19 orders that prohibit all nonessential medical treatmenis.” Three main “health-care practices and a 
patient sued Whitmer, Attorney General Dana Nessel (D) and state Health and Human Services Director Robert 
Gordon in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Michigan Tuesday.” The group wants “the court to 
declare the orders unconstitutional and require the state to allow thern to reopen.” 


New Jersey Aims To Increase Nursing Home COVID-19 Testing, But 8,000 Residents With 
Disabilities Are Still Waiting. 


NJ News (5/13, Livio, 1.72M)} reports, “People who live in group settings, such as nursing home residenis, are at 
the front of the line as” New Jersey “expands the availability of coronavirus testing, Murphy Administration 
officiais say.” However, “so far, the 8,000 people with developmenial disabilities living in group homes are not on 
the list.” With that said, the Governor and the Health Commissioner, Phil Murphy and Judy Persichilll, 
“announced Tuesday the state will require the testing of every nursing home resident and employee by the end 
of May, and double the number of coronavirus tests by the end of June to 25,000.” 


Fifty-Five Percent Of Republicans Say Concerns For Economy Outweigh Public Health, Poll 
Says. 


The Washington Times (5/13, Sherfinski, 492K) reports, “For the first time since late March, most Republicans 
said theyre more concerned about COVID-19’s impact on the economy versus public health, according to polling 


GADB0000003787 


released Wednesday.” According io the Morning Consult/Politico poil, “fifty-five percent of GOP voters said they 
are more concerned about the virus’ impact on the economy, compared to 38% who said they were more 
concerned about its effect on public health.” This result is “essentially a full reversal from late March, when 55% 
of Republicans said they were more concerned about the public health impact, compared to 39% who said they 
were more concerned about the economic impact.” 

Politico (6/13, Shepard, 4.29M) also reports. 


Physicians See Progress In Approach To Coronavirus. 


The Washington Post (8/13, Cha, 14.2M) reports that physicians believe they see “glimmers of hope” in treating 
the coronavirus having “devised a toolbox, albeit a limited and imperfect one, of drugs and therapies many 
believe give today’s paiients a better shot ai survival than those who came only a few weeks before.” They are 
not treatments that “kil or stop the virus,” but are instead “experimental approaches’ including “blood plasma of 
covid-19 survivors”; “drugs to suppress the body’s own immune response”: anticoagulants; and antivirals. They 


have also found that over the course of several weeks, “critically ill patients may need many different treatments’ 
including “blood pressure medications for the heart, dialysis for their kidneys,” and “ventilators for breathing.” 


Some Hospital Workers Report They Have Not Been Notified Of Exposures To Co-Workers, 
Patients With COVID-19. 


Kaiser Health News (5/13, Gold, Hawryluk) reports that “from cafeteria staff io doctors and nurses, hospital 
workers around the country report frustrating failures by management to notify them when they have been 
exposed to co-workers or patients known to be infected with COVID-19.” There are “some medical centers” that 
“do carefully trace the close contacts of every infected patient and worker, alert them to the exposure and offer 
guidance on the next steps.” However, “others, by policy, do not personally follow up with health workers who 
unknowingly treated an infected patient or worked with a colleague who later tested positive for the virus.” 


New York Begins To Reopen As Local Officials Worry About State Funding. 


POLITICO New York (5/13, Gronewold) reports, “New York will unbolt the doors on some of its businesses on 
Friday. But for communities from Brookhaven to Buffalo, big hits are still coming.” The state “is preparing to 
reveal how it will cull more than $10 billion in spending, and local officials and budget hawks have theories — but 
no certainty ~ about how and where the ax will fall.” Many local officials “are living in limbo after” the governor's 
“broad warning that schools, hospitals and localities should be prepared to lose 20 percent of their funding.” 


Governor Inslee Implements Hiring Freeze, Asks State Agencies To Cut 15 Percent Of Their 
Budgets. 


The AP (5/13, La Corte} reports, “Facing a reduction in projected state revenues of billions due to the 
coronavirus crisis,” Washington “Gov Jay Insiee on Wednesday issued a directive freezing most hiring and 
signing of personal services contracis and purchasing of equipment, and the state’s budget office sent a letier to 
state agencies telling them to find ways to cut 15 percent from their current budgets.” The “directive takes effect 
on May 18, and has several exemptions, including for positions, contracts or purchasing related to public safety, 
revenue-generating activities, or those relaied to health and welfare activities of state government.” 
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Michigan Governor Says That Lockdown Protests Are “Racist And Misogynistic.” 


The Hill (5/43, Coleman, 2.98M) reporis, “Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) said Wednesday that the 
lockdown protests are ‘racist and misogynistic’ and called on those with a platform to discourage the 
demonsirators.” The Governor “loid ABC’s ‘The View’ that the protests are ‘really political’ as demonstrators have 
brought nooses, Confederate flags and Nazi symbolism.” Whitmer said, “This is not appropriate in a global 
pandemic.” She added, “But i's certainly not an exercise of democratic principles where we have free speech. 
This is calls to violence. This is racist and misogynistic.” 

The Detroit Free Press (5/13, Spangler, 1.52M) reports that “with protesters set to descend again on the 
state Capitol to protest a sweeping stay-at-home order... Whitmer cited estimates Wednesday saying there could 
nave been nearly 3,500 more coronavirus deaths in Michigan if not for her order.” Whitmer said, “This should be 
a time for unity, not division. ... We must all continue to do our part to save lives.” 

The New York Post (5/13, Fredericks, 4.57M) and the Detroit News (5/13, 825K) also report. 


Due To COVID-19 Concerns, Some Nursing Homes Are Avoiding Patients From Hospitals. 


U.S. News & World Report (5/13, Pulkkinen, 2.4M) says, “In Washington state, which was once America’s 
[COVID-19] epicenter, familiar complaints about the scarcity of equipment and tests are prompting a new 
concern: hospitals can’t discharge patients to nursing homes and long-term care facilities.” The “facilities in 
Washington ~ and much of the country ~ have been unable to secure the masks, gloves and gowns necessary to 
prevent the virus’s spread inside their walls.” Based on them “lacking the equipment needed to keep siaff and 
residents safe, the centers have been slow to take hospitalized patients ready to be discharged.” 


Texas National Guard Launches “Facilities Disinfection Teams” For Nursing Homes. 


The Austin (TX) American Statesman (5/13, Cobler, Subscription Publication, 343K} reports that “seeking to curb 
the spread of the coronavirus, Gov. Greg Abbott said Wednesday that the Texas National Guard will disinfect 
nursing homes across the state.” Abbott “announced the ‘Facilities Disinfection Teams, which will be formed in 
coordination with Texas Health and Human Services Commission.” There will be “six disinfection 
teams...deployed, according to a Wednesday news release from the governor's office.” 


North Carolina State Senator Asks Governor To Allow Counties To Reopen Barbershops, 
Hair Salons. 


The AP (3/13) reports, “One of Norih Carolina’s most powerful Republican elected officials has called on 
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper to give county governments the ability to reopen barbershops and hair salons 
now.” The official, North Carolina State Senate leader Phil Berger, “said on Wednesday that most Southeastern 
states have allowed these personal service businesses to reopen in some capacity.” Berger said in a news 
release that “they are mostly run by small business owners who have struggled to receive unemployment 
benefits and need work so they and their employees can earn a living.” 


Coronavirus Pandemic Ruins Several State Budgets, Which Could Lead To “Deep Cuts.” 


The AP (5/13, Mulvihill) reporis, “As the nation enters a third month of economic devasiation, the coronavirus is 
proving ruinous to state budgets, forcing many governments to consider deep cuts to schools, universities, health 
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care and other basic functions that would have been unthinkable just a few months ago.” Several “states expect 
their revenue to plunge by 15% io 20% because government-ordered lockdowns have wiped out much of the 
economy and caused tax collections to evaporate.” This “puts statehouses billions of dollars in the red for the 
fiscal year that usually begins in July, with no end to the crisis in sight.” 


Trump Begins Easing Restrictions That Prevent Some Foreign Physicians From Battling 
COVID-19. 


Vox (5/13, Narea, 2.27M) reports the Trump Administration has “agreed to clear the way for foreign doctors to 
make a larger contribution to America’s coronavirus response, waiving restrictions that prevented foreign doctors 
assigned to rural areas from administering medical care and providing telehealth services outside their approved 
locations.” According to Sen. Amy Klobuchar, Wednesday's “policy change will allow up to 1,500 foreign doctors 
to practice in crisis areas.” The Minnesota legislator, “along with a team of bipartisan lawmakers, had requested 
in April that the Trump adminisiration lift restrictions on where Conrad 30 doctors can practice in order to bolster 
hospital staffing in areas hard-hit by the coronavirus.” 


Kentucky Governor Advocates For Another Federal COVID-19 Relief Bill. 


The AP (5/13, Schreiner) reports, “Kentucky has enough in its unemployment insurance trust fund until summer 
to meet the unprecedented demand for benefits but will eventually need a cash infusion, Gov. Andy Beshear said 
Wednesday in urging another round of federal assistance to states.” Beshear “also stressed the importance of 
wearing masks as Kentuckians venture out more as the economy siaris reopening” in a Facebock Live interview 
with the Courier Journal. The Governor “emphasized health guidelines to combat the coronavirus outbreak as 
Kentucky surpassed 7,000 virus cases.” 


Opinion: Quarantine Measures Do Not Align With American Values. 


In a piece in Bloomberg Opinion (5/13}, columnist Tyler Cowen argues that while he understands the reasoning 
for the quarantine measures, he supports individuals that have fought for their individual right to speak out 
against the measures. Cowen suggests that these individuals are preserving American values by doing so. 
Cowen adds that while considerations for lives and the GDP are important, the most important element is for 
Americans to have a “strong and defensible notion of right and wrong.” 


Several Officials Discuss Their Long-Term COVID-19 Plans. 


The Wail Street Journal (5/13, Strumpf, Bisserbe, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis that governments 
across the world are looking for long-term solutions for the coronavirus. Most government budgets will need to be 
cut and income for both businesses and households will likely be depressed into the near-future. In the piece, 
several government officials discuss what they think this will look like. 


Florida Governor Says Professional Sports Teams Are “Welcome” In The State. 


Bloomberg (5/13, Levin, 4.73M) reports, “Florida Governor Ron DeSantis said the state would welcome ail 
professional sports for practice and games, including out-of-state teams facing stricter restrictions in their horne 
jurisdictions.” DeSantis told reporters Wednesday, “All professional sports are welcome here for practicing and 
playing.” The Governor “said an official announcement on sporis was coming soon.” 
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Governor Kemp Sees “Positive Signs” In Georgia’s Battle Against Coronavirus. 


The AP (5/13) reports that Governor Brian Kemp “said he continues to see positive signs in the siate’s battle 
against the coronavirus, even as the state’s death toll from the virus surpassed 1,500 and some health officials 
expressed concerns about the state’s aggressive plans to restart ihe economy.” Kemp “said Wednesday that 
Georgia has the lowest number of COVID-19 patients in hospitals - 1,094 — since April 8. Kemp said the number 
of patients on ventilators has also dropped to 873.” The Gavernor “eased a few restrictions this week on 
businesses and child care operations, but said he was keeping most current rules until at least the end of May.” 


Native American Tribe Chairman Says His Tribe’s Sovereignty Allows For COVID-19 
Checkpoints. 


The AP (5/13, Groves) reports, “The head of a Native American tribe said Wednesday it won't comply with South 
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem’s demand to remove coronavirus checkpoints it set up on federal and state highways 
that run through its reservation.” Chairman of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Harold Frazier, “told Noerm ina 
short letter that the tribe would consider her request to restrict checkpoints fo tribal roads,” however, “he made it 
clear to The Associated Press that he believes the tribe’s sovereignty allows it to operate checkpoints anywhere 
on the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation, which is in northern South Dakota.” The AP says that “amid concerns 
that Native Americans could be particularly vulnerable to the disease, tribes across the country have monitored 
their borders and mandated testing for all members.” 


Governor Newsom Releases Guidelines For Reopening Restaurants, Other Businesses. 


Newsweek (5/13, Morris, 1.53M) reports, “Gov. Gavin Newsom allowed certain businesses to reopen statewide 
from May 12, including retail spaces like bookstores, clothing and shoe stores, home and furnishing stores, and 
offices.” But, “dine-in restaurants and shopping centers cannot open statewide but can reopen in counties that 
have received state approval.” Newsom then issued guidelines yesterday “for the businesses that will be able to 
reopen soon” as part of Stage 2. The California government website says that “counties that have met certain 
criteria can ‘consider increasing the pace at which they advance through Stage 2 of California’s roadmap to 
modify the Stay-at-Home order.” 


Elon Musk Reportedly Restarted A Tesla Plant Early; Some Question County’s Enforcement 
Of Rules. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Lerman, 14.2M) reports, “Alameda County, where Tesla’s main manufacturing plant 
is located, cleared the electric-car company to start up again next week with safety precautions in place.” 
However, Tesla’s chief executive Elon Musk has already “ramped up production earlier this week, one of the 
most high-profile violations of a local health order amid the coronavirus crisis...raising questions about county 
enforcement.” The county “said late Tuesday that if had approved Tesla’s site-specific pian ito reopen its plant in 
Fremont, Calif., assuming the company follows sirict safety guidelines, including social distancing to prevent the 
spread of covid-19.” 


Nursing Homes Request Legal Protections Amid Pandemic. 
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The New York Post (5/13, Feuerherd, 4.57M) reports, “Nursing homes in the US are seeking legal protections 
amid the coronavirus oulbreak as deaths in the facilities skyrocket, a report said Wednesday.” Some “healthcare 
organizations are pleading for liability protections for the homes, which may shield them from costly civil sults, 
the Guardian reported Wednesday.” In addition, about “21 states have already granted legal protections for 
healthcare providers through laws and executive orders, but it's unclear if those extend fo the homes, according 
to the report.” 


Healthcare Workers Make House Calls To Administer COVID-19 Tests. 


The New York Daily News (5/13, Gartland, 2.52M) reports, “With many health clinics that serve the poor either 
closed or...greatly diminished,” some people “are now finding themselves on the front lines in a way that harkens 
back to when doctors called on their patients at home.” The piece discusses one person who “works for Ready 
Responders, a New Orleans-based for-profit company which is dispatching health care workers armed with tests, 
medical equipment and computer tablets to conduct tele-health visits in the neighborhoods hit hardest by 
coronavirus.” The person noted, “We're only testing one person in the household.” 


Coronavirus Diagnostic Tests Manufactured By Abbott Miss Nearly “Half Of All Positive 
Infections,” Study Indicates. 


The Hill (8/13, Weixel, 2.98M) reports, “A rapid coronavirus diagnostic test manufactured by Abbott may miss 
nearly half of all positive infections, according to a pre-published study from New York University.” The study “of 
Abbott’s ID NOW system, which has not been peer-reviewed, found the test to be ‘unacceptable’ in a clinical 
setting.” However, “Abbott said ifs not clear if the researchers used the samples correctly,” while “a 
spokesperson said the company’s own rate of false negatives that it has shared with the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is .02 percent.” 


Some Rural Areas In California Reopen As Major Cities, Like Los Angeles, Remain In 
Lockdown. 


Bloomberg (5/13, 4.73M) reports, “California is moving to open up the nation’s most populous state while its 
biggest cilies are still facing tight restrictions — part of an approach to reopening thal’s dividing urban and rural 
areas across the couniry.” The state’s governor, Gavin Newsom, said on Tuesday that “the state would ease 
guidelines to allow curbside pickup at malls, the reopening of botanical gardens and even some dine-in 
restauranis as the coronavirus outbreak stabilizes.” However, “the signs of optimism came the same day the 
public health director of Los Angeles County — the state’s largest — told county supervisors that the area’s health 
orders would likely extend through July, offering a reminder that Ife is far from returning to normal.” 


Public Health England Approves Roche’s Coronavirus Antibody Test. 


Reuters (5/13) reports Public Health England approved Roche's “coronavirus antibody tesi kit, The Telegraph 
reported late on Wednesday, making it the first such kit approved by Britain’s public health agency.” 
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The Washington Post (5/12, Sly, Morris, 14.2M) reports that “as many parts of the world, including the United 
States, explore ways to ease lockdowns aimed al containing the spread of the coronavirus, countries that had 
already opened up are closing down again afler renewed spikes in infections.” This “resurgence of cases had 
been widely predicted by experts, but these increasing numbers come as a sobering reminder of the challenges 
ahead as countries chafing under the social and economic burdens of keeping their citizens indoors weigh the 
pros and cons of allowing people to move around again.” For instance, “the reemergence of coronavirus cases in 
many paris of Asia is...prompting a return to closures in places that had claimed success in battling the disease 
or appeared to eradicate it allogether, including South Korea, regarded as one of the continent's top success 
stories.” 

Vox (5/13, 2.27M) suggesis that “the recent spike in COVID-19 cases in some of the countries thought to 
have best contained the virus — first Singapore, now South Korea and, potentially, Germany — is a glimpse into 
America’s possible future as states start reopening businesses and public activities after several months of 
lockdown.” 


Wuhan Officials Working To Scale Up Testing Program As Cluster Of New Cases Emerge. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Fan, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Wuhan officials are working to 
achieve the central government's targets for a massive testing program in the area after identifying a new cluster 
of infections. 

Confusion Among Local Officials On implementation Of Wuhan's Testing Program. The AP 
(5/13) reports authorities in Wuhan “are planning to test all 11 million residents in the next 10 days, Chinese 
media reported.” There is apparently some confusion on the implementation of the plan, with one “man who 
answered the mayor's hotline in Wuhan” saying “that districts have 10 days to arrange the testing in their 
respective jurisdictions,” and one “woman who answered later Wednesday” saying “the tests musi be done in the 
next 10 days.” 

Reuters (5/13, Goh, Zhang) reports on the testing program and Beijing’s wider testing strategy. 


WHO Expert Warns Coronavirus “May Never Go Away.” 


Reuters (5/13, Farge, Shields) reporis, “The coronavirus that causes COVID-19 could become endemic like HIV, 
the World Health Organization said on Wednesday, warning against any attempt to predict how long it would 
keep circulating and calling for a ‘massive effort’ to counter it.” WHO emergencies expert Mike Ryan said, “This 
virus may never go away.” Ryan also “said the world had some control aver how it coped with the disease, 
although this would take a ‘massive effor? even if a vaccine was found — a prospect he described as a ‘massive 
moonshot.” 

The New York Times (5/13, 18.61M) and The Hill (5/13, Wilson, 2.98M) also report. 

VINO Expert Vvarns World Stil Nas Long Way Toe Go Before t Nas Pandemic Under Control. 
Reuters (5/13) reports Br. Mike Ryan, head of WHO's emergencies program, said the world still has a very long 


way to go in its effort to control the coronavirus pandemic, despite moves by many nations to start easing 
restrictions and open up their economies. 


UK Begins Easing Lockdown Restrictions As New Data Reveal Sharp Contraction Of 
Economy. 
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The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Douglas, Colchester, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the UK staried 
easing lockdown restrictions earlier this week as new data revealed the UK’s economy contracted an annualized 
7.7 percent in the first quarter and as Prime Minister Boris Johnson faces increased criticisrn for the 
government's response to the pandemic. 


Key Measures To Limit Spread Of New Infections Reportedly Missing In Italy As It Reopens 
Economy. 


The AP (5/13) reports that although “Haly’s virus reopening was supposed to be accompanied by a series of 
measures to limit infections,” including “the distribution of millions of inexpensive surgical masks to pharmacies 
nationwide, a pilot project of 150,000 antibody tests and, eventually, the roll-out of a contact-tracing app,” none of 
these appear to have been put “in place as Italy experiments with its second week of loosening restrictions and 
looks ahead to Monday’s reopening of shops and, in some regions, bars and restaurants.” 


Europe Coordinating Easing Of Lockdown Restrictions Ahead Of Summer Tourist Season. 


The AP (5/13, Johnson) reports “new coronavirus clusters have appeared as nations struggle to balance 
reopening economies with preventing a second wave of infections and deaths, while in Europe, a debate erupted 
over the summer travel season.” Amid “the risk that loosening restrictions could lead to infection spikes, 
European nations have been seeking to restart cross-border travel, particularly as the summer holiday season 
looms for countries whose economies rely on tourists flocking to their beaches, museums and historical sites.” 
To this end, “the European Union unveiled a plan to help citizens across tis 27 nations salvage their summer 
vacations after months of coronavirus lockdown and resurrect Europe’s badly battered tourism industry.” 


UK Allows Resumption Of Recreational Sporting Activities Outdoors. 


The AP (5/13) reports that, “afler seven weeks of lockdown, people in England were allowed to exercise more 
than once a day and with one person from outside their household, provided they remained 2 meters (around 6.5 
feet) apart.” Additional “sporting activities, such as tennis, fishing, boating and lake swimming, also resumed.” 


Cluster Of COVID-19 Cases At German Slaughterhouse Linked To Eastern European 
Migrant Workers. 


The AP (5/13) reports “at least 260 workers at Westfleisch’s slaughterhouse in northwestern Germany have 
tested positive for COVID-19 in recent days, causing alarm at a time when the country Is trying to slowly relax the 
restrictions thal were imposed to curb the pandemic.” The cluster of new cases are said to stem from “Eastern 
European migranis working for subcontractors who also provide them with accommodation and shuttle buses to 
work,” meaning that “if one person is infected then basically everybody else that sits on the bus or lives in the 
shared houses is infected,” said one local politician. 


Germany To Start Re-Opening All Of Its Borders Next Month. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Morris, Birnbaum, 14.2M) reports “Germany said Wednesday if intends to reopen all 
its borders next month, as European countries begin to tentatively loosen coronavirus travel restrictions.” 
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The AP (5/13) reports similarly, adding that “Chancellor Angela Merkel urged Germans io be ‘courageous 
and vigilant Wednesday as the country emerges from its shutdown, calling on them to avoid a relapse inio 
tougher restrictions even as officials set out plans to relax border controls.” 


Turkey Eases Some Coronavirus Restrictions, Allows Children To Play Outside. 


The AP (5/13) reports Turkey is permitting children to briefly leave their homes and play outside during set hours 
as the country begins to ease a number of coronavirus restrictions. 


Under Pressure From The US, Mexico Plans To Reopen Key Industries. 


The AP (5/13, Stevenson} reports that Mexican President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador on Wednesday 
“sledged...to begin reopening Mexico’s economy next week — under pressure at home and from US. officials — 
even as the country saw its largest one-day jump in coronavirus cases.” According to the AP, Economy 
Secretary Graciela Marquez “said...that by May 18, industries like construction, mining, and car and truck 
manufacturing would be allowed to resume.” The AP says “a lockdown...will remain in place, but work in the 
industries Marquez cited will be allowed to begin again because Mexico’s top advisory body on the pandemic, 
the General Health Council, said Tuesday it had decided to classify them as ‘essential activities.” The AP reporis 
that the Mexcian government “has been under pressure from U.S. officials to reopen auto assembly planis, in 
particular, because without them, integrated supply chains would make it hard for plants in the U.S. and Canada 
to reopen.” 

The Washington Post (5/13, Sheridan, 14.2M) reports that Mexico’s government also “says it will lifia 
quarantine for hundreds of counties starting May 18 and will begin to gradually reopen the rest of the nation on 
June 1.” According to the Post, “Under the plan, the government would allow 269 municipalities scattered over 
15 states to resume most activities on Monday. These are places that have had no confirmed coronavirus cases 
and whose neighboring counties also have no sign of COVID-19.” 

The AP (5/13, Stevenson) also reports. 


Lesotho Reports First COVID-19 Case. 

The AP (3/13) reports “Southern Africa’s tiny mountain Kingdom of Lesotho on Wednesday confirmed tis first 
case of COVID-19, making if the last African country to report the disease.” 

Pandemic Restrictions Preventing Muslims In Europe From Traditional Burial Plans. 

The AP (5/13) reports coronavirus restrictions are preventing Muslims in Europe from sending the bodies of 
deceased family members “home for burial.” 

Campaigners Urge UK Government To Disclose More Data On COVID-19 Deaths In 
Individual Care Homes. 


Reuters (5/13, McNeill, Macaskill) reports “campaigners for the welfare of elderly people and their relatives are 
calling on the UK government to be more transparent after authorities declined to disclose the number of COVID- 
19 deaths in individual care homes.” 


Roughly 5% Of Spain’s Population Affected By Coronavirus, Study Suggests. 
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Reuters (5/13) reports preliminary data from a nationwide coronavirus antibody study, conducted by the Carlos Ili 
institute for Health and the National Statistics Institute, reveal “that about 5% of the overall Spanish population 
has been affected [by coronavirus], the Health Ministry said on Wednesday, adding that results varied widely 
from region to region.” 


Russia Suspends Use Of Some Locally-Made Ventilators Following Hospital Fires Linked To 
Machines. 


Reuters (5/13, Teterevieva, Balmforth) reports “Russia on Wednesday suspended the use of some Russian- 
made medical ventilators after two fatal hospital fires reporied to involve the machines, a setback in its fight 
against the novel coronavirus.” 


EU May Use Emergency Fund To Increase Manufacturing Capacity For Future Coronavirus 
Vaccines. 


Reuters (5/13, Guarascio) reports, “The European Commission is weighing using a $2.6 billion emergency fund 
to boost pharmaceutical labs’ capacity, fearing that even if a COVID-19 vaccine is developed the EU may not be 
able to produce enough shots, a document seen by Reuters shows.” While many potential vaccines “are 
currently being developed against the disease...experts say the large-scale manufacture of a successful vaccine 
may be as challenging as developing one.” 


India, Pakistan To Start Easing Coronavirus Restrictions. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Shah, Agarwal, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports India and Pakistan are 
easing coronavirus restrictions, with the hope that the number of COVID-19 deaths will stay manageable and 
their hospitals can handle en expected rise in the number of overall cases. 


Quick Coronavirus Response Of Some Countries Boosting Voters’ Trust In Elected 
Leaders. 


The Washington Post (8/13, Noack, 14.2M) reports thai, “in countries that contained [coronavirus] outbreaks 
quickly, some leaders,” including South Korean President Moon Jae-in and German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
appear to have “gained or regained the trust of voters.” 


Over 160 Russian Health Workers Have Died From COVID-19. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Dixon, 14.2M) reports that “at least 169 medical staff have died in Russia, according 
to a memorial list created by Russian doctors, in the absence of any national official count on the number of who 
died or fell ill from covid-19." According to the Post, “The growing fissures on Russia’s health system is just one 
part of a growing crisis that is adding more than 10,000 covid-19 patients a day — catapulting Russia into second 
place behind the United States in terms of cases.” On Monday, Russian President Vladimir Putin “acknowledged 
that half of Russia’s doctors had not been paid promised bonuses for working on the pandemic.” 


Hong Kong Reports First Local COVID-19 Case In Over Three Weeks. 


Forbes (5/13, Sternlicht, 9.77M) reports that, “after 23 days without a local case of coronavirus, a 66-year-old 
woman and her 5-year-old granddaughter have been diagnosed with COVID-79 [in Hong Kong]...dashing hopes 
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that the country is free of the virus and becoming the latest in a series of regions to experience a resurgence of 
cases.” 


European Commission Urges EU Governments To Use COVID-19 Contact Tracing Apps On 
Voluntary Basis. 


Reuters (5/13, Chee} reports “the European Commission urged EU governments on Wednesday to use COVID- 
19 contact tracing apps on a voluntary basis as part of efforts to lift border restrictions and revive the European 
Union’s tourism and travel industries.” 


US-China Economic And Security Review Commission Says Taiwan’s Exclusion From WHO 
Cost Lives. 


Reuters (5/13) reports Congress’ US-China Economic and Security Review Commission “{said] lives have been 
lost in the coronavirus pandemic because of the World Health Organization’s (WHO) exclusion of Taiwan and 
refusal to allow it to share best practices and information.” 


Chinese Officials Refusing To Cooperate With International Investigation Into Origins On 
Pandemic. 


The Hill (8/13, Bowden, 2.98M) reports Chinese officials are “blocking efforts by international experts io study the 
origin of the coronavirus pandemic.” According to reporting by the Wall Street Journal, investigators and 
researchers have been working with Chinese officials as part of a World Health Organization mission to identify 
the origin of COVID-19, but Chinese officials have been “silent and refuse to release updates on the project.” 


Brazil Surpasses France’s Total Number Of Coronavirus Cases. 


Reuters (5/13, Spring, Fonseca) reports “Brazil registered a record number of new cases of the novel 
coronavirus on Wednesday, surpassing France’s tally to become the sixth-worst hit country, as the disease 
sends the economy toward its worst year since at least 1900.” 


Coronavirus-Related Attacks On Healthcare Workers On The Rise, WHO Warns. 


The Hill (5/13, Wilson, 2.98M) reporis “coronavirus-related attacks on health care workers and ethnic minority 
groups are on the rise around the globe, the World Health Organization's director of emergency programs said 
Wednesday.” 


Italy Presents New €55B Economic Coronavirus Package. 
Politico (5/13, Leali, 4.29M) reports “lalian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte on Wednesday presented a new 
package of measures worth €55 billion to tackle the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic.” 


Lebanon To Reinstate Four-Day Nationwide Lockdown Amid Spike In Coronavirus Cases. 


The AP (5/13) reports “Lebanese rushed to food stores to stock up on vegetables and basic items, hours before 
the government was to reinstate a four-day nationwide lockdown on Wednesday, following a spike in reported 
coronavirus cases.” 


GADB0000003787 


European Governments Re-Evaluating Measures Of Progress Against Pandemic, Re- 
Opening Strategies. 

The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Pancevski, Fidler, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports governments in 
Europe are re-evaluating ihe best way to assess progress against the pandemic and inform their strategy for 
easing lockdowns. 


HHS in the News 


On the CBS Evening News = (5/13, story 3, 0:15, Brennan, 5.3M), Chip Reid reported that Rick Bright, “the 
Administration's former top vaccine researcher who was pushed out of his position, will testify” before the House 


a38 


history.”” On NBC Nightly News = 
the former Director of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, reporting that Bright “filed 


a whistleblower complaint last week, alleging that he was forced frorn his job for opposing the wide use of 
unproven coronavirus treatments embraced by President Trump.” 

The AP (5/13, Alonso) reports Bright “makes his sobering prediction” about the winter ahead “in testimony 
prepared for his appearance Thursday before the House Energy and Commerce Committee. Aspects of his 
complaint about early administration handling of the crisis are expected to be backed up by testimony from an 
executive of a company that manufactures, respirator masks.” Bright has “outlined a path forward” that includes 
“establishing a national testing strategy,” “doubling down on educating the public about basic safety measures,” 
“ramping up production of essential equipment and supplies,” and “setting up a system io fairly distribute 
equipment and supplies that are scarce and highly sought.” 

The Washington Post (5/13, Wagner, 14.2M) reports, “In his 89-page whistleblower complaint filed last 
week, Bright portrays himself as an administration health official trying to sound the alarm about the virus 
beginning in early January. He said he called for the rapid development of treatments and vaccines, as well as 
the stockpiling of additional N95 face masks and ventilators, al a time when HHS political leadership... appeared 
to him to be underestimating the threat.” 

Also reporting are ABC News (5/13, 2.97M), CNBC (5/13, Feuer, 3.62M), CNN (5/13, Diamond, Collins, 
83.16M), CQ Roll Call (5/13, Kopp, 154K), Forbes (5/13, Solender, 9.71M), Fox News (5/13, O'Reilly, 27.59M}, 
and The Hill (5/13, Weixel, 2.98M). 

Politico Report: Former Colleagues Undercut Ousted Vaccine Official’s Claims. The 
Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M) reports that Rick Bright, “a former top vaccine official removed from his post last 


month, will testify before Congress on Thursday that the United States faces the ‘darkest winier in modern 
history’ if i does not develop a more coordinated national response to the coronavirus before an expected 
resurgence later this year. ‘Our window of opportunity is closing,’ Bright says in prepared testimony submitted to 
a subcommittee of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.” 

Politico (5/13, Diarnond, 4.29M) reports thai Bright “has assembled a 63-page complaint filed with damning 
allegations: that Trump appointees pressured health officials to rush unproven malaria drugs; that his warnings 
about mask shoriages were ignored; and that senior leaders repeatedly missed opportunities to grapple with 


GADB0000003787 


threats posed by Covid-19." However, according to Politico, “some colleagues say Bright's complaint leaves out 
the full context for the pivotal malaria drug episode, which two current and iwo former officials say painis a 
murkier picture of Bright's claims,” and “some of his allegations about department decisions on Covid-19 don’t 
match officials’ statements or the public record.” Politico says Bright's “central claim that he was ousted for 
battling Trump appointees over science is less than certain given that some of his own siaff spent months raising 
concerns about his leadership.” 


Congressmen Ask HHS Secretary To Explain Formula Used For Rationing Experimental 
COVID-19 Treatment Remdesivir. 


CNN (5/13, Azad, 83.16M) reports Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), “who chairs the House Ways and Means health 
subcommittee” on Wednesday demanded to “see the formula used by the federal government to ration 
remdesivir, an experimental drug shown to speed the recovery of” patients with COVID-19. Doggelt’s “comments 
came in a letter addressed to US Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, whose agency is distributing 
the drug.” CNN adds, “In his letter, Doggett explicitly asked Azar to provide the ‘formula HHS used to determine 
which states would receive how many doses of remdesivir and the delivery schedule for these doses.” 

The Houston Chronicle (5/13, 730K} reports Doggett wants “to know how HHS decided which states would 
get the drug and when and how many doses they would get,” and he “also wants to know how the federal 
government is telling states to divvy up those doses to hospitals.” 

The Connecticut Mirror (5/13, Radelat} reports Rep. Rosa DeLauro also “asked the Food and Drug 
Administration to explain its clumsy rollout of remdesivir’ in the letter, asking “to know why some states are 
receiving the drug and others are not.” 


HHS Awards $15 Million For Telehealth Workforce Training. 


Bloomberg Law (5/13, Subscription Publication, 4K) reports that “HHS awarded $15 million to 159 health 
workforce programs at schools such as Yale University and the University Of Tennessee promoting telehealth 
during the coronavirus outbreak.” Bloomberg says “the money from the Health and Human Services 
Depariment’s Health Resources and Services Administration will train students, physicians, nurses, physician 
assistants, and other high-demand professionals in telehealth.” HRSA Administrator Tom Engels said, 
“Telehealth is a vital tool for our providers in delivering critical treatment to populations most seriously impacted 
by this pandemic.” HHS Secretary Alex Azar said, “This new funding from Congress will enable more heroic 
health professionals on the front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic to use telehealth for a broad range of care.” 


Two Dallas COVID-19 Testing Sites Will Be Supported By Feds Through June. 


The Dallas Morning News (5/13, Barragan, 946K) reports, “The federal government has extended its support of 
two COVID-19 testing sites in Dallas through June, after Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins said earlier this week 
that the federal government planned to stop supplying 1,000 tests per day to Dallas at the end of the month.” On 
Wednesday, “Mayor Eric Johnson announced the extension.” Johnson “shared a copy of a letter from Deputy 
Surgeon General Erica Schwartz to Nim Kidd, chief of the Texas Division of Emergency Management, saying 
seven federaily-supporied testing sites across the state would be extended through June 30.” On Tuesday, 
Johnson had written “to the head of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Secretary Alex Azar, 
asking for an extension of federal support for the sites.” 
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NIOSH Offers Details About Issues Delaying $1B Deal Between California, Chinese 
Company For Respirators. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/13, Elmahrek, Gutierrez, Christensen, 4.64M) reports “federal regulators offered new 
details Wednesday about problems that have delayed a $1-billion deal between California and a Chinese 
automaker for respirators, saying they denied certification of the masks after inspections of the company’s 
factories in China and a review of critical docurnents belonging to the project.” In a statement, “the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health said it notified electric car maker BYD on May 4 that on-site visits to 
the company’s manufacturing and production facilities in China had resulted in a rating of ‘Not Acceptable.” 
Furthermore, the agency “said its ‘review of documentation provided to NIOSH for the design, manufacturing and 
quality inspection of the device was concerning.” 

Politico (5/13, White, Murphy, 4.29M) reports “BYD can tweak its design and again seek approval under an 
expedited review process, federal regulators said.” 


Disney Cruise Line To Extend Sailing Suspension Until July 27. 


USA Today (5/13, Hines, Oliver, 10.37M) reports “Disney Cruise Line announced that its sailing suspension will 
be extended until July 27, according to a staternent posted on its website Wednesday.” The decision “to idle all 
four of its ships was macie ‘in line’ with guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
according to the announcement.” 

Reuters (8/13, Coster) reporis that “on its website, the company said guesis currently booked on affected 
cruises will be offered either a credit to be used for a future sailing within 15 months of their original sail date, or 
a full refund.” 


CBP Officials Seize Thousands Of Unapproved Products Marketed As Protection Against 
COVID-19. 


CNN (5/13, Sands, 83.16M) reports officials with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) have in recent 
months “seized thousands of unapproved lanyards, tablets and herbal medicines” being marketed to Americans 
as being able to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus. Furthermore, “amid imports of counterfeit face 
masks and prohibited Covid-19 test kits, other unsafe items lacking the required Environmental Protection 
Agency or Food and Drug Administration approvals have also headed toward buyers.” Nationwide, the CBP “has 
made 63 seizures of the EPA-prohibited anti-virus lanyards and 51 seizures of FDA-prohibited chloroquine 
tablets, resulting in over 8,700 tablets and 2,261 lanyards seized as of May 1, according to a CBP 
spokesperson.” 


FDA Files Civil Lawsuit Against Company For Promoting Colloidal Silver “Cures” For 
COVID-19. 

The Tulsa (OK) World (5/13, Killman, 205K) reports the US Food and Drug Administration “in a civil lawsuit filed 
Wednesday, claims Xephyr LLC, doing business as N-Ergetics, asserts on its company website and on product 
literature that colloidal silver ‘cures, mitigates or treats coronavirus and other diseases, according to a complaint 
filed in Muskogee federal court.” Furthermore, “the lawsult alleges N-Ergetics offers on its website colloidal silver 
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products for sale in the US. that it claims are intended to cure, mitigate, treat, or prevent coronaviruses, 
including COVID-79 and other diseases, including urinary tract infections, yeast infections and pink eye.” 


FDA Releases Handbook Verifying Human, Animal Foods Can Be Transported In Vehicles 
Used To Store Bodies Of COVID-19 Victims. 


Newsweek (5/13, Villarreal, 1.53M) reports the U.S. FDA on Wednesday “released a handbook that verified that 
human and animal foods can be transported in refrigerated vehicles and food storage units that have been used 
to preserve human remains during the COVID-19 pandemic, even if the vehicles and units have come into 
contact with blood or bodily fluids from coronavirus victims.” The FDA wrote in iis handbook, “Refrigerated food 
transport vehicles and refrigerated food storage units used for the temporary preservation of human remains 
during the COVID-19 pandemic subsequently can be safely used for food transport and food storage under 
certain circumstances.” 

The New York Post (5/13, Lapin, 4.57M) also reporis. 


Study Suggests Abbott’s Coronavirus Diagnostic Test Reports Large Number Of False 
Negatives. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Johnson, Mufson, 14.2M) reporis the Abbott coronavirus diagnostic test “hailed by 
President Trump and used by the White House failed to detect infected samples in a large number of cases that 
were caught by a rival firm, a preliminary study says.” The test, “which says it can determine in as little as five 
minutes whether a person has the virus, missed a third of positive samples found by the diagnostic company 
Cepheid when using nasopharyngeal swabs and more than 48 percent when using dry nasal swabs, said the 
study done by a group from New York University.” The study “raised questions about” the test, which the 
President said in April created “a whole new ballgame” in addressing the pandemic. 

The New York Times (5/13, Thomas, 18.61M)} reports Abboit's testing received emergency authorization by 
the FDA in late March. A White House spokesman “did not immediately respond for comment.” Abbott in a 
statement defended the product saying, “ID Now is an important tool that delivers information where it's needed 
most.” The company also “said that its reporied rate of false negatives — or missed infections — was 0.02 percent 
and that the N.Y.U stucdy’s results were ‘not consistent with other studies of the test.” The study authors “said 
they evaluated the Abbott test because they were considering using it to test emergency department patients 
who were suspected of having the virus.” 

Additional outlets also reporting include: the Wall Street Journal (5/13, Weaver, Ballhaus, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M}, Bloomberg (5/13, Cortez, Court, Brown, 4.73M)}, Reuters (5/13, Erman), CNBC (5/13, Feuer, 
3.62M), CNN (5/13, Cohen, Nigam, 83.161}, Intelligencer (NY) (5/13, Stleb, 1.1M), Newsweek (5/13, Czachor, 
1.53M}, and Politico (5/13, Lim, 4.29M)}. 


Rutgers University, RUCDR Infinite Biologics Working On Coronavirus Saliva Test. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Mufson, 14.2M) reports Andrew Brooks, a Rutgers University molecular 
neuroscientist and RUCDR Infinite Biologics Chief Operating Officer, “nas come up with a coronavirus test that 
relies on nothing more than spitting info a cup.” Brooks’ firm “has won emergency use authorization frorn the 
Food and Drug Administration for saliva tests that people can perform at home.” As a result, Rutgers and 
RUCDR Infinite Biologics “are producing 20,000 tests a day and expect to ramp up to 50,000 a day, largely for 
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use in New Jersey with a docior’s prescription.” Results “are analyzed at the university's clinical genomics 
laboratory.” 


NSF Awards Three Grants To Researchers At Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research 
Institute To Study Coronavirus. 


Buffalo (NY) Business First (5/13, Drury, Subscription Publication, 812K} reports the NSF awarded three grants 
worth almost $600,000 through its Rapid Response Research funding prograrn to support three studies led by 
researchers at the Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research institute. Buffalo Business First highlights the three 
researchers and describes how they will use their grants to research SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19. Buffalo Business 
First adds the FDA has authorized the Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center to study whether 
rintatolimod and interferon alfa are a safe and effective treairnent for patients with COVID-19. 


Tennessee’s Choice To Release COVID-19 Testing Data Sparks Concerns For Constitutional 
Protections. 


The Tennessean (5/13, 458K) reports, “In late April, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee signed an Executive Order allowing 
the Tennessee Department of Health to give police depariments and sheriff's offices the names and addresses 
of Tennesseans who have tested positive for ihe coronavirus.” However, “as news of the agreement became 
public last week, civil rights advocates and agencies across the state raised concerns that constitutional 
protections of privacy had been violated without warning.” The order “by the state is legal through the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) — a federal law enacted in 1996 that protects sensitive 
patient health information.” The Department of Health and Human Services has supported “that a HIPAA- 
covered entity may disclose personal health information to law enforcement without an individual's signed HIPAA 
authorization in certain circumstances, including ‘to prevent or lessen a serious and imminent threat to the health 
or safety of an individual or the public.” 


US Regulator Denies Chinese Mask Producer Approval. 


The Wall Street Journal (5/13, Maremont, Lin, Xiao, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reporis that the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health released a siatement on Wednesday that told BYD, a Chinese 
company, that their on-site assessment yielded an unacceptable rating. The state of Calffornia had made a $4 
billion dollar deal invalving masks with the manufacturer. 


Some New York Residents Struggle To Follow Mask Requirement. 


The AP (5/13, Seiner, Hays) reports, “Since April 17, everyone in New York state has been required to wear a 
face covering in any place where they can’t stay at least 6 feet from people who don’t live with them,” and “only 
children younger than 2 and people with a medical excuse are exempt.” Comparable “rules are in place in New 
Jersey and Connecticut, and were recently put in place in Massachusetts.” The “Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention advises using face coverings because they could help prevent people who have virus, but don't know 
it, from transmitting it to others.” However, “while the rule is clear, New Yorkers have’ often “adopted their own 
interpretation of when masks are required,” as some completely ignore the order. 


AP Report: Minors Among Migrants Turned Away At Border. 
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The AP (5/13, Merchant) reports that the Trump Administration is “quickly expelling’ migrant youths “under an 
emergency declaration citing the coronavirus pandemic, with 600 minors expelled in April alone.” According to 
the AP, “Under a 2008 anti-trafficking law and a federal court settlement known as the Flores agreement, 
children from countries other than Canada and Mexico must have access to legal counsel and cannot be 
immediately deported.” However, in March, US Custorns and Border Protection “began the expulsions...using the 
emergency as justification for disregarding the Flores rules.” CBP “said it processed 166 children last month as 
“unaccompanied” minors, meaning they would be taken to HHS youth holding facilities and allowed to siay in the 
U.S. at least temporarily, and the remaining 600 were expelled. Bul HHS says it received just 58 unaccompanied 
minors in April.” 

Newsweek (5/13, 1.53M) reports that “officials have also said they’re acting according to guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to slow the spread of the virus.” 


Trump Administration Plans To Border Restrictions Indefinitely. 


The New York Times (5/13, Shear, Kanno-Youngs, 18.67M) reporis that “the Trump administration is moving to 
extend its coronavirus border restrictions indefinitely, advancing the crackdown through broad public health 
authorities that have effectively sealed the United States to migrants seeking protection from persecution, 
according to officials and a draft of a public health order.” On March 21, the CDC “imposed a 30-day restriction 
on all nonessential travel into the United States from Mexico and Canada, closing legal points of entry to tourism 
and immediately returning immigranis who crossed the border illegally to Mexico or their home countries.” The 
Times says “the order - which was extended for another 30 days on April 20 ~ was part of a broad effort, led by 
Stephen Miller, the architect of President Trump’s immigration agenda, to aggressively use public health laws to 
reduce immigration as the government battles the virus.” However, “a new order under review by several 
government agencies is intended to extend the restrictions indefinitely.” 


HHS Provider Grants Favor Hospitals With More Privately Insured Patients. 


Modern Healthcare (5/13, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports that “HHS distributed $50 billion in 
grant funds to providers using a formula it chose that heavily favored hospitals that treat the highest share of 
privately insured patients, per an analysis from the Kaiser Family Foundation.” The analysis concludes that “the 
10% of hospitals with the highest private insurance revenue were paid $44,321 per bed, compared with $20,710 
for the 10% of hospitals with the lowest private insurance revenue.” The analysts wrote, “All things being equal, 
hospitals with more market power can command higher reimbursement rates from private insurers and therefore 
received a larger share of the grant funds under the formula HHS used.” HHS has “said that Medicaid-only 
providers will receive an additional round of funds, as well as skilled nursing facilities and dentists. The 
department has not yet indicated how it plans to hand out an additional $75 billion in the provider relief fund.” 


Massachusetts Hospitals Collaborated To Improve Federal Remdesivir Distribution. 


Modern Healthcare (5/13, Cohrs, Subscription Publication, 214K) reports, “Massachusetts hospitals who were 
research competitors in pre-coronavirus times quickly collaborated to ensure equitable distribution of a limited 
supply of rerndesivir across the state afier the federal government initially sent oul mysterious shipments of the 
drug to hospitals across the country.” The state “pioneered the approach of having state health deparimenis 
distribute the drug, which HHS ultimately adopted nationwide.” 
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Some Researchers Contend “Group Testing” Is The Answer To “Testing Riddle” Faced By 
US. 


ABC News (5/13, Abdelmalek, 2.97M) reports that, on Tuesday, although “Health and Human Services Secretary 
Adm. Brett Giroir lauded a testing effort that was expanding weekly, Republican Sen. Mii Romney, R-Utah, said 
he found America’s ‘testing record nothing to celebrate whatsoever and described a nation that was racing to 
catch up.” Some researchers believe “group testing” may “help solve the testing riddle,” by “mixing of several 
samples for a single test, which could theoretically reveal if the group as a whole is coronavirus positive or 
negative.” Furthermore, “some academics...wani to take the idea even farther by turning each household into a 
single group and adding some statistical algorithms to the equation to spread the tests thin enough to cover the 
entire nation, household by household.” The FDA “said it was aware of the strategy, but was non-committal in 
response to questions about how seriously the option is being considered by the federal government.” 

Scientific American (5/13, 3.06M) reports “the Nebraska Public Health Laboraiory...is using a pooled 
approach.” initially, “it wasn’t clear that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), which regulates this kind of 
diagnostic test, would allow pooled testing.” The lab’s director “spent two weeks trying the technique before 
presenting data showing that it saved the lab time and ingredients to the governor of Nebraska and the FDA.” He 
later “received an e-mail from the FDA saying it would not object to pools of five samples.” 


National Front Page News 


Headlines From Today’s Front Pages. 


Wall Street Journal: 

Stocks Fall As Fed’s Powell Says Outlook ‘Highly Uncertain’ 

Companies Start Reaping Billions In Tax Breaks To Ride Out Economic Slump 

Consumers Seeking Debt Relief Amid Coronavirus Face Jammed Phone Lines, Overwhelmed Lenders 
More Than A Dozen Obama Officials Requested ‘Unmasking’ That Identified Michael Flynn In Intelligence 
Reports 

Cruise Ship Photographer's Once-Iin-A-Lifetime Shot Anchors Just Out Of Reach 

Soaring Prices, Rotting Crops: Coronavirus Triggers Global Food Crisis 


New York Times: 

Fed Chair Warns The Economy May Need More As Congress Hesitates 
Judge Appoints Outsider To Take On Justice Dept. In Flynn Case 

Born Into Carnage, 18 Afghan Babies Face An Uncertain Fate 

Biden Has An Edge On Trump. So Why Are Democrats Worried? 
Businesses Chafing Under Covid-19 Lockdowns Turn To Armed Defiance 
Nursing Homes Are Hot Spots In The Crisis. But Don’t Try Suing Them. 


Washington Post: 
Doctors Express Glimmers Of Hope As New Tactics Bear Fruit 


GADB0000003787 


Fed Chair Warns Of Long Downturn Without More AidVa. Beach Merchants Feeling Stranded 
With In-Person College In Limbo, Gap-Year Option Is Complicated, Too 

Out Of Office For 3 Years — But At Center Stage In 2020 

Struggling To Stay Off The Critical List 


Financial Times: 

Workers Stoical As Easing Spurs Fears Of Overcrowding 

Fiscal Stimulus ‘Worth It’ To Tackle Pandemic, Says Fed Chief 
Researchers Look To Blood Antibodies As Weapons In Virus Fight 
Pandemic Spawns New Reporting Term ‘Ebitdac’ To Flatter Books 


Washington Times: 

‘Freedom Now’: Trump Fuels GOP Rebellion With Pennsylvania Visit 
‘Experiment In Human Sacrifice’ Fails To Materialize As GOP Governor Reopens Georgia 
Obama-Era Heavyweights Accuse Trump Of Fueling Pandemic With Climate-Change Stance 
Brutal Attacks Push Trump’s Afghanistan Peace Plan To Breaking Point 

Biden, Other High-Ranking Obama-Era Officials Who Sought To Unmask Michael Flynn Exposed 


Maryland, Virginia To Start Reopening As DC Extends Stay-At-Home Order 


Story Lineup From Last Night’s Network News: 

ABC: Trump-Fauci; CDC-National Alert; Reopening Economy; Food Prices Increase; Coronavirus-Airlines: 
Severe Weather, Broadway Star Fighting Coronavirus; Actor Matt Damon-Oldest Daughter Recovered from 
Coronavirus; New York-Couple Adopts Premie Baby. 

CBS: Trump-Fauci; Powell-Economy Warning; HHS Whistleblower; Michael Flynn-Unmasking; CDC-National 
Alert; Reopening Economy; Coronavirus-Airlines; FBI-Chinese Hackers; Coronavirus-Clusters of New Cases; 
Pet Adoptions Increase. 

NBC: Trump-Fauci: HHS Whistleblower; Paul Manafort-Released; CDC-National Alert; Higher Education-Fall 
Semester Questions; Reopening Economy; FBI-Chinese Hackers; Coronavirus-NBC Contributor Falls il: 
Kentucky-Police Shoot First Responder; Teleworking & The Economy; Honoring Grads of 2020. 


Network TV At A Glance: 

CDC-National Alert —- 8 minutes, 35 seconds 
Coronavirus ~ 8 minutes, 35 seconds 
Reopening Economy — 7 minutes, 50 seconds 
Trurnp-Fauci — 7 minutes, 6 seconds 


Story Lineup From This Marning’s Radio News Broadcasts: 

ABC: Trump-Fauci; Los Angeles-Reopening; Maryland-Limited Reopening; National Parks-Partially Reopened; 
Washingion-Potato Growers Give Away Food. 

CBS: Trump-Fauci; Powell-Economy Warning; FBl-Sen. Burr Stock Sale Investigation; Florida-Recruiting Sports 
Teams, Hurricane Season; Wall Street. 
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FOX: White House-CDC Reopening Guidance; Sec. Mnuchin-Economic Recovery, Georgia-Ahmaud Arbery 
Case. 

NPR: Powell-Economy Warning; House Dems-Aid Bill: White House-Covid Avid Test; Pro Sports-Talks To 
Reopen: Micheal Flynn-Retired Judge Appointed for Case. 


Last Laughs 


Late Night Political Humor. 


Trevor Noah: fon the story about Jared Kushner discussing whether the election could be delayed] “And 
honesily, | can’t believe that Jared Kushner said this. And the reason | can’t believe it is because he didn't 
actually say this. ... Not only did Jared Kushner not say he is delaying the election, he laughs off the question 
and says It’s not his decision to make. And look, I’m not a fan of Jared Kushner. But! don’t think it’s helpful for 
anybody to stir up [stuff] like this at a time like this. ... Especially since there are so many real things you can get 
mad at Jared Kushner for. You know, giving PPE contracts to his buddies, having sleepovers with the Saudi 
prince, or speaking in a frequency that summons locusis from miles away.” 


Jimny Kimmel: “Yesterday, Dr. Anthony Fauci warned Congress about the dangers of opening things up too 
soon ... For whatever reason, some of these dopes at Fox News are treating Dr. Fauci like he’s the enemy in all 
this. ... These guys are unbelievable. Anyone trusting Fox News over doctors right now should only be allowed to 
see Tucker Carlson when their stool comes out red.” 


Jifrnny Kimmel: “The President, Fox News viewer number one, now says he disagrees with Fauci too. He is 
ready to open schools. ... In fairness to Trump, if your kids carne out like Eric and Don Jr., you would want to get 
schools going again soon too.” 


Jiminy Aimmrel: “Meanwhile, Joe Biden is quietly at home and he is planning to stay put for the foreseeable 
future. He's basically Grandpa Joe from ‘Willy Wonka’ right now.” 


Jiviny Mimurel: “Why do we need to see the guy running for President anyway? Back when this all started, 
unless you lived within walking distance of 4 train station, you never got to see the President at all. People who 
voted for the first 15 presidents probably didn’t even know what they looked like. They were just like, James 
Polk’? That narne sounds cute.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Nobody likes that we have to do this, but we have to do this, according to health 
professionals like infectious disease expert...Dr. Anthony Fauci. Dr. Fauci testified yesterday to the US Senate, 
and he warned what would happen if the country reopened too soon. ... Republicans are desperate to reapen the 
economy, because if they don't, they'll have to do the unthinkable: Give money to someone other than rich 
people.” 


Stephen Colbert: “According to Johns Hopkins, in per capita death rate, the United States ranks 9th-highest 
out of more than 140 countries. The United States has a worse record than such medical powerhouses as 
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Moldova. ... In this vital statistic, the United States is even worse than Iran, forcing Iran to change their protest 
signs to ‘Death to America! Oh, wait. Never mind. They got it covered.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Our government's response has been so bad that Americans likely won't be allowed to visit 
Europe any time soon. Forget Europe. At this paint, I'd settle for a trip to the International House Of Pancakes.” 


Stephen Colbert: “Like most of us, Biden has been hunkered and bunkered at his home. He's been holding 
online campaign events, and that’s not going to change any time soon. According to his team, Biden plans to 
continue campaigning virtually from home. ... Biden’s lead is the steadiest on record, with his polls six points 
ahead of Trump. Seems like the less voters see Joe, the more they like him.” 


Seth Meyers: “After refusing to change his schedule on Monday after learning his press secretary tested 
positive for the coronavirus, the While House confirmed yesterday that Vice President Mike Pence will distance 
himself from President Trump. Pence apparently decided to take precautions after noticing his temperature was 
a little higher than his normal 25 degrees hotter than a frozen chicken.” 


Seth Meyers: “White House senior adviser and President Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner said yesterday 
that he was not sure if the coronavirus pandemic would delay the general election in November, which is a little 
weird, because the question was, ‘Sir, how did you get in here?” 


National News 


Grenell Gives Senators List Of Obama Officials, Including Biden, Involved In “Unmasking” 
Flynn. 


Politico (5/13, Desiderio, Swan, 4.29M) reports that Acting DN] Grenell on Wednesday “sent top Republican 
senaiors a list of former senior Obama administration officials who might have been involved in efforts that 
‘unmasked’ former national security adviser Michael Flynn.” Grenell sent the list to Sens. Charles Grassley (R-1A)} 
and Ron Johnson (R-W1) “a day after the lawmakers wrote to Grenell and Attorney General William Barr calling 
on them to release information about efforis by Obama administration officials to ‘unmask’ U.S. citizens who 
were subject to government surveillance.” 

The Washington Times (5/13, Mordack, 492K) reports that according to Johnson and Grassley, the list of 
“more than 20 officials who reportedly sought to ‘unmask’”” Flynn includes “several high-ranking mernbers of the 
Obama administration,” including Joe Biden, former FBI Director James Comey, and “ex-inielligence chiefs John 
Brennan and James Clapper.” Breitbart (5/13, Pollak, 673K) says Grenell “noted that the list was of those ‘who 
may have received Lt. Gen. Flynn’s identity,” though they may not have specifically requested Flynn’s name, and 
it could not be confirmed whether they had actually seen Flynn’s name.” 

The Washington Examiner (5/13, Dunleavy, 448K} says the “declassified records show that 16 individuals 
made unmasking requests related to the incoming Trump national security adviser, and the list shows which 
officials received that sensitive information. It was not immediately clear which individuals made the requests, but 
those who received the unmasking information were laid out chronologically.” The Federalist (5/13, Davis, 126K} 
reports thai the ideniities “are important because they may shed light on which officials illegally leaked 
information about Flynn’s calls with Russian ambassador Sergei Kislyak to journalists at the Washington Post. 
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US. Attorney John Durham is reportedly investigating ihe matter and seeking to determine who was responsible 
for the illegal leak of classified information.” 

The Washington Post (5/13, Zapotosky, Nakashima, 14.2M) reports that Justice Department spokeswoman 
Kerri Kupec told Fox News’ The Story on Tuesday that Durham was “already looking ai this Issue of unmasking,” 
and would consider the list “if i's pertinent.” Kupec said, “I can tell you that his team is working diligently to get to 
the bottom of what happened. Because...what happened to candidate Trump and then President Trump was one 
of the greatest political injustices in American history and should never happen again.” 

The Hill (5/13, Beavers, Weaver, 2.98M} reports that while it is “not uncommon for officials to ask for the 
identilies of anonymous individuals unnamed in intelligence reporis,” the list “is likely to become part of an 
escalating debate over whether Flynn’s prosecution was handled appropriately by federal authorities.” The Hill 
says Trump has “frequently arqued that Obama officials wanted to hurt him politically through selective leaks to 
the media. He and other officials have pointed ito the unmasking of officials from intelligence reports as evidence 
of the attacks.” The AP (5/13, Tucker, Lemire} says there is a “broader push by Trump and his Republican allies 
to reframe the Russia investigation as a ‘deep state’ plot to sabotage his administration, setting the stage for a 
fresh onslaught of election-year attacks on past and present Democratic officials and law enforcement leaders,” 
and the New York Times (5/13, Barnes, Savage, 18.61M) that Republicans “immediately sought to use the list as 
political ammunition.” 

The New York Post (5/13, Fredericks, 4.57M) says Trump “questioned Joe Biden's honesty” Wednesday. 
The New York Post (5/13, Bowden, 4.57M) says that when Biden was asked on ABC’s Good Morning Americ = 
Tuesday what he knew aboui the moves to investigate Flynn, he said, “| know nothing about those moves to 


investigate Michael Flynn.” Asked about Biden and others on the list, Trump said, “The unmasking is a massive 
thing. | just got a list, who can believe a thing like this? And | watched Biden yesterday on ‘Good Morning 
America’ ... and he said he knew nothing about anything. He has no idea, he knows nothing about anything. 
Nothing at all. ... And then it gets released today that he was a big unmasker. So how do you know nothing if 
you're one of the unmaskers?” Trump tweeted Wednesday night, “OBAMAGATE!” 


White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany said on Fox News’ Hannity (5/13, 535K), “The fact that on 
January 4, they were about to close a case into Michael Flynn, a case that should have never existed because 
there was no collusion. We now have several Obarna Administration officials on record saying that. They were 
about to close it and then this Oval Office discussion takes place with President Obama, who the DOJ, Sally 
Yates, learns from the President of the United States about this conversation and runs back to the Department of 
Justice in a panic, not knowing how the President of the United States even knows about this conversation and 
then to find out all of the unmasking, there are very real, very serious questions here, this was a huge injustice 
not just a President Trump and his Administration, but to the American people.” 

Townhail (5/13, Vespa, 177K) reports that the President's campaign has also “responded, asking it’s time to 
get to the bottom of what Joe Biden knew about the plot io entrap Flynn. Brad Parscale, campaign manager for 
the Trump 2020 re-election campaign, wants answers.” Parscale said, “Joe Biden’s limp claim that he doesn’t 
know anything about the railroading of Gen. Michael Flynn just got even more unbelievable. Biden is listed 
among the Obama administration officials who requested the unmasking of Flynn. We already knew Biden was 
briefed on the Flynn case before President Trump took office and now we know thai he wanted Flynn unmasked. 
Americans have a right to know the depth of Biden’s involvement in the setup of Gen. Flynn to further the Russia 
collusion hoax.” 
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Axios (5/13, Basu, 521K} says the presence of Biden and other top officials on the list “has already been 
cited by Trump’s allies, including his campaign, as evidence of wrongdoing. But there’s no evidence to suggest 
that the senior officials on the list acted improperly in requesting to learn Flynn's identity, which would not have 
been shown in the intelligence report until the unmasking.” Katie Pavlich writes on Townhall (5/13, 177K) that 
although “itis not a crime to ask for an unmasking of an American individual on a phone call with a foreign actor,” 
itis “legal to leak the name of the unmasked American to the media, which is what happened with Flynn. Itis 
also illegal to unmask Americans for political purposes.” The Daily Caller (5/13, Ross, 716K) provides similar 
coverage. 


Chip Reid of the CBS Evening News = (5/13, story 4, 0:55, Brennan, 5.3M) reported that Democrats have 
“pushed back on this, and insisted thai, in fact, this list illustrates how widespread the concern was about Flynn’s 
activities and that all of the appropriate laws were followed.” A Wall Street Journal (5/13, Subscription 
Publication, 7.57M) editorial says that while the media, which protects Democrats, will downplay the matter since 
unmasking is routine and iegal, the unmasking and the leaks to the media bring it into the Obama White House. 
In a piece for The Federalist (5/13, 126K), John Daniel Davidson that the Flynn case “is just one piece of a much 
larger siory about how the Obama administration — with the full knowledge and support of both Obama and 
Biden ~ targeted incoming Trump officials in a failed attempt to cripple the new administration with allegations if 
had colluded with Moscow.” Davidson says it is “the biggest political scandal of our time.” 

Paul Says He Wil Seek Grenell’s Testimony. The Washington Examiner (5/13, Ferrechio, 448K) 
reports Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) said Wednesday that he is requesting that Grenell “testify before a government 
oversight subcommitiee next week” about the list. Paul “said in a press conference that the list of names reveals 
the top leaders in the Obama administration, including the president, were involved.” Paul said, “The only 
question that remains is: What did President Obama know, and when did he know it? ... President Obama was in 
this up to his eyeballs.” 

Townhail (5/13, O'Brien, 177K) reporis that Paul also “said reporters have a duly to ask more questions, 
especially of Biden. Paul said, “He needs to come out of hibernation and they need to ask Vice President Biden, 
what kind of person eavesdrops? ... Is that something that we think is a legit function of gov, to eavesdrop on 
your opponent without 4 warrant, to legally unmask them and listen to their private conversations? ... This is an 
abuse of power that should not rest and should make every American worried that if Vice President Biden were 
elevated to the top office, would he again use this kind of power on political opponents?” 

Jonson Says He Wil Seek Testimony From Biden, Other Obama Officials. Breitbart (5/13, 
Caplan, 673K) reports that Johnson, who chairs the Senate Homeland Security Committee, “signaled 
Wednesday that he will request Obama administration officials,” including Biden, “to testify in the wake of 
revelations that they may have sought to ‘unmask’ communications by retired Army Lieutenant General Michael 
Fiynn.” Johnson told reporters, “Right now we're in the information-gathering phase of this and this obviously, 
from my standpoint, raises a lot more questions than it actually answers. ... We will start requesting interviews 
with those individuals.” Johnson “notled] that he will seek interviews with former Director of National Intelligence 
Clapper, former CiA Director Brennan, Obama Chief of Siaff Denis McDonough, and ‘possibly the vice 
president.” 

Hawley: Obama Administration Spied On Trump’s 2076 Campaign. In an interview with Fox 
News’ Fox & Friends (5/13, 831K), Sen. Josh Hawley (R-MO) said, “The more we learn, the more that we see 
that the Obama Administration took unprecedented action to spy on the Trump Campaign during the 2016 
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presidential election, tio mislead the FISA couri, a secret court where if you are a target of an investigation you 
don't get to appear before the court. And we know that the Obama FBI directly misled the FISA court. Now we 
learn about the Flynn nonsense, how they unmasked General Flynn, perhaps breaking protocols and doing so, 
sharing intelligence that was not shows supposed to be shared, supposed to be classified. The more we lear, 
the worse it looks, which is why we need a full investigation into what went on.” Hawley added, “] think we 
actually probably need a special counsel to look into this and do a full fledged investigation.” 

WPost Analysis: Obama WIN Play A “Central Role” in 2020 Campaign. A Washington Post 
(5/13, Nakamura, Viser, 14.2M) analysis says Obama “figures io play a central role in the 2020 campaign’ as 
Trump is “impugning” him, “touting a conspiracy theory called ‘Obamagate’ to rally his conservative base,” and 
Biden is “embracing” him, “emphasizing their parinership as the presumptive Democratic nominee iries to 
consolidate support.” Meanwhile, Obama “has leveled sharp criticism at Trump’s handling of the coronavirus 
outbreak and is poised to take center stage this weekend when he addresses millions of young people in a 
virtual commencement address in prime time.” 

Rove Questions Obama’s Commitment To The Rule Of Law. Karl Rove writes in the Wall Street 
Journal (5/13, Subscription Publication, 7.57M)questions Obama’s sincerity when he professed concern for the 
rule of law after the Justice Department decision to drop charges against Flynn given that he discussed Flynn 
with Comey without bringing in the acting attorney general, he agreed to Comey not giving the incoming Trurnp 
Administration a defensive briefing on the issue, and he dismissed Hillary Clinion’s private email server as a 
national-security issue while she was under an FBI investigation. 

Biden Aide Blasts CBS Reporter For Releasing Unmasking List. Townhall (5/13, Bufkin, 177K) 
reports that Andrew Bates, spokesman and director of Rapid Response for Biden’s campaign, “set off on a war 
path against CBS veteran investigative reporier Catherine Herridge Wednesday afternoon after she shared the 
‘unmasking list.” Early Wednesday afternoon, Herridge tweeted, “SCOOP @CBSNews obtains @RichardGrenell 
notification to congress declassified ‘unmasking lis? Flynn between late 2016 and January 2017 — Read 3 pages 


provided by NSA here.” Bates “ripped into Herridge’s information-sharing tweet, accusing her of posting the 
information to advance a partisan political stance.” In a tweet thai has since been removed, he wrote, “SCOOP: 
Catherine Herridge is a partisan, rightwing hack who is a regular conduit for conservative media manipulation 
ploys because she agrees to publicize things before contacting the target to ask for comment.” 

Podesta Met With Senate Aide Who Worked With Fusion GPS. The Washington Times (5/13, 
Scarborough, 492K) reports that newly declassified transcripts show thai Hillary Clinion’s campaign chairman, 
John Podesta, met with Senate Intelligence Committee aide Daniel Jones, “who joined forces with dossier 
impresario Fusion GPS for the post-election phase of trying to dig up dirt on President Trump.” In 2017, Jones 
“formed the secretive nonprofit The Democracy Integrity Project” and hired “Fusion GPS, the Clinton campaign’s 
opposition research firm’ for the project. The House Intelligence Committee’s “final Russia election report 
revealed that Mr. Jones met with the FBI in March 2017, a month after he met with Mr. Podesta,” to “brief them 
on his Trump findings and disclosed he had raised $50 million from Democratic donors to investigate the 
president and Russia.” 

Carison: Relevant information Missing From Fiynn Unmasking List. The Washington Examiner 
(5/13, Chaitin, 448K) reporis Tucker Carlson reported on Fox News’ Tucker Carlson Tonight Wednesday “that 
‘relevant information’ is missing from the declassified memo on Obama administration officials who received 
information in response to ‘unmasking’ requests targeting retired LL Gen. Michael Flynn.” Carlson said, 
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“According to a knowledgeable source, a portion of the relevant information is missing from this latest document 
release. ... That could be a sign thai some evidence is now in the hands of a grand jury impaneied to consider 
charges against whoever did this.” Carlson added, “We don’t know that's true, we certainly hope itis.” 

Former FBI Official Cast Doubt On DOJ’s Case For Dropping Flynn Charges. Citing “people 
familiar with the investigation,” the New York Times (5/13, Goldman, Benner, 18.61M) reports that Bill Priestap, 
the former head of F.B.1. counterintelligence “cast doubt on the Justice Depariment’s case for dropping a criminal 
charge’ against Flynn “during an interview with investigators last week.” Department officials interviewed 
Priestap “two days before making their extraordinary request to drop the case to Judge Emmei G. Sullivan. They 
did not tell Judge Sullivan about Mr. Priestap’s interview” in which he “said that F.B.1. officials were trying to do 
the right thing in questioning Mr. Flynn and that he knew of no effort to set him up. Media reporis about his notes 
misconstrued them, he said, according to the people familiar with the investigation.” The Times adds that the 
decision to exclude Priestap’s interview frorn the motion “could trouble Judge Sullivan, who signaled late on 
Tuesday that he was skeptical of the department's arguments.” 

Sullivan Asks Former Judge To Examine Whether Fiynn Should Face 4 Contempt Hearing. 
The Washington Post (5/13, Hsu, 14.2M) reports that Sullivan, “asked a former federal judge to explore whether 
Trump’s former national security adviser should face a contempt hearing for perjury afier he pleaded guilty to a 
crime for which he now claims to be innocent.” Sullivan “also asked retired New York federal Judge John 
Gleeson to make a nonbinding recommendation whether to order Flynn, who pleaded guilty to a crime and now 
claims innocence, to explain why he should not be found in criminal contempt for lying under oath in his guilty 
plea.” The New York Times (5/13, Benner, 18.61M) says Sullivan’s appointment of Gleeson “was an 
extraordinary move in a case with acute political overtones.” 

A Wall Street Journal (5/13, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) editorial takes issue with Sullivan's refusal to 
grant DOJ’s request to drop the prosecution of Flynn and to invite comment from people not involved in the case. 
The Journal argues that the prudent move to provide justice for Flynn and preserve Sullivan’s reputation for 
holding prosecutors accountable is to drop the charges against Flynn with prejudice. 

Jonathan Chait of The Intelligencer (5/13, 1.1M) writes, “Sullivan dropped a bomb. He announced that he 
would not simply rubber stamp Barr's maneuver to free Flynn. instead, he is bringing in a judge to review the 
case and provide the pushback against Flynn’s defense lawyers that is missing now that the DOJ has essentially 
joined in with Flynn’s legal team. ... In the end, the court can’t win: Trump can simply give Flynn a pardon. But 
there is a reason Barr maneuvered to prevent such a blunt outcome. He wanted his dirty work cloaked in the 
patina of legitimacy and vindication.” 


House Members Will Be Able To Vote Remotely Under “Proxy” System. 


Politico (5/13, Ferris, Bresnahan, Caygle, 4.29) reports House Democrats yesterday “rolled out a proposed 
new rule...to allow proxy voting, even as they prepare for a showdown within their own caucus over a 33 trillion 
coronavirus relief bil.” House Speaker Pelosi and House Majority Leader Hoyer “released the details of their 
remote work plan after weeks of mounting pressure from homebound lawmakers of both parties.” Politico adds 
that “the proposal, known as proxy voting, would allow lawmakers to cast votes for colleagues who aren’t in the 
Capitol in person, marking one of the biggest changes to chamber rules in decades.” 

The Washington Post (5/13, Kane, 14.2M) reports Hoyer “said...that his resolution, drafted after bipartisan 
negotiations with GOP leaders, will allow lawmakers to cast their votes from afar if they cannot be present in the 
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Capitol for ‘reasons beyond our control related to the virus. Those lawmakers would designate their proxy to 
another lawmaker who is present.” In addition, “the proposal would also empower committees to formally hold 
hearings through technology, both as a hybrid in which some members are present in hearing rooms and others 
are appearing via video, and some that will be done entirely by remote video conferencing.” 

Reuters (5/13, Cornweil) reporis that last month, the House “postponed a vole to set up remote proxy voting 
and virtual committee work after Republicans protested. Instead a bipartisan panel was set up to study the 
matter.” That committee “failed to agree, and Democrais...have decided to push ahead anyway, saying they 
accommodated some Republican concerns.” 

in an editorial, the Washington Post (5/13, 14.2M)} says “the House is finally beginning a cautious walk 
toward a legislature able to carry out its constitutional mandate and protect its members at the same time — a 
course that at least 12 states around the country are also taking.” The Post adds “Republican holdouts in the 
House and in the slow-moving Senate have no excuse not...to join in the tiptoe.” 


Federal Agents Seize Cellphone From Burr. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/13, Wilber, Haberkorn, 4.64M) reporis federal agents seized a cellohone belonging to 
Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC) “as part of the Justice Department's investigation into controversial stock trades he 
made as the novel coronavirus first struck the U.S., a law enforcement official said.” Burr “turned over his phone 
to agents after they served a search warrant on the lawmaker at his residence in the Washington area, the 
official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss a law enforcement action.” The Justice Department 
declined to comment. 


Supreme Court Signals Unease With Allowing “Faithless” Presidential Electors. 


The AP (5/13, Sherman) reports “Supreme Court justices invoked fears of bribery and chaos Wednesday to 
suggest they think states can require presidential electors to back their states’ popular vote winner in the 
Electoral College.” Reuters (5/13, Chung, Hurley} reports that that “if enough electors do so, it could upend an 


election, or, as some of the justices said, cause ‘chaos.” 

USA Today (5/13, Wolf, 10.31M) says “the Supreme Court appeared extremely wary Wednesday of letting 
538 electors choose the president, rather than the voters,” while to CQ Roll Call (5/13, Ruger, 154K), the Court 
“appeared reluctant Wednesday to limit the way states can implement the nation’s system for choosing a 
president, with several justices raising concerns about the potential for the Electoral College to turn into electoral 
chaos.” 

. The Washington Times (5/13, Swoyer, 492K) reporis the justices’ “concerns signaled a high bar the 
justices set for a Democrat-allied movement to chip away at the Electoral College system.” The Times adds “the 
conservative and liberal wings of the high court both appeared skeptical about siding with the faithless electors, 
who want to rely on their personal preference when making the final decision about who occupies the While 
House.” 


Trump Highlights Obama Joke About 2016 Election, Says He Was “Always Wrong.” 


President Trump on Wednesday retweeted a post from White House Deputy Chief of Staff for Communications 
Dan Scavino which included a video of former President Obama joking that Trump would never be president 
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followed by clips from Election Night 2016 showing the list of states Trump won and then video of then President- 
elect Trump at the White House with Obama. In his tweet, Trump wrote, “Obama was always wrong!” 


CNN Poll: Biden Leading Nationally, But Trump Ahead By Seven Points In Battlegrounds. 


The New York Post (5/13, Fredericks, 4.57M) reporis, “Joe Biden’s lead over Donald Trump stands at five points 
nationally, but the president has an edge in the all-important key battleground states that could decide the 
electoral college, accarding to a new CNN poll oul Wednesday.” The poll “shows that 51 percent of registered 
voters nationwide back the former veep, while 46 percent like Trump.” However, “in the battleground states, 52 
percent favor Trump compared to 45 percent who choose Biden.” The poll, “conducted with the research firm 
SSRS, defined battlegrounds as the 15 states decided by 8 points or less in 2016: Arizona, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin.” 

Breitbart (5/13, Nolte, 673K) reports that “earlier this week, CNN was forced to publish another bad news 
poll (ff you are CNN), a poll that showed Trump tying his highest approval number ever ~ 45 percent — in a CNN 
poll. This must have been absolutely devastating for CNNLOL, for that shameless gang of far-left propagandists 
who have spent the last six weeks accusing Trump of murdering 80,000 Americans with the coronavirus.” 

NYTimes Report: Democrats Concerned Biden is Proving An ineffectual Campaigner. Under 
the headline “Biden Has An Edge On Trump. So Why Are Democrats Worried?” the New York Times (5/13, 
Glueck, Lerer, Goldmacher, Burns, 18.61M) says Joe Biden “has yet to prove himself as a formidable nominee 
who can set the political and policy agenda for Democrats and the nation, and his campaign has so far not 
solved the unprecedented challenges of running for the White House from the seclusion of his home.” Biden’s 
“inability to influence the debate about the coronavirus and the nation’s economic collapse has worried some” 
prominent Democrats. Biden “rarely goes on offense against Mr. Trump in ways that have lasting impact,” and 
“his tentative handling of his biggest test recently — responding to the sexual assault allegation by Tara Reade — 
prompted skepticism among some progressives and others about his instincts and his team’s agility.” 


Sources: Biden Allies Promoting Harris, Kiobuchar As Running Mate Picks. 


The Washington Post (5/13, Sullivan, Linskey, Scherer, 14.2M) reports that while Joe Biden considers his pick 
far vice president, “behind the scenes” Sens. Kamala Harris (D-CA) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) “are emerging 
as the early leaders in the eyes of top Biden allies.” Sources indicate “many Biden friends, donors and other 
associates have privately and publicly expressed a preference for the two senators.” 

Whitmer To AGend Siden Coronavirus Conference. The Detroit Free Press (5/13, Spangler, 1.52M) 
reports Biden will “hold a conference on coronavirus response on Thursday afternoon which will include’ 
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D), a potential running mate. 


Republicans Flip California House Seat For First Time In 22 Years. 


The Los Angeles Times (5/13, John, 4.64M) reports, “Democrat Christy Smith has conceded to Republican Mike 
Garcia in the election to fill former Rep. Katie Hill’s seat, marking the first time the GOP has flipped a blue 
California congressional district since 1998.” While “Garcia... was ahead of Smith...by double digits in early 
returns,” the final results “won’t be available for several days.” The Times adds that “in the weeks leading up to 
the election, both parties acknowledged the race would be competitive, despite Democrats’ 8.8-point voter 
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registration advantage.” The Ventura County Star (5/13, Kisken, 174K) points out “Garcia, the former Navy 
fighter pilot, and Assemblywoman Smith of Sania Clarita will face off again on Nov. 3 for a full two-year term.” 

The New York Times (5/13, Medina, 18.61M) reports “Republicans are likely fo point to Mr. Garcia’s victory 
as a sign that President Trump sill has support in the kinds of suburban areas that Democrats are depending on 
to win back the White House.” Trump “had repeatedly weighed in on the race, endorsing Mr. Garcia even as he 
suggested the election was ‘rigged’ by Democrats in the state.” NPR (5/13, Wise, 3.12M) says Garcia’s “triumph 
in a district won by Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton in 2016 might make more Republican leaders 
open to mail-in voting, as the deadly coronavirus drives fears over how to safely conduct voting in November.” 

The Washington Post (5/13, Itkowiiz, 14.2M) recounts “Garcia will finish the term of Katie Hill, the 
Democratic congressworman who resigned last year amid allegations that she had improper relationships with 
staffers.” The Washington Examiner (5/13, Picket, 448K) recalls that Hill “won the seat in 2018 by a 7 point 
margin when she defeated two-term Republican incumbent Rep. Steve Knight.” Politico (5/13, Mutnick, 4.29M) 
reports that “privately, Dernocrats said they fell short in the race because the electorate skewed older and whiter 
and because of the shadow of Hill's resignation.” 

On its website, CNN (5/13, Foran, 83.16M)} describes Republicans as “flipping” the district “frorn biue to red 
in a high-profile victory,” and adds that “losing the seat is a symbolic blow to Democrats, and Republicans will be 
galvanized by victory as they fight to try to win back the House majority in the fall.” Likewise, Reuters (5/13, 


Cornwell} calls the results “a setback for Democrats corning so soon after Hill had grabbed the long-time 
Republican suburban turf by nearly 9 percentage points in 2018.” 

Trump Touts Twin GOP Victories in Nouse Special Elections. President Trump took to Twitter 
yesterday to write, “Big Congressional win in California for Mike Garcia, taking back a seat from the Democrats. 
This is the first time in many years that a California Dem seat has flipped back to a Republican. Also, Tom 
Tiffany beat his Democrat rival BIG in Wisconsin. Two great Congressional WINS!” 

Along those lines, the Washington Free Beacon (5/13, Anderson, 78K) says “Tuesday’s congressional 
special elections brought promising results for... Trump and the GOP, as Republicans took commanding leads in 
swing districts widely seen as a bellwether for November.” The Washington Post (5/13, Bailey, 14.2M) reporis 
that in Wisconsin, “more than half the ballots in Tuesday’s election were cast absentee. But there was stilla 
steady strearn of voters at polling stations. Some wore masks. Others...did not.” 


WSJournal Argues Against Mandatory Bar Fees. 


in an editorial, the Wall Street Journal (5/13, Subscription Publication, 7.57M)} considers Jarchow v. State Bar of 
Wisconsin, a case before the Supreme Court that deals with mandatory bar association fees. The Journal says 
such fees do not serve a compelling interest that eclipses individual rights of free association. 


Copyright 2020 by Bulletin intelligence LLC Reproduction or redistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from 
thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasis, social-media platforms and 
additional forms of open-source data. Sources for Bulletin intelligence audience-size estimates include Scarborough, GfK MRI, 
comScore, Nielsen, and the Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third pariy social media platforms, including but 
not limited to Facebook, Twitter, iInstagrarn and cthers, is subject to the respective platform's terms of use. Services that include 
Factiva content are governed by Factiva’s terms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for 
Website's information and privacy policies. The NiH News Sriefing is published five days a week by Bulletin intelligence, which 
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creates custom briefings for gavernment and corporate leaders. We can be found on the Web at Bulletinintelligence.corn, or called 
at (703) 483-6100. 
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FO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 


OATE: FRIDAY, GONE §, 2020 7:90 AM EDT 


Today's Table of Contents 


NIA News 


« NIH Chief Worried Vaccine “Skepticism” Might Cause Some To Skip Coronavirus Vaccine. 
* US. Coronavirus Cases Have Been Slowly Ticking Up Since Memorial Day. 
* The Critical Need For Reliable Antibody Testing For COVID-719. 
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* Protests Eclipse Pandemic, Bui White House Fears Resurgence. 

* Authors Retract Studies That Found Risks Of Using Antimalaria Drugs Against Covid-19. 
° Fauci: A ‘Whole Bunch Of Things’ Can Be Done To Reopen Schools. 

« Fauch: Schoois May Not Need To Stay Closed In The Fall. 

° US. Agencies Work With WHO Despite Trump Threat to Cut Ties. 

« Fauci, Virus Task Force Sidelined With Trump All-In On Reopening. 

* A Coronavirus Vaccine Could Require You To Get Two Shots. Here’s Why. 

* Dr. Fauci Says Coronavirus Vaccine Doses Will Be Manufactured ‘Before We Even Know That The Vaccine 
Works’. 

* in Coronavirus Vaccine Race, Past Missteps Serve As Cautionary Tales. 

« Shifts in Consumption Of Influencer Content During COVID-19. 

* NCI Is Being ‘Flexible’ With COViD-719 Clinical Trial Protocols. 

« For The Deaf, Social Distancing Can Mean Social fsolation. 

° Top U.S. Scientists Left Out Of White House Selection Of COVID-19 Vaccine Shortlist. 
«it ls Not The Time For Science Fiction. 


Health & Medical News 

* Trump Reportedly Hoping Economy Will Recover Without The Need For Additional Stimulus Packages. 

° Trump Administration Officials Anticipate Spending Up To $1 Trilion For Next Round Of Stimulus Funding. 
« Officials Report Zero Confirmed COVID-19 Deaths In New York City Wednesday. 

e NBA Board Of Governors Approves Pian For Most Teams To Return For Truncated Season. 

«Bezos, Zuckerberg Among US Billionaires That Publicly Contributed Less Than 0.1 Percent Of Wealth To 
Pandemic Relief. 

«With Jobs Lost Due To Pandemic, More People In Middle Class Face Hunger. 

» Musk Calls For Amazon Breakup After Company Rejects Book Skeptical About Pandemic. 

* Analysis: Coronavirus Pandemic Aiso Causing More Americans To Experience Symptoms Of Chronic Stress. 
* Analysis: Children’s Hospitais Losing Significant Revenue Despite Active Efforts In Combating Pandemic. 
* Almost 80% OF Coronavirus Deaths In New Jersey Were Among Residents 65 And Older. 

* Thousands Of Patients Have Experienced Serious COVID-19 Symptoms For A Month Or More. 

« Tyson Foods Reinsiates Attendance Policy As New COVID-19 Gutbreaks Continue To Be Reported. 

« Threat Of Coronavirus In Michigan Has Yet To Go Away, Official Says. 

* Coronavirus Continues To Impact State, Federal Prisons in New Mexico. 

« Florida Health Depariment Tweeied That First Responders At Protests Should Get Tested For Coronavirus, 
Then Deleted ft. 

«Nevada Has Seen Declining Rates Of Coronavirus Hospitalizations, Positive Testis For Over A Month, 
Governor Says. 

« Number Of Coronavirus Deaths In Connecticut Now Exceeds 4,000. 

« Opinion: Income, Racism Impact Who Dies From COVID-19. 

* NYTimes Highlighis Detainees’ Protest ALICE Detention Facility In Georgia Amid Pandemic. 

* Florida Reports Three-Day Run Of Jumps In Coronavirus Cases. 

« Columnist: Los Angeles Street Vendors In “Extreme Danger’ Amid Pandemic. 
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* Louisiana Bars, Spas To Reopen On Friday. 

«New Jersey Governor Extends Coronavirus Public Health Emergency. 

* Colorado Governor Issues Executive Order Allowing Businesses To Refuse Service To Patrons Not Wearing 
Masks. 

* North Carolina Governor Unveils State Commission To Address Disparities For Latinos And African Americans 
Amid Pandemic. 

* Commissioners In Utah County Hope State Will Lower County's Coronavirus Risk Level. 

* Coronavirus Programs Aimed At Helping The Elderly Creating Financial Incentive For Low-Quality Nursing 
Homes To Take in lil Patients. 

*Las Vegas Casinos Reopen Amid Pandemic. 

« Physicians File Suit Against FDA For Limiting Use Of Hydroxychioroquine For COVID-19. 

* Patients Taking Any Type Of Blood Pressure Medication Have Lower COVID-19 Mortality, Study Finds. 

* Pandemic Leading Researchers To Shift to Virtual Trial Structure That Patient Advocates Hope Becomes 
Permanent. 

« Global Leaders Gather To Raise Money For Coronavirus Vaccines, But Some Worry Whether Countries Will 
Continue To Cooperate. 

« AstraZeneca Partners With Others To Doubie Manufacturing Capacity Of Potential Coronavirus Vaccine. 

° Trump's Latest Announcement Did Not Inspire Many Americans To Take Hydroxychloroquine Against COVID- 
19, Data Show. 

* Analysis Predict Stockpiling Of Remdesivir Could Lead To Profitability For Gilead. 

* Workers Worried About Coronavirus Are Getting Fired, Losing Benefits As Businesses Reopen. 

«US Economy Appears To Be Leveling Off, But Recovery Could Take Years. 

« New Rules Require Labs To Report More Details On People Taking Coronavirus Tests. 

* Hopi Tribe Identifies COVID-19 Cases By Zip Code, But Detailed Data On Arizona Tribes Lacking. 

* Health Officials, Policy Makers Worry About Double Threat From COVID-19 And Influenza. 

« Bil Gates Disappointed Over Trump Decision To Leave WHO, Hopes It Can Be Walked Back. 

°US Will Be Cut Off From Important Global Health Communications If It Ends Relationship With WHO. 

« USA Today Rates Claim On Coronavirus Vaccinations As “Partly False.” 

° Opinion: Trump’s Comments On Floyd Protests, Coronavirus Reveal Magical Thinking. 

« Opinion: Trump's Decision To Reject WHO, Other Giobal Pacts Leaves America Irrelevant. 

* Trump Cites Pandemic As Reason To Weaken Federal Environmental Protections. 

* Oregon Has Not Seen A Second Wave Of COVID-19 Cases, State’s Top Health Official Says. 

* Permanent Expansion Of Telehealth Regulations Likely After Pandemic. 

* Cities Likely To Bounce Back From Hardship As They Always Do, Post Says. 

* Baltimore To Hire More Than 300 Residents For Contact Tracing Effort. 

* New York City Mayor Aims For Outdoor Dining At Restaurants In July. 

« North Carolina Senate Votes To Reopen Gyms Despite Health Concerns. 

* Florida Plastic Surgeon Offering Drive-Through Botox Service. 

« Mississippi's Health Department Releases The Names Of Long-Term Facilities With COVID-19 Cases. 

* South Dakota Governor Says Social Distancing Requirements Will Not Be Enforced At Fourth Of July 
Gathering. 
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* Minnesota Lawmaker Demands Nursing Home Data From State’s Health Depariment. 

«Kansas Lawmakers Send New COVID-19 Response Bill To Governor. 

* Some L.A. COVID-19 Testing Sites Closed During Recent Unrest. 

« FDA Approves Roche Test For A New Type Of Coronavirus Test. 

° New York Residents Get Antibody Test Results For COVID-19, However, Remain Unclear On The Meaning. 
« NFL Commissioner Will Allow Coaches In Team Facilities On Friday. 

* IndyCar Set To Start Season Saturday Following Pandemic Delay. 

* Philadelphia Mayor Wams Of Clogs In Sewers And Siorm Pumps Due To Wipes, Masks. 

*“Farm-To-Table” Movement Becomes More Imporiant As More Complex Supply Chains Are Impacted By 
Pandemic, 

* Up-And-Coming Silicon Valley Chief Serves Thousands Of Free Meals. 

* Kids To Face Food Insecurity This Summer lf USDA Does Not Extend Pandemic Emergency Feeding 
Provisions. 

* California Stays In “Range Of Stability” And Plans To Move Forward With Reopening Efforts, Top Health 
Official Says. 

* Coronavirus Pandemic Has Reportedly Disrupted Medical Research On Rare Deadly Diseases. 

«US Manufacturers Struggle With Overburdened Supply Chains And Influx Of New Safety Guidelines. 

° US Trade Deficit Widens As Exports Fall Amid Coronavirus Disruptions. 

* Several Restaurants Shift Focus From Reapening To Repairing Damage Amid Unrest. 

« Coronavirus Pandemic Reportedly Interferes With Efforis To Curb Cases Of Congenital Syphilis. 

* Countries Previously Spared From Pandemic Seeing Surge In Number Of Cases. 

* Nearly 20 Percent Of Florida Nursing Homes Say They Lack One-Week Supply Of Critical Protective Gear. 
* Obtaining Proper Protective Gear Remains Challenging For Many Dentists. 

* Opinion: America Needs To Increase Investments Into Nursing Education, Workforce To Better Handle Future 
Health Crises. 

«Physicians Admit Strategy Of Liberally Prescribing Antibiotics At Pandemic’s Outset Was Misguided. 

» New Data Show Rising Toll Of Nursing Home Deaths Amid Pandemic. 

« Pharmaceutical Companies Must Navigate Host Of Legal issues As They Partner During COVID-19 Pandemic, 
Attorneys Say. 

« Ninth Circuit Rules US Must Revoke Approval Of Bayer’s Dicamba Weed Killer. 

* Analysis: Some Rural Hospitals Hired Management Companies To Boost Revenues But Ended Up Deeper in 
Debt. 

* Opinion: VA Medical Centers Provide High-Quality Care, Despite Public Rhetoric. 

* Opinion: Racism In Healthcare Industry Killing Black Americans. 

«New Hampshire House Considering Bill To Raise Tobacco Buying Age To 21. 

¢ Pandemic Boosting Sales Of Deep-Discount Cigarette Segment. 

* Retired Officials Pushing For Repeal Of Massachusetts Law Restricting Sale Of Flavored Tobacco Products. 
* Builders See Increased Demand For Floorplans That Allow For Multigenerational Living. 

« Retirement Funds Increasingly Being Tapped For Emergencies Under Looser Rules. 

* Inovio Pharmaceuticals Files Lawsuit Against Vaccine Manufacturer For Allegedly Refusing To Provide Data 
Necessary To increase Production. 
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° AstraZeneca Announces Partnership With Accent Therapeutics To Make RNA-Modifying Treaiments. 

* Brand-Name Drug Makers Increased Wholesale Prices Less In The First Quarter Of This Year Than Same 
Period Lasi Year, Analysis Indicates. 

« Opinion: Imagine What Could Be Accomplished If Medicare Could Bargain With Drug Firms. 


Global Health News 

« Opinion: WHO Does Not Deserve US Support. 

° Officials From Mexico To El Salvador Bracing For Storm Season Amid Pandemic. 

« European Union Working To Secure Early Access To Potential Coronavirus Vaccines. 

* Italy's Rottapharm Biotech Seeking Domestic Investors To Fund Development Of COVID-19 Vaccine. 

« Australian Biotech Hopes To Make One Hundred Million Doses Of COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Available in 
2021. 

« Some Brazilians Turning To Toxic Natural Remedy That Inspired Hydroxychioroquine To Treat COVID-19. 

* Singapore Building Up its Capacity To Manufacture A COVID-19 Vaccine. 

* Russia’s Push To Develop COVID-19 Crosses Ethical Lines, Critics Say. 

* Brazil To Test Oxford University COVID-19 Vaccine On 2,000 Volunteers. 

« UK Government Hosting Vaccine Summit To Raise Money For Child Immunizations In Developing Countries. 
* Puerto Rico Confirms 485 New Coronavirus Cases. 

* South Africa’s Worst Coronavirus Hotspot No Longer Testing People Under 55. 

« Sweden Plans To Ease Restrictions On Domestic Travel This Month. 

* Spain Downplays Chance It Will Reopen Borders With Neighbors. 

« African Nations Secure 90 Million Test Kits For Coronavirus For Next Six Months. 

° Nearly 30,000 COVID-19 Test Kits Sent To US Lab From Britain Came Back Void, UK Government Says. 

« Coronavirus Spreading Fast Among Brazil’s Indigenous Populations. 

» South Korea’s Economy Appears To Have Endured Pandemic Disruptions Better Than Most Economies. 

* Activists Claim Nicaragua’s Government Purposely Undercounting COVID-19 Infections, Deaths. 

* Face Caverings For Passengers on UK Public Transport To Be Mandatory. 

* Spread Of Coronavirus in Canada Has Slowed Significantly, But Long-Term Care Hames Still Under Threat, 
PM Says. 

* European Nations Looking To Second Generation Of Contact Tracing Apps To Prevent Further Coronavirus 
Outbreaks. 

* South Korea Identifies Over Three Dozen More Coronavirus Cases. 

« Mexico's President Urges Country To Remain Calm Following Sharp Increase In COVID-19 Deaths. 

° Spain Stil Far From Having ‘Herd Immunity To Coronavirus, Testing Data Suggest. 

« Opinion: Behavior Change Techniques Are Needed To Encourage Americans To Actually Take Eventual 
COVID-19 Vaccine. 

«india, Pakistan Report Largest One-Day Jumps In Coronavirus Cases. 

« Commentary Criticizes Trump Administration’s Decision To Sever Ties With WHO. 


HHS in the News 
° US Government Did Not Send Enough Doses Of Remdesivir To States In May, Analysis Suggesis. 
« Official Says HHS Is Mulling Extension Of Telemedicine Flexibilities Enacted Due To COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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° HHS Parinering With Evidation Health To Develop Predictive Aigonihm For COVID-19 Symptoms. 

* HHS Seeking Information About How Healthcare industry Can Be Better Prepared For Emergencies Such As 
The COVID-19 Pandemic. 

« Verma Says Nursing Hornes Which Fail To Submit COVID-19 Data To CMS Will Be Fined. 

° CMS Data Indicate There Have Been Nearly 32,000 COVID-19 Deaths in US Nursing Homes. 

« Former CDC Director Says Agency Is Not To Blame For Coronavirus Response “Failures.” 

* Audit Of Utah Hospital Lab Processing COVID-19 Tests Finds Ii Is “Not In Compliance” With US Regulations. 
* House Democrats introduce Bill To Ensure U.S. Can Mass-Produce, Administer COVID-19 As Soon As It’s 
Available. 

* Opinion: Policymakers Need To Consider The Cosis Of Focusing Resources On COVID-19. 

« ODC Director Says US Needs Up To 100,000 Contact Tracers By September. 

¢e CDC Director Warns Protesters Should “Highly Consider’ Getting Coronavirus Tests. 

« ODC Chief Disputes Statement That Agency Official Was Sidelined For Sounding COVID-19 Alarm. 

* Analysis: Hahn Says He Will Not Make Decisions On Operation Warp Speed To Protect FDA’s Regulaiory 
independence. 

* Current Pandemic Not First Time CDC’s Redfield Has Come Under Scrutiny. 

« Former FDA Commissioner: US Has Not Put In Place Infrastructure To Prevent Second Virus Wave. 

° Attorneys Offer Insights On How Medicare Providers Can Insulate Themselves Fror Scrutiny Over CARES Act 
Funds. 

* Unemployment Rises By 1.9M To Total Of 21.5M; Pace Of increase Slows. 

* During Visit To Buffalo, Azar Urges Governors To Ensure Safety Of Nursing Home Residents Amid COVID-19 
Pandemic. 

© US Hits 400,000 COVID-19 Tests Per Day, Manufacturers Not Worried About Possible Second Wave Of 
Cases. 

* Cleveland Clinic Received $200 Million In COVID-19 Stimulus Funds Even Though it Has Billions in Cash Flow. 
«Lawmakers Ask Trump Administration Why Disability Providers “Walloped” By Pandemic Have Not Received 
Federal Aid. 

«ER Visits Dropped By 42% In Late March And April Compared To Last Year, CDC Report Says. 

° Industry Lobbying For FDA To Write Rules Regulating CBD As Dietary Supplements. 


National Front Page News 


* Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 


Last Laughs 
* Late Night Political Humor. 


National News 

« Barr Says There is Evidence Antifa, Extremist Groups, Foreign Actors Are Involved In Floyd Protests. 
* Trump To Attend Mount Rushmore Celebration On July 3. 

* EPA Revises Process Used To Enforce Clear Air Rules. 

* Federal Appeals Court Sides With Texas GOP On Mail-in Ballots. 

* Trump Meets With Top Aides As Polls Show Him Losing To Biden. 


GADB0000003804 


* Trump Reportedly Told Cooper He Wants Convention Without Social Distancing Or Masks. 
«Trump Campaign Video Violaies NASA Rules By Showing Astronauis. 

e NYTimes Analysis: Trump Supporti Weakening Among Evangelicals, Catholics. 

« DNC Panel Wants Biden To Back Ban On Non-Electric Cars And Fracking. 

* Conway: Cuorno, Other Democrats Are “Angling For 2024.” 

« Ocasio-Cortez Endorses Engel’s NY16 Primary Opponent. 

* Trump Endorses Candidate in NC11 Race. 

* WSJournal: In interests Of Free Speech, Facebook Must Not Cave To Pressure To Censor. 


NIH Chief Worried Vaccine “Skepticism” Might Cause Some To Skip Coronavirus Vaccine. 


CNN (6/4, Cohen, 83.16M) reporis National Institules of Health Director Dr. Francis Collins “said Thursday he’s 
concerned that vaccine ‘skepticism’ could hinder the effort to immunize the country against Covid-19.” Dr. Collins 
told CNN in an interview, “I'm a bit concerned to see there’s a fair amount of skepticism in the American public 
about whether or not they would take such a vaccine. ... We won't get past Covid-19 unless we have a 
substantial majority of our public ultimately rendered immune.” Furthermore, “When asked when a coronavirus 
vaccine would be approved and available to the public, Collins said we could ‘perhaps have, if all goes well, 
maybe as many as 100 million doses by early 2021,” which is somewhat less optimistic than what National 
institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Dr. Anthony Fauci said Wednesday. 

Additional Source. NPR (6/4, McCammon, 3.12M) reports some vaccine candidates “will be ready for 
large-scale testing as soon as the beginning of July, says” Dr. Collins. He told All Things Considered, “That is a 
phenomenal thing to be able to say, considering these things usually take several years.” 


U.S. Coronavirus Cases Have Been Slowly Ticking Up Since Memorial Day. 


CNBC (6/4, Lovelace, Ratiner, 3.62M) reports “coronavirus cases in the United States have been slowly ticking 
up since the Memorial Day holiday, according to a CNBC analysis.” New coronavirus “cases hit a peak of 
31,578, based on a seven-day average, on April 10 before steadily falling to an eight-week low of just over 
20,600 a day on May 28 — and have been rising ever since.” New coronavirus “cases in the U.S. have risen over 
the last three days in a row with a seven-day average of 21,763 new cases reported Wednesday.” On Thursday, 
“CDC Director Robert Redfield told lawmakers he was worried Americans aren’t following the agency's advice as 
states begin to reopen.” Dr. Nancy Messonnier, director of the CDC’s National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases, suggested in February that like other viral respiratory diseases, COVID-19 could be 
seasonal. However, “NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins said in a blog post this week that many researchers now 
doubt that warmer weather will stop the virus.” 

Adaftional Source. The New York Daily News (6/4, Braine, 2.52M) says “at least some of the states 
rushing to reapen are seeing spikes in coronavirus cases, according to a new report.” Coronavirus “cases are 
increasing in 14 states, most notably in Texas and Arizona, Axios reporied Wednesday. Florida is also high on 
the list.” 


The Critical Need For Reliable Antibody Testing For COVID-19. 
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Government Executive (6/4, 57K) carries a discussion between NIH Director Francis Collins and Dr. Norman 
“Ned” Sharpless, Director of the National Cancer institute (NCI) regarding COVIB-19 antibody tests. Dr. 
Sharpless said that NCI was testing antibody kits for the FDA because NCI’s Frederick National Lab “has a really 
good serology lab that had been predominantly working on human papillomavirus (HPV).” Dr. Collins said that 
FDA Director of the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research Janet Woodcock told him “21 companies are 
developing monoclonal antibodies” directed against SARS-CoV-2. 


Protests Eclipse Pandemic, But White House Fears Resurgence. 


The AP (6/4, Lemire, Miller) reports “fears are growing within the White House that the very thing that finally 
shoved the” coronavirus “from center stage — mass protests over the death of George Floyd — may bring about 
its resurgence.” The piece says “thousands of Americans — many without protective face masks — have jammed 
the nation’s streets over the past week in defiance of social distancing guidelines from governors and the” CDC. 
The White House coronavirus task force “is scrambling to irack the potential impact on infection rates.” The AP 
adds that NIAID Director Dr. Anthony Fauci “told CNN this week that he had not spoken to Trump in haifa 
month.” 

Additional Sources. The New York Daily News (6/4, Sommerfeldt, 2.52M) reports “social distancing was 
thrown aside, as hundreds of thousands of people flooded city streets to protest the systernic racism they believe 
underpinned Fioyd’s killing.” In a number of “cases, protesters and officers alike have been seen shoulder-to- 
shoulder without face masks.” 


= 


NBC Nightly News = (6/4, story 7, 1:55, Holt, 6.63M) also reported on the story. 
Police Tactics During Protests Coufd Facilitate Spread Of Novel Coronavirus, Experts Say. 
Politico (6/4, Ollstein, Goldberg, 4.29M) reports “mass arrests of protesters across the country — many held for 


hours in vans, cells and other enclosed spaces — are heightening the risk of coronavirus spread, according to 
public health experts and lawsuits filed by civil rights groups.” The piece says that “as tens of thousands of 
people take to the streets to protest police brutality after the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, the arrest and 
detention of thousands further jeopardizes the health of demonstrators ~ and that of police officers and the 
broader community.” Furthermore, “the use of tear gas and pepper spray, which provoke coughing, adds to the 
health risk, as do police crowd control techniques like ‘kettling’ ~ pushing demonstrators into smaller, contained 
and tightly packed spaces.” 

The Los Angeles Times (6/4, Lin, 4.64M) reports “using tear gas or pepper spray to subdue protesters will 
only help spread the coronavirus in the middie of a pandemic, infectious disease experts warn, urging law 
enforcement to abancion the practice for public health reasons.” Using tear gas causes people “to cough, shout 
and scream — and that will send infectious droplets from an infected person to others, said Dr. Peter Chin-Hong, 
a professor of medicine and an infectious diseases specialist at UC San Francisco.” 

Public Health Experis Urge People To Protest Against Racism Despite Previously 
Advocating Stay-At-HNome Policies. Politico (6/4, Diamond, 4.29M) reports that “for months, public health 
experts have urged Americans to take every precaution to stop the spread of Covid-19 — stay at home, steer 


clear of friends and extended family, and absolutely avoid large gatherings.” Now, the piece says, “some of those 
experts are broadcasting a new message: ii’s time to gel out of the house and join the mass protests against 
racism.” It is “a message echoed by media outlets and some of the most prominent public health experis in 
America, like former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention director Tom Frieden, who loudly warned 
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against efforis to rush reopening but is now supportive of mass protests.” NIAID Director Anthony Fauci is 
mentioned in the piece. 

Amid Protesis, Hundreds Of Peopie Arrested in NYC Have Been Detained in Cramped Cells. 
The New York Times (6/4, Ransom, 18.61M) reports that “in the week since the police killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis, hundreds of people arrested in New York City — some while looting, others while clashing with the 
police during largely peaceful demonstrations ~ have been detained in cramped cells for more than 24 hours, 
their health at risk in the midst of a pandemic, defense lawyers said.” Early Thursday, over “380 people — waiting 
either in cells at Police Headquarters, in local precincts and in a Manhattan jail — had yet to be brought before a 
judge.” Prosecutors, police, “and court officials say they are doing what they can to process people quickly, but 
they are facing logistical hurdles because of the coronavirus shutdown and an unusually high number of arrests.” 

California Governor Says State Should Prepare For Coronavirus Surge Following Protests. 
The San Francisco Chronicle (6/4, Vaziri, 2.67M) reports “Gov. Gavin Newsorn (D) said California should 
prepare for a surge in its coronavirus positive test rate after a week of protests against police bruiality.” Newsom 
said Thursday, “If you're not (concerned), you're not paying attention to the epidemiology, to the virulence of this 
disease.” The governor “added that he’s concerned about the virus’ disproportionate impact on California’s black 
community, which accounts for nearly 5% of all positive cases but 10% of virus-related deaths.” 

Kentucky Governor Urges Protesters To Get Tested For Coronavirus. The Louisville (KY) 
Courier-Journal (8/4, Ladd, 368K) reports Gov. Andy Beshear (D) “on Thursday urged the hundreds of protesters 
who have gathered in the streets of Kentucky cities during the past week to get tested for the coronavirus.” The 
governor “said anyone in large groups should seek out a coronavirus test.” The article adds that “Dr. Sarah 
Moyer, Louisville’s public health strategist,” had “previously urged protesters to get tested.” 


Authors Retract Studies That Found Risks Of Using Antimalaria Drugs Against Covid-19. 


The Wall Street Journal (6/4, Hopkins, Gold, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports two studies that questioned 
the efficacy of various drugs for treating COVID-19 were retracted Thursday by major medical journals. The 
Lancet pulled a study saying hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine caused heart problems, while the New 
England Journal of Medicine retracted a study on the use of cardiovascular and blood-pressure drugs. 

Additional Sources. The Washington Post (6/4, Farzan, 14.2M) reports that the medical journal The 
Lancet published a statement from the study authors “saying they were unable to complete an independent audit 
of the hospital data underpinning their analysis,” and, “as a result, they have concluded they ‘can no longer 
vouch for the veracity of the primary data sources.” 

The New York Times (6/4, Rabin, Gabler, 18.61M) reports that both studies “were led by a professor ai 
Harvard, and both depended on a huge international database of patient medical records that few experis had 
ever heard of.” The data “came from a company called Surgisphere, which claims to have granular patient-level 
information shared by 1,200 hospitais and health facilities on six continents.” The Times adds “the retractions 
may breathe new life into the antimalarial drugs hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine, relentlessly promoted by 
Mr. Trump as a rernedy for Covid-19 despite a lack of evidence.” 

The Hill (6/4, Hellmann, 2.98M) recalls “the drug was repeatedly touted by President Trurnp as a potential 
treatment for COVID-19, despite limited evidence of its efficacy,” and “randomized trials of hydroxychloroquine 
are underway, including ones being led by the National Institutes of Health and the World Health Organization.” 
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CBS News (6/4, Silverstein, 3.68M) reports, “The FDA in April published a warning that hydroxychloroquine 
has nol been shown to be a ‘safe and effective for ireating or preventing COVID-19, and that the drug should 
only be used in clinical trials or under careful medical supervision with emergency authorization.” 

The Washington Examiner (6/4, Hogberg, 448K) reporis that the retracted study “had been ciled in 
criticizing... Trump’s promotion of the drug as a remedy for the disease.” Furthermore, NIAID Director Anthony 
Fauci last week “declared hydroxychloroquine to be ineffective in treating COVID-19.” 

Axios (6/4, Perano, 521K) points out “the results of the study, which claimed to have analyzed data from 
nearly 96,000 patients on six continenis,” had “led several governmenis to ban the use of the anti-malarial drug 
far coronavirus patients due to safety concerns.” The World Health Organization also “temporarily suspended its 
tests of hydroxychloroquine due to The Lancet study, before resuming them on Wednesday.” Axios also reporis 
“an investigation by The Guardian found that employees at Surgisphere, the company that The Lancet relied on 
for its data, had little to no data science or scientific background.” 

The Washington Post (6/4, McGinley, 14.2M) reporis, “Controversy surrounding hydroxycholoquine and a 
related drug chioroquine has swirled for months, partly because Trump has urged people to try It and has taken it 
himself, even in the absence of a clear benefit.” At any rate, the Lancet “retraction is unlikely to quell the 
controversy about the drug.” 

Among additional news outlets reporting are Bloomberg (8/4, Cortez, 4.73M), Reuters (6/4, Erman, 
Henderson, Mason}, Forbes (6/4, Rosenbaum, 9.71M), the Associated Press (6/4, Marchione), NPR (6/4, 
Greenhalgh, 3.12M), NBC News (6/4, Edwards, 6.14M)}, CNN (6/4, Gumbrecht, Fox, 83.16M), Politico (6/4, 
Tahir, 4.29M), Fox News (6/4, Rogers, 27.59M}, CNBC (6/4, Joseph, 3.62M), USA Today (6/4, Weintraub, 
10.31M), the New York Post (6/4, Fredericks, 4.57M), the New York Daily News (6/4, Theisen, 2.52}, the 


Washington Times (6/4, Meier, 492K}, STAT (6/4, Joseph, 24K), Science Magazine (6/4, 427K}, and the Daily 
Caller (6/4, Lancaster, 7 16K). 


Fauci: A ‘Whole Bunch Of Things’ Can Be Done To Reopen Schools. 


The Washington Post (6/4, Strauss, 14.2M) reports that Dr. Anthony Fauci, “the nation’s leading expert on 
infectious diseases, says itis ‘a bil of a reach’ to say that schools should stay closed this fall during the covid-19 
pandemic and that there are a ‘whole bunch of things’ that can be done to allow them to reopen.” Fauci “spoke to 
CNN in a phone interview Wednesday, a day after Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) said he intends to see school 
buildings in his state open for the 2020-2021 school year barring a huge spike in infections.” Fauci “also said that 
opening schools ‘depends on the level of viral activity’ in a particular area and that ilis time to be ‘creative’ in 
reconfiguring classrooms to ensure that students are not seated too close together.” 

Adaftional Sources. Among other media outlets providing coverage are: McClatchy (6/4, Duncan, 19K), 


the Washington Examiner (6/4, Lonas, 448K), and the Springfield (MA) Republican (6/4, 395%). 


Fauci: Schools May Not Need To Stay Closed In The Fall. 


On ABC’s Good Morning America = (6/4, 3.4M), Whit Johnson reporied that on Wednesday, NIAID Director Dr. 


Anthony Fauci indicated that “the idea of keeping schools closed in the fall may not be necessary.” 


U.S. Agencies Work With WHO Despite Trump Threat to Cut Ties. 
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